^- 


^^"^  '-> 


•>f:->5s;i^<:^*^i£^;--:>S^*' 


.^^'^^^ 


5n 


^•T. 


■f/-d* 


.t  *o 


;V'." 


'bv^ 


o 


s?°-:>:^v.%%'--;^t.:^'^^^^^^ 


V. 


•j^c,^ 


cfbJ'o 


J^^?^^'?r:>&fc^;^^ 


o 


^^''^  °- 


'>^%o:x*^i^:.".%: 


O    M     I.-*'        *P 


•,<f 


,0  4^ 


■i:-^-j^ii:r>f^<^::^% 


^J>.^^^ 


'O  »  K 


;T     r.O 


In  compliance  with  current 
copyright  law,  LBS  Archival 

Products  produced  this 

replacement  volume  on  paper 

that  meets  the  ANSI  Standard 

Z39.48-1984  to  replace  the 

irreparably  deteriorated 

original. 

1992 

.-^   TM 


HISTORICAL  NOTES. 


Perhajis  no  part  of  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  is  less  understood 
than  the  insurrection  of  1794,  commonly  known  as  the  "Whiskey  In- 
surrection." A  summary,  therefore,  of  the  various  Excise  laws  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  their  fate  as  indicating  the  temper  of  the  people 
on  that  subject,  together  with  a  notice  of  the  hardships  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Western  Penns^'lvania  had  to  endure;  the  disturbances  fol- 
lowing the  enactment  of  an  Excise  law  by  Congress,  and  of  the  mea- 
sures, peaceable  and  military,  taken  to  suppress  them,  will  perhaps 
not  be  deemed  improper  in  connection  with  the  documents  emLiraced 
in  this  volume. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1G84,  the  first  Excise  was  imposed  by  the  As- 
sembly of  tho  Province,  in  an  act,  entitled  ' '  Bill  of  Aid  and  Assistance 
of  the  Govermueut."""  This  objectionable  feature  thereof  was  soon 
after  repealed,  and  not  renewed  until  the  year  173S,  when  the  Provin- 
cial Assembly  passed  "An  Act  for  laj'ing  an  excise  on  wine,  rum, 
brandy  and  other  spirits."!  ^o  unpopular  was  this  act,  that  it  remained 
in  force  only  a  few  months. 

In  May,  1744,  J  it  was  again  renewed  by  the  Assembly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  money  without  a  general  tax,  not  only  to  purchase 
arms  and  ammunition  for  defense,  but  to  answer  such  demands  as 
might  be  made  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  by  his  Majesty 
for  distressing  the  public  enemy  in  America.  This  was  not  long  in 
operation. 

In  the  year  1772,§  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  was  once  more 
called  to  the  excise  as  a  productive  source  of  revenue,  and  a  duty  was 
levied  on  domestic  and  foreign  spirits.  At  first,  however,  as  to  home 
distilled  spirits  it  was  not  executed,  and  indeed,  hardly  any  steps  were 
taken  for  the  purpose,  particularly  in  the  older  counties.  But  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  the  necessities  of  the  State  and  a  temporary 
iinpopularitj'  of  distillation,  owing  to  the  immense  amount  of  grain 
consumed,  rendered  the  collection  of  duties  both  necessary  and  prac- 
ticable, and  a  considerable  revenue  was  thereby  attained.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  war,  the  act  was  repealed. 

In  1780,  Congress  resolved  that  an  allowance  of  an  additional  sum 
should  be  made  to  the  army,  to  compensate  for  the  depreciation  of  its 
pay.  This  was  distributed  among  the  States  for  discharge.  Pennsyl- 
vania made  several  appropriations  for  the  purpose,  but  the  revenues 
so  applied  turned  out  to  be  unproductive.    The  depreciation  fund  was 

'  Notes  of  Assembly,  I,  2'J. 
t  Dallas,  I,  2Do. 
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always  favorably  regarded,  and  upon  an  application  of  the  officers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  another  effort  was  made,  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  excise  remaining  uncollected,  was  appropriated  to  this  fund, 
and  vigorous  measures  were  taken  for  its  collection.* 

Great  changes,  however,  had  taken  place  in  the  disposition  of  the 
people  since  the  first  imposition  of  these  duties.  The  neighboring 
States  were  free  from  the  burthen,  and  in  New  Jersey,  where  a  law  had 
been  passed  for  the  purpose,  its  execution  had  been  entirely  prevented 
by  a  powerful  combination.  The  Pennsylvania  laAv,  therefore,  met 
with  great  opposition,  especially  west  of  the  Alleghenies,  and  there  is 
no  evidence  that  the  excise  was  ever  paid  in  that  sectixsn. 

The  majority  of  the  people  in  tlie  western  counties  of  the  State  were 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  had  heard  of  the  exaction  and  oppres- 
sion in  the  old  country  under  the  excise  laws— that  houses  were  en- 
tered by  excise  officers,  the  most  private  apartments  examined,  and 
that  confiscations  and  imprisonment  followed  if  the  smallest  quantity 
of  whiskey  was  discovered  not  marked  with  the  official  brand.  They 
also  remembered  that  resistance  to  the  stamp  act  and  duty  on  tea,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  began  by  the  destruction  of  the 
tea  and  a  refusal  to  use  the  royal  stamps;  that  the  design  was  not  to 
break  allegiance  to  the  British  throne,  but  to  force  a  repeal  of  these 
odious  laws.  They  were  almost  to  a  man  enemies  to  the  British  gov- 
ernment, and  had  contributed  their  full  proportion  in  service  in  estab- 
lishing the  independence  of  America.  To  them  no  other  tax  of  equal 
amount  v.-ould  have  been  half  so  odious.  Holding  these  opinions,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  more  hot-headed  resorted  to  threats 
of  violence,  and  precipitated  the  riotous  proceedings  which  are  de- 
tailed in  the  documents  herewith  presented. 

The  condition  of  Western  Pennsj^lvania  at  this  period  we  shall  not 
fully  describe.  Suffice  it,  however,  to  say  that  as  late  as  the  year  of 
the  insurrection  freight  in  wagons  to  Philadelphia  cost  from  five  to  ten 
dollars  per  hundred  pounds.  Salt  sold  for  five  dollars  a  bushel,  while 
iron  and  steel  cost  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cents  a  pound.  In  that  fer- 
tile region  grain  was  abundantly  produced,  but  there  was  no  market, 
while  the  farmers  east  of  the  mountains  were  growing  rich  by  means 
of  the  general  war  in  Europe.  Trade  down  the  Ohio,  despite  its  danger, 
had  then  no  outlet,  the  lower  Mississippi  being  in  possession  of  the 
Spanish.  The  freight  on  a  barrel  of  flour  to  Philadelphia  was  as  much 
as  it  would  bring  in  that  market.  "Wheat,"  says  Rev.  Dr.  Carnahan, 
"was  so  plentiful  and  of  so  little  value  that  it  was  a  common  practice  to 
grind  that  of  the  best  quality  and  feed  it  to  the  cattle,  while  rye,  corn 
and  barley  would  bring  no  price  as  food  for  man  or  beast.  The  only 
way  left  for  the  inhabitants  to  obtain  a  little  money  to  purchase  salt, 
iron  and  other  articles  necessary  in  carrying  on  their  farming  opera- 
tions, was  by  distilling  their  grain  and  reducing  it  into  a  more  portable 
form,  and  sending  the  whiskey  over  the  mountains  or  down  the  Ohio 
to  Kentucky,  then  rapidly  filling  up  and  affording  a  market  for  that 
article.  The  lawfulness  or  morality  of  making  and  drinking  whiskey 
was  not  in  that  day  called  in  question.    When  Western  Pennsylvania 
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was  in  the  condition  described,  the  Federal  Constitution  was  adopted, 
and  a  most  difficult  problem  was  presented,  viz :  How  to  provide  ways 
and  means  to  support  the  Government,  to  pay  just  and  pressing  revo- 
lutionary claims,  and  sustain  an  army  to  subdue  tlie  Indians  still  har- 
rassing  the  frontiers.  Thedutiesongoodsimported  were  very  forfrom 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  new  Government.  Taxes  were  laid  on 
articles  supposed  to  be  the  least  neccssarj-,  and,  among  other  things, 
on  distilled  liquors  or  on  the  stills  with  which  they  were  manufac- 
tured. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provided  "that  all  duties,  im- 
posts and  excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States;" 
(section  8. )  But  it  is  manifest  that  the  same  article  may  be  taxed  alike 
in  all  the  States,  and  yet  the  tax  may  be  very  unequal  and  oppressive 
in  particular  parts  of  the  country-.  Excise  on  stills  and  v.hiskej'  ope- 
rated in  this  way;  little  or  no  whiskey  was  manufactured  in  some  of 
the  States,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  same  State.  The  western  peo- 
ple saw  and  felt  that  the  excise  pressed  on  them,  who  were  the  least 
able  to  bear  the  burden,  more  lieavily  than  on  any  other  part  of  the 
Union.  They  had  more  stills  and  made  more  whiske\'  than  an  equal 
population  in  any  part  of  the  country.  Tnere  were  very  few  or  no  large 
manufactories  where  grain  was  bought  and  cash  paid.  There  was  not 
capital  in  the  country  for  that  purpose.  In  some  neighborhoods  every 
fifth  or  sixth  farmer  was  a  distiller,  who,  during  the  winter  season, 
manufactured  his  own  grain  and  that  of  his  neighbors  into  a  portable 
and  saleable  article.  They  foresaw  that  what  little  money  was  brought 
into  the  country  by  the  sale  of  whiskey,  would  bo  carried  away  in  the 
form  of  excise  duties.*  The  people  of  Western  Pennsylvania  then  re- 
garded a  tax  on  whiskey  in  the  same  light  as  the  citizens  of  the  State 
would  now  a  United  States  tax  on  coal  and  iron. 

The  State  tax,  as  heretofore  remarked,  having  remained  a  dead  let- 
ter for  years,  was  repealed,  a  circumstance  not  likely  to  incline  the 
people  to  submit  to  a  similar  law  passed  by  Congress  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1791,  at  the  suggestion  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  This  law  laid  an  excise  of  four  pence  per  gallon  on  all  dis- 
tilled spirits.  The  members  from  "Western  Pennsylvania,  Smilie,  of 
Fayette,  and  Findley,  of  Westmoreland,  stoutly  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  law,  and  on  their  return  among  their  constituents  loudly  and 
openly  disapproved  of  it.  Albert  Gallatin,  then  residing  in  Fayette 
county,  also  opposed  the  law  by  all  constitutional  methods.  It  was 
with  some  difficulty  that  any  one  could  be  found  to  accept  the  olfice 
of  inspector  in  the  western  district  on  account  of  its  unpopularity. 

The  first  public  meeting  in  opposition  was  held  at  Redstone  Old 
Fort,  27th  July,  1791,  where  it  was  concerted  that  county  committees 
should  meet  at  the  four  county  seats  of  Fayette,  Alleglieiiy,  W^est- 
moreland  and  Washington.  On  the  23d  August  the  committee  of 
AVashington  county  passed  resolutions,  and  published  them  in  the 
Pittsburg  Gazette,  to  the  effect  that  "any  person  who  had  accepted  or 
might  accept  an  office  under  Congress  in  order  to  carr\'  tlie  Jaw  into 
ettect,  should  be  considered  inimical  to  the  interests  of  tlie  country, 
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and  rocommendirij?  to  the  citizens  of  Washington  county  to  treat 
every  person  accepting  snch  office  with  contempt,  and  absolutely  to 
refuse  all  kind  of  communication  or  intercourse  with  him,  and  with- 
hold from  him  all  aid,  supi)ort  or  comfort. 

Delegates  from  the  four  counties  met  at  Pittsburg,  on  7th  Septem- 
ber, 1791,  and  passed  severe  resolutions  against  the  law.  These  meet- 
ings, composed  of  influential  citizens,  served  to  give  consistencj''  to 
the  opposition. 

On  the  Gth  September,  17!}1,  a  part}',  armed  and  disguised,  waylaid 
Robert  Johnson,  collector  for  Allegheny  and  Washington,  near  Pigeon 
creek,  in  Washington  count}',  tarred  and  feathered  him,  cut  oft'  his 
hair  and  took  away  his  horse,  leaving  him  to  travel  on  foot  in  that 
mortifying  condition.  Several  persons  were  proceeded  against  for  the 
outrage,  but  the  depaty  marshal  dared  not  serve  the  process,  and  "if 
he  had  attempted  it,  believes  he  shotild  not  have  returned  alive." 
The  man  sent  privately  with  the  process  was  seized,  whipped,  tarred 
and  feathered,  his  money  and  horse  taken  from  him,  blindfolded  and 
tied  in  the  woods,  where  he  remained  five  bour=. 

In  October,  1701,  an  unhappy  persoji,  named  Wilson,  who  wasin  some 
measure  "disordered  in  his  intellects,"  and  aflected  to  be,  perhaps 
thought  he  v>-as,  an  exciseman,  and  was  making  inquiry  for  distillers, 
Avas  pursued  by  a  party  in  disguise,  taken  out  of  his  bed,  and  carried 
several  miles  to  a  blacksmith's  shop.  There  they  stripped  off  his 
clothes  and  btirned  them,  and  having  burned  him  with  a  hot  iron  in 
several  places,  they  tarred  and  feathered  him  and  dismissed  him, 
naked  and  wounded.  The  unhappy  man  conceived  himself  to  be  a 
martyr  to  the  discharge  of  an  important  duty. 

In  Congress,  8th  May,  1702,  material  modifications  were  made  in  the 
law,  lightening  the  dutj-,  allowing  monthly  payments,  &c. 

In  August,  1792,  governnient  succeeded  in  getting  the  use  of  Wm. 
Faulkner's  house,  a  captain  in  the  United  States  army,  for  an  inspec- 
tion ofiice.  He  was  threatened  with  scalping,  tarring  and  feathering, 
and  compelled  to  promise  not  to  let  his  house  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
publish  his  promise  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette. 

The  President  issued  a  proclamation  15lh  September,  1792,  enjoining 
all  persr>ns  to  submit  to  the  law,  aud  desist  from  all  unlawful  proceed- 
ings. Govemmentdetermined — first,  to prcseTute delinquents;  second, 
to  seize  unexcised  spirits  on  their  waj'  to  market;  and  third,  to  make 
no  purchases  for  the  army  except  of  such  spirits  as  had  paid  duty. 

In  April,  1793,  a  party  in  disguise  attacked  in  the  night  the  house  of 
Benjamin  Wells,  collector  in  Fayette  county,  but  he  being  from  home, 
they  broke  open  his  house,  threatened,  terrified  and  abused  his  family. 
Warrants  were  issued  against  the  off'enders  by  Judges  Isaac  Mason  and 
James  Findley,  but  the  sheri 3"  refused  to  execute  them,  whereupon  he 
was  indicted.  On  the  22d  November  thej'  again  attacked  the  house  of 
Benjamin  Wells  in  the  night.  They  compelled  him  to  surrender  his 
commission  and  books,  and  required  him  to  publish  a  resignation  of 
his  office  within  two  weeks  m  the  papers,  021  pain  of  having  his  house 
burned. 
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Notwithstanding  tliese  excesses,  tlie  law  appeared  during  the  latter 
part  of  1793  to  be  rather  gaining  ground.  Several  principal  distillers 
complied,  and  others  showed  a  disposition,  but  were  restrained  bj 
fear. 

In  June,  1794,  John  Wells,  the  collector  for  Westmoreland,  opened 
his  office  at  the  house  of  Philip  Reagan,  in  that  county.  An  attack 
was  made  in  the  night  by  a  numerous  body  of  men.  Reagan  expected 
them,  and  had  prepared  himself  with  guns  and  one  or  two  men.  The 
firing  commenced  from  the  house,  and  the  assailants  fired  at  it  for  some 
time,  without  eflect  on  either  side.  The  insurgents  then  set  fire  to  Rea- 
gan's barn,  which  they  burned,  and  retired.  In  the  course  of  a  day  or 
two  150  men  returned  to  renew  the  attack.  After  some  parleying,  Rea- 
gan, rather  than  shed  blood,  proposed  to  capitulate,  provided  they 
would  give  him  honorable  terms  and  assurances  that  they  would 
neither  abuse  his  person  nor  destroy  his  property,  he  to  give  up  his 
commission,  and  never  again  act  as  an  exciseman.  These  stipulations 
were  agreed  to,  reduced  to  wilting  and  signed  by  the  parties.  Reagan 
then  opened  his  door,  and  came  out  with  a  keg  of  whiskey  and  treated 
them.  However,  after  the  whiskey  was  drunk,  some  of  them  began  to 
say  that  he  was  let  off  too  easy,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  set  up  as  a  tar- 
get to  be  shot  at.  Some  were  for  tarring  and  feathering  him,  but  others 
took  his  part,  and  said  he  had  acted  manfully",  and  that  after  capitu- 
lating they  were  bound  to  treat  him  honorably'.  At  length  they  got 
to  fighting  amongst  themselves.  After  this  it  was  proposed  and  carried 
that  Reagan  should  be  court-martialled,  and  that  they  would  march  off 
right  away  to  Ben.  Wells,  of  Fayette  county,  the  excise  officer  there, 
and  catch  him  and  try  him  and  Reagan  both  together.  They  set  out  ac- 
cordingly, taking  Reagan  along,  but  when  they  arrived  at  Wells'  house 
he  was  not  there,  so  they  set  tire  to  it  and  burned  it  to  the  ground  with 
all  its  contents.  They  left  an  ambijsh  near  the  ruins,  in  order  to  seize 
Wells.  Kext  morning  he  was  taken,  but  during  the  night,  as  Reagan 
had  escaped  and  Wells  was  very  submissive  with  them,  they  let  him 
off  without  further  molestation. 

The  next  attack  was  made  on  Captain  Webster,  the  excise  officer  for 
Somerset  county,  by  a  company  of  about  150  men  from  Westmoreland. 
They  took  his  commission  from  him,  and  made  him  promise  never 
again  to  act  as  a  collector  of  excise.  An  attempt  was  made  by  some  of 
the  party  to  fire  his  haystacks,  but  it  was  prevented  by  others.  They 
marched  homeward,  taking  Webster  a  few  miles.  Seeing  him  very 
su  bmissive,  they  ordered  him  to  mount  a  stump  and  repeat  his  prom- 
ise never  again  to  ant  as  a  collector  of  excise,  and  to  hurrah  three  times 
for  "  Tom  the  Tinker,"  after  which  they  dismissed  him. 

This  term,  "Tom,  the  Tinker,"  came  into  popular  use  to  designate 
the  opposition  to  the  excise  law.  It  was  not  given  by  adversaries  as  a 
term  of  reproach,  but  assumed  by  the  insurgents  in  disguise  at  an  early 
period. ' '  A  certain  John  Holcroft, ' '  says  Mr.  Brackenridge,  "was  thought 
to  have  made  the  first  application  ol  it  at  the  attack  on  Wm.  Coughran, 
whose  still  was  cut  to  pieces.  This  was  humorously  called  mending 
his  still.  The  menders,  of  course,  must  be  tinkers,  and  the  name 
collectively  became  Tom  the  Tinker."    Advertisements  were  put  up 
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on  trees  and  other  conspicuous  places,  with  the  signature  of  Tom  the 
Tinker,  threatening  individuals,  admonishing  or  commanding  them. 
Menacing  letters,  with  the  same  signature,  were  sent  to  the  Pittsburg 
Gazette,  with  orders  to  publish  them,  and  the  editor  did  not  dare  re- 
fuse. "At  Braddock's  field  the  acclamation  Avas,  'Hurrah  for  Tom  the 
Tinker!'  'Are  you  a  Tom  Tinker's  man?'  Every  man  was  willing  to 
be  thought  so,  and  some  had  great  trouble  to  wipe  ofl'  imputations  to 
the  contrary."  Mr.  Findley  says  "it  afterwards  appeared  that  the  let- 
ters did  not  originate  with  Holcroft,  though  the  inventor  of  them  has 
never  been  discovered." 

The  office  in  Washington  opened  to  receive  the  annual  entries  of 
stills,  after  repeated  attempts,  was  suppressed.  At  tirst  the  sign  was 
pulled  down.  On  the  6th  of  June,  twelve  persons,  armed  and  painted 
black,  broke  into  the  house  of  John  LjTin,  where  the  office  was  kept, 
and,  beguiling  him  by  a  promise  of  safety  to  come  down  stairs,  they 
seized  and  tied  him,  threatened  to  hang  him,  took  him  into  the  woods, 
cut  ofl'  his  hair,  tarred  and  feathered  him,  and  swore  him  never  again 
to  allow  the  use  of  his  house  for  an  office,  never  to  disclose  their  names, 
and  never  again  to  aid  the  excise;  having  done  this,  they  bound  him, 
naked,  to  a  tree  and  left  him.  He  extricated  himself  next  morning.  . 
They  afterwards  pulled  down  part  of  his  house,  and  compelled  him  to 
seek  an  asylum  elsewhere. 

In  Congress,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1794,  the  excise  law  was  amended. 
Those,  however,  who  desired  not  amendment,  but  absolute  repeal, 
were  thereby  incited  to  push  matters  to  a  more  violent  crisis.  It  be- 
came indispensable  for  the  government  to  meet  the  opposition  with 
more  decision.  Process  issued  against  a  number  of  non-complying 
distillers  in  Fayette  and  Allegheny.  Indictments  were  found  against 
Robert  Smilie  and  John  M'Culloch,  rioters,  and  process  issued  accord- 
ingly. 

It  was  cause  of  great  and  just  complaint  in  the  western  counties,  that 
the  federal  courts  sat  only  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountains,  and 
that  individuals  were  subjected  to  ruinous  expenses  when  forced  to 
attend  them.  The  processes,  requiring  the  delinquent  distillers  to  ap- 
pear at  Philadelphia,  arrived  in  the  west  at  the  period  of  harvest,  when 
small  parties  of  men  were  likely  to  be  assembled  together  in  the  fields. 
In  Fayette  county  the  marshal  executed  his  processes  without  inter- 
ruption, though  under  discouraging  circumstances.  In  that  county 
the  most  influential  citizens  and  distillers,  had,  at  a  meeting  in  the 
winter  or  spring  previous,  agreed  to  promote  submission  to  the  laws, 
on  condition  that  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  oflicers. 

In  Allegheny  county,  the  marshal  had  successfully  served  all  the 
processes  except  the  last,  when,  unfortunately,  he  went  into  Pittsburg. 
The  next  day,  15th  July,  1794,  he  went  in  company  with  Gen.  Neville, 
the  inspector,  to  serve  the  last  writ  on  a  distiller  named  Miller,  near 
Peter's  creek.  It  is  believed  that  had  Major  Lenox,  the  marshal,  gone 
alone  to  serve  that  remaining  one,  there  would  have  been  no  inter- 
ruption. Unfortunately  he  called  on  the  inspector  to  accompany  him. 
Gen.  Neville  was  a  man  of  the  most  deserved  popularity,  says  Judge 
^Yilkinson,  and  in  order  to  allay  opposition  to  the  law  as  far  as  possi- 
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ble,  was  appointed  inspector  for  Western  Pennsylvania.  His  appear- 
ing, however,  in  company  with  the  marshal,  excited  the  indignation 
of  some  of  Miller's  neighbors,  and  on  the  return  of  the  marshal  and 
inspector,  they  were  followed  by  five  or  six  men,  armed,  and  a  gun 
was  discharged  towards  them,  not,  it  is  believed,  with  a  design  to  in- 
jure, but  to  alarm  them  and  show  their  dislike  towards  the  inspector. 

On  the  day  of  this  occurrence,  there  was  a  military  meeting  at  Mingo 
creek,  about  seven  miles  distant  from  the  inspector's  house,  for  the 
purpose  of  drafting  men  to  go  against  the  Indians.  A  report  of  the 
attack  on  the  marshal  and  inspector  was  carried  to  this  meeting,  and 
on  the  day  following  at  day-light,  about  thirty  young  men,  headed  by 
John  Holcroft,  the  reputed  "Tom  the  Tinker,"  assembled  at  the  house 
of  the  inspector  and  demanded  the  delivery  of  his  commission  and 
official  papers.  This  was  refused,  and  the  firing  of  guns  commenced. 
It  is  not  known  who  tired  the  first  gun— the  insurgents  always  main- 
taining that  it  came  from  the  house,  and  their  only  intention  was  to 
alarm  the  inspector,  and  to  cause  him  to  deliver  his  papers. 

The  firing  went  on  for  some  time  from  the  house  and  froin  the  as- 
sailants. At  length  a  horn  was  sounded  in  the  house,  and  then  there 
was  a  discharge  of  firearms  from  the  negro  quarters,  which  stood 
apart  from  the  mansion  house.  From  the  guns  of  the  negroes,  who 
probably  used  small  shots,  five  or  six  of  the  insurgents  were  wounded, 
one  of  them  mortally.  Forthwith  the  report  spread  that  the  blood  of 
citizens  had  been  shed,  and  a  call  was  made  on  all  who  valued  liberty 
or  life  to  assemble  at  Mingo  Creek  meeting  house,  prepared  to 
avenge  the  outrage.  Some  went  willingly,  others  were  compelled  to 
go.  A  large  number  assembled  at  the  place  of  rendezvous.  Three 
men  were  appointed  to  direct  the  expedition,  and  Major  Macfarlane, 
who  had  been  an  ofiicer  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line  of  the  Revolution, 
was  chosen  to  command  the  armed  force.  When  they  came  within 
half  a  mile  of  Neville's  house,  leaving  those  who  had  no  firearms  in 
charge  of  the  horses,  they  advanced.  After  the  first  attack,  Neville 
had  left  his  house,  and  Major  Kijkpatrick,  with  ten  or  twelve  United 
States  soldiers,  had  come  to  defend  it.  Kirkpatrick  was  allied  to  the 
family  of  Neville  by  marriage.  When  the  assailants  approached  the 
house,  the  three  men  who  were  to  superintend  the  aff'air  took  their 
station  on  an  eminence  at  a  distance.  Macfarlane  and  his  men  ap- 
proached within  gun-shot  and  demanded  Neville.  It  was  answered 
that  Neville  was  not  in  the  house  nor  on  the  premises.  His  commis- 
sion and  official  papers  were  then  demanded,  with  a  declaration  that  jf 
not  delivered  they  would  be  taken  by  force.  Kirkpatrick  replied  that 
he  had  a  suflicient  force  to  defend  the  house,  and  he  would  not  sur- 
render the  papers.  Macfarlane  informed  him  that  he  would  wait  un- 
til the  women  and  children,  which  he  observed  were  in  the  house, 
had  withdrawn,  and  then  he  would  commence  the  attack,  unless  his 
demands  were  complied  with.  The  women  withdrew  and  the  firing 
began  on  both  sides. 

After  several  rounds,  the  firing  seemed  to  cease  from  the  house,  and 
Macfarlane,  supposing  a  parley  was  desired,  stepped  from  behind  a 
tree  which  protected  him  and  ordered  his  men  to  stop.     At  that  in- 
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slant* a  ball  from  the  house  struck  him,  and  he  expired  in  a  few  min- 
utes. Some  of  the  assailants,  -without  orders,  applied  a  torch  to  the 
barn ;  from  the  barn  the  fire  spread  to  the  other  outbuildings,  and 
from  them  to  the  dwelling  house.  When  the  house  caught  fire, 
Kirkpatrick  surrendered  nnd  was  permitted  to  leave,  with  his  com- 
mand uninjured. 

The  death  and  funeral  of  Macfarlane  greatly  increased  the  excite- 
ment, and  runners  were  sent  forth  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  people  at 
Mingo  Creek  meeting  house,  to  determine  what  measures  were  to  be 
taken.  In  the  town  of  Washington,  among  others,  the  messenger 
urged  David  Bradford  and  Col.  John  Marshall,  to  attend  the  proposed 
meeting.  At  first,  they  both  refused.  Marshall  said  he  M-ould  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  business;  and  Bradford  declined  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  county,  and  that  his  services 
in  that  capacity  might  hereafter  be  called  for.  They  afterwards  chang- 
ed their  minds,  attended  the  meeting,  where  hearing  the  story  of 
what  they  called  the  murder  of  Macfarlane,  their  sympathies  became 
excited,  and  from  that  moment  they  took  a  warm  and  active  part.  The 
prominent  persons  at  this  meeting  were  those  named,  and  Messrs  Par- 
kinson, Cook  and  Brackenridge.  The  latter,  it  appears,  attended  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  the".r  confidence.  He  suggested  that  though 
what  they  had  done  might  be  morally  right,  yet  it  was  legally  wrong, 
and  advised  the  propriety  of  consulting  their  fellow  citizens.  A  meet- 
ing of  delegates  from  the  Western  counties  was  therefore  ordered  to 
be  held  at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  now  ]SIonongahela  City,  on  the  14th  of 
August. 

A  night  or  two  after  the  meeting  at  Mingo  creek,  Bradford  and  Mar- 
shall got  possession  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia  mail.  The  post- 
boy had  been  attacked  and  the  mail  taken  from  him  by  two  men  near 
Greensburg.  The  object  was  to  ascertain  what  had  been  written  to  the 
east,  respecting  the  disturbance.  Letters  were  found  giving  sad  ac- 
counts of  their  doings,  and  naming  individuals  concerned.  Those  of 
Gen.  Gibson,  Col.  Presley  Neville,  Mr.  Brison  and  Mr.  Edward  Daj', 
gave  the  greatest  ofi"ense  to  the  insurgents.  The  documents  not  refer- 
ring to  this  affair  were  put  into  the  mail  bag  and  returned  to  the  post 
office  in  Pittsburgh.  The  authors  of  the  objectionable  letters,  were,  in 
consequence,  obliged  to  leave  Pittsburgh  bj'  some  circuitous  route,  or 
conceal  themselves,  that  it  might  be  given  out  publicly  that  they  were 
gone. 

In  the  meantime,  Bradford  and  others,  without  a  semblance  of  au- 
thority, issued  a  circular  letter  to  the  colonels  of  the  several  regiments 
in  the  western  counties,  requiring  them  to  assemble  their  commands  at 
tne  usual  place  of  rendezvous,  fully  equipped  with  firearms  and  am- 
munition and  four  days'  provision,  and  from  thence  to  march  to  Brad- 
dock's  field,  so  as  to  arrive  on  Friday,  the  1st  of  August.  Strange  to 
say,  it  was  in  many  instances  promptly  obeyed  ;  many  who  despised  it 
at  heart  did  not  dare  to  disobey  it.  Bradford  afterwards  denied  that 
he  gave  such  an  order. 

There  were  but  three  days  between  the  date  of  the  orders  and  the 
time  of  assemblage,  yet  a  vast  and  excited  multitude  was  brought       o 
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gether,  many  m  companies,  underarms.  Some  were  well  disposed  to- 
wards the  Government,  but  came  for  fear  of  being  proscribed  ;  others 
as  mere  spectators ;  others,  such  as  Hugh  H.  Brackenridge  and  several 
from  Pittsburgh,  to  put  themselves,  if  possible,  at  the  head  of  the  mul- 
titude, and  restrain  them,  by  organization  and  management,  from  pro- 
ceeding to  open  outrage  and  rebellion.  Great  apprehension  was  en- 
tertained that  the  insurgents  mightproceed  toPittsburgliand  burn  the 
town.  The  obnoxious  persons  had  been  banished,  as  if  by  authority, 
in  deference  to  the  demands  of  the  Tom  Tinker  men,  and  the  Pitts- 
burgh delegation  were  careful  to  announce  the  lact  at  Braddock's  field. 
Probably  the  majority  of  those  assembled  were  secretly  well  disposed 
towards  the  Government,  but  afraid  to  come  out  and  avow  it.  Mr. 
Brackenridge  thus  describes  the  feeling  that  prevailed  there  and 
throughout  the  western  counties:  "A  breath  in  lavor  of  the  law  was 
sufficient  to  ruin  anv  man.  It  was  considered  as  a  badge  of  toryism. 
A  clergyman  was  not  thought  orthodox  in  the  pulpit  unless  against  the 
iaw.  A  physician  was  not  capable  of  administering  medicine,  unless 
his  principles  were  right  in  this  respect.  A  lawyer  could  have  got  no 
practice  without  at  least  concealing  his  sentiments,  if  for  the  law ;  nor 
could  a  merchant  at  a  country  store  get  custom.  On  the  contrary,  to 
talk  against  the  law  was  the  way  to  otBce  and  emolument.  To  go  to 
the  Legislature  or  to  Congress,  you  must  make  a  noise  against  it.  It 
was  the  Shibboleth  of  safety,  and  the  ladder  of  ambition." 

It  was  proposed  by  Bradford  to  march  and  attack  the  garrison  at  Pitts- 
burgh, but  this  was' abandoned.  Bradford  now  moved  that  the  troops 
should  goon  to  Pittsburgh.  "Yes,"  said  Brackenridge,  "by  all  means ; 
at  least  to  give  a  proof  that  the  strictest  order  can  be  observed,  and  no 
damage  done.  We  will  j  ust  march  through,  and,  taking  a  turn,  come 
out  upon  the  plain  on  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela;  and  after  taking 
a  little  whiskey  with  the  inhabitants,  the  troops  will  embark  and  cross 
the  river."  Officers  having  been  appointed,  Edward  Cook  and  Brad- 
ford, generals,  and  Col.  Blakenay,  officer  of  the  day,  the  insurgents 
marched  in  a  body,  by  the  Monongahela  road,  to  Pittsburgh.  By  the 
wily  management  of  some  of  the  Pittsburgh  gentlemen  the  groaterpart 
of  the  company,  after  being  diverted  by  a  treat,  were  got  across  the 
Monongahela.'  A  few,  however,  remained,  determined  to  burn  Gen. 
Neville's  house,  in  town,  and  Gen.  Gibson's  and  others.  By  the  influ- 
ence of  Col.  Cook,  Marshall  and  others  of  the  insurgent  party,  this 
outrage  was  prevented.  Major  Kirkpatrick's  barn,  across  the  river,  was 
burne'd.  If  they  had  succeeded  in  burning  two  or  three  houses  the 
whole  town  must  have  been  consumed.  "The  people,"  says  Mr.  Brack- 
enridge, "were  mad.  It  never  came  into  my  head  to  use  force  on  the 
occasion.  I  thought  it  safest  to  give  good  words  and  good  drink,  rather 
than  balls  and  powder.  It  cost  me  four  barrels  of  old  whiskey  that 
day,  and  I  would  rather  spare  that  than  a  quart  of  blood." 

An  account  of  these  turbulent  proceedings  reaching  the  State  and 
national  authorities,  a  conference  was  immediately  held.  Gov.  :>Iif- 
flin,  on  the  6th  of  August,  appointed  Chief  Justice  M'Kean  and  Gen- 
eral William  Irvine  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  western  country  to 
ascertain  the  facts  relative  to  the  laie  riots,  and,  if  practicable,  to  bring 
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the  insurgents  to  a  sense  of  their  duty.  The  day  following,  President 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  warning,  commanding  "all  per- 
sons being  insurgents,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September,  to  dis- 
perse and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes,"  at  the  same 
time  directing  the  raising  of  troops,  "to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning."    The  quota  of  the  States  was  as  follows  : 

Infantry.  Cavalry.  Artillery.  Total. 

Pennsylvania 4, 500  500            200  5, 200 

New  Jersey 1,500  500           100  2,100 

Maryland 2, 000  200           150  2, 350 

Virginia 3,000  300            ...  3,300 

11,000        1,500  450  12,950 


The  same  day  Gov.  Mifflin,  of  Pennsylvania,  issued  a  similar  proc- 
lamation, directing  the  quota  of  the  State  to  be  armed  and  equipped 
as  speedilj"- as  possible.  The  Governor  issued  a  second  proclamation, 
calling  together  the  Assembly  of  the  State  in  special  session. 

On  the  8th,  the  President  appointed  James  Ross,  Jasper  Yeates  and 
William  Bradford  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  western  counties  and  con- 
fer with  such  bodies  or  individuals  as  they  may  approve,  "in  order  to 
quiet  and  extinguish  the  insurrection,"  giving  them  full  instructions 
and  ample  powers  concerning  the  same. 

These  proceedings  in  the  east,  had  not  been  received  west  of  the  Al- 
leghenies  previous  to  the  meeting  called  for  the  14th  of  August,  at  Par- 
kinson's Ferry.  This  was  composed  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  dele- 
gates elected  by  the  respective  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Fdyette, 
Allegheny,  Washington  and  that  part  of  Bedford  lying  west  of  the 
mountains,  and  by  the  county  of  Ohio,  in  Virginia.  Many  had  been 
sent  with  a  view  to  stem  the  current  of  disorder  until  it  had  time  to 
cool  down.  This,  however,  was  only  to  be  accomplished,  as  some 
thought,  not  by  open  opposition,  but  by  covert  management.  Col. 
Cook  was  appointed  chairman,  and  Albert  Gallatin  secretary.  Gallatin, 
Brackenridge  and  Judge  Edgar,  of  Washington  county,  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  discussions.  The  intemperate  resolutions  were  gradu- 
ally softened  down  or  explained  away.  The  organic  force  of  the  in- 
surrection was  condensed  into  a  committee  of  sixty,  one  from  each 
township ;  and  this  committee  was  again  represented  by  a  standing 
executive  committee  of  tv.'elve.  The  committee  of  sixty  was  to  meet 
at  Redstone  Old  Fort  on  the  2d  of  September,  and  the  standing  com- 
mittee were  in  tTie  meantime  to  confer  with  the  U.  S.  commissioners, 
whose  arrival  had  been  announced  at  Pittsburg,  during  the  meeting. 
To  gain  time  and  restore  quietness  was  the  great  object  with  Gallatin 
and  his  friends.  Mr.  Gallatin  presented  with  great  force  the  folly  of 
past  resistance,  and  the  ruinous  consequences  to  the  country  of  the 
continuance  of  the  insurrection.  He  urged  that  the  government  was 
bound  to  vindicate  the  laws,  and  that  it  would  surely  send  an  over- 
Avhelming  force  against  them.  He  placed  the  subject  in  a  new  light, 
and  showed  the  insurrection  to  be  a  much  more  serious  afl'air  than  it 
had  before  appeared. 
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The  Pennsylvania  commissioners  reached  Pittsburgh  on  the  17th.  On 
the  20th  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the- Union,  with  those  on  the 
part  of  the  State,  met  tlie  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  at  Par- 
kinson's Ferrj'.  At  this  conference,  preliminary  proceedings  were 
taken  which  resulted  in  propositions  by  both  bodies  of  commissioners, 
who  explicitly  declared  tliat  the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  them 
"to  suspend  prosecutions,"  "  to  engage  for  a  general  pardon  and  ob- 
livion of  them,"  "must  be  preceded  by  full  and  satisfactory  assur- 
ances of  a  sincere  determination  in  the  people  to  obey  the  laws  of  the 
United  States."  The  committee  presented  their  grievances,  dwelling 
principally,  says  Chief  Justice  M'Kean,  on  their  being  sued  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  compelled  to  attend  trials  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  miles  from  their  places  of  abode,  before  judges 
and  jurors  who  were  strangers  to  them.  Every  argument  against  an 
•excise  was  urged,  but  it  was  clearly  evidenced  that  there  was  an  ap- 
prehension in  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  themselves  respect- 
ing the  safety  of  their  own  persons  and  propertj',  if  they  should  even 
recommend  what  they  conceived  best  for  the  people  in  the  deplorable 
situation  to  which  they  had  brought  themselves. 

The  conference  adjourned  to  the  28th  of  August,  to  meet  the  com- 
mittee of  sixty  at  Redstone  Old  Fort,  now  Brownsville,  where,  after 
two  days'  session,  the  propositions  of  the  commissioners  were  finally 
recommended  for  acceptance.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  a  Idng, 
sensible,  and  eloquent  speech  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  favor  of  law  and  or- 
der. Mr.  Brackenridge  enforced  and  enlarged  upon  the  arguments 
already  advanced  by  Gallatin.  Bradford,  in  opposition,  letofia  most  in- 
temperate harangue ;  but  when  he  found  the  vote,  34  to  23,  was  against 
him,  he  retired  in  disgust.  Afterwards,  alleging  that  he  was  not  sup- 
ported by  his  friends,  he  signed  the  terms  of  submission,  and  advised 
others  to  do  it.  Judge  Edgar  summed  up  the  argument  for  submis- 
sion, and,  by  his  pious  and  respectable  character  and  his  venerable 
appearance,  won  many  over  to  his  side. 

Such  was  the  fear  of  the  popular  phrensy  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
a  vote  could  be  had  at  this  meeting.  No  one  would  vote  by  standing 
up.  None  would  write  a  yea  or  nay,  lest  his  handwriting  should  be 
recognized.  At  last  it  was  determined  that  yea  and  nay  should  be 
written  by  the  secretary  on  the  same  pieces  of  paper,  and  be  dis- 
tributed, leaving  each  mem  ber  to  chew  up  or  destroy  one  of  the  words, 
while  he  put  the  other  in  the  box.  This  resulted  in  the  appointment 
of  another  committee  to  confer  with  the  commissioners,  who  were  also 
empowered  "to  communicate  throughout  the  several  counties  the  day 
at  which  the  sense  of  the  people  was  expected  to  be  taken"  on  this 
question,  "TFiVi  the  people  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  Uniteck States  upon 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States?^' 

The  foregoing  test  of  submission  was  to  be  signed  individually  by  the 
citizens  throughout  the  western  counties  before  or  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember. Only  ten  days  intervened,  says  Rev.  Dr.  Carnahan,  between 
the  offer  of  the  new  terms  and  the  day  on  which  each  individual 
should  secure  an  amnesty  of  the  past  by  a  written  promise  of  submis- 
sion to  the  laws.    Four  of  these  daj-s  passed  before  the  terms  were 
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printed,  lefiving  only  six  days  to  circulate  information  over  a  region 
much  larger  than  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  There  was  no  oppoi" 
tunity  to  instruct  the  people  respecting  what  was  to  be  done.  The 
consequence  was  that  in  some  places  the  people  did  not  meet  at  all. 

All  the  commissioners  had  returned  to  Philadelphia  before  the  day 
of  signing,  except  James  Ross,  who  remained  to  carry  the  signatures 
to  the  government.  Bradford  and  Marshall  signed  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed, and  to  the  credit  ol  the  former  be  it  stated  that  he  made  a  long 
speech,  exhorting  the  people  to  submit.  His  declaration,  signed  by 
himself  and  a  number  of  others,  is  found  among  the  documents  fol- 
lowing. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners,  however,  was  so  unfavorable  that 
the  President  thought  it  necessary  to  send  over  the  mountains  the  army 
already  collected,  but  within  a  few  days  after  Mr.  Ross  left  with  the 
papers  signed,  a  sudden  and  great  change  took  place  in  the  senti" 
ments  and  conduct  of  the  insurgents.  Various  meetings  were  held, 
and  strong  resolutions  were  passed,  expressing  their  ready  submitsion 
to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Ohio  county,  Virginia,  was  the  only  excep- 
tion—the inhabitants  of  that  district  being  as  rebellious  as  ever. 

The  armj',  as  previously  stated,  consisted  of  12,950  men.  Governor 
Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia,  was  placed  in  chief  command.  Governor 
Thomas  Mifflin,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Governor  Richard  Howell,  of  New 
Jersev ;  G^overnor  Thomas  S.  Lee,  of  Maryland,  and  General  Daniel 
Morn-an,  of  Virginia,  commanded  the  volunteers  from  the  respective 
States. 

The  President,  accompanied  by  General  Henry  Knox,  Secretary  of 
War,  General  Alex.  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Judge 
Richard  Peters,  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  set  out  for  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  on  the  1st  of  October.  Oa  Friday  His  Excellency 
reached  Harrisburg,  and  on  the  da}'  following,  Carlisle,  where  the 
main  body  of  the  army  had  preceded  him. 

The  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  on 
the  2d  of  October,  appointed  William  Findley,  of  Westmoreland,  and 
David  Redick,  of  Washington  county,  commissioners  to  wait  on  the 
President  and  to  assure  him  that  submission  and  order  could  be  re- 
stored without  the  aid  of  military  force.  They  met  President  Wash- 
ington at  Carlisle  on  the  10th,  where  several  interviews  were  had. 
They  made  known  to  him  the  change  that  had  taken  place,  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  who  had  no  concern  iu  the  disorders,  re- 
mained quietly  at  home  and  attended  to  their  business,  had  become 
convinced  that  the  violence  used  would  ruin  the  country ;  that  they 
had  formed  themselves  into  associations  to  suppress  disorder  and  to 
promote  submission  to  the  laws.  The  President,  in  reply,  stated  that 
as  the  army  was  already  on  its  way  to  the  disafi'ected  region,  the  or- 
ders would  not  be  countermanded,  yet  assured  the  delegates  that  no 
violence  would  be  used,  and  all  that  was  desired  was  to  have  the  in- 
habitants com©  back  to  their  allegiance. 

The  commissioners  returned,  called  anothermeetingof  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  on  the  24th,  and  made  their  report. 
Assurances  were  received  from  all  parts  of  the  country  that  resistance 
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to  the  laws  had  been  abandoned,  and  that  no  excise  officer  -would  be 
molested  in  the  execution  of  his  duties.  The  same  commissioners, 
■with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Ephraim  Douglass  and  Thomas  Morton, 
were  appointed  to  meet  the  President  on  his  arrival  at  Bedford,  and 
inform  him  of  the  state  of  the  country. 

The  President  left  Carlisle  on  the  11th  of  October,  reaching  Cham- 
bersburg  on  Ihe  same  day,  Willianisport  on  the  13th,  and  Fort  Cum- 
berland on  the  14th,  to  review  the  left  division  of  the  army,  consisting 
of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  volunteers.  On  the  19th,  he  reached 
Bedford,  where  he  remained  two  or  three  days,  then  returned  to  the 
Capital,  which  he  reached  on  the  28th. 

In  the  meantime,  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  insurgents, 
finding  that  the  President  had  left  for  the  east,  proceeded  to  Union- 
town,  to  confer  with  Gen.  Lee,  in  whose  hands  all  power  to  treat  with 
them  had  been  delegated,  who  received  them  with  civility,  assuring 
them  that  no  exertions  would  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  prevent  injury 
to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants.  He  bade  the 
commissioners  to  "quiet  the  apprehensions  ofall  on  this  score,"  that  he 
expected  on  the  part  of  "all  good  citizens  the  most  active  and  faithful 
co-operation,  which  could  not  be  more  eflfectually  given  than  by  circu- 
lating in  the  most  public  manner,  the  truth  among  the  people,  and  by 
inducing  the  various  clubs  which  had  so  successfully  poisoned  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  to  continue  their  usual  meetings  for  the  pio":iS 
purpose  of  contradicting  with  their  customary  formalities  their  past 
pernicious  doctrines.  A  conduct,  he  continued,  so  candid  should  par- 
tially atone  for  the  injuries  which,  in  a  great  degree,  may  be  attributed 
to  their  instrumentality,  and  must  have  a  propitious  influence  in  ad- 
ministering a  radical  cure  to  the  existing  disorders.''  This  report  was 
printed  and  widely  circulated.  The  General  himself  published  an  ad- 
dress to  the  inhabitants  of  the  "Four  Western  Counties,"  recommend- 
ing the  subscribing  ''an  oath  to  sujyport  the  Conxtitation  mid  obey  the 
Zaji'i,  and  by  entering  into  an  association  to  protect  and  aid  all  the 
officers  of  government  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  duties." 

Kotices  were  at  once  issued  by  all  the  justices  of  the  peace  that 
books  were  opened  at  their  respective  offices  "to  receive  the  tests  or 
oaths  of  allegiance  of  all  good  citizens."  At  the  same  time  Gen. 
Neville  gave  official  notice  for  the  immediate  entering  of  all  stills. 
At  once  the  people  attended  to  the  requirements  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  arm}'  and  the  law,  and  on  the  17th  of  November,  gen- 
eral orders  were  issued  for  the  immediate  return  of  the  troops,  except 
a  small  detachment  under  Gen.  Morgan,  directed  to  remain  at  Pitts- 
burgh "for  the  winter  defense." 

A  formal  investigation  was  held  by  Judge  Peters,  at  which  informa- 
tion was  made  against  many  who  had  really  been  guilty  of  no  offense 
against  the  government.  Quite  a  number  were  arrested  and  carried 
to  Pittsburgh.  Some  were  released  through  the  interposition  of  in- 
fluential friends,  while  others,  less  fortunate,  were  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia for  trial,  where  they  were  imprisoned  for  ten  or  twelve  months. 
Several  were  finally  tried,  one  or  two  convicted,  but  subsequently  par- 
doned. 
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In  the  language  of  Dr.  Carnahan,  "this  occurrence  was  salutary  as 
an  example,  showing  that  the  Federal  Government  was  not  a  rope  of 
sand  which  might  be  broken  at  the  will  of  any  section  of  the  coun- 
try, whenever  any  State  or  part  of  a  State  thought  a  particular  law- 
might  be  oppressive." 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF   THE   LEGISLATURE  OF   PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 


House  of  Repkesextatives, 
June22d,  1791. 

The  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  ever  attentive  to  the 
rights  of  their  constituents,  and  conceiving  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  them  to  express  their  sentiments  on  such  matters  of  a 
public  nature  as  in  their  opinion  have  a  tendency  to  destroy 
their  rights,  have  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  any  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  tending  to  the  collection  of  revenue  by  means  of  excise, 
established  on  principles  subversive  of  peace,  liberty  and  the 
rights  of  the  citizens,  ought  to  attract  the  attention  of  this 
House. 

Resolved,  That  no  public  urgency  within  the  knowledge  or 
contemplation  of  this  House  can,  in  their  opinion,  warrant  the 
adoption  of  any  species  of  taxation  which  shall  violate  those 
rights  which  are  the  basis  of  our  government,  and  which  would 
exhibit  the  singular  spectacle  of  a  nation  resolutely  oppressing 
the  oppressed  of  others,  in  order  to  enslave  itself. 

Resolved,  That  these  sentiments  be  communicated  to  the 
Senators  representing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  hope  that  they  will  oppose  every 
part  of  the  excise  bill  now  before  the  Congress  which  shall 
militate  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.   ' 


2— Vol.  IV. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING    AT   PITTSBURGH— 1791. 


At  Pittsburgh, 
the  1th  of  September,  HQl. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  from  the  counties  of 
Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette  and  Allegheny,  to  take 
into  consideration  an  act  of  Congress,  laying  duties  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1791  : 

For  Westmoreland  county — Nehemiah  Stokely  and  John 
Young,  esquires. 

For  Washington  county — Col.  James  Marshall,  Rev.  David 
Phillips  and  David  Bradford,  esquire. 

For  Fayette  county — Edward  Cook,  Nathaniel  Bradly  and 
John  Oliphant,  esquires. 

For  Allegheny  county — Col.  Thomas  Morton,  John  Woods, 
Esq'r,  and  William  Plumer,  Esq'r. 

Edward  Cook,  Esquire,  was  voted  in  the  chair,  and  John 
Young  appointed  secretary. 

Resolved,  That  having  considered  the  laws  of  the  late  Con- 
gress, it  is  our  opinion  that  in  a  very  short  time  hasty  strides 
have  been  made  to  all  that  is  unjust  and  oppressive.  W^e  note 
particularly  the  exorbitant  salaries  of  officers,  the  unreason- 
able interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  making  no  discrimi- 
nations between  the  original  holders  of  public  securities  and 
the  transferees,  contrary  to  the  ideas  of  natural  justice  in 
sanctioning  an  advantage  which  was  not  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  party  himself  to  receive,  and  contrary  to  the  municipal 
law  of  most  nations  and  ours  particularly,  the  carrying  into 
effect  an  unconscionable  bargain  where  an  undue  advantage 
has  been  taken  of  the  ignorance  or  necessities  of  another  ; 
and  also  contrary  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  these  States 
being  subversive  of  industry  by  common  means,  where  men 
seem  to  make  fortunes  by  the  fortuitous  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances, rather  than  by  economic,  virtuous  and  useful  employ- 
ment. What  is  an  evil  still  greater,  the  constituting  a  capital 
of  nearly  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  a  few  per. 
sons  who  may  influence  those  occasionally,  in  power,  to  evade 
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the  Constitution.  As  an  instance  of  this,  already  taken  place, 
we  note  the  act  establishing  a  National  Bank  on  the  doctrine 
of  implication,  but  more  especially  we  bear  testimony  to  what 
is  a  base  offspring  of  the  funding  system,  the  excise  law  of 
Congress,  pntitled  "An  Act  laying  duties  upon  distilled  spirits 
within  the  United  States,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

liesoloed,  That  the  said  law  is  deservedly  obnoxious  to  the 
feelings  and  interests  of  the  people  in  general,  as  being  at- 
tended with  infringements  on  liberty,  partial  in  its  operatLns, 
attended  with  great  expense  in  the  collection,  and  liable  to 
much  abuse  It  operates  on  a  domestic  manufacture,  a  manu- 
facture not  equal  through  the  States.  It  is  insulting  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  to  have  their  vessels  marked,  houses 
painted  and  ransacked,. to  be  subject  to  informers,  gaining  by 
the  occasional  delinquency  of  others.  It  is  a  bad  precedent 
tending  to  introduce  the  excise  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
countries  where  the  liberty,  property  and  even  the  morals  of 
the  people  are  sported  with,  to  gratify  particular  men  in  their 
ambitious  and  interested  measures. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  act  on  spirits  distilled  from  the  produce 
of  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  will  eventually  discourage 
agriculture,  and  a  manufacture  highly  beneficial  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  that  those  duties  which  fall  heavy,  especi- 
ally upon  the  western  parts  of  the  United  States,  which  are, 
for  the  most  part,  newly  settled,  and  where  the  aggregate  of 
the  citizens  is  of  the  laborious  and  poorer  class,  who  have  not 
themeans  of  procuring  the  wines,  spirituous  liquors.  &c  ,  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries. 

Resolved,  That  there  appears  to  be  no  substantial  difference 
between  a  duty  on  what  is  manufactured  from  the  produce  of 
a  country  and  the  produce  in  its  natural  state,  except,  per- 
haps, that  in  the  first  instance,  the  article  is  more  deserving  of 
the  encouragement  of  wise  legislation  as  promotive  of  indus- 
try, the  population  and  strength  of  the  country  at  large.  The 
excise  on  home-made  spirituous  liquors,  affects  particutarly,  the 
raising  of  grain,  especially  rye,  and  there  can  be  no  solid'rea. 
son  for  taxing  it  more  than  any  other  article  of  the  growth  of 
the  United  States. 
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Unsolved,  That  the  foregoing  representations  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  remonstrance  be  presented  to 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

llesolced.  That   the    following   address,  together  with   the 
whole  proceedings  of  this  committee,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted,  be  printed  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette." 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

EDWARD  COOK, 

Chairman. 


LAW  OF   PENNSYLVANIA    REPEALING    COLLECTION 
OF  EXCISE. 


AN  ACT  to  repeal  so  much  of  every  act  or  acts  of  Assembly  of  this 
State,  as  relates  to  the  collection  of  excise  duties. 
Section  1.  Jie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprc. 
sentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same.  That  so  much  of  every  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  au- 
thorize the  collection  of  any  duty  or  duties  upon  wine,  rum, 
brandy  or  other  spirituous  liquors,  shall  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  2.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed 
or  construed  to  prevent  the  recovery  of  all  such  duties  upon 
the  said  articles,  as  are  now  due  to  the  Commonwealth ; 
nor  to  release  or  take  away  any  forfeiture  or  penalty,  which 
any  person  or  persons  may  have  incurred  by  reason  of  the 
said  acts  of  Assembly  ;  but  that  all  prosecutions  commenced, 
or  which  may  be  commenced  in  consequence  thereof,  may  be 
prosecuted  to  as  full  effect,  as  if  such  acts,  or  parts  thereof, 
had  not  been  repealed, 

WILLIAM  BINGUAM, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
RICHARD  PETERS, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved — September  the  twenty-first,  1191. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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ACT  OF  CONGRESS  RELATING  TO  EXCISE. 


AN  ACT  concorning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  tbe  United 

States. 

Section  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Beprc- 
sentaliven  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  from  aud  after  the  last  day  of  Juue  next,  the  pre- 
sent duties  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and 
on  stills,  shall  cease,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof,  upon  all  spirits 
which  after  the  said  day  shall  be  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  wholly  or  in  part  from  molasses,  sugar  or  other  foreign 
materials,  there  shall  be  paid  the  duties  following,  that  is  to 
say: 

For  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  first  class  of  proof, 
ten  cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  second  class 
of  proof,  eleven  cents  ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the 
third  class  of  proof,  twelve  cents;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
spirits  of  the  fourth  class  of  proof,  fourteen  ceuts ;  for  every 
gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  fifth  class  of  proof,  eighteen 
cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  sixth  class  of 
proof,  twenty-five  cents.  And  upon  all  spirits  which  after  the 
said  day,  shall  be  distilled  within  the  United  States  from  ma- 
terials of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States,  in  any 
city,  town  or  village,  at  any  distillery  at  which  there  shall  be 
one  or  more  stills,  which  singly  or  together  shall  be  of  the  ca- 
pacity of  four  hundred  gallons  or  upwards,  there  shall  be  paid 
the  duties  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  first  class  of  proof, 
seven  cents  ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  second 
class  of  proof,  eight  cents  ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of 
the  third  class  of  proof,  nine  cents  ;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
spirits  of  the  fourth  class  of  proof,  eleven  cents  ;  for  every 
gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  fifth  class  of  proof,  thirteen 
cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  sixth  class  of 
proof,  eighteen  cents.  And  upon  stills  which  after  the  said 
day  shall  be  employed  in  distilling  spirits  from  materials  of 
the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States,  at  any  other  place 
than  a  city,  town  or  village,  or  at  any  distillery  in  a  city,  town 
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or  village  at  which  there  shall  be  one  or  more  stills,  which 
singly,  if  only  one,  or  together  if  more  than  one,  shall  be  of 
less  capacity  than  four  hundred  gallons,  the;-e  shall  bo  paid  the 
yearly  duty  of  fifty-four  cents  for  every  gallon  of  English  wine 
measure  of  the  capacity  or  content  of  each  and  every  such 
still  including  the  head  thereof:  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  at 
the  option  of  the  proprietor  or  possessor  of  aii}'  such  still,  in- 
stead of  the  said  yearly  duty,  either  to  pay  seven  cents  for 
every  gallon  of  spirits  by  him  or  her  distilled,  or  to  pay  at  the 
rate  of  ten  cents  per  gallon  of  the  capacity  for  each  and  every 
month  of  the  employment  of  any  such  still ;  and  in  case  the 
said  proprietor  or  possessor  shall  elect  to  pay  either  the  said 
rate  of  seven  cents  per  gallon  of  the  spirits  by  him  or  her  dis- 
tilled, or  the  said  monthly  rate  of  ten  cents,  according  to  the 
capacity  of  his  or  her  still  or  stills,  he  or  she  at  the  time  of 
making  entry  of  his  or  her  still  or  stills  in  manner  hereinafter 
directed,  shall  by  writing  under  his  or  her  hand,  left  at  the 
oflSce  of  insppction  where  such  entry  shall  be  made,  notify  the 
said  election  and  if  the  same  shall  be  to  pay  the  said  monthly 
rate  of  ten  cents,  shall  demand  a  license  for  the  term  of  time 
specifying  the  day  of  commencing  and  the  day  of  ending, 
during  which  he  or  she  shall  intend  to  work  his  or  her  still  or 
stills,  which  license  shall,  without  dela}^  or  expense,  to  the 
said  proprietor  or  possessor  be  granted,  and  shall  be  signed  by 
the  supervisors  of  the  revenue  and  countersigned  by  the  offi- 
cer at  whose  ofiBce  application  for  the  same  shall  have  been 
made.  And  in  the  case  of  an  election  to  pay  the  said  monthly 
rate  of  ten  cents,  it  shall  not  bo  lawful  for  any  person  by 
whom  the  same  shall  have  been  made  to  work  his  or  her  still 
or  stills,  at  any  time,  within  the  year  from  the  date  of  his  or 
her  entry  thereof,  other  than  that  for  which  a  license  shall 
have  b3en  granted,  unless  he  or  she  shall  have  previously  ob- 
tained another  license  for  such  further  time,  which  upon 
like  application  shall  and  may  be  granted  in  like  manner  ; 
and  if  any  such  person  shall  work  his  or  her  still  or  stills, 
contrary  to  the  direction  or  povision  aforesaid,  he  or  she  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offense  two  hundred  dollars  ; 
and  in  every  case  in  which  any  proprietor  or  possessor 
of  a  still  or  stills,  subject  to  the  payment  of  duty  accord- 
ing to  the  capacity  of  such  still  or  stills,  shall  not  make  elec- 
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tion  to  pay  according  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  alternatives 
aforesaid,  or  shall  not  duly  comply  therewith,  he  or  she  shall 
be  liable  to  pay  and  shall  pay  the  said  yearly  rate  of  fiftj'-four 
cents  for  every  gallon  of  the  capacity  or  capacities  of  his  or 
her  still  or  stills. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be  in  each 
county  comprehended  within  any  district,  at  least  one  oflSce 
of  inspection,  at  which  every  person  having  or  keeping  a  still 
or  stills  within  such  county,  shall  between  the  last  day  of  May 
and  the  first  day  of  July,  in  each  year,  make  entry  of  such 
still  or  stills,  and  at  which  every  person,  who  being  a  resident 
within  the  county,  shall  procure  a  still  or  stills,  or  who  remov- 
ing within  a  county,  shall  bring  therein  a  still  or  still,  shall 
within  thirty  days  after  such  procuring  or  removal,  and  before 
he  or  she  shall  begin  to  use  such  still  or  stills,  make  entry 
thereof.  And  every  entry,  besides  describing  each  still  and 
the  capacity  thereof,  shall  specify  the  place  where,  and  the 
person  in  whose  possession  it  is  and  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  intended,  as  whether  for  sale  or  use  in  distilling,  and  in  the 
case  of  removal,  shall  specify  the  place  from  which  every  such 
still  shall  have  been  brought. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  proprietor  and 
possessor  of  a  still  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the 
duty  thereupon;  and  that  every  owner  of  land,  upon  which 
any  still  shall  be  worked,  shall  be  liable  for  the  duty  there- 
upon, unless  the  same  shall  be  worked  by  a  lawful  and  bona 
fide  tenant  of  the  land  of  an  estate,  not  less  than  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  or  unless  such  owner  can  make  it  appear,  that 
the  possessor  of  or  person  by  whom  such  still  shall  have  been 
worked,  was  during  the  whole  time  of  working  the  same,  a 
trespasser  or  intruder  on  his  land. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  officer  of  in- 
spection within  whose  survey  any  distillery  of  Geneva  or 
sweet  cordials,  subject  to  the  payment  of  duty  by  the  gallon 
of  the  spirits  distilled  thereon  may  be,  shall  forbear  to  visit  o 
inspect  for  a  space  not  exceeding  two  hours  in  each  day  such 
part  of  the  said  distillery  as  he  may  be  required  by  the  pro- 
prietor, possessor  or  manager  of  such  distillery  to  forbear  to 
visit  and  inspect,  for  which  purpose  it  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  said  proprietor,  possessor  or  manager,  to  give  notice  in 
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"writing  to  the  said  oiEcer,  describing  tlaerein  particularly  the 
part  of  such  distillery,  which  it  shall  be  his  desire  that  the 
said  oflScer  may  forbear  to  visit  and  inspect,  and  specifying 
the  time  of  each  day  for  which  such  forbearance  shall  be 
desired. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  iu  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  regulate  as  well 
the  marks  to  be  set  upon  the  casks,  vessels  and  packages  con- 
taining distilled  spirits,  as  the  forms  of  the  certfficates  which 
are  to  accompany  the  same,  and  that  when  any  cask  or  vessel 
in  which  distilled  spirits  have  been  contained,  shall  have  been 
emptied  of  its  contents,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  marks  there- 
upon to  be  effaced  by,  or  in  the  presence  of  an  officer  of  in- 
spection, and  if  the  said  cask  or  vessel  shall  afterwards  be 
used  for  putting  therein  other  spirits,  the  same  may  be  marked 
anew. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  instead  of  a  notice 
of  twenty-four  hours,  heretofore  required  to  be  given  of  the 
intent  to  export  distilled  spirits  in  order  to  the  benefit  of  the 
drawback  of  the  duties  thereupon,  six  hours  shall  be  sufficient. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be  an  abate- 
ment for  leakage  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  in  every  case 
in  which  the  duty  shall  be  payable  by  the  gallon  of  the  spirits 
distilled,  to  be  allowed  at  the  distillery  where  such  spirits  shall 
be  made. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officer  of  inspec- 
tion within  whose  survey  any  still  shall  be,  the  duty  where- 
upon is  payable  according  to  the  capacity  of  the  still,  shall 
identify  by  progressive  numbers  and  other  proper  marks  every 
such  still  within  his  survey,  and  the  duty  thereupon  shall  oper- 
ate  as  a  specific  lien  upon  the  said  still. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  distiller  of, 
and  dealer  in  spirits,  who  may  have  in  his  or  her  possession, 
distilled  spirits  not  marked  or  certified,  pursuant  to  the  act, 
entitled  *;An  Act  repealing  after  the  last  day  of  June  next, 
the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from 
abroad,  and  laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the 
same,"  shall  prior  to. the  last  day  of  September  next,  report 
the  spirits  in  his  or  her  possession,  in  writing,  at  some  office 
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of  inspection,  to  the  end  that  such  spirits  may  be  marked  and 
certified  as  old  stock.     And  that  from  and  after  the  said  last 
day  of  September  next,  casks  and  vessels  of  the  capacity  of 
twenty  gallons  and  upwards,  containing  distilled  spirits,  which 
shall  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  distiller  or  dealer  in 
spirits,  except  at  a  distillery  where  the  same  were  made,  or  in 
going  from  one  place   to  another,  without  being  marked  ac- 
cording to  law,  or  without  having  a  certificate  from  some  pro- 
per oflicer,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  and  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  of  inspection,  upon  re- 
quest of  any  dealer  or  distiller  to  take  measures  for  the  mark- 
ing of  casks,  vessels  and  packages  containing  distilled  spirits, 
and  to  furnish  such  dealer  or  distiller,  free  from  expense,  with 
certificates  to  accompany  the  same  :  Provided,  That  it  shall 
not  be  incumbent  upon  any  such  officer  to  mark  or  certify  any 
cask,  vessel  or  package  which  ought  to   have   been   before 
marked  or  certified  according  to  any  law  of  the  United  States. 
Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three, 
no  distilled  spirits,  except  anack  and  sweet  cordials,  shall  be 
brought  into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
except  in  casks  or  vessels   of  the  capacity  of  ninety  gallons 
and  upwards. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  drawback  of  the 
duty  on  distilled  spirits  which  shall  be  exported  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  shall  be  allowed  upon  any  quantity  lees  than 
one  hundred  gallons. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  no  distilled  spirits  shall  be  brought  into  the 
United  States,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  in  any  cask  or 
vessel,  which  shall  have  been  marked  pursuant  to  any  law  of 
the  United  States  concerning  distilled  spirits,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  the  spirits  so  brought,  and  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in 
which  they  shall  be  brought. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  owner  or  pos- 
sessor of  any  still  or  stills  shall  neglect  to  make  entry  thereof 
within  the  time  and  in  manner  prescribed  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  such  owner  or  possessor  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  and  if  any  distilled 
spirits,  except  anack  and  sweet  cordials,  sball,  after  the  last 
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day  of  April  next,  be  brought  into  the  United  States  in  casks 
or  vessels  of  less  capacity  than  ninety  gallons,  all  such  spirits, 
and  the  casks  and  vessels  containing  the  same  shall  be  subject 
to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  and  every  such  penalty  or  forfeit- 
ure shall  be  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  and  the 
other  half  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  first  discover  and 
make  known  the  matter  or  thing  whereby  the  same  shall  have 
been  incurred. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That  the 
duties  hereby  laid  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  same  time, 
and  are  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  to  and  for  the  same 
purposes  as  those  in  lieu  of  which  they  are  laid  and  pursuant 
to  the  act,  entitled  " A.xi  Act  repealing  after  the  last  day  of 
June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  im- 
ported from  abroad  and  laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also 
upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and  for  appro- 
priating the  same." 

Sec.  15,  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  to  make  good  any 
deficiency  which  may  happen  in  consequence  of  the  reduction 
hereby  made  in  the  rates  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  with- 
in the  United  States,  and  on  stills  so  much  of  the  product  of 
the  duties  laid  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  for  raising  a 
farther  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  as  may  be  necessary,  shall 
be  and  is  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  to  the  same  pur- 
poses to  and  for  which  the  duties  hereby  reduced  were  pledged 
and  appropriated. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  make  such  allowances  for 
their  respective  services  to  the  supervisors,  inspectors  and 
other  officers  of  inspection,  as  he  shall  deem  reasonable  and 
proper,  so  as  the  said  allowances,  together  with  the  incidental 
■expenses  of  collecting  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  shall  not  exceed  seven  and-a-half  per  centum  of 
the  total  product  of  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  for  the 
period  to  which  the  said  allowances  shall  relate,  computing 
from  the  time  the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  repealing  after  the 
last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 
spirits  imported  from  abroad  and  laying  others  in  their  stead, 
and  also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and 
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for  appropriating  the  same,  took  effect :  And  provided  also, 
That  such  allowance  shall  not  exceed  the  annual  amount  of 
seventy  thousand  dollars,  until  the  same  shall  bo  further  ascer- 
tained by  law. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act,  entitled 
"An  Act  repealing  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties 
heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad  and 
laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same," 
shall  extend  to  and  be  in  full  force  for  the  collection  of  the 
several  duties  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  for  the  recovery 
and  distribution  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  herein  con- 
tained, and  generally  for  the  execution  of  this  act,  as  fully  and 
effectually  as  if  every  regulation,  restriction,  penalty,  provi- 
sion, clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  were  inserted 
in  and  re-enacted  by  this  present  act,  subject  only  to  the  alter- 
ations hereby  made. 

JONATHAN  TRUMBULL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
RICHARD  HENRY  LEE, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate. 
Approved — May  eighth,  1792. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  United  States. 


MINUTES  OF  Tii  ]  MEETING   AT  PITTSBURGH— 1792. 


x\t  a  meeting  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Coun- 
ties of  Pennsylvania,  held  at  Pittsburgh,  on  the  21st  day  of 
August,  1792. 

Present : — John  Canon,  AVilliam  Wallace,  Shesbazer  Bent- 
ley,  Bazel  Bowel,  Benjamin  Parkinson,  John  Huey,  John  Ba- 
doUet,  John  Hamilton,  John  M'Clellan,  Neal  Gillespie,  David 
Bradford,  Thomas  Gaddes,  Rev.  David  Philips,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, Matthew  Jamison,  James  Marshall,  James  Robinson,  James 
Stewart,  John  Smilie,  Robert  M'Clure,  Peter  Lisle,  Alexander 
Long,  Samuel  Wilson  &  Edward  Cook. 
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Colonel  Joha  Canop  was  placed  in  the  Chair,  and  Albert 
Gallatin  appointed  Clerk. 

The  Excise  Law  of  Congress  being  taken  under  considera- 
tion and  freely  debated,  a  committee  of  five  members  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  draught  of  Eesolutions,  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  I^Ieeting  on  the  subject  of  said  Law. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


August  22,  1T92. 

TheMembers  of  the  Meetinghaving  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, the  Committee  appointed  yesterday  made  report,  which 
being  read  twice  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  unanimously 
adopted  as  foUoweth,  to  wit : 

Strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  fatal  consequences 
that  must  attend  an  Excise,  convinced  that  a  tax  upon  liquors, 
which  are  the  common  drink  of  a  nation,  operates  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  and  not  to  the  wealth  of  the  people,  and,  of 
course,  is  unjust  in  itself  and  oppressive  upon  the  poor  ;  taught 
by  the  experience  of  other  countries  that  internal  taxes  upon 
consumption,  from  their  very  nature,  never  can  effectually  be 
carried  into  operation  without  vesting  the  oflBcers  appointed  to 
collect  them  with  powers  most  dangerous  to  the  civil  rights  of 
freemen,  and  must  in  the  end  destroy  the  liberties  of  every 
country  in  which  they  are  introduced.  Feeling  that  the  late 
excise  law  of  Congress,  from  the  present  circumstances  of  our 
agriculture,  our  want  of  markets  and  the  scarcity  of  a  circu- 
lating medium,  will  bring  immediate  distress  and  ruin  on  the 
Western  Country.  We  think  it  our  duty  to  persist  in  our  re- 
monstrances to  Congress,  and  in  every  other  legal  measure 
that  may  obstruct  the  operation  of  the  Law  until  we  are  able 
to  obtain  its  total  repeal ;  Therefore, 

Eesolved,  That  David  Bradford,  James  Marshall,  Albert  Gal 
latin,  Peter  Lisle  and  David  Philips,  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  a  remonstrance  to  Congress,  stating  our  ob- 
jections against  the  law  that  imposes  a  duty  upon  spirituous 
liquors  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  prajnng  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  same,  and  that  the  chairman  of  this  Meeting  be 
directed  to  sign  the  same,  in  the  name  of  the  Meeting,  and  to 
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take  proper  measures  to  have  it  presented  to  Congress  at  their 
next  session. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  that  our  measures  may  be  carried 
on  with  regularity  and  concert,  that  William  Wallace,  John 
Hamilton,  Shesbazer  Bentley,  Isaac  Weaver,  Benjamin  Park, 
inscn,  David  Redick,  Thomas  Stokely,  Stephen  Gapen,  and 
Joseph  Vanmetre,  Andrew  Rabb,  Thomas  Gaddis,  Alexander 
Long,  William  Whiteside,  John  Oliphaut,  Robert  McClure, 
James  Long,  Thomas  Benjamin  Patterson,  James  Stewart, 
Samuel  Johnston,  William  Plumer  and  Matthew  Jameson,  be 
respectively  appointed  committees  of  correspondence  for  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Fayette  and  Allegheny,  and  that  it 
shall  be  their  duty  to  correspond  together  and  with  such  com- 
mittee as  shall  be  appointed  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  county 
of  Westmoreland,  or  with  any  committees  of  a  similar  nature 
that  may  be  appointed  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and 
also,  if  found  necessary,  to  call  together  either  general  meet- 
ings of  the  people  in  their  respective  counties,  or  conference 
of  the  several  committees. 

And  whereas  some  men  may  be  found  amongst  us,  so  far 
lost  to  every  sense  of  virtue  and  feeling  for  the  distresses  of 
this  country,  as  to  accept  offices  for  the  collection  of  the  duty  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  in  future  we  will  consider  such  per- 
sons as  unworthy  of  our  friendship  ;  have  no  intercourse  or 
dealings  with  them  ;  withdraw  from  them  every  assistance,  and 
withhold  all  the  comforts  of  life  which  depend  upon  those  du- 
ties that  as  men  and  fellow  citizens  we  owe  to  each  other ;  and 
upon  all. occasions  treat  them  with  that  contempt  they  deserve ; 
and  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  most  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  people  at  large  to  follow  the  same  line  of  conduct  to- 
wards them. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Minutes  of  tliis  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman,  attested  by  the  Clerk  and  published 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette. 

JOHN  CANON,  Chairman.    .^ 
Attest : 

Albert  Gallatix,  Clerk. 
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PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Philadelphia,  September  15,  1792. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  Stalest : 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  Certain  violent  and  unwarrantable  proceedings 
have  lately  taken  place,  tending  to  obstruct  the  operation  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  raising  a  revenue  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  same,  enacted  pursuant  to  express  author- 
ity delegated  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  which 
proceedings  are  subversive  of  good  order,  contrary  to  the 
duty  that  every  citizen  owes  to  his  country  and  to  the  laws, 
and  of  a  nature  dangerous  to  the  very  being  of  government : 

And  whereas,  Such  procefedings  are  the  more  unwarrantable, 
by  reason  of  the  moderation  which  has  been  heretofore  shown 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  of  the  disposition  which 
has  been  manifested  by  the  legislature,  (who  alone  have  au- 
thority to  suspend  the  operation  of  laws,)  to  obviate  causes  of 
objection  and  to  render  the  laws  as  acceptable  as  possible  : 

And  whereas,  It  is  the  particular  duty  of  the  Executive  "to 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  and  not  only 
that  duty,  but  the  permanent  interests  and  happiness  of  the 
people  require  tliat  every  legal  and  necessary  step  should  be 
pursued,  as  well  to  prevent  such  violent  and  unwarrantable 
proceedings,  as  to  bring  to  justice  the  infractors  of  the  laws 
and  secure  obedience  thereto. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  George  Washington,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  by  these  presents,  most  earnestly  admonish 
and  exhort  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern,  to  refrain  and  de- 
sist from  all  unlawful  combinations  and  proceedings  whatso- 
ever, having  for  object  or  tending  to  obstruct  the  operation  of 
the  laws  aforesaid,  inasmuch  as  all  lawful  ways  and  means  will 
be  strictly  put  in  execution  for  bringing  to  justice  the_^infrac- 
tors  thereof,  and  securing  obedience  thereto. 

And  I  do  moreover  charge  and  require  all  courts,  magistrates 
and  officers  whom  it  may  concern,  according  to  the  duties  of 
their  several  oiBces,  to  exert  the  powers  in  them  respectively 
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vested  by  law,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  thereby  also  enjoin- 
ing and  requiring  all  persons  whomsoever,  as  they  tender  the 
welfare  of  their  country,  the  just  and  due  authority  of  gov. 
ernmentand  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  to  be  aiding^ 
and  assisting  therein  according  to  law. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  Seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents,  and  Signed  the  same 
with  my  Hand.  Done  this  fifteenth  day  of  September,  in  the- 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  seventeenth, 

GKO.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  President, 

Th.  Jefferson. 


GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN  TO  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,    October  5,  1792. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

Sir  : — Ihave  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  Proclamation,  that  you 
have  issued,  in  consequence  of  certain  irregular  and  refractory 
proceedings,  which  have  taken  place,  in  particular  parts  of 
some  of  the  States,  contravening  the  laws  for  raising  a  revenue 
upon  spirits,  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  it  aff'ords 
me  the  sincerest  satisfaction  to  find  that  you  repose  a  just  con- 
fidence in  the  exertions  of  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
further  in  every  proper  way  the  particular  object  of  the  meas- 
ure which  you  have  at  this  time  adopted,  as  well  as  on  every 
other  occasion  to  promote  a  due  obedience  to  the  constitutional 
laws  of  the  Union. 

Previously  to  the  publishing  of  your  Proclamation,  certain 
Rioters  of  the  county  of  Chester,  who  in  opposing  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Revenue  upon  spirits,  had  committed  an  assanlt 
and  battery  on  the  officer  were  indicted,  convicted  and  fined 
and  I  am  informed  that  the  regular  process  had,  likewise, 
issued  against  the  perpetrators  of  a  similar  ofience  in  the  county 
of  Allegheny.     Every  other  necessary  step  which  the  law  per- 
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mits  to  be  taken  I  will  cheerfully  pursue,  in  order  to  prevent 
or  punish  the  repetition  of  delinquencies  so  hostile  to  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  community,  for  independent  of  an  earnest 
desire  to  contribute  to  the  tranquility  and  honour  of  your  ad- 
ministration, I  am  sensible  that  the  prosperity  of  every  in- 
dividual State  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  Union,  which 
-can  only  be  effected  by  a  strict  and  faithful  attention  to  our 
Federal  obligations.  Under  these  impressions,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  address  a  letter,  (a  copy  of  which  I  take  the  liberty 
to  inclose)  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  requesting  that  they  will 
inculcate  the  indispensable  duty  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  and  particularly  as  far  as  their  jurisdiction  extends, 
that  they  will  charge  the  Grand  Inquests  convened  in  the 
several  counties  to  enquire  into  and  present  offeuces  of  the 
nature  to  which  your  Proclamation  refers. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
With  perfect  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't 
Humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MHTLIN.  • 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  THE  JUDGES  OF  THE 
SUPREME  COURT. 


Philadelphia,  OcCr  5th,  1792. 

Gentlemex  : — The  President  has  communicated  to  me  a  copy 
of  a  Proclamation,  which  he  issued  in  consequence  of  certain 
irregular  and  refractory  proceedings  that  have  taken  place  in 
particular  parts  of  some  of  the  States,  contravening  the  laws 
for  raising  a  revenue  from  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States ;  and  I  am  desirous,  in  every  proper  way,  to  manifest 
my  disposition  to  further  the  object  of  the  particular  measure, 
which  he  has,  at  this  time,  adopted,  as  well  as  to  promote,  on 
every  occasion,  a  due  obedience  to  the  Constitutional  laws  of 
the  Union. 
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Permit  me,  therefore.  Gentlemen,  to  request  that  you  will 
take  every  official  opportunity  to  inculcate  the  indispensable 
duty  of  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Congress,  and,  particularly, 
that  you  will  be  pleased,  as  far  as  the  jurisdiction  of  your  court 
extends,  to  charge  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  several  counties 
within  your  district,  to  enquire  into  and  present  all  oflences  of 
the  nature  to  which  the  Proclamation  refers. 

I  am  persuaded.  Gentlemen,  that  you  are  convinced  with 
me,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  States,  individually,  depends 
upon  the  prosperity  of  the  Union,  which  can  only  be  effected 
by  a  strict  and  faithful  attention  to  our  Federal  obligations, 
and,  viewing  the  vigilance  and  wisdom  with  which  you  dis- 
charge the  other  duties  of  your  important  station,  I  repose  a 
perfect  confidence  in  your  exertions  upon  the  particular  sub- 
ject that  I  have  now  suggested. 

I  am,  with  Great  esteem.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Most  Obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  Honorable,  Tqomas  M'Keax,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice, 

and  his  Associates  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania. 


CIRCULAR  TO  THE  CLERKS  OF  THE  COURTS. 


Secretary's  Office, 
Philad'a,  '2d  Nov'r,  1791'. 

Sir  : — The  Governor  directs  me  to  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  transmit  to  him,  by  the  return  of  the  post,  tran- 
scripts of  the  records  of  all  (if  any)  prosecutions,  whether 
commenced  or  concluded,  for  Riots  or  other  Breaches  of  the 

peace,  committed  in  the  county  of ,  in  opposition  to 

the  collection  of  the  revenue  on  Spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  JSec'ry. 
To  the  clerks  of  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  in 
the   counties  of  Chester,    Bedford,    Bucks,    Northumberland, 
Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette   &  Allegheny,  respect- 
tively. 
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JUDGE  ADDISOX^^  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Washington,  4th  Nov'r,  1792. 

giR  :__!  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  yesterday  inclosing  a 
copy  of  the  President's  proclamation,  issued  in  consequence  of 
certain  refractory  proceedings  in  opposition  to  the  Excise  law, 
and  urging  that  I  take  every  official  opportunity  of  inculcating 
obedience  to  the  Acts  of  Congress,  and  especially  that  I  charge 
the  Grand  Juries  of  this  District  to  enquire  into  and  present 
all  offences  of  the  nature  referred  to  by  the  Proclamation. 

For  the  complimentary  part  of  your  \etter  I  beg  leave,  togeth- 
er with  my  thanks,  to  offer  you  assurance,  that  it  is  my  highest 
pride,  and  shall  be  ray  earnest  study  to  deserve  such  sentiments, 
though  I  know  1  must  in  great  measure  depend  for  them  on 
the  indulgence  of  those  who  view  my  conduct.  I  wish  you 
also  to  believe  that  there  is  no  man  either  in  private  or  official 
capacity  more  desirous  than  I  to  discharge  those  federal  obli- 
gations on  which  the  prosperity  of  the  Union  truly  depends, 
and  though  I  am  not  so  partial  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of 
the  United  States  as  to  believe  that  they  have  not  in  some  in- 
stances mistaken  their  object  and  their  means,  yet  I  think  there 
is  no  man  who  would  with   greater  punctuality  discharge  the 

*Al,exander  Addison  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  1759.  He 
was  educated  at  Edinburgh,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presby- 
tery of  Aberlowe,  Scotland.  He  emigraced  to  Pennsylvania,  and,  on 
Dec.  20,  1785,  applied  to  the  Presbytery  of  Redstone  to  be  taken  under 
their  care.  The  examination  did  not  prove  altogether  satisfactory, 
but  permission  was  granted  him  to  preach  in  the  bounds  of  the  Presby- 
tery, application  having  been  made  from  the  town  of  Washington  for 
the  stated  labors  of  Mr.  Addison.  Shortly  after  he  gave  up  preaching 
and  turned  his  attention  to  the  law.  He  settled  at  Pittsburgh,  w,here 
he  practised  as  a  lawyer.  He  was  president  judge  of  the  district 
which  included  the  western  counties  for  twelve  years.  He  was  're- 
moved, by  impeachment,  through  political  rancor.  He  was  an  ac- 
complished scholar  and  a  cultivated  writer.  He  published  "Observa- 
tions on  Gallatin's  Speech,"  1798  ;  "Analysis  of  the  Report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Va.  Assembly,"  1800;  "Penn'a  Reports,"  1800.  Dr. 
Carnahan  sa^-s  of  him,  "a  more  intelligent,  learned,  upright  and  fear- 
less judee  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  State."  His  charge  to  the 
Grand  Jury  during  the  Insurrection  is  a  noble  monument  of  his 
talents  and  worth.     He  died  November  24,  1807. 
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duties  of  an  officer  than  according  to  the  best  of  my  jud^^ment 

Believing  yo„  anxious  that  all  who  act  under  von,  or  by  Tour 
appointment,  discharge  their  duties  consonantly  with  the  lire 
of  the  r  respective  offices,  and  therefore  desirous  to  possess  i ,! 
formafon  necessary  to  judge  of  their  conduct,  I  tlk.t  . 
cumbent  on  me  to  state  what  n>y  conduct  has  been  on  the  s..b 
.lect  of  the  President's  Proclamation.  >ne  s  b. 

The  lirst  act  of  violence  alluded  to  in  this  Proclamation  an- 
peaed  ,n  Washington  County  last  winter,  in  tarring  and 
feathering  a  Deputy  Exciseman,  and  a  person  who  carried  It' 

ledetal  court.      Similar  outrages,  attended  with  more  or  less 
aggravating  crcimstances,  took  place  in  each  of  the  otbe 
counties  of  this  circuit.     I  inclose  that  part  of  my  charge  to 

bie «      A:rr,'  ''"™'"  ----S  "l.ioh  respected"  th: 
subject^    An  Indictment  was  found  against  the  rioters  in  Alle- 
gbeny  County ;  thoy  were  taken,  pleaded  not  guilty  I  think 
and,  at  last  were  discharged  on  the  Habeas  Corp^    act    he 

guilty  of  a  farther  outrage,  in  carrying  ofl'  certain  persons 
whom  they  suspected  as  witnesses,  and  detaining  them  till"  f! 
ter  the  Grand  Jury,  who  found  the  Bill,  was  di^issed.     For 
this  they  were  also  indicted,  some  of  them  have  been  taken 
and  fined,  they  are  the  least  guilty,  or  miserably  poor      T  "e 
suppose   .ringleader  is  under  recognisance  to  the  next  te  m 
At  layette  County,  after  I  had  charged  the  Grand  Jury  I  ha^' 
pened  to  see  a  newspaper  containing  M.  de  la  Fayette's  letter 
on  his  resigning  the  command  of  the  National  Guard   ancJ 
as  It  inculcated,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the  duty  of  snbmi;sion 
to  Government   I  addressed  the  Jury  a  second  time  on    h" 
subjec    0/  the  not  in  that  county,  and  read  to  them  that  letter 
^o  Bill  was  found,  as  the  Jury  told  me,  for  want  of  proof    A 
Bill  was  found  in  Washington  County  in  consequence  ofaEe- 
cognizance  taken  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.     The  usual  pro- 
ceedings  have  followed  and  the  defendant's  recognizance  has 
been  forfeited  and  sued.     Nothing  that  I  recollection  thi^s  b- 
ject  required  again  any  publick  notice  from  me  till  after  mv 
last  return   from  Philadelphia  ;    soon   after  that  an  outra-^e  of 
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great  enormity  was  committed  in  Washington,  the  natuie  of 
•wliich  you  will  see  from  ray  address  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  that 
county  at  last  sessions  which  1  have  also  inclosed,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  this  matter.  Besides  this  1  sent  fur  some  persons  who 
1  had  supposed  could  point  out  some  of  the  rioters,  but  I  re- 
ceived no  satisfactory  information  from  them.  As  the  business 
was  become  of  moment,  1  thought  it  proper  to  consult  the  other 
members  of  the  court,  and  urged  it  as  our  duty  to  summon 
those  and  other  witnesses  to  testify  to  the  grand  Jury  what 
they  knew.  The  other  judges,  or  some  of  them,  seemed  to  en- 
tertain a  different  sentiment,  and  thought  this  would  be  step- 
ping out  of  our  line,  and  that  it  was  not  our  duty  to  hunt  after 
prosecutions;  all  hesitated  and  I  could  not  obtain  their  consent 
to  my  proposition.  My  opinion  is  that  no  such  clear  evidence 
could  have  been  produced  as  to  give  us  reason  to  expect  the 
finding  of  a  Bill.  Besides  my  general  desire  to  preserve  the 
Deace  and  dignity  of  the  State  in  this  county,  1  had  an  addi- 
tional motive  for  zeal  in  this  matter.  I  have  long  entertained 
an  opinion  which  the  most  serious  reflection,  (and  I  have  given 
it  a  serious  reflection,)  has  not  altered  but  confirmed,  that  the 
powers  of  the  federal  courts  in  the  extent  given  them  by  the 
judicial  laws  of  the  Union  are  useless  or  dangerous.  Useless, 
because  the  State  courts  are  capabJe  in  a  proper  manner  of  dis. 
charging  almost  all  their  duties.  Dangerous,  because  if  they 
exercise  their  powers  they  must  either  destroy  the  essence  of 
the  trial  by  Jury,  or  swallow  up  the  State  courts.  It  is  better 
to  have  them  useless  than  dangerous.  If  therefore^  the  State 
courts  should  punish  and  suppress  these  riots,  the  federal  courts 
would  have  less  or  no  inducement  to  interfere  in  them.  If  the 
State  courts  should  not,  the  interference  of  the  federal  courts 
would  be  necessary;  necessity  would  render  this  interference 
not  unacceptable  ;  habit  would  render  the  increasing  interfer- 
ence pass  without  observation,  and  their  power  in  all  its  dan. 
gerous  extent  would  be  fixed.  My  wish,  therefore,  was  that 
our  State  courts  should  suppress  these  riots  and  leave  no  rea- 
sonable desire  in  the  federal  courts  to  take  notice  of  them. 

At  the  end  of  last  court  in  Washington*,  I  received  from  Mr, 
Clymer  a  letter  which  produced  a  correspondence,  w^ience 
probably,  for  I  have  h^^ard  Mr,  Clymer  expressed  dissatisfaction 
at  the  manner  in  which  his  application  to  rae  ended,  the  Presi- 
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dent's  letter  to  jou,  and  yours  to  mc  have  proceeded.  I  there 
fore  inclose  copies  of  this  correspondence,  and  I  hope  you 
will  think  as  I  do,  that  I  should  ill  have  sustained  the  dignity 
of  that  station  with  which  you  have  honoured  me,  if  for  so  friv- 
olous a  reason  I  had  submitted  to  act  in  the  subordinate  capacity 
which  he  appears  to  have  assigned  me.     Had  ho  made  any  re- 

questof  me  as  an  officer,  I  should  thenhaveknown  howto answer 

him  as  such.     Being  impressed  with  a  consciousness  of  having 
done  my  duty,  I  am  desirous  that  in  this  and  in  every  other 
part  of  my  conduct   I  should  have  your  approbation      For 
your  approbation,  and  that  of  all  whose  opinion,  from  their 
capacity  of  judging,  truly  deserves  regard,  I  consider  as  the 
best  reward  of  that  earnestness  with  whicli  I  strive  to  make 
my  office  effective  and  useful.     This  also  suggests  a  wish  that 
if  my  conjecture  be  well  founded,  (for  it  may  be  groundless,) 
that  the  President's  address  to  you  had  in  any  respect  my  con- 
duct as  its  object,  you  would  if  you  think  it  proper  have  this 
letter  and  the  inclosures  or  copies  thereof  transmitted  to  him. 
It  may  be  fit  to  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  you, 
that  at  the  last  Court  in  this  county,  Joseph  Bentley  and  Of - 
wald  Bentley,  were  convicted  at  a  court  of  Goal  Delivery  of 
Burglary      In  consequence  of  this  they  were  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia   goal.      By   this   conviction   their   estates  are   forfeited 
as  directed  by  the  laws  &  constitution  of  this  State.     Joseph, 
I  believe,  has  a  plantation.     With  what  other  property  or  with 
what  incumbrance,  or  what  property  Oswald  has,  I  know  not. 

You  will  perhaps  submit  this  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
his  consideration  and  directions. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Groat  Respect, 

Your  Most  Obed't 

and  very  Ilumb'l  Serv't, 

ALEX'R  ADDISON. 

To  Thomas  Miffli.v,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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EXTRACT     FROM     PRESIDENT    WASHINGTON'S    AN- 
NUAL MESSAGE. 


Phiiad'a,  November  6,  1792. 
The  prosperous  state  of  our  revenue  has  been  intimated. 
This  would  be  still  more  the  case  were  it  not  for  the  impedi- 
ments which  in  some  places  continue  to  embarrass  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  tbe  United  States. 
These  impediments  have  lessened,  and  arc  lessening  in 
local  extent,  and  as  applied  to  the  community  at  large,  the 
■contentment  with  the  law  appears  to  be  progressive.  But  symp- 
toms of  increased  opposition  having  lately  manifested  them- 
selves in  certain  quarters,  I  judged  a  special  interposition  on 
my  part  proper  and  advisable,  and  under  this  impression,  have 
issued  a  proclamation  warning  against  all  unlawful  combina- 
tions and  proceedings,  having  for  their  object  or  tending  to 
obstruct  (.he  operation  of  the  law  in  question,  and  announcing 
that  all  lawful  ways  and  means  would  be  strictly  put  in  execu- 
tion fur  bringing  to  justice  the  infrgictors  thereof  and  securing 
obedience  thereto. 

Measures  have  also  been  taken  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
ofifeuders  ;  and  Congress  may  be  assured,  that  nothing  "CVithin 
constitutional  and  legal  limits  which  may  depend  on  me,  shall 
be  wanting  to  assert  and  maintain  the  just  authority  of  the 
laws.  In  fulfilling  this  trust,  I  shall  count  entirely  upon  the 
full  co-operation  of  the  other  departments  of  the  government, 
and  upon  the  zealous  support  of  all  good  citizens. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  bring  again  into  the  view  of  the  legislature 
the  subjectof  a  revision  of  the  judiciary  system.  A  representa- 
tion from  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  which  will  be  laid 
before  you,  points  out  some  of  the  inconveniences  that  are  ex- 
perienced. In  the  course  of  the  execution  of  the  laws  con- 
siderations arise  out  of  the  structure  of  that  system,  which,  in 
some  cases,  tend  to  relax  their  efficacy.  As  connected  with 
this  subject,  provisions  to  facilitate  the  taking  of  bail  upon  pro- 
cesses out  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Statee,  and  a  supple- 
mentary definition  of  oUences  against  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  union,  and  of  the  punishment  for  such  offences,  will,  it 
is  presumed,  be  found  worthy  of  particular  attention. 
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CHARGE  OF  CHIEF  JUSTICE   M'KEAN,*  AND   REPLY 
OF  THE  GRAND  JURY. 


Philadelphia,  Nov.  8,  1792. 

[Extract  from  a  charge  delivered  by  his  Honor,  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Grand  Jury  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  De- 
livery.] 

Before  I  conclude,  it  grieves  me  that  I  have  occasion  to 
mention,  that  there  has  been  an  illegal  combination  to  oppose 
the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  raising  a 
revenue  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  same,  insomuch  as  to 
constraiji  the  President  to  issue  his  proclamation,  exhorting  all 
persons  whom  it  may  concern  to  restrain  from  all  unlawful 
combinations  and  proceedings  whatsoever,  having  for  object  or 
tending  to  obstruct  the  operation  of  the  said  laws,  and  charging 
and  requiring  all  courts,  magistrates  and  oflBcers  whom  it  may 
concern,  to  exert  their  lawful  powers  in  bringing  to  justice  the 
infractors  thereof,  and  to  secure  obedience  thereto;  and  en- 
joining all.  persons  whomsoever,  as  the}''  tender  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  the  just  and  due  authority  of  government,  and 

■*Thomas  McKean  was  born  in  Chester  county,  March  19, 1734.  Af- 
ter an  academic  and  professional  course  of  study,  he  was  admitted  an 
attorney,  and  soon  after  appointed  deputy  attorney  general  for  Sus- 
sex county,  Delaware.  In  1757  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Assembly,  and  from  1762  to  17G9  was  member  thereof  from  the 
county  of  New  Castle.  In  1765  he  assisted  in  framing  the  address  of 
the  Colonies  to  the  British  house  of  commons.  In  1771  he  was  ap- 
pointed collector  of  the  port  of  New  Castle ;  member  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  in  1774,  and  annually  re-elected  until  Februarj-,  1783. 
In  1778  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  articles 
of  confederation,  and  in  1781  president  of  Congress.  In  addition  to 
these  duties,  in  1777  he  acted  as  President  of  Delaware,  and  un- 
til his  election  as  Governor,  from  1777  to  1799  held  the  office  and  ex- 
ecuted the  duties  of  chief  justice  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  pro- 
moter of  and  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  commanded 
a  battalion  which  served  under  Washington  in  the  winter  of  1776-77. 
He  was  elected  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  three  terms,  (1799  to  1809,) 
under  the  Constitution  of  1790,  of  the  convention  framing  which  he  was 
a  member.     He  died  at  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  of  June,  1817. 
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the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  to  be  aiding  and  assist- 
ing therein  according  to  law. 

The  Governor,  anxious  for  a  strict  and  faithful  attention  to 
our  federal  obligations,  and  convinced  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  States  individually,  depends  on  the  prosperity  of  the 
union,  has  been  pleased,  by  a  letter  directed  to  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court,  on  the  5th  of  last  month,  to  request  that 
we  will  take  every  official  opportunity  to  inculcate  the  indis- 
pensable duty  of  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  par- 
ticularly, as  far  as  our  jurisdiction  extends,  to  charge  the 
Grand  Juries  to  enquire  into  and  present  all  offences  of  the 
nature  to  which  the  President's  proclamation  refers. 

It  is  strange  that  a  people,  but  just  rescued  from  the  galling 
yoke  of  foreign  bondage,  having  just  got  rid  of  a  despotic 
government,  will  not  submit  to  one  free  and  'equal.  What 
avails  it  to  be  exempt  from  the  chains  of  a  precarious  tyranny 
if  men  still  continue  slaves  to  caprice  of  their  own  corrupt  na- 
ture? The  smallest  tax,  though  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
public  safety  against  a  barbarous  savage  enemy,  and  tending 
also  to  promote  industry  and  to  restrain  excess  in  the  use  of 
an  intoxicating  and  destructive  spirit,  makes  them  restless  and 
impatient.  They  quarrel  with  a  constitution  and  government 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  much  blood  and  treasure,  and 
framed  by  themselves ;  they  despise  the  rulers  of  their  own 
choice,  and  trample  on  laws  of  their  own  making.  What  oc- 
casion is  there  for  such  violent  and  unwarrantable  proceed- 
ings ?  If  any  law  shall  bear  heavy  on  the  citizens  or  any  class 
of  them,  why  do  they  not  represent  the  case  to  the  proper  leg- 
islature, composed  of  persons  elected  by  themselves  ?  If  the 
complaint  is  founded  in  reason,  they  may  be  sure  of  redress. 
The  disease  must  be  known  before  the  remedy  can  be  applied. 
Men  who  regard  order,  tranquility  arid  peace,  men  who  love 
their  country,  will  use  all  honest  means  to  promote  them  ;  they 
will  endeavor  to  enlighten  the  ignorant,  to  calm  the  passions 
of  the  violent,  and  by  their  advice,  influence  and  example,  to 
inculcate  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  for  where  the  laws  end, 
there  tyranny  begins.  Any  government  is  preferable  to  none, 
a  tyranny  to  an  anarchy. 

If  any  of  the  offences  referred  to  in  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  shall  have  been  committed  within  this  city  or  county. 
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and  have,  or  shall  come  to  your  knowledge,  I  rest  assured  you 
will  present  the  offender  to  the  court  for  trial  and  for  punish- 
ment. 

To  which  the  Grand  Jury  returned  the  following-  answer  : 

The  Grand  Jury  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  beg 
leave  to  return  their  thanks  to  the  honorable  the  Chief  Justice^ 
for  the  charge  delivered  to  them  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  and 
do  sincerely  participate  in  the  pain,  expressed  by  your  honor,, 
on  account  of  the  late  illegal  combination  among  some  of  our 
western  brethren,  to  oppose  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  for 
raising  a  revenue  on  distilled  spirits. 

It  is  matter  of  great  concern  to  us  that  an  event  so  prejudi- 
cal  to  the  public  happiness,  and  so  inconsistent  with  an  enlight- 
ened attachment  to  liberty  and  law,  should  have  occurred  in  a 
State  of  which  we  are  citizens,  and  which  is  so  deeply  inter- 
ested by  its  internal  and  local  circumstances  steadily  to  main- 
tain public  order. 

Amidst  these  painful  sensations,  however,  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  the  honorable  court,  that  we  have  not  failed  to  exercise 
our  vigilance  and  zeal  in  making  diligent  enquiry  of  all  such 
offences  as  may  have  been  committed  within  our  jurisdiction,, 
and  are  happy  to  assure  you  that  we  have  found  none  of  the 
nature  referred  to  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  whose  upright  and  mild,  but  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  our  excellent  constitution  and  laws,  we  will,  even 
strenuously  support,  both  in  our  public  and  private  capacities. 
We  beg  leave  to  request  a  copy  of  that  part  of  your  charge 
which  relates  to  the  President's  proclamation  for  publication  ;. 
being  fully  impressed  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  it,  wilk 
meet  the  entire  approbation  of  every  good  citizen. 

In  behalf  of  the  Grand  Jury  unanimously. 

John  Barhv,  Foreman.: 
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REPLY  OF  CONGRESS   TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Philad'^,  November  9,  1792. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  avow  the  obligation  of  the  govern- 
ment to  afford  its  protection  to  every  part  of  the  union,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  regret  that  even  a  small  por- 
tion of  our  fellow  citizens  in  any  quarter  of  it  should  have 
combined  to  oppose  the  operation  of  the  law  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  a  law 
repeatedly  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  the  nation,  and  at 
this  juncture  materially  connected  with  the  safety  and  protec- 
tion of  those  who  oppose  it.  Should  the  means  already  adopt- 
ed fail  in  securing  obedience  to  this  law,  such  further  meas- 
ures as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  com- 
plete operation,  cannot  fail  to  receive  the  approbation  of  the 
legislature  and  the  support  of  every  patriotic  mind. 

It  yields  us  particular  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  productive- 
ness of  the  revenue  of  the  present  year,  will  probably  super- 
cede the  necessity  of  any  additional  tax  for  the  service  of  the 
next. 


JAMES    PRISON,    OF    ALLEGHENY,    TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  November  dih,  1792. 

Sir  :— I  had  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dal- 
las, requesting  that  I  would,  by  the  return  of  the  post,  trans- 
mit to  your  Excellency,  transcripts  of  the  proceedings  in  any 
prosecutions  which  may  have  been  commenced  or  concluded 
for  Riots  or  other  breaches  of  the  peace  committed  in  this 
county,  in  opposition  to  the  collection  of  the  Revenue  on 
Spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States. 

There  have  not  been  any  prosecutions  instituted  in  this 
county  for  Ricts  or  breaches  of  the  peace  committed  in  direct 
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opposition  to  the  Collection  of  that  Revenue.  But  an  Indict- 
ment was  found  at  December  Sessions,  1791,  against  Colonel 
Samuel  Wilson,  Samuel  Johnston,  James  Weight,  William 
Tucker  and  John  Moffitt,  for  having  Riotously  assembled  to- 
gether, and  assaulted,  beat  and,  with  a  red-hot  iron,  burnt  a 
certain  Robert  Wilson,  whom  it  appeared  by  some  part  of  the 
testimony,  they  had  suspected  of  having  been  concerned  in  the 
collection  of  the  Excise  on  liquor?.  But  he  was  a  young 
Schoolmaster  who  was  looking  for  employment,  and  carried 
with  him  very  reputable  testimonials  of  his  character.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  through  fear  of  further  injury,  or  from 
what  cause,  But  before  the  offenders  were  taken  upon  the  pro- 
cess of  the  Court,  the  young  man  who  had  been  so  abused,  lelt 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  at  last  June  Sessions,  the  Defen- 
dants, (except  Samuel  Johnston,  who  was  not  present,)  were 
discharged  by  proclamation — no  person  appearing  to  prosecute 
against  them.  The  testimony  of  John  Bell,  who  is  a  good 
honest  farmer.  States  that  John  Moffitt,  one  of  the  Defendants, 
told  the  deponent  that  He,  (Moffitt)  with  several  others,  had 
knocked  the  man  (speaking  of  Robert  Wilson)  down  and  beat 
and  abused  him  severely,  and  burnt  him  with  a  hot  iron,  both 
behind  and  before,  for  he  was  an  exciseman,  tho'  they  had  not 
seen  his  appointment  or  commission.  William  Richmond,  on 
his  oath,  mentions  that  Samuel  Johnston  offered  to  tender  an 
oath  to  Wilson,  "that  he  would  never  act  in  the  Department 
of  the  excise,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  which  oath  Robert 
Wilson  refused  to  take,  alleging  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that  businei-s,  one  way  or  other." 

As  the  Indictment  only  states  the  Riot,  assault,  battery  and 
burning,  without  m.entioning  anything  of  the  Revenue  law, 
and  as  Robert  Wilson,  the  injured  person,  actually  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  that  law,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
me  to  send  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings, 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BRISON. 

His  Excellency  Tuoiiai  Miiflix,  Esjuire,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

1 
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DAVID  KEDICK:*  to  secretary  DALLAS. 


Washington,   I4ih  Xov'r,  1192. 

Sir  : — Yours  of  the  2d  Inst,  did  not  come  to  hand  until  after 
the  departure  of  the  post,  etc.  I  should  have  endeavored  to 
have  complied  yfihh  your  request  at  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  the  Governour.  I  have  now  enclosed  a  trans- 
cript of  the  docket  entry,  with  copy  of  the  only  indictment 
which  has  been  found  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  this  County,  in 
consequence  of  an  opposition  to  the  Excise  law  of  Congress. 
It  is  thought  that  "Hamilton"  cannot  be  convicted  on  princi- 
ples of  law,  on  this  Indictment.  How  it  may  turn  Out,  I  don't 
know. 

Your  favor  by  post,  on  the  Subject  of  electors,  did  not  come 
to  hand  untill  after  the  day  of  election,  nor  was  I  at  Washing- 
ton, but  at  Pittsburgh  on  that  day,  under  the  care  of  a  Physi- 
cian. I  have  been  confined  almost  ever  since  I  arrived  from 
your  city  last.  In  my  Illness,  I  have  lost  the  use  of  my  right 
arm  and  hand.  The  use  of  my  fingers  are  so  far  restored,  that 
3'esterday  and  to-day  I  have,  for  the  first  time  since  last  Au- 
gust, pyt  pen  to  paper.  There  was  no  election  held  here  for 
electors.     I  understand  that  two  oc  three  of  our  high-toned 

*  David  Redick  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  lawyer  by  profession, 
admitted  to  practice  in  Washington  count}'  in  1782,  one  year  after  its 
organization.  In  178G  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Supremo  Exec- 
utive Council,  and  in  1788  chosen  Vice  President  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
duties  of  which  office  he  continued  to  exercise  until  January  19,  1789. 
In  October,  1787,  he  was  appointed  the  agent  of  the  State  for  communi- 
cating to  the  Governor  of  New  York  intelligence  respecting  Connecti- 
cut claims.  In  1791  Mr.  Redick  was  appointed  prothonotary  of  Wash- 
ington county,  and  the  following  year  clerk  of  the  cdurts.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  he  was  active  and  energetic,  and  we  find  him  exorcising  the 
duties  of  a  surveyor,  having  been  appointed  to  survey  the  ten  islands 
in  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  rivers,  and  divide  the  several  tracts  of  land 
opposite  Pittsburgh  into  building  or  town  and  outlots.  At  the  time  of 
the  "  Whiskey  Insurrection  "  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  defense  of 
law,  order  and  the  Constitution,  and,  with  Mr.  Findley,  was  appointed, 
October  2,  1794,  to  wait  upon  President  Washington  and  Gov.  Mifflin 
to  explain  the  state  of  afiairs  in  the  western  counties.  The  result  of 
their  commission  is  fully  narrated  in  these  papers.  Mr.  Redick  died 
at  Washington  September  28, 1805,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors 
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Oentlemen  had  address  enoug-h  to  prevent  it.  which  would  not 
have  been  the  case,  liad  I  been  in  health  and  at  home  at  the 
time  ;  perhaps  Coll.  Marshal  has  written  you  more  circumstan- 
tially on  the  subject. 

I  have  enclosed  the  lis}:,  required  by  law,  respecting-  fees 
taxed  in  my  office.     This  is  the  second  time  I  have  sent  this 
list  off  for  your  office  ;  I  hope  it  will  now  reach  you. 
1  am  Sir,  with  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  ob't  Serv't., 

DAVID  REDICK. 
J.  A.  Dallas. 

]  April  Sessions,  1792. 

The   Commonwealth     Indictment    Assault    and     Battery.     A 
y^  i       ii'ue     Bill.     Daniel     Hamilton     and 

Daniel  Hamilton.  Jarnes  Kerr     Sent   Jointly  and  Sev- 

I  erally  in  £500.  Recognizance  for- 
J  leited. 
The  Condition  is  that  Daniel  Hamilton  appear  at  next  Ses- 
sions and  answer  to  Two  Indictments  found  against  him,  the 
one  for  an  assault  and  Battery  said  to  be  committed  on  Charles 
Morrow,  the  other,  for  an  assault  and  Battery  committed  on 
John  Connor. 

Washington  County,  ss.,  April  Sessions,  one  Thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two. 
The  Grand  Inquest  for  the  Body  of  the  County  of  Washing- 
ton,  upon  their  Oath  and  solemn  affirmation  respectively,  do 
present  that  Daniel  Hamilton,  late  of  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, Yeoman,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  Thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  with 
force  and  arms  at  the  county  of  Washington  aforesaid,  in  and 
upon  one  John  Connor,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  then  and  there  being  an  assault, 
did  make,  and  him,  the  said  John,  did  beat,  wound  and  evilly 
treat  so  that  his  life  was.Greatly  dispaired  of,  and  other  wrongs 
then  and  there  did  to  the  great  Damage  of  the  said  John,  and 
against  the  peace  and  Dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  th(3  original  indictment. 

DAVID  REDICK. 
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WILLIAM  FINDLEY*  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


November  2lst,  1792. 

Dear  Governor: — In  consequence  of  what  passed  in  a  con- 
versation with  you  respecting  the  duty  imposed  on  Spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  I  have  consulted  the  Gentle- 
men, who  are  now  in  the  city  from  the  Western  Counties,  as 
well  as  carefully  reflected,  upon  the  circumstances  relating  to 
the  subject,  within  my  own  knowledge,  in  order  to  enable  me 
to  furnish  you  with  some  satisfactory  information  of  the  pre- 
valing  disposition  of  the  people  in  that  Quarter,  upon  so  in- 
teresting an  occasion. 

And  I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you,  as  the  result  of  my 
enquiries,  that  a  disposition  to  Male  treat  the  public  officers  or 
to  make  a  riotous  opposition  to  the  execution  of  the  Excise 
Law  is  neither  manifested  nor  patronized  by  the  leading  Citi- 
zens who  inhabit  the  Western  Counties  of  this  State  ;  that  the 
instances  of  such  conduct  have  been  few  and  too  much  magni- 
fied ;  that  those  which  have  happened,  arose,  probably,  among 
the  People  residing  in  a  very  small  part  of  the  Western  Dis- 
trict ;  that  whenever  they  were  brought  before  the  State  courts 
the  offenders  have  been  legally  punished  with  sufficient  seve- 
rity, and  that  in  my  opinion  the  federal  Courts  will  meet  with 
no  interruption,  unless  it  is  attempted  to  transport  the  per- 
sons accused  out  of  the  proper  Counties  for  trial.  In  that 
case,  indeed,  I  will  not  undertake  for  the  consequences.  Permit 
me  here  to  observe,  that  I  have  been  informed  that  two  re- 
spectable Citizens  in  the  Town  of  Washington  are  indicted 

*  William  Findley,  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  1750.  He  came 
to  Pennsylvania  in  earlj^  life.  Served  in  the  Revolution  and  at  its 
close,  removed  to  Westmoreland  county.*  Intelligent  and  a  fluent 
speaker,  he  soon  became  a  politician  ;  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1790,  and  member  of  Con- 
gress 1791-9  and  1803-17.  He  sided  with  Gallatin  in  his  opposition  to 
the  United  States  Constitution.  He  published  "  A  Review  of  the 
Funding  System,"  1794,  "  History  of  the  Insurrection  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania," 1793,  and  "Observations,"  vindicating  religious  libertj-, 
against  S.  B.  Wyiie.  He  died  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty, April  5,  1821. 
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upon  the  Oath  of  au  Hostler  of  low  character ;  and  that  those 
Citizens  are  actually  innocent.  I  know  they  are  of  good  char- 
acter and  averse  to  riots.  If  they  really  are  innocent,  tiie  prose- 
cution may  be  considered  as  an  unfortunate  circumstance, 
Pregnant  with  dangerous  effects.  Those  who  understand  the 
Excise  law  l^est,  and  are  most  zealous  for  to  have  it  repealed,  con- 
sider every  thing  riotous  and  indecent  as  unfortunate  and  im- 
politic ;  and  regret  that  the  attempts  to  execute  it,  have  been 
conducted  with  so  much  impropriety  as  to  invite  contempt 
and  resistance. 

However,  with  respect  to  the  probable  success  of  the  law,  or 
what  modifications  would  render  it  agreeable  to  the  people,  I 
can  state  no  precise  information  at  this  period.  I  could  have 
done  this  with  much  more  confidence  a  year  ago  ;  for  I  then 
conceived  that  alterations  moderate  in  themselves,  and  easily 
changed  as  circumstances  would  admit,  might  have  quieted 
the  Spirit  of  opposition,  at  least  so  far  as  to  permit  the  peace- 
able execution  of  the  Law.  To  accomplish  those  alterations, 
I  even  sought  opportunities  of  giving  Informations  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the  Revision  of  the  Law 
was  referred,  as  well  as  to  the  Legislative  body  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and  I  improved  those  oppor- 
tunities with  all  the  disinterestedness  and  Candour  of  which  I 
was  capable  ;  but  I  did  not  succeed  in  making  any  adequate 
impression,  those  modifications  which  were  obtained  not  be- 
ing adapted  to  those  who  are  distillers  of  grain  in  remote  situ- 
ations. 

When  I  returned  among  ray  Constituents,  I  discovered  that 
not  only  those  who  had  been  wavering  in  their  opinion,  but 
those  also  who  had  first  thought  that  they  could  avail  them- 
selves of  the  Law  to  advantage,  by  running  down  the  occu- 
piers of  small  stills  in  disadvantageous  situations,  and  even 
those  who  had  originally  advocated  the  law,  were  become 
unanimous  against  it ;  for  the  more  accurately  they  examine 
the  Law,  with  application  to  their  own  local  circumstances, 
tho}^  are  the  more  determined  and  unanimous  in  their  wishes 
fur  its  repeal.  They  can  conceive  no  amendment  agreeably 
to  the  Constitution,  that  can  do  Justice  to  Citizens  in  their 
situation.  By  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  them,  and 
also  by  some  who  ought  to  know  better,  the  people  of  the 
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Western  Counties  have  been  reproached  as  equally  unwilling 
fto  pay  any  kind  of  tax ;  but  the  public  records,  both  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Land  Office  of  the  Commonwealth,  afford  a 
standing  and  incontravertable  proof  that  whatever  may  have 
been  their  distresses  they  were  ever  willing  to  pay  their  taxes, 
&c. 

With  respect  to  the  modes  which  they  design  to  pursue  for 
attaining  their  wishes,  I  am  at  some  loss  to  supply  the  infor- 
mation that  you  seek.  Where  I  am  best  acquainted,  the  dis- 
"tiliers  mean  to  leave  off  the  business  intirely,  and  in  fact 
many  of  them  did  so  for  some  time  during  the  last  season,  but 
•taking  the  Countr}^  at  large,  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion. 
However,  they  all  agree  in  the  propriety  of  Petitioning  Con- 
gress on  the  subject.  The  very  low  price  of  Whisky  and  the 
•small  Quantity  that  can  h?  sold  for  Cash  at  any  prices,  not- 
-withstanding  the  encreased  consumption  occasioned  by  the 
army,  and  the  injustice  of  being  obliged  to  pay  as  much  Ex- 
cise out  of  two  ehillings,  with  dificulty  procured,  as  other 
•Citizens,  better  situated,  have  to  pay  out  of,  perhaps,  three 
times  that  sum,  much  easier  obtained,  comes  home  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  those  who  cannot  comprehend  theories. 

The  execution  of  the  law,  even  conducted  with  the  greatest 
discretion,  has  some  serious  difficulties  to  encounter.  It  is 
•well  known  that  in  some  Counties,  as  "well  of  Virginia  as  of 
iPennsylvania,  Men  have  not,  and  cannot  be  induced  by  any 
consideration  to  accept  of  the  Excise  offices.  In  those  coun- 
ties there  have  been  no  riots  nor  threatening  resolutions  ;  but 
this  arises  from  the  perfect  unanimity  which  subsists  in  the 
dislike  to  the  Law. 

Whatever  method  may  be  adopted  to  carry  the  law  into  effect, 
though  I  hope  that  riots  will  be  prevented,  yet  the  assistance 
of  the  people  to  support  the  officers,  I  presume,  is  not  to  be 
expected;  and  however  extraordinary  this  opinion  may  ap- 
pear, I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that  it  does  not  proceed  from  anti- 
federal  principles,  for  the  earliest  and  most  zealous  frienda  to 
the  Government  have,  generally,  been  among  those  who  have 
taken  a  lead,  from  the  beginning,  in  expressing  their  disappro- 
bation of  the  Excise. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  if  those  who  are  reputed  to  have  the 
.greatest  influence  in  that  country  were  to  advocate  the  Law, 
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instead  of  procuring  a  willing  acquiescence,  it  would  rather 
promote  their  determination  against  it. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  gratify  your  well  meant 
wishes  for  information  respecting  the  Western  Counties.  But 
you  will  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  more  accurate  Commu- 
nications on  that  subject  from  the  Members  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature. 

Though  Congress  is  fully  vested  with  the  Power  of  levying 
Excises,  yet  the  necessity,  the  time,  the  subjects  of  Excise, 
and   the   People's  prejudices   respecting   it,  are  questions  of 
serious  importance  to  government.     For  my  own  part,  from  a 
consideration  of  those  things,  I  thought  that  power  was  about 
to  be  exercised  prematurely  and  with  an  honest  zeal  for  the 
success  of  the  Government,  exerted  myself  in  my  station  to 
prevent  it ;  but  being  once  made,  and  its  effects  not  experi- 
enced, I  did  not  move  last  session  for  a  repeal,  but  endeavoured 
to  procure  such   alterations  as  I  conceived  would  have  had  a 
tendency  to  give  it  effect.     The  ihdustry  and  zeal  with  which, 
in  all  my  correspondence,  I  have  endeavoured  to  promote  a 
i-egular  line  of  conduct  among  the  people,  has  been  such  as 
will  never  occasion  me  to  blush  ;  but  that  I  should  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  things,  undertake  to  advise  the  people  to  go 
on  with  distilling  and  pay  the  Excise,  would  be  lost  Labour 
Thus  fas,  however,  I  freely  declare,  that  I  shall  certainly  con 
tinue  to  use  what  influence  I  have  to  direct  the  opposition  into 
a  regular  and  orderly  channel.  And  this,  I  presume,  is  all  that 
is  contemplated  by  the  mass  of  the  People. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellencies 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  serv't, 

WILLIAM  FINDLEY. 
Governor  Mifflix. 


4— Vol.  V 
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EXTRACT  FROM  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN'S*  ANNUAL 
MESSAGE. 


Philad'a,  December  7,  1792. 
While,  however,  I  deliver  this  short  but  just  eucomium 
upon  the  nature  of  our  federal  compact,  and  acknowledge  with 
ardor,  that  the  voice  of  the  people  can  alone  give  a  legitimate 
existence  to  government,  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  take  this 
public  opportunity  of  adding  a  truth  equally  manifest  and  im- 
portant— that  obedience  to  the  regular  exercise  of  constitu- 
tional authority  can  alone  render  a  free  government  beneficial 
and  permanent.  In  granting  the  power  to  legislate,  the  people 
virtually  engage  that  acts  of  legislation  shall  be  held  sacred  ; 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  made  under  it  are,  therefore, 
alike  the  evidences  of  the  public  will,  tbo'  expressed  by  differ- 
ent organs  ;  and  every  unauthorized  opposition  to  either  must 
be  considered,  in  effect,  as  a  raising  of  the  hand  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  tongue.  1  am  persuaded  that,  uniting  with  me  in 
lamenting  the  existence  of  any  cause  which  can  lead  to  obser- 
vations of  this  kind,  you  will  peruse,  with  pain,  a  communica- 
tion which  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  made,  and 
the  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  him,  in  consequence  of 

*  Thomas  Mifflin  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1744,  of  Quaker  pa- 
rentage. On  the  completion  of  his  education  in  the  Philadelphia  Col- 
lege, he  entered  a  counting  house.  He  visited  Europe  in  17Go,  and  re- 
turning, entered  into  inercantile^pursuits.  In  1772  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Assembly,  from  Philadelphia,  and  in  1774  a  delegate  to  the  first 
Continental  Congress.  He  was  appointed  Major  of  one  of  the  first 
Pennsylvania  battalions,  accompanied  Washington  to  Cambridge  as 
an  aid-de-camp,  in  August  was,made  quarter-master  General,  shortly 
afterwards  Adjutant  General, [brigadier  General  March  IGth,  1776,  and 
Major  General  Feb.  19,  1777.  He  commanded  the  covering  fiarty  dur- 
ing the  retreat  from  Long  Island.  After  the  battle  at  Germantown  he 
resigned  his  position  in  the  army.  In  1782,  was  elected  a  delegate  to 
Congress,  of  which  body  he  was  president  in  1783.  He  was  member 
and  Speaker  of  the  Legislaturei,in  1785,  a  delegate  to  the  convention  to 
•  frame  the  Federal  Constitution  in  1787,  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  from  Oct.,|17SS,  to  Dec,  1790,  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution  of  1796,  Governor  of  the  State  from 
1790  to  1799,  and  died  at  Lancaster,  Januar}'  21,  ISOO,  while  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  Legislature. 
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certain  irregular  and  refractory  proceedings  that  have  takeu 
place  in  particular  parts  of  some  of  the  States,  contravening^ 
the  operation  of  the  acts  of  Congress  for  raising  a  revenue 
upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  territory'  of  the  Union.  As 
far  as  it  is  in  my  power,  I  have  cheerfully  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote the  object  of  the  measure  wkich  the  President  has  pursued 
on  this  occasion  ;  and,  indeed,  I  shall  always  deem  it  as  an 
honorable  and  pleasing  part  of  the  duties  of  my  office,  to  in- 
culcate a  strict  and  faithful  attention  to  our  federal  obligations  ; 
for  I  am  sensible  that  the  jurisdictions  of  the  State  and  uf  the 
general  government,  tho'  distinct,  are  not  adverse  ;  and  that 
their  interests,  through  whatever  channels  they  may  pass,  must 
forever  be  the  same.  But  in  making  an  enquiry  how  far  the 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  concerned  in  any  riotous 
or  violent  opposition,  it  is  just  to  observe  that  I  have  found 
the  instances  of  outrage  but  few  ;  that  the  offenders  have  gen- 
erally' been  prosecuted,  and  that  in  every  case  of  a  prosecution 
legally  supported  conviction  and  punishment  have  ensued.  The 
documents  on  which  this  information  is  founded  (together  with 
the  various  other  papers  to  which  I  may  refer)  will  be  presented 
for  your  consideration  ;  and  while  with  great  satisfaction  I 
leave  to  the  courts  of  justice  the  vindication  of  the  laws  from 
positive  insult  and  infraction,  I  implicitly  rely  on  the  aid  of 
your  example  and  advice  to  allay  the  spirit  of  discontent,  to 
cultivate  the  means  of  harmony,  and  to  excite  a  merited  confi- 
dence in  the  measures  of  the  general  government. 

There  are  not  wanting,  gentlemen,  strong  and  interesting 
motives  for  the  suppression  of  domestic  controversies.  Since 
the  settlement  of  America,  so  powerful  and  so  hostile  a  com- 
bination of  the  Indian  tribes  has  not  appeared  as  that  which 
now  menaces  the  western  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  origin  of  the  contest,  the  danger  is 
common,  and  the  common  force  of  the  union  is  necessary  to 
the  defence.  It  is  the  duty,  therefore,  and  doubtless  the  desire 
of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  administration  of  the  general 
government,  to  afford  protection  co-extensively  with  their 
jurisdiction  ;  but  still  we  are  left  to  lament  that  Pennsylvania, 
from  local  circumstances,  may  occasionally  become  the  seat  of 
the  war;  and  surely  a  tribute  of  sympathy  is  peculiarly  due 
to  such  of  our  fellow  citizens  as  are  constantly  exposed  to  the 
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ravages  of  a  barbarous  enemy.  The  provision  whicL,  under 
the  influence  of  this  sentiment,  was  made  at  the  last  session  of 
the  general  assembly,  for  co-operating  with  the  force  of  the 
Union  -n  protecting  our  westertf  frontier,  was  regarded  as  a 
salutary  proof  of  legislative  attention  and  liberality.  Endea- 
voring, on  my  part,  to  give  fo  the  execution  of  the  law  a  dis- 
patch and  efiect  corresponding  with  the  design  of  the  legisla- 
ture, I  appointed  the  officers  of  the  three  companies,  and  issued 
instructions  for  the  proper  enlistments,  the  very  day  on  which 
the  act  was  passed  ;  and  as  a  sufficient  number  of  rifles  could 
not  immediately  be  procured  to  arm  the  corps,  I  borrowed 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  a  temporary  supply  of  muskets,  to 
be  delivered  from  the  magazine  of  the  United  States,  in  Pitts- 
burgh, authorizing,  at  the  same  time,  an  allowance  to  be  made 
to  every  man  who  should  bring  his  own  rifle  into  the  service. 


JUDGE  SM1T11=^  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Carlisle,  }0(h  Decern' r,  1792. 

Sir  : — I  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  October,  inclos- 
ing the  Proclamation  of  the  President,  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings contravening  the  Laws  for  raising  a  revenue  from  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States.  I  did  not  think  it  neces- 
«ary,  merely  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  till  I  could  inform 
jou  what  I  had  done  in  consequence  of  it. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  did  me  the  honour  of  writing  to 
me,  rather  from  your  warm  attention  to  the  welfare  of  this 
State,  in  particular,  and  of  the  United  States,  than  from  any 

*  Thomas  Smith  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  An  emigrant  to  America 
at  an  early  age,  and  a  lawyer  by  profession.  He  was  appointed  Dep- 
uty Surveyor,  february  9,  1769,  and  established  himself  at  Bedford. 
He  was  prothonotary,  clerk  of  the  sessions  and  recorder  of  Bedford 
county,  Colonel  of  the  militia  in  the  Revolution,  member  of  the  Con- 
vention of  1776,  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  member  of  the  Old 
Congress  1780-2,  president  judge  of  the  judicial  district  of  Cumberland, 
Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Bedford  aud  Franklin  counties  1791-4,  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  1794-1809.  He  died  at  Bedford, 
June,  1809. 
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apprebension  that  I  am  not  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  inculcating  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  the  indispeusible 
duty  of  obedience  to  the  constitutional  Laws  of  the  Union  and 
of  this  State.  So  firmly  conVinced  am  I  that  the  lasting  hap- 
piness of  the  people  in  every  State,  and  the  duration  of  our 
Union,  depend  essentially,  on  a  due  obedience  to  the  Laws, 
especially  in  this  early  period  of  our  national  existence,  that 
I  should  have  been  guilty  of  a  criminal  inattention  and  disre- 
gard to  both,  had  I  not,  on  every  proper  occasion,  since  my 
appointment  to  n)y  present  office,  inculcated  this  duty  as  in- 
dispeusible, without  the  performance  of  which,  our  liberties 
cannot  be  preserved.  Under  this  impression,  I  have  hitherto 
acted  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  abilities. 

I  had  nearly  finished  writing  the  introduction  to  the  techni- 
cal part  of  my  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury,  for  the  November 
Term,  when  I  received  your  letter  ;  although  I  had  antici- 
pated, in  substance,  your  recommendation  in  that,  and  in  every 
other  charge  which  I  have  hitherto  given,  3'et  I  was  led  by 
duty,  and  perhaps  by  a  little  vanity,  to  introduce  an  extract 
from  that  letter ;  because  the  sentiments  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  those  of  the  Governor  of  this  State, 
coinciding  with  those  1  had  delivered,  would  give  mine  a 
weight  which  would  claim  much  greater  attention  from  those 
to  whom  they  had  been  addressed,  and  from  the  good  people 
in  the  circuit  in  general,  than  of  themselves,  they  would  de- 
serve I  also  esteem  it  not  a  little  honourable  to  myself,  in 
having  anticipated  the  sentiments  of  two  such  distinguished 
characters,  one  of  whom  deservedly  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
the  People  throughout  the  Union,  and  the  other,  that  of  the 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Armstrong  to  Congress,  1  shall 
lose  a  valuable  associate  in  Mifflin  count}' ;  possessing  firm- 
ness, honour  and  strict  integrity,  invested  with  a  sound  judg- 
ment, he  contributed  not  a  little  to  restore  and  preserve  peace 
and  good  order  in  that  county.  J  am  afraid  it  will  be  difficult 
for  you  to  appoint  another  of  equal  worth  to  succeed  him.  I 
have  heard  Col.  Patton  mentioned  ;  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of 
a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  Gentleman,  but  from  the 
character  which  I  have  uniformly  heard  of  him,  I  could  not 
wish  a  better  man.     I  presume  you  know  his  character-^-he 
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was  Vendue  Master  for  the  City  for  several  years — he  is  now 
erecting  Iron-works  on  Spring  Creek,  about  36  Miles,  I  sup- 
pose, N,  or  N.  W.  from  the  County  Town.  I  did  not  inquire 
how  long  he  has  resided  there. 

Messrs.  Brown  and  Bryson,  (which  last  appears  altered  for 
the  better,  as  you  told  me,)  speaking  to  me  on  this  subject, 
after  the  Court  adjourned,  and  Dr.  Armstrong  was  gone  home, 
mentioned  Mr.  Gregg,  now  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  residing  in 
Lewistown.  Mr.  Patton  did  not  then  occur  to  me,  nor,  I  pre- 
sume to  them  ;  1  am  no  more  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gregg  than 
with  Mr.  Patton,  my  two  associates  represented  bim  to  be  a 
man  of  a  good  character  and  understanding,  and  his  deport- 
ment seems  to  correspond  with  their  representations.  1  take  it 
for  granted  that  he  is  esteemed  a  man  of  integrity  also,  as  he 
is  very  generally  chosen  as  a  referee,  in  which  capacity  I  am 
well  satisfied  with  his  decisions. 

The  associate  judges  above  named,  told  me  that  one  Mr. 
Bratton,  (I  think  his  name  is  John,)  had  been  mentioned  also, 
thej'  mention  him  as  a  man  of  understanding,  but  that  if  Dr. 
Armstrong  has  acquired  credit  for  his  good  conduct  in  pre- 
serving the  peace  of  the  county,  Mr,  Bratton  would  not  be  a 
proper  successor  to  him.  It  seems  he  was  a  principal  fomen- 
ter  of  the  disturbances,  which  at  one  time  seemed  so  serious, 
between  Huntingdon  and  MifQin  Counties.  1  never  saw  him, 
to  my  knowledge,  till  the  last  Court,  when  he  was  Foreman  of 
the  (irand  Jury,  his  conduct  there  was  perfectly  conformable 
to  the  character  which  I  had  heard  of  him  before.  A  bill  was 
sent  up  against  the  son  of  one  of  the  Grand  Jury,  they  sent 
a  note  to  the  Court  desiring  that  a  person  might  be  sworn  as 
a  witness;  the  Court  sent  D.  Watt,  Esq.,  who  prosecuted  in 
the  absence,  on  account  of  sickness,  of  Mr.  Clark,  to  the  jury, 
to  inquire  if  it  was  a  le^al  witness.  Mr.  Watt  reported  that 
he  was  not ;  I  understood  he  was  suspected  to  be  an  accom- 
plice ;  but,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Court,  the  Grand 
Jury  had  him  sworn  and  examined,  the  Bill  was  returned  Ig- 
noramus. The  Justice  who  had  bound  him  over  and  was  on 
the  Grand  Jury,  told  me,  as  he  rode  with  me  part  of  the  way 
to  Huntingdon,  that  he  and  others  of  the  Grand  Jury,  argued 
in  vain  with  a  quorum  against  those  proceedings.  They  also 
received  extra  judicial  affidavits,  and  made  presentments  in 
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consequence  of  them,  of  matters  not  presentable,  in  which,  it 
appeared  by  the  conduct  of  the  Foreman,  when  the  Jury  re- 
turned them,  that  he  had  been  active.  That  this  was  done  to 
acquire  popularity  among  the  ignorant  and  disorderly  part  of 
the  people,  was  evident,  and  I  take  it  for  granted,  with  a  view 
to  succeed  Dr.  Armstrong.  I  desired  the  Clerk  of  the  Sessions 
to  send  me  copies  of  the  presentments  and  affidavits,  against 
my  return  from  the  circuit,  in  order  that  1  might  have  trans- 
mitted them  to  you,  but  this  he  has  not  yet  done. 

As  I  have  no  person  to  propose,  and  have  not  the  least  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  any  of  the  Gentlemen  whom   I  have 
heard  mentioned,  it  is  evident  that  I  cannot  be  influenced  by 
personal  motives  on  this  occasion. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  much  respect.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH. 
P.  S. — I  herewith  Send  an  extract  from  my  charge  which  will 
be  published  in  our  Wednesday's  Paper. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  THE  JUDGES  OF  THE 
SUPREME   COURT. 


Philadelphia,  March  2lst,  1794. 

Sir  : — In  the  present  state  of  our  National  affairs,  relatively 
to  the  Belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  ]  think  it  my  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Officers  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  to  the  prospect  of  such  events  as  cannot  fail  to 
interest  the  patriotism  of  every  good  Citizen,  and  which,  if 
not  happily  averted,  will,  I  anxiously  hope,  produce  that 
unanimity  of  sentiment  and  conduct  among  the  people  that  is 
obviously  essential  to  give  energy  and  success  to  the  exer- 
tions of  a  Republican  Government,  created  by  their  will  and 
only  to  be  supported  by  their  confidence. 

The  station  which  you  fill  affords  you  a  favorable  opportunity^ 
to  inculcate  and  promote  those  principles  of  order  and  harmony 
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on  which  our  social  happiness  depends,  and  of  attachment  to 
the  Constitution  and  Laws  on  which  our  political  prosperity 
must  be  raised.  And  I  am  persuaded,  that,  acting  upon  this 
intimation  with  becoming  zeal  and  discretion,  your  Country 
will  have  occasion  to  rejoice  in  the  influence  which  your  ex- 
ample and  advice  shall  obtain  over  our  Fellow-Citizens  who  in- 
habit the  County  in  which  you  reside. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  Sir,  that  the  objects  of  peculiar 
moment  at  this  critical  period  are  to  ensure  obedience  to  the 
liaws  of  that  Government  which  is  immediately  intrusted  with 
the  National  defence,  and  to  establish  the  Militia  of  the  State 
upon  a  respectable  and  efficient  footing.  Let  me  request, 
therefore,  that,  according  to  your  official  avocations  or  per- 
sonal influence,  you  will  attend  to  those  objects,  and  let  it  be 
deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of  our  Fellow-Citizens  that, 
on  the  one  hand,  every  irregular  and  illegal  opposition  to  ex- 
isting laws  will  not  only  embarrass  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment, but  eventually  undermine  the  only  real  security  for  the 
liberty  and  property  of  individuals.  And  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  neglect  the  natural  and  safe  resource  of  a  free  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  protecting  themselves  and  of  repelling 
the  injuries  offered  to  their  rights,  is  virtually  to  invite  the 
use  of  those  artificial  expedients  which  have  been  fatal,  and 
must  ever  be  dangerous  to  Republican  Freedom  and  Inde- 
pendence. 

The  disposition  that  has  appeared  in  some  of  the  Counties 
to  resist  and  counteract  the  execution  of  the  Excise  Law  of 
Congress  will  attract  particular  notice.  "Whatever  diversity 
of  opinion  may  arise  as  to  the  policy  of  imposing  that  tax,  the 
propriety  of  acquiescing  in  it,  while  sanctioned  by  the  Legis- 
lative authority  cannot  be  controverted  by  any  friend  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  his  Country,  The  same  Constitution 
which  gave  the  power  to  lay  a  tax  has  designated  the  mode 
in  which  original  impolicy  or  oppressive  operation  may  be 
represented  to  that  tribunal  which  can,  and,  in  a  case  of  real 
grievance,  is  bound  to  grant  redress.  As  Freemen  let  us  al- 
ways remonstrate  against  actual  wrongs,  but  as  Citizens  let  us 
always  obey  existing  Laws. 
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•Relying  upon  your  assistance  to  promote  tlie  design  of  this 
letter,  and  assuring  you  that  I  shall  receive  with  pleasure  any 
communication  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  relates, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  serv., 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  Judges  of  the  Sup.  Co't,  Pres't  and  Ass.  Judges  of 
Com.  pleas,  Froth's,  Majors  Gen'l,  Brigs.  Gen'l  and  Brigade- 
Insp'rs  of  Militia  of  the  Several  Counties  in  the  State. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Washington,  31s/  3Iarch,  1794. 

Sir  : — The  circular  letter  of  the  21st  of  this  month,  addressed 
by  you  to  the  oflScers  of  this  State,  came  to  my  hand  yesterday. 

Y'our  zeal,  no  less  constant  than  laudable,  to  render  the  sov- 
ereignty of  our  nation  respectable  and  respected,  both  by 
other  nations  and  our  own  citizens,  is  one  of  those  virtues  which 
rise  in  and  adorn  a  publick  station.  May  I  not  therefore  in- 
dulge a  hope,  from  which  I  trust  the  sanction  of  those  who 
best  know  and  judge  my  motives,  and  my  conduct,  will  never 
be  withdrawn,  that,  according  to  my  limited  circle  of  duty,  I 
am  actuated  by  a  portion  of  the  same  spirit. 

Those  events  which  you  suggest,  in  prospect  so  alarming,  in  * 
existence  so  cruel,  there  are  yet  times  in  which  a  nation,  in 
whom  any  sense  of  safety,  of  duty  or  of  honour  remains,  must 
view  with  confidence,  bear  with  courage,  and  dispel  with  en' 
ergy.  Can  we  doubt  that  to  us  those  times  are  arrived,  when 
every  passion  that  can  actuate  a  free,  a  commercial  and  a  gen- 
erous nation,  is  impudently  insulted  and  menaced  with  destruc- 
tion, and  when  dear  and  gallant  brethern  in  Europe,  on  whose 
fate  our  conduct  may  have  some,  however  little,  influence,  are 
labouring  and  in  danger  for  those  principles  which  conducted 
us  to  independence,  and  must  preserve  us  in  it  ?  Dearly  as- 
every  rational  man  must  prize  peace,  and  the  world  is  con- 
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vinced  that  we  have  prized  it  as  we  ought,  we  are  and  have 
been  long  justifiable  in  abandoning  this  delusive  neutrality, 
which  only  ties  our  hands,  that  our  enemy  may  securely  bleed 
us  to  death. 

However  dreadful  may  be  the  prospect  of  war,  if  no  other 
redress  remains  for  our  injuries,  the  people  of  this  country  are, 
I  am  persuaded,  prepared  for  its  encounter;  nor  will  they,  I 
take  upon  me  to  say,  shrink  from  its  burdens,  and  if  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Excise,  odious  and  unequal  as  this  revenue  is,  be 
necessary  for  its  support,  this  payment,  thus  become,  the  price 
of  our  independance,  and  the  fruit  of  our  duty,  will,  I  trust,  be 
made  chearfully  and  honestly. 

Your  particular  notice  of  the  resistance  made  to  the  collec- 
tion of  this  revenue,  and  your  concluding  request  of  commu- 
nications on  the  subject  of  your  letter,  induce  me  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  head.  With  respect  to  my  own  conduct,  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  formerly  stated  to  you. 
Nothing  of  a  criminal  nature  and  of  this  kind  has  since  that 
time  come  within  ray  cognisance,  except»we  consider,  in  this 
view,  the  conviction  of  Samuel  Wilson,  and  the  submission 
of  the  other  rioters  in  Allegheny  county,  whom  I  formerly 
mentioned  to  you  in  private  conversation.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  inculcate  that  constitutional  resistance,  which  alone 
is  justifiable  in  a  free  people.  The  Constitution,  however,  or- 
daining an  equal  excise,  renders  it  impossible  to  make  this 
equal  tax  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
Were  I  to  express  an  opinion,  I  would  say,  that  if  the  collec- 
tion of  tlie  excise  were  in  proper  hands,  it  might  now  be  made. 
"  But  it  seems  to  be  intrusted  to  men  without  spirit  or  discre- 
tion^  and  in  whose  principles  the  people  have  no  confidence. 
They  seem  tamely  content  with  the  enjoyments  of  their  ap- 
pointments, or,  if  they  have  discovered  any  acts  of  decision 
and  vigour,  it  is,  I  conceive,  in  unlawful  and  oppressive 
stretches  of  authority,  and  in  the  commission  of  tresspasses. 

John  Bell,  of  whose  conviction,  sentence,  escape  and  re-cap- 
ture, I  have  before  acquainted  you,  is  still  in  jail  in  irons  and  in 
60  miserable  a  condition,  that  I  should  suppose  an  intimation, 
even  of  his  execution,  could  hardly  be  unwelcome.  I  take  the 
liberty  of  re-calling  your  attention  to  his  case  and  also  to  the 
request,  which  I  made  to  you  through   Mr.  Dallas,  that  the 
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hundred  dollars,  advertised  for  his  re-takinj^,  might  be  paid  by 
you  as  part  of  the  contingent  expences  of  government. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

ALEX'R  ADDISON. 


JUDGE  JACOBS  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


April  ICth,  1794. 
Sir  :— Yours  of  the  28th  of  March  last  gives  me  great  satis- 
faction, by  endeavoring  to  procure  and  promote  harmony  and 
Unanimity  among  the  Citizens  of  this  and  the  United  States 
to  excite  patriotism,  and  induce  an  attachment  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  Laws  thereof,  in  order  to  Establish  and  perpetuate 
our  political  prosperity  and  Happiness,  under  the  existing  re- 
publican Government  at  the  present  critical  Period  ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  an 
appointment  as  a  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  this  County,  there 
hath  been  but  one  prosecution  for  an  Offence  against  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  for  opposing  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  on  home-made  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  on 
which  a  conviction  took  place  and  a  heavy  fine  laid  in  order 
to  deter  and  prevent  any  future  attempts  of  a  similar  nature, 
either  in  complexion  or  consequence,  one  of  whom  was  fined 
fifty  pounds,  who  1  am  informed  is  poor  with  a  family  of  small 
children,  who  perhaps  may  suffer  more  than  the  real  offender, 
altho'  already  I  apprehend,  fully  convinced  of  his  malconduct 
and  cheerfully  submits  to  the  Law,  and  perhaps  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  will  yet  approve  of  a  remission  of  his 
fine,  as  that  could  not  have  been  the  object  of  the  law  at  its 
passing,  were  they  satisfied  that  such  Ideas  of  opposition  and 
resistance  were  abandoned,  which  I  hope  is  the  case,  knowing, 
or  at  least  believing,  they  did  not  originate  in  this  County, 
and  men  (perhaps  in  an  exalted  State)  who  matured  &  dif- 
fused the  design  have  been  so  wary,  or  so  fortunate,  as  to 
escape  even  publick  censure.     I  fully  concur  in  opinion  with 
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you  that  it  is  the  Interest,  as  well  as  duty,  of  the  Citizens  of 
this  and  the  United  States  to  maintain,  support  and  Carry  into- 
Execution  all  their  Laws,  however  injurious,  or  oppressive 
they  may  be  in  Imagination,  rather  than  suggest  a  forcible 
opposition,  as  our  Existance  as  a  Nation  depends  solely  on  our 
obedience  to  the  Ordinances  of  the  United  States  in  Congress- 
Assembled.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  an  approbation  of  the 
Government  of  this  State  and  of  the  United  States  is  abund- 
antly evident  from  the  established  Integrity,  Industry,  Increase 
of  property  and  general  declarations  of  the  Citizens  of  this- 
County,  so  far  as  my  Observations  have  extended. 
And  am,  with  respect  &  esteem. 

Your  Assur'd  fr'd, 

BENJAMIN  JACOBS. 
Thomas  Miffux,  Governour,  Pennsylvania. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Wash'n,  \2thMay,  1794. 

Sir  : — My  last  letter  to  you  was  intended  merely  as  an  an- 
swer to  your  circular  letter  of  2l8t  March,  and  was  drawn 
from  me  by  an  idea  that  it  was  proper  for  me  to  notice,  accord- 
ing to  my  sentiments,  the  different  subjects  of  your  letter. 
Had  I  supposed  that  it  was  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  assume  the  solemn  form  of  an  accusation,  and  to  be 
subjected  to  the  resentment  of  a  subordinate  officer  of  notori- 
ous unfriendly  affections,  I  should  certainly  have  expressed 
myself  with  greater  caution,  and  in  terms  less  general.  The 
intimation  which  I  have  lately  received  of  this  I  must  submit 
to  you  as  my  apology  for  troubling  you  with  a  few  explanatory 
remarks,  and  as  my  reason  for  requesting,  that  you  will  lay 
this  letter  also  before  the  President. 

There  are,  so  far  as  I  have  understood,  but  two  Collectors  of 
Excise  in  the  four  counties  of  Pennsylvania  on  this  side  of  the 
mountains.  Benjamin  Wells,  of  Fayette  county,  is  collector 
for  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Fayette.  Robert  John- 
ston, of  Allegheny  county,  is  collector  for  the  counties  of  Wash- 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  63 

ington  aud  Allegben}-.     1  know  not  of  anj^  oflBce  of  Inspection 
either  in  Westmoreland  or  Washington. 

Robert  Johnston,  so  far  as  1  have  learnt  of  him,  is  an  honest 
man,,  of  good  character  ;  but  more  remarkable  for  simplicity, 
good  nature,  and  inoffensive  manners,  than  for  those  qualities 
of  spirit,  understanding,  skill  and  address,  which  are  necessary 
for  carrying  into  execution  a  law  odious  and  opposed,  where 
be  is  charged  with  its  execution. 

Benjamin  Wells,  so  far  as  I  have  ever  heard  him  spoken  of, 
is  a  contemptible  and  unworthy  man,  whom,  I  believe,  the 
people  of  this  country  would  never  wish  to  see  in  any  ofiSce  or 
trust  v^ith  an  object  of  any  importance. 

So  much  as  to  my  opinion  of  the  men.  I  shall  now  add 
something  as  to  my  opinion  of  the  things  stated  in  my  letter 
respecting  the  Excise. 

At  last  March  Court,  in  Fayette  county,  in  a  publick  com- 
pany at  dinner,  in  the  tavern  where  I  lodged,  some  of  the  most 
respectable  gentlemen  of  that  county,  and  most  strenuously 
opposed  to  the  Excise  law,  proposed  that  a  meeting  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  county  should  be  called,  in  which  it  should 
be  agreed  that  they  would  all  enter  their  stills,  provided  Ben- 
jamin Wells  was  removed  from  office,  and  some  honest  and 
reputable  man  appointed  in  his  stead.  I  will  not  say  that 
these  are  the  words,  but  I  know  it  is  the  amount  of  the  con- 
versation. 

With  respect  to  Tresspasses  committed  by  the  Excise  officers, 
I  alluded  to  seisures  of  whisky  in  transportation  from  one  place 
to  another,  for  want  of  marks  and  certificates,  when  it  was  no- 
torious that  the  whisky  seised  had  been  distilled  from  domes- 
tick  materials  in  a  country  place ;  and  when  such  whisky  is 
not  subjected  to  the  regulation  of  marks  and  certificates,  nor 
seisable  in  transportation,  1  therefore  considered  all  such  seis- 
ures as  unwarranted  by  law,  and  of  course  tresspasses. 

You  have  now  the  grounds  of  my  sentiments.  If  I  erred  it 
was  an  error  of  opinion,  not  a  wilful  misrepresentation.  I  will 
add  also,  that  if  it  is  an  error,  which  I  yet  entertain  with  a  con- 
fidence which  I  have  discovered  no  reason  to  shake. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  Serv't, 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 
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GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO   PRESIDENT   WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  ]  8th  April,  1794. 
Sir: — In  answer  to  a  circular  letter,  which  I  have  addressed 
to  the  officers  of  this  Comm'th,  enjoining  among  other  things, 
an  implicit  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Union,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  variety  of  communications  of  a  very  patriotic  and 
satisfactory  nature,  and  the  inclosed  extracts  from  the  letters 
of  Judge  Addison  and  Mr.  Reddick,  (the  Prothonotary  of  the 
County  of  Washington,)  relatively  to  the  excise,  appear  to  me 
to  contain  information  of  sufficient  moment  to  excuse  my  sub- 
mitting them  to  your  consideration. 

I  am  with  perfect  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  JUDGE  ADDISON. 


Philad'a,  24:th  Hay,  1794. 

D'r  Sir  : — I  have  just  time  to  acknowledge,  on  behalf  of  the 
Governor,  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  current,  and  to 
express  his  regret  that  any  use  should  be  made  of  the  extract, 
which  he  communicated  to  the  President,  that  could  give  you 
pain.  The  truth  is,  that  such  general  dissatisfaction  has  been 
expressed  with  respect  to  Wells,  that  for  the  sake  of  the  west- 
ern counties,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, it  was  thought  adviseable  to  transmit  all  the  information 
that  could  be  collected  on  the  subject,  to  the  President ;  and 
the  extract  from  your  letter  (the  sentiments  and  expression  of 
which  certainly  do  you  honor)  made  a  part  of  the  documents. 
The  Governor  did  not  expect  that  your  name,  or  your  opinion, 
would  be  put  into  the  power  of  any  person  who  was  not  enti- 
tled to  a  confidential  trust ;  and  he  will  readily  comply  with 
your  request  in  laying  the  explanatory  letter,  likewise,  before 
the  President. 

I  am,  &c., 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Sec. 

To  Alex,  Addisox,  Esq. 
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INHABITANTS    OF    WESTMORELAND    TO    GEN.    WIL- 
LIAM JACK. 


Sir: — As  attempts  have  been  made  to  raise  an  armed  force 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  this  County  and  prevent  the  due  Exe- 
cution of  the  Laws,  and  an  attack  has  been  premeditated  to  be 
made  on  the  Town  of  Greensburgh,  we  have  thought  proper  to 
address  you  as  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia  on  a 
subject  so  distressing  to  the  minds  of  all  Well  disposed  Citi- 
zens. If  such  proeedings  are  not  checked  in  their  first  Career, 
it  is  more  easy  to  imagine  than  to  point  out  the  Calamities 
which  may  be  the  Consequence.  We  would  be  happy  to  have 
it  in  our  power  to  say  that  the  disposition  to  submit  to  the 
Laws  was  so  prevalent  that  any  extraordinary  exertion  of 
Government  for  that  purpose  and  protecting  well  disposed 
Citizens  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their  Rights  and  Liberties  was 
unnecessar3^  Recent  examples  convince  us  to  the  Contrary. 
Untill  that  protection  can  be  afiorded,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
besides  Voluntary  associations  among  such  as  are  well  in. 
clined,  a  Small  corps  of  Militia  Volunteers,  embodied  by 
your  direction,  to  be  kept  in  service  so  long  as  you  shall  judge 
the  exigency  of  the  case  may  require,  will  Essentially  contri- 
bute to  maintain  the  peace,  and  under  the  Civil  authority  to 
assist  in  Suppressing  Riots  and  traitorous  designs.  From  the 
tenor  and  sentiments  manifested  by  the  Executive,  we  make 
no  doubt  that  your  Conduct  in  Calling  such  a  body  of  men 
into  service  for  a  short  time  will  meet  with  the  most  unequivo- 
cal approbation,  and  the  Expense  be  Defrayed  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  Treasury.  We  add  to  this  our  personal  assurance  of  your 
being  re-imbursed  any  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  by  you 
as  to  the  pay  and  Rations  of  the  officers  and  men  whom  you 
may  think  proper  to  call  out  for  the  Salutary  purposes  above 
mentioned. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  Humble  Serv'ts, 
WM.  FINDLEY,  TIMOTHY  BUELL, 

SAM'L  PORTER,  JOHN  PARKER, 

WM.  TODD,  PETER  CLASSON, 

THOMAS  HAMILTON,  JOHN  CONTZ, 
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JAMES  GUTHRE, 
JAMES  M'KELLIP, 
JOHN  HUTCHESON, 
PETER  TITTLE, 
JOHN  DENNISTON, 
GEORGE  SMITH, 
ROBERT  BOLE, 
JNO.  BRANDEN, 
DAVID  BEANS, 
CONRAD  COLMER, 
JAMES  HILL, 


JOHN  KIRKPATRICK, 
CH'R  TRUBY, 
ROB'T  WILLIAMS, 
ROB'T  TAYLOR, 
SIMEON  HOVEY, 
JAMES  PERRY, 
WM.  MAGHER, 
FREDERICK  ROHRER, 
TERRENCE  CAMPBELL, 
JOS.  COOK, 
NATHAN  WILLIAMS. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO    PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  21th  May,  1794. 
Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Judge  Addison,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  his  letter,  dated 
Ihe  12th  current,  in  explanation  of  the  extract  communicated 
to  you  on  the  18th  of  April  last,  relative  to  the  collection  of 
the  Excise  in  the  western  Counties.  As  it  appears  that  the  in- 
formation which  he  enabled  me  to  lay  before  you,  has  been  used 
in  a  way  that  was  not  intended,  justice  requires,  that  the  foun- 
dation of  his  opinions  should  be  clearly  understood. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be, 

With  perfect  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed't,  H'ble  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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SECRETARY  DALLAS*    TO  JACOB  IIARBAUGH,  OF 
BEDFORD. 


Secretary's  "Office, 
Philadelphia,  2Glh  June  1791. 

Sir  : — The  Governor  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  application,  dated  the  3d  instant,  on  behalf  of  yourself  and  a 
Company  of  48  persons,  to  be  employed  as  volunteers  in  the 
detachment  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march,  agreea- 
bly to  the  President's  late  requisition.  If  the  Company  is 
formed  and  organized  according  to  law,  your  offer  will  be 
chearfully  accepted  ;  but  it  is  necessary,  that  on  that  subject, 
a  report  should  be  made  by  the  Brigade  Inspector  of  Bedford 
County  to  the  Ac^jutant  General.  You  will,  therefore,  be 
pleased  to  address  yourself  to  that  oflBcer,  who  has  general  in- 
structions to  accept  such  propositions,  whenever  it  can  law- 
fully be  done. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

A,  J.  DALLAS,  SecVy. 

To  Mr.  Jacob  Herbough,  Milford  township,  Bedford  Co. 

*  Alexander  James  Dallas  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Jamaica, 
June  21,  1759.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Scotch  physician,  and  was  educated 
at  Edinburgh  and  Westminster.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  1783, 
and  settled  in  Philadelphia.  In  July,  1785,  he  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  Supreme  Court.  In  January,  1791,  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth  by  (Jovemor  Miflain,  and  served  through- 
out that  administration.  He  was.constituted  paymaster  general  of  the 
expedition  to  western  Pennsylvania  in  1794.  In  1801  President  Jefl'er- 
son  appointed  him  United  States  Attorney  for  the  Eastern  district  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  1814  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  which  he  resigned  in  1817.  He  published  "  Features  of 
Jay's  Treaty,"  1795;  "Speeches on  the  Trial  of  Blount;"  "Laws  of 
Pennsylvania,"  with  notes;  Reports,  4  vols.,  1803-7;  "Treasury-  Re- 
ports;" "Exposition  of  the  Causes  and  Charactjer  of  the  War  of  1812, 
1815,"  (fee.    He  died  at  Trenton,  X.  J.,  January  16,  1817. 
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GEN.  GIBSON*  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  July  Ath,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  27th  ulto.,  with  the  enclosures.  Nothing  material  has 
happened  since  my  last,  in  which  I  refered  you  to  General 
Wilkins'  letter  for  the  News.  We  are  hourly  expecting  to 
hear  from  Capt.  Denny  and  Mr.  Ellicot,  from  LeBoeuf,  of  which 
I  shall  give  you  the  earliest  information.  Since  my  last  letter 
to  you,  I  have  been  at  Washington,  and  have  communicated 
the  contents  of  your  letters  to  me,  to  the  principal  Inhabitants 
of  that  and  the  other  Counties.  They  most  heartily  approve 
of  your  Conduct  and  the  Measures  that  have  Been  taken. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  respect,  j'our  Excellency's 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JNO.  GIBSON. 

Governor  Miffli.v. 

*  John  Gibson  was  born  at  Lancaster.  Pennsylvania,  May  23,  1740. 
He  received  a  classical  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  ac- 
companied Gen.  Forbes'  expedition,  which  took  Fort  Duquesne. 
Settling  at  Fort  Pitt  as  an  Indian  trader  at  the  peace,  he  was  subse- 
quently taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  and  was  saved  from  burning 
at  the  stake  by  an  aged  squaw,  who  adopted  him  in  place  of  her  son, 
who  had  been  slain  in  battle.  He  remained  with  the  Indians  a  num- 
ber of  years.  At  the  close  of  hostilities  he  again  settled  at  Fort  Pitt. 
In  1774  he  assisted  in  negotiating  the  peace  which  followed  Dunmore's 
expedition  to  the  Shawnee  towns.  At  the  outset  of  the  Revolution  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  Continental  regiment,  where  he 
served  with  the  army  in  New  York,  and  in  the  retreat  through  the 
Jersey's.  During  the  latter  years  of  the  war  he  was  in  command  of  the 
western  frontier.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1790,  and  subsequenth"  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  of 
Allegheny  county.  He  was  Major  General  of  the  militia  during  the 
insurrection.  In  1800  he  was  appointed  by  President  Jefferson  Secre- 
tary of  Indiana,  which  office  he  held  until  it  became  a  State,  and  was 
acting  governor  in  1811-13.  He  died  at  Braddock's  Field,  near  Vin- 
cennes,  April  10,  1822. 
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GEN.  GIBSON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  July  18lh,  1794. 
Sir  : — I  am  sorry  to  have  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  a 
civil  War  has  taken  place  in  this  Count}',  Major  Lenox,  the 
Marshall  of  the  Federal  Court,  in  company  with  Gen'l  Neville, 
served  some  processes  on  persons  in  this  County  on  tuesday  last, 
On  the  day  following,  at  day-light,  100  men  attacked  Gen'l  Ne- 
ville's house,  in  which  there  was  only  the  Gen'l  and  another 
man  with  the  family  ;  the  Gen'l  defended  himself  for  an  hour 
or  Better  against  them,  he  wounded  one  of  the  party  mortally, 
and  three  others  badly,  no  person  in  the  house  received  any 
damage.  On  his  application  to  Major  Butler  he  sent  out 
Twenty  of  the  federal  troops  of  the  Garrison  to  protect  him. 
Yesterday  another  party  of  Five  hundred  men  from  the  upper 
part  of  this  County  and  Washington  collected  together,  and 
about  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  made  a  second  attack  on 
Gen'l  Neville's  house  ;  luckily  the  General  made  his  Escape  a 
few  minutes  Before  they  Surrounded  the  house  ;  previous  to 
the  attack  they  sent  in  a  flag  to  inform  Gen'l  Neville  that  if  he 
would  resign  his  commission  and  Give  up  his  papers  they 
would  not  injure  him.  Major  Kirkpatrick,  who  remained  in 
the  house  with  his  Sister-in-Law,  Mrs.  Neville,  returned  an  an- 
swer informing  them  that  General  Neville  was  not  in  the  house. 
But  this  thoy  would  not  Believe,  and  after  permiting  Mrs.  Ne- 
ville and  the  females  of  the  family  to  retire,  they  commenced 
an. attack  on  the  house  which  was  Returned  from  the  Soldiers 
in  the  house.  When  Four  of  the  Rioters  were  killed  and  a 
number  Wounded,  and  three  of  the  Soldiers  in  the  house  were 
wounded.  The  party  in  the  house  then  gave  up  and  the  rioters 
Burnt  the  dwelling  house.  Barn  and  all  the  out  houses  and 
everything  in  them.  Among  those  killed  was  a  Capt.,  James 
MacFarland,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  Pen's  Line.  Time  will 
not  permit  me  to  give  you  a  more  particular  detail  of  this 
Unhappy  Business.  Gen'l  Neville  has  transmitted  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  a  full  account.  I  am  sorry  to 
find  this  Unhappy  disposition  prevails  too  generally  in  our 
Country,  and  God  only  knows  where  it  will  End. 
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This  raoment  an  Express  arrived  here  from  the  Commanding' 
officer  at  Fort  Fankliu  to  Major  Butler  at  this  place,  inclosing  a 
Copy  of  a  Speech  from  Cornplanter  to  Gen'I  Chapin,  to  be  de- 
livered by  him  to  Geu'l  Washington,  the  purport  of  which  is, 
that  unless  the  Lands  which  they  had  formerly  pointed  out  on 
the  map  were  given  up,  they  would  Be  obliged  to  take  them. 
The  Commanding  officer  in  his  letter  Mentions  that  the  Corn- 
planter's  Nephew,  who  had  Brought  the  Speech,  had  convened 
the  Indians  at  Fort  Franklin  in  an  open  field  ;  that  they  held  a 
Council,  the  purport  of  which  he  could  not  learn.  But  he  thinks 
from  the  terrible  change  in  the  Behaviour  of  the  Indians  it  was 
hostile,  as  they  have  all  withdrawn.  He  expects  every  moment 
when  Hostilities  will  be  commenced  by  them. 

I  Bhall  use  my  utmost  Exertions  to  protect  the  frontiers,  and 
hope  to  be  able  to  draw  out  a  Sufficient  number  of  Militia  if 
necessity  requires.  I  still  hope  the  country  will  unite  against 
our  Common  Enemy. 

The  post  is  waiting,  I  must  Beg  you  will  Excuse  this  Scrawl, 
Being  with  much  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obd't  humble  Serv't, 

JNO.  GIBSON. 


NOTICE  FROM  GEN.  JOHN  NEVILLE.* 


PUBLIC    NOTICE. 

In  my  house  at  Bower  Hill,  on  Chartiers  creek,  which  was 
attacked,  plundered  and  burnt,  by  the  rioters  on  Thursday 

*JoHN  Neville  was  born  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Occoquan, 
Virginia,  in  the  year  1731.  He  was  an  otficer  in  the  Virginia  troops, 
under  the  ill-fated  Braddock.  In  1774  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Pro- 
vincial convention  of  Virginia.  He  was  colonel  of  the  Fourth.  Vir- 
ginia regiment  in  the  Revolution,  serving  with  distinction  at  Trenton, 
Princeton,  Germantown  and  Monmouth.  After  the  war  he  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council.  He  was  subsequently  appointed,  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Inspector  of  Revenue  for  the  western  counties.  It  was 
his  residence  which  was  destroyed  by  the  opponents  of  the  Excise. 
He  was  a  gallant  soldier,  and  a  dutiful  citizen.  He  died  at  Montour's 
Island,  near  Pittsburg,  July  29,  1803. 
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eveoing  last,  were  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  dol- 
lars and  sixty  cents,  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  in  my 
own  name,  in  two  certificates,  viz  :  No.  775,  for  3,631  dollars 
21  cents,  6  per  cents.,  and  No.  603,  for  980  dollars  43  cents, 
3  per  cents.  This  is  to  caution  the  public,  least  they  may  be 
ofiered  for  sale  with  forged  powers  of  conveyance  ;  interest  is 
stopped  at  the  bank,  and  every  legal  measure  taken  to  prevent 
imposition.  If  they  are  fallen  into  the  hands  of  an  honest 
man,  he  can  return  them  to  Col.  Presly  Neville,  in  Pittsburgh. 
I  also  caution  the  public  not  to  receive  assignments  on  any 
bonds  or  notes  to  me,  as  they  are  in  the  same  situation. 

JOHN  NEVILLE. 
July  20,  1794, 


RESIGNATION  OP  COLLECTOR  JOHNSON. 


Pittsburgh,  July  20,  1794. 
Finding  the  opposition  to  the  revenue  law  more  violent  than 
I  expected,  regreting  the  mischief  that  has  been  done,  and  may 
from  the  continuation  of  measures,— feeling  the  opposition 
changed  from  dignified  rabble  to  a  respectable  party,  think  it 
my  duty  and  do  resign  my  commission. 

ROBERT  JOHNSON. 


"TOM  THE  TINKER'S"  NOTICE  TO  JOHN  REED. 


Mr  Scull  : 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  you  to  put  the  follow- 
ing in  your  next  paper.  It  was  found  pasted  on  a  tree,  near 
ray  distillery. 

JOHN  REED. 
July  23,  1794. 

ADVERTISEMEXT. 

In  taking  a  survey  of  the  troops  under  my  direction  in  the 
late  expedition  against  that  insolent  exciseman,  John  Nevill,  I 
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find  there  were  a  great  many  delinquents,  even  among  those 
who  carry  on  distilling.  It  will,  therefore,  be  observed  that 
I,  Tom  the  Tinker,  will  not  suffer  any  certain  class  or  set  of 
men  to  be  excluded  the  service  of  this  my  district,  when  noti- 
fied to  attend  on  any  expedition  carried  on  in  order  to  obstruct 
the  execution  of  the  excise  law,  and  obtain  a  repeal  thereof. 

And  I  do  declare  on  my  solemn  word,  that  if  such  delin- 
quents do  not  come  forth  on  the  next  alarm,  with  equipments, 
and  give  their  assistance  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  in  opposing 
the  execution  and  obtaining  a  repeal  of  the  excise  law,  he  or 
they  will  be  deemed  as  enemies,  and  stand  opposed  to  virtuous 
principles  of  republican  liberty,  and  shall  receive  punishment 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  offense. 

And  whereas,  a  certain  John  Reed,  now  resident  in  Wash- 
ington, and  being  at  his  place  near  Pittsburgh,  called  Reeds- 
burgh,  and  having  a  set  of  stills  employed  at  said  Reedsburgh, 
entered  on  the  excise  docket,  contrary  to  the  will  and  good 
pleasure  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  came  not  forth  to  assist  in 
the  suppression  of  the  execution  of  said  law,  by  aiding  and 
assisting  in  the  late  expedition,  have,  by  delinquency,  mani- 
fested his  approbation  to  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  law,  is 
hereby  charged  forthwith  to  cause  the  contents  of  this  paper, 
without  adding  or  diminishing,  to  be  published  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Gazette,  the  ensuing  week,  under  the  no  less  penalty 
than  the  consumption  of  his  distillery. 

Given  under  m_v  hand,  this  19th  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

TOM  THE  TINKER. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Washington,  2Uh.Juhj,  1794. 
D'r    Sir: — I  would  recommend  that   the  most  pressing  in- 
structions be  forwarded  to  the  Attornies  for  the  state  in  the 
Western  Counties,  to    procure  testimony  by  subpoenaing  & 
recognising  witnesses,  &c.,  &  to  prefer  indictments   against 
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those  who  may  be  discovered  as  engaged  in  the  riots.  All  good 
men  will  certainly  assist  the  publick  authority  on  so  pressing 
occasion,  and  this  appears  to  me  to  be  the  best  method  of  ex. 
erting  the  publick  force. 

A.  ADDISON. 
Circular  letters  also  to  all  magistrates,  &c. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


War  Department, 
July  25,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  for  your  information, 
extracts  from  letters  written  by  Major  Thomas  Butler  and 
Major  Isaac  Craig,  dated  at  Pittsburg  the  18th  instant,  con- 
taining some  information  of  an  alarming  outrage  committed 
near  that  place,  by  a  large  body  of  Men  in  Arms. 

It  may  be  proper  at  this  time,  not  to  make  public  the  names 
of  the  writers  or  the  circumstances  by  which  they  may  be 
known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect. 

Your  obed't  Servant, 

H.  KNOX, 
Se&y  of  War. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 


MAJOR  ISAAC  CRAIG  TO  GEN.  KNOX. 


Pittsburgh,  18  July,  1794. 
Sir: — About  day-break,  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant, 
a  number  of  armed  men  attacked  General  Nevill's  house,  he 
himself  only  defending  it ;  he,  however,  dispersed  the  party, 
having  wounded  six  or  seven,  one  of  whom  it  is  said  mortally. 
And  yesterday  a  large  number  of  armed  men  amounting,  it  is 
said,  to  seven  hundred,  assembled  &  attacked  his  house,  de- 
fended only  by  himself,  Major  Kirkpatrick  and  ten  soldiers. 
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During  the  attack  General  Nevil  seeing  it  impossible  to  defend 
tlie  house  a,gain8t  such  numbers,  took  an  opportunity  of  es- 
c'aping  and  concealing  himself  in  a  Thicket.  Major  Kirkpatrick 
continued  to  defend  the  house  till  one  of  his  men  was  killed 
&  four  wounded,  having  killed  two  &  wounded  several  of  the 
insurgents.  As  soon  the  Major  surrendered,  the  enemy  set  fire  to 
the  house,  which  is  consumed  to  ashes,  with  all  the  property 
it  contained,  not  a  single  article  saved,  only  the  clothing  the 
family  had  on  when  escaped  during  the  attack  ;  previous  to 
burning  the  house  they  had  set  fire  to  the  barn,  stables,  kitchen 
&  Granary  which  were  also  consumed  with  their  contents, 
amongst  which  were  several  valuable  horses  &  a  large  quan- 
•tity  of  grain. 

Major  Lenox,  Colo.  Nevil,  myself  &  two  others  in  attempt- 
ing to  get  into  the  house,  with  a  supply  of  amunition,  were 
made  prisoners,  disarmed  and  confined  till  the  action  was  over 
«&  then  carried  several  miles  to  their  rendezvous  ;  treated  Major 
Lenox  with  the  utmost  indignity  and  all  of  us  with  insult ; 
the  night  I  was  happy  enough  to  make  my  escape  and  to  find 
General  Nevil  and  to  escort  him  to  my  house  where  he  now  is. 
I  have  not  yet  slept  since  my  return  &  feel  very  unwell. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  Obed't  serv't, 

ISAAC  CRAIG. 


MAJOR  THOMAS  BUTLER  TO  GEN.  KNOX. 


,  Fort  Fayette,  July  18,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  feel  extreme  pain  in  communicating  to  you  the  law- 
less and  disorderly  state  of  this  western  country  at  this  period . 

The  deluded  inhabitants  are  stimulated  by  designing  men  to 
oppose  the  law  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  the  excise, 
and  have  so  far  succeeded  as  to  assemble  numbers  with  arms 
to  intimidate  the  officers.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  deluded  people  assembled  round 
the  dwelling  house  of  General  John  Neville,  the  Excise  officer 
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for  the  western  district.  On  his  asking  what  they  wanted  by- 
surrounding  his  house,  they  answered  to  take  him  a  prisoner 
to  Washington,  and  fired  sundry  shots  through  the  windows 
where  himself  and  family  were.  The  general  returned  the  fire 
and  wounded  five  before  the  mob  dispersed,  after  which  the 
General  wrote  me  a  note  requesting  that  I  would  send  him  a 
small  guard  for  the  protection  of  himself  and  family,  which  I 
complied  with  and  sent  a  sergeant  and  twelve  for  that  purpose 
until  such  time  as  the  storm  would  blow  over. 

On  the  17th,  the  deluded  and  rebellious  people  assembled 
from  the  counties  of  Allegheny  and  Washington  to  the  number 
of  seven  or  eight  hundred  men,  armed,  who  surrounded  Gen- 
eral Neville's  house  a  second  time  and  commenced  a  fire  on 
the  General's  friends  and  the  guard,  who  defended  themselves 
until  the  house  was  in  flames,  which  obliged  them  to  surrender. 
General  Neville  fortunately  escaped  before  the  insurgents  had 
got  quite  round  the  house.  They  burned  all  his  buildings  of 
every  description  and  all  his  fences. 

The  chief  who  commanded  the  banditti  was  killed  and  sun- 
dries wounded.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  the  man  killed  was 
once  an  officer  in  the  American  army.  McFarlane  was  his 
name  which  should  be  erazed  from  that  list. 

Three  of  the  guards  was  wounded,  none  dangerous,  and  two 
missing,  supposed  to  have  gone  off  with  the  insurgents  as  they 
were  not  men  of  good  characters. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obed't  serv't, 

THOMAS  BUTLER.* 

*Thomas  Butler  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1754.  In  1776,  while 
studying  law  with  Judge  Wilson,  in  Philadelphia,  he  joined  the  army 
as  a  subaltern,  soon  obtaining  a  company,  was  in  almost  every  action 
in  the  Middle  States  during  the  Revolution,  and  was  wounded.  At 
Brandywine,  September  11,  1777,  he  received  the  thanks  of  General 
Washington  on  the  field  of  battle  for  his  intrepidity  in  rallying  his  men, 
and  at  Monmouth  the  thanks  of  WajTie  for  defending  a  defile  in  the 
face  of  a  heavy  tire.  In  1791  he  was  made  a  major  commanding  a  bat- 
talion in  Gibson's  regiment,  under  St.  Clair,  at  whose  defeat  he  was 
twice  wounded.  April  11,  1792,  he  was  appointed  major  fourth  sub-le- 
gion, Lieut.  Col.  commanding,  July  1,  1794,  and  Col.  of  the  Second  in- 
fantrj',  April,  1S02.  During  the  insurrection  he  was  in  command  at 
Fort  Fayette,  Pittsburg,  and  prevented  the  insurgents  from  taking  it, 
more  b^-  his  name  than  by  his  forces,  for  he  had  but  few  troops.  He 
died  at  New  Orleans,  Saptember  7,  1805. 
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SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
INGERSOLL. 


Phila.,  2btliJuly,  1794. 
Dear  Sir  : — Inclosed  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Gibson,  dated  the  18th  instant,  containing  information  of 
an  alarming  riot  committed  in  the  County  of  Allegheny  in  op- 
position to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Permit  me,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Governor,  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of 
pursuing  some  measures  to  ascertain,  with  legal  formality,  the 
circumstances  of  the  oflence  and»the  names  of  the  offenders. 
I  know  the  Governor  will  be  anxious  to  enforce  every  instru- 
ment that  can  be  employed  effectually  to  subdue  the  lawless 
spirit  of  the  Rioters  and  to  bring  them  to  punishment.  Per- 
haps you  will  think  it  expedient  to  request  your  Representa- 
tives in  Allegheny  and  Washington  Counties  to  attend  to  the 
subject ;  and,  I  am  persuaded,  they  will  find  the  Magistrates 
in  that  quarter,  ready  to  co-operate  with  them  in  so  important 
a  business. 

I  am,  sincerely  y'rs, 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Secretary. 
To  Jared  Ingersoll,  esq'r,  Attorney  General  of  Pennsylvania. 


CIRCULAR  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  JUDGES. 


PniL^.,  2bth  July,  1794. 
Gentlemen  : — The  Governor  having  received  information  that 
a  daring  and  cruel  outnige  has  been  committed  in  the  County 
of  Allegheny  by  a  lawless  body  of  armed  men,  who,  among 
9ther  enormities,  attacked  and  destroyed  the  house  of  Gen'l 
Neville  on  the  17th  instant,  requests,  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner, that  you  will  exert  all  your  influence  and  authority  to  sup- 
press, within  your  jurisdiction,  so  pernicious  and  unwarrant- 
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able  a  spirit ;  that  you  will  ascertaiu,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
the  circumstances  of  the  offence  ;  and  that  you  will  pursue,  with 
the  utmost  vigilance,  the  lawful  steps  for  bringing  the  offenders 
to  justice.  Every  honest  citizen  must  feel  himself  personally  mor 
tified  at  the  conduct  of  the  Rioters,  which,  particularly  if  it 
passes  with  impunity,  is  calculated  to  fix  an  indelible  stigma  on 
the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  State.  To  you,  Gentlemen,  the 
Governor  resorts  with  confidence,  and  he  assures  you  of  his 
warmest  support  and  approbation,  in  the  prosecution  of  every 
lawful  measure,  which  your  better  knowledge  of  the  facts  and 
of  other  local  'circumstances  may  suggest  on  the  occasion. 
I  am  with  sincere  esteem,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed.  H'ble  Serv't, 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Secretary. 
To  the  President  &  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
To  Every  Justice  of  the  peace,  To  the  several  Sheriffs  and  To 
the  respective  Brigade  Inspectors  of  the  Four  Western  Coun- 
ties of  Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette  and  Allegheny. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO   GEN.  GIBSON. 


PniLA.,  2blh  July,  1794. 
Sir  : — Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  has  been  received,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  (Governor  (who  will  be  absent  a  few  days)  I 
beg  leave  to  express  the  most  serious  regret  at  the  unfortunate 
events  which  it  describes.  Relying  upon  the  aid  of  every 
friend  to  peace  and  order  for  the  suppression  of  so  disgraceful 
and  so  unwarrantable  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  laws,  he 
will,  I  am  confident,  employ  all  the  energy  of  our  government  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  an  early  and  exemplary  punishment.  With 
that  view,  the  Attorney  General  has  already  been  requested  to 
institute  an  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  outrage,  and 
the  names  of  the  perpetrators  ;  and  you  will  excuse  my  inti- 
mating, that  if  the  civil  authority  can  be  supported  by  the  as- 
sistance of  the  militia,  the  exercise  of  your  discretion  for  that 
purpose,  upon  the  request  of  the  Magistrates,  must  be  highly 
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agreeable  to  the  Governor.     It  would,  therefore,  perhaps,  be 
useful  to  confer  with  the  Judges  of  your  county  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  with  sincere  esteem, 

Sir,  Your  most  Obed.  Serv., 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  Gen'l  Gibson,  at  Pittsburgh. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  GEN.  KNOX. 


Phila.,  26//1  July,  1794. 
Sib: — In  consequence  of  the  very  disagreeable  intelligence, 
which  has  been  received,  of  the  daring  outrage  lately  com- 
mitted in  Allegheny  county,  by  a  considerable  body  of  armed 
men,  measures  have  bepn  taken,  on  behalf  of  the  Executive 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  suppress  the  lawless  spirit  of  the  Rioters, 
to  ascertain  the  circumstances  of  the  offence  and  to  bring  the 
oflfenders  to  justice  ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Government,  the  oificial  documents  relating  to  those 
measures. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  IlENRy  Kxos,  Esqr.,  Secretary  at  War. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE  WESTERN  INSURGENTS   TO    THE 
MILITIA  OFFICERS 


July  2Sth,  1794. 
SiK : — Having  had  suspicions  that  the  Pittsburgh  post  would 
carry  with  him  the  sentiments  of  some  of  the  people  in  the 
country,  respecting  our  present  situation,  and  the  letters  by 
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the  post  being  now  in  our  posseBsion  by  which  certain  secrets 
are  discovered  hostile  to  our  interest,  it  is  therefore  now  come 
to  that  crisis,  that  every  citizen  must  express  his  sentiments, 
not  by  his  words,  but  by  his  actions.  You  are  then  called  upon 
as  a  citizen  of  the  western  country  to  render  your  personal 
service,  with  as  many  volunteers  as  you  can  raise  to  rendez- 
vous at  your  usual  place  of  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  and 
thence  you  will  march  to  the  usual  place  of  rendezvous  at 
Braddock's  Field,*  on  the  Monongahela,  on  Friday  the  first 
day  of  August  next,  to  be  there  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon with  arms  and  accoutrements  in  good  order.  If  any 
volunteers  shall  want  arms  and  ammunition  bring  them  for- 
ward and  they  shall  be  supplied  as  well  as  possible.  Here, 
Sir,  is  an  expedition  proposed  in  which  you  will  have  an  op- 
pertunity  of  displaying  your  military  talents  and  of  rendering 
service  to  your  country.  Four  days  provisions  will  be  wanted  ; 
let  the  men  be  thus  supplied. 

We  are,  (signed,) 
JOHN  CANON,  T.  SPEARS, 

B.  PARKINSON,  L.  LOCKREY, 

D.  BRADFORD,  J.  MARSHALL. 

A.  FULTCN, 
*To  Col. . 


MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING  AT  PITTSBURGH, 
JULY -31,  1794. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pittsburgh,  om  Thursday 
evening,  July  3Ist,  1794,  to  take  into  consideration  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  affairs,  and  declare  their  sentiments  on  this 
delicate  crisis. 

A  great  majority,  almost  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  assembled.  It  being  announced  to  the  meeting  that  cer- 
tain gentlemen  from  the  town  of  Washington  had  arrived,  and 

*  Braddock's  Field  was  the  place  of  the  annual  brigade  muster  or 
review.    Each  regiment  previously  assembled  at  its  own  rendezvous. 
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had  signified  that  they  were  intrusted  with  a  message  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  relative  to  present  affairs,  a  committee 
of  three  persons  were  appointed  to  confer  with  them,  and  re- 
port the  message  to  the  meeting.  The  persons  appointed 
were,  George  Wallace,  H.  H.  Brackenridgo  and  John  Wil- 
kins,  Jr.  These  gentlemen  made  a  report  to  the  meeting,  to 
wit :  that  in  consequence  of  certain  letters  sent  by  the  last 
mail,  certain  persons  were  discovered  as  advocates  of  the  ex- 
cise law,  and  enemies  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  that 
a  certain  Edward  Day,  James  Brison  and  Abraham  Kirkpat- 
rick,  were  particularly  obnoxious,  and  that  it  was  expected 
by  the  country  that  they  should  be  dismissed  without  delay  ; 
whereupon,  it  was  resolved  it  should  be  so  done,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  twenty-one  were  appointed  to  see  this  resolution  car- 
ried into  effect. 

Also,  that,  WHEREAS  it  is  a  part  of  the  message  from  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Washington,  that  a  great  body  of  the  people  of  the 
country  will  meet  to-morrow  at  Braddock's  Field,  in  order  to 
carry  into  effect  measures  that  may  seem  to  them  advisable 
with  respect  to  the  excise  law,  and  the  advocates  of  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  committee  shall,  at  an  early  hour, 
wait  upon  the  people  on  the  ground,  and  assure  the  people 
that  the  above  resolution,  with  respect  to  the  proscribed  per- 
sons, has  been  carried  into  effect. 

Resolved,  also,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  shall  march 
out  and  join  the  people  on  Braddock's  Field,  as  brethren,  to 
carry  into  effect  with  them  any  measure  that  may  seem  to 
them  advisable  for  the  common  cause. 

Resolved,  also,  That  we  shall  be  watchful  among  ourselves 
of  all  characters  that,  by  word  or  act,  may  be  unfriendly  to 
the  common  cause  ;  and,  when  discovered,  will  not  suffer  them 
tD  live  amongst  us,  but  they  shall  instantly  depart  tne  town. 

Resolved,  That  the  town  committee  shall  exist  as  a  commit- 
tee of  information  and  correspondence,  as  an  organ  of  our  sen- 
timents until  our  next  town  meeting.  And  that,  whereas,  a 
general  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  townships  of  the  coun- 
try, on  the  west  of  the  mountains,  will  be  held  at  Parkinson's 
Ferry,  on  the  Monongahela,  on  the  14th  of  August  next. 
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Resolved,  That  delegates  shall  be  appointed  to  that  meeting, 
and  that  the  9th  August  next  be  appointed  for  a  town  meeting 
to  elect  such  delegates. 

Resolved,  also,  That  a  number  of  handbills  be  struck  off  at  the 
expense  of  the  committee,  and  distributed  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town,  that  they  may  conduct  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 


GEN.    JOHN    WILKIN3    TO    COL.    CLEMENT    BIDDLE. 


Pittsburgh,  August  1,  1794, 
D'r  Sir: — The  enclosed  are  two  letters  which  were  in  the 
interupted  mail,  &  were  returned  into  the  post  office.     I  have 
received  no  information  as  to  to  Leboeuf,  more  than  I  have  men- 
tioned in  these  letters. 

Our  country  is  still  in  considerable  confusion.  The  people 
are  generally  combined  in  their  opposition  to  the  excise  law, 
&  some  of  the  most  respectable  people  in  the  country  are  en- 
gaged in  it.  I  hope  government  will  adopt  moderate  mea- 
sures to  quiet  the  country,  I  cannot  foresee  the  evil  that  will 
ensue  if  they  do  not.  For  God's  sake,  represent  it  to  every  per- 
son the  bad  effect  that  will  result  from  violent  measures  on 
the  part  of  government.  I  think  if  government  would  ap- 
point commissioners  to  come  out,  enquire  into  the  State  of  the 
country,  &  make  arrangement  for  settling  it  in  a  peaceble 
manner,  the  happiest  consequences  would  follow  to  this  coun- 
try. I  cannot  give  you  a  detail  of  what  has  happened,  nor 
the  situation  the  country  is  in  ;  but  I  still  keep  exerting  my- 
self, notwithstanding,  to  support  the  establishment  at  Leboeuf, 
About  two  -w^eeks  ago  I  sent  up  a  drove  of  30  head  of  beef 
cattle,  &  I  this  day  am  about  sending  as  many  more 

The  people  engaged  in  the  present  opposition  to  govern- 
ment must  not  be  considered  as  an  inconsiderable  mob  ;  they 
are  a  respectable  &  powerfull  combination — this  I  remark  to 
you,  to  show  you  how  dreadful  violent  measures,  on  the  part 
of  the  government,  must  appear,  &  what  horrors  every  lover 
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of  peace  in  this  country  must  feel,  &  to  what  danger  they  will 
be  reduced,  should  an  armed  force  be  sent  to  enforce  the  law. 
I  still  am  not  without  hope  that  moderate  measures  will  bring 
about  good  efifects,  &  the  sending  commissioners  would  be 
the  best  mode. 

Am,  D'r  Sir,  your  Ilum'e  Serv't, 

JNO.  WILKIXS,  Jk. 


MEMORANDA  OF  AN  EXECUTIVE  CONFERENCE. 


1.  It  is  agreed  that,  if  the  President  issues  a  Proclamation, 
and  drafts  the  Militia,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  declaring  a 
part  of  the  State  in  rebellion  or  a  state  of  insurrection,  the 
Governor  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  convening  the  Legis- 
lature. 

2.  It  is  agreed,  that  a  Proclamation  declaratory  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  government,  relative  to  the  Riots,  should  be  pub- 
lished. 

3.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  Chief  Justice  &  Gen'l  Wm.  Irvine 
shall  be  requested  to  act  as  commissioners  in  addressing  the 
inhabitants  of  the  western  counties  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
Riots. 


JUDGE  WILSON  TO  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  Aug.  Ath,  1794. 
Sir  : — From  the  evidence  which  has  been  laid  before  me,  I 
hereby  notify  to  you  that  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Allegheny,  in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of  the  United  States  are  op- 
posed, and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  by  combinations 
too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judi- 
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cial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  Marshall  of 
that  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration  and 
respect, 

Your  most  obedient 

And  Humble  Servant, 
-    •  JAMES  WILSON.* 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON. 


Treasury  Department, 
Philadelphia,  August  5,  1794. 

Sir  : — The  disagreeable  crisis  at  which  matters  have  lately 
arrived  in  some  of  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
regard  to  the  laws  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States  and  on  stills,  seems  to  render  proper  a  review  of 
the  circumstances  which  have  attended  those  laws  in  that 
scene,  from  their  commencement  to  the  present  time,  and  of 
the  conduct  which  has  hitherto  been  observed  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  its  motives  and  effect,  in  order  to  a  better 
judgment  of  the  measures  necessary  to  be  pursued  in  the  exist- 
ing emergency. 

•^  James  Wilson,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was 
born  near  St.  Andrew's,  Scotland,  in  1742.  He  was  educated  at  Glas- 
gow, St.  Andrews  and  Edinburgh.  Emigrated  to  Philadelphia  in  1766, 
where  he  was  employedjas  tutor  in  the  College.  He  studied  law  with 
John  Dickinson,  and  was  admitted  in  1768.  Practiced  successively  at 
Reading,  Carlisle  and  Annapolis,  returning  to  Philadelphia  in  1778.  He 
■vvas  a  member  of  the  Conventions  of  1774  and  1775.  He  took  his  seat  in 
Congress,  May  10,  1775,  and  voted  in  favor  of  the  Declaration  of  1776. 
In  1782-3  and  1785-7  he  was  again  a  delegate ;  member  of  the  United 
States  Constitutional  Convention  and  of  the  Pennsylvania  Convention 
of  1790.  In  September,  1789  he  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  serving  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Edenton,  N.  C,  August  28,  1798.  He  published  "Address  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,"  1784,  and  with  Chief  Justice  M'Kean,  "Com- 
mentaries on  the  United  States'  Constitution,"  1792. 
6_VoL.  lY. 
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The  opposition  to  those  laws  in  the  four  most  western  coun- 
ties of  Pennsylvania,  (Allegheny,  Washington,  Fayette  and 
Westmoreland,)  commenced  as  early  as  they  were  known  to 
have  been  passed.  It  has  continued,  with  different  degrees  of 
violence,  in  the  different  counties  and  at  different  periods  ;  but 
Washington  has  uniformly  distinguished  its  resistanceby  a  more 
excessive  spirit  than  has  appeared  in  the  other  counties",  and 
seems  to  have  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  kindling  and  keep- 
ing alive  the  flame. 

The  opposition  first  manifested  itself  in  the  milder  shape  of 
the  circulation  of  opinions  unfavorable  to  the  law,  and  calcu- 
lated, by  the  influence  of  public  dis-esteem,  to  discourage  the 
accepting  or  holding  of  offices  under  it,  or  the  complying  with 
it  by  those  who  might  be  so  disposed  ;  to  which  was  added  a 
show  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  business  of  distilling. 

These  expedients  were  shortly  after  succeeded  by  private 
associations  to  forbear  compliance  with  the  law.  But  it  was 
not  long  before  these  mere  negative  modes  of  opposition  were 
perceived  to  be  likely  to  prove  ineffectual.  And  in  proportion 
as  this  was  the  case,  and  as  the  means  of  introducing  the  laws 
into  operation  were  put  into  execution,  the  disposition  to  re- 
sistance became  more  turbulent,  and  more  inclineti  to  adopt 
and  practice  violent  expedients  ;  the  ofiScers  now  began  to  ex- 
perience marks  of  contempt  and  insult ;  threats  against  them 
became  more  frequent  and  loud,  and  after  some  time  these 
threats  were  ripened  into  acts  of  ill-treatment  and  outrage. 

These  acts  of  violence  were  preceded  by  certain  meetings  of 
malcontent  persons,  who  entered  into  resolutions  calculated  at 
once  to  confirm,  inflame,  and  systematize  the  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition. 

The  first  of  these  meetings  was  holden  at  a  place  called  Red- 
stone, (Old  Fort,)  on  the  27th  of  July,  1791,  where  it  was  con- 
certed that  county  committees  should  be  convened  in  the  four 
counties,  at  the  respective  seats  of  justice  therein.  On  the 
23d  of  August,  following,  one  of  these  committees  assembled 
in  the  county  of  Washington. 

This  meeting  passed  some  intemperate  resolutions,  which 
were  afterwards  printed  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  containing  a 
strong  censure  on  the  law,  declaring  that  any  person  who  had 
accepted  or  might  accept  an  office  under  CongresF,  in  order  to 
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carry  it  into  effect,  should  be  considered  as  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  the  country  ;  and  recommending  to  the  citizens  of 
Washington  county  to  treat  every  person  who  had  accepted, 
or  might  thereafter  accept,  any  such  oflBce,  with  contempt, 
and  absolutely  to  refuse  all  kind  of  communication  or  inter- 
course with  the  ofl5cers,  and  to  withhold  from  them  all  aid, 
support  or  comfort. 

Not  content  with  this  vindictive  proscription  of  those  who 
might  esteem  it  their  duty,  in  the  capacity  of  officers,  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  the  constitutional  laws  of  the  land,  the 
meeting  proceeded  to  accumulate  topics  of  crimination  of  the 
Government,  though  foreign  to  each  other  ;  authorizing  by 
this  zeal  for  censure  a  suspicion  that  they  were  actuated  not 
merely  by  the  dislike  of  a  particular  law,  but  by  a  disposition 
to  render  the  Government  itself  unpopular  and  odious. 

This  meeting,  in  further  posecution  of  their  plan,  deputed 
three  of  their  members  to  meet  delegates  from  the  counties  of 
Westmoreland,  Fayette  and  Allegheny  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  September  following,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  people  of  those  counties  in  an  address  to  the  Leg- 
islature of  .the  United  States  upon  the  subject  of  the  excise 
law  and  other  grievances. 

Another  meeting  accordingly  took  place  on  the  7th  of  Septem. 
ber,  1791,  at  Pittsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  at  which 
there  appeared  persons  in  the  character  of  delegates  from  the 
four  western  counties. 

This  meeting  entered  into  resolutions  more  comprehensive  in 
their  objects,  and  not  less  inflammatory  in  their  tendency  than 
those  which  had  before  passed  the  meeting  in  Washington. 
Their  resolutions  contained  severe  censures,  not  only  on  the  law 
which  was  the  immediate  subject  of  objection,  but  upon  what 
they  termed  the  exorbitant  salaries  of  officers,  the  unreasonable 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  the  want  of  discrimination  between 
original  holders  and  transferees  and  the  institution  of  a  national 
bank.  The  same  unfriendly  temper  toward  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  which  seemed  to  have  led  oat  of  their 
way  the  meeting  at  Washington,  appears  to  have  produced  a 
similar  wandering  in  that  at  Pittsburgh. 

A  representation  to  Congress,  and  a  remonstrance  to  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  law  more  particularly 
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complained  of,  were  prepared  by  this  meeting,  published  to- 
gethec^with  their  other  proceedings  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette, 
and  afterwards  presented  to  the  respective  bodies  to  whom 
they  were  addressed. 

These  meetings,  composed  of  very  injiuential  individuals, 
and  conducted  without  moderation  or  prudence  are  justly 
chargeable  with  the  excesses  which  have  been  from  time  to 
time  committed,  serving  to  give  consistencj'  to  an  opposition 
which  has  at  length  matured  to  a  point  that  threatens  the 
foundations  of  the  Government  and  of  the  Union,  unless  speedi- 
ly and  effectually  subdued. 

On  the  6th  of  the  same  month  of  September,  the  opposition 
broke  out  in  an  act  of  violence  upon  the  person  and  property 
of  Robert  Johnson,  collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  counties 
of  Allegheny  and  Washington. 

A  party  of  men,  armed  and  disguised,  waylaid  him  at  a  place 
on  Pigeon  creek,  in  Washington  county,  seized,  tarred  and 
feathered  him,  cut  off  his  hair  and  deprived  him  of  his  horse, 
obliging  him  to  travel  on  foot  a  considerable  distance  in  that 
mortifying  and  painful  situation. 

The  case  was  brought  before  the  district  court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, out  of  which  processes  issued  against  John  Robertson, 
John  Hamilton  and  Thomas  McComb,  three  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  outrage. 

The  serving  of  these  processes  was  confided  by  the  then 
marshal,  Clement  Biddle,  to  his  deputy,  Joseph  Fox,  who,  in 
the  month  of  October,  went  into  Allegheny  county  for  the  pur- 
pose of  serving  them. 

The  appearances  and  circumstances  which  Mr.  Fox  observed 
himself  in  the  course  of  his  journey,  and  learned  afterwards 
upon  his  arrival  at  Pittsburg,  had  the  eflect  of  deterring  him 
from  the  service  of  the  processes,  and  unfortunately  led  to 
adopt  the  injudicious  and  fruitless  expedient  of  sending  them 
to  the  parties  by  a  private  messenger,  under  cover. 

The  deputy's  report  to  the  marshal  states  a  number  of  par- 
ticulars, evincing  a  considerable  fermentation  in  the  part  of 
the  country  to  which  he  was  sent,  and  inducing  a  belief,  on 
his  part,  that  he  could  not  with  safety  have  executed  the  pro- 
cesses. The  marshal,  transmitting  this  report  to  the  district 
attorney,  makes  the  following  observations  upon  it :     "I  am 
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sorry  to  add  that  he  (the  deputy)  found  the  people,  in  general, 
in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  particularly  beyond  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains,  in-  such  a  ferment  on  account  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  for  laying  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits,  and  so  much 
opposed  to  the  execution  of  the  said  act,  and  from  a  variety  of 
threats  to  himself  personally,  (although  he  took  the  utmost 
precaution  to  conceal  his  errand,)  that  he  was  not  only  con- 
vinced of  the  impossibility  of  serving  the  process,  but  that  any 
attempt  to  efl'ect  it  would  have  occasioned  the  most  violent 
opposition  from  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  be 
declares  that,  if  he  had  attempted  it,  he  believes  he  should  not 
have  returned  alive. 

'•  I  spared  no  expense  or  pains  to  have  the  process  of  tbe 
court  executed,  and  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  my  deputy 
would  have  accomplished  it,  if  it  could  have  been  done." 

The  reality  of  the  danger  to  the  deputy  was  countenanced 
by  the  opinion  of  General  Neville,  the  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue, a  man  who  before  had  given,  and  since  has  given  numer- 
ous proofs  of  a  steady  and  firm  temper  ;  and  what  followed  is 
a  further  confirmation  of  it. 

The  person  who  had  been  sent  with  the  processes  was  seized, 
whipped,  tarred  and  feathered  ;  and,  after  having  his  money 
and  horse  taken  from  him,  was  blindfolded  and  tied  in  the 
woods,  in  which  condition  he  remained  for  five  hours. 

Very  serious  reflections  naturally  occurred  upon  this  occa- 
sion. It  seemed  highly  probable,  from  the  issue  of  the  experi- 
ment which  had  been  made,  that  the  ordinar}-  course  of  civil 
process  would  be  ineffectual  for  enforcing  the  execution  of  the 
law  in  the  scene  in  question,  and  that  a  perseverance  in  this 
course  might  lead  to  a  serious  concussion.  The  law  itself  was 
still  in  the  infancy  of  its  operation,  and  far  from  established  in 
other  important  portions  of  the  Union.  Prejudices  a,gainst  it 
had  been  industriously'  disseminated,  misrepresentations  dif- 
fused, misconceptions  fostered.  The  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  had  not  yet  organized  the  means  by  which  the  Execu- 
tive could  come  in  aid  of  the  Judiciary,  when  found  incompe- 
tent to  the  execution  of  the  laws.  If  neither  of  these  impedi. 
ments  to  a  decisive  exertion  had  existed,  it  was  desirable, 
especially  in  a  republican  governmcut,  to  avoid  what  is  in 
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such  cases  the  ultimate  resort,  till  all  the  milder  means  had 
been  tried  without  success. 

Under  the  united  influeuce  of  tliese  considerations,  it  ap- 
peared advisable  to  forbear  urging  coercive  measures  until  the 
laws  had  gone  into  more  extensive  operation,  till  further  time 
for  reflection  and  experience  of  its  operation  had  served  to 
correct  false  impressions  and  inspire  greater  moderation,  and 
till  the  Legislature  had  had  an  opportunity,  by  a  revision  of 
the  law,  to  remove  as  far  as  possible  objections  and  to  rein- 
force the  provisions  for  securing  its  execution. 

Other  incidents  occurred,  from  time  to  time,  which  are 
further  proofs  of  the  very  improper  temper  that  prevailed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  refractory  counties. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  not  the  only  officer  who  about  the  same 
period  experienced  outrage.  Mr.  Wells,  collector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  Westmoreland  and  Fayette,  was  also  ill-treated  at 
Greensburg  and  Uniontown.  Nor  were  the  outrages  perpe- 
trated confined  to  the  officers  ;  they  extended  to  private  citi- 
zens who  only  dared  to  show  their  respect  for  the  laws  of  their 
country. 

Sometime  in  October,  1791,  an  unhappy  man,  of  the  name 
of  Wilson,  a  stranger  in  the  county  and  manifestly  disordered 
in  his  intellects,  imagining  himself  to  be  a  collector  of  the 
revenue,  or  invested  with  some  trust  in  relation  to  it,  was  so 
unlucky  as  to  make  inquiries  concerning  distillers  who  had  en- 
tered their  stills,  giving  out  that  he  was  to  travel  through  the 
United  States  to  ascertain  and  report  to  Congress  the  number 
of  stills,  &c.  This  man  was  pursued  by  a  party  in  disguise, 
taken  out  of  his  bed,  carried  about  five  miles  back  to  a  smith's 
shop,  stripped  of  his  clothes,  which  were  afterwards  burnt,  and 
having  been  himself  inhumanly  burnt  in  several  places"with  a 
heated  iron,  was  tarred  and  feathered  and  about  day-light  dis- 
missed naked,  wounded  and  otherwise  in  a  very  suffering  con- 
dition. These  particulars  are  communicated  in  a  letter  from 
the  inspector  of  the  revenue  of  the  ITth  of  November,  who 
declares  that  he  had  then  himself  seen  the  unfortunate  maniac, 
the  abuse  of  whom,  as  he  expresses  it,  exceeded  description 
and  was  sufficient  to  make  human  nature  shudder.  The  affair 
is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  persons  of  weight  and  considera- 
ions  in  that  county  are  understood  to  have  been  actors  in  it, 
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and  as  the  symptoms  of  insanity  were,  during  the  ^vhole  time 
of  inflicting  the  punishment,  apparent ;  the  unhappy  sufiferer 
displaying  the  heroic  fortitude  of  a  man  who  conceived  him- 
self to  be  a  martyr  to  the  discharge  of  some  important  duty. 

Not  long  after  a  person  of  the  name  of  Koseberry  under- 
went the  humiliating  punishment  of  tarring  and  feathering 
with  some  aggravations,  for  having  in  conversation  hazarded 
the  very  natural  and  just,  but  unpalatable  remark  that  the  in- 
habitants of  that  county  could  not  reasonably  expect  protec- 
tion from  a  Government  whose  laws  they  so  strenuously  op- 
posed. 

The  audacity  of  the  perpetrators  of  these  excesses  was  so 
great  that  an  armed  banditti  ventured  to  seize  and  carry  off 
two  persons  who  were  witnesses  against  the  rioters  in  the 
case  of  Wilson  in  order  to  prevent  their  giving  testimony  of 
the  riot  to  a  court  then  sitting  or  about  to  sit. 

Designs  of  personal  violence  against  the  inspector  of  the 
revenue  himself,  to  force  him  to  a  resignation,  were  repeatedly 
attempted  to  be  put  in  execution  by  armed  parties,  but,  by 
different  circumstances,  were  frustrated. 

In  the  session  of  Congress,  which  commenced  in  October, 
1791,  the  law  laying  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits  and  stills  came 
under  the  revision  of  Congress,  as  had  been  anticipated.  By 
an  act  passed  May  8,  1792,  during  that  session,  material  al- 
terations were  made  in  it,  among  these,  the  duty  was  reduced 
to  a  rate  so  moderate,  as  to  have  silenced  complaint  on  that 
head  ;  and  a  new  and  very  favorable  alternative  was  given  to 
the  distiller — that  of  paying  a  monthly  instead  of  a  yearly  rate, 
according  to  the  capacity  of  his  still,  with  liberty  to  take  a 
license  for  the  precise  term  which  he  should  intend  to  work  it, 
and  to  renew  that  license  for  a  further  term  or  terms. 

This  amending  act,  in  its  progress  through  the  Legislature, 
engaged  the  particular  attention  of  members,  who  themselves 
were  interested  in  distilleries,  and  of  others  who  represented 
parts  of  the  country  in  which  the  business  of  distilling  was  ex- 
tensively carried  on. 

Objections  were  well  considered,  and  great  pains  taken  to 
obviate  all  such  as  had  the  semblance  of  reasonableness. 

The  effect  has,  in  a  great  measure,  corresponded  with  the 
views  of  the  L?gislature.     Opposition  has  subsided  in  several 
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districts  where  it  before  prevailed,  and  it  was  natural  to  enter- 
tain, and  not  easy  to  abandon  a  hope,  that  the  same  thing 
would,  by  degrees  have  taken  place  in  the  four  western  coun- 
ties of  this  State. 

But  notwithstanding  some  flattering  appearances  at  particu- 
lar junctures,  and  infinite  pains,  by  various  expedients,  to  pro- 
duce the  desirable  issue,  the  hope  entertained  has  never  been 
realized,  and  is  now  at  an  end,  as  far  as  the  ordinary  means  of 
executing  laws  are  concerned. 

The  first  law  had  left  the  number  and  positions  of  the  offi- 
cers of  inspection,  which  were  to  be  established  in  each  dis- 
trict for  receiving  entries  of  stills,  to  the  discretion  of  the  su- 
pervisor. The  second,  to  secure  a  due  accommodation  to  dis- 
tillers, provides,  peremptorily,  that  there  shall  be  one  in  each 
county. 

The  idea  was  immediately  embraced  that  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant point  in  the  scheme  of  opposition  to  the  law,  to  pre- 
vent the  establishment  of  offices  in  the  respective  counties. 

For  this  purpose,  the  intimidation  of  well-disposed  inhabi- 
tants was  added  to  the  plan  of  molesting  and  obstructing  the 
officers,  by  force  or  otherwise,  as  might  be  necessary.  So  ef- 
fectually was  the  first  point  carried,  (the  certain  destruction  of 
property  and  the  peril  of  life  being  involved, )  that  it  became 
almost  impracticable  to  obtain  suitable  places  for  offices  in 
some  of  the  counties,  and  when  obtained,  it  was  found  a  matter 
of  necessity,  in  almost  every  instance,  to  abandon  them. 

After  much  efi"ort,  the  inspectors  of  revenue  succeeded  in 
procuring  the  house  of  William  Faulkner,  a  captain  in  the 
army,  for  an  office  of  inspection  in  the  county  of  Washington. 
This  took  place  in  August,  1792.  The  office  was  attended  by 
the  inspector  of  the  revenue  in  person,  till  prevented  by  the 
following  incidents  : 

Captain  Faulkner,  being  in  pursuit  of  some  deserters  from 
the  troops,  was  encountered  by  a  number  of  people  in  the  same 
neighborhood  where  Mr.  Johnson  had  been  ill-treated  the  pre- 
ceding year,  who  reproached  him  with  letting  his  house  for  an 
office  of  inspection,  drew  a  knife  upon  him,  threatened  to  scalp 
him,  tar  and  feather  him  and  reduce  his  house  and  property  to 
ashes  if  he  did  not  solemnly  promise  to  prevent  the  further 
use  of  his  house  for  an  office.     Captain  Faulkner  was  induced 
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to  make  the  promise  exacted,  and  in  consequence  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, wrote  a  letter  to  the  inspector,  dated  the  20th  of 
August,  countermanding  the  permission  for  using  his  house,  and 
the  day  following  gave  a  public  notice  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette 
that  the  office  of  inspector  should  be  no  longer  kept  there. 

At  the  same  time  another  engine  of  opposition  was  in  opera- 
tion. Agreeable  to  a  previous  notification,  there  met  at  Pitts- 
burgh, on  the  2l6t  of  August,  a  number  of  persons  styling 
themselves  :  "  A  meeting  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania." 

This  meeting  entered  into  resolutions  not  less  exceptionable 
than  those  of  its  predecessors.  The  preamble  suggests  that 
a  tax  on  spirituous  liquors  is  unjust  in  itself  and  oppressive 
upon  the  poor  ;  that  internal  taxes  upon  consumption  must,  in 
the  end,  destroy  the  liberties  of  every  country  in  which  they 
are  introduced  ;  that  the  law  in  question,  from  certain  local 
circumstances,  which  are  specified,  would  bring  immediate 
distress  and  ruin  upon  the  western  country,  and  concludes 
with  the  sentiment  that  they  think  it  their  duty  to  persist  in 
remonstrances  to  Congress,  and  in  every  other  legal  measure 
that  may  obstruct  the  operation  of  the  law. 

The  resolutions  then  proceed  :  first,  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  prepare  and  cause  to  be  presented  to  Congress. an  address 
stating  objections  to  the  law  and  praying  for  its  repeal  ;  sec- 
ondly, to  appoint  committees  of  correspondence  for  Washing- 
ton, Fayette  and  Allegheny,  charged  to  correspond  together 
'  and  with  such  committees  as  should  be  appointed  for  the  same 
purpose  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  or  with  any  commit- 
tees of  a  similar  nature  that  might  be  appointed  in  other  parts  of 
the  United  States;  and,  also,  if  found  necessary,  to  call  together 
either  general  meetings  of  the  people  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties or  conferences  of  the  several  committees  ;  and  lastly,  to 
declare  that  they  will  in  future  consider  those  who  hold  offices 
for  the  collection  of  the  duty  as  unworthy  of  their  friendship, 
that  they  will  have  no  intercourse  nor  dealings  with  them,  will 
icithdraw  from  them  every  assistance,  withhold  all  the  comforts 
of  life  which  depend  upon  those  duties  that  as  men  and  fellow- 
citizens  we  owe  to  each  other,  and  will  iqwn  all  occasions  treat 
them  with  contempt,  earnestly  recommendirig  it  to  the  people  at 
large  to  follow  the  same  line  oj  conduct  towards  them. 
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The  idea  of  pursuing  legal  measures  to  obstruct  the  operation 
of  a  law  needs  little  comment.  Legal  measures  may  be  pur- 
sued to  procure  the  repeal  of  a  law,  but  to  obstruct  its  opera- 
tion presents  a  contradiction  in  terms.  The  02')eration  (or  what 
is  the  same  thing,  the  execution)  of  a  law  cannot  be  obstructed 
after  it  has  been  constitutionally  enacted  without  illegality 
and  crime.  The  expression  quoted  is  one  of  those  phrases 
which  can  only  be  used  to  conceal  a  disorderly  and  culpable 
intention  under  forms  that  may  escape  the  hold  of  the  law. 

Neither  was  it  difficult  to  perceive  that  the  anathema  pro- 
nounced against  the  officers  of  the  revenue  placed  them  in  a 
state  of  virtual  outlawry,  and  operated  as  a  signal  to  all  those 
who  were  bold  enough  to  encounter  the  guilt,  aud  the  danger 
to  violate  both  their  lives  and  their  properties. 

The  foregoing  proceedings,  as  soon  as  known,  were  reported 
by  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  to  the  President.     The  Presi- 
dent on  the  15th  of  September,  1792,  issued  a  proclamation 
"earnestly  admonishing   and  exhorting  all  persons  whom  it 
might  concern,  to  refrain  and  desist  from  all  unlawful  combi- 
nations and  proceedings  whatsoever,  having  for  object,  or  tend- 
ing to  obstruct  the  operation  of  the  laws  aforesaid,  inasmuch 
as  all  lawful  ways  and  means  would  be  put  in  execution  for 
bringing  to  justice  the  infractors  thereof,  and  securing  obe- 
dience   thereto  ;    and,  moreover,  charging  and  requiring   all 
courts,  magistrates,  and  officers,  whom  it  might  concern,  ac- 
cording to  the  duties  of  their  several   offices,   to  exert   the  , 
powers  in  them  respectively  vested  by  law  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid ;  thereby,  also,  enjoining  and  requiring  all  persons 
whomsoever,  as  they  tendered  the  welfare  of  their  country,  the 
just  and  due  authority  of  government,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  therein,  accord- 
ing to  law  ;  and  likewise  directed  that  prosecutions  might  be 
instituted  against  the  offenders,  in  the  cases  in  which  the  laws 
would  support,  and  the  requisite  evidence  could  be  obtained. 
Pursuant  to  these  instructions,  the  attorney  general,  in  co" 
operation  with  the  attorney  of  the  district,  attended  a  circuit 
court,  which  was  holden  at  Yorktown,  in  October,  1792,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  forward  prosecutions  in  the  proper 
cases. 
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• 

Collateral  measures  were  taken  to  procure  for  this  purpose 
the  necessary  evideuce. 

The  supervisor  of  the  revenue  vp^as  sent  into  the  opposing 
survey,  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of  that  survey,  to  obtain 
evidence  of  the  persons  who  were  concerned  in  the  riot  in 
Faulkner's  case,  and  of  those  who  composed  the  meeting  at 
Pittsburgh,  to  uphold  the  confidence  and  encourage  the  perse- 
verance of  the  ofiBcers  acting  under  the  law  ;  and  to  induce, 
if  possible,  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  survey,  which 
appeared  least  disinclined  to  come  voluntarily  into  the  law  by 
arguments  addressed  to  their  sense  of  duty,  and  exhibiting  the 
eventual  dangers  and  mischiefs  of  resistance. 

The  mission  of  the  supervisor  had  no  other  fruit  than  that  of 
obtaining  evidence  of  the  persons  who  composed  the  meeting 
at  Pittsburgh,  and  of  two  who  were  understood  to  be  concerned 
in  the  riot;  and  a  confirmation  of  the  enmity  which  certain 
active  and  designing  leaders  had  industriously  infused  into  a 
large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants,  not  against  the  particular 
laws  in  question  only,  but  of  a  more  ancient  date,  against  the 
government  of  the  United  States  itself. 

The  then  attorney  general  being  of  opinion  that  it  was  at 
best  a  doubtful  point,  whether  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
at  Pittsburgh  contained  indictable  matter  ;  no  prosecution  was 
attempted  against  those  who  composed  it,  though  if  the  ground 
for  proceeding  against  them  had  appeared  to  be  firm,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  truest  policy  would  have  dictated  that  course. 

Indictments  were  preferred  to  the  circuit  court  and  found 
against  the  two  persons  understood  to  have  been  concerned  in 
the  riot,  and  the  usual  measures  were  taken  for  carrying  them 
into  eflFect, 

But  it  appearing  afterwards,  from  various  representations 
supported  by  satisfactory  testimony,  that  there  had  been  some 
mistake  as  to  the  persons  accused,  justice  and  policy  de- 
manded that  the  prosecution  should  be  discontinued  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

This  issue  of  the  business  unavoidably  defeated  the  attempt 
to  establish  examples  of  the  punishment  of  persons  who  en- 
gaged in  a  violent  resistance  to  the  laws,  and  left  the  officers 
to  struggle  against  the  stream  of  resistance  without  the  ad- 
vantage of  such  examples. 
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The  following  plan,  afterward  successively  put  in  execution, 
was  about  this  time  digested,  for  carrying,  if  possible,  the  laws 
into  effect  without^the  necessity  of  recurring  to  force  : 

1st.  To  prosecute  delinquents  in  the  cases  in  which  it  could 
be  clearly  done  for  non-compliance  with  the  laws. 

2d.  To  intercept  the  markets  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the 
distilleries  of  the  non-complying  counties,  by  seizing  the 
spirits  on  their  way  to  those  markets  in  places  where  it  could 
be  effected  without  opposition. 

3d.  By  purchases,  through  agents,  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
(instead  of  deriving  the  supply  through  contractors,  as  form- 
erly,) confining  them  to  spirits  in  respect  to  which  there  had 
been  a  compliance  with  the  laws. 

The  motives  to  this  plan  speak  for  themselves.  It  aimed, 
besides  the  influence  of  penalties  on  delinquents,  at  making  it 
the  general  interest  of  the  distillers  to  comply  with  the  laws, 
by  interrupting  the  market  for  a  very  considerable  surplus, 
and  by  at  the  same  time  confining  the  benefit  of  the  large  de- 
mand for  public  service  to  those  who  did  their  duty  to  the 
public,  and  furnishing,  through  the  means  of  payments  in  cash, 
that  medium  for  paying  the  duties  the  want  of  which  was  al- 
leged to  be  a  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  compliance. 

But  two  circumstances  conspired  to  counteract  the  success 
of  the  plan  :  one,  the  necessity  towards  incurring  the  penal 
ties  of  non-compliance  of  there  being  an  office  of  inspection 
in  each  county,  which  was  prevented  in  some  of  the  counties 
by  means  of  the  intimidation  practiced  for  that  purpose; 
another,  the  non-extension  of  the  law  to  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  Ohio,  into  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  surplus 
before  mentioned  was  sent. 

A  cure  for  these  defects  could  only  come  from  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  accordingly  in  the  session  which  began  in  November, 
1792,  measures  were  taken  for  procuring  a  further  revision  of 
the  laws.  A  bill  containing  amendments  of  those  and  other 
defects  was  brought  in,  but  it  so  happened  that  this  object,  by 
reason  of  more  urgent  business,  was  deferred  till  towards  the 
close  of  the  session  and  finally  went  off  through  the  usual 
hurry  of  that  period. 

The  continuance  of  the  embarrassment  incident  to  this  state 
of  things  naturally  tended  to  diminish  much  of  the  efficacy  of 
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the  plan  which  had  been  devised,  yet  it  was  resolved,  as  far  as 
legal  provisions'' would  bear  out  the  officers,  to  pursue  it  with 
perseverance.  There  was  ground  to  entertain  hopes  of  its- 
good  effect,  and  it  was  certainly  the  most  likely  course  which 
could  have  been  adopted  towards  attaining  the  object  of  the 
laws  by  means  short  of  force,  evincing,  unequivocally,  the 
sincere  disposition  to  avoid  this  painful  resort  and  the  steady 
moderation  which  has  characterized  the  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  prosecutions  were  occasionally 
instituted  in  the  mildest  forms ;  seizures  were  made  as  oppor- 
tunities occurred  ;  and  purchases  on  public  account  were  car- 
ried on. 

It  may  be  incidentally  remarked,  that  these  purchases  were 
extended  to  otherlplaces,  where,  though  the  same  disorders 
did  not  exist,  it  appeared  advisable  to  facilitate  the  payment 
of  the  duties  by  this  species  of  accommodation. 

Nor  was  this  plan,  notwithstanding  the  deEciency  of  legal 
provision,  which  impeded  its  full  execution,  with  correspond- 
ing effects. 

Symptoms  from  time  to  time  appeared,  which  authorized  ex- 
pectation that,  with  the  aid  at  another  session,  of  the  desired 
supplementary  provisions,  it  was  capable  of  accomplishing  its 
end,  if  no  extraordinary  events  occurred. 

The  opponents  of  the  laws,  not  insensible  of  the  tendency  of 
that  plan,  nor  of  the  defects  in  the  laws  which  interfered  with 
it,  did  not  fail,  from  time  to  time,  to  pursue  analogous  modes 
of  counteraction.  The  effort  to  frustrate  the  establishment  of 
offices  of  inspection,  in  particular,  was  persisted  in,  and  even 
increased  ;  means  of  intimidating  officers  and  others  continued 
to  be  exerted. 

In  April,  1793,  a  party  of  armed  men,  in  disguise,  made  an 
attack  in  the  night  upon  the  house  of  a  collector  of  the  reve- 
nue, who  resided  In  Fayette  county  ;  but  he  happening  to  be 
from  home,  they  contented  themselves  with  breaking  open  his 
house,  threatening,  terrifying  and  abusing  his  family. 

Warrants  were  issued  for  apprehending  some  of  the  rioters 
upon  this  occasion,  by  Isaac  Mason  and  James  Findley,  assis- 
tant judges  of  Fayette  county,  which  were  delivered  to  the 
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sheriff  of  that  county,  who,  it  seems,  refused  to  execute  them  ; 
for  which  he  has  since  been  indicted. 

This  is  at  once  an  example  of  a  disposition  to  support  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  and  of  an  opposite  one  in  the  local  officers 
of  Pennsylvania  within  the  non-complying  scene. 

But  it  is  a  truth  too  important  not  to  be  noticed,  and  too  in- 
jurious not  to  be  lamented,  that  the  prevailing  spirit  of  those 
oiEcers  has  been  either  hostile  or  lukewarm  to  the  execution 
of  those  laws  ;  and  that  the  weight  of  an  unfriendly  official  in- 
lluence  has  been  one  of  the  mo.st  serious  obstacles  with  which 
they  have  had  to  struggle. 

In  June  following,  the  inspector  of  the  revenue  was  burnt 
in  effigy  in  Allegheny  county,  at  a  place  and  on  a  day  of  some 
public  election,  with  much  display,  in  the  presence  of  and 
without  interruption  from  magistrates  and  other  public  officers. 

On  the  night  of  the  22d  of  November  another  party  of  men, 
some  of  them  armed  and  all  in  disguise,  went  to  the  house  of 
the  same  collector  of  Fayette,  which  had  been  visited  in  April, 
broke  and  entered  it  and  demanded  a  surrender  of  the  officer's 
commission  and  official  books  ;  upon  his  refusing  to  deliver 
them  up,  they  presented  pistols  at  him  and  swore  that  if  he 
did  not  comply  they  would  instantly  put  him  to  death.  At 
length  a  surrender  of  the  commission  and  books  was  enforced, 
but  not  content  with  this  the  riotei's,  before  they  departed,  re- 
quired of  the  officer  that  he  should,  within  two  weeks,  publish 
his  resignation  on  pain  of  another  visit  and  the  destruction  of 
his  house. 

Notwithstanding  these  excesses,  the  laws  appeared,  during 
the  latter  periods  of  this  year  (1T93)  to  be  rather  gaining 
ground.  Several  principa'l  distillers,  who  had  formerly  held 
out,  complied,  and  others  discovered  a  disposition  to  comply 
which  was  only  restrained  by  the  fear  of  violence. 

But  these  favorable  circumstances  served  to  beget  alarm 
among  those  who  were  determined,  at  all  events,  to  prevent 
the  quiet  establishment  of  the  laws.  It  soon  appeared  that 
they  meditated,  by  fresh  and  greater  excesses,  to  aim  a  still  more 
effectual  blow  at  them  to  subdue  the  growing  spirit  of  compli- 
ance and  to  destroy  entirely  the  organs  of  the  laws  within  that 
part  of  the  country,  by  compelling  all  the  officers  to  renounce 
their  offices. 
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The  last  proceeding,  in  the  case  of  the  collector  of  Fay- 
ette, was  in  this  spirit :  In  January  of  the  present  year  further 
violences  appear  to  have  been  perpetrated.  William  Rich- 
mond, "who  had  given  information  againt  some  of  the  rioters, 
in  the  affair  of  Wilson,  had  his  barn  burnt  with  all  the  grain 
and  hay  which  it  contained,  and  the  same  thing  happened  to 
Robert  Shawhan,  a  distiller,  who  had  been  among  the  first  to 
comply  with  the  law  and  who  had  always  spoken  favorably  of 
it ;  but  in  neither  of  these  instances,  (which  happened  in  the 
county  of  Allegheny,)  though  thq  presumptions  were  violent, 
was  any  positive  proof  obtained. 

The  inspector  of  the  revenue,  in  a  letter  of  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, writes  that  he  had  received  information  that  persons  liv- 
ing near  the  dividing  line  of  Allegheny  and  Washington,  had 
thrown  out  threats  of  tarring  and  featheriug  one  William  Coch- 
ran, complying  distiller,  and  of  burning  his  distillery,  and  that 
it  had  also  been  given  out  that  in  three  weeks  there  would  not 
be  a  house  standing  in  Allegheny  county  of  any  person  who 
had  complied  with  the  laws,  in  consequence  of  which  he  had 
been  induced  to  pay  a  visit  to  several  leading  individuals  in 
that  quarter  as  well  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  information 
as  to  endeavor  to  avert  the  attempt  to  execute  such  threats. 

It  appeared  afterwards  that,  on  his  return  home,  he  had  been 
pursued  by  a  collection  of  disorderly  persons  threatening,  as 
they  went  along,  vengeance  against  him.  On  their  way,  these 
men  called  at  the  house  of  James  Kiddoe,  who  had  recently 
complied  with  the  laws,  broke  into  his  still  house,  fired  several 
balls  under  his  still  and  scattered  fire  over  and  about  the  house. 

Letters  from  the  inspector,  in  March,  announce  an  increased 
activity  in  promoting  opposition  to  the  laws  ;  frequent  meet- 
ings to  cement  and  extend  the  combinations  against  it,  and 
among  other  means  for  this  purpose,  a  plan  of  collecting  a 
force  to  seize  him,  compel  him  to  resign  his  commission  and 
detain  him  prisoner — probably  as  a  hostage. 

In  May  and  June  new  violences  were  committed.  James 
Kiddoe,  the  person  above  mentioned,  and  William  Cochran, 
another  complying  distiller,  met  with  repeated  inj::ry  to  their 
property.  Kiddoe  had  parts-of  his  gristmill,  at  ditlerent  times, 
carried  away ;  and  CcJchran  suffered  more  material  injuries^ 
His  still  was  destroyed  ;  his  sawmill  was  rendered  T^=oless,  by 
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the  taking  away  of  the  saw  ;  and  his  gristmill  so  injured  as  to 
require  to  be  repaired,  at  considerable  expense. 

At  the  last  visit  a  note  in  writing  was  left,  requiring  him  to 
publish  what  he  had  suffered  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  on  pain 
of  another  visit,  in  which  he  is  threatened,  in  figurative  but 
intelligible  terms,  with  the  destruction  of  his  property  by  fire. 
Thus  adding  to  the  profligacy  of  doing  wanton  injuries  to  a 
fellow  citizen,  the  tyranny  of  compelling  him  to  be  the  pub- 
lisher of  his  wrongs. 

June  being  the  month  for  receiving  annual  entries  of  stills, 
endeavors  were  used  to  open  offices  in  Westmoreland  and 
Washington,  where  it  had  been  hitherto  found  impracticable. 
With  much  pains  and  difficulty,  places  were  procured  for  the 
purpose.  That  in  Westmoreland  was  repeatedly  attacked  in 
the  night  by  armed  men,  who  frequently  fired  upon  it;  but, 
according  to  a  report  which  has  been  made  to  this  Depart- 
ment, it  was  defended  with  so  much  courage  and  perseverance 
by  John  Wells,  an  auxiliary  officer,  and  Philip  Ragan,  the 
owner  of  the  house,  as  to  have  been  maintained  during  the 
remainder  of  the  month. 

That  in  Washington,  after  repeated  attempts,  was  sup- 
pressed. The  first  attempt  was  confined  to  pulling  down  the 
sign  of  the  office,  and  threats  of  future  destruction  ;  the  second 
efi"ected  the  object  in  the  following  mode  :  About  twelve  per- 
sons, armed  and  painted  black,  in  the  night  of  the  6th  of  June, 
broke  into  the  house  of  John  Lynn,  where  the  office  was  kept, 
and  after  having  treacherously  seduced  him  to  come  down 
stairs,  and  put  himself  in  their  power,  by  a  promise  of  safety, 
to  himself  and  his  house,  they  seized  and  tied  him  ;  threatened 
to  hang  him  ;  took  him  to  a  retired  spot  in  the  neighboring 
wood,  and  there,  after  cutting  ofi'his  hair,  tarring  and  feather- 
ing him,  swore  him  never  again  to  allow  the  use  of  his  house 
for  an  office,  never  to  disclose  their  names,  and  never  again  to 
have  any  sort  of  agency  in  aid  of  the  excise,  having  done 
which,  they  bound  him  naked  to  a  tree,  and  left  him  in  that 
situation  till  morning,  when  he  succeeded  in  extricating  him- 
self. Not  content  with  this,  the  malcontents,  some  days  after, 
made  liim  another  visit,  pulled  down  part  of  his  house,  and 
put  him  in  a  situation  to  be  obliged  to  +)ecome  an  exile  from 
his  own  home,  and  to  find  an  asylum  elsewhere. 
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During  this  time  several  of  the  distillers,  who  had  made  en- 
tries and  benefited  by  them,  refused  the  payment  of  the  duties  ; 
actuated,  no  doubt,  by  various  motives. 

Indications  of  a  plan  to  proceed  against  the  inspector  of  the 
revenue,  in  the  manner  which  has  been  before  mentioned,  con- 
tinued. In  a  letter  from  him,  of  the  10th  of  July,  he  observed 
that  the  threatened  visit  had  not  yet  been  made,  though  he  had 
still  reason  to  expect  it 

In  the  session  of  Congress  which  began  in  December,  1793, 
a  bill  for  making  the  amendments  in  the  laws,  which  had  been 
for  some  time  desired,  was  brought  in,  and  on  the  fifth  of  June 
last,  became  a  law. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  difierent  stages  of  this  busi- 
ness were  regularly  notified  to  the  malcontents,  and  that  a  con- 
viction of  the  tendency  of  the  amendments  contemplated  to 
efiectuate  the  execution  of  the  law  had  matured  the  resolution 
to  bring  matters  to  a  violent  crisis. 

The  increasing  energy  of  the  opposition  rendered  it  indispen- 
sable to  meet  the  evil  with  proportionable  decision.  The  idea 
of  giving  time  for  the  law  to  extend  itself,  in  scenes  where  the 
dissatisfaction  with  it  was  the  efiect,  not  of  an  improper  spirit, 
but  of  causes  which  were  of  a  nature  to  yield  to  reason,  reflec- 
tion and  experience,  (which  had  constantly  weighed  in  the  es- 
timate of  the  measures  proper  to  be  pursued,)  had  had  its  ef- 
fect in  an  extensive  degree.  The  experiment,  too,  had  been 
long  enough  tried  to  ascertain  that,  where  resistance  contin- 
ued, the  root  of  the  evil  lay  deep  and  required  measures  of 
greater  eflScacy  than  had  been  pursued.  The  laws  had  under- 
gone repeated  revisions  of  the  legislative  representatives  of 
the  Union,  and  had  virtually  received  their  repeated  sanction, 
without  even  an  attempt,  as  far  as  is  now  recollected  or  can 
be  traced,  to  effect  their  repeal ;  affording  an  evidence  of  the 
general  sense  of  the  community  in  their  favor.  Complaints  be- 
gan to  be  loud,  from  complying  quarters,  against  the  impro- 
priety and  injustice  of  suffering  the  laws  to  remain  unexecuted 
in  others. 

Under  the  united  influence  of  these  considerations,  there 
was  no  choice  but  to  try  the  eflSciency  of  the  laws  in  prose- 
cuting with  vigor,  delinquents  and  offenders. 
7— Vol.  IV. 
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Process  issued  against  a  number  of  non-complying  distillers 
in  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Allegheny,  and  indictments 
having  been  found  at  a  circuit  court  holden  at  Philadelphia  in 
July  last,  against  Robert  Smilie  and  John  McUuUoch,  two  of 
the  rioters  in  the  attack  which,  in  November  preceding,  had 
been  made  upon  the  house  of  a  collector  of  the  revenue  in 
Fayette  count}',  processes  issued  against  them  also  to  bring 
them  to  trial,  and  if  guilty,  to  punishment. 

The  marshal  of  the  district  went  in  person  to  serve  these 
processes.  He  executed  his  trust  without  interruption,  though 
under  many  discouraging  circumstances,  in  Fayette  county, 
but  while  he  was  in  the  execution  of  it  in  Allegheny  county, 
being  then  accompanied  by  the  inspector  ot  the  revenue,  to 
wit,  on  the  15th  of  July  last,  he  was  beset  on  the  road  by  a 
party  of  from  thirty  to  forty  armed  men,  who  after  much  pre- 
vious irregularity  of  conduct  finally  fired  upon  him,  but,  as  it 
happened,  without  injury  either  to  him  or  to  the  inspector. 

This  attempt  on  the  marshal  was  but  the  prelude  of  greater 
excesses. 

About  break  of  day,  the  16th  of  July,  in  conformity  with 
a  plan  which  seems  to  have  been  for  sometime  entertained,  and 
which  probably  was  only  accelerated  by  the  coming  of  the 
marshal  into  the  survey,  an  attack  by  about  one  hundred  per- 
sons armed  with  guns  and  other  weapons  was  made  upon  the 
house  of  the  inspector  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburgh.  The  in- 
spector, though  alone,  vigorously  defended  himself  against 
the  assailants  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  without  accomplish- 
ing their  purpose. 

Apprehending  that  the  business  would  not  terminate  here, 
he  made  application  by  letter  to  the  judges,  generals  of  mili- 
tia, and  sheriff  of  the  county  for  protection.  A  reply  to  his 
application  from  John  Wilkins,  Jun.,and  John  Gibson,  magis- 
trates and  militia  ofiScers,  informed  him  that  the  laws  could 
not  be  executed  so  as  to  afford  him  the  protection  to  which  he 
was  entitled,  owing  to  the  too  general  combination  of  the  peo- 
ple in  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  to  oppose  the  revenue  law  ; 
adding  that  they  would  take  every  step  in  their  power  to  bring 
the  rioters  to  justice  and  would  be  glad  to  receive  information 
of  the  individuals  concerned  in  the  attack  upon  his  house,  that 
prosecutions  might  be  commenced  against  them  ;  and  express- 
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ing  their  sorrow  that  should  the  posse  comitalus  of  the  county 
be  ordered  out  in  support  of  the  civil  authority,  very  few 
could  be  gotten  that  were  not  of  the  party  of  the  rioters 

The  day  following  the  insurgents  re-assembled  with  a  consid- 
able  augmentation  of  numbers,  amounting,  as  has  been  com- 
puted, to  at  least  five  hundred,  and  on  the  Hth  of  July  re 
newed  thnir  attack  upon  the  house  of  the  inspector,  who  in 
the  interval,  had  taken  the  precaution  of  calling  to  his  aid  a 
small  detachment  from  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pitt,  which  at  the 
time  of  the  attack,  consisted  of  eleven  men  who  had  been 
joined  by  Major  Abraham  Kirkpatrick,  a  friend  and  connexion 
01  the  inspector. 

There  being  scarcely  a  prospect  of  efFectuai  defence  ao-ainst 
so  large  a  body  as  then  appeared,  and  as  the  inspector  had 
everything  to  apprehend  for  his  person,  if  taken,  it  was  judged 
advisable  that  he  should  withdraw  from  the  house  to  a  place 
of  concealment;  Major  Kirkpatrick  generously  agreeino-  to 
remain  with  the  eleven  men  in  the  intention,  if  practicable 
to  make  a  capitulation  in  favor  of  the  property,  if  not  to  de 
lend  It  as  long  as  possible. 

A  parley  took  place  under  cover  of  a  flag,  which  was  sent 
by  the  insurgents  to  the  house  to  demand  that  the  inspector 
should  come  forth,  renounce  his  office,  and  stipulate  never 
again  to  accept  an  office  under  the  same  laws.     To  this  it  was 
replied  that  the  inspector  had  left  the  house  upon  their  first 
approach,  and  that  the  place  to  which  he  had  retired  was  un 
known.     They  then  declared  that  they  must  have  whatever 
related  to  his  office.     They  were  answered  that  they  mi^ht 
send  persons,  not  exceeding  six,  to  search  the  house,  and  take 
away  whatever  papers  they  could  find  appertaining  to  the  of- 
fice      But  not  satisfied  with  this,  they  insisted  unconditionally 
that  the  armed  men  who  were  in  the  house  for  its  defense      • 
should  march  out  and  ground  their  arms,  which  Major  Kirk 
Patrick  peremptorily  refused  ;  considering  it  and  representing 
It  to  them  as  a  proof  of  a  design  to  destroy  the  propertv    This 
refusal  put  an  end  to  the  parley. 

_    A  brisk  firing  then  ensued  between  the  insurgents  and  those  " 
in  the  house,  which,  it  is  said,  lasted  for  near  an  hour  till  the 
assailants,  having  set  fire  to  the   neighboring  and   adjacent 
buildings,  eight  in  number,  the  intenseness  of  the  h.>at    and 
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the  danger  of  an  immediate  communication  of  the  fire  to  the 
house,  obliged  Major  Kirkpatrick  and  his  small  party  to  come 
out  and  surrender  themselves.  In  the  course  of  the  firing  one 
of  the  insurgents  was  killed  and  several  wounded,  and  three 
of  the  persons  in  the  house  were  also  wounded.  The  person 
killed  is  understood  to  have  been  the  leader  of  the  party,  of 
the  name  of  James  McFarlane,  then  a  major  in  the  militia, 
formerly  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Pennsylvania  line.  The  dwelling- 
house,  after  the  surrender,  shared  the  fate  of  the  other  build- 
ings, the  whole  of  which  were  consumed  to  the  ground.  The 
loss  of  property  to  the  inspector,  upon  this  occasion,  is  esti- 
mated, and  as  it  is  believed  with  great  moderation,  at  not  less 
than  three  thousand  pounds. 

The  marshal,  Colonel  Presley  Neville,  and  several  others, 
were  taken  by  the  insurgents  going  to  the  inspector's  house. 
All,  except  the  marshal  and  Colonel  Neville,  soon  made  their 
escape ;  but  these  were  carried  off  some  distance  from  the 
iplace  where  the  affray  had  happened,  and  detained  till  one  or 
two  o'clock  the  next  morning.  In  the  course  of  their  detention 
the  marshal,  in  particular,  suffered  very  severe  and  humiliating 
'treatment,  and  was  frequently  in  imminent  danger  of  his  life. 
-Several  of  the  party  repeatedly  presented  their  pieces  at  him 
with  every  appearance  of  a  design  to  assassinate,  from  which 
>they  were  with  diflSculty  restrained  by  the  efforts  of, a  few 
more  humane  and  more  prudent. 

Nor  could  he  obtain  safety  or  liberty,  but  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  a  promise,  guaranteed  by  Colonel  Neville,  that  he  would 
serve  no  other  process  on  the  west  side  of  the  Allegheny  moun- 
tain. The  alternative  being  immediate  death,  extorted  from 
the  marshal  a  compliance  with  this  condition,  notwithstanding 
the  just  sense  of  oflScial  dignity,  and  the  firmness  of  character 
which  were  witnessed  by  his  conduct  throughout  the  trying 
scenes  he  had  experienced. 

The  insurgents,  on  the  18th,  sent  a  deputation  of  two  of 
their  number  (one  a  justice  of  the  peace)  to  Pittsburgh,  to  re- 
quire of  the  marshal  a  surrender  of  the  processes  in  his  pos. 
session,  intimating  that  his  compliance  would  satisfy  the  peo. 
pie,  and  add  to  his  safety;  and  also,  to  demand  of  General 
Neville,  in  peremptory  terms,  the  resignation  of  his  oflSce> 
threatening,  in  case  of  refusal,  to  attack  the  place  and  take 
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him  by  force,  demands  which  both  these  oflScers  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  reject,  as  alike  incompatible  with  their  honor  and  their 
duty. 

As  it  was  well  ascertained  that  no  protection  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  magistrates  or  inhabitants  of  Pittsburgh,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  the  safety,  both  of  the  inspector  and  the 
marshal,  to  quit  that  place,  and  as  it  was  known  that  all  the 
usual  routes  to  Philadelphia  were  beset  by  the  insurgents,  they 
concluded  to  descend  the  Ohio,  and  proceed,  by  a  circuitous 
route,  to  the  seat  of  Government,  which  they  began  to  put  in 
execution  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  July. 

Information  has  also  been  received  of  a  meeting  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  at  a  place  called  Mingo  Creek 
meeting-house,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  to  consult  about 
the  further  measures  which  it  might  be  advisable  to  pursue  ; 
that  at  this  meeting,  a  motion  was  made  to  approve  and  agree 
to  support  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place,  until  the 
excise  law  was  repealed,  and  an  act  of  oblivion  passed.  But 
that,  instead  of  this,  it  had  been  agreed  that  the  four  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  neighboring  counties  of  Vir- 
ginia, should  be  invited  to  meet  in  a  convention  of  delegates, 
on  the  14th  of  the  present  month,  at  Parkinson's,  on  Mingo 
Creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  situation  of  the  western  country,  and  concert  such 
measures  as  should  appear  suited  to  the  occasion. 

It  appears,  moreover,  that  on  the  25th  of  July  last,  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  road  irom  Pittsburgh  to  Philadel- 
phia, was  stopped  by  two  armed  men,  who  cut  it  open  and  took 
out  all  the  letters,  except  those  contained  in  one  packet ;  these 
armed  men,  from  all  the  circumstances  which  occurred,  were 
manifestly  acting  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents. 

The  declared  object  of  the  foregoing  proceedings  is  to  ob. 
struct  the  execution  and  compel  a  repeal  of  the  laws  laying 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  upon 
stills.  There  is  just  cause  to  believe  that  this  is  connected 
with  an  indisposition,  too  general  in  that  quarter,  to  share  in 
the  common  burdens  of  the  community,  and  with  a  wish,  among 
some  persons  of  influence  to  embarrass  the  Government.  It  is 
alSrmed,  by  well  informed  persons,  to  be  a  fact  of  notoriety, 
that  the  revenue  laws  of  the  State  itself  have  always  been 
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either  resisted  or  ver}'  defectively  complied  with  in  the  same 
quarter. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 


GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN  TO  PRESIDENT   WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  bth  August,  1794. 

Sir: — The  important  subject,  which  led  to  our  conference 
on  Saturday  last,  and  the  interesting  discussion  that  then  took 
place,  having:  since  engaged  my  whole  attention,  I  am  pre- 
pared, in  compliance  with  your  request,  to  state  with  candor 
the  measures  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  pursued  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  The  circumstances  of 
the  case  evidently  require  a  firm  and  energetic  conduct  on  our 
part,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government ;  but 
as  they  do  not  preclude  the  exercise  of  a  prudent  and  humane 
policy,  I  enjoy  a  sincere  gratification  in  recollecting  the  senti- 
ment of  regret,  with  which  3'ou  contemplated  the  possible  ne- 
cessity of  an  appeal  to  arms.  For,  I  confess,  that  in  mani- 
festing a  zealous  disposition  to  secure  obedience  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  our  country,  I,  too,  shall  ever  prefer  the 
instruments  of  conciliation  to  those  of  coercion,  and  never,  but 
in  the  last  resort,  countenance  a  dereliction  of  judiciary  autho- 
rity, for  the  exertion  of  military  force. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  general  sentiment,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, Sir,  to  deliver  my  opinion  relatively  to  the  recent  riots  in 
the  county  of  Allegheny  ;  recapitulating,  in  the  first  place,  the 
actual  state  of  the  information  which  I  have  received. 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  Marshal  of  the  District  having, 
without  molestation,  served  certain  process  that  issued  from 
a  Federal  court  on  various  citizens  who  reside  in  the  county  of 
Fayette,  thought  it  proper  to  prosecute  a  similar  duty  in  the 
county  of  Allegheny,  with  the  assistance  and  in  the  company 
of  General  Neville,  the  Inspector  of  the  Excise  for  the  West 
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ern  District  of  Pennsylvania ;  that  while  thus  accompanied,  he 
suffered  some  insults  and  encountered  some  opposition  ;  that 
considerable  bodies  of  armed  men,  having  at  several  times  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  Gen'l  Neville's  commission  and  pa- 
pers, attacked  and  ultimately  destroyed  his  house  ;  that  these 
Rioters  (of  whom  a  few  were  killed  and  many  wounded)  hav- 
ing taken  the  Marshal  and  others  prisoners,  released  that  offi- 
cer, in  consideration  of  a  promise,  that  he  would  serve  no  more 
process  on  the  western  side  of  the  Allegheny  mountain  ;  that 
under  the  apprehension  of  violence,  Gen'l  Neville,  before  his 
house  was  destroyed,  applied  to  the  Judges  of  Allegheny 
county  for  the  protection  of  his  property,  but  the  Judges  on 
the  17th  day  of  July,  the  day  on  which  his  house  was  de- 
stroyed, declared  that  they  could  not,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, afford  the  protection  that  was  requested,  though  they 
offered  to  institute  prosecutions  against  the  offenders,  and  that 
Gen'l  Neville  and  the  Marshal,  menaced  with  further  outrage 
by  the  Rioters,  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing 
from  the  county.  To  this  outline  of  the  actual  information  re- 
specting the  Riots,  the  stoppage  of  the  mail  may  be  added  as 
matters  of  aggravation,  and  the  proposed  convention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  as  matters  of  alarm. 

Whatever  construction  may  be  given,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  facts  that  have  been  recited,  I  cannot 
hesitate  to  declare,  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  in- 
competency of  the  judiciary  department  of  her  Government 
to  vindicate  the  violated  laws,  has  not  at  this  period  been  made 
sufficiently  apparent,  and  that  the  military  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  not  to  be  employed,  until  its  Judiciary  author 
ity,  after  a  fair  experiment,  has  proved  incompetent  to  enforce 
obedience,  or  to  punish  infractions  of  the  law.  The  law,  hav- 
ing established  a  Tribunal,  and  prescribed  the  mode  for  inves- 
tigating every  charge,  has,  likewise,  attached  to  every  offence 
its  proper  punishment.  If  an  opponent  of  the  Excise  system 
refuses  or  omits  to  perform  the  duty  which  that  system  pre- 
scribes to  him,  in  common  with  his  fellow  citizens,  his  refusal 
or  omission  exposes  him  to  the  penalty  of  the  law ;  but  the 
payment  of  the  penalty  expiates  the  legal  offence.  If  a  Riot 
is  committed  in  the  course  of  a  resistance  to  the  execution  of 
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any  law,  the  Rioters  expose  themselves  to  prosecution  and  pun- 
ishment ;  but  the  sufi'erance  of  their  sentence  extinguishes  their 
crime.  In  either  instance,  however,  if  the  strength  and  au- 
dacity of  a  lawless  combination  shall  baffle  and  destroy  the 
effects  of  the  Judiciary  authority  to  recover  a  penalty  or  to 
inflict  a  punishment,  that  authority  may  constitutionally  claim 
the  auxiliary  intervention  of  a  military  power  ;  but  still  the 
intervention  cannot  commence  till  the  impotency  of  the  judi- 
cial authority  has  been  proved,  by  experiment,  nor  continue 
a  moment  longer  than  the  occasion  for  which  it  was  expressly 
required. 

That  the  laws  of  the  Union  are  the  laws  of  the  State,  is  a 
constitutional  axiom  that  will  never  be  controverted  ;  that  the 
authority  of  the  State  ought  to  be  exerted  in  maintaining  the 
authority  of  the  Union,  is  a  patriotic  position,  which  I  have 
uniformly  inculcated  ;  but,  in  executing  the  laws  or  maintain- 
ing the  authority  of  the  Union,  the  Government  of  Pennsylva- 
nia can  only  employ  the  same  means  by  which  the  more  pecu- 
liarly municipal  laws  and  authority  of  the  State  are  executed 
and  maintained.  Till  the  Riot  was  committed,  no  offence  had 
occurred  which  required  the  aid  of  the  State  Government ; 
when  it  was  committed,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment to  prosecute  the  ofl'enders,  as  for  a  breach  of  the  pub- 
lic peace  and  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  it  the  meas- 
ures shall  be  precisely  what  would  have  been  pursued,  had  the 
Riot  been  unconnected  with  the  system  of  Federal  policy,  all, 
I  presume,  will  be  done,  which  good  faith  and  justice  can  re- 
quire. Had  the  Riot  been  unconnected  with  the  system  of 
Federal  policy,  the  vindication  of  our  laws  would  be  left  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  justice,  and,  only  in  the  last  resort,  at  the 
requisition,  and  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  civil  authority,  would 
the  military  force  of  the  State  be  called  forth. 

Experience  furnishes  the  strongest  inducements  to  my  mind 
for  persevering  in  this  lenient  course.  Riots  have  heretofore 
been  committed  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
the  Rioters  have  invariably  been  punished  by  our  courts  of 
Justice.  In  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in 
opposition  to  the  very  laws  now  opposed,  and  in  the  very 
counties  supposed  to  be  combined  in  the  present  opposition, 
riots  have  likewise  formerly  occured ;  but  in  every  instance 
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supported  by  legal  proof,  the  offenders  have  been  indicted, 
convicted  and  punished  before  the  tribunals  of  the  State. 
This  result  does  not  announce  a  defect  of  jurisdiction — a  want 
of  Judicial  power  or  disposition  to  punish  infractions  of  the 
law— a  necessity  for  an  appeal  from  the  political  to  the  physi- 
cal strength  of  the  nation. 

But  another  principle  of  policy  deserves  some  consideration. 
In  a  Free  country  it  must  ever  be  expedient  to  convince  the 
citizens  of  the  necessity  that  shall  at  any  time  induce  the  Gov- 
ernment to  employ  the  coercive  authority  with  which  it  is  in- 
vested. To  convince  them  that  it  is  necessary  to  call  forth 
the  Military  power  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  laws,  it 
must  be  shewn  that  the  Judicial  power  has  in  vain  attempted 
to  punish  those  who  violate  them  ;  and,  therefore,  thinking  as 
I  do,  that  the  incompetency  of  the  Judicial  power  of  Pennsyl- 
vania has  not  yet  been  suflSciently  ascertained,  I  remarked, 
in  the  course  of  our  late  conference,  that  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  an  easy  task  to  embody  the  Militia  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  (however  a  part  of 
them  may,  for  a  while,  be  deluded)  are  the  friends  of  law  and 
order,  but  when  the  inhabitants  of  one  district  shall  be  required 
to  take  arms  against  the  inhabitants  of  another,  their  general 
character  does  not  authorize  me  to  promise  a  passive  obedi- 
ence to  the  mandates  of  Government,  I  believe  that,  as  Free- 
men, they  would  enquire  into  the  cause  and  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice proposed  to  them,  and  I  believe  that  their  alacrity  in  per- 
forming, as  well  as  in  accepting  it,  would  essentially  depend 
on  their  opinion  of  its  justice  and  necessity. 

Upon  great  political  emergencies  the  effect  of  every  measure 
should  be  deliberately  weighed.  If  it  shall  be  doubted  whether 
saying  that  the  Judiciary  power  is  yet  untried,  is  enough  to 
deter  us  from  the  immediate  use  of  military  force,  an  anticipa- 
tion of  the  probable  consequences  of  that  awful  appeal  will 
perhaps  enable  us  satisfactorily  to  remove  or  overlook  the 
doubt.  Will  not  the  resort  to  force,  inflame  and  cement  the 
existing  opposition  ?  Will  it  not  associate  in  a  common  resis- 
tance, those  who  have  hitherto  peaceably,  as  well  as  those  who 
have  riotously,  expressed  their  abhorence  of  the  Excise  ?  Will 
it  not  collect  and  combine  every  latent  principle  of  discontent 
arising  from  the  supposed  oppressive  operations  of  the  Federal 
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Judiciary,  tlio  obstruction  of  the  Western  Navigation,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  local  sources  ?  May  not  the  magnitude  of  the 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  ill-disposed,  or  the  dissatisfaction 
at  a  premature  resort  to  arms  on  the  part  of  the  well-disposed 
citizens  of  this  State,  eventually  involve  the  necessil}'  of  em- 
ploying the  militia  of  other  States  ?  And  the  accumulation  of 
discontent  which  the  jealousy  engendered  by  that  movepient 
may  produce,  who  can  calculate  or  who  will  be  able  to  avert  ? 
Nor,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  ought  we  to  omit  paying  some 
regard  to  the  ground  for  suspecting  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  already  insidiously  and  unjustly  attempted  to  seduce 
the  citizens  on  our  Western  frontier  from  their  duty,  and  we 
know  that  in  a  moment  of  despei'ation,  or  disgust,  men  maybe 
led  to  accept  that  as  an  asj'lum,  which,  under  difierent  impres- 
sions, they  would  shun  as  a  snare. 

It  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  Sir,  be  presumed,  from  the  ex- 
pression of  these  sentiments,  that  1  am  insensible  to  the  in- 
dignation which  the  late  outrages  ought  to  excite  in  the  mind 
of  a  Magistrate  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws.  My 
object  at  present  is  to  demonstrate  that  on  the  principles  of 
policy  as  well  as  of  law,  it  would  be  improper  in  me  to  employ 
the  military  power  of  the  State  while  its  Judiciary  authority 
is  competent  to  punish  tlie  offenders.  But  should  the  Judi- 
ciary authority  prove  ineflScient,  be  assured  of  the  most  vigor- 
^ous  co-operation  with  the  whole  force  which  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  State  entrust  to  me,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pelling a  due  obedience  to  the  Government;  and  in  that  un- 
fortunate event,  convinced  that  every  other  expedient  has  been 
resorted  to  in  vain,  the  public  opinion  will  sanctify  our  mea- 
sures, and  every  honest  citizen  will  willingly  lend  his  aid  to 
strengthen  and  promote  them.  The  steps  which,  under  my 
instructions  were  taken,  as  soon  as  the  intelligence  respecting 
the  Riots  was  received,  will  clearl3%  indeed,  manifest  the 
sense  which  I  entertain  upon  the  subject.  To  every  Judge, 
Justice,  Sheriff,  Brigade  Inspector,  in  short  to  every  public 
oflScer,  residing  in  the  western  counties,  a  letter  was  addressed 
expressing  my  indignation  and  regret,  and  requiring  an  exer- 
tion of  their  influence  and  authority,  to  suppress  the  tumults, 
and  punish  the  offenders.  The  Attorney  General  of  the  State 
was  likewise  desired  to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  the 
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Riot,  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  Rioters,  and  to  institute  the 
regular  process  of  the  l^w  for  bringing  the  leaders  to  justice. 
In  addition  to  these  preliminary  measures,  I  propose  issuing  a 
Proclamation,  in  order  to  declare  (as  far  as  I  can  declare  them) 
the  sentiments  of  the  Government ;  to  announce  its  determina- 
tion to  prosecute  and  punish  the  offenders,  and  to  exhort  the 
citizens  at  large  to  pursue  a  peaceable  and  patriotic  conduct. 
I  propose  engaging  three  respectable  citizens  to  act  as  com- 
missioners, for  addressing  those  who  have  embarked  in  the 
present  combination,  upon  the  lawless  nature  and  ruinous  ten- 
dency of  their  proceedings ;  for  inculcating  the  necessity  of 
an  immediate  return  to  the  duty  which  they  owe  their  coun- 
try, and  for  promising,  as  far  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is 
concerned,  a  forgiveness  of  their  past  transgressions  upon  re- 
ceiving a  satisfactory  assurance  that  in  future  they  will  sub- 
mit to  the  laws  ;  and  I  propose,  if  all  these  expedients  should 
be  abortive,  to  convene  the  Legislature,  that  the  ultimate 
means  of  subduing  the  spirit  of  insurrection,  and  of  restoring 
tranquillity  and  order,  may  be  prescribed  by  their  wisdom  and 
authority. 

You  will  perceive.  Sir,  that  throughout  my  observations,  I 
have  cautiously  avoided  any  reference  to  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  from  which  the  facts  that  relate  to  the  Riots  are  col- 
lected, or  to  the  conduct  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  may  pursue  on  this  important  occasion.  I  have  hither- 
to, indeed,  only  spoken  as  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, charged  with  a  general  superintendence  and  care 
that  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  be  faithfully  executed, 
leaving  it,  as  I  ought,  implicitly  to  your  judgment,  to  choose, 
on  such  evidence  as  you  approve,  the  measures  for  discharging 
the  analogous  trust  which  is  confided  to  you,  in  relation  to  the 
laws  of  the  Union.  But  before  I  conclude,  it  is  proper,  under 
the  impression  of  my  Federal  obligations,  to  add  a  full  and 
unequivocal  assurance  thatwhatever  requisition  you  may  make, 
whatever  duty  you  may  impose  in  pursuance  of  your  constitu- 
tional and  legal  powers,  will,  on  my  part,  be  promptly  under- 
taken and  faithfully  discharged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  H'ble  Serv., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  JUDGE   M'KEAN   AND    GEN, 
WM.  IRVINE. 


Philadelphia,  6th  August,  1794. 

Gentlemen  : — The  late  Riots  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  re- 
quiring the  particular  attention  of  the  Government,  my  confi- 
dence in  your  wisdom,  patriotism  and  integrity,  has  induced 
me  to  request  that  you  will  undertake  to  act  in  the  character 
of  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  inhabitants 
of  the  western  counties  in  general,  and  especially  those  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  Riots,  upon  the  lawless  nature  and 
dangerous  tendency  of  such  proceedings.  Your  acceptance 
of  this  important  trust,  I  shall  consider  as  a  personal  obliga- 
tion, and,  I  am  persuaded,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  result, 
the  candor  of  the  Legislature,  and  of  all  of  our  Fellow  Citi- 
zens, will  do  justice  to  the  motives  by  which  we  are  actuated 
on  the  occasion. 

The  conduct  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  pursue,  and  the 
topics  which  it  will  be  proper  to  discuss,  are  generally  sub- 
mitted to  your  discretion ;  but,  permit  me  to  express  a  wish, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  exert  yourselves,  in  developing  the 
folly  of  a  riotous  opposition  to  those  Governments  and  laws, 
which  were  made  by  the  spontaneous  authority  of  the  people, 
and  which  by  the  same  legitimate  authority  may,  in  a  peacea- 
ble and  orderly  course,  be  amended  or  repealed.  In  explaining 
how  incompatible  it  is  with  the  principles  of  a  Republican 
Government,  how  dangerous  it  is  in  point  of  precedent,  that  a 
minority  should  attempt  to  control  the  majority,  or  a  part  un- 
dertake to  prescribe  t5  the  whole  ;  in  demonstrating  the  pain- 
ful but  indispensable  obligation  imposed  upon  the  officers  of 
the  Government,  to  employ  the  public  force  for  the  purpose  of 
subduing  and  punishing  such  proceedings  ;  and  in  exhorting 
the  deluded  Rioters  to  return  to  that  duty,  a  longer  deviation 
from  which  must  be  destructive  of  their  own  happiness,  as 
well  as  injurious  to  the  reputation  and  prosperity  of  their  coun- 
try. Should  these  exertions  produce,  in  your  opinion,  a  satis- 
factory assurance  of  future  submission  to  the  laws,  you  have 
my  authority,  as  far  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  concerned, 
to  promise  an  Act  of  pardon  and  oblivion  for  the  past. 
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While  performing  the  trust  which  is  assigned  to  you,  I  am 
persuaded,  Gentlemen,  that  you  will  receive  the  aid  of  every 
enlightened  and  meritorious  citizen  ;  and  that,  on  your  part, 
you  will  cheerfully  promote  the  views  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, by  which,  I  am  informed,  a  similar  commission  has  been 
issued.  I  have  only,  therefore,  to  add  a  request,  that  you  will 
proceed  with  as  much  expedition  as  you  conveniently  can,  and 
that  you  will  report,  at  large,  all  the  information,  which  your 
enquiries  shall  enable  you  to  collect,  relatively  to  the  interest- 
ing object  of  your  appointment. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Most  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant,  • 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Thomas  M'Keax,   Esq'r.,   LL.   D.,   Chief  Justice  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Maj.  Gen'l  William  Irvine. 


DAVID  BRADFORD*   TO   THE  INHABITANTS   OF  MO- 
NONGAHELA,  VIRGINIA. 


Washington,  Aug.  6,  179J. 
Gentlemen  : — I  presume  you  have  heard  of  the  spirited  op- 
position given  to  the  excise  law  in  this  State.     Matters  have 

*  David  BRADFOBD,Ja  native  of  Maryland,  was  a  prominent  lawyer 
of  Washington  county,  extensively  known  and  wielded  an  immense  in 
fluence.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1782,  and  the  year  a*"ter  was 
appointed  District  Attorney  General.  He  was  one  of  the  commission- 
ers for  the  laying  out  and  sale  of  Jots  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  now  Beaver, 
in  1792-3,  and  from  his  correspondence  seems  to  have  been  a  person  of 
great  influence  with  the  State  authorities.  At  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  he  wasja  zealous  J'ederalist.  When  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  four  western  counties  met  at  Pittsburgh,  September  7,  179J, 
Mr.  Bradford  was  one  of  the  three  representatives  from  Washington 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  Committee  calling  the  people  to  rendez- 
vous at  Braddock's  Field,  August  1,  1794.  There,  so  great  was  his 
popularity  and  eloquence,  he  was  unanimously  elected  the  Major  Gen- 
eral to  command  the  forces.  When  Government  issued  the  am- 
nesty proclamation,  all  the  citizens  were  included  except  Bradford. 
No  pardon  was  to  be  extended  to  him.  He  fled  to  Bayou  Sara,  in 
Louisiana  Territorj-,  'then  in  possession  of  spain,  and  died  there. 
While  a  resident  of  Washington  he  was  courtsd  for  his  genial  man- 
ners and  warm-hearted  disposition.  He  erected  the  first  stone  house 
at  the  county  town,  which  is  yet  standing. 
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been  so  brought  to  pass  here,  that  all  are  under  the  necessity 
of  bringing  their  minds  to  a  final  conclusion.  This  has  been 
the  question  amongst  us  some  days  :  Shall  we  disapprove  of 
the  conduct  of  those  engaged  against  Neville  the  excise  officer 
or  approve  ?  Or  in  other  words,  shall  we  suffer  them  to  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  Federal  prosecution,  or  shall  we  support  them  ? 
On  the  result  of  this  business  we  have  fully  deliberated  and 
have  determined  witli  head,  heart,  hand  and  voice  that  we  will 
support  the  opposition  to  the  excise  law.  The  crisis  is  now 
come,  submission  or  opposition.  We  are  determined  in  the  op~ 
position.  We  are  determined  in  future  to  act  agreeably  to  sys- 
tem, to  form  arrangements,  guided  by  reason,  prudence,  forti- 
tude and  spirited  conduct.  We  have  proposed  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  four  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  have  invited  our 
brethern  in  the  neighboring  counties  in  Virginia  to  come  for- 
ward and  join  us  in  council  and  deliberation  on  this  important 
crisis,  and  conclude  upon  measures  interesting  to  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  A  notification  of  this 
kind  may  be  seen  in  the  Pittsburgh  paper.  Parkinson's  Ferry 
is  the  place  proposed,  as  most  central,  and  the  14th  of  August 
the  time.  We  solicit  you  (by  all  the  ties  that  an  union  of  in- 
terest can  suggest  (to  come  forward  to  join  with  us  in  our  de- 
liberations. The  cause  is  common  to  us  all ;  we  invite  you  to 
come,  even  should  you  differ  with  us  in  opinion  ;  we  wish  you 
to  hear  our  reasons  influencing  our  conduct. 
Yours  with  esteem, 

DAVID  BRADFORD. 


SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Department  of  State,  Aug't  *lth,  1794. 

Sir  : — The  President  of  the  United  States  has  directed  me  to 
acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  and 
to  communicate  to  you  the  following  reply  : 

In  requesting  an  interview  with  you,  on  the  subject  of  the 
recent  disturbances  in  the  western  parts  of  Peansylvania,  the 
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Presiderit,  besides  the  desire  of. manifesting  a  respectful  atten- 
tion to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  State  immediately  aflected, 
was  influenced  by  the  hope  that  a  free  conference,  guided  by 
a  united  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  Constitutions  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  respective  insti- 
tutions, authorities,  rights  and  duties  of  the  two  Governments, 
would  have  assisted  h;m  in  forming  more  precipe  Ideas  of  the 
nature  of  the  co-operation,  which  could  be  established  between 
them,  and  a  better  judgment  of  the  plan,  which  it  might  be 
advisable  for  him  to  pursue,  in  the  execution  of  his  trusl:  in  so 
important  and  delicate  a  conjuncture.     This  having  been  his 
object,  it  is  matter  of  some  regret,  that  the  course,  which  has 
been  suggested  by  you,  as  proper  to  be  pursued,  seems  to  have 
contemplated  Pennsylvania  in  a  light  too  separate  and  uncon- 
nected.    The  propriety  of  that  course,  in  most,  if  not  in  all  re- 
spects, would  be  susceptible  of  little  question  ;  if  there  were 
no  Federal  Government,  Federal  Laws',  Federal  Judiciary,  or 
Federal  Officers,  if  important  laws  of  the  United  States,  Vy  a 
series  of  violent,  as  well  as  of  artful  expedients,  had  not'  been 
frustrated  in  their  execution  for  more  than  three  years— if  offi- 
cers immediately  charged  with  that  execution,  after  suffering 
much  and  repeated  insult,  abuse,  personal  ill  treatment,  and 
the  destruction  of  property,  had  not  been  compelled  for  safety 
to  fly  the  places  of  their  residence,  and  the  scenes  of  their  offi- 
cial duties,  if  the  service  of  the  processes  of  a  court  of  the 
United  States,  had  not  been  resisted,  the  marshal  of  the  Dis- 
trict made  and  detained  for  some  time  prisoner  and  compelled 
for  safety  also  to  abandon  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  re- 
turn by  a  circuitous  route  to  the  Seat  of  Government ;  if,  in  fine, 
a  judge  of  the  United  States  had  not,  in  due  form  of  law,  noti- 
fied to  the  President,  "that  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Allegheny,  in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of  the  United  States  are  op- 
posed, and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  by  combinations 
too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judi- 
cial proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshal  of 
that  District."     It  is  true,  your  Excellency  has  remarked  that 
in  the  plan  suggested,  you  have  only  spoken  as  the  Executive 
magistrate  of  Pennsylvania,  charged  with  a  general  superin- 
tendence and  care,  that  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  be  fully 
executed,  leaving  it  implicitly  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Presi- 
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dent  to  choose,  on  such  evidence  as  he  approves,  the  measures 
for  discharging  the  analagous  trust,  which  is  confided  to 
him  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  the  Union.  But  it  is  impossible 
not  to  think  that  the  current  of  the  observations  in  your  letter, 
especially  as  to  the  consequences  which  may  result  from  the 
employment  of  coercive  measures  previous  to  the  preliminary 
course  which  is  indicated  in  it,  may  be,  construed  to  imply  a 
virtual  disapprobation  of  that  plan  of  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government  in  the  actual  stage  of  its  affairs, 
which  you  acknowledge  would  be  proper  on  the  part  of  the 
government  of  Pennsylvania,  if  arrived  at  a  similar  stage.  Let 
it  be  assumed  here  (to  be  more  particularly  shewn  hereafter) 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  now  at  that  point, 
where  it  is  admitted,  if  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  was, 
the  employment  offeree,  by  its  authority,  would  be  justifiable, 
and  let  the  following  extracts  be  consulted  for  the  truth  of  the 
inference  which  has  been  just  expressed  :  "  Will  not  the  re- 
sort to  force,  inflame  and  -cement  the  existing  opposition  ? 
Will  it  not  associate  in  a  common  resistance  those  who  have 
hitherto  peaceably,  as  well  as  those  who  have  riotously  ex- 
pressed their  abhorrence  of  the  Excise  ?  Will  it  not  collect 
and  combine  every  latent  principle  of  discontent,  arising  from 
the  supposed  oppressive  operations  of  the  Federal  Judiciary, 
the  obstruction  of  the  western  navigation  and  a  variety  of 
other  local  sources  ?  May  not  the  magnitude  of  the  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  ill  disposed,  or  the  dissatisfaction  of  a 
premature  resort  to  arms,  on  the  part  of  the  well  disposed  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  eventually  involve  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing the  Militia  of  other  States  ?  And  the  accumulation  of  dis- 
content, which  the  jealousy  engendered  by  that  movement 
may  produce,  who  can  calculate,  or  who  will  be  able  to 
avert?" 

These  important  questions  naturally  give  birth  to  the  follow- 
ing serious  reflections.  The  issues  of  human  afi'airs  are  in  the 
hand  of  Providence.  Those  entrusted  with  them  in  society 
have  no  other  sure  guide  than  the  sincere  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgments. 
In  emergencies  great  and  diificult,  not  to  act  with  an  energy 
proportioned  to  their  magnitude  and  pressure,  it  is  as  dangerous 
as  any  other  conceivable  course.     In  the  present  case,  not  to 
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exert  the  means,  which  the  lawfe  prescribe  for  effectuating 
their  own  execution,  would  be  to  sacrifice  those  laws  and  with 
them  the  Constitution,  the  Government,  the  principles  of  social 
order,  and  the  bulwarks  of  private  right  and  security.  What 
worse  can  happen  from  the  exertion  of  those  means. 

If,  as  cannot  be  doubted,  the  great  Body  of  the  Citizens  of 
the  United  States  are  attached  to  the  Constitution,  which  they 
have  establisiied  for  the  management  of  their  common  con- 
cerns, if  they  are  resolved  to  support  their  own  authority  in 
that  of  the  constitutional  Laws,  against  disorderly  and  violent 
combinations  of  comparatively  small  portions  of  the  commun- 
ity— if  they  are  determined  to  protect  each  other  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  security  to  person  and  property — if  they  are  decided 
to  preserve  the  character  of  republican  Government,  by  evinc- 
ing that  it  has  adequate  resources  for  maintaining  the  public 
order — if  they  are  persuaded  that  their  safety  and  their  welfare 
are  materially  connected  with  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
and  consequently  of  a  Government  adequate  to  its  exigencies  ; 
in  fine,  if  they  are  disposed  to  continue  that  State  of  respecta- 
bility and  prosperity,  which  is  now  deservedly  the  admiration 
of  mankind — the  Enterprise  to  be  accomplished,  should  a  re- 
sort to  force  prove  inevitable,  though  disagreeable  and  pain- 
ful, cannot  be  arduous  or  alarming. 

If  in  addition  to  these  dispositions  in  the  communitj'  at  large, 
the  officers  of  the  Governments  of  the  respective  States,  feel- 
ing it  to  be  not  only  a  patriotic,  but  a  constitutional  duty  (in- 
culcated by  the  oath  enjoined  upon  all  the  officers  of  a  State, 
legislative,  Executive  &  Judicial)  to  support  in  their  several 
stations  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — shall  be  dis- 
posed as  occasion  may  require  (a  thing  as  little  to  be  doubted 
as  the  former)  with  sincerity  and  good  faith  to  co-operate  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  second  with  all  their 
influence  and  weight  its  legal  and  necessary  measures  by  a 
real  and  substantial  concert ;  then  the  enterprise  to  be  accom- 
plished can  hardly  ever  be  deemed  difficult. 

But  if  contrary  to  the  anticipations  which  are  entertained  of 
these  favorable  dispositions,  the  great  Body  of  the  people 
should  be  found  indifferent  to  the  preservation  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union,  or  insensible  to  the  necessity  of  vigorous 
exertions  to  repel  the  danger  which  threatens  their  most  im- 
8— Vol.  IV. 
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portant  interests,  or  if  au  unwillingness  to  encounter  partial 
inconveniences  should  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  what 
they  owe  to  their  permanent  welfare,  or  if  either  yielding  to 
the  suggestions  of  particular  prejudices,  or  misled  by  the  arts 
which  may  be  employed  to  infuse  jealousy  and  discontent, 
they  should  sufl'er  their  zeal  for  the  support  of  public  order  to 
be  relaxed  by  an  unfavorable  opinion  (/f  the  merits  and  ten- 
dency of  the  measures  which  may  bo  adopted,  if  above  all,  it 
were  possible,  that  any  of  the  State  Governments  should,  in- 
stead of  prompting  the  exertions  of  the  Citizens,  assist  directly 
or  indirectly  in  damping  their  ardor,  by  giving  a  wrong  biass 
to  their  judgment  or  by  disseminating  dissatisfaction  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Government,  or  should  counteract 
the  success  of  those  proceedings  by  any  sinister  influence 
whatever,  then,  indeed,  no  one  can  calculate,  or  may  be  able  to 
avert,  the  fatal  evils  with  which  such  a  state  of  things  would 
be  pregnant.  Then,  indeed,  the  foundations  of  our  political 
happiness  may  be  deeply  shaken,  if  not  altogether  overturned. 

The  President,  however,  can  suppose  none  of  these  things. 
He  cherishes  an  unqualified  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  good 
sense  of  the  people,  in  the  integrity  and  patriotism  of  the  oflS- 
cers  of  the  State  Governments,  and  ho  counts  absolutely  on 
the  same  affectionate  support  which  he  has  experienced  upon 
all  former  occasions,  and  which  he  is  conscious  that  the  good- 
ness of  his  intentions  now,  not  less  than  heretofore,  merits. 

It  has  been  promised  to  shew  more  particularly  hereafter 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  now  at  that  point 
where  it  is  confessed  if  the  State  Government  was,  the  em- 
ployment of  force  on  its  part  would  be  justifiable.  This  promise 
remains  to  be  fulfilled. 

The  facts  already  noted  establish  the  conclusion,  but  to  ren. 
der  it  palpable,  it  will  be  of  use  to  apply  them  to  the  positions 
which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  lay  down. 

You  admit  that  as  the  offences  committed  respect  the  State, 
the  military  power  of  the  Government  ought  to  be  employed 
where  its  judiciary  authority,  after  a  fair  experiment,  had 
proved  incompetent  to  enforce  obedience  or  to  punish  infrac- 
tions of  the  law,  that  if  the  strength  and  audacity. of  a  lawless 
combination  ehall  baffle  and  destroy  the  efforts  of  the  judici- 
ary authority,  to  recover  a  penalty  or  inflict  a  punishment  that 
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authority  may  constitutionally  claim  the  auxiliary  intervention 
of  the  military  power  ;  that  in  the  last  resort,  at  the  requisi- 
tion, and  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  Civil  authority  the  military 
force  of  the  State  would  be  called  forth.  And  you  declare 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  evidently  require  a  firm  and 
energetic  conduct  on  the  part  both  of  the  State  and  General 
Government. 

For  more  than  three  years,  as  already  observed,  certain  laws 
of  the  United  States  have  been  obstructed  in  tlieir  execution 
by  disorderly  combinations.    Not  only  officers,  whose  immedi- 
ate duty  it  was  to  carry  them  into  eilect,  have  sufiferfid  violent 
personal  outrage  and  injury,  and  destruction  of  property,    at 
different  times,  but  similar  persecution  has  been  extended  to 
private  citizens  who  have  aided,  countenanced  or  only  com- 
plied with  the  laws.     The  violences  committed  have  been  so 
frequent  and  such  in  their  degree  as  to   have  been  matters  of 
general  notoriety  and  alarm,  and  it  may  be  added  that  they 
have  been  abundantly  within  the  knowledge  and  under  the 
notice  of  the  Judges  and  Marshals  of  Pennsylvania  of  supe- 
rior as  well  as  of  inferior  jurisdiction.    If  in  particular  instances 
they  have  been  punished  by  the  exertions  of  the   magistrates, 
it  is  at  least  certain,  that  their  efforts  have  been  in  the  inain 
ineffectual.     The  spirit  has  continued  and,  with  some  intervals 
of  relaxation,  has  been  progressive,  manifesting  itself  in  re-it- 
erated excesses.     The  judiciary  authority  of  the  United  States 
has  also,  prior  to  the  attempt  which  preceded  the  late  crisis, 
made  some  fruitles  efforts.    Under  a  former  Marshal,  an  officer 
sent  to  execute  process  was  deterred  from  it  by  the  manifest 
danger  of  proceeding.     These  particulars  serve  to  explain  the 
extent,  obstinacy  and  inveteracy  of  the  evil. 

But  the  facts  which  immediately  decide  the  complection  of 
the  existing  crisis  are  these.  Numerous  delinquencies  existed 
with  regard  to  a  compliance  with  the  laws  laying  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and  upon  Stills.  An 
armed  Banditti,  in  disguise,  had  recently  gone  to  the  house  o 
an  officer  of  the  Revenue,  in  the  night,  attacked  it,  broken  open 
the  doors,  and  by  menaces  of  instant  death  enforced  by  pistols 
presented  at  him,  had  compelled  a  surrender  of  his  Commis- 
sion and  books  of  office.  Cotemporary  acts  of  violence  had 
been  perpetrated  in  other  quarters.     Processes  issued  out  of  a 
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court  of  the  United  States  to  recover  the  penalties  incident  to 
non-compliance  with  the  laws,  and  to  bring  to  punishment  the 
violent  infractors  of  them,  in  the  above  mentioned  case,  against 
two  of  whom  indictments  had  been  found.  The  marshal  of 
the  District  went  in  person  to  execute  these  processes.  In  the 
course  of  his  duty  he  was  actually  fired  upon  on  the  high  road 
by  a  body  of  armed  men.  Shortly  after,  other  bodies  of  armed 
men  (in  the  last  instance  amounting  to  several  hundred  per- 
sons) repeatedly  attacked  the  house  of  the  Inspector  of  the 
Revenue  with  the  declared  intention  of  compelling  him  to  re- 
nounce his  OfSce  and  of  obstructing  the  execution  of  the  laws. 
One  of  these  Bodies  of  armed  men  made  prisoner  of  the  Marshal 
of  the  District,  put  him  in  jeopardy  of  his  life  and  did  not  re- 
lease him  till,  for  safety  and  to  obtain  his  liberty,  he  engaged 
to  forbear  the  further  execution  of  the  processes  with  which 
he  was  charged.  In  consequence  of  further  requisitions  and 
menaces  of  the  insurgents,  the  Marshal,  together  with  the 
Inspector  of  the  Revenue,  have  been  since  under  the  necessity 
of  flying  secretly  and  by  a  circuitous  route  from  the  scene  of 
these  transactions  towards  the  Seat  of  Government. 

An  associate  Justice,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws 
for  that  purpose,  has  in  the  manner  already  stated  oflScially 
notified  the  President  of  the  existence  of  combinations  in  two 
of  the  counties  of  this  State  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  the 
Laws,  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  Judiciary  xYuthori- 
ty  or  by  the  Powers  of  the  Marshal. 

Thus  then,  is  it  unequivocally  and  in  due  form,  ascertained 
in  reference  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  That 
the  Judiciary  authority,  after  a  fair  and  full  experiment,  has 
proved  incompetent  to  inforce  obedience  to,  or  to  punish  in- 
fractions of  the  laws,. that  the  strength  and  audacity  of  cer- 
tain lawless  combinations  have  baffled  and  destroyed  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Judiciary  authority  to  recover  penalties  or  inflict 
punishment,  and  that  this  authority,  b}'  a  regular  notification 
of  this  state  of  things,  has  in  the  last  resort,  as  an  auxiliary  of 
the  civil  authority,  claimed  the  intervention  of  the  Military 
Power  of  the  United  States.  It  results  from  these  facts,  that 
the  case  exists  when,  according  to  the  positions  advanced  by 
your  Excellency  in  reference  to  the  State  Government,  the 
military  power  may,  -n-ith  due  regard  to  all  the  requisite  cau- 
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tions,  be  rightfully  interposed.  And  that  the  interposition  of 
this  power  is  called  for,  not  only  by  princijDles  of  a  firm  and 
energetic  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government,  but 
by  the  indispensable  duty,  which  the  Constitution  and  the 
Laws  prescribe  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  conclusion,  j'our  Excellency's  discernment,  on  ma- 
ture reflection  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  fail  to  acquiesce,  nor  can 
it  refuse  its  concurrence  in  the  Opinion  which  the  President  en- 
tertains, that  he  maj'  reasonably  expect  when  called  for,  the 
zealous  co-operation  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvanii,  that  as 
citizens,  friends  to  law  and  order,  they  may  comply  with  the 
call  without  anything  that  can  be  properly  denominated  "a 
passive  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  Government,"  and  that 
as  freemen,  judging  rightly  of  the  cause  and  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice proposed  to  them,  they  will  feel  themselves  under  the 
most  sacred  of  obligations  to  accept  and  to  perform  it  withs 
alacrity.  The  theory  of  our  political  institutions  knows  no 
difference  betw€en  the  obligations  of  our  citizens  in  such  a 
case,  whether  it  relate  to  the  Government  of  the  Union  or  of  a 
Stite,  and  it  is  hoped  and  confided  that  a  difference  will  be  as 
little  known  to  their  affections  or  opinions. 

Your  Excellency,  it  is  also  presumed,  will  as  little  doubt, 
on  the  like  mature  reflection,  that  in  such  a  case,  the  President 
could  not,  without  an  abdication  of  the  undoubted  rights  and 
authorities  of  the  United  States  and  of  his  Duty,  postpone  the 
measures  for  w^lch  the  laws  of  the  United  States  provide,  to 
a  previous  experiment  of  the  plan  which  is  delineated  in  3'our 
letter. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  established  a  Govern^ 
ment  for  the  management  of  their  general  interests.  They 
have  instituted  Executive  Organs  for  administering  that  gov- 
ernment, and  their  Representatives  have  established  the  rules 
by  which  those  organs  are  to  act,  when  their  authority  in  that 
of  their  government  is  attacked  by  lawless  combinations  of  the 
citizens  of  part  of  a  State,  they  could  never  be  expected  to 
approve  that  the  care  of  vindicating  their  authority,  of  enforc- 
ing their  laws,  should  be  transferred  from  the  officers  of  their 
own  government  to  those  of  a  State,  and  this,  to  wait  the  issue 
of  a  process  so  undeterminate  in  its  duration,  as  that  which  it 
is  proposed  to  pursue  ;  comprehending  a  further  and  full  ex 
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periment  of  the  Judiciary  authority  of  the  State,  a  proclama- 
tion "to  declare  the  sentiments  of  its  Government,  announce  a 
determination  to  prosecute  and  punish  offenders,  and  to  ex- 
hort the  citizens  at  large  to  pursue  a  peaceable  and  patriotic 
conduct;"  t!ie  sending  of  (Jomniissioners  ''to  address  those 
who  have  embarked  in  the  present  combinations,  upon  the 
lawless  nature  and  ruinous  tendency  of  their  proceedings,  to 
ijiculcate  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  return  to  the  Duty 
which  they  owe  their  country,  and  to  promise,  as  far  as  the 
State  is  concerned,  forgiveness  of  their  past  transactions,  upon 
receiving  a  satisfactory  assurance,  that  in  future,  they  will 
submit  to  the  laws;"  and  finally,  a  call  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  "that  the  ultimate  means  of  subduing  the 
Spirit  of  Insurrection  and  of  restoring  tranquility  and  order 
may  be  prescribed  by  their  wisdom  and  authority." 

If  there  were  no  other  objection  to  a  transfer  of  this  kind, 
the  very  important  difference  which  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the 
nature  and  consequences  of  the  offences  that  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  contemplation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  of  those  of  Pennsylvania,  would  alone  be  a  very  serious 
obstacle. 

The  paramount  considerations,  which  forbid  an  acquiescence 
in  this  course  of  proceeding,  render  it  unnecessary  to  discuss 
the  probability  of  its  success,  else  it  might  have  been  proper 
to  test  the  considerations,  which  have  been  mentioned  as  a 
ground  of  hope,  by  the  inquiry,  what  was  the  precise  extent 
of  the  success  of  past  experiments,  and  especially,  whether 
the  execution  of  the  Revenue  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  within 
the  scene  in  questioi^,  was  truly  and  eSectually  accomplished 
by  them,  or  whether  they  did  not  rather  terminate  in  a  tacit 
compromise,  by  which  appearances  only  were  saved. 

You  are  already.  Sir,  advised  that  the  President,  yielding  to 
the  impressions  which  have  been  stated,  has  determined  to 
take  measures  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  and  that  these 
measures  contemplate  the  assembling  a  Body  of  between 
twelve  and  thirteen  thousand  men,  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
neighboring  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland  and  New  Jersey. 
The  recourse  thus  early  to  the  militia  of  the  neighboring  States 
proceeds  from  a  probability  of  the  insufficiency  of  that  of  Penn- 
sylvania alon?,  to  accomplish  the  object,  your  Excellency  hav- 
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ing  in  your  conference  with  the  President,  confirmed  the  con- 
clusion, which  was  deducible  from  the  known  local  and  other 
circumstances  of  the  State,  by  the  frank  and  express  declara- 
tion which  you  made  of  your  conviction  of  that  insuflSciency, 
in  reference  to  the  number  which  could  be  ezpccted  to  be 
drawn  forth  for  the  purpose. 

But  while  the  President  has  conceived  himself  to  be  under 
an  indispensable  obligation  to  prepare  for  that  eventual  resort, 
he  has  still  consulted  the  sentiment  of  regret  which  he  ex- 
pressed to  you,  at  the  possible  necessity  of  an  appeal  to  arms, 
and  to  avert  it,  if  practicable,  as  well  as  to  manifest  his  atten- 
tion to  the  principle,  that  "a  firm  and  energetic  conduct  does 
not  preclude  the  exercise  of  a  prudent  and  humane  policy,"  he 
has  (as  you  have  been  also  advised)  concluded  upon  the  meas- 
ure of  sending,  himself,  Commissioners  to  the  discontented 
counties,  to  make  one  more  experiment  of  a  conciliatory  ap- 
peal to  the  reason,  virtue  and  patriotism  of  their  inhabitants, 
and  has  also  signified  to  you  how  agreeable  would  be  to  him, 
your  co-operation  in  the  same  expedient,  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  afford.  It  can  scarcely  be  requisite  to  add,  that 
there  is  nothing  he  has  more  at  heart,  than  that  the  issue  of 
this  experiment,  by  establishing  the  authority  of  the  laws, 
may  preclude  the  always  calamitous  necessity  of  an  appeal  to 
arms.  It  would  plant  a  Thorn  in  the  remainder  of  his  path 
through  life  to  have  been  obliged  to  employ  force  against  fel- 
low citizens,  for  giving  solidity  and  permanency  to  blessings, 
which  it  has  been  his  greatest  happiness  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  procuring  for  a  much  loved  country. 

The  President  receives  with  much  pleasure  the  assurance 
you  have  repeated  to  him,  that  whatever  requisition  he  may 
make,  whatever  duty  he  may  impose,  in  pursuance  of  his  con- 
stitutional and  legal  powers,  will  on  your  part  be  promptly 
undertaken  and  faithfully  discharged  ;  and  acknowledging,  as 
an  earnest  of  this  and  even  more,  the  measures  of  co-operation 
which  you  are  pursuing,  he  assures  you  in  return  that  he  relies 
fully  on  the  most  cordial  aid  and  support  from  you  in  every 
way,  which  the  Constitutions  of  the  United  States  &  of  Penn- 
sylvania shall  authorize  and  present  or  future  exigencies  may 
require. 
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And  he  requests  that  you  will  construe,  with  a  reference  to 
this  assurance  of  his  Confidence,  whatever  remarks  may  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  this  reply  to  your  letter  ;  if  it  shall 
have  happened  that  any  of  them  have  erred  through  a  miscon- 
ception of  the  sentiments  and  views  which  you  may  have 
meant  to  communicate. 

With  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  serv., 

ED'V\^  RANDOLPH, 
Secretary  of  Stale. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Mifflin. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


War  Department,  August  1th  1794. 

Sir  : — The  President  of  the  United  States,  after  the  most 
solemn  deliberation,  has  deemed  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
issue  the  proclamation  herein  enclosed,  and  to  take  other  legal 
measures  for  causing  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  duly 
observed  in  the  western  parts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ac- 
cording to  the  purport  of  the  said  proclamation. 

In  pursuance  of  this  determination,  he  has  directed  me  to 
request  your  Excellency  forthwith  to  issue  your  orders  for  or- 
ganizing and  holding  in  readiness  to  march,  at  a  moment's 
warning,  a  Corps  of  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania,  amounting  to 
Five  thousand  two  hundred  non-commissioned  oflBcers  and 
privates,  with  a  due  proportion  of  commissioned  officers,  ac- 
cording to  my  letter  of  the  19  May  last,  armed  and  equipped 
as  completely  as  possible,  with  the  articles  in  possession  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  the  Individuals  who  shall  com- 
pose the  Corps. 

If,  however,  it  should  be  impracticable  to  arm  and  equip 
completely  the  said  Corps,  the  deficiency  will  be  furnished  by 
the  United  States,  on  information  thereof  being  transmitted  to 
this  ofiicc — as  will,  also,  tents,  camp  kettles  and  other  articles> 
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of  Carap  Equipage,  and  Musket  Cartridges,  Artillery,  and  the 
Ammunition  and  apparatus  thereunto  belonging. 

It  is  desired  that  the  Corps  should  consist  of  Four  thousand 
five  hundred  Infantry,  Five  hundred  Cavalry  and  Two  hundred 
Artillery.  This  is  mentioned  as  a  general  idea,  but  your  Ex- 
cellency will  regulate  its  composition  according  to  the  facility 
with  which  troops  of  different  descriptions  may  be  obtained. 

As  soon  as  this  Corps  shall  be  in  readiness,  your  Excellency 
will  please  to  notify  the  same  to  this  office.  The  time  and 
place  of  rendezvous  will  be  hereafter  designated.  The  Presi- 
dent defers  naming  them  at  present,  and  until  the  effect  of  cer- 
tain pacific  measures,  which  he  is  about  trying  with  the  de- 
luded insurgents,  shall  be  known. 

An  arrangement  for  furnishing  rations  and  other  necessary 
supplies  will  be  hereafter  notified. 

The  force  to  be  called  out  will  be  according  to  the  following 
Schedule  ; 

Infantry.     Cavalry.    Artillery. 

New  Jersey 1,500  600  100 

Pennsylvania 4,500  500  200 

Maryland 2,000  200   '        150 

Virginia 3 ,000  300  


11,000       1,500  450        12,950 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  Servant, 

n.  KNOX, 

Ssc'y  of  War, 
His.  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


By  Authority,  By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  Combinations  to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  laws 
laying  duties  upon  Spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States 
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and  upon  Stills,  have  from  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
those  laws  existed  in  some  of  the  Western  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania : 

And  whereas,  The  eaid  combinations  proceeding  in  the  man- 
ner subversive  equally  of  the  just  authority  of  government, 
and  of  the  rights  of  individuals,  have  hitherto  efiected  their 
dangerous  and  criminal  purpose,  by  the  influence  of  certain  ir- 
regular meetings,  whose  proceedings  have  tended  to  encourage 
and  uphold  the  spirit  of  opposition,  by  misrepresentations  of 
the  laws,  calculated  to  render  them  odious  by  endeavours  to 
deter  those  who  might  be  so  disposed  from  accepting  offices 
under  them,  through  fear  of  public  resentment  and  of  injury 
to  person  and  property  ;  and  to  compel  those  who  had  accepted 
such  offices,  by  actual  violence,  to  surrender  or  to  forbear  the 
execution  of  them,  by  circulating  vindictive  menaces  against 
all  those  who  should  otherwise  directly  or  indirectly  aid  in  the 
execution  of  the  said  laws,  or  who  yielding  to  the  dictates  of 
conscience  and  to  a  sense  of  obligation  should  themselves 
comply  therewith,  by  actually  injuring  and  destroying  the 
property  of  persons^  who  were  understood  to  have  so  complied, 
by  inflicting  cruel  and  humiliating  punishments  upon  private 
citizens  for  no  other  cause  than  that  of  appearing  to  be  the 
friends  of  the  laws,  by  intercepting  the  public  officers  on  the 
highways,  abusing,  assaulting  and  otherwise  jU-treating  them, 
by  going  to  their  houses  in  the  night,  gaining  admittance  by 
force,  taking  away  their  papers  and  committing  outrages  ;  em- 
ploying for  these  unwarrantable  purposes  the  agency  of  armed 
banditti,  disguised  in  such  manner,  as  for  the  most  part  to 
€scape  discovery  : 

And  whereas,  The  endeavours  of  the  Legislature  to  obviate 
objections  to  the  said  laws  by  lowering  the  duties  and  by  other 
alterations  conducive  to  the  convenience  of  those  whom  they 
immediately  effect,  (though  they  have  given  satisfaction  in 
other  quarters,)  and  the  endeavours  of  the  Executive  Officers 
to  conci\iate  a  compliance  with  the  laws,  by  explanations,  by 
forbearance,  and  even  by  particular  accommodations  founded 
on  the  suggestion  of  local  considerations,  have  been  disap- 
pointed of  their  eflect  by  the  machinations  of  persons  whose 
industry  to  excite  resistance  has  encreased  with  every  appear- 
ance of  a  disposition  among  the  people  to  relax  in  their  oppo- 
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sition  and  to  acquiesce  in  the  laws,  insomuch  that  many  per- 
sons in  the  said  Western  parts  of  Pennsylvania  have  at 
length  been  hardy  enough  to  perpetrate  acts,  which .  I 
am  advised,  amount  to  treason,  being  overt  acts  of  levying 
war  against  the  United  States  ;  the  said  persons  having  on  the 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  of  July  last  past,  proceeded  in  arms 
on  the  second  day,  amounting  to  several  hundred,  to  the  House 
of  John  Neville,  Inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  fourth  sur- 
vey of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  having  repeatedly  attacked 
the  said  House  with  the  persons  therein,  wounding  some  of 
them  ;  having  seized  David  Lenox,  Marshal  of  the  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  previous  thereto  had  been  fired  upon  while 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty  by  a  party  of  armed  men,  detain- 
ing him  for  some  time  prisoner,  till,  for  the  preservation  of  his 
life  and  the  obtaining  of  his  liberty,  he  found  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  stipulations  to  forbear  the  execution  of  certain  offi- 
cial duties  touching  processes  issuing  out  of  a  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  having  finally  obliged  the  said  inspector  of 
the  revenue  and  the  said  Marshal  from  considerations  of  per- 
sonal safety  to  fly  from  that  part  of  the  County,  in  order  by  a 
circuitous  route  to  proceed  to  the  seat  of  Government,  avow- 
ing as  the  motives  of  these  outrageous  proceedings,  an  intention 
to  prevent,  by  force  of  arms,  the  execution  of  the  said  laws, 
to  oblige  the  said  inspector  of  the  revenue  to  renounce  his 
said  oflBce,  to  withstand  by  open  violence  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  compel  thereby  an  alteration  in 
the  measures  of  the  Ligislature  and  a  repeal  of  the  laws  afore- 
said : 

And  whereas,  By  a  law  of  the  United  States,  intitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel  invasions,"  it 
is  enacted  that  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  in  any  State 
by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the 
Marshal  by  that  act,  the  same  being  notified  by  an  associate 
Justice  or  a  district  Judge,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  call  forth  the  Militia  of  such  State  to 
suppress  such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed.     And  if  the  Militia^  of  a  State  where  such  combina- 
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tions  may  happen,  shall  refuse  or  be  insuflBcient  to  suppress 
the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President,  if  the  Legislature 
shall  not  be  in  session,  to  call  forth  and  employ  such  numbers 
of  the  Militia  of  any  other  State  or  States  most  convenient 
thereto,  as  may  be  necessary  ;  and  the  use  of  the  militia  so  to 
be  called  forth  may  be  continued,  if  necessary,  until  the  expi- 
ration of  thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing 
session :  Provided,  always,  That  whenever  it  may  be  neces- 
sary, in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  to  use  the  Militia  force 
hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  President  sliall  forth- 
with, and  previous  thereto,  by  Proclamation,  command  such 
insurgents  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective 
abodes  within  a  limited  time  : 

And  whereas,  James  Wilson,  an  associate  justice,  on  the 
fourth  instant,  by  writing  under  bis  hand,  did,  from  evidence 
which  had  been  laid  before  him,  notify  to  me,  that  "  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Allegheny,  in  Pennsylvania,  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof 
obstructed  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers 
vested  in  the  Marshal  of  the  district:" 

And  whereas.  It  is,  in  my  Judgment,  necessary  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  to  take  measures  for  calling  forth 
the  Militia  in  order  to  suppress  the  combinations  aforesaid,  and 
to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  and  I  have  accordingly 
determined  so  to  do,  feeling  the  deepest  regret  for  the  occa- 
sion, but  withal,  the  most  solemn  conviction,  that  the  essen- 
tial interest  of  the  Union  demand  it,  that  the  very  existence  of 
the  Government  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  social  order 
are  materially  involved  in  the  issue,  and  that  the  patriotism 
and  firmness  of  all  good  citizens  are  seriously  called  upon  as 
occasion  may  require,  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  so  fatal  a 
spirit ; 

Wherefore,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  proviso  above  recited, 
I,  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
hereby  command  all  persons,  being  insurgents,  as  aforesaid, 
and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  September  next,  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their 
respective  abodes.  And  I  do,  moreover,  warn  all  persons 
whomsoever,  against  aiding,  abetting  or  comforting  the    per- 
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petrators  of  the  aforesaid  treasonable  acts  ;  and  do  require  all 
officers  and  other  citizens,  according  to  their  respective  duties 
and  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
prevent  and  suppress  such  dangerous  proceedings 
In  Testimony,  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 

. ■— ^ ,       States  df  America  to  be  aflflxed  to  these  pre- 

\   uime(fsrVtes    .    scuts,   and  signed  the  same  with  m}"-  Uand. 

I      ul  America.      i      ,-.  ,        /->,.  o   t-.!  •.     -i    t     i  .        i 

^  ■  -  ^    Done  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  the  seventh 

day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  Nineteenth. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
By  the  President, 

Eoif.  Randolph. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


Pennsylvania,  ss  : 
In   the   name   and  by   the  autliorihj  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
,  ,-^A^^ .     Pennsylvania,  by  THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Governor 
A    SEAL,    y    of  iJiQ  gaid  Commonwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  luformation  has  been  received  that  several  law- 
less bodies  of  armed  men  have,  at  sundry  times,  assembled  in 
the  county  of  Allegheny,  within  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  being  so  assembled,  have  committed  various 
cruel  and  aggravated  acts  of  riot  and  arson  ;  and  more  partic- 
ularly, that  on. the  17th  ultimo,  one  of  the  said  lawless  bodies 
of  armed  men  attacked  the  dwelling  house  of  John  Nevill, 
Esq.,  Inspector  of  the  Revenue  for  the  fourth  survey  of  the 
district  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  after  firing  upon  and  wounding 
sundry  persons  employed  in  protecting  and  defending  the  said 
dwelling  house,  set  fire  to,  and  totally  burned  and  destroyed 
the  same,  together  with  the  furniture  and  effects  therein,  and 
the  barns,  stables,  and  other  buildings  thereto  adjoining  and 
appurtenant : 
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And  whereas,  It  appears  from  the  Proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  this  day,  as  well  as 
from  other  evidence,  that  the  outrages  and  criminal  proceed- 
ings aforesaid  have  been  undertaken  and  prosecuted  by  cer- 
tain unlawful  combinations  of  persons,  who  thereby  design  to 
obstruct  and  have  actually  obstructed  the  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  ;  and  tliat  by  reasoJi  thereof,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  authority  in  him  vested,  he  has  resolved  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  said  un- 
lawful combinations,  and  of  enforcing  the  execution  of  the 
laws  so  obstructed  as  aforesaid  : 

And  whereas,  Every  good  and  enlightened  citizen  must  per- 
ceive how  unworthy  it  is  thus  riotously  to  oppose  the  Consti- 
tution and  Laws  of  our  country,  (the  Government  and  Laws 
of  the  State  being  herein  as  much  affected  as  the  Government 
and  Laws  of  the  United  States)  which  were  formed  by  the  de- 
liberate will  of  the  People,  and  which  (by  the  same  legitimate 
authority)  can,  in  a  regular  course,  be  peaceably  amended  or 
altered.  How  incompatible  it  is  with  the  principles  of  a  Re- 
publican Government,  and  dangerous  in  point  of  precedent, 
that  a  minority  should  attempt  to  control  the  majorit}',  or  a 
part  of  the  community  undertake  to  prescribe  to  the  whole  ! 
how  indispensable,  though  painful  an  obligation  is  imposed 
upon  the  officers  of  government,  to  employ  the  public  force 
for  the  purpose  of  subduing  and  punishing  such  unwarrantable 
proceedings,  when  the  judiciary  authority  has  proved  incom- 
petent to  the  task  ;  And  how  necessary  it  is,  that  the  deluded 
rioters  aforesaid  should  be  bro't  to  a  just  sense  of  their  duty, 
as  a  longer  deviation  irom  it,  must  inevitably  be  destructive 
of  their  own  happiness,  as  well  as  injurious  to  the  reputation 
and  prosperity  of  their  country  : 

And  whereas,  Entertaining  a  just  sense  of  my  federal  obli- 
gations, and  feeling  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  necessity  of 
pursuing  immediate  measures  to  suppress  the  spirit  of  insur- 
rection, which  has  appeared  as  aforesaid,  and  to  restore  tran- 
quility and  order — I  have  heretofore  given  instructions  to  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  investigate  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  said  riots,  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the 
rioters,  and  to  institute  the  regular  process  of  the  law  for 
bringing  the  offenders  to  justice  ;  • 
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Now,  therefore,  I  have  deemed  it  expedient,  also  to  issue 
this  proclamation,  hereby  publicly  announcing  my  determina- 
tion, by  all  lawful  means,  to  cause  to  be  prosecuted  and  pun- 
ished, all  persons  whomsoever,  that  have  engaged  or  shall  en- 
gage in  any  ol'  the  unlawful  combinations  or  proceedings  afore- 
said :  And  further  declaring,  That  whatever  requisition  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  make,  or  whatever  duty 
he  shall  impose  in  pursuance  of  his  constitutional  and  legal 
powers,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  authority,  and  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  of  the  United  States— will,  on  my  part,  be 
promptly  undertaken  and  faithfully  discharged:  And  all 
judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners,  constables  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  stations,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  em- 
ploy all  lawful  means  for  discovering,  apprehending,  securing, 
trying  and  bringing  to  justice,  each  and  every  person  con- 
cerned in  the  said  riots  and  unlawful  proceedings 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at 
Philadelphia,  this  seventh  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  Nineteenth. 

THOxMAS  MIFFLLV. 
By  the  Governor  : 

A.  J.  Dall.4S,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  HARMAR. 


7 


Philadelphia,  %th  Aug.,  ITJi^-- 
Sir:— The  President  of  the  United  States  having  deemed  it 
incumbent  upon  him,  after  the  most  solemn  deliberation,  to 
issue  his  proclamation,  dated  the  7th  inst.,  aud  to  take  other 
legal  measures  for  causing  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be 
duly  observed  in  the  Western  parts  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, according  to  the  purport  of  the  said  proclamation,  has 
issued  his  requisition,  for  forthwith  organizing  and  holding  in 
readiness,  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  a  corps  of  the 


f 
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militia  of  Pennsylvania,  amounting  to  5,200  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  with  a  due  proportion  of  commissioned 
officers,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  at  war,  dated 
the  19th  of  May  last  and  communicated  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  21st  of  the  ^ame  month ;  the  corps  to  be  armed  and  equip- 
ped as  completely  as  possible  with  the  articles  in  possession  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  or  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it. 

You  will,  therefore,  Sir,  forthwith  issue  general  orders  for 
callino-  into  actual  service,  and  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning,  the  part  of  the  militia  specified  in  the 
enclosed  roll,  by  the  classes  most  convenient  to  the  citizens 
and  best  adapted  to  a  prompt  compliance  with  the  President's 
requisition ;  the  part  so  called  not  exceeding  four  classes  of 
the  militia  of- the  respective  brigades. 

Should  it  be  impracticable  to  arm  and  equip  completely  the 
said  corps,  you  will  give  me  the  earliest  possible  notice  there- 
of, that  I  may  inform  the  President,  who  will  direct  the  defi- 
ciency to  be  furnished  by  the  department  of  war,  as  well  as 
tents,  camp-kettles  and  other  articles  of  equipage,  and  musket 
catridges,  artillery  and  the  apparatus  thereunto  belonging. 

The  time  and  place  of  rendezvous  will  be  hereafter  desig- 
nated ;  and  the  arrangements  for  furnishing  rations,  and  other 
necessary  supplies,  will  be  seasonably  notified. 

On  this  occasion,  sir,  I  must  entreat  the  pointed  attention, 
as  well  on  our  part  as  on  the  part  of  the  corps  that  is  to  be 
drafted,  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  a  just  sense  of  the  obe- 
dience which  is  due  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  and  the  patri- 
otic zeal  with  which  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania  ^will  on 
every  emergency,  maintain  the  government  that  they  have 
established.  It  is  to  be  seriously  lamented,  that  an  occasion 
should  ever  arise  for  arming  one  part  of  the  community  against 
another  ;  but  if  every  conciliatory  measure  that  can  be  devised 
to  rescue  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  counties  from,  their 
delusion  should  be  abortive,  tlie  officers  of  government  might 
well  be  charged  with  an  abandonment  of  their  trust,  if  they 
omitted  to  employ  any  other  legitimate  means  for  enforcing 
obedience  and  submission  to  the  laws.  In  that  unhappy  event, 
the  issue  must  be,  whether,  upon  the  pure  principles  of  a  re- 
publican government,  the  minority  shall  be  allowed  by  vio. 
lence  to  supersede  the  will  of  the  majority ;  to  substitute  the 
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law  of  arms  for  the  law  of  reason,  and  fatally  to  con%-ert  the 
peace,  happiness  and  order,  which  we  now  enjoy,  into  a  scene 
of  war,  wretchedness  &  anarchy.  If  I  am  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  general  character  and  feelings  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
they  will  not  hesitate  to  decide  this  great  and  interesting  ques- 
tion upon  the  principles  of  patriotism,  which  in  this  case  are 
likewise  the  genuine  principles  of  self-love,  and  should  the 
awful  necessity  of  an  appeal  to  arras  be  matured  beyond  the 
power  of  amicable  accommodation,  I  expect  from  every  good 
citizen  that  firm  and  active  support,  by  which  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  our  country  were  acquired  and  b}^  which 
they  must  ever  be  preserved. 

Still,  however,  I  indulge  an  anxious  hope,  that  the  liberal  for- 
bearance of  government,  and  the  virtuous  reflections  of  those, 
who  at  present  oppose  its  legitimate  measures,  will  avert  the 
storm  that  threatens  and  enable  us  to  embrace  as  brethren, 
those  who  we  must  otherwise,  for  the  sake  of  every  social 
blessing,  but  with  grief  and  commiseration,  encounter  as  ene- 
mies. 

You  will  be  pleased.  Sir,  to  omit  no  proper  step  for  placing 
the  corps  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  march  ;  and  as  soon  as  it  is 
so,  you  will  communicate  the  same  to  me. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  JosiAFi  Harmak,  Esq.,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of 

Pennsylvania. 


9— Vol.  I V. 
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Roll  designating  the  quota  of  the  several  brigades  towards 
forming  a  detachment' of  5,200  Militia,  Officers  included,  agree- 
ahhjto  the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United -States,  con- 
tained in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  1th  day 
of  August,  1794; 

Major  General — William  Irvine,  6th  Division. 

Brig.     Generals — Thomas   Proctor,   1st   Division  ;    Francis 
Murray,  2d  Division  ;  James  Chambers,  6tli  Division. 
DIVISIONS. 


S?p» 


•"3  ?  £. 

S  -  3 


—  Co 

oof 


I.  DIVISION  : 

1st  Brigade— City  of  Phila 60  83         559 

2d  Brigade— Co.  of  Philadelphia 50  544 

II.  DIVISION  : 

1st  Brigade— Co.  of  Bucks 50  46         504 

2d  Brigade — do.  Montgomery 46  332 

III.  DIVISION  : 

Ist  Brigade — Co.  of  Chester 58  378 

2d  Brigade— do.  Delaware 20  16           36 

IV.  DIVISION  : 

1st  Brigade — Co.  Lancaster 60  30         568 

2d  Brigade— do.  York 22  550 

V.  DIVISION  : 

1st  Brigade— Co.  of  Berks 26  434 

2d  Brigade— do.  of  Dauphin 38  25         273 

VI.  DIVISION  : 

1st  Brigade — co.  Cumberland ,.       50  363 

2d  Brigade— do.  Franklin 281 

VII.  DIVISION: 

1st  Brigade — co.  Northampton 20  374 

500  200     5,196 

Major  General,  1 

Brig.  Generals,  3 

5,200 
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Thejoregoing  detachment  to  constitute  one  division,  to  he  formed 
into  the  three  following  Brigades,  and  to  he  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  momenVs  warning  : 
JIajor  General — Wiluam  Irvine. 

1.  Brigade 
Brig.  Gen. — Thomas  Procter. 

Philadelphia  City 559 

Philadelphia  County 544 

Montgomery 332 

Chester 378 

Delaware 36 

.z}  M^ 

2.  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen. — Francis  Murray. 

Bucks 504 

Berks 434 

Northampton 374 

Dauphin 273 

1,585 

3.  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen. — James  Chambers, 

Lancaster 568 

York 550 

Cumberland 363 

Franklin 28 1 

1,762 

5,196 
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SECOND    PROCLAMATIOX    OF    GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN, 


Pen'Nsylvaxia,  S3  : 
III  the  name  and  by  (he  authority  of  the  CommonweaUh  of  Fenn- 
^.^A.^  ,  s>jlvania,  by  TIIOxMAS  MIFFLIN,  Governor  of  the 
j    ^^^^'     r  said  Commomvealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

"Whereas,  It  appears  in  and  by  a  Proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  bearing  even  date  ]ierewith,  that 
certain  acts  have  been  perpetrated  in  the  western  parts  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  is  advised  amount 
to  treason,  being  overt  acts  of  levying  war  against  the  United 
States  ;  that  James  Wilson,  an  Associate  Justice,  on  the  fourth 
instant,  by  writing  under  his  hand,  did,  from  evidence  which 
had  been  laid  before  him,  notify  to  the  President  that  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Allegheny,  in  Pennsylvania,  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  opposed  and  the  execution  thereof 
obstructed  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers 
vested  in  the  Marshal  of  the  district ;  and  that  in  the  judgment 
of  the  President  it  is  necessary,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  to  take  measures  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  in  order 
to  suppress  the  combinations  aforesaid  and  to  cause  the  laws 
to  be  duly  executed  : 

And  Whereas,  It  appears  to  me  expedient,  that  on  this  ex- 
traordinary occasion,  the  General  Assembly  should  be  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  premises  into  their  serious 
consideration  of  devising  the  necessary  means  to  maintain  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  commonwealth  and  of  providing  more 
effectually  than  the  existing  laws  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing and  equipping  the  Militia,  in  order  to  insure  a  prompt  and 
faithful  compliance  with  the  orders  of  government,  and  of  such 
requisitions  as  the  President  shall  make  in  pursuance  of  his 
constitutional  and  legal  powers.  Therefore,  and  by  virtue  of 
the  authority  in  such  case  to  me  given,  in  and  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  commonwealth,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  convening  the  General  Assembly  to  meet  at  the  State 
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House  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  on  Monday  the  first  day  of 
September  next,  and  of  which  meeting  all  persons  therein  con- 
cerned are  required  to  take  due  notice. 

Given  under  my  Iland  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth at  Philadelphia,  this  seventh  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  nineteenth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
.    By  the  Governor  : 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Sccretar}'  of  the  (Jommonwealth. 


ORDERS  OF  GEN.  HARMAR^: 


Philadelphia,  August  Stli,  1794. 
Sir  : — Tlie  Governor  having  issued  orders  for  calling  into 
actual  service,  and  holding  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning  a  body  of  5,200  militia,  (in  pursuance  of  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  at  War,  dated  the  7th  instant,)  I  have 
subjoined  a  copy  of  these  orders  to  guide  your  conduct  in  or- 
ganizing the  quota  consisting  of  559,  officers  and  privates  in- 

*  JosiAH  Hakmar  was  born  in  Philadelphia  1753.  He  was  educated 
chiefly  at  Robert  Proud's  school.  Made  captain  1st  Pennsylvania 
regiment  in  October,  1776 ;  was  its  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  1777,  and  un- 
til the  close  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  in  Washington's  army  in  the 
campaigns  of  1778-80;  served  under  Greene  in  the  South,  1781-2,  and 
was  made  Brevet-Colonel  First  United  States  regiment  September  30, 
1783.  In  1784  he  took  to  France  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
As  Indian  agent  of  the  North-West  Territory,  he  was  present  at  the 
treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  January  20,  1785.  He  was  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel of  Infantry  under  the  Confederation,  August  12,  1784; 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  by  resolve  of  Congress,  July  31,  1787,  and 
General-in-Chief  of  the  army,  September  29, 1789.  He  commanded  an 
expedition  against  the  Miami  Indians  September  30,  1790,  and  par. 
tially  defeated,  October  22,  1790.  Resigned  January  1,  1792  and  ap- 
pointed Adjutant  General  of  Pennsylvania,  serving  in  that  position 
during  the  whole  of  Governor  Mifflin's  administration.  He  was  ac- 
tive in  preparing  and  furnishing  the  Pennsylvania  troops  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  m  1793-4,  and  during  the  insurrection  of  1794. 
He  died  at  Philadelphia,  August  20,  1S13. 
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eluded,  to  be  drafted  from  your  brigade  ;  and  I  entreat,  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  that  you  will,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
execute  the  business  committed  to  you  upon  this  important 
occasion.  If  it  should  be  impracticable  to  arm  and  equip 
completely  the  above  quota,  either  with  the  public  arms  and 
equipments  in  your  custodj^,  or  with  such  as  belong  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  compose  it,  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  of  letting  me  know  your  situation  in  that  re- 
spect, in  order  that  a  proper  application  may  be  made  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency. 

It  is  unnecessary,  I  am  persuaded,  to  add  to  the  instructions 
of  the  Governor,  cither  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  service  or 
the  necessity  of  exercising  all  your  diligence  to  promote  it : 
It  may  be  proper  to  request,  however,  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  employ  the  most  expeditious  conveyance,  to  report  when 
your  quota  shall  be  in  readiness  to  march. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  HARMAR, 

Adjutant  General. 

To  Lewis  Nichola,  Esq.,  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  Philadel- 
phia City  Brigade  of  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONERS. 


Department  of  State,  August  8,  1794. 

Gextleiien  : — In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  you,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  forthwith,  to  repair  to 
the  counties  on  the  western  side  of  the  Allegheny  mountain, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  there  to  confer  with  such  bodies 
or  individuals  as  you  may  approve,  concerning  the  commo- 
tions, which  are  referred  to  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  August 
instant,  and  whatsoever  promise   or   engagement   you  shall 
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make  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
will  be  ratified  in  the  most  ample  manner. 

^-^-^       Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  office  of  the 
j    L.  s.    >        Department  of  State,  the  eighth  day  of  August, 
'— '■v-'  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

EDWARD   RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  State. 
To  James  Ross,  Jasper  Yeates,  William  Bradford, 


INSTRUCTIONS    TO    THE    UNITED    STATES    COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 


Department  of  State,  August  8,  1794. 

Gentlemen  : — The  recent  events  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Pittsburgh,  have  called  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the 
formation  of  some  plan  by  which  the  insurrection  may  be  sup- 
pressed. 

The  intelligence  which  has  been  transmitted,  having  been 
laid  before  Judge  Wilson,  he  has  granted  a  certificate,  de- 
claring that  the  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  counties  of  Washington  and  Allegheny,  cannot  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  the 
power  of  the  marshal. 

You,  or  any  one  or  more  of  you,  are,  therefore,  authorized 
and  appointed,  forthwith  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of  the  insur- 
rection, and  to  confer  with  any  bodies  of  men  or  individuals, 
with  whom  you  shall  think  proper  to  confer,  in  order  to  quiet 
and  extinguish  it.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  collection 
of  discontented  individuals  will  be  found  at  Mingo  creek,  on 
the  fourteenth  instant,  and,  as  the  object  of  their  assembling 
is  undoubtedly  to  concert  measures  relative  to  this  very  sub- 
ject, it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  you  should  press  thither 
with  the  utmost  expedition.  It  is  uncertain  whether  they  will 
remain  together  for  a  long  or  short  time  ;  therefore,  the  being 
on  the  ground  on  the  day  first  named  for  their  meeting,  is 
necessary  to  prevent  a  miscarriage, 
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These  are  the  outlines  of  your  communication  : 

1st.  To  state  the  serious  impressions  which  their  conduct 
has  excited  in  the  mind  of  the  Executive,  and  to  dilate  upon 
the  dangers  attending  every  Government  where  laws  are  ob- 
structed in  their  execution. 

2nd.  To  inform  them  that  the  evidence  of  the  late  transac- 
tions has  been  submitted  to  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
that  he  has  granted  the  above  mentioned  certificate,  whence  a 
power  has  arisen  to  the  President  to  call  out  the  militia  to  sup- 
press the  insurrection.     (See  the  act  of  May  2,  1712.) 

3d.  To  represent  to  them  how  painful  an  idea  it  is  to  exer- 
cise such  a  power,  and  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  render  it  unnecessary  by  those  endeavors  which  hu- 
manity, a  love  of  peace  and  tranquilit}-,  and  the  happiness  of 
his  fellow  citizens  dictate. 

4th.  You  will  then  explain  your  appointment  as  commis" 
sioners,  in  a  language  and  with  sentiments  most  conciliatory, 
but  reconcilable  to  the  self-respect  which  this  Government 
ought  to  observe. 

5th,  Whether  you  are  to  proceed  further,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, must  depend  upon  your  judgment  and  discretion  at  the 
moment,  after  an  estimate  of  the  characters  with  whom  you 
are  conversing,  their  views,  their  influence,  &c. 

6th.  Whensoever  you  shall  come  to  the  point  at  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  be  explicit,  you  arc  to  declare  that,  with 
respect  to  the  excise  law,  the  President  is  bound  to  consider 
it  as  much  among  the  laws  which  he  is  to  see  executed,  as  any 
other.  That  as  to  the  repeal  of  it,  he  cannot  undertake  to 
make  any  stipulation,  that  being  a  subject  consigned  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  Legislature,  from  whom  alone  a  change  of 
legislative  measures  can  be  obtained.  That  be  is  willing  to 
grant  an  amnesty  and  perpetual  oblivion  for  everything  which 
has  past ;  and  cannot  doubt,  that  any  penalty  to  which  the  late 
transactions  may  have  given  birth,  under  the  laws  and  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  also  wiped  away — 
but  upon  the  following  conditions  : 

That  satisfactory  assurances  be  given  that  the  laws  be  no 
longer  obstructed  in  their  execution  by  any  combinations,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  and  that  the  offenders  against  whom  pro- 
cess shall  issue  for  a  violation  of  or  an  opposition  to  the  laws, 
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shall  not  be  protected  from  the  free  operation.  Nothing  will 
be  enforced  concerning  the  duties  of  former  years,  if  they  will 
fairly  comply  for  the  present  year. 

Tth.  If  they  speak  of  the  hardship  of  being  drawn  to  the 
federal  courts  at  a  distance,  to  that  no  other  reply  can  be  made 
than  this  :  That  the  inconvenience,  whatsoever  it  may  bo,  was 
the  act  of  their  own  representatives,  and  is  continued  as  being 
still  their  sense;  that,  however,  on  all  occasions  which  will 
permit  the  State  courts  to  be  *'used  without  inconvenience  to 
the  United  States,  or  danger  of  their  being  frustrated  in  the 
object  of  the  suits  and  prosecutions,  the  State  courts  will  be 
resorted  to,  but  the  choice  of  jurisdictions  must  always  depend 
upon  the  discretion  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore,  noth- 
ing more  specific  can  be  said  at  present. 

8th.  Whensoever  you  shall  choose  to  speak  of  the  ulterior 
measures  of  Government,  you  will  say  that  orders  have  already 
issued  for  the  proper  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness, 
and  that  everything  is  prepared  for  their  movement  (as  will 
be  seen  by  the  proclamation)  and  is  known  to  yourselves  from 
the  communications  of  the  Government,  but  that  these  move- 
ments will  be  suspended  until  you  return. 

9th.  These  are  said  to  be  the  outlines,  you  will  fill  them  up 
and  modify  them  so  as  most  effectually  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
the  last  dreadful  necessity  which  the  President  so  much  depre- 
cates ;  and  you  may  in  particular  assure  any  individuals  of 
pardon  who  will  expiate  their  olTence  by  a  compliance  with 
the  law. 

10th.  You  will  keep  the  Executive  minutely  and  constantly 
informed  of  all  your  proceedings,  and  will  use  expresses 
whensoever  you  think  proper  at  the  public  expense. 

11th.  Y"ou  will  be  allowed  eight  dollars  per  day  and  your 
expenses,  and  may  employ  a  proper  person  to  act  as  your 
clerk,  who  shall  be  paid  whatsoever  you  may  certify  him  to 
deserve.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  is  advanced  to  you 
on  account. 

12th.  William  Bradford  is  empowered  to  add  the  name  of 
Thomas  Smith,  or  any  other  proper  person,  if  either  J.  Ross 
or  J.  l^'eates  shall  refuse  or  be  unable  to  attend. 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  State. 

To  J^UES  Ross,   Ja SI'ER  Y'eaTES,  WiLLIAil  BRAOrORD. 
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GEN.  VriLKINS  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Pittsburgh,  August  Slh,  179-1. 
Sir  : — I  Received  s^  few  lines  from  you,  Directed  to  A.  Tan- 
nehill  &  myself.  Requesting  that  we  Would  Exart  ourselves 
In  Bringing  to  Justice  those  who  were  concerned  in  Burning 
Gener'l  Nevel's  Buildings.  I  can,  at  present,  say  no  more 
than  that  Our  Laws,  Property  &  all  suffers  the  moment  the 
Smalest  attempt  is  made  In  Bringing  forward  an}-  one  person 
who  Opposes  the  Excise  LaAv.  The  people  in  this  Part  of  the 
united  States  Seem  determined.  I  hope  mild  Measures,  by  the 
heads  of  Government,  may  be  adopted  ;  if  otherwise,  God 
alone  knows  the  Event.  I  Supose  you  will,  through  Sundrj' 
Chanals,  hear  such  Reports  as  may  convince  you  &  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  that  it  is  not  ia  our  power  to  put  your 
orders  into  Execution. 

I'm,  with  Esteem,  your 

Most  obedient  Ilum.  Ser't, 

JNO.  WILKINS. 
To  A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq.,  Sec'i/,   Phikidelphia. 


n.  II.  BRACKENRIDGE*  TO  TENCH  COXE. 


Pittsburgh,  August  Sth,  1794. 
Sir  : — Have  received  no  papers  from  you  ;  your  letter  by 
the  post  is  the  first  I  have  heard  from  you.     I  take  the  oppor- 

*HuGn  Henry  Bracken  ridge,  was  a  native  of  Campbelton,  Scot- 
land, where  be  was  born,  in  174S.  At  the  age  of  five  he  came  witli  hi.s 
father  to  PennsA'lvania.  He  became  a  tutor  at  Princeton,  having  gra- 
duated at  that  College  in  1771,  and  was  master  of  an  academy  in  Mary- 
land when  the  Revolution  broke  out.  He  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
and  having  studied  divinity  became  a  chaplain  in  tlie  army.  Re- 
linquishing the  pulpit  for  the  bar,  he  edited,  for  a  time,  the  U.  >S.  Mag- 
azine. In  1781  he  settled  at  Pittsburg.  In  17SG  was  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  attain  the  establishment  of  the  county  of  Allegheny.  T\'as 
made  a  judge  in  1789,  and  from  1739,  until  his  death,  was  judge  of  the 
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tunity  to  give  you,  in  return,  a  summary  of  the  present  state 
of  this  Country,  with  respect  to  the  opposition  that  exists  to 
the  Excise  law.  It  has  its  Origin,  not  in  any  Anti-Federal 
spirit,  I  assure  you.  It  is  chiefly  the  principles  and  operations 
of  the  Law  itself  that  renders  it  obnoxious.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  facts  are  these  : 

•The  opposition  which,  for  some  time,  showed  itself  in  re- 
solves of  Committees,  in  representations  to  Government,  in 
Masked  attacks  on  Insignificant  Deputy  Excise  Officers — for 
only  such  would  accept  the  Appointment — did  at  length,  on 
the  appearance  of  the  Marshal,  in  this  County,  to  serve  pro- 
cess, break  out  in  an  open  and  direct  attack  on  the  Inspector 
of  the  Revenue  himself.  General  Neville.  These  circumstances 
you  will,  by  this  time,  have  heard  from  the  General  himself, 
and  from  the  Marshal,  Major  Lenox.  Subsequent  to  their  de- 
parture from  the  country,  notice  was  given  of  a  meeting  on 
the  Monongahela  River,  about  18  miles  from  the  Town  of 
Pittsburgh.  Six  delegate:-!,  of  whom  I  was  one,  were  sent 
from  this  Town.  Nothing  material  was  done  at  this  meeting, 
but  the  measure  agreed  upon  of  a  more  general  meeting,  on 
the  14th  August,  near  the  same  place,  to  take  into  view  the 
present  State  of  affairs  of  the  Country. 

Subsequent  to  this  the  Mail  was  intercepted.  Characters  in 
Pittsburgh  became  Obnoxious  by  letters  found  in  which  senti- 
ments construed  to  evince  a  bias  in  favour  of  the  Excise  Law 
were  discovered.  In  consequence  of  this  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessary to  demand  of  the  Town  that  those  persons  should  be 
delivered  up  or  exfxlled  or  any  other  obnoxious  character  that 
might  reside  there  ;  also,  that  the  Excise  Office,  still  kept  in 
Pittsburgh,  or  said  to  be  kept  there,  should  be  pulled  down  ; 
the  House  of  Abraham  Kirkpatrick  burnt   or  pulled  down, 

Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  The  part  he  took  in  the  Insurrection 
made  him  prominent.  His  course,  in  that  aflair,  he  vindicated  in  his 
"ilistory  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection,"  published  tlie  j'car  after. 
Washington,  Hamilton  and  Mifflin  well  understood  his  position.  He 
published  a  poem  on  the  "Rising  Glory  of  America,"  177i ;  "Eulogium 
of  the  Brave  who  fell  in  the  contest  with  Great  Britain,  delivered  at 
Philadelphia,  July  4,  1779;"  "Modern  Chivalrj',  or  the  Adventures 
of  Capt.  Farrago,"  179G,  an  admirable- satire  ;  "Oration,  Jul3'4,  1793;' 
"  Gazette  Publications  collected,"  ISOG.  He  died  at  Carlisle  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1816. 
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other  Ilouses  also  that  were  the  property  of  persous  unfavour- 
able to  the  cause.  For  this  purpose,  Circular  letters  were  sent 
to  the  Battalions  of  the  Counties,  detachments  from  which  met 
on  Braddock's  Field  to  the  amount  of  at  least  five  thousand 
Men  on  the  second  of  the  month.  It  was  dreaded,  on  the 
part  of  the  Town,  that  from  the  rage  of  the  people  involving 
the  town  in  the  general  odium  of  abetting  the  excise  law,  it 
would  be  laid  in  Ashes.  And  I  aver  that  it  wou'd  Lave  been 
the  case,  had  it  not  been  for  the  prompt  and  decisive  resolu- 
tions of  the  Town  to  march  out  and  meet  them  as  Brethern, 
and  comply  with  all  demands.  This  had  the  cftect,  and  the 
Battalion  marched  into  Town  on  the  third,  and  during  their 
delay  there  and  Cantonment  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  a  tri- 
fling exception  of  a  Slight  damage  done  to  the  property  of 
Abraham  Kirkpatrick,  in  the  possession  of  his  Tenant,  which 
was  afterward  compensated,  behaved  witli  all  the  regularity 
and  order  of  the  French  or  American  Armies  in  their  March 
through  a  Town  daring  their  Revolution  with  Great  Britain. 

The  Town  of  Pittsburgh  will  send  delegates  to  the  meeting 
of  the  lith  instant.  What  the  result  will  be  I  know  not.  I 
flatter  myself  nothing  more  than  to  send  Commissioners  to  the 
President  with  an  address,  proposing  that  he  shall  delay  any 
attempt  to  Suppress  this  Insurrection,  as  it  will  be  stiled,  un- 
till  the  meeting  of  Congress.  This  will  be  the  object,  simply 
and  alone,  with  all  that  labor  to  avert  a  Civil  War. 

On  the  part  of  the  Government,  I  wou'd  earnestly  pray  a 
delay,  untill  such  address  and  Commissioners  may  come  for- 
ward. This  is  my  object  in  writing  to  you  this  letter,  which 
I  desire  you  to  communicate,  either  by  the  Gazette  or  other, 
wise. 

It  will  be  said,  this  insurrection  can  be  easily  suppressed. 
It  is  but  that  of  a  part  of  four  Counties.  Be  assured,  it  is 
that  of  the  greater  part,  and  I  am  induced  to  believe,  the  three 
Virginia  counties  this  side  the  Mountain  will  fall  in  The  first 
measure,  then,  will  be  the  Organization  of  a  New  Govern- 
ment, comprehending  the  three  Virginia  Counties  and  those 
of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Westward,  to  what  extent  I  know  not. 
This  event,  which  I  contemplate  with  great  pain,  will  be  the 
result  of  the  necessity  of  self  defense.  For  this  reason,  I 
earnestly  and  anxiously  wish  that  delay  on  the  part   of  the 
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government  may  give  time  to  bring  about,  if  practicable,  good 
Order  and  Subordination.  By  the  time  the  Congress  meets, 
there  may  be  a  favourable  issue  to  the  Negotiation  with  regard 
to  the  Navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  the  AVestern  posts,  &c. 
A  suspension  of  the  excise  law  during  the  Indian  War,  a 
measure  I  proposed  in  a  publication  three  years  ago  in  Phila- 
delphia, may  perhaps  suSce.  Being  then  on  an  equal  footing 
with  other  parts  of  the  Union,  if  they  submitted  to  the  law, 
this  Country  might  also. 

I  anticipate  all  that  can  be  said  with  regard  to  the  example, 
&c.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  1  am  decisive  in  opinion  that  the 
United  States  cannot  efiect  the  operation  of  the  Law  in  this 
Country.  It  is  universally  odious  in  the  Neighbouring  parts  of 
all  the  Neighbouring  States,  and  the  militia,  under  the  Law 
in  the  hands  of  the  President,  cannot  be  called  out  to  reduce 
an  opposition.  The  Midland  Counties,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
not  even  suffer  the  militia  of  more  distant  parts  of  the  Union 
to  pass  through  them. 

But  the  Excise  Law  is  a  branch  of  the  Funding  System,  de- 
tested and  abhorred  by  all  the  Philosophic  Men  &  the  yeomanry 
of  America,  those  that  hold  certificates  excepted.  There  is  a 
growling,  lurking  discontent  at  this  system,  that  is  ready  to 
burst  out  and  discover  itself  everywhere.  I  candidly  and  de- 
cidedly tell  you,  the  Chariot  of  Government  has  beeu  driven 
Jehu-like,  as  to  the  finances ;  like  that  of  Phseton,  it  has  de- 
scended from  the  middle  path,  and  is  like  to  Burn  up  the 
American  Earth. 

Should  an  attempt  be  made  to  suppress  these  people,  I  am 
afraid  the  question'will  not  be,  whether  you  will  March  to 
Pittsburgh,  but  whether  they  will  March  to  Philadelphia  ?  ac- 
cumulating in  their7courGe  and  swelling  over  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  like  a  torrent,  irresistable  and  devouring  in  its 
progress.  There  can  be  no  equality  of  Contest  between  the 
rage  of  a  Forrest  and  the  abundance,  indolence  and  opulence 
of  a  City.  If  the  President  has  evinced  a  prudent  and  ap- 
proved delay  in  the  case  of  the  British  Spoliations,  in  the  Case 
of  the  Indian  Tribes,  much  more  humane  and  politic  will  it  be 
to  consult  the  internal  peace  of  the  Goverument,  by  avoiding 
force,  until  every  means  of  accommodation  are  found  unavail- 
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ing.    I  deplore  my  personal  situation,    I  deplore  the  situation 
of  this  Country,  should  a  Civil  War  ensue. 

An  application  to  the  British  is  spoken  of,  which  may  God 
avert.     But  what  will  not  despair  produce  ? 
Your  most  obed't  h'ble  serv't,  &c., 

ir.  II.  BRACKENRIDGE. 
Ten-ch  Coxe,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


CONFERENCE  AT  THE  PRESIDENT'S. 


Saturday,  the  9th  [2d  ?]  August,  1794. 

PRESENT : 

The  President,  The  Governor, 

The  Secretary  of  State,  The  Chief  Justice, 

The  Secretay  of  the  Treasury,  The  Attorney    General  of   the 

The  Secretary  at  War,  State, 

The  Attorney   General  of  the  The  Secretary  of  the  Common- 

U.  S.,  wealth. 

The  President  opened  the  business  by  stating  that  it  was 
hardly  necessary  to  prepare  the  subject  of  the  conference,  as 
it  was  generally  understood,  and  the  circumstances  which  ac- 
companied it  were  such  as  to  strike  at  the  root  of  all  law  & 
order ;  that  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  most  spirited  Sc 
firm  measures  were  necessary  to  rescue  the  State  as  well  as  the 
general  government  from  the  impending  danger,  for  if  such 
proceedings  were  tolerated  there  was  an  end  to  our  Constitu- 
tions &  laws.  He  then  observed  that  there  were  some  papers 
besides  those  already  communicated  to  the  Gov'r  which  would 
throw  additional  light  on  the  subject,  and  he  presented  them 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  who  read  them  aloud. 

The  papers  consisted  of  letters  from  Gen'l  Nevil,  Presley 
Nevil,  Maj.  Lenox  and  Capt.  Butler,  a  Deposition  of  Col.  Men- 
ges  and  a  deposition  of  the  Post  Rider  whose  mail  had  been 
stopped.  In  some  of  the  letters  were  inclosed  sundry  extracts 
from  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette  which  had  been  published  in  the 
papers  of  Phila. 
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The  President  declared  his  determination  to  go  every  length 
that  the  Constitution  and  Laws  would  permit,  but  no  farther  ; 
he  expressed  a  wish  for  the  co-operation  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment, and  he  enquired  whether  the  Governor  could  not  adopt 
some  preliminary  measures  under  the  State  Laws,  as  the  meas- 
ures of  the  GeuT  Gov't  would  be  slow,  and  depended  on  the 
certificate  of  Judge  Wilson,  to  wliom  the  documents  had  been 
delivered  for  his  consideration. 

The  Secretary  of  State  read  the  act  of  Congress  under 
which  the  Gen'l  Gov't  were  proceeding  and  repeated  the  en- 
quiries, whether  som""  more  expeditious,  preliminary  course, 
could  not  be  pursued,  referring  to  a  particular  act  of  the  state. 

TheoflScers  of  the  State  Government  remaining  silent  for  some 
time,  the  Att'y  Gen'l  of  the  I'.  S.  turned  to  the  act  of  the  22d 
Sept.,  '83,  authorizing  calls  of  the  Militia  on  sudden  emergen- 
cies, but  the  Secretary  of  the  Comm'th  referred  him  to  a  note 
in  the  index,  sub-joined  to  title  militia,  and  suggested  his 
opinion  that  the  law  referred  to  was  repealed,  whereupon  the 
Att'y  Gen'l  of  the  U.  S.  asked  the  Sec'y  of  the  Com'th,  what 
was  his  opinion  respecting  tiie  power  of  the  Governor  to  call 
out  the  Militia  on  such  occasions,  to  which  the  secretary  re- 
plied, that  as  an  individual  he  had  no  objection  to  give  a  pri- 
vate opinion — that  independent  of  the  law  referred  to,  or  any 
other  special  law,  the  executive  Magistrate  was  charged  with 
the  care  of  seeing  the  laws  faithfully  executed,  and  that  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  civil  authority  declaring  it  incompetent 
to  the  task,  the  very  nature  of  the  Executive  Magistrate's  duty 
and  obligations,  required  that  he  should  aid  the  civil  authority 
by  an  exertion  of  the  military  force  of  the  Government. 

The  intention  of  proceeding  against  the  Rioters  in  Allegheny 
CO.,  being  declared  by  the  President,  the  Chief  Justice  ex- 
pressed it  as  his  positive  opinion,  that  the  judiciary  power 
was  equal  to  the  task  of  quelling  and  punishing  the  riots,  and 
that  the  employment  of  a  military  force,  at  this  period,  would 
be  as  bad  as  anything  that  the  Rioters  had  done — equally  un- 
constitutional and  illegal. 

The  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  i:;troduced 
by  argument  upon  the  general  necessity  of  maintaining  the 
Government  in  its  regular  authority.  He  referred  to  the  vari- 
ous co-operating  sources  of  opposition  to  the  Constitution  and 
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laws  of  the  U.  S.,  (The  Judiciary,  excise,  Mississippi  naviga- 
tion, erecting  a  new  State,  &c.,  &c.,)  and  insisted  upon  the 
propriety  of  an  immediate  resort  to  Military  force,  lie  said 
that  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  quell  the  existing  riot  to  re- , 
store  us  to  the  state  in  which  we  were  a  few  weeks  back  ;  for, 
before  the  present  outrages,  there  was  equal  opposition  to  the 
laws  of  the  U.  S.,  though  not  expressed  in  the  same  manner; 
but  that  now  the  crisis  was  arrived  when  it  must  be  determined 
whether  the  Government  can  maintain  itself,  and  that  the  ex- 
ertion must  be  made,  not  only  to  quell  the  rioters,  but  to  pro- 
tect the  officers  of  the  Union  in  executing  their  offices,  and  in 
compelling  obedience  to  the  laws. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Com'th  stated,  as  information,  that  in  a 
conversation  with  Judge  Addison,  the  Judge  had  declared  it 
as  his  opinion  that  if  the  business  was  left  to  the  courts,  the 
rioters  might  be  prcrsecuted  and  punished,  and  the  matter 
peaceably  terminated  ;  but  that  a  resort .  to  military  force, 
would  unite  in  the  resistance,  the  peaceable  as  well  as  the  rio- 
tous opponents  of  the  excise,  upon  the  Idea  that  the  military 
'was  intended  to  dragoon  them  equally  into  submission.  He 
also  stated  that  similar  riots  against  the  excise  had  been  pun- 
ished in  the  State  courts. 

The  secretary'  of  the  Treasury  observed,  that  the  Judge 
alluded  was  among  those  who  had  most  promoted  the  opposi- 
tion in  an  insidious  manner,  that  perhaps  it  would  lead  to  a 
disagreeable  animadversion  to  point  out  the  particulars  of  the 
Judge's  conduct;  but  that  they  were  stated  at  large  in  a  re- 
port to  the  President,  which  the  President  said  was  the  case. 

[Here  the  minutes  of  the  conference  suddenly  terminate  ] 
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GEX.  GIBSON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Brush  Creek,  V  miles  west  of  Greexsburg, 

Aug.  dth,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  make  no  doubt,  Before  your  Excellency  receives 
this,  you  will  have  rece'd  from  J.  Bryson,  Esq'r.,  a  particular 
account  of  the  disasters  of  our  County.  I  am  now  so  far  on 
ray  way  to  Philadelphia,  under  a  Guard  of  the  Committee, 
who  are  to  Escort  me  to  the  Town  of  Greensburg,  where  I 
shall,  I  hope,  have  the  honour  of  Waiting  on  j'ou  in  person. 

I  am  with  Respect,  j'our  Excellency's  very  humble  Serv't, 

JNO.  GIBSON. 
Thos.  Mifflix,  Esqr.,  Governor  of  Penn'a,  Philadelphia. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO    PRESIDENT    WASHINGTON. 


PniLADELPniA,  9th  August,  1794. 
Sir: — I  have  tlie  honor  to  inclose,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  issued,  in  compli- 
ance with  your  requisition  (communicated  to  me  in  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  at  War,  dated  the  7th  instant)  for  organiz- 
ing and  holding  in  readiness  to  march,  at  a  moment's  warning, 
a  corps  of  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania,  amounting  to  Five 
thousand  and  two  hundred  non-commissioned  oflScers  and  pri- 
vates, with  a  due  proportion  of  commissioned  ofiQcers. 
I  am,  with  perfect  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed't  H'ble  Sei-v't 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


10— Vol.  IV 
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GOVERNOR  -AIIFFLIX   TO    PRESIDENT  WASniNGTON. 


PniLAJ)ELPiiiA,  I'llh  August,  1794. 

Sill : — The  Secretary  of  State  has  transmitted  to  me,  in  a 
letter  dated  the  Tth  of  August,  (but  only  received  yesterday,) 
your  Reply  to  my  letter  of  the  5t}i  instant. 

For  a  variety  of  reasons  it  might  be  desirable,  at  this  time, 
to  avoid  an  extension  of  our  correspondence  upon  the  subject 
to  which  those  letters  particularly  relate,  but  the  nature  of  the 
remarks  contained  in  j'our  reply,  and  the  sincerity  of  my  de- 
sire to  merit,  on  the  clearest  principles,  the  confidence,  which 
you  are  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  will  justify,  even  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  case,  an  attempt  to  explain  any 
ambiguity,  or  to  remove  any  prejudice  that  may  have  arisen, 
either  from  an  inaccurate  expression  or  an  accidental  miscon- 
ception of  the  sentiments  and  views,  which  I  meant  to  com- 
municate. 

That  the  course  which  1  have  suggested  as  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  the  recent  disturbances  in  the  Western  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  contemplates  the  state,  in  a  light  too  separate 
and  unconnected,  is  a  position  that!  certainly  did  not  intend 
to  sanction,  in  any  degree,  that  could  wound  your  mind  with  a 
sentiment  of  regret.  In  submitting  the  construction  of  the  facts, 
which  must  regulate  the  operation  of  the  General  Government, 
implicitly  to  your  judgment ;  in  cautiously  avoiding  any  refer- 
ence to  the  nature  of  the  evidence  from  which  those  facts  are 
collected  or  to  the  conduct  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  might  pursue  ;  in  declaring  that  I  spoke  only  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate  of  the  State,  charged  with  a  general  super- 
intendence and  care,  tiiat  its  laws  be  faithfully  executed  ;  and 
above  all,  in  giving  a  full  and  unequivocal  assurance,  that 
whatever  requisition  j^ou  may  make  ;  whatever  duty  you  may 
impose,  in  pursuance  of  your  constitutional  and  legal  powers, 
would,  on  my  part,  be  promptly  undertaken  and  faithfully  dis- 
charged. I  thought  that  I  had  manifested  the  strongest  sense 
of  my  Federal  obligations,  and  that,  so  far  from  regarding  the 
State  in  a  separate  and  unconnected  light,  I  had  expressly 
recognized  the  subjection  of  her  individual  authority  to  the 
national  jurisdiction  of  the  Union. 
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It  is  true,  however,  Sir,  that  I  have  only  spoken  as  the  ex- 
ecutive Magistrate  of  the  State  ;  but,  in  that  character  it  is  a 
high  gratification  to  find  that,  according  to  your  opinion,  like- 
wise, "  the  propriety  of  the  course  which  I  suggested,  would, 
in  most,  if  not  in  all  respects,  be  susceptible  of  little  question." 
Permit  me,  then,  to  ask,  in  what  other  character  could  I  have 
spoken,  or  what  other  language  did  the  occasion  require  to  be 
employed  '(.  If  the  co-operation  of  the  Government  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was  the  object  of  our  conference,  your  constitutional 
requisition  as  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  and  my  official  com- 
pliance as  the  Executive  of  the  State,  would  indubitably  ensure 
it ;  but,  if  a  preliminary,  a  separate,  an  unconnected  conduct 
was  expected  to  be  pursued  by  the  Executive  Magistrate  of 
Pennsylvania,  his  separate  and  unconnected  power  and  dis- 
cretion must  furnish  the  rule  of  proceeding ;  and,  by  that  rule, 
agreeably  to  the  admission  which  I  have  cited,  "the  propriety 
of  my  course  would,  in  most,  if  not  in  all  respects,  be  suscep- 
tible of  little  question."  It  must,  therefore,  in  justice,  be  re- 
membered, that  a  principal  point  in  our  conference,  related  to 
the  expediency  of  my  adopting,  independent  of  the  General 
Government,  a  preliminary  measure  (as  it  Avas  then  termed) 
under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  was  passed  on  the  2'2d  of  September,  1783,  and 
which  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  thought  to  be 
in  force ;  but  which  had,  in  fact,  been  repealed  on  the  llth  of 
April,  1793. 

Upon  the  strictest  idea  of  co-operative  measures,  however, 
I  do  not  conceive.  Sir,  that  any  other  plan  could  have  been 
suggested  consistently  with  the  powers  of  the  Executive  Mag- 
istrate of  Pennsylvania,  or  with  a  reasonable  attention,  on  my 
part,  to  a  systematic  and  energetic  course  of  proceeding.  The 
complicated  nature  of  the  outrage  which  was  committed  upon 
the  public  peace,  gave  a  jurisdiction  to  both  Governments,  but 
in  the  mode  of  prosecuting,  or  in  the  degree  of  punishing  the 
offenders  that  circumstance  could  not,  I  apprehend,  alter  or 
enlarge  the  powers  of  either.  The  State  (as  I  observed  in  my 
last  letter)  could  only  exert  itself  in  executing  the  laws  or 
maintaining  the  authority  of  the  Union,  by  the  same  means 
which  she  employed  to  execute  and  maintain  her  more  pecu- 
liarly municipal  laws  and  authority,  and  hence  I  inferred,  and 
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still  venture  to  infer,  that,  if  the  course  which  1  have  suggested 
is  the  same  that  would  have  been  pursued,  had  the  Riot  been 
unconnected  with*the  system  of  Federal  policy,  its  propriety 
cannot  be  rendered  questionable,  merely  by  taking  into  our 
view  (what  I  have  never  ceased  to  contemplate)  the  existence 
of  a  Federal  Government,  Federal  laws.  Federal  Judiciary  and 
Federal  officers.  But  would  it  have  been  thought  more  con- 
sonant with  the  principles  of  co-operation,  had  I  issued  orders 
for  an  immediate,  a  separate  and  an  unconnected  call  of  the 
Militia,  under  the  special  authority  which  was  supposed  to  be 
given  by  a  law  or  under  the  general  authority  which  may  be 
presumed  to  result  from  the  Constitution  ?  Let  it  be  consid- 
ered that  you  had  already  determined  to  exercise  your  legal 
powers  in  drafting  a  competent  force  of  the  Militia,  and  it 
will  be  allowed,  that  if  I  had  undertaken,  not  only  to 
comply  promptly  with  your  requisition,  but  to  embody  a  dis- 
tinct corps  for  the  same  service,  an  useless'  expense  would 
have  been  incurred  by  tlie  State,  an  unnecessary  burthen 
would  have  been  imposed  on  the  citizens,  and  embarrassment 
and  confusion  would,  probably,  have  been  introduced  instead 
of  system  and  co-operation.  Regarding  it  in  this  point  of 
light,  indeed  it  may  be  natural  to  think,  that  in  the  Judiciary, 
as  well  as  the  JNIilitary  Department,  the  subject  should  be  left 
entirely  to  the  management,  either  of  the  State  or  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  for  "the  very  important  diflference  which 
is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  nature  and  consequences  of  the 
ofireuses  that  have  been  committed  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  those  of  Pennsylvania,"  must, 
otherw*8e,  destroy  that  uniformity  in  the  distinction  of  crimes 
and  the  apportionment  of  punishments  which  has  always  been 
deemed  essential  to  a  due  administration  of  justice. 

But  let  me  not,  Sir,  be  again  misunderstood.  I  do  not 
mean,  by  these  observations,  to  intimate  an  opinion  or  to  ex- 
press a  wish,  that  "the  care  of  vindicating  the  authority  or  of 
enforcing  the  laws  of  the  Union,  should  be  transferred  from 
the  officers  of  the  General  Government  to  those  of  the  State;" 
nor,  after  expressly  avowing  that  I  had  cautiously  avoided  any 
reference  to  the  conduct  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  might  pursue  on  this  important  occasion,  did  I  think  an 
opportunity  could  be  found  to  infer,  that  I  was  desirous  of  im- 
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posing  a  suspension  of  your  proceedings,  for  the  purpose  of 
waiting  the  issue  of  the  process,  which  I  designed  to  pursue- 
If,  indeed,  "the  Government  of  tlie  United  States  was  at  that 
point,  where,  it  was  admitted,  if  the  Government  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was  the  employment  of  force  hy  its  authority  would  be 
justifiable,"  I  am  persuaded,  that,  on  mature  consideration, 
you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  suppose  that  I  meant  to  condemn 
or  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  those  measures  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government,  which,  in  the  same  circumstances,  I 
would  have  approved  and  promoted  on  the  part  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  extracts  that  are  introduced  into  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  order  to  support  that  inierence,  can  only 
be  justly  applied  to  the  case  which  was  immediately  in  con- 
templation, the  case  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whcse  Ju- 
diciary authority  had  not  then,  in  my  opinion,  been  sufficiently 
tried  ;  they  ought  not,  surely,  to  be  applied  to  a  case  which  I 
had  cautiously  excluded  from  my  view,  the  case  of  the  United 
States,  whoso  Judiciar}^  authority  had,  in  your  opinion,  proved 
inadequate  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  preservation 
of  order.  And  if  they  shall  be  thus  limited  to  their  proper 
object,  the  justice  and  force  of  the  argument  which  flows  from 
them,  can  never  be  successfully  controverted  or  denied.  While 
you,  Sir,  were  treading  in  the  plain  path  designated  by  a  posi- 
tive law,  with  no  other  care  than  to  preserve  the  forms  which 
the  Legislature  had  prescribed,  and  relieved  from  the  weight 
of  responsibilit}',  by  the  legal  operation  of  a  Judge's  certifi- 
cate, I  was  called  upon  to  act,  not  in  conformity  to  a  positive 
law,  but  in  compliance  with  the  dut}''  which  is  supposed  tore- 
suit  from  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  Executive  Office. 

The  Legislature  had  prescribed  no  forms  to  regulate  my 
course  ;  no  certificate  to  inform  my  judgment  ;  every  step 
must  be  dictated  by  my  own  discretion,  and  every  errc^r  of 
construction  or  conduct,  would  be  charged  on  my  own  char- 
acter. Hence,  arose  an  essential  difierence  in  our  situations,' 
and,  I  am  confident,  that,  on  this  ground  alone,  you  will  per- 
ceive a  sufficient  motive  for  my  considering  the  objection,  in 
point  of  law,  to  forbear  the  use  of  Military  force,  till  the  Judi- 
ciary authority  has  been  tried,  as  well  as  the  probable  effects, 
in  point  of  policy,  which  that  awful  appeal  might  produce. 

For,  Sir,  it  is  certain,  that  at  the  time  of  our  conference, 
there  was  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  incompetency  of  the 


152  Px\PERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

Judicial  authority  of  Pennsylvania,  to  vindicate  the  violated 
laws.  I,  therefore,  could  not,  as  Executive  Magistrate,  pro- 
ceed upon  a  Military  plan  ;  but,  actuated  bj'  the  genuine  spirit 
of  co-operation,  'not  by  a  desire  to  sully  the  dignity  or  to 
alienate  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  I  still  hoped 
and  expected  to  be  able  on  this,  as  on  former  occasions,  to 
support  the  laws  of  the  Union,  nr  to  punish  the  violaters  of 
them  b}^  an  exertion  of  the  civil  authority  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment, the  State  Judiciary  and  the  State  officers.  This  hope 
pron)i)ted  the  conciliatory  course,  which  I  determined  to  pur- 
sue, and  which,  so  far  as  respects  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners, you  have  been  pleased  to  incorporate  with  your 
plan.  And  if,  after  all,  the  purposes  of  justice  could  be  at- 
tained, obedience  to  the  laws  could  be  restored,  and  the  hor- 
rors of  a  civil  war  could  be  averted,  by  the  auxiliary  inter- 
vention of  the  State  Government,  1  am  persuaded,  you  will 
join  me  in  thinking,  that  the  idea  of  placing  the  State  in  a 
separate  and  unconnected  point  of  view,  and  the  idea  of  mak- 
ing a  transfer  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  are 
not  sufficiently  clear  or  cogent  to  supersede  such  momentous 
considerations. 

Having  thus,  generally,  explained  the  principles  contained 
in  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  permit  me  (without  adverting 
to  the  material  change  that  has  since  occurred  in  the  State,  of 
our  information  relatively  to  the  Riots,  and  which  is  calculated 
to  produce  a  corresponding  change  of  sentiment  and  conduct,) 
to  remark,  that  many  of  the  facts  that  are  mentioned  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  order  to  shew  that  the  Judiciary  au- 
thority of  the  Union,  after  a  fair  and  full  experiment,  had 
proved  incompetent  to  enforce  obedience  or  to  punish  infrac- 
tions of  the  laws  were,  before  that  communication,  totally  un- 
known to  me.  But  still,  if  it  shall  not  be  deemed  a  deviation 
from  the  restriction  that  I  have  determined  to  impose  upon  mj'^ 
correspondence,  I  would  offer  some  doubts  which  in  that  re- 
spect occurred  to  my  mind,  on  the  evidence,  as  it  appeared  at 
the  time  of  our  conference.  When  I  found  that  the  Marshal 
had,  without  molestation,  executed  his  office  in  the  county  of 
Fayette,  that  he  was  never  insulted  or  opposed,  till  he  acted  in 
company  with  Gen'l  Nevill,  and  that  the  virulence  of  the 
Rioters  was  directly  manifested  against  the  person  and  prop- 
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erty  of  the  latter  gentleman,  and  only  incidentally  against  the 
person  of  the  former,  1  thought  there  was  ground  yet  to  sup- 
pose (and  as  long  as  it  was  reasonable,  I  wished  to  suppose) 
that  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  ofBcers  employed  under  the 
Excise  law,  and  not  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  officers  employed 
in  the  administration  of  justice  was  the  immediate  source  of  the 
outrages  which  we  deprecate.  It  is  true  that  these  sources  of 
opposition  are  equally  reprehensible,  and  that  their  effects  are 
alike  unlawful,  but  on  a  question  respecting  the  power  of  the 
judiciary  authority  to  enforce  obedience  or  to  punish  infrac- 
tions of  the  law,  it  seems  to  be  material  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  cases  alluded  to  and  to  ascertain,  with  precision, 
the  motives  and  the  object  of  the  Rioters. 

Again:  As  the  Associate  Judge  had  not,  at  that  time, 
issued  his  certificate,  it  was  proper  to  scrutinize,  with  strict 
attention,  the  nature  of  evidence  on  which  an  act  of  Govern- 
ment was  to  be  founded.  The  constitution  of  the  Union,  as 
well  as  of  the  State,  had  cautiously  provided,  even  in  the  case 
of  an  individual,  that  "no  warrant  should  issue  but  upon  prob?. 
ble  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things 
to  be  seized."  And  a  much  higher  degree  of  caution  might 
reasonably  be  excercised  in  a  case  that  involved  a  numerous 
body  of  citizens  in  the  imputation  of  Treason  or  Felony,  and 
required  a  substitution  of  the  Military  for  the  Judicial  instru- 
ments of  coercion.  The  only  affidavits  that  I  recollect  to  have 
appeared  at  the  time  of  our  conference,  were  those  containing 
the  hearsay  of  Colo.  Menges  and  the  vague  narrative  of  the  Post 
Rider.  The  letters  that  had  been  received  from  a  variety  of 
respectable  citizens,  not  being  written  under  the  sanction  of 
an  oath  or  affirmation  could  not  acquire  the  legal  force  and  va- 
lidity of  evidence  from  a  mere  authentication  of  the  signatures 
of  the  respective  writers.  Under  such  circumstances  doubts 
arose,  not  whether  the  means  which  the  laws  prescribe  for 
effectuating  their  own  execution  should  be  exerted,  but  whether 
the  existence  of  a  specific  case,  to  which  specific  means  of 
redress  were  appropriated  by  the  laws,  had  been  legally  estab- 
lished ;  not  whether  the  laws,  the  Constitution,  the  Govern- 
ment, the  principles  of  social  order,  and  the  bulwarks  of  private 
right  and  security,  should  be  sacrificed,  but  whether  the  plan 
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proposed,  was  the  best  calculated  to  preserve  those  inestimable 
blessings  :  and  recollecting'  a  declaration,  which  was  made  in 
your  presence,  "that  it  would  not  be  enough  for  a  Military 
force  to  disperse  the  insurgents,  and  to  restore  matters  totbe 
situation  in  which  they  were  two  or  three  weeks  before  the 
Riots  were  committed,  but  that  the  force  must  be  continued  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue,  and 
securing  a  perfect  acquiescence  in  the  obnoxious  law."  I  con- 
fess, Sir,  the  motives  to  caution  and  deliberation  strike  my 
mind  with  accumulated  force.  I  hope,  however,  that  it  will 
never  seriously  be  contended,  that  a  military  force  ought  now 
to  be  raised  with  any  other  view  but  to  suppress  the  Rioters  ; 
or  that,  if  raised  with  that  view,  it  ought  to  be  employed  for 
any  other.  The  dispersion  of  the  Insurgents  is,  indeed,  obvi- 
ously the  sole  object  for  which  the  Act  of  Congress  has  author- 
ized the  use  of  the  Military  force  on  occasions  like  the  present; 
for,  with  a  generous  and  laudable  precaution,  it  expressly  pro- 
vides that  even  before  that  force  may  be  called  forth,  a  procla- 
mation shall  be  issued  commanding  the  Insurgents  to  disperse, 
and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes,  within  a  lim- 
ited time. 

But  the  force  of  these  topics  I  again  refer  implicitly  to  your 
decision,  convinced.  Sir,  that  the  Goodness  of  your  intentions 
now,  not  less  than  heretofore,  merits  an  affectionate  supportfrom 
every  description  of  your  Fellow  Citizens,  For  my  own  part, 
I  derive  a  confidence  from  the  heartfelt  integrity  of  my  views, 
the  sincerity  of  my  professions,  which  renders  me  invulnerable 
by  any  insinuation  of  practising  a  sinister  or  deceitful  policy. 

I  pretend  not  to  infallibility  in  the  exercise  of  mj  private 
judgment  or  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  functions,  but  in 
the  ardor  of  my  attachment  and  in  the  fidelity  of  my  services 
to  our  common  country,  I  feel  no  limitation,  and  your  Excel- 
lency, therefore,  may  justly  be  assured  that  in  every  way  which 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  Pennsylvania  shall 
authorize,  and  present  or  future  exigencies  may  require,  you 
will  receive  my  most  cordial  aid  and  support. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obed.  Serv., 

TIIOxMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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ORDERS  OF  GOV.  THOMAS  S.  LEE  OF  MARYLAND. 


By  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Mllilia  of  the  Stale  of  Mary- 
land : 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Whereas,  By  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  jDresideut  of  the 
United  States,  and  dated  at  Philadelphia  on  the  7th  day  of 
August,  1794,  it  appears  that  combinations  to  defeat  the  exe- 
cution of  certain  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  have,  for 
some  time  past,  existed  in  some  of  the  western  parts  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  combinations,  proceeding  at 
length  to  open  insurrection,  have  produced  several  acts  of  out- 
rage and  violence,  not  only  against  the  officers  charged  with 
the  execution  of  those  laws,  but  also  against  such  other  per- 
sons as,  under  the  dictates  of  conscience,  or  a  sense  of  obliga- 
tion, have  either  aided  in  the  execution  or  acquiesced  in  the 
operation  of  the  said  laws  : 

And  whereas,  By  the  second  section  of  a  law  of  congress, 
recited  in  the  aforesaid  proclamation,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  authorized  in  certain  cases  and  under  certain 
restrictions,  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union  and  suppress  insurrections  ;  and  the  president  having, 
as  it  appears  by  the  said  proclamation,  determined  to  employ 
the  means  so  intrusted  to  him  for  enforcing  obedience  to  the 
said  laws  ;  and  having,  through  the  secretary  for  the  depart- 
ment of  war,  issued  his  requisition  for  organizing  and  holding 
in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  a  corps  of  the 
militia  of  this  State,  amounting  to  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  with  a  due 
proportion  of  commissioned  officers,  which  requisition,  made 
to  me  in  quality  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  Mary- 
land, it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  comply  with  and  to  bring  to 
eflect.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  issue  the  follow- 
ing orders : 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments  and  those 
of  the  extra  battalions  of  militia  shall,  immediately  on  receipt 
of  these  orders,  proceed  to  enroll,  from  each  regiment,  two 
sergeants,  two   corporals,   and   forty-one  privates  ;   and   from 
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each  extra  battalion,  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  and  twenty 
privates,  to  be  held  in  constant  readiness  for  marching  at  a 
moment's  warning  to  the  places  of  rendezvous  hereafter  to  be 
prescribed  ;  the  said  enrolments  to  be  made  in  the  first  place 
of  such  as  may  voluntarily  offer  their  services,  and  completed 
(if  any  shall  be  still  wanting)  by  a  draught,  to  be  made  by  lot 
from  among  the  whole  remaining  number  belonging  to  the 
regiment  or  battalion  in  which  are  comprehended,  not  only 
those  persons  who  shall  actually  have  attached  themselves  to 
particular  companies,  but  likewise  all  who,  by  the  prescrip- 
tions of  the  law  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  militia  of 
this  State,  are  liable  to  be  enrolled,  and  those  who,  although 
enrolled  in  corps  of  cavalry  or  artillery,  shall  not  voluntarily 
offer  themselves  as  dragoons  or  artillerists  for  the  present  ser- 
vice : 

And  whereas,  A  certain  proportion  of  the  body  of  militia 
so  required  is,  by  direction  of  the  president,  signified  as  afore- 
said through  the  secretary  of  war,  to  be  composed  of  cavalry 
and  artillery,  neither  of  which  are  necessarily  attached  to  the 
regiments  of  infantry,  the  several  brigadier  generals  of  the 
militia  shall,  on  the  receipt  of  these  orders,  call  on  the  persons 
commanding  troops  of  cavalry,  and  companies  of  artillery, 
within  their  districts,  to  make  return  to  them,  without  dclaj^ 
of  their  respective  commands,  in  point  of  number  and  equip- 
ment, distinguishing  such  as  shall  voluntarily  desire  to  be  en- 
rolled for  this  service,  and  the  commanders  of  such  corps  in 
the  districts  for  which  there  are  hitherto  no  brigadiers  com- 
missioned, shall  make  similar  returns  to  the  lieutenant  colonel 
commandant  of  infantry  most  convenient  to  them  ;  and  the 
Beveral  commanders  of  regiments  shall,  under  the  direction  of 
their  brigadiers,  be  active  in  ascertaining  the  number  and 
names  of  such  persons  not  hitherto  enrolled  in  cavalry  or  ar- 
tillery, as  may  be  disposed  to  serve  in  either. 

Difficult  as  the  task  may  be  of  making  so  sudden  a  draught 
from  a  militia  so  recently,  and  as  yet  so  incompletely  organ- 
ized, I  expect,  from  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  accepted  of  commands  in  it,  that  the  difficulties  that 
may  occur  will  in  no  instance  prevent  this  requisition  from  be- 
ing substantially  complied  with.  Copies  of  the  enrollments  of 
infantry,  by  the  field  officers,  and  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  by  the 
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brigadiers,  or  superior  ofiScers  of  districts,  are  hereby  strictly 
ordered  to  be  made  to  me  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  or  before 
the  sixth  day  of  September  next. 

Given  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  this  fourteenth  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1791. 

THOMAS  S.  LEE. 


GEN.  GIBSON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


Carlislf.,  August,  lith,  1791. 

I  arrived  here  last  night,  having  met  on  my  way  down  to 
this  place  Judge  Yeates  and  Mr.  Bradford  ten  miles  east  of 
Bedford  on  Tuesday  last,  in  the  morning,  and  judge  M'Kean 
and  Gen'l  Irwin  near  to  Littleton,  the  same  day  in  the  evening. 
On  my  arrival  at  Greensburg  I  found  a  number  of  people  as- 
sembled to  Choose  delegates  to  attend  the  General  Meeting  to 
be  held  this  day.  On  my  allightingat  a  tavern  they  surround- 
ed the  house  and  ordered  me  to  quit  the  town  in  half  an  hour  or 
I  must  abide  the  consequences.  I  them  came  to  Gen'l  Jack's 
and  remained  the  remainder  of  the  day  with  him.  I  am  much 
afraid,  from  the  present  disposition  of  tlie  people,  nothing 
Good  will  result  from  the  present  meeting.  Gen'l  Jack  assures 
me,  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland  the  people  have  made 
choice  of  the  most  violent  men  to  represent  them  at  the  Gen'l 
Meeting,  and  that  nothing  less  than  the  repeal  of  the  Excise 
Law  will  Satisfy  tiiera.  I  wish  they  may  even  treat  the  com- 
missioners with  common  decency.  I  shall  remain  here  until 
the  return  of  the  next  post  frora  pitsburg,  as  I  have  left  Mrs. 
Gibson  and  the  family  there.  Should  any  Violent  measures  be 
adopted  by  the  Gen'l  Meeting  she  will  leave  that  place,  and  I 
shall  return  to  meet  her.  Inclosed  is  the  Resolves  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  their  passport  to  me. 

Should  any  thing  offer  in  which  I  can  serve  my  Country,  at 
the  Risque  of  my  Life  or  Fortune,  I  hope  yonr  Excellency 
will  command  me. 

I  have  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  serv't, 

JNO.  GIBSON. 
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RESOLVES  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  PITTSBURGH,  RE- 
SPECTING GEN.  GIBSON  AND  COL.  NEVILLE. 


At  a  raeetiog  of  the  Committee  (of  twenty-one)  of  the  Town 
of  Pittsburgh,  on  Monday  morning,  4th  Aug't,  1794,  Report 
was  made  to  them  by  the  Committee  of  four,  who  were  a  part 
of  the  committee  of  Battallions  on  Braddock's  fields,  the  2d 
Inst.,  Vizt :  That  in  Committee  on  Braddock's  fields,  it  was 
stated  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  four,  that  the  three  pre- 
scribed persons  of  the  Town  of  Pittsburgh,  Vizt :  Abraham 
Kirkpatrick,  James  Brison  and  Edward  Day  were  expelled  the 
Town  and  had  disappeared. 

It  was  then  taken  into  view  what  other  persons  were  obnoxi- 
ous, as  being  suspected  of  being  friendly  to  the  Excise 
Law,  as  might  appear  from  letters  by  them  written  or  other- 
wise ;  and  on  certain  letters  being  read  which  had  been  inter- 
cepted in  the  Mail  from  Pittsburgh  to  Philadelphia,  vizt :  one 
from  Colo.  Presly  Neville*  to  his  father,  containing  in  a  certain 
paragraph,  words  unfavorable  to  the  opposers  of  the  Excise 
Law,  tho'  no  persons  in  particular  were  named  ;  but  this  being 
considered  a  sufficient  evidence  of  his  enmity  to  the  cause,  it 
was  resolved  that  he  should  be  expelled  the  Country  within  ten 
Days. 

Also  one  letter  from  Gen'l  John  Gibson  to  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  in  certain  Paragraph  evinc'd  a  like  dis- 
position, by  a  mistatement  made  by  him  in  information,  which 
information  was  thought  not  to  be  exact,  and  which  he  had 
too  hastily  credited  ;  it  was  resolved  that  he  should  be  subject 
to  the  like  sentence,  and  that  the  committee  of  Pittsburgh 
should  carry  into  effect  these  measures,  necessary  for  the  pub- 
lic safety. 

*Presley  Neville,  son  Gen.  John  Neville,  was  born  at  Pittsburg, 
about  the  year  175G.  He  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Avhere  he  graduated  in  1775.  He  served  in  the  Revolution  as  aid 
to  Gen.  Lafayette,  and  at  the  capture  of  Charleston,  was  made  pris- 
oner. He  was  afterward  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  Militia  for  Alle- 
gheny county.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly.  Col.  Neville 
married  a  daughter  of  Gen.  Daniel  Morgan.  Was  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  Pittsburg  for  twenty-five  years.  He  died  at  Fairview,  Ohio, 
on  the  first  of  December,  1818. 
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Resolved,  iherefure,  That  notice  of  their  respective  sentences 
be  forthwith  given  to  these  persons,  and  that  they  depart  ac- 
cordingly, and  that  a  Guard  be  ordered  fcjr  each  of  them  to 
conduct  them  to  a  proper  distance. 

Resolved  also,  That  a  Copy  of  this  minute  be  given  to  each 
of  those  persons  as  a  passport  from  the  country. 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JAMES  CLOW,  Chairman, 


PASSPORT   TO   GEX.   GIBSON   BY   THE  PITTSBURGH 
COMMITTEE. 


Pittsburg,  August  4,  1794. 

This  is  to  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern.  That  the  bearer 
hereof,  Gen'l  John  Gibson,  has  been  directed  to  depart  the  coun- 
try, by  order  of  the  Committee  of  the  Battalions  of  Washington, 
Fayette.  Westmoreland  &  Allegany  counties,  assembled  on 
Braddock's  fields  the  2d  Inst.— which  sentence  the  Committee 
of  Pittsburgh  were  to  carry  into  effect,  &  to  furnish  him  with  a 
guard  to  a  proper  distance.  Let  him  therefore  pass  in  safety 
and  without  molestation. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Pittsburg, 

JAMES  CLOW,  Chairman. 


MEETING  AT  PARKINSON'S  PERRY. 


August  14,  1794. 
At  a  meeting  of  delegates  duly  elected  by  the  respective 
counties  of  Westmoreland,  Payette,  Allegheny,  Washington 
and  that  part  of  Bedford  county  lying  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountain,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  by  the  county  of  Ohio  in  Vir- 
ginia, convened  at  Parkinson's  Ferry  on  Monongahela  river, 
in  order  to  take  into  consideraticn  the  situation  of  the  AVestern 
Country. 
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Edward  Ceok  was  placed  in  the  chair,  Albert  Gallatin  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  Meeting. 

The  transactions  relative  to  the  excise  law  that  lately  took 
place  in  the  western  country  v/ere  stated  ;  Whereupon,  the 
following'  resolutions  v/ere,  after  having  been  debated  and 
amended,  adopted  by  the  meeting: 

1.  Resolved,  That  taking  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
their  respective  vicinage,  to  be  tried  for  real  or  supposed 
ofieuses,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  is  a  forced 
and  dangerous  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  ought  not 
under  any  pretense  whatever,  to  be  exercised  by  the  judicial 
authority. 

2.  That  a  standing  committee,  to  consist  of  one  member 
from  each  township,  be  appointed  for  the  purposes  hereinafter 
mentioned,  viz  :  To  draft  a  remonstrance  to  Congress  praying 
a  repeal  of  the  excise  law,  at  the  same  time  requesting  that  a 
more  equal  and  less  odious  tax  may  be  laid,  and  giving  assur. 
ance  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  that  such  tax  will  be 
cheerfully  paid  by  the  people  of  these  counties. 

To  make  and  publish  a  statement  of  the  transactions  which 
have  lately  taken  place  in  this  country  relative  to  the  excise 
law  &  of  the  causes  which  gave  rise  thereto,  and  to  make  a 
representation  to  the  President  on  the  subject. 

To  have  power  to  call  together  a  meeting  either  of  a  new 
representation  of  the  people,  or  of  the  deputies  here  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  further  measures  as  the  future 
situation  of  affairs  may  require,  and  in  case  of  any  sudden 
emergency  to  take  such  temporary  measures  as  they  may  think 
necessary. 

3.  That  we  will  exert  ourselves,  and  that  it  be  earnestly  re- 
commended to  our  fellow  citizens  to  exert  themselves  in  sup- 
port of  the  municipal  laws  of  the  respective  States,  and  es- 
pecially in  preventing  any  violence  or  outrage  against  the 
property  and  person  of  any  individual. 

4.  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  three  members  from  each 
county,  be  appointed  to  meet  any  commissioners  that  have 
been,  or  may  be  appointed  by  the  government,  and  report  the 
result  of  this  conference  to  the  standing  committee. 
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COMMITTEE    OF    CONFEHEXCE. 

Westmoreland  Couniy — John  Kirkpatrick,  George  Smith 
and  John  Powers 

Allegheny  County — Hugh  II  Brackenridge,  Thomas  More- 
ton  and  Mr.  Lucas. 

Washington — David  Bradford,  James  Marsliall,  James  Ed- 
gar. 

Fayette — Albert  Gallatin,  Edward  Cook,  James  Lang. 

Bedford  County — Herman  Husbands. 

Ohio  County,  Virginia — William  Sutherland. 

Ohio  and  Bedford  counties  not  fully  represented  at  the 
meeting*. 


GENERAL  ORDERS  OF  GOV.  LEE  OF  VIRGINIA. 


GENERAL    ORDERS. 

RicHMOXD,  August  IG,   1794. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having  required,  for  im- 
mediate service,  a  second  detachment  of  militia  from  this  com. 
monwealth,  amounting  to  three  thousand  infantry  and  three 
hundred  cavalry,  exclusive  of  commissioned  oflScers,  The 
Commander-in-Chief  directs  the  same  to  be  forthwith  appointed. 
The  several  divisions  will  furnish  this  corps  in  conformity  to 
the  detail  to  be  transmitted  from  the  Adjutant  General's  ofiSce, 
which  will  be  regulated  by  the  contiguity  of  the  divisions  to 
the  point  of  service  by  regard  to  the  protection  of  the  frontiers 
from  the  Indian  enemy,  and  by  attention  to  the  safety  of  the 
seaboard  in  case  of  sudden  war. 

Major  General  Morgan  will  command  the  detachment,  which 
is  to  be  divided  into  two  brigades,  the  first  to  be  conducted 
by  Brigadier  Darke,  the  second  by  Brigadier  Mathews. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  anticipates  the  most  honorable  tes- 
timony in  favor  of  the  Virginian  name,  from  the  piomptitude 
and  zeal  which  he  assures  himself  will  be  displayed  by  his 
brother  soldiers  on  this  deeply  interesting  occasion,  and  flat- 
ters himself  that  the  detachment  will  be  distinguished  through- 
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out  their  tour  of  dut^',  as  well  by  their  order  in  camp,  as  by 
their  gallantry  in  the  field.  The  time  and  places  of  rendezvous 
will  be  communicated  in  due  season  to  the  commanding  ofiQcer, 
and  the  troops  will  be  fully  supplied  with  arms,  camp  equip- 
age, and  all  necessary  apparatus. 

The  principles  which  determine  the  rank  of  the  general 
officers  being  established,  their  application  will  take  place  as 
soon  as  the  requisite  information  is  received,  and  the  result 
will  be  immediately  published  in  general  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  to  complete  the  settlement  of  rank,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  directs  that  a  Board  of  General  Officers 
consisting  of  Major  Gen.  Clark,  and  the  Brigadiers  Meade, 
Young,  Marshal  and  Guerrant,  assemble  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond on  the  26th  instant,  to  ascertain  the  rank  of  the  field 
officers,  on  which  day  the  Adjutant  General  is  directed  to  at- 
tend for  the  purpose  of  presenting  every  document  and  infor- 
mation in  his  possession  relating  to  the  subject. 

The  report  of  this  board  will  be  considered  definite,  and  filed 
in  the  Adjutant  General's  office. 

The  Major  Generals  and  Brigadiers  arc  requested  to  appoint 
the  Aid-de-Camps  and  Brigade  Majors  to  which  they  are  re- 
spectively entitled,  and  make  communication  thereof  to  the 
Adjutant  General,  who  is  required  to  report  the  same  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  without  delay. 

It  is  very  important  to  the  community  that  the  cavalry, 
artillery  and  light  companies  be  completed  immediately,  and 
always  held  complete.  The  Major  Generals  will  be  pleased 
never  to  lose  sight  of  this  object,  for  which  purpose  they  are 
to  require  from  their  respective  Brigades  quarterly  returns  of 
the  condition  of  the  troops  above  mentioned,  and  are  authorized 
to  pursue  any  other  measures  in  their  judgment  calculated  to 
preserve  the  same  in  full  strength  and  capacity. 

By  order  of 

HENRY  LEE, 

Commander-in-  Chief. 
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SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  GOVERXOR  MIFFLIN. 


August  2Sth,  1794. 
The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  Compliments  to  Gov- 
ernor Mifflin,  and  has  tlie  honor  to  send  him  herein  enclosed 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  Messrs.  Ross,  Yeates  &  Bradford,  dated 
at  Pittsburg,  the  17  instant,  which  has  already  been  commu. 
nicated  to  him  verbally. 


THE  UNITED   STATES  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  SEC- 
RETARY OF  STATE. 


Pittsburgh,  11th  August,  1794. 

Sir: — We  think  it  of  importance  to  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  to  you  the  present  situation  of  the  Western 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  &  to  request  some  eventual  instructions 
on  certain  points  which  are  likely  to  arise  in  the  prosecution 
of  our  mission. 

The  meeting  which  assembled  at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  on  the 
14th  instant,  is  said  to  have  been  composed  of  near  200  Mem- 
bers.    The  following  is  the  best  account  of  its  proceedings- 
that  we  have  been  able  to  collect: 

All  the  Townships  in  the  four  Counties  were  represented, 
except  four.  Herman  Husbands  &  one  Philson  attended  as 
Deputies  from  Berlin,  in  Bedford  County,  but  whether  they 
were  really  &  generally  elected  for  that  purpose  is  not  ascer- 
tained. There  was  a  feeble  and  partial  deputation  from  Ohio 
County,  in  Virginia. 

On  the  first  day  there  assembled  at  the  same  place  a  con- 
siderable Body  of  men  besides  the  Deputies,  amountino-  to 
about  200,  from  different  parts,  but  principally  from  Washing- 
ton. After  the  verification  of  their  authorities  and  the  choice 
of  their  Officers,  the  meeting  was  opened  by  a  speech  made 
by  David  Bradford,  who  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  late  dis- 
turbances, giving  high  encomiums  to  the  conduct  of  those  who 
destroyed  Genl.  Neville's  house,  and  producing  and  readino- 
the  letters  which  had  been  intercepted  when  the  Post  was 
robbed  of  the  Pittsburgh  Mail.  Some  resolutions  were  then 
suggested,  but  these  were  superseded  by  others  oftered  b}- 
11— Vol.  IV. 
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James  Marshall,  of  "Wasbington,  one  of  which  proposed  the 
erecting  a  Committee  of  Safety,  fcjr  the  purpose  of  organizing 
and  calling  forth  the  strength  of  the  Country  in  order  to  resist 
hostilities,  if  necessary.  The  phraseology  of  this  resolution 
was  softened  down  by  some  observations  made  hj  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, who  observed  that  the  word  hostilities  was  wholly  improper, 
&  that  it  was  not  right  to  exhibit  a  determination  to  resort  to 
ibrce  unless  in  their  own  defence.  The  resolve  was,  therefore, 
modelled  into  the  form  in  which  it  stands  in  the  copy  already 
transmitted  to  you,  but  its  substance  we  apprehend  to  be  the 
same,  being  intended  to  have  in  being  a  body  invested  with 
the  popular  authority  of  the  Country. 

The  meeting  having  been  informed  of  the  appointment  of 
Commissioners,  elected  a  Committee  of  12  to  confer  with  them, 
and  report  to  the  Standing  Committee  which  was  adjourned 
to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  at  Bedstone.  Some 
were  earnest  for  an  immediate  decision  &  some  for  an  adjourn- 
ment to  an  early  day.  But  Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  it  was 
plain,  the  Executive  could  give  them  no  relief — that  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  repeal  or  even  suspend  the  excise  acts,  &  that 
their  policy  was  to  gain  time  and  protract  the  business  until 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  then  endeavour  to  obtain  a  re- 
peal of  the  acts.  After  the  resolves  were  agreed  on,  the 
Proclamations  of  the  President  &  of  the  Governor  were  men- 
tioned, and  it  was  proposed  that  the  Secretary  should  read 
them,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Some  pause  ensued,  when 
a  member  rose  and  said  that  Proclamations  could  kill  nobody, 
&,  as  their  business  was  done  he  thought  it  best  to  go  home. 

This  was  accordingly  agreed  to,  «fc  the  meeting  broke  up  on 
the  15  about  2  o'Clock.  The  Committee  of  conference  agreed 
to  meet  the  Commissioners  at  this  place  on  Wednesday  next. 

Prom  the  information  we  could  collect  there  appears  to  us 
to  have  been  three  parties  at  that  meeting,  One  which  was  at 
that  time  disposed  to  renounce  all  connection  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, &  to  maintain  the  present  opposition  by  violence, 
without  further  appeals  to  Congress.  This  was  not  very  nu- 
merous nor  open  ;  but  one  John  Corbb^  a  baptist  Preacher, 
openly  declared  to  the  meeting  that  it  was  too  humiliating  to 
ofTer  any  further  petitions  or  remonstrances  to  Congress,  & 
objected  to  the  resolve  on  that  subject.     A   second  party  are 
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disposed  to  remain  a  part  of  the  union,  but  at  the  same  time 
to  resist  at  all  hazards  the  execution  of  the  excise  actt?.  These 
were  numerous  and  violent,  &  evidently  overawed  t!ie  third  or 
moderate  party,  which  consisted  of  men  of  property,  who, 
whatever  might  be  their  opinions  of  the  excise,  are  disposed 
to  submit  to  the  national  will  rather  than  hazard  the  convul- 
sions of  a  civil  contest.  The  threats  which  have  been  ex- 
jjressed  against  all  who  countenance  the  excise,  the  banishment 
of  some  reputable  citizens  on  that  account,  &  the  destruction 
of  property,  have  produced  an  apparent  unanimity  of  senti- 
ment. "We  know,  with  certainty,  that  many  reputable  citizens 
have  been  obliged  to  turn  hypocrites,  &  even  to  appear  as  the 
leaders  of  these  enragees.  The  Civil  authority  affords  them 
no  protection,  &  as  the}^  dare  not  trust  each  other  Ihey  have 
no  point  where  the^'  can  rally  in  their  own  defence.  Although 
a  real  majority  (as  we  believe)  of  the  meeting  consisted  of 
this  Class  of  men,  they  did  not  dare  to  exert  their  influence, 
nor  even  venture  to  move  lor  tlie  recall  of  those  whom  the  vio- 
lent party  had  banished,  altho'  this  was  a  matter  they  had 
much  at  heart.  One  of  them  had  prepared  a  remonstrance  de- 
manding a  repeal  of  the  excise  act,  an  act  of  oblivion,  &  a 
suspension  of  all  measures  of  coercion  until  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress was  known,  as  the  mf>st  moderate  measure  that  could 
have  been  carried.  The  coming  of  the  Commissioners  pre- 
vented this  from  being  offered. 

We  have  same  reason  to  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  12  consist  of  men  of  this  description.  They  will 
not,  therefore,  dare  to  express  their  real  opinions,  &  vv'e  think 
they  will  not  give  any  opinion  to  us,  alledging  that  all  they 
have  to  do  is  to  hear  &  report.  It  is  possible  that  even  the 
Standing  Committee  may  treat  it  in  the  same  way,  &  refer  the 
determination  to  a  general  meeting  to  be  called  in  October  or 
November.  Mr.  Gallatin's  opinion,  already  mentioned,  points 
to  this  policy.  We  shall  endeavour  to  press  on  the  Committee 
of  conference,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  necessity  of  an 
immediate  decision,  &  that  they  must  call  on  the  Standing 
Committee  instantly,  if  they  will  not  decide  themselves. 

AVe  have  great  doubts  whether  we  ought  to  stay  in  this 
country  after  the  1st  September,  or  confer  with  any  bodies  as- 
sembled in  this  manner  alter  that  day.     But  at  the  same  time 
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il  the  Committee  should  dei!y  their  power  to  call  the  body,  or 
refuse  to  do  it,  we  wish  to  be  instructed  wlicther  wc  ought  to 
wait  the  meeting  on  the  2d  September. 

"We  have  it  in  comtemplation  to  declare  to  the  Committee 
that  if  they  will  not  decide  we  will  call  county  meetings  & 
take  the  collective  sense  of  the  people  for  ourselves.  We  can 
hold  our  resolution  of  leaving  the  Country  in  suspense  until 
the  1st  September,  before  which  day  an  Express  may  reach  us. 
Wc  consider  our  movement  under  these  circumstances  as  an 
important  &  delicate  one,  &  beg  clear  &  delinite  instructions 

Our  opinion  at  present  ii;,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  procure, 
by  any  conciliatory  means,  a  determination  to  acquiesce  in  the 
execution  of  the  excise  acts;  and  that  in  the  present  disposi- 
tion of  the  people  nothing  short  of  the  repeal  of  them,  accom- 
panied by  a  general  amuest}'  &  act  of  oblivion,  will  satisfy 
them.  We  see  not  any  prospect  of  inforcing  the  execution  of 
the  laws  but  by  the  physical  strength  of  the  nation.  But  no 
possible  exertions  on  our  parts  to  prevent  the  calamity  of  a 
civil  contest  shall  be  spared. 

The  Proclamations  seemed  to  excite  neither  indignation  nor 
■surprise.  The  insurgents  had  contemplated  the  measure,  as  a 
thing  of  course ;  and  even  so  eaily  as  the  meeting  at  Brad - 
dock's  field  conversed  on  the  subject,  and  ventured  to  predict 
that  Gen'l  Morgan  would  command  the  militia  that  should  be 
•sent. 

It  is  very  probable  that  it  will  be  every  day  more  &;  more 
aiecessary  to  have  the  means  of  a  speedy  &  safe  communica- 
tion with  the  seat  of  Government.  We,  therefore,  take  the 
liberty  of  suggesting  the  propriety  of  keeping  relaj'  horses — 
one  at  this  place,  one  at  Bedford,  one  at  Carlisle  &  one  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia.  Under  these  impressions  we  have  di- 
rected the  purchase  of  a  horse  at  Bedford,  which  we  will  either 
sell  on  our  return  or  dispose  of  to  the  Quarter  Master. 

^Ve  beg  that  the  public  prints  may  be  transmitted  to  us  by 
the  Post,  or  other  safe  conveyance,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  Obed't  &  hum.  Servants, 

JAMES  ROSS, 
J.  YEATES, 
WM.  BRADFORD. 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  16^ 


GEN.  WM.  IRVINE^:^  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Pittsburgh,  Aug't  lltii.  1794. 

Dear  Sir: — 1  had  no  opportunity  before  this,  by  nn  express, 
of  th6  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Union,  to  acknowledge 
tlie  receipt  of  jouv  favor  of  the  7th.  It  did  not  come  to  hand 
til  the  11th,  about  an  hour  before  the  Chief  Justice  arrived  at 
Carlisle.  It  suited  me  extremely  ill  to  come  on  this  business  ; 
indeed  I  was  really  unwell  ;  it  will  interfere  jnuch  with  my 
private  concerns,  as  well  as  in  a  matter  blended  v/ith  public 
affairs.  The  Excise  is  odious  in  Cumberland  and  MiiHin 
Counties  ;  many  persons  there  will  take  ofi'ence,  or  at  least 
make  use  to  m^'  prejudice  of  my  accepting  this  mission,  but  I 
make  a  rule  of  doing  what  I  think  right,  and  trust  to  events 
for  consequences. 

As  we  have  but  this  moment  got  hero,  I  cannot  give  you 
much  news  ;  not  a  word  can  be  yet  said  officially.  The  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  Union,  or  some  person  ibr  them, 
I  iiijdcrstand,  have  forwarded  a  Copy  of  the  resolutions  entered 


*  "William  Ir.viNE  \vas  borne  at  i'ermagh,  Ireland,  Novembers, 
1741.  Educated  at  the  University  of  Dublin,  bo  studied  medicine,  and 
was  sometime  surgeon  in  tlie  English  Navj'.  After  the  peace  cf  17G3  ho 
removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  settled  at  Carlisle.  He  was  a  member 
from  Cumberland  county  of  the  Convention  which  met  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  15th  of  July,  1774,  and  recommended  a  gen.eral  Congress. 
Ho  was  a  representative  in  the  succeeding  conferencesof  the  Province. 
In  177G  ho  raised  and  commanded  the  Sixth  Penn'a  regiment,  and  was 
cajitured  at  Trois  Ei  vieres,  Canada.  On  the  3d  of  August  was  released 
ou  parole;  exchanged  May  G,  1778.  The  same  year  he  was  appointed 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Penn"a  regiment,  and  tlie  12ih  of  May,  1779,  a 
brigadier  general.  He  .served  under  Wa3^le  during  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing year.  In  the  autumn  of  17S1  l:e  was  stationed  at  Fort  Pitt,  in- 
trusted with  the  defence  of  the  north-western  frontier.  In  17S4  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  council  of  censors.  In  1785  he  wasai:>point 
ed  bj'  the  president  of  Penn'a  an  agent  to  examine  the  public  lands  of 
the  State,  and  suggested  the  purchase  of  the  "Triangle,"  thus  giving  to 
Penn'a  an  outlet  upon  Lake  Erie.  He  was  member  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress of  178G-S,  and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1700.  In  1794 
Gov.  Mifllin  appointed  him,  with  chief  justice  McKean,  a  commissioner 
to  go  to  the  Western  counties.  He  served  as  member  of  Congre^-s  from 
179:j  to  1795.  He  was  president  of  the  Penn'a  Society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati.    He  died  at  Philadelphia  on  the  29th  of  Juh',  1804. 
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in.  Oil  the  14th  to  the  President,  which  was  the  only  one  that 
was  to  be  got.  One  of  these  are  to  appoint  a  Committee  to 
meet  the  Commissioners  here  on  Wednesday  next. 

I  much  dred  nothing  can  be  done  ;  the  1st  of  September  is 
too  short  a  time  ;  if  a  suspension  of  the  law,  or  of  the  execution 
of  it  could  be  granted,  or  even  connived  at  by  the  Executive 
til  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  thing  might  possibly  be  man- 
aged, but  I  can  not  say  positively,  3^et  think  it  might ;  the  Idea 
of  a  civil  war  is  drcadfull,  and  1  fear  things  are  gone  too  far. 
The  law  will  not  be  submitted  to  in  the  time  limitted,  but  time 
might  do  wonders  ;  what  think  you  of  some  such  modification 
or  alternative  as  this  ?  The  United  States  to  estimate  the  neat 
proceeds  annually  of  the  Excise  exported  from  the  State  or 
district,  the  State  to  make  provision  for  paj'ing  it  to  the  Union 
regularly,  and  lev}-  such  tax  to  raise  it  as  will  be  more  agree- 
able to  the  Citizens  than  Excise.  Excuse  this  very  hasty  scroll 
and  confused  hints. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yourt-, 

WM.  IRVINE/ 

1  can  not  imagine  what  the  genLlcmen  sent  an  express  for, 
unless  for  new  instructions.     They  have    not   communicated 
any  thing  to  us  yet  of  their  views  or  plans. 
To  Alex.  J.   Dallas,  Esq 


JOHN  WILKIXS  TO  GEN.  WILLIAM  IRVINE. 


PiTTSBUKcn,  AvgH  10,  1T91. 

Dlar  Sir.: — 1  here  give  you  a  true  statement,  as  far  as  it 
came  within  my  knowledge,  of  the  assembling  of  people  on 
Braddock's  Fields  on  Friday,  the  first  inst..  and  their  march 
through  this  place  on  Saturday,  the  2d  inst. 

In  the  begmnijig  of  that  week,  we  were  informed  that  the 
Pittsburgh  Mail  had  been  taken  from  the  Post,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  letters  found  therein.  Expresses  were  riding  through 
all  the  Four  Cour.ticF,  warning  the  men  to  turn  out  with  their 
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arms,  and  to  appear  on  Braddock's  Fields,  Friday,  at  one 
o'clock,  under  the  penalty  of  iiavi;)j^  their  property  destroyed 
by  fire. 

That  day  were  to  inarch  from  thence  to  Pittsburgh,  (or 
Sodom,  as  they  called  the  Town,)  and  destroy  it  by  fire,  as 
also  to  take  the  Garrison.  This  news  we  repeatedly  heard, 
but  at  length  some  of  their  particular  friends,  as  was  sup- 
posed, came  into  Town  and  give  certain  intelligence,  rtiat  the 
intention  of  the  people  was  to  destro}'  all  the  Town,  without 
respect  to  persons  or  property. 

In  consequence  of  which,  a  Town  meeting  was  called,  to 
consult  on  what  measures  were  to  be  taken  on  this  alarming 
crisis.  Thursday  evening  and  the  Court  House,  were  the  time 
and  place  appointed. 

*  *  *  Just  as  the  people  were  meeting  at  the  Court 
House,  lour  gentlemen  arrived  in  Town  from  Washington  Co. 
Supposing  they  were  come  with  some  dispatcnes  or  accounts 
from  the  people,  we  appointed  three  gentlemen  to  wait  on 
them  ;  after  some  time,  the  three  returned  and  informed  us, 
that  those  four  gentlemen  from  Washington  Co.  had  been  sent 
by  the  people  to  offer  us  proposals,  which  were,  that  we  im- 
mediately banish  Major  Kirkpatrick,  Mr.  Bryso;i,  Major  But- 
ler, and  a  certain  Pay,  and  to  march  to  Braddock's  Fields  in 
the  morning,  and  join  the  arm}'  which  v/as  to  assemble  there, 
otherwise  our  town  must  be  consumed.  These  were  the  terms  ; 
the  four  gentlemen  were  not  empowered  to  make  the  least  al- 
terations ;  they  further  told  us,  that  they  must  make  report  to 
the  people  on  Braddock's  Fields  to-morrow,  early  in  the  day, 
as  also  our  answer.  We  inquired  how  many  might  be  ex- 
pected to  meet  on  the  Field  ;  they  told  us,  that  on  a  moderate 
calculation,  seven  or  eight  thousand  ;  these  gentlemen  further 
told  a  few  of  us,  privately,  that  it  was  with  great  diiScultyi 
the  people  were  brought  to  offer  us  any  terms.  When  Mr, 
Ross  and  a  few  gentlemen  in  and  near  \\"ashiugton,  understood 
the  business  for  which  the  people  were  assembling,  they  pro- 
posed joining  them,  in  order  the  better,  to  divert  them  from 
such  a  horrid  action.  They  said,  that  after  Mr.  Pioss  joined 
the  people,  he  and  some  more  labored  among  their  committees 
night  and  day,  until  thoy  at  last  got  them  to  make  this  offer  to 
the  people  of  Pittsburgh. 
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Thus  hearing  our  sentence,  and  the  conditions,  we  did  not 
long  deliberate,  we  were  no  match  ;  no  relief  could  be  given 
from  the  garrison,  the}^  were  busy  laying  in  provisions  and 
fortifying,  in  order  to  protect  themselves  and  the  stores. 

The  Committee  of  Twenty-one  (you  see  on  the  hand-bill)  was 
immediately  appointed  ;  we  waited  on  the  gentlemen  proscrib- 
ed, all  but  Major  Butler  ;  told  them  our  situation.  Mr.  Bryson 
and  Major  Kirkpatrick  declared  themselves  happy  in  thinking 
that  their  departing  the  town,  would  be  a  means  of  saving  it, 
and  that  they  would  go  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Day  appeared 
displeased  and  obstinate  ;  however,  he  agreed  also  to  go  in  the 
morning  ;  the  committee  then  drew  up  their  resolves  you  see 
in  the  papers.  Mr.  Scull  printed  all  night,  in  order  to  have  a 
sufficient  number  to  distribute  amongst  the  people  on  Brad- 
dock's  Field's,  hoping  this,  together  with  our  other  compliance 
to  their  orders,  would  moderate  the  rage  of  the  people  for 
that  time  and  save  the  town  ;  for  the  four  gentlemen  also  told 
us  privately  that  they  much  doubted  all  we  could  do  would  not 
stop  the  rage  of  the  people,  when  assembled  on  the  field.  *  * 
*******  gy  ^Ijq  time  the  business  was  finished, 
it  was  about  2  o'clock  in  the  night.  I  then  came  home,  my 
family  were  in  tears,  and  I  believe  most  of  the  women  in  town 
were  in  tears ;  the  people  appeared  (by  the  lights)  to  be  all 
stirring,  and  I  believe  the  most  of  them  hiding  property,  I  also 
began  to  hide  or  bury  property  ;  the  County  Books  and  Trea- 
sury, the  books  belonging  to  my  office,  as  Justice,  my  private 
Books,  and  money  left  in  my  hand  by  other  people,  a  little 
money  of  my  own,  together  with  other  small  property  I  buried 
that  night.  I  concluded  the  House  and  remainder  of  my  prop- 
erty would  be  consumed,  as  my  son  John  was  so  threatened 
by  the  people  for  buying  Excise  Whiskey.  *  *  *  *  x 
rather  suspected  that  if  they  did  not  burn  all  the  town,  that, 
at  least,  the  property  of  the  obnoxious  people  would  be  con- 
sumed, and  as  his  store  was  in  one  end  of  my  house,  all  would 
go  together.  In  the  morning  the  greatest  confusion  prevailed 
amongst  the  people,  all  sorts  of  labour  and  business  ceased,  all 
the  men  preparing  to  march,  the  women  in  tears,  some  leaving 
the  town,  some  hiding  property,  and  some  so  shocked  as  not 
to  know  what  to  do.  *  *  *  *  At  nine  o'clock.  Major 
Kirkpatrick  and  Mr.  Brison  set  out  on  their  journey  ;  I  con- 
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vcyed  them  to  the  river,  and  saw  them  arrive  at  Robinson's  ; 
our  parting  was  distressing-,  to  see  our  fellow-citizens  banished 
as  in  a  moment  from  their  all,  without  a  hearing,  and  for  what 
we  know  without  a  just  cause,  was  too  much  lor  any  human 
heart  to  bear. 

At  ten,  we  were  all  ready  to  march  ;  the  four  gentlemen  from 
Washington  advised  Gen.  Gibson,  Col.  Nevil,  and  my  son  John, 
not  to  go,  for  their  lives  were  in  danger  ;  they  all  wished  to  go 
and  run  chance  ;  Gibson  and  Nevil  was  prevailed  upon  to  stay. 
I  myself,  with  some  others,  insisted  on  my  son  going  and  take 
chances;  for,  that  if  he   did  not,  he  certainly  would  be  pro- 
scribed, and  perhaps  his  property  consumed,  and  that  his  pre- 
sence might  silence  the  clamours  of  the  people  ;  he  wished  to 
go,  and  declared  he  would  rather  Hill  a  sacrifice  than  be  ban- 
ished, his  family  and  his  property  destroyed  ;  he  went ;  just 
as  I  was  mounting  my  horse,  a  boy  brought  and  delivered  me 
a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  requiring  me  to  use 
all  my  exertions  in  bringing  those  rioters  to  justice  ;  this  was 
another  blow,  to  pretend  to  act  as  a  justice  in  this  case  was 
impossible.     I  was  then  going  to  meet  the  very  men  I  was 
ordered  to  seize  and  bring  to  justice.         *         *         "^^^         * 
I  was  obliged  to  hide  the  letter,  it  being  found  with  me,  was 
sufficient  pretence  of  banishment  and  destruction  of  property, 
which,   at  that  moment,   I  wished  to   save,   and  to  .attempt 
answering  the  letter  was  equally  dangerous,  as  1  did  not  know 
the  moment  it  might  fall  into  their  hands. 

I  set  out  (you  may  be  sure  with  a  heavy  heart)  with  a  de 
termination  of  keeping  up  my  spirits  until  the  last,  and  by 
every  soft  means  to  parry  the  blow  intended  against  the  town, 
^Vhen  v/e  came  within  a  mile  of  the  field,  we  halted  until 
all  our  party  collected,  we  then  advanced,  the  committee  of 
twenty-one,  in  front  unarmed,  the  rest  of  the  party  armed,  we  , 
entered  tlie  field,  and  marched  about  one  mile  through  a  crowd 
of  people,  scarce  a  face  known  to  me — a  constant  fire  of  small 
arms  was  kept  up,  equal  almost  to  any  battle,  some  loading 
and  firing  for  tiieir  diversion,  others  blazing  awa^-  at  the 
trees. 

•  We  at  length  reached  at  a  certain  place,  where  we  were  or- 
dered to  halt;  v.-o  then  mixed  among  the  crowd,  and  towards 
evening  orders  were  issiieJ,  co.nmaiiding  eacii    conr.;anv    to 
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choose  a  man  to  act  in  committee  next  morning,  and  that  t'ne 
army  (as  it  was  called)  to  lie  in  the  field  that  night.  It  appeared 
that  the  day  was  spent  in  good  humour,  eating,  drinking,  and 
shooting.  No  insults  appeared  to  be  given  to  any  persons  ; 
but  we  wore  often  told  we  came  out  to  join  them  through  fear. 
In  the  evening  1  intended  coming  to  town,  and  met  with  some 
of  nij'  neighbours  v.dio  wished  the  same  ;  we  came  as  far  as 
Judge  Wallace's  A  man  came  after  and  acquainted  us,  that 
no  man  should  go  to  Pittsburgh  that  night ;  another  severe 
stroke.  I  suspected  all  was  not  yet  right;  and  I  was,  at 
that  moment,  full  of  the  hopes  of  acquainting  our  friends  in 
Pittsburgh  that  we  had  settled  the  minds  of  the  people.  How- 
ever, the  order  must  be  obeyed  ;  I  then  got  into  a  Farm  house 
for  the  night.  I  did  not  go  into  camp  until  nine  o'clock,  Sat- 
urday morning  ;  the  first  orders  I  received  were,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  twenty-one  must  go  immediately  to  town  and  ac- 
quaint the  v/omen,  &c.,  that  the  army  was  determined  to 
march  into  town,  but  that  they  were  coming  in  peace  ;  that  all 
stores  and  taverns  should  be  shut,  and  no  Liquors  sold  to  the 
men  ;  but  that  if  any  refreshments  were  given  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, it  must  be  carried  to  the  place  where  the  men  would 
halt,  on  the- commons;  as  also  to  procure -all  the  craft,  and 
bring  them  to  a  certain  pait  of  the  river,  in  order  to  carry  the 
men  over  the  Monougahehi.  I  was  one  of  the  first  five  who 
reached  town  ;  we  first  called  on  Major  Butler,  and  informed 
him  that  the  men  was  all  marching  into  town,  that  they  in- 
tended no  harm,  either  to  him  or  the  town,  but  only  wished  to 
show  themselves,  then  march  every  man  to  his  ov/n  home. 

We  had  scarce  finished  our  instructions  until  the  front  ap- 
peared. I  then  rode  to  a  place  where  I  could  see  the  length  of 
the  line.  The}^  marched  in  files  and  in  good  order,  leaving  a 
small  space  in  between  each  Battalion.  They  appeared  to  be 
upward  of  two  and  a  lialf  miles  long,  and  by  the  space  of 
ground  they  took  up,  there  might  be  between  Five  and  Six 
Thousand;  some  said  7  or  8  Thousand.  A  great  number  of 
people  left  them  at  Braddock's  Field  ;  one  Battalion  from  West- 
moreland went  from  thence  in  a  bodj'.  They  marched  through 
the  town  and  halted  at  the  large  fiat  of  ground  opposite  Maine 
house,  and  began  immediately  to  embark.  The  horse  rode  the 
river,  the  fool  in  Boats,  kc.     They  cnteied  the  Town  about  12 
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o'clock,  and  it  was  almost  sundovrii  before  tb?y  all,  or  rather 
the  main  bodj^  crossed  the  River,  The  strictest  order  was  kept 
up  by  the  officers.  This  I  sau',  for  I  continued  on  horse  back 
in  the  field  until  I  saw  the  last  of  them,  except  stragglers, 
embark 

My  mind  was  too  much  og-Itatcd  to  think  of  rest  or  refresh- 
ment until  all  appeared  in  safet^y.  About  dark  some  of  the 
leaders  came  and  told  me  that  a  party  intended  setting  Kirk- 
patrick's  House,  on  the  Coal  Hill,  on  fire,  and  then  intended 
coming  to  town  and  burn  his  house  tliere.  This  occasioned  a 
great  alarm,  but  it  was  agreed  that  the  men  from  the  country 
would  guard  both  places  all  night,  and  accordingly  they  did  ; 
yet  some  Ill-disposed  persons  set  his  stack  yard  on  fire,  on  the 
Coal  Hill,  There  was  but  a  small  quantity  of  Grain,  and  onl}'' 
an  old  log  stable  burned.  This  alarm  kept  me  on  foot  the  most 
of  the  night. 

Sunday,  in  the  evening,  another  alarm  took  place.  It  was 
rumored  that  a  party  of  men  Avas  lying  in  the  woods,  and  in- 
tended that  night  to  burn  Kirkpatrick's  house,  on  the  Hill,  and 
then  come  over  and  burn  his  house  in  town  ;  that  some  people 
in  town  were  to  join  them.  The  Committee  was  called,  and 
just  as  we  were  assembling  in  order  to  form  some  mode  of  pro 
tecting  ourselves  that  night,  we  were  informed  that  Major 
Kirkpatrick  had  returned  that  evening,  and  was  then  in  the 
Fort.  *  *  ^  -^j  *  *  Col.  Nevil  told  us  that  if  we  could 
procure  a  guard,  Kirkpatrick  would  go  that  night.  We  imme- 
diately appealed  U^  some  twenty  persons,  who  agreed  to  go  as 
a  guard.  *  '■^'-  *  '■^'  *  *  It  was  some  time  in  the  night 
before  we  broke  up.  As  I  came  out  of  the  house  a  person  told 
me  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  had  gone  to  waylay  Kirk- 
patrick as  he  came  out  of  the  Fort,  and  to  prevent  the  guard 
from  getting  iii.  The  niglit  was  very  dark,  and  likely  to  rain. 
I  went  up  to  the  garrison  alone,  Got  among  the  people,  and 
persuaded  them  to  disperce.  As  soon  as  I  got  that  party  away, 
I  came  home,  and  found  Henry  AVoolf,  one  of  the  guard,  at  ray 
hou.se.  >^  --i^  ^-  ^  M  'I-  I  iraniediately  got  ray  horse,  sad- 
dle and  bridle,  and  put  provisions  in  my  saddle-bags,  sent  them 
to  the  garrison.  By  this  time  it  began  to  rain.  Another  party 
had  got  round  the  garrison,  but  he  got  in  unperceived  ;  none 
of  the  rest  of  the  guard  got  in.     >:=--;:     =k     *     *     *     *     *     :;< 
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The  Major  agreed  to  go  with  Wooir;  accordingly  got  out  of  the 
gate,  and  clear  of  the  party  who  was  watching. 

This  business  took  me  almost  all  that  night,  The  next  day 
being  Monday,  everything  appeared  to  get  into  the  old  chan- 
nel, People's  minds  to  bt^  at  ease,  and  they  began  to  follow 
their  occupations,  since  which,  nothing'  material  has  happened 
but  what  is  within  your  knowledge. 

I  have  thus  made  free,  with  an  old  friend,  in  troubling  him 
with  a  short  and  true  relation  of  that  week's  proceedings.  I, 
in  hast,  ran  over  it,  which  may,  in  part,  account  for  the  incor- 
rectness ;  it  is  only  intended  for  your  private  perusal ;  it  is 
dangerous  to  either  write  or  say  anything  in  this  country  at 
present,  if  found  out  or  comes  to  the  ears  of  the  public,  if  dis- 
agreeable to  the  violent  party,  fire,  desolation  or  banishment 
is  immediately  announced.  After  you  leave  this  country  and 
a  safe  passage  offers,  I  will  give  you  further  information  how 
the  business  is  carried  on. 

I'm  with  esteem. 

Your  humble  servant,    • 

JOHN  WILKINS. 

General   William  Irvike. 


CHARGE  OF  JUDGE   PETERS^  OF  THE  U.  S.  COURTS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury  : 

As  your  being  called  on  at  this  time  as  Grand  Jurymen  was 
occasioned  by  the  particular  circumstance  of  a  prisoner  who 

*EicnAr.D  Peteks  was  born  at  Blockley,  near  Philadelphia,  June 
22, 1744.  He  received  his  education  iu  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  studied 
lav,-,  and  met  with  considerable  success  in  the  profession.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution  he  became  captain  of  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, but  shorth'  after  transferred  by  Congress  to  the  board  of  war 
of  which  he  was  secretary  from  June  13,  1776  to  Dec,  1781 ;  member  of 
the  Old  Congress,  1782-3.  In  1785  he  visited  England  in  the  interests 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  British  prelates  to- 
ordain  asBishops  three  priests  of  the  Church  in  America,  which  proved 
saccessfal.  President  "Washington  appointed  him,  in  1789,  Judge  of  the- 
U.  S.  district  court  of  PennsA-lvauia,  which  position  he  occupied  until 
his  death,  August  21, 1823.  Judge  Peters  was  the  first  President  of  the 
Philadelphia  Agricultural  Society,  and  the  first  officer  of  the  company 
which  built  the  permanent  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  at  Philadelphia. 
He  was  the  author  of  "Admiralty  Decisions  in  the  U.  S.  Di&t.  Court  of 
Penn-a,  (17S0-1S07,)  1807. 
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has  been  long  confined,  and  (except  the  case  in  which  he  is 
concerned,)  I  know  of  no  business  likely  to  come  before  jou, 
I  shall  not  detain  3'ou  with  a  lengthy  discussion  upon  your 
•duties".  These  are  so  well  understood  that  it  is  in  general 
unnecessary  to  dwell  on  them.  I  shall  content  myself  with  a 
general  account  of  the  crimes  which  seem  to  be  cognizable 
here.  The  laws  on  this  subject  are  not  so  accurate  as  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  at  some  future  day  they  will  be  made.  The  criminal 
side  of  this  Couit  is  coufitjed  in  its  jurisdiction  to  the  less 
offenses,  and  is  somewhat  similar,  as  to  crimes  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  nations,  which  are  a 
part  of  them,  to  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  in  the  State,  save 
that  by  the  effect  of  the  disjunctive  or,  in  the  judiciary  law,  no 
crime  is  cognizable  here  to  which  a  double  punishment  is  ex- 
pressly annexed.  This  will  appear  by  a  recital  of  the  words 
of  the  judiciary'  law,  which  relate  to  the  powers  of  this  Court 
OQ  its  criminal  side.  "The  District  Courts  shall  have  exclu- 
"  sively  of  the  several  States  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  offen- 
"  ses  that  shall  be  cognizable  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni-' 
"  ted  States,  committed  within  their  respective  districts,  or 
"  upon  the  high  seas,  where  no  other  jDunishment  tlian  whip- 
"  ping  not  exceeding  30  stripes,  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hui.- 
"  dred  dollars,  or  a  term  of  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six 
*'  months  is  to  be  inflicted."  But  where  multiplied  punish- 
ments are  not  in  express  terms  annexed  by  law  to  a  crime,  but 
it  is  left  after  a  conviction  by  a  jury  to  the  discretion  of  the 
court  to  afilx  one  or  more  punishments  under  the  limitations 
before  mentioned,  I  conceive  that  a  crime  under  this  situation 
may  be  properly  taken  cognizance  of  in  this  court. 

Assaults,  batteries,  and  false  imprisonment,  committed  on 
the  high  seas  or  in  ports  or  havens,  in  this  district,  to  which 
the  Admiralty  extends — conspiracies  against  private  persons, 
or  the  authorized  measures  of  government — misdemeanors  of 
various  descriptions — and  generally,  every  offense  impeding 
the  course  of  the  law,  and  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  society, 
are  objects  of  enquiry  and  punishment  here,  if  committed  on 
the  high  seas,  or  navigable  waters,  out  of  the  body  of  a  county, 
or  in  forts,  garrisons,  or  places  under  the  immediate  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Some  of  these  and  other  offences, 
if  committed  on  Land,  and  especially  those  opposed  to  the  legal 
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measures  of  the  general  government,  and  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Union,  are  also  cognizable  here,  if  the  fines  and 
punishments  are  within  the  liaiits  before  stated. 

I  include  not,  among  the  misdemeanors  cognizable  here,  the 
crime  of  insurrection  and  impeding  or  resisting  with  an  armed 
force  the  laws  of  the  Union.  Levying  war  against  the  United 
States,  or  adhering  to  their  enemies,  arc  declared  by  the  con- 
stitution, to  be  Treason, — A  crime  of  too  high  a  nature  and 
of  too  deep  a  dye  to  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court, 
— an  offense  compared  with  which  the  Crimen  Icesce  Majeslalis 
against  single  and  hereditary  rulers  weighs  lightly. 

What  is  an  ofiense  against  the  person  of  a  despot,  who  is  but 
an  elevated  individual,  to  one  against  the  peace,  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  a  great  and  free  people  'i  Horeditary  gov- 
ernors have  too  generally  interests  separate  from  their  sub- 
jects ;  and  if  they  have  them  not  by  original  right,  they  too 
frequently  assume  them  by  usurpations.  But  in  a  republic 
there  is  but  one  greut  and  leading  interest,  to  wit :  that  of  the 
whole  nation.  And  in  our  republic  the  majority  of  our  national 
representatives  are  the  judges,  legally  authorized  to  declare, 
under  the  guards  in  the  constitution,  what  this  general  interest 
is  and  how  it  shall  be  directed.  Local  interests  and  particular 
convenience  must  yield  to  this.  The  parts  must  make  sacri- 
fices to  the  will  and  to  the  ordinances  of  the  whole.  These 
local  and  temporar}'  sacrifices  are  fully  compensated  by  the 
protection  and  general  advantages  received  from  the  govern- 
ment in  which  every  one  partakes,  and  has  as  great  a  weight 
as  it  is  entitled  to.  The  parts  are  no  more  to  the  whole  than 
individuals  in  society,  who  must  give  up  portions,  both  of 
their  personal  rights  and  peculiar  advantages  to  the  community 
of  which  they  are  members.  There  is  an  end  of  all  government 
under  a  republican  form,  if  the  minority  undertake,  by  violence, 
to  control  the  general  will  when  constitutionally  promulgated. 
If  any  measures  are  thought  unequal  &  to  press  severely  on 
any  particular  description  or  district  of  citizens,  let  them  de- 
cently, yet  firmly  remonstrate,  write  and  speak  against  them, 
with  the  freedom  they  possess,  and  I  hope  will  ever  enjoy. 
Let  them,  so  far  as  in  them  lies,  change  the  representation  in 
the  government  by  all  peaceable  and  constitutional  means. 
But  while  a  law  exists,  warranted  by  the  constitution,  it  must 
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be  unequivocally  obeyed  and  respected.  If  it  be  inconvenient 
or  burthensome,  the  merit  of  obedience  is  the  greater.  But 
let  none  of  our  citizens,  by  warring  against  the  laws,  endeavor 
to  extinguish  our  most  important  rights,  which  they  lose  sight 
of  while  blinded  and  bewildered  by  local,  and  perhaps,  mis- 
taken interests  or  prejudices.  If  constitutional  exertions  to 
repeal  or  alter  general  measures  fail,  the  minority  must  sub- 
mit. Whatever  difierences  of  opinion  there  mny  have  been, 
while  a  law  was  in  progress,  when  it  is  completed  it  becomes 
the  act  of  the  whole.  Resistance  is  an  attempt  to  establish 
the  tyranny  of  the  few  over  the  will  of  the  many.  Actions, 
such  as  this,  palpably  contradict  all  professions  of  patriotism 
and  regard  for  liberty  in  its  salutary  and  legal  sense. 

It  is  possible  that  laws  may  be  made  by  our  legislature, 
bearing  hard  on  individuals  or  numbers  of  citizens,  tho'  I  say 
not  that  they  have  done  so.  For  it  is  not  without  due  consid- 
eration that  I  believe,  that  where  partial  evils  arc  suffered, 
they  are  more  than  counterbalanced  by  either  general  or  local 
benefits.  If  the  government  cannot  at  once  do  justice  to  tho 
claims  of  any  portion  of  the  nation,  and  especially  where  it 
depends  on  circumstances  not  to  be  commanded,  a  patience 
must  be  exercised,  sometimes  mortifying  and  difQcult  enough, 
yet  the  bounden  duty  of  good  citizens. 

It  is  better  to  bear  temporary'  evils,  and  wait  for  a  change 
constitutionally  effected,  than  to  tear  up  all  government  by  the 
roots.  The  condition  of  those  who  are  really  aggrieved,  if 
any  such  there  be,  is  never  hopeless.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
republican  government  that  all  have  their  turn.  If  measures 
are  extensively  disagreeable  or  mischievous,  those  who  were 
for  a  time  in  a  minority,  become,  without  public  convulsions, 
by  the  force  of  truth  and  conviction,  part  of  the  majority,  and 
sharing  the  power,  assist  in  regulating  the  state  of  things.  In 
a  country  of  such  extent  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  frame  laws 
exactly  suitable  to  every  part.  Perhaps,  in  a  general  system, 
different  laws,  or  the  same  law,  may  be  found  disagreeable  to 
different  parts  of  the  nation.  But  if  each  is  to  resist  on  this  ac- 
count our  code  of  laws  would  be  reduced  to  nothing,  and  thus, 
while,  with  our  lips,  we  are  celebrating  the  heroes  and 
patriots  who  have  achieved  our  revolution,  we  should  blast  by 
our  actions,  its  choicest  fruits,  and  reap  sickly  &  noxious  har- 
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vests,  from  fields  which  they  have  sowed  under  difficulties  aud 
dangers,  and  which  many  of  them  have  enriched  with  their 
blood. 

How  shameful  would  it  be,  if  the  satellites  of  despotism 
should  outdo,  in  zeal  for  the  personal  interests  or  aggrandize- 
ment of  a  monarch,  republicans  in  their  attachment  to  their 
laws.  Our  love  for  the  laws  should  abso-rb  all  other  attach- 
ments It  is  the  corner  stone  in  the  temple  of  republican  vir- 
tue. Montesqn.icu  has  long  ago  told  us,  in  his  chapter  on  edu- 
cation in  a  republican  government:  That  "it  is  in  a  rcpubli- 
"  can  government  that  the  whole  power  of  education  is  re- 
"  quired.  The  fear  of  despotic  governments  rises  naturally  of 
"  itself  amidst  threats  and  punishment;  the  honour  of  mon- 
"  archies  is  favored  by  the  passions,  and  favors  them  in  turn. 
"  But  virtue  is  a  self-renunciation  which  is  alwaj's  arduous  and 
"  painful  This  virtue  may  be  defined  the  love  of  the  laws  aud 
"  of  our  country.  As  this  love  requires  a  constant  preference 
"  of  public  to  private  interest,  it  is  the  source  of  all  the  par- 
*'  ticular  virtues,  for  they  are  nothing  more  than  this  very  pre- 
"  ference  its(?lf.  This  love  is  peculiar  to  democracies.  In 
"  these  alone  the  government  is  entrusted  to  private  citizens. 
"  Now,  government  is  like  anything  else  ;  to  preserve  it  we 
"must  love  it.  Has  it  ever  been  heard  that  kings  were  not 
"  fond  of  monarchy,  or  that  despotic  princes  hated  arbitrary 
"  power  ?  Everything,  tlierefore,  depends  on  establishing  this 
"  love  in  a  republic." 

AVe  are  among  the  very  few  nations  of  the  earth  who  enjoy 
a  legitimate  government,  founded,  without  alloy,  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  people.  We  are  envied  on  this  account  by 
multitudes,  and  even  cordially  disliked  by  not  a  few  of  the 
devotees  to  other  systems  of  government.  These,  as  they  are 
mortified  by  our  unparalled  prosperity,  would  be  highly  grati- 
fied by  our  disgrace — let  us  continue  to  disappoint  them.  The 
eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us.  At  this  important  crisis  in  the 
affairs  of  nations,  it  particularly  behooves  us  to  support  our 
government,  and  set  an  example  of  obedience  to  law  recom- 
mendatory beyond  everything  else  of  its  form  and  evinsive  of 
its  energy-.  Thousands  of  the  oppressed  of  all  countries  will 
continue  to  fly  to  us,  if  they  do  not  perceive  our  laws  are 
trampled  on,  and  thereby  all  security  for  person  and  property 
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destroyed.  Should  we  verify  the  prognostics  of  the  enemies 
to  free  government  (who  fondly  dwell  on  our  discords  and 
magnify  our  failings,)  by  sufiering  the  demon  Anarchy  to  dis- 
solve and  shake  to  pieces  the  goodly  fabric  we  have  raised, 
how  miserable  would  be  our  destiny — how  bitter,  yet  how 
just  our  reproach  ! 

But  no  ill-advised  &  partial  oi)position  can  produce  a  result 
so  ruinous  and  deplorable.  The  interest  and  happiness  of  the 
friends  to  law  and  order  in  this  district,  as  well  as  in  the  nation 
at  large,  impel  them  to  support  the  laws  to  which  they  are 
fully  competent.  They  will  be  animated  by  a  grateful  recol- 
lection of  the  achievements  of  those  who  affected  our  revolu- 
tion— a  revolution  which  yet  beats  warmly  in  our  bosoms — let 
none  of  us  misapply  their  laudable  motives  by  enlisting  them 
under  the  guilty  banners  of  sedition.  They  have  constantly 
afibrded  us  the  bright  example  of  supporting  laws  made  by 
our  own  authority,  while  they  resisted  mandates  attempted  to 
be  forced  on  us,  by  men  who  were  not  our  Representatives, 
and  who  (unlike  those  of  our  choice)  would  have  reaped  ad. 
vantages  Vv^ithout  sharing  burthens.  Heaven  has  benignly 
favored  us  with  one  of  its  choicest  gifts,  by  affording  us  the 
singular  opportunity  of  forming  a  constitution  for  ourselves  on 
enlarged  and  salutary  principles.  These  principles  are  those 
of  genuine  freedom  and  liberty  well  defined.  As  it  is  our 
duty,  so  may  it  be  our  good  fortune  and  our  pride,  to  trans- 
mit them  unsullied  and  unimpaired  to  our  latest  posterity. 

If  many  of  the  foregoing  observations  are  produced  b}' 
recent  circumstances,  which  I  can  truly  say,  I  have  a  stronger 
disposition  to  deplore  than  to  aggravate,  they  flow  from  a 
sense  of  dutj'  in  this  court,  which  is  charged,  on  another  side 
of  it,  with  the  cognizance  of  breaches  of  many  of  the  most 
important  laws  of  our  country,  and  among  them  of  that  which 
has,  unfortunately,  given  rise  to  some  late  unjustifiable,  dis- 
graceful and  much  to  be  lamented  disturbances,  which  I  indulge 
a  sincere  and  anxious  hope  may  yet  be  pacifically  composed. 
If  they  are  not  our  character,  if  not  our  existence  as  a  free 
people  depends  on  the  exertions  we  make  with  our  whole 
power  to  quell  a  spirit  so  destructive  to  every  principle  of 
social  order  and  government — attended  with  consequences  so 
fatal  to  our  peace,  safety  and  happiness,  and  calculated  as  well 
12— Vol.  IV. 
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in  itself  as  in  its  mischievous  example  to  involve  not  only  those 
who  are  the  objects  of  or  concerned  in  such  enormities,  but 
the  whole  community  in  desolation,  anarchy  and  ruin. 

If  by  these  remarks,  in  which  no  doi^bt  I  have  been  anticipa- 
ted by  every  good  citizen,  I  have  trespassed  too  long  on  your 
patience,  I  can  only  offer  as  my  apology  my  zeal  and  love  for 
the  law,  my  duty  and  my  reverence  for  a  constitution  and  gov- 
ernment founded  on  the  authority  of  a  people  of  whom  I  esteem 
it  my  greatest  happiness  to  be  one. 


GEN.  WILLIAM  IRVINE  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Pittsburgh,  August  20,  1794. 

De.\r  Sir: — The  council  of  sixty  are  not  to  meet  until  the 
first  Tuesday  in  Sept.  Unless  they  can  be  prevailed  on  to 
assemble  sooner,  longer  time  will  tend  to  impede  if  not  frus- 
trate the  intended  operations  of  government.  I  think  myself 
the  time  limitted  is  too  short,  for  a  return  of  reason  and  the  ex- 
ercise of  good  sense  which  many  men  in  this  country  possess, 
besides  many  might  possibly  wish  for  an  opportunity  to  with- 
draw themselves  from  measures  which  they  never  heartily  ap- 
prove, that  cannot  bring  themselves  to  do  it  under  circum- 
stances that  might  admit  of  a  construction  of  fear.  It  is  now 
twelve  o'clock,  and  wo  have  not  yet  heard  of  more  than  three 
deligates  being  in  town,  but  the  morning  has  been  very  rainy. 
It  is  expected  they  will  all  appear  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
What  mode  of  proceeding  in  business  will  be  adopted,  I  cannot 
bay.  The  Commissioners  can  only  determine  for  themselves. 
No  personal  insults  have  been  offered.  You  know  I  did  not 
apprehend  any.     I  mention  it  to  remove  all  doubt  on  this  head. 

I  do  not  mean  now  either  to  condemn  or  justify  the  proceed- 
ings here,  but  T  may  safely  venture  to  sa}^  that  the  people  on 
the  west  of  the  mountain  labour  under  hardships  if  not  griev- 
ances that  are  not  known,  or  at  least  not  understood  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  State?,  in  more  instances  than  the  Excise  ; 
but  in  this  particularly  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  they  labour 
under  peculiar  hardship  ;  for  instance,  carrying  a  njan  to  Phila- 
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delpbia  or  Yorktown  to  be  tried  for  crimes,  real  or  siipposed, 
or  on  litigation  respecting  property,  perhaps  under  the  value  of 
fourty  shillings.  This  is  really  intollerable.  Other  parts  of 
the  Union,  for  various  reasons,  are  differently  circumstanced, 
except  the  back  parts  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  they  are 
pretty  similar  and  therefore  complain  loudly.  To  the  eastward 
they  have  large  distillerys,  only  of  Rum.  These  are  g!;nerally 
in  large  towns  on  the  seacoast,  the  operation  of  the  Excise  is 
titerefore  similar  to  impost,  and  is  not  felt  nor  even  seen  by  the 
people  at  large.  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  too,  that  some  of 
the  officers  here  have  behaved  shamefully,  yet  there  is  nothing 
in  all  this  to  justify  the  measures  adopted  for  redress.  But  I 
hope  it  will  at  length  appear  that  the  violent  measures  origi- 
nated in  accident  and  not  in  a  premeditated  plan.  It  is  said 
that  the  Marshal  had  served  several  processes  in  Fayette  and 
Washington  counties.  Indeed  all  he  had  to  serve  but  one 
■without  molestation  or  opposition,  so  far  from  it  that  many 
proposed  to  enter  their  stills  and  even  pay  the  arrearages  if  he 
would  promise  to  have  prosecutions  stayed  which  he  could  not 
engage,  but  promised  to  recommend  the  measure.  When  Mr. 
Lenox  was  near  the  last  place,  in  company  with  Air.  Neville, 
a  number  of  reapers  who  were  in  a  neighbouring  field  took  the 
alarm  and  a  rencounter  ensued,  some  person  ran  immediately 
to  a  house  where  the  Brigade  Inspector  was  holding  an  appeal 
for  a  Battalion  of  Militia,  and  cried  aloud  "  the  Federal  Sheriff 
was  taking  away  people  to  Philadelphia,"  on  which  between 
thirty  and  fourty  flew  instantly  to  arms,  being  tlien  after  dark, 
and  it  is  supposed  they  had  drank  freely  as  is  not  unusual  on 
such  occasions.  This  was  in  the  night  of  the  15th  of  July, 
and  they  reached  Mr.  Neville's  plantation  early  the  next  morn- 
ing. I  need  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  what  followed, 
that  has  already  been  published. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

WILLIAM  IRVINE. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FIRST  CONFERENCE. 


PiTTSBUKGH,    AuQUSt    20,   1794. 

A  report  of  the  proceedings  of  tlie  committee,  appointed  at 
the  meeting  at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1794, 
to  confer  witli  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
of  the  Union,  and  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, on  tlie  subject  of  the  late  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union  and  violation  of  the  peace  of  the  State  government. 

ox    THE    PJIRT    OF    THE    EXECUTIVE    OF    THE    UXIOX. 

William  Bradford,  Attornej'  General  of  the  United  States. 
Jasper  Yeates,  Associate  Judge  of  the  Supremo  Court  of 
Pennsylvania. 

James  Ross,  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

ox  THE  PART  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  OF  PEXXSYLVAXIA. 

Tliomas  McKcan,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Wi'iiiain  Irvine,  Representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

COIIJIITTEE    OF    COXFEREXCE, 

Wedmoreland   County.  Washinglon   County. 

John  Kirkpatrick,  David  Bradford, 

George  Smith,  John  Marshall, 

John  Powers.  James  Edgar. 

Fayette   County.  Allegheny   County. 

Edward  Cook,  Thomas  Morton, 

Albert  Gallatin,  John  Lucas, 

James  Lang.  II.  11.  Brackenridge. 

Ohio   County,  (^Virginia.) 

William  McKinley,  William  Sutherland,  John  Stevenson. 

Tlie  committee  having  met  on  the  20th,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  chairman,  upon  which  Edward  Cook  was  nomi- 
nated and  took  his  place. 

A  question  was  made,  whether  the  proposed  conference 
with  commissioners  from  the  government  should  be  private  or 
public.     It  was  determined  that  it  should  be  private,  as  less 
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liable  to  interruption,  and  as  leading  the  commissioners  from 
the  g-ovcrnment  to  give  a  more  frank  and  full  communication 
of  their  sentiments  and  intentions,  and  that  after  the  prelimi- 
nary arrangements,  the  correspondence  as  to  what  was  mate- 
rial, would  be  in  writing,  which  the  committee  were  not  at 
liberty  to  communicate  to  the  public  immediately-,  but  to  re- 
port to  the  committee  of  safet}',  which  was  to  meet  on  the 
tirst  Tuesday  of  September. 

It  was  moved  and  directed  that  two  members  be  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Union  and 
of  the  State  government,  and  to  adjust  with  them  the  place 
and  time  of  conference. 

Thomas  Morton  and  James  Edgar  were  appointed. 
Agreeable  to  arrangement,  a  conference  took  place  at  ten 
o'clock  next  day,  and  was  opened  by  a  communication  on  the 
part  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Union,  stating  with  all  the 
solemnity  due  to  the  occasion  the  extreme  pain  it  had  given  to 
the  Executive  to  have  heard  from  time  to  time  of  the  devia- 
tions from  the  constitutional  line  of  expressing  a  dislike  of 
particular  laws  to  those  means  of  violence  and  outrage  wliich 
would  lead  to  the  having  no  laws  at  all ;  that  in  the  case  of 
the  present  infractions,  they  were  solemnly  called  upon  b^^  the 
constitution  to  exert  the  force  of  the  Union  to  suppress  them  ; 
but  that  in  the  first  instance  all  those  lenient  measures  of  ac- 
commodation were  about  to  be  tried,  that  the  great  reluctance 
of  the  Executive  to  have  recourse  to  force,  had  induced  it  to 
use  ;  that  for  this  purpose  they  had  been  commissioned  with 
certain  powers  from  the  Executive,  in  order  that,  if  possible, 
short  of  bloodshed,  submission  to  the  laws  might  be  obtained 
and  peace  restored  ;  that  in  the  meantime  the  most  effectual 
and  decisive  measures  had  been  taken,  that  should  a  pacifica- 
tion be  found  impracticable  by  an  address  to  the  patriotism 
and  reason  of  the  people,  submission  must  be  enforced,  and 
however  painful,  the  strength  of  the  Union  drawnout  toefiectit; 
that  the  militia  were  actually  draughted  and  their  march  delay, 
ed  only  until  the  first  of  September  next,  within  which  time  it 
behooved  the  people  of  this  country  to  make  up  their  minds 
and  give  answer  that  the  fjovernraent  might  know  what  to 
expect. 
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On  tlie  part  of  the  commissioners  from  the  Executive  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  was  stated,  that  it  was  in  like  manner  with 
great  pain  that  it  had  been  heard  by  the  State  government, 
that  a  resistance  to  the  laws  of  tlie  Union,  and  violations  of 
the  public  peace,  had  taken  place  within  this  particular  juris- 
diction ;  violations  of  so  flagrant  a  nature  as  the  invasion  of  per- 
sonal security  in  a  domestic  habitation  of  an  officer  of  govern- 
ment ;  the  burning  down  his  mansion  house  ;  reducing  him  to 
the  necessity''  of  relinquishing  the  country  by  a  flight  at  an  un- 
reasonable hour,  and  by  a  circuitous  route  of  many  hundred 
miles  tlirongh  a  wilderness  ;  the  attacking  the  Marshal ;  ex- 
pelling an  Associate  Judge,  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county,. 
&c.,  aiid  above  all,  invading  the  cabinet  of  government,  in  the 
intercepting  of  the  public  mail,  and  violating  the  right  of  the 
citizen  by  breaking  the  repository  of  his  private  thoughts, 
which  ought  to  have  been  considered  as  sacred  as  in  his  secre- 
taire ;  that  the  laws  of  the  Union  were  a  part  of  the  laws  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  the  State  government,  on  principles  of  deli- 
cacy and  honor,  could  not  avoid  taking  a  very  sensible  part  in 
defending  them,  independent  of  that  obligation  under  which  it 
was  b}'  the  constitution  ;  but  that  these  outrages  were  breaches 
of  the  municipal  law,  and  as  such  the  State  government  was 
under  the  indispensable  necessity  of  taking  notice  of  them,  and 
by  every  necessary  coercion  repressing  them ;  that  for  this 
purpose  the  Governor  had  determined  to  give  the  most  prompt 
and  decided  assistance  to  the  general  government,  in  the  requi- 
sition of  militia,  and  bad  thought  it  proper  to  call  the  assem- 
bly, in  order  to  make  provision  for  any  further  force  that  the 
exigency  of  repressing  the  insurrection  might  require  ;  but 
that  it  must  be  peculiarly  distressing  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  arming  against  a  country  always  heretofore  respectable  for 
its  obedience  to  the  laws  ;  a  country  which  had  been  peculiarly 
the  object  of  attention  with  the  present  Executive  ;  neverthe- 
less, it  was  impossible  to  avoid  it,  unless  order,  by  the  volun- 
tary act  of  the  citizens,  could  be  restored  ;  that  to  effect  this 
object  the  Governor  had  commissioned  them  to  cooperate  in 
their- good  offices  with  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
Union,  and  for  this  purpose,  inasmuch  as  the  consciousness  of 
having  violated  the  laws  might  lead  to  a  further  violation  as  a 
means  of  impunity,  they  were  authorized  on  an  accommoda- 
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tion  with  commiBBioneis  of  the  United  State?,  and  an  assurance 
of  a  disposition  to  preserve  peace,  to  stipulate  and  engage  a 
free  and  full  indemnity  for  wliat  was  past,  so  far  as  regarded 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  it  would  give 
them,  personally,  great  pleasure 'indeed,  if  by  these  means  a 
return  could  be  facilitated  to  this  country  to  the  bosom  of 
peace  and  happiness. 

On  the  part  of  the  committee  a  narative  was  given  of  the 
grounds  of  that  uneasiness  and  discontent  which  have  existed 
in  this  country,  and  have  grown  up  at  length  to  that  popular 
fury  which  has  shown  itself  in  the  late  transactions. 

To  this  the  commissioners  replied,  and  then  proceeded  to 
state  more  particularly  the  nature  of  their  powers,  and  that 
certain  assurances  were  necessary  previous  to  their  exercise, 
all  which  having  been  reduced  to  writing  the  documents  will 
speak  for  themselves. 

They  also  declared  their  expectations  that  the  committee 
would  declare  their  sense  on  this  subject. 

It  wasYanswered  by  the  committee  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
hear  and  report,  for  to  this  purpose  were  they  appointed,  but 
no  power  lay  with  them  to  stipulate  for  the  people. 

It  was  stated  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners  that  such  was 
their  situation,  that  they  could  not  dispense  with  requiring 
from  the  committee,  at  least  to  recommend  what  opinion  they 
themselves  should  form  on  the  subject  of  the  propositions  made, 
as  otherwise  they  could  have  no  encouragement  to  go  on, 
and  wait  the  result  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  country. 

This  was  thought  reasonable,  and  it  was  agreed  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  that  it  should  be  eo. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  propositions  of  the  commission- 
ers should  be  received  in  writing,  and  the  conference  was  ad- 
journed. 
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PEOPOSITIOXS    OF    THE   COMMISSIONERS  OF   PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 


Pittsburgh,  August  2lst,  1794. 

At  a  conference  between  Thomas  McKean  and  William  Ir- 
vine, Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  behalf  of  the  said  State,  and  Messieurs  Kirkpatrick, 
Smith,  Bowers,  Bradford,  Marshall,  Edgar,  Cook,  Gallatin, 
Lang,  Brackenridge,  Morton  &  Lucas,  appointed  at  a  meeting 
of  Committees  from  the  several  townships  within  the  Coun- 
ties of  Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette  and  Aligheny, 
for  the  purpose,  in  behalf  of  the  said  counties,  had  at  Pitts- 
burgh, in  presence  of  three  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  August  20th,  1794. 

It  is  insisted  upon,  as  a  preliminary,  by  the  Commissioners 
for  the  State,  that  the  gentlemen  Conferees  for  the  four  Coun- 
ties, each  for  himself,  will  sign  an  instrument  in  writing  en- 
gaging, that  they  will  at  all  times  be  obedient  &  submit  to  the 
laws  of  the  State,  and  also  of  the  United  States  of  America ; 
and  that  the*y  will  jointly  and  severalh^  recommend  the  like 
obedience  &  submission  to  our  fellow  citizens  within  the  said 
Counties,  &  moreover,  engage  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  & 
influence  to  ensure  the  same. 

Secondly.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Committee  of  sixty,  de- 
nominated the  Committee  of  safetj''  for  the  said  Counties,  shall 
jointly  &,  severally  give  satisfactory  assurances  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  State,  in  an  instrument  in  writing,  signed  by 
them,  of  the  same  import  and  effect  with  the  preceding  article, 
and  tljat  on  or  before  the day  of  Aug't,  instant. 

Third.  In  case  the  above  articles  are  bona  fide  complied 
with,  and  the  people  of  said  counties  shall  keep  the  peace  and 
bs  of  good  behavior  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  State,  conformably  to  the  power  and  author- 
ity delegated  to  them  by  his  Excellency,  Thomas  MiflQin,  Es- 
quire, Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  do  promise  an 
act  of  free  and  general  pardon  and  oblivion,  of  all  treasons, 
insurrections,  arsons,  riots  and  other  offences  inferior  to  riots, 
committed,  perpetrated,  councilled  or  suffered  by  any  person 
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or  persons  complying  as  above  said,  within  the  said  four  Coun- 
ties of  Westmoreland,  Washington  Fayette  &  Aligheny,  since 
the  fourteenth  day  of  July  last  past,  so  far  as  the  same  con- 
cerns the  State  of  Pennpylvania  or  the  government  thereof. 

THO.  M'KEAN, 
WM.  IRVINE. 


THE  U.  S.  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF 

CONFERENCE. 


Pittsburgh,  August  2  Is/,  1794. 

Gentlemen  : — Ilaving  had  a  Conference  with  you  on  the  im- 
portant subject  that  calls  us  into  this  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
we  shall  now  state  to  you  in  writing,  agreeably  to  your  re- 
quest, the  nature  and  Object  of  our  mission  hither.  Consider- 
ing this  as  a  crisis  infinitely  interesting  to  our  fellow  citizens, 
who  have  authorized  you  to  confer  with  us,  we  shall  explain 
ourselves  to  you,  with  that  frankness  and  sincerity,  which  the 
solemnity  of  the  Occasion  demands. 

You  well  know  that  the  president  of  the  united  states  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Obedience  to  the  na- 
tional will  being  indispensable  in  a  republicau  government, 
the  people  of  the  united  states  have  solemly  enjoined  it  as  hi& 
duty,  "to  see  that  the  laws  are  fully  executed,"  and  when  the 
ordinar}'  authorities  oT  government  are  incompetent  for  that 
end,  he  is  bound  to  exert  those  high  powers,  with  which  th& 
nation  has  invested  him,  for  so  extraordinary  an  Occasion. 

It  is  but  too  evident,  that  the  insurrections  which  have  lately 
prevailed  in  some  of  these  western  counties,  have  suppressed 
the  usual  exercise  of  the  civil  authority  ;  and  it  has  been  for- 
mally notified  to  the  president,  by  one  of  the  associate  judges, 
in  the  manner  the  laws  prescribe,  that  "in  the  counties  of 
"  Washington  and  allegany,  in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of  the  united 
"  states  are  opposed  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  by 
"  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary 
"  course  of  Judicial  proceedings  or  the   powers  vested  in  the 
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"  marshals  of  that  district."  lie  therefore  perceives,  with  the 
deajDest  regret,  the  necessity  to  which  he  may  be  reduced,  of 
calling  forth  the  national  force,  in  order  to  support  the  national 
authority,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  executed ;  but  he  has 
determined  previously,  to  address  himself  to  the  patriotism 
and  reason  of  the  people  of  the  western  counties,  and  to  try 
the  moderation  of  government,  in  hope's  that  he  may  not  be 
compelled  to  resort  to  its  strength.  But  we  must  not  conceal 
from  you,  that  it  is  also  his  fixed  determination,  if  these  hopes 
should  be  disappointed,  to  employ  the  force — and  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary, the  whole  force  of  the  Union — to  secure  the  execution 
of  the  laws.  lie  has,  therefore,  authorized  us  to  repair  hither, 
and  by  free  conferences  and  the  powers  vested  in  us,  to  en- 
deavour to  put  an  end  to  the  present  disturbances,  and  the  op- 
position to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  in  a  manner  that  may  be 
finally  satisfactory  to  all  our  fellow  citizens. 

We  hope  that  this  moderation  in  the  government  will  not  be 
misconstrued  by  the  citizens,  to  whom  we  are  sent.  The  presi 
■dent,  who  feels  a  paternal  solicitude  for  their  welfare,  wishes 
to  prevent  the  calamities  that  are  impending  over  them — to 
state  to  them  clearly,  the  inevitable  consequences  of  further 
resistance ;  to  recall  them  to  their  duty,  and  to  prove  to  the 
whole  world,  that  if  military  coercion  must  be  employed,  it 
is  their  choice  and  not  his. 

The  powers  Vested  in  us,  will  enable  us  so  to  arrange  the 
-execution  of  the  acts  for  raising  a  revenue  on  distilled  spirits 
and  stills,  that  little  inconvenience  will  arise  therefrom  to  the 
people  ;  to  prevent  as  far  as  is  consistant  with  the  public  in- 
terests,  the  commencing  prosecutions  under  those  acts,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  places  where  the  delinquents  reside  ;  to  sus- 
pend prosecutions  for  the  late  offences  against  the  united 
states,  and  even  to  engage  for  a  general  pardon  and  oblivion 
of  them. 

But  gentlemen,  we  explicitely  declare  to  you,  that  the  exer- 
cise of  these  powers  must  be  preceded  by  full  and  satisfac- 
tory assurances  of  a  sincere  determination  in  the  people,  to 
obey  the  laws  of  the  united  states,  and  their  eventual  opera- 
tion must  depend  upon  a  correspondent  acquiesence  in  the  acts 
which  have  been  opposed. 
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We  have  not,  and  coming  from  the  executive,  you  well  know 
that  we  cannot,  have  any  authority  to  suspend  the  laws  or  to 
offer  the  most  distant  hopes  that  the  acts,  the  execution  of 
which  has  been  obstructed,  Avill  be  repealed  ;  on  the  contrary, 
we  are  free  to  declare  to  you  our  private  opinions,  that  the  na- 
tional councils,  while  they  consult  the  general  interests  of  the 
republic,  and  endeavour  to  conciliate  every  part  by  local  ac- 
commodations to  citizens  who  respect -tlie  laws,  will  sternly  re- 
fuse every  indulgence,  to  men  who  accompany  their  requests 
with  threats,  and  resist  by  force,  the  public  authority. 

Upon  these  principles,  we  are  ready  to  enter  witli  you  into 
the  detail  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  our  powers ;  to  learn 
what  local  accommodations  are  yet  wanting  ;  to  render  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  convenient  to  the  people  ;  to  concert  with 
you  measures  for  restoring  harmony  and  order,  and  for  bury- 
ing the  past  in  oblivion,  and  to  unite  our  endeavours  with 
yours,  to  secure  the  peace  and  happiness  of  uur  common 
country. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  to  apprize  you,  thus  early,  that  at 
present,  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  as  authorized,  to  enter 
into  any  conferences  on  this  subject,  after  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber ensuing.  We  therefore  Iwpe  the  business  will  be  so  con- 
ducted, that  some  definite  answer  may  be  given  us  before  that 
day. 

We  cannot  believe,  that  in  so  great  a  crisis,  any  attempts 
will  be  made  to  temporize  and  procrastinate  by  those  who  sin- 
cerely love  their  country  and  wish  to  secure  its  tranquility. 

We  also  declare  to  you,  that  no  indulgence  will  be  given  to 
any  future  offender  against  the  united  states,  and  that  they 
who  shall  hereafter,  directly  or  indirectly  oppose  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  must  abide  the  consequences  of  their  con- 
duct. 

JAMES  ROSS, 
J.  YEATES, 
WM.  BRADFORD. 
To  the  Committee  of  Conference  assembled  at  Pittsbur"-h. 
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THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  TO   THE   UNITED 
STATES  COMMISSIONERS. 


Pittsburgh,  August  22d,  1794. 

Gextlemex  : — Having'  iu  our  conference,  at  considerable 
length,  stated  to  you  the  grounds  of  that  discontent  which 
exist  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  which  has 
lately  shown  itself  in  acts  of  opposition  to  the  excise  law,  you 
will  consider  us  as  waiving  any  question  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  President  to  call  upon  the  force  of  the  Union  to' 
suppress  them.  It  is  our  object,  as  it  is  yours,  to  compose  the 
disturbance. 

We  are  satisfied  that  iu  substance  you  have  gone  as  far  as 
we  could  expect  the  Executive  to  go.  It  only  remains  to  as- 
certain your  propositions  more  in  detail,  and  to  say  what  ar- 
rangement it  may  be  in  your  power  to  make  with  regard  to 
convenience  in  collecting  the  revenue  under  the  excise  law  ; 
how  far  it  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  to  pre- 
vent commencing  prosecution  under  those  laws  at  a  distance 
from  places  where  the  delinquents  reside  ;  on  what  conditions 
or  circumstances  prosecutions  -for  the  late  violations  shall  be 
suspended  ;  that  is  to  sa}',  whether  on  the  individual  keeping 
the  peace  or  on  its  being  kept  by  the  country  in  general,  and 
also  with  regard  to  the  general  amnesty,  whether  the  claiming 
the  benefit  of  it  by  an  individual,  shall  depend  on  his  own 
future  conduct  or  that  of  the  whole  community. 

We  have  already  stated  to  you,  iu  conference,  that  we  are 
empowered  to  give  you  no  definitive  answer  with  regard  to 
the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  great  question  of  acceding  to 
the  law,  but  that  in  our  opinion,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
tr3^  to  accede,  and  that  we  shall  make  this  report  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  we  are  to  report,  and  state  to  them  the  reasons 
of  our  opinion,  that  so  far  as  they  have  weight  they  may  be 
regarded  by  them.  It  will  be  our  endeavor  to  conciliate,  not 
only  them,  but  the  public  mind  in  general  to  our  views  on  this 
subject.  We  hope  to  be  assisted  by  you,  in  giving  all  that 
extent  and  precision,  clearness  and  certainty,  to  your  proposi- 
tions, that  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  understandings  and 
engage  the  acquiescence  of  the  people. 
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It  is  to  be  underptood,  that  in  acceding  to  the  law,  no  infer- 
ance  is  to  be  drawn  or  construction  made  that  we  will  relin- 
quish a  constitutional  opposition,  but  that  we  will  undeviat- 
ingly  and  constantly  pursue  every  legal  means  and  measures 
for  obtaining  a  repeal  of  the  law  in  question. 

As  we  are  disposed  with  you  to  have  the  sense  of  the  people 
taken  on  the  subject  of  our  conference,  as  speedily  as  may  be, 
with  that  view  we  have  resolved  to  call  the  committee  to  whom 
our  report  is  to  be  made  at  an  earlier  day  than  had  been  ap- 
pointed, to  wit :  on  Thursday',  the  28th  instant,  but  have  not 
thought  ourselves  authorized  in  changing  the  place,  at  Red- 
stone Old  Fort,  on  the  j\Ionongahela. 

By  order  of  the  committeee. 

EDWARD  COOK.* 

Chairmayi. 

To  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Union. 


PROPOSITIONS   SUBMITTED  BY  THE   U.    S.    COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 


Pittsburgh,  Aug.  22d,  1794. 
The  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  confer  with  the  citizens  in  the  Western  parts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, having  been  assured  by  the  Committee  of  conferance 
of  their  determination  to  approve  the  proposals  made,  &  to 
recommend  to  the  Standing  Committee,  appointed  by  the  meet- 
ing at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  a  Submission  to  the  acts  of  Congress, 
upon  the  principles  stated,  do  now  proceed  to  declare  what 

*  Edward  Cook,  of  Westmoreland,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  Conference  which  met  at  Car- 
penter's Hall  June,  177G,  and  also  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
i,hat  year.  In  command  of  rangers  for  frontier  defence  in  1781.  Ap- 
pointed sub-lieutenant  of  We.stm'd  county  1780-1,  and  lieutenant  Jan. 
o,  1782.  Nov.  21,  178fi,  appointed  a  justice  with  jurisdiction  including 
the  county  of  Washington,  and  Aug.  17,  1791,  associate  judge  of  Fay- 
ette county.  In  179G-8,  treasurer  of  Westmoreland  county.  He  was 
a  naan  of  inflnence  and  was  cho.sen  chairman  of  the  Mingo  Creek 
meeting. 
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assurances  of  submission  will  be  deemed  full  and  satisfactory, 
and  to  detail  the  Engagements  which  they  have[power  to  make  : 

1.  It  is  Expected  and  required  by  the  said  commissioners, 
that  the  citizens  composing  the  said  standing^committee  do, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next,  explicitly  declare 
their  determination  to  submittto  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  oppose  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  acts  for  raising  a  Revenue  on  distilled  spirits  and 
stills. 

2.  That  they  do  explicitly  recommend  to  the  people,  by  a 
Resolution  to  that  Effect,  a  perfect  and  entire  acquiesence  un- 
der the  Execution  of  the  said  acts. 

3.  That  they  do,  in  like  manner,  recommend  that  no  farther 
violence,  injuries  or  threats  be  offered  to  the  persons  or  against 
the  property  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  citizens 
complying  with  the  Laws  ;  and  do  declare  their  determination 
to  support  (as  far  as  the  laws  require)  the  civil  authority  in 
affording  the  protection  due  to  all  officers  and  citizens. 

4.  That  measures  be  taken  to  ascertain,  by  meetings  in  elec- 
tion districts  or  otherwise,  the  determination  of  the  people  to 
submitt  to  the  said  laws,  or  resist  them,  and  that  satisfactory 
assurances  be  given  to  the  said  commissioners,  that  the  people 
have  so  determined  to  submitt,  on  or  before  the  1-lth  of  Sep- 
tember  next. 

The  said  commissioners  do  promise  and  engage,  if  a  full  & 
perfect  compliance  with  the  above  requisitions  shall  take 
place,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

I.  No  prosecution  for  any  Treason  or  other  Inditablo  offence 
against  the  United  States,  committed  in  the  fourth  survey  of 
Pennsylvania,  before  this  day  shall  be  commenced,  or  pro- 
ceeded on,  until  the  tenth  day  of  July  next. 

n.  If  there  shall  bo  a  general  and  sincere  acquiesence  in  the 
Execution  of  the  said  acts,  until  the  said  tenth  day  of  July 
next,  a  general  pardon  and  oblivion  of  all  such  offences  shall 
be  granted  ;  excepting  therefrom,  nevertheless,  every  person 
who  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  willfully  obstruct,  or  attempt  to 
obstruct  the  Execution  of  any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  be  in  any  wise  aiding  or  abetting  therein. 

III.  Congress  having,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  fifth  day  of 
June  last,   authorized  the  State  courts  to  take  cognizance  of 
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offences  against  the  said  acts  for  raising  a  revenue  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  stills,  the  President  has  determined  that  he 
will  direct  suits  against  such  delinquents,  to  be  prosecuted 
therein,  if,  upon  experiment,  it  be  found  that  local  prejudices 
do  not  obstruct  the  faithful  administration  of  Justice  ;  but  it  is 
to  be  understood,  that  of  this  he  must  be  the  Judge,  &  that  he 
has  no  authority  to  part  with  any  power  vested  in  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States. 

IV,  Certain  beneficial  arrangements  for  adjusting  delinquen- 
cies &  prosecutions,  for  penalties,  now  depending,  shall  be 
made  and  communicated  by  the  officers  appointed  to  carry  the 
said  acts  into  Execution. 

Given  under  our  Hands  at  Pittsburgh,  this  22d  day  of  Aug'l,. 
1(94. 

JAMES  ROSS, 
J.  YEATES,*  ' 
WM.  BRADFORD. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN    TO   PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  22nd  August,  1794. 

Sir  : — In  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  Report,  dated  the 
5th  instant,  and  published  with  your  assent,  relatively  to  the 
opposition  which  has  been  given  to  the  execution  of  the  laws 
for  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States 
and  upon  stills,  the  following  passage  occurs  : 

"  This  is  at  once  an  example  of  a  disposition  to  support  the 
"  laws  of  the  Union,  and  of  an  opposite  one,  in  the  local  offi- 

*  Jasper  Yeates  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  born 
in  1745.  His  parents  removed  to  Lancaster  in  17G4.  He  was  educated 
principally  at  the  Philadelphia  College.  In  1774  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Lancaster  County  Committee  of  Observation,  and  also  of  the  Penn'a 
Convention  to  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  from  1791  to  1817,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  he  was  in  the  diflerent  circuits  of  the  State. 
His  mind  was  vigorous,  and  his  opinions  bold.  He  was  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  President  Washington  to  confer  with  the  west- 
ern insurgents.  He  died  at  Lancaster  14th  March,  1817.  He  published 
"Keportsof  Cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn'a,  1791-1808,  4  vols. 
Plis  reports  are  the  second  of  the  series  immediately  succeeding  those, 
of  Mr.  Dallas. 
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"  cers  of  Pennsylvania  within  the  non-complying  scene.  But 
"  it  is  a  truth,  too  important  not  to  be  noticed,  and  too  injuri- 
*'  ous  not  to  be  lamented,  that  the  prevailing  spirit  of  those 
"  officers  has  been  either  hostile  or  lukewarm  to  the  execution 
"  of  those  laws,  and  that  the  weight  of  an  unfriendly  official 
"influence  has  been  one  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  with 
"  which  they  had  to  struggle." 

Desirous  of  manifesting  in  every  way  a  zealous  co-operation 
in  the  views  of  the  General  Government,  permit  me  to  request, 
that  you  will  direct  the  evidence  on  which  the  above  charge 
is  founded  to  be  communicated  to  me,  in  order  that  I  may  take 
the  proper  steps  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment and  to  remove  the  delinquent  officers.  If  any  officer 
w^hose  commission  depends  on  the  will  of  the  Executive  Mag- 
istrate, has  evinced  "a  spirit  hostile  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws"  of  the  Union,  or  has  obstructed  their  operation  by  "the 
weight  of  an  unfriendly  official  influence,"  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  promise  the  severest  animadversion  upon  so  criminal  a  con- 
duct, and  where  the  commission  does  not  depend  upon  my 
grant,  I  will  earnestly  recommend  the  subject  to  the  attention 
(/f  the  Legislature.  In  its  present  form,  however,  the  charge 
is  so  indiscriminate  that  those  citizens  who  may  be  involved 
in  its  obloquy,  do  not  enjoy  a  fair  opportunity  for  defence,  nor 
does  the  Government  possess  the  means  to  discover  the  proper 
objects  for  its  indignation  and  censure. 
I  am,  with  perfect  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't  Il'ble  Serv., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


REPORT  OF   THE   PENN'A  COMMISSIONERS    TO    THE 
GOVERNOR. 


Pittsburgh,  August  22d,  1794. 
Sir  : — We  arrived  at  this  Borough  on  Sunday  last  and  at  the 
Inn  where  we  alighted  met  with  the  three  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States.     On  the  road 
^ve  had  frequent  conversations  with  Individuals  of  respectable 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  195 

characters  concerning  the  business  assigned  us,  and  met  with 
discouragement  from  everyone.  There  has' been  a  Conven- 
tion of  Committees  from  every  township,  excepting  four,  in 
the  four  Western  counties  of  this  State  and  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  small  village  called  Berlin,  in  the  county  of 
Bedford,  being  to  the  Westward  of  the  Allegheny  mountain, 
and  also  from  part  of  the  county  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Viginia, 
at  Parkison's  ferry  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  where  several 
resolutions  were  passed,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  taken  by 
James  Boss,  Esquire,  and  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  transmitted  to  the  President,  but  no  duplicate  retained. 
However  we  had  learned  the  contents  from  some  of  the  Con 
vention  whom  we  met  on  the  road  before  we  reached  Greens- 
burgh;  and  since  we  have  been  here,  have  been  informed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  from  memory,  that  the  ac- 
count we  had  received  was  accurate.  The  Resolves,  alluded 
to,  have  been  printed  here  this  day,  which  is  the  first  time  we 
have  seen  them  ;  the  paper  in  which  they  have  been  published. 
Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith. 

On  Monday  we  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  facts  that  led 
immediately  to  the  Riots  in  this  county  on  the  ICth  &  17th  of 
last  month  at  General  Nevil's  Estate,  and  the  result  is  as  fol- 
lows :  The  Marshal  for  the  District  of  Pennsjdvania  had  pro- 
cess to  serve  upon  divers  persons  residing  in  the  counties  of 
Fayette  and  Allegheny,  and  had  executed  them  all  (above 
thirty)  without  molestation  or  difficulty,  excepting  one,  which 
was  against  a  Mr.  Shaw  ;  he,  or  some  other  person  went 
to  the  place  where  Doctor  Beard,  the  Brigade  Inspector  for 
Washington  county,  was  hearing  Appeals  made  by  some  of 
the  Militia  of  a  Battalion,  who  had  been  called  upon  for  a  pro- 
portion of  the  quota  of  this  State  of  the  eighty  thousand  men, 
to  be  in  readiness  agreeably  to  an  Act  of  Congress  ;  there  were 
upwards  of  fifty  there  with  their  fire-arms,  to  whom  it  was  re- 
lated, that  the  Federal  Sheriff  (as  they  stiled  the  Marshall)  had 
been  serving  writs  in  Allegheny  county  &  carrying  the  people 
to  Philadelphia  for  not  complying  with  the  Excise  laws  and 
that  he  was  at  General  Nevil's  house.  It  was  then  in  the  night 
of  the  15th  of  last  month,  between  thirty  &  forty  flew  instantly 
13— Vol.  IV. 
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to  their  arms  and  marched  towards  Mr.  Nevil's,  about  twelve 
miles  distant,  where  they  appeared  early  next  morning.  Your 
Excellency  has  already  heard  the  tragical  event. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  Delinquents  against  whom  the 
Marshal  had  process  told  him,  they  would  enter  their  stills  and 
pay  him  the  excise  together  with  the  costs  of  suit.  Major 
Lennox  applauded  their  prudent  conduct,  and  told  them,  that 
tho'  he  had  not  authority  to  comply  with  their  wishes,  yet  if 
they  would  enter  their  stills  with  the  Inspector  &  procure  his 
certificate  and  send  it  to  Philadelphia,  upon  payment  of  the 
money  due  with  the  costs  he  was  persuaded  all  further  prose- 
cutions would  be  stayed. 

If  this  detail  is  true,  it  is  evident  the  outrages  committed  at 
Mr.  Nevil's  were  not  owing  to  deliberate  preconcerted  meas- 
ures, but  originated  in  an  unbridled  gust  of  passion  artfully 
raised  among  young  men,  who  may  have  been  at  the  time  too 
much  heated  with  strong  drink. 

On  Monday  Evening  Mr.  Attorney  General  Bradford  informed 
us,  that  the  Gentlemen  appointed  by  the  President  would  be 
glad  to  have  a  conference  with  those  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor respecting  our  respective  missions.  To  this  we  cheer, 
fully  agreed,  observing  that  tho'  our  views  might  be  the 
same,  the  means  adopted  might  otherwise  counteract  or  mili- 
tate with  each  other.  Accordingly  we  met  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing and  verbally  communicated  our  respective  powers,  which 
were  fouud  to  be  in  substance  the  same.  It  was  agreed,  that 
we  would  jointly  confer  with  a  Committee,  named  for  that  pur- 
pose, at  the  Convention  on  the  14th  instant  at  Parkison's  ferry, 
and  who  are  to  report  to  a  committee  of  sixty,  called  a  com- 
mittee of  safety,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  next  month,  and  that 
after  the  conference  we  should  withdraw  and  then  severally 
make  our  proposals  in  writing,  and  request  an  answer  thereto 
also  in  writing. 

It  rained  on  Wednesday,  from  morning  until  the  afternoon, 
which  delayed  the  arrival  of  the  Committee  of  twelve,  until 
it  was  late,  some  of  them  having  rode  near  sixty  miles.  They 
sent  three  gentlemen  of  their  number  to  the  Commissioners  to 
notify  their  arrival,  and  fix  a  time  &  place  for  the  conference, 
which,  it  was  agreed,  should  be  next  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 
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at  the  lull  of  Mr.  M'Masters,  and  conducted  in  private.  We 
met  accordingly,  &  con%'ersed  together  freely  for  several  hours. 
The  supposed  grievances  were  numerous,  but  they  dwelt  prin- 
cipally on  their  being  sued  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  compelled  to  attend  trials  at  the  distance  of  three  hundred 
miles  from  their  places  of  abode,  before  Judges  &  Jurors,  who 
are  strangers  to  them,  and  by  whom  the  credit  due  to  witnesses 
entirely  unknown,  could  not  be  properly  estimated  ;  and  the 
inability  to  pay  the  excise,  owing  to  the  restrained  state  of 
their  trade  &  commerce.  Every  argument  against  an  excise 
was  urged,  and  the  excessive  ferments  &  rage,  at  present, 
among  the  inhabitants,  were  not  omitted  in  the  sequel,  which 
were  painted  in  audi  colors  as  clearlg  evidenced  an  apprehcnsioh, 
in  the  gentlemen  themselves,  respecting  the  safety  of  their  own 
persons  and  property,  if  they  should  even  recommend  what  they 
conceived  to  be  best  for  the  people,  in  the  deplorable  situation  to 
which  they  have  brought  themselves.  We  adjourned  till  four 
o'clock,  when  we  again  met,  and  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Government  of  the  Union,  presented  their  propositions  in 
writing ;  we  also  presented  ours,  being  short  &  explicit ;  a 
copy  of  whicii  we  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith.  The 
Gentlemen  took  them  into  consideration,  and  are  to  give  an 
answer  some  time  to  da}'. 

Impressed  with  the  Idea  that  the  spirit  of  the  people,  in  these 
counties,  may  be  diffused  into  other  counties  and  States,  we  have 
urged  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  termination  of  this  business,  and 
to  that  end  the  calling  the  committee  of  sixty  together,  at  an 
earlier  day  than  the  one  fixed  upon ;  tho'  the  Gentlemen  pi^ess  us 
to  allow  time  for  the  people  to  cool,  yet  we  believe  they  will  grati- 
fy us  in  this  request.  We  are  acquainted  personally  with  the 
Committee  of  twelve,  and  think  them  well  disposed,  and  yet 
we  are  constrained  to  tell  you  that  our  prospects  of  a  happy  con- 
clusion of  this  arduous  mission  have  hitherto  been  very  faint ; 
however,  we  are  not  altogether  without  a  hope  of  success.  Just 
now  we  have  received  an  answer  in  writing  to  our  proposi- 
tions, which  do  not  come  up  quite  to  our  wishes,  but  we  ex- 
pect from  what  has  been  said,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  accom- 
modate the  business  with  them. 
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As  tlio  Post  is  just  setting  out,  we  have  not  time  to  furnish 
a  copy  of  the  answer,  and  must  conclude  by  subscribing  our- 
selves, with  great  regard. 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servants, 

THO.  M'KEAN, 
WM.  IRVINE. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Miffux. 


THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  TO    THE   PENN'A 
COMMISSIONERS. 


Pittsburgh,  AugU  22d,  1794. 

Gentlemen'  : — The  Committee  of  conference  having  made  up 
their  opinions,  and  expressed  it  to  the  Commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  Union,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  this  country,  that 
■on  the  terms  of  accommodation  proposed  by  them,  there  should 
^e  a  submission  to  that  law,  which  has  been  the  occasion  of 
certain  acts  of  opposition  lately  said  to  be  committed  within 
the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  it  will,  of  course,  be  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  acts  of  opposition  shall  cease, 
^nd  they  will  be  disposed  to  recommend  this  temper  and  prin- 
'ciple  to  others.  They  will  report  it  particularly  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  safety,  to  whom  they  are  to  make  report,  and  they 
will  state  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  themselves  in  being 
disposed  to  wish  a  general  subordination  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union.  But  the  signing  any  instrument  of  writing,  will  have 
the  air  of  a  recognizance,  and  of  having  broke  the  peace  or 
being  disposed  to  do  it  on  their  part ;  whereas  in  fact  we  ex. 
pect  to  be  considered  as  a  body  well  affected  to  the  peace  ot 
the  country,  and  coming  forward,  not  only  on  behalf  of  those 
who  may  have  violated  the  peace,  but  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Country  who  have  organised  themselves  in  Committees  in  or- 
der to  preserve  it. 

As  to  what  the  Committee  of  sixty  may  do,  must  remain 
with  themselves  ;  we  shall  make  report  to  them  of  the  propo- 
sition. 
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We  wish  it  to  be  uuderstood,  that  it  will  be  one  thin-  fur  us 
or  them  to  declare  our  sentiments  and  to  support  them  "by  ar- 
guments, and  another  to  subscribe  our  names  to  any  writing 
ni  any  other  manner,  than  as  other  public  bodies,  by  their  offi! 
cial  Representative  of  Chairman  or  President 

A\^e  would  request,  therefore,  that  the  proposition  bo  recon- 
sidered,  and  that  some  other  evidence  of  submission  to  the 
laws  may  be  accepted  from  the  people,  which  may  substanti- 
ally have  the  same  effect  without  a  form  which  may  be  misun- 
derstood by  them,  and  in  which  they  may  not  so  readily  ac 
quiesce.     It  IS  also  our  wish  and  expectation,  that  the  propo- 
sition  of  an  amnesty  may  extend  to  the  County  of  Bedford     It 
^8  our  Idea  also,  that  it  will  have  a  good  effect  in  reconciling 
the  public  mind  to  have  the  amnesty  considered  as  absolute  at 
this  time,  liable  to  be  forfeited  only  as  to  its  benefits,  by  the 
luture  violation  of  the  laws  by  the  individual. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 
^     ^  EDWARD  COOK,   Chairman. 

To  Thomas  McKean  &  William  Ikvine,  Commissioners  on 
the  part  of  Pennsylvania. 


THE    PENN'A  COxMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE 
OF  CONFERENCE. 


Pittsburgh,  August  22d,  1794. 
Gentlemen  .--We  received  your  answer,  signed  Edward 
took  Chairman,  of  this  day's  date,  and  observe  thatyouhave 
m  a  degree,  confined  yourselves  to  a  subordination  to  the  laws 
ot  the  i7/izon  ;  these  we  consider  as  part  of  the  laws  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  but  independent  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
btates,  you  cannot  be  insensible  that  the  laws,  the  peace  and 
dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  more 
essentially  violated  in  the  County  of  Aligheny ;  and  tho'  from 
a  knowledge  of  your  characters  and  a  confidence  in  your  dispo- 
tions,  we  rest  assured  of  your  chearfull  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  the  Stale,  and  that  you  will  inculcate  the  like  amono-  your 
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lellow  citizens,  yet  we  would  have  been  pleased  bad  it  been 
expressed. 

Your  objections  to  signing  your- names  respectively  to  your 
answer,  we  have  considered  ;  and  tho'  the  signing  the  name 
as  Chairman,  Speaker  or  President,  in  regular  constituted 
bodies,  implies  the  consent  of  the  majority  which  binds  the 
whole  ;  yet  it  means  no  more,  and  in  the  present  body  of 
twelve,  one-half  of  the  number  present  may  not  have  acqui- 
esced in  the  act,  and  yefit  may  be  formally  true.  For  this 
reason  we  wished  for  your  respective  signatures,  or  that  it  had 
been  written,  signed  by  the  Unanimous  consent  of  the  Com- 
mittee, or  otherwise  to  have  ascertained  the  number. 

AVe  have  never  before  heard  it  suggested,  that  a  person's 
signing  his  name  to  any  instrument  implying  an  engagement 
or  promise  to  do  a  lawfnll  act,  had  the  air  of  a  recognizance  ; 
nor  did  we  ever  mean  that  it  could  be  supposed  that  any  gen- 
tleman of  this  Commitee  was  implicated  in  the  late  riots  in 
the  Counties  ;  we  only  wished  to  have  the  weight  that  your 
names  and  characters  would  give  to  the  ef!ectual  quif^ting  the 
present  uuf  asiness  among  the  people. 

When  we  were  Commissioned  to  the  present  pacific  and 
humane  service,  it  was  not  known  to  the  Governor  that  an}' 
aggressions  of  the  nature  you  allude  to  had  been  committed 
in  the  County  of  Bedford,  &  of  course  our  powers  do  not  ex- 
tend to  them,  but  if  no  future  violation  of  the  peace  shall  hap- 
pen on  a  similar  occasion,  it  is  more  than  probable  his  Excel- 
lency v.'ill  extend  his  pardon  to  what  has  passed  since,  and 
which  may  require  an  amnisty. 

We  cannot  grant  a  general  pardoii  as  yet ;  but  when  we 
shall  receive  reasonable  assurances  that  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Counties  have  returned  to  their  duty,  to  an  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  that  peace,  order  &  tranquility  have  been  restored, 
we  shall  rejoice  in  having  the  opportunity  of  granting  it  with- 
out a  day's  delay. 

We  are.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obcd't  servants, 

TIIO.  M'KEAX, 
WM.  IRVINE. 
To  the   Committee  of  conference  of  the  Counties  of  West- 
moreland, Vs'ashington,  Fayette  and  Allegheny. 
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COMMITTEE    OF    OHIO    COUNTY,  VIRGINIA,   TO  THE 
UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONERS. 


PiTTScuRGH,  August  23,  1T94. 
Gextlemex  : — We  have  seen,  by  j^our  letter  of  this  day,  that 
you  have  been  vrell  assured  that  the  people  of  Ohio  county- 
did  not  generally  authorize  us  to  represent  them.  All  we  have 
to  say  on  that  subject  is,  that  we  were  authorized  fully  and 
generally  by  such  persons  as  met  on  that  occasion.  Whether 
any  of  the  inhabitants  were  dissatified  with  our  being  appoint 
ed  for  that  purpose,  or  whether  there  were  any  who  did  not 
wish  an  appointment  to  take  place  at  all,  we  know  not ;  but 
we  pretend  to  have  no  other  design  than  that  of  representing 
such  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio  county  as  sent  us  here. 

Waiving,  however,  the  mere  personal  subject,  we  think  it  a 
duty  we  owe  our  fellow  citizens,  to  wwh  (and  we  know  it  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  whole  committee  of  conference) 
that  no  distinction  should  be  made  between  offenses  commit- 
ted upon  the  same  occasion,  arising  from  the  same  source,  and 
perpetrated  at  the  same  time  whether  they  happened  in  Penn- 
sylvania or  in  Virginia ;  and  we,  therefore,  hope  you  will  con- 
ceive it  upon  full  examination  to  be  part  of  your  present  pacific 
mission  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Virginia  as  well 
as  those  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  you  will  give  assurances 
that  the  same  proofs  which  you  require  from  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  of  their  determination  to  submit  to  the  laws  shall 
be  deemed  sufiScient,  when  given  b}^  the  people  of  Ohio 
county,  to  induce  you  to  recommend  to  the  President  to  ex- 
tend a  similar  pardon  to  any  offenses  committed  there  against 
the  United  States,  and  that,  whatever  objects  you  may  have, 
to  consider  us  in  the  same  point  of  view  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  of  conference,  you  will  not  require  dif- 
ferent conditions  from,  or  propose  diflerent  terms  to,  the  citi- 
zens of' the  two  States,  &c. 

AVe  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  sarvants, 
ROB'T  STEPHENSON, 
WILLIAM  SUTHERLAND, 
WILLIAM  McKINLEY. 
To  the  Commissioners  for  the  United  States. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  COM- 
MITTEE OF  OHIO  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 


Pittsburgh,  August  2od,  1794: 
Gentlemen  : — Having  conversed  with  you  on  the  subject  of 
your  letter  of  this  date,  we  declare  to  you,  that  if  the  same 
declarations  and  assurances  are  made  by  you,  wliich  it  is  re- 
quired should  be  made  by  the  citizens  to  be  assembled  at 
Redstone,  and  if  satisfactory  assurances  are  also  given  to  us  of 
a  sincere  determination  of  those  individuals,  in  Ohio  county, 
who  sent  you  hither,  to  submit  to  the  laws  for  raising  a  reve- 
nue on  distilled  spirits  and  stills,  on  or  before  the  14th  Sep- 
tember next,  in  such  case  we  will  recommend  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  your  petition,  requesting  that  a  pardon 
may  be  granted  for  any  indictable  offense  against  the  United 
States,  committed  in  Ohio  county,  since  the  15th  day  of  July 
last,  and  before  the  present  day,  on  the  same  terms  offered  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fourth  survey  of  Pennsylvania.  But,  as 
certain  bonds  have  been  lately  taken  by  force  from  Zacheus 
Biggs,  the  collector  of  the  said  revenue  in  Ohio  county,  it  is 
to  be  clearly  understood  that  said  pardon  shall  not  extend  to 
prevent  any  civil  remedy  against  those  who  have  destroyed 
the  said  bonds,  or  are  parties  to  them. 
Given  under  our  hands,  August  23,  1794. 

JAMES  ROSS, 
J.  YEATES, 
WM.  BRADFORD. 
To  Messrs.   Robert  Stephenson,  William  Sutherland    and 
WiLLuSi  McKinley. 
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REPLY    OF   THE   COMMITTEE  OF  OHIO  COUNTY,  VIR- 
GINIA, TO  THE  U.  S.  COMMISSIONERS, 


Pittsburgh,  August  23,  1794. 
Gentl.  : — Having  Couciderd  your  Letter  of  this  Deate,  since 
the  Departur  of  the  speachel  Comatie  delegated  from  West- 
moreland, Washington,  Featt  &  Aleganie  countis  in  Pensil- 
venea,  &  Considering  ourSelves  a  Justifyabel  repsentation  of 
those  inhabtents  of  Ohio  County,  by  whome  we  were  Deli- 
gated,  &  a  part  of  that  speachell  Comitee  to  whom  your  prpo- 
sals  wear  mead  and  Accepted  yesterday  and  the  day  posding, 
and  relying  on  the  faith  alr'dy  pledged  by  you,  and  Acepted 
by  the  Speachell  Comatee,  we  d'clin  entering  any  further  on 
this  Bussens  untell  we  Consult  our  Constaituents  &  the  Com- 
etee  of  Safety. 

We  are,  Gentl.,  with  esteem, 

your  most  Obed.  Humble  Serv't. 

ROBERT  STEPHENSON, 
WILLIAM  SUTHERLAND, 
WM.  McKINLEY. 


THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  TO  THE  COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Pittsburgh,  August  23,  1794. 

Gentlemen  : — AVe  are  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given  of 
what  was  intended  by  requiring  our  individual  signatures  to 
any  assurance  we  should  have  given  of  our  own  disposition  ta 
preserve  peace,  or  to  conciliate  that  temper  in  others. 

We  are  certainly  disposed  to  preserve  peace,  and  to  recom- 
mend it  to  others,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  on  the  terms  of  accommodation  settled  with  the  com- 
missioners from  thence,  but  more  especially  with  regard  to  the 
laws  of  our  respective  States,  and  Pennsylvania  in  particular; 
we  are  unanimous  in  declaring  our  resolutions  to  support  the 
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laws,  so  that  no  impediment  shall  exist  to  the  due  and  faithful 
administration  of  justice,  and  we  can  with  the  more  confidence 
engage  this  on  behalf  of  our  fellow  citizens,  as  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  representatives  of  townships,  on  the  14th  of 
August  inst,  a  resolution  to  this  effect  was  expressed  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  meeting ;  and  in  fact  we  can  assure 
you,  though  it  may  have  been  otherwise  construed,  that  a  great 
and  leading  object  of  that  meeting  was  the  establishment  of 
peace  amongst  ourselves,  and  subordination  to  the  State  gov- 
ernment. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

EDWARD  COOK,  Chairman. 
The  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  State. 


DELIBERATIONS    OF    THE    COMMITTEE   OF    CONFER- 
ENCE. 


Pittsburgh,  August  23,  1194. 

The  Committee  deliberating  on  the  foregoing,  the  great  and 
solemn  question  was  considered  whether  we  should  accede  or 
reject,  in  other  words,  whether  we  should  have  peace  or  a  civil 
war. 

It  was  considered  that  a  convulsion  at  this  time  might  affect 
the  great  interests,  of  the  Union,  that,  notwithstanding  an  un- 
worthy debt  was  accumulated  in  the  bands  of  monied  men, 
by  means  of  the  funding  system,  j'et  the  foreign  debt  was 
justly  due,  and  also  a  considerable  part  of  the  domestic,  for 
which  actual  service  had  been  rendered  or  value  given,  that  it 
might  affect  the  payment  of  these  two  species  of  debt,  to 
countenance  an  opposition  which  might  communicate  itself  to 
other  branches  of  the  revenue.  That  a  convulsion  of  this  na- 
ture becoming  general,  might  affect  a  nation  of  Europe  strug- 
gling at  this  moment  for  life  and  liberty,  by  impeding  the 
United  States  in  making  those  remittances  in  payment  of  the 
debt  due  to  them,  which  their  situation  essentially  demanded  ; 
that  a  convulsion,  even  in  this  country,  might  affect  the  ne- 
gociations   pending,  in  which  our  interests  were  essentially 
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concerned — tlie  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi — the  deliv- 
ery of  the  western  ports  and  our  protection  from  a  frontier 
enemy.  That  it  might  give  offense  to  our  fellovp' citizens  else- 
where, who  might  excuse  a  sudden  outrage,  but  might  resent 
a  formed  system  undertaken  without  their  consent ;  more  es- 
pecially, as  they  might  not  yet  know  the  local  and  peculiar 
grievances  of  this  countrj^  and  be  disposed  to  make  a  proper 
allowance  for  the  consequences  ;  that  the  constitutional  means 
of  remonstrance  might  not  yd  be  altogether  exhausted,  and  so 
it  might  become  us  still  yet  to  persevere  ;  that  even  a  contest 
with  the  United  States,  should  it  be  successful,  must  involve 
this  country,  for  a  time  at  least,  in  ruin.  That  for  this  reason, 
every  man  ought  to  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart  and  answer, 
whether  he  would  think  himself  justifiable  in  countenancing 
the  idea  of  a  war  ;  he  ought  to  make  up  his  mind,  and  be  sure 
that  on  every  principle  he  was  justifiable,  having  a  confidence 
not  only  of  right,  but  of  power  also. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  it  was  thought  adviseable  to 
concede,  as  contained  in  tlie  answer  to  the  commissioners. 


THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  TO  THE  COMMIS- 
SIGNERS  OF  THE  UNION. 


Pittsburgh,  Aug' I  23d,  1794. 

Gent.  : — "We  presume  it  has  been  understood  by  you  that 
the  conference  on  our  part  consists  of  members  not  only  from 
the  counties  of  Pcnnsilvania,  West  of  the  Allegheny  Moun- 
tain, but  also  from  Ohio  County,  in  Virginia,  and  your  propo- 
sitions made  in  general  by  your  first  letter  being  addressed  to 
this  Conference,  the  Ohio  County  was  considered  as  included, 
yet  in  your  propositions  made  in  detail  by  j'^our  last  you  con- 
fine them  to  the  survey  within  Pcnnsilvania.  We  would  re- 
quest an  explanation  in  this  particular. 

We  have  only  farther  to  say,  we  shall  make  a  faithful  report 
of  your  propositions  and  recommend  them  to  the  people,  and 
however  they  may  be  received,  we  are  persuaded    nothing 
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more  could  have  been  done  by  you  or  us  to  bring  this  busi- 
ness to  an  accommodation. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

ED.  COOK,  Chairman. 
The  Commis'rs  on  behalf  of  the  Union. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  COMMISSIONERS  TO  GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  August  2od,  1794. 
Sir  : — We  wrote  your  Excellency  yesterday  by  post  'f  since 
then  we  transcribed  the  answer  from  the  Committee  to  our  pro- 
positions for  an  accommodation,  and  have  inclosed  a  copy 
herewith  and  also  our  reply  and  their  rejoinder,  from  which 
you  will  perceive  that  things  are  in  as  good  a  train  as  can  be 
expected  in  so  short  a  time.  If  no  unforseen  misfortune  in- 
tervenes we  hope  such  measures  will  be  adopted  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  of  safety  on  thursday  next,  as  will  put  an 
end  to  the  troubles  in  this  Country.  It  is  not  yet  determined 
whether  the  Commissioners  will  attend  that  meeting. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obe't  servants, 

THO.  M'KEAN, 
WM.  IRVINE. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 


WM.  FINDLEY  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Pittsburgh,  August  23,  1794. 
De.\r  Sir: — The  haste  in  which  I  write  will  not  permit  me 
to  be  particular  with  respect  to  the  late  outrages  in  this  coun- 
try. I  am  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  the  spirit 
of  outrage  has  in  a  great  measure  subsided,  though  the  aver- 
sion to  Excises  is  too  deep-rooted  ever  to  be  erradicated.     In- 
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formation  respecting  the  source  of  the  disturbances  has  gener- 
ally been  erronious.  They  were  not  the  result  of  a  preconcerted 
plan  as  has  been  suggested,  therefore,  not  conducted  with  sys- 
tem. 

The  flame,  however,  spread  with  an  infatuation  almost  in- 
credible ;  for  some  time  the  voice  of  reason  could  be  heard  nor 
•durst  scarce  be  uttered.  There  's  nothing  of  Lenox  having 
been  up  untill  1  heard  ot  it  by  the  outrages,  but  though  I  lived 
out  of  reach  of  the  first  paroxisms,  the  same  spirit  soon  pre- 
vailed in  my  Neighborhood.  I  endeavored,  however,  to  have 
Moderate  men  sent  to  the  Monougahella  meeting,  and  I  went 
myself  and  advised  as  many  of  my  Friends  with  me  as  I  could, 
■besides  the  persons  elected,  concluding  that  every  sensible 
man  would  have  influence  with  some  friend  or  other. 

Messrs.  Yates  and  Bradford  came  to  Greensburgh  the  morn- 
ing of  the  meeting,  and  wrote  by  express  to  me  of  their  pacific 
intentions  and  authority,  which  being  communicated  to  the 
meeting,  had  a  salutary  efi'ect ;  and  a  Committee  of  discreet  men 
were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Commissioners  at  Pittsburgh, 
but  unfortunately,  the  news  Papers  came  next  Morning  with 
the  President's  Proclamation  and  the  Orders  for  an  armed  force 
as  a  Substitute  for  Judicial  Proceedings  ;  this  irritatted  and  in- 
flamed those  even  who  had  been  formerly  moderate  and  regu- 
lar, and  greatly  encreased  the  difficulty  of  accommodation.  I 
have  attended  the  meetings  at  Monougahella  and  Pittsburgh, 
And  Probably  will  go  to  the  concluding  meeting  at  Redstone. 
My  appearing  in  the  first  instance  was  contrary  to  the  advice 
of  friends,  but  I  thought  the  crises  too  serious  to  stand  upon 
points  of  personally  delicacy.  Mr.  Gallatin  has  been  a  Mem- 
ber of  those  meetings  and  exceedingly  usefull.  Mr.  Smilyhas 
not  appeared. 

I  am  with  sincere  esteem,  Yours,  &c., 

WM.  FIND  LEY. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Ritchy,  can  inform  you  fully  of  Particu- 
lars— a  final  accommodation,  I  believe,  will  be  the  result. 
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THE  U.  S.  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF 
CONFERENCE. 


Pittsburgh,  August  2M,  1794. 

Gektlemex  : — Having-  received  your  assurances  of  your  ap- 
probation of  the  propositions  made  by  us,  and  your  determina- 
tion to  recommend  them  to  the  people,  we  have  nothing  farther 
to  add,  except  to  repl3''to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates 
to  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio  county.  The  whole  tenor  of  our 
letter  of  the  21st  inst.  shows  that  we  had  come  among  you  in 
consequence  of  the  disturbances  which  had  prevailed  in  the 
western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  to  prevent  the  actual  employ 
ment  of  military  coercion  there  as  contemplated  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  and  that  the  late  offenses  referred  to, 
were  the  insurrections  which  had  prevailed  in  some  of  the 
western  counties.  We,  therefore,  cannot  extend  our  proposi- 
tions. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  were  well  assured  that  the  people  of 
Ohio  county  have  not  generally  authorized  those  gentlemen  to 
represent  them,  and  we  cannot  at  present  undertake  to  make 
any  definite  arrangements  with  them. 

We  are,  however,  willing  to  converse  with  those  gentlemen 
on  the  subject,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  on  satisfactory 
proofs  of  their  determination  to  support  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, and  of  an  entire  submission  to  them  by  those  from  whom 
they  came  being  given,  the  President  will,  upon  our  recom- 
mendation, extend  a  similar  pardon  to  any  late  offense  com- 
mitted against  the  United  States,  if  any  such  have  been  com- 
mitted. We  are  willing,  on  receiving  such  assurances  from 
them,  to  recommend  such  application  accordingly, 

JAMES  ROSS, 
J.  YEATES, 
WM.  BRADFORD. 
To  the  Committee  of  Conference. 
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GOV.  .AIIFFLIX  TO  GEN.  IIARMAR. 


Philadelphia,  August  27,  1794 
_  Sir  :-As  the  period  limited  by  the  President's  proclama- 
tion, for  the  dispersion  of  the  Insurgents  in  the  western  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  September  next 
I  am  anxious  to  ascertain  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
in  drafting  the  corps  of  Five  thousand  two  hundred  Militia 
agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  the  8th  instant.     You  will  be 
pleased,  therefore,  to  make  an  immediate  report  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  by  every  possible  exertion  stimulate  the  Brigade 
Inspectors  to  complete  the  organization  of  their  respective 
quotas.     The  reputation  of  the  State,  as  well  as  of  its  officers 
IS  involved   in  a  prompt   and  effectual  compliance  with  the 
President's  requisition  on  this  important  occasion. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
^  To  JosiAH  Harmar,  Esq..  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of 
Pennsylvania. 


GEN.  IIARMAR  TO  THE  BRIGADE  INSPECTORS. 

B\  AUTHORITY. 
(circular.) 
Philadelphia,  21th  August,  1794. 
Sir  :— As  the  period  limited  by  the  President's  Proclama- 
tion, for  the  dispersion  of  the  insurgents,  in  the  western  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
the  Governor  has  expressed  the  greatest  solicitude  that  the 
corps  of  five  thousand  two  hundred  Militia,  to  be  drafted  in  pur- 
suance of  the  General  Orders  of  the  eighth  instant,  may  be  in 
readiness  to  march  on  that  day.     I  must,  therefore,  entreat  an 
immediate  report  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  draft- 
ing and  organizing  your  quota. 
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The  eyes  of  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  Union,  as  well 
•as  in  Pennsylvania,  are  fixed  upon  our  conduct.  You  must  be 
sensible,  therefore,  that  the  slightest  appearance  of  a  want  of 
zeal,  or  energy,  to  embark  in  support  of  the  violated  authority 
-of  the  laws,  will  produce  that  reproach  and  disgrace,  which,  as 
public  Officers,  it  is  our  duty  if  possible  to  prevent,  and  which 
it  will  be  our  misfortune,  more  than  any  other  part  of  the  Com- 
munity, to  encounter.  But,  I  am  persuaded.  Sir,  that  reflec- 
tions of  this  kind  are  unnecessary  to  stimulate  you,  or  the 
Militia  of  your  brigade,  to  the  pei'formance  of  an  essential  duty. 
The  occasion  is  interesting  to  every  man,  who  feels  his  obliga* 
lions  to  society,  and  is  desirous  to  preserve  from  the  fury  of 
Anarchy,  as  well  as  from  the  encroachments  of  despotism,  the 
independence  of  a  Freeman. 

The  Governor,  therefore,  directs  me  to  repeat  his  confidence 
in  your  exertions,  and  in  the  patriotism  of  every  well  disposed 
citizen  ;  but  as  he  is  anxious  that  the  public  disposition  niay 
be  displayed  by  the  most  expeditious  compliance  with  the 
President's  requisition,  he  has  thought  it  proper  thus  to  re- 
new the  communication  of  his  sentiments. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Yuur  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOSIAII  HARMAR, 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of  Pennsj'lvahia. 
To Brigade  Inspector  of  the 


THE  U.  S.  COMMISSIONERS  TO   THE  COMMITTEE  OF 
CONFERENCE. 


Pittsburgh,  August  27,  1794. 
•Gektlemex  : — Since  your  departure  from  Pittsburgh,  we 
have  transmitted  information  of  our  proceedings  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  it  being  evident  from  them,  that  the  satis- 
factory proof  of  a  sincere  submission  cannot  be  obtained 
before  the  first  of  September,  we  may  undertake  to  assure 
you  that  the  movement  of  the  militia  will  be  suspended  until 
further  information  is  received  from  .us. 
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We  also  authorize  you  to  assure  the  friends  of  or,!.,-      . 

01  tae  laws,  that  thfy  may  rely  upon  all  tlie  protection  thf 
government  can  give,  and  tliat  every  measure  nee      arv  to 

:.Tms:  Tot'tiT  --"'^"r-^'i'-o'^p"-^  iJ:^:2iu 

ay  aissent  trom  the  general  sentiment,  (if  there  shonlrl   h^ 

We  are,  gentlemen. 

Your  .Most  Obedient  servants, 

JAMES  KOSS, 
J-  YEATES, 
WM.  BRADFORD. 

EESOLUTION'S  AT  RED  STO\E  OLD  PORT 

At  a  mceUng  of  t!,e  standing  Committee  of  tl,o  Western 
"8rr'29tf     ;\''™--""«.  (K«a  Stone  old  fort,)  on 

&.oi„e<f,  Tl,at  a  Committee  te  appointed  to  confer  witir  the 
Comm,ss,oners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  an^o     h 

tee  0  rft"o"^  ™°';'  "'t  '"'™="°"^  *"  '"^  -'^  Comm  t- 
lee  to  t  y  to  obtam  from  the  said  Commissioners  such  further 
mod,fioat,on  ,„  their  proposals  as  they  think  will  rende  them 
more  agreeable  to  the  people  ..t  large,  and  also  to"ent 
he  necessity  of  granting  further  time  to  the  people  before 
their  final  determination  is  required 

Whereupon,  John  Probst,  Kob't  Dickey,  John  Nesbitt  Uer 
.>an  Husband,  John  Corhly,  John  Marshall,  DavTd  PbiUn  " 
John  Hea ton,  John  McCielan,  William  Ewing,  Geo    w'l  ace 
Sam'l  Wilson  and  Richard  Brown  were  appointed.  ' 

liesoh-ei  That  the  said  Commijtee  shall  publish  and  com 
municate  throughout  the  several  counties  the  davTt  Z  uT 
sense  of  the  people  is  expected  to  he  tien  '         '"■  *' 

neeohed    That  on  the  day  thus   published,  the  following 
question  be  submUted  to  the  citizens  duly  q„;Kfi:d  ^oT,? 

l-± —  V  01..    I  \  ' 
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according  to  the  Election  law  of  the  State,  of  the  Counties  of 
Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette,  Alegheny  and  that  part 
of  Bedford  which  lies  west  of  the  Alegheny  mountain,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  Ohio  County,  in  Virginia. 

Will  the  people  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the   United  States? 

Resolved,  That  the  determination  of  the  inhabitants  of  each 
County,  shall  be  communicated  to  a  Committee,  to  consist  of 
one  member  from  each  County,  who  shall  meet  for  that  pur- 
pose at  Parkisou's  ferry  v*^ithin  two  days  after  the  sense  of  the 
people  shall  have  been  taken,  and  shall  transmit  the  general 
result  to  the  Commissioners  of  Government. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

EDWARD  COOK,  Chairman. 


PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  SECOND  CONFERENCE. 

At  a  conference  between  the  commissioners  from  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  one  part,  and 
Messrs.  Probst,  Dickey,  Nesbit,  Marshall,  Philips,  McClelland, 
Wallace  and  Wilson,  conferees,  appointed  by  the  standing 
committee  at  Brownsville,  (Redstone  Old  Fort,)  on  the  28th 
and  29th  days  of  August,  1794,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  assur- 
ances required  from  the  citizens  in  the  fourth  survey  of  Penn- 
sylvania, should  be  given  in  writing  and  their  sense  ascertained 
in  the  following  manner  : 

That  the  citizens  of  the  said  survey  (Allegheny  county  ex- 
cepted) of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  upwards,  bo  required 
to  assemble  on  Thursday,  the  11th  instant,  in  their  respective 
townships  at  the  usual  place  for  holding  township  meetings  ; 
and  that  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  seyeri,  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day,  any  two  or  more  of  the  members  of  the 
meeting  who  assembled  at  Parkinson's  Ferry  on  the  14th  ultimo, 
resident  in  the  township,  or  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  town, 
ship,  do  openly  propose  to  the  people  assembled  the  following 
questions  :  Do  you  now  engage  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  you  will  not  hereafter,  directly  or  in- 
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clirectl}^  oppose  the  execution  of  the  acts  for  raising  the  reve- 
nue upon  distilled  spirits  and  stills  ?  And  do  you  also  under- 
take to  support,  as  far  as  the  laws  require,  the  civil  authority 
in  affording' the  protection  due  to  all  officers  and  other  citizens? 
Yea,  or  nay  ? 

That  the  said  citizens,  resident  in  Allegheny  county,  shall 
meet  in  their  respective  election  districts  on  the  said  day,  and 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  assembled  in 
townships. 

That  a  minute  of  the  number  of  yeas  and  nays  be  m.ide  im. 
mediately  after  ascertaining  the  same. 

That  a  written  or  printed  declaration  of  such  engagement 
be  signed  by  all  those  who  vote  in  the  affirmative  of  the  follow- 
ing tenor,  to  wit : 

I  do  solemnly  promise  henceforth  to  submit  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  that  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  oppose 
the  execution  of  the  acts  for  raising  a  revenue  on  distilled 
spirits  and  stills  ;  and  that  I  will  support,  as  far  as'the  law  re- 
quires, the  civil  authority  in  affording  the  protection  due  to  all 
officers  and  other  citizens. 

This  shall  be  signed  in  the  presence  of  the  said  members  or 
justices  of  the  peace,  attested  by  liim  or  them,  and  lodged  in 
his  or  their  hands. 

That  the  said  persons,  eo  proposing  the  questions  stated  as 
aforesaid,  do  assemble  at  the  respective  county  court  house, 
on  the  13th  inst.,  and  do  ascertain  and  make  report  of  the 
numbers  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  in  the  respec- 
tive townships  or  districts,  and  of  the  number  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  negative,  together  with  their  opinion  whether  there 
be  such  a  general  submission  of  the  people  in  their  respective 
counties,  that  an  office  of  inspection  may  be  immediately  and 
safely  established  therein  ;  that  the  said  report,  opinion  and 
written  or  printed  declarations,  be  transmitted  to  the  commis- 
sioners, or  any  one  of  them,  at  Unioutown,  on  or  before  the 
16th  instant. 

If  the  said  assurances  shall  be  bona  fide  given  in  the  man 
ner  prescribed,  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  do  promise  and  engage  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

1.  No  prosecution  for  any  treason  or  other  indictable  of- 
fence against  the  United  States,  committed   within  the  fourth 
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survey  of  Pennsylvania,  before  the  22d  day  of  August  last, 
shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted  b'efore  the  10th  day  of  July 
next,  ag-ainst  anj'  person  who  shall,  within  the  time  limited, 
subscribe  such  assurance  and  engagement  as  aforesaid,  and 
perform  the  same. 

2.  On  the  said  10th  day  of  July  next,  there  shall  be  granted 
a  general  pardon  and  oblivion  of  all  the  said  ofiensos,  exclud- 
ing therefrom,  nevertheless,  every  person  who  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  subscribe  such  assurance  and  engagement  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  or  shall,  after  such  subscription,  violate  the  same, 
or  wilfully  obstructor  attempt  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  the 
said  acts,  or  be  aiding  or  abetting  therein. 

3.  Congress  having,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  5th  day  of 
June  last,  authorized  the  State  courts  to  take  cognizance  of 
ofienses  against  the  said  acts  for  raising  a  revenue  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  stills,  the  Presidenjt  has  determined  that  he 
will  direct  suits  against  such  delinquents  to  be  prosecuted 
therein,  if,  upon  experiment,  it  be  found  that  local  prejudices 
or  other  causes  do  not  obstruct  the  faithful  administration  of 
justice  ;  but  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  of  this,  he  must  be  the 
judge,  and  that  he  does  not  mean  bj^  this  determination  to  im- 
pair any  power  vested  in  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Certain  beneficial  arrangements  for  adjusting  the  delin- 
quencies and  prosecutions  for  penalties  now  depending,  shall 
be  made  and  communicated  by  the  officers  appointed  to  carry 
the  said  acts  into  execution. 

JAMES  KOSS, 
J.  YEATES, 
WM.  BRADFORD. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  committee  representing  the  fourth 
survey  of  Pennsylvania,  unanimously  by  the  members  present. 

JoilN  PROBST, 
ROBERT  DICKEY, 
JOHN  NESBIT, 
DAVID  PHILLIPS,    . 
JOn.NT  MARSHALL, 
SAMUEL  WILSON, 
GEORGE  WALLACE, 

JOHN  McClelland. 
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^...'r'f'p"  ""'^f'"'-""^"'  "I"  ='1^0   promise,  i„  behalf  of  , he 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  that  i.  case  the  assurances  now  pro 
posed  sha  1  be  bona  fide  given  and  performed  until  the     Otb 

.ay  of  July  next,  an  act  of  free  and  general  pardon  and  ob- 
hv,on  of  all  treasons,  insurrections,  arsons,  riots  and  other  of. 
ftnses  ,nfer.or  to  riots,  committed,  counseled  or  suifered  by 
any  person  or  persons  within  the  four  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvan,a,  su,ce  the  Mtb  day  of  July  last  past,  so  f     Z 

he  ame  concerns  the  said  State  or  the  government  thereof 
sha  be  then  granted,  excluding  therefrom  every  person  who 
shall  re  use  or  neglect  to  subscribe  such  assurance,  or  who 
shall,  after  such  subscription,  willfully  violate  or  obstruct  the 
laws  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  States. 

THOMAS  iM'KEAX, 
WILLIAM  niVISE. 


KESOLUTIOXS  OF    THE   COMMITTEE    AT   REDSTONE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  standing  Committee  of  tlie  Western 
ana  jyth  of  August,  1794, 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 

thrfr:™";°'  f  °™™"^='  ^^^^  '^^-  -'°  considenti ' 

the  following  Resolutions  were  adopted,  to  wit  ■ 
Be,ol.ed,  Tliat  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  it  is  the 

sa^s  made  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 

mift^tlhe^'^'w^""^  "'."'  ''•"'°'°-"  ^''^"'"'■->  ^^  '-"- 

mittea  to  the  said  Commissioners. 

A  true  Copy.  ^"''■^^•°  ^^O"'^''  «'->'"""■ 

Albert  Gall.vtix. 
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COL.  COOK  TO  THE  U.  S.  COMMISSIONERS. 


BnowKsviLLE,  29lh  August,  1794, 
Gextlemex  : — Difficulties  Laving  arisen  with  us,  vre  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer  with 
you  in  order  to  procure,  if  posssible,  some  farther  time,  in 
order  that  the  people  may  have  leisure  to  reflect  upon  their 
true  situation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  ob't,  Tlumblc  Serv't, 

EDWARD  COOK. 
P.  S. — Inclosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  the  resolutions  on  that 
subject. 

The  hon'ble  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  United  States. 


JUDGE  M'KEAN  TO  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  INGERSOLL. 


Pittsburgh,  August  2^Jth,  1794. 
Dear  Sip.  : — My  errand  here  was  a  humane  one,  and  without 
much  hesitation  might  be  pronounced  one  easily  to  be  accom- 
plished. It  was  to  remove  desperation  from  conscious  guilt, 
to  calm  ruffled  minds  and  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  four 
counties  to  consult  their  own  happiness.  Ifroay  be  thought 
an  easy  task  to  convince  men  that  it  is  for  their  benefit  not  to 
be  hanged,  for  the  safety  of  their  persons  &  property  not  only 
to  obey,  but  to  support  the  laws  made  for  securing  both,  and 
for  their  mental  and  corporeal  comfort,  to  cultivate  and  enjoy 
peace,  order  &  tranquility  in  their  day  &  generation.  The 
wiser  &  better  sort  required  no  arguments  to  convince  them 
of  all  this,  but  the  nest  class  to  them,  and  those  placed  a  grade 
still  lower  would  at  first  scarcely  listen  to  anything  of  this  im- 
port ;  their  prejudices  &,  passions  had  usurped  the  judgment 
seat  of  reason,  and  for  some  time  almost  induced  a  belief  that 
they  could  not  be  governed  by  the  arms  of  truth  &  perswasion, 
but  by  military  coercion  only.     At  length,  however,  affabilily. 
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moderation  &  perseverance,  allowing  the  passion  of  fear  its 
proper  place,  and  compliments  to  the  good  sense  &  virtue  of 
the  persons  conversed  v?-ith,  operated  a  change  in  several,  and 
from  being  suspected,  feared  and  considered  as  enemies,  we  in 
a  few  days  were  freely  spoken  to,  confided  in,  and  treated  as 
friends. 

Our  negociation  approaches  towards  a  favorable  issue.  The 
proceedings  of  this  day  will  probably  nearly  insure  in  these 
counties  at  least  a  passive  obedience  to  the  Excise  laws.  At 
a  convention  of  committees,  composed  of  not  less  than  three 
nor  exceeding  five  persons  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  every 
township,  except  four,  within  the  counties  of  Westmoreland, 
Washington,  Fayette  &  Alleghen}'^,  at  Parkinson's  ferry,  on 
the  Monongahela,  the  14th  instant,  a  committee  of  sixty,  called 
A  committee  of  safety,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
township,  and  another  of  twelve  persons,  stiled  a  committee  of 
conference,  were  appointed.  All  matters  have  been  amicably 
adjusted  with  the  committee  of  conference,  who  were  to  make 
their  report  yesterday  to  the  sixty  at  Fort  Burd,  (now  Browns- 
ville ;)  if  it  shall  be  adopted,  the  convention  of  committees,  who 
met  on  the  14th.  will  be  assembled  next  week,  and  their  sense 
taken  upon  it ;  should  it  meet  with  their  approbation,  as  they 
are  226  in  number,  it  may  be  fairly  considered  as  the  voice  of 
the  people.  Thus  an  Assembly  originally  convened  for  one  (I 
will  not  say  a  bad)  purpose,  is  likely  to  be  converted  to  another 
and  a  very  useful  &  good  one. 

In  case  a  reconciliation  &  amnesty  had  not  taken  place, 
many  (I  believe- a  majority)  of  the  people  here  threatened  to 
become  British  subjects,  to  remove  into  the  Indian  country,  or 
at  all  events,  to  detach  themselves  from  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
and  be  independent  of  any  government,  except  one  to  be  formed 
by  themselves.  Indeed,  their  speeches  &  actions  have  been 
most  extravagant;  a  frenzy  seemed  to  be  difi'used  thro'  the 
covintry,  the  still  voice  of  reason  drowned,  and  the  wildest 
chimeras  to  have  taken  possession  of  men's  minds.  One  might 
be  led  to  think  it  was  the  work  of  magic,  or  owing  to  some 
physical  cause. 

Some  are  projecting  a  voluntary  expedition  against  Sandusky 
and  the  six  nations  of  Indians  ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  to  be  an 
object  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  sixty  this  day. 
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It  may  be  useful,  but  I  wish  the  people  had  first  obtained  the 
sanction  of  Government,  Two  thousand  militia  are  proposed 
for  this  expedition,  and  to  be  marched  from  the  four  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Monongalia  &  Ohio  counties,  in 
Virginia.     It  is  best  to  find  employment  for  restless  minds. 

Xo  news  from  our  army,  excepting  that  General  Scott's 
cavalry  had  joined  it  on  the  28th  last  month. 

You  will  receive  a  printed  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  conference  enclosed  herewith. 

We  expect  to  hear  the  result  of  the  proceedings  at  Browns- 
ville sometime  to-morrow,  and  if  they  shall  accord  with  our 
wishes,  General  Irvine  and  myself  will  probably  leave  this  on 
Monday  ;  until  then,  we  have  nothing  to  communicate  to  the 
Governor. 

Please  to  pay  my  devoirs  to  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Dallas, 
and  also  to  all  inquiring  friends.     Adieu. 

I  am,  with  sincere  esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THO.  M'KEAX 
Jarkd  Ingersoll,  E.squire. 


THE    COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  TO    GOV- 
ERNOR MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  August  30th,  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  1794. 
Sir  :  —  We  have  this  moment  received  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  of  sixty,  called  the  Committee  of  safety, 
at  Brownsville  yesterday,  which  we  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
to  you.  Exclusive  of  the  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of 
these  Gentlemen  to  be  derived  from  the  Resolutions  they  have 
passed,  we  have  good  information,  that  the  sense  of  those 
present,  being  fifty-seven  in  number,  was  taken  by  ballot  on 
the  question,  "whether  they  would  acquiesce  in  the  terms  of 
reconciliation  proposed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States?"  and  that  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  thirty- 
four  against  twenty-three,  as  the  votes  were  counted,  altho'  in 
reality  six  had  put  in  their  ballots  for  the  negative  in   a  mis- 
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take,  so  the  true  state  of  the  numbers  were  forty  for  and  seven- 
teeu  against  submission.  We  have  been  told  there  were  a 
considerable  number  of  spectators  there,  "one  company  of  mili- 
tia with  their  arms,  who  appeared  to  be  variously  affected, 
the'  our  information  is  that  the  majority  were  for  pacific  meas- 
ures. A  committee  of  twelve  have  been  appointed  to  confer 
with  us  on  Monday  as  you  will  perceive  by  their  proceedings  j 
the  conference  will  be  agreed  to  on  our  part,  tho'  from  the 
characters  of  several  of  them  we  do  not  expect  much  good 
will  be  done.  The  result  of  our  Mission  is  so  uncertain  that 
we  are  not  capable  of  forming  a  judgment  upon  it,  but  from 
our  best  conjecture  the  people  of  Washington  county,  if  gov- 
erned by  the  majority,  will  prefer  a  civil  war  to  a  submission 
to  the  Excise  laws,  so  infatuated  and  frantic  are  the  Leaders  in 
opposition  ;  we  think  a  great  majority  of  the  other  three  coun- 
ties are  friends  to  peace,  order  and  the  laws.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  the  fifty-seven  yesterday,  as  credibly  represented 
to  us,  that  had  their  votes  been  given  viva  voce  the  determina- 
tion had  been  different.  AVe  are  extremely  grieved,  Sir,  that 
our  communications  can  afford  you  so  little  hopes  of  that 
happy  termination  to  our  Embassy  which  you  have  so  much  at 
heart,  and  had  such  good  reason  to  expect.  The  Expresa 
waits. 
We  are,  Sir,  with  sincere  attachment  &  regard. 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

THO.  M'KEAN, 
WM.  IRVINE. 

P.  S. — We  have  inclosed  a  printed  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Conference.  Please  to  excuse  us,  as  time  is  not  allowed 
for  transcribing  our  letter  fair. 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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SECRETARY  05  STATE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Philadelphia,  August  30th,  1194. 

Sir  : — I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  acknowledge  tUe 
receipt,  on  the  Hth,  of  your  Excellency's  letter,  dated  the 
12th  instant. 

The  President  feels  with  you  the  force  of  the  motives  which 
render  undesirable,  an  extension  of  correspondence  on  the 
subject  in  question.  Bat  the  case  being  truly  one  of  great 
importance  and  delicacy,  these  motives  must  yield,  in  a  de- 
gree, to  the  propriety  and  utility  of  giving  precision  to  every 
part  of  the  transaction,  and  guarding  effectually  against  ulti- 
mate misapprehension. 

To  this  end,  it  is  deemed  advisable,  in  the  first  place,  to 
state  some  facts  which  either  do  not  appear  or  are  conceived 
not  to  have  assumed  an  accurate  shape  in  your  Excellency's 
letter.     They  are  these  : 

1.  You  were  informed  at  the  conference,  that  all  the  infor- 
mation which  had  been  received  had  been  laid  before  an  asso- 
ciate Justice,  in  order  that  he  might  consider  and  determine 
whether  such  a  case  as  is  contemplated  by  the  second  section 
of  the  act,  which  provides  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel 
invasions,  had  occurred,  that  is,  whether  combinations  existed 
too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  Judi- 
cial proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  Marshal  by 
that  act,  in  which  case,  the  President  is  authorised  to  call  forth 
the  Militia  to  suppress  the  combinations  and  to  cause  the  laws 
to  be  duly  executed. 

2.  The  idea  of  a  preliminary  proceeding  by  you  was  pointed 
to  an  eventual  co-operation  with  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  plan,  as  upon  mature  deliberation,  should  be 
deemed  advisable  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  union. 
The  inquiry  was  particularly  directed  towards  the  possibility 
of  some  previous  accessory  step,  in  relation  to  the  militia,  to 
expedite  the  calling  them  forth,  if  an  acceleration  should  be 
judged  expedient  and  proper,  and  if  any  delay  on  the  score 
of  evidence  should  attend  the  notification  from  a  Judge,  which 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  221 

the  laws  make  tlie  condition  of  the  power  of  the  President  to 
require  the  aid  of  the  militia,  and  turned  more  especially  upon 
the  point,  whether  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  22d  of 
September,  1783,  was  or  was  not  still  in  force.  The  question 
emphatically  was  :  Has  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  power 
to  put  the  militia  in  motion,  previous  to  a  requisition  from  the 
President  under  the  laws  of  the  union,  if  it  shall  be  thought 
advisable  so  to  do  "/  Indeed,  it  seems  to  be  admitted  by  one 
part  of  your  letter,  that  the  jorcZzwwnary  measure  contemplated 
did  turn  on  this  question,  and  with  a  particular  eye  to  the  au- 
thority and  esistence  of  the  act  just  mentioned. 

3.  The  information  contained  in  the  papers  read  at  the  con- 
ference, besides  the  violence  offered  to  the  Marshal,  while  in 
company  with  the  Inspector  of  the  Revenue,  established,  that 
the  Marshal  had  been  afterwards  made  prisoner  by  the  Insur- 
gents, put  in  jeopardy  of  his  life,  had  been  obliged  to  obtain 
safety  and  liberty  by  a  promise  guaranteed  by  Colonel  Presly 
Neville,  that  he  would  serve  no  other  process  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Alleghany  mountain  ;  that  in  addition  to  this,  a  deputa- 
tion of  the  Insurgents  had  gone  to  Pittsburgh  to  demand  of 
the  Marshal  a  surrender  of  the  processes  in  his  possession,  un- 
der the  intimation  that  it  would  satisfy  the  people  and  add  to 
his  safely  ;  which  necessarily  implied  that  he  would  be  in  dan- 
ger of  farther  violence  without  such  a  surrender.  That  under 
the  influence  of  tliis  menace  ho  had  found  it  necessary  to  seek 
security,  by  taking  secretly  and  in  the  night,  a  circuitous 
route. 

This  recapitulati";i  is  not  made  to  invalidate  the  explanation 
offered  in  your  last  letter  of  the  view  of  the  subject,  which  you 
assert  to  liavo  led  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  first, 
and  of  the  sense  which  you  v/ish  to  be  received  as  that  of  the 
observations  accompanying  those  suggestions.  It  is  intended 
solely  to  manifest,  that  it  was  natural  for  the  President  to  re- 
gard your  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  in  the  light  under 
which  it  is  presented  in  the  reply  to  it. 

For,  having  informed  you  that  the  matter  was  before  an  as- 
sociate Justice,  with  a  view  to  the  law  of  the  United  States 
which  has  been  mentioned,  and  having  pointed  what  was  said 
respecting  a.  2?rciiminarii  proceeding  on  your  part  to  a  call  of 
the  militia  under  the  authority  of  a  State  law,  by  anticipation 
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of  a  requisition  from  the  General  Government  and  in  co-opera- 
tion with  an  eventual  plan  to  be  founded  upon  the  laws  of  the 
union.  It  was  nut  natural  to  expect,  that  you  would  have  pre- 
sented a  plan  of  conduct  entirely  on  the  basis  of  tlie  State 
Government,  even  to  the  extent  of  resorting  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  after  its  judiciary  had  proved  incompe- 
tent, "to  prescribe  by  their  wisdom  and  authority  the  means 
of  subduing  the  spirit  of  insurrection  and  of  restoring  tran. 
quility  and  order  ;"  a  plan,  which  being  incompatible  with 
the  course  marked  out  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  evi- 
dently could  not  have  been  acceded  to  without  a  suspension, 
for  a  long  and  indefinite  period,  of  the  movements  of  the  fed. 
eral  Executive  pursuant  to  those  laws.  The  repugnancy  and 
incompatibility  of  the  two  modes  of  proceeding  at  the  same 
time,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  made  a  question. 

Was  it  extraordinary  then,  that  the  plan  suggested  should 
have  been  unexpected,  and  that  it  should  even  have  been 
thought  liable  to  the  observation  of  having  contemplated  Penn- 
sylvania in  a  light  too  separate  and  unconnected  ? 

The  propriety  of  the  remark,  "that  it  was  impossible  not  to 
think  that  the  current  of  the  observations  in  your  letter  might 
be  construed  to  imply  a  virtual  disapprobation  of  that  plan  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government,  in  the  actual 
stage  of  its  affairs,  which  you  acknowledge  would  be  proper 
on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  if  arrived  at  a 
similar  stage,  must  be  referred  to  the  general  tenor  and  com- 
plexion of  those  observations,  and  to  the  inference  they  were 
naturally  calculated  to  inculcate.  If  this  inference  was,  that 
under  the  known  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  employment 
of  force  to  suppress  the  insurrection  was  improper,  without  a 
long  train  of  preparatory  expedients — and  if,  in  fact,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  (which  has  not  been  contro- 
verted) was  at  that  point,  where  it  was  admitted  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  Pennsylvania  being  arrived,  the  resort  to  force,  on 
its  part,  w^ould  be  proper — the  impression  which  was  made 
could  not  have  been  effaced  by  the  consideration,  that  the  forms 
of  referring  what  concerned  the  government  of  the  union  to 
the  judgment  of  its  own  Executive,  were  carefully  observed. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  intimation  of  an 
opinion  unfavorable  to  a  particular  course  of  proceeding  with 
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tan  explicit  reference  of  the  subject,  officially  speaking,  to  the 
judgment  of  the  officer  charged  by  the  Constitution  to  decide, 
and  with  a  sincere  recognition  of  the  subjection  of  the  indi- 
vidual authority  of  the  State  to  the  national  jurisdiction  of  the 
Union. 

The  disavowal  by  your  Excelleiicj-  c;f  an  intention  to  sanc- 
tion the  inference,  v/hich  was  drawn,  renders  what  has  been 
«aid  a  mere  explanation  of  the  cause  of  that  inference  and  of 
the  impression  which  it  at  first  made. 

It  would  be  foreign  to  the  object  of  this  letter  to  discuss  the 
Tarious  observations,  which  have  been  adduced  to  obviate  a 
misapprehension  of  your  views  and  to  maintain  the  propriety 
of  the  course  pursued  in  your  first  communication.  It  is  far 
more  pleasing  to  the  President  to  understand  you  in  the  sense 
jou  desire,  and  to  conclude  tliat  no  opinion  has  been  indicated 
by  you  inconsistent  with  that  which  he  has  entertained  of  the 
state  of  things  and  of  his  duty  in  relation  to  it.  And  he  re- 
marks with  satisfaction  the  effect  which  subsequent  information 
is  supposed  calculated  to  produce  favoring  an  approximation 
of  sentiments. 

But  there  are  a  few  miscellaneus  points,  which  more  effectu- 
iiliy  to  prevent  misconception  anywhere,  seem  to  demand  a 
cursory  notice. 

You  observe  that  the  President  had  already  determined  to 
exercise  hie  legal  powers  in  drafting  a  competent  force  of  the 
militia.  At  the  poir.t  of  time  to  which  you  arc  understood  to 
refer,  namely  that  of  the  conference,  the  President  had  no  legal 
power  to  call  forth  the  militia.  No  judge  had  yet  pronounced, 
that  a  case  justifying  the  excise  of  that  power  existed.  You 
must  be  sensible.  Sir,  that  all  idea  of  your  calling  out  the 
militia  by  j'our  authority  was  referred  to  a  state  of  things  an- 
tecedent to  the  lawful  capacity  of  the  President  to  do  it  by  his 
own  authorit}'.;  and  when  he  had  once  determined  upon  the 
call,  pursuant  to  his  legal  powers,  it  were  absurd  to  have  pro- 
posed to  you  a  separate  and  unconnected  call.  How  too,  it 
might  be  asked,  could  such  a  determination,  if  it  had  been 
made  and  was  known  to  you,  have  comported  with  the  plan 
suggested  in  your  letter  which  presupposes  that  the  employ- 
ment of  force  had  not  already  been  determined  upon  ? 
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This  passage  of  your  letter  is  therefore  construed  to  mean 
only,  that  the  President  had  manifested  an  opinion,  predicated 
upon  the  event  of  sucli  a  notification  from  a  Judge  as  the  law- 
prescribes,  that  the  nature  of  the  case  was  such  as  would  pro- 
bably require  the  employment  of  force.  You  will  also,  it  is 
believed,  recollect  that  he  had  not  at  the  time  finally  deter- 
mined upon  anything — and  tliat  the  conference  ended  with  re- 
ferring the  whole  subject  to  further  consideration. 

You  say,  that  if  you  had  undertaken  not  only  to  comply 
promptly  with  the  President's  requisition,  but  to  embody  a 
distinct  corps  for  the  same  service,  an  useless  expense  v/ould 
have  been  incurred  by  the  State,  an  unnecessary  burthen 
would  have  been  imposed  on  the  citizens,  and  embarrassment 
and  confusion  would  probably  have  been  introduced  intcad  of 
system  and  co-operation.  But  both  mere  never  expected.  Your 
embodying  the  militia  independent  of  a  requisition  from  the 
President  was  never  thought  of,  except  as  a  preliminary  and  aux- 
ilary  step.  Had  it  taken  place  when  the  requisition  came,  the 
corps  embodied  would  have  been  ready  towards  a  compliance 
with  it,  and  no  one  of  the  inconveniences  suggested  could 
possibly  have  arisen. 

Y^'ou  say,  in  another  place,  that  you  "was  called  upon  to  act, 
not  in  conformity  to  a  positive  law,  but  in  compliance  with  the 
duty  which  is  supposed  to  result  from  the  nature  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  executive  ofiSce."  It  is  conceived  that  it  v/ould 
have  been  more  correct  to  have  said,  "you  was  tailed  upon 
to  be  consulted  whether  you  had  power  in  the  given  case  to  call 
forth  the  militia  without  a  previous  requisition  from  the  general 
Government."  The  supposition  that  you  might  possess  this 
power  was  referred  to  a  law  of  Pennsylvania  which  appeared 
on  examination  to  have  been  repealed.  A  Gentleman  who  ac- 
companied you  thought  that  the  power,  after  a  due  notification 
of  the  incompetency  of  the  Judiciary,  might  bo  deduced  from 
the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  executive  ofiice. 

It  has  appeared  to  your  Excellency  fit  and  expedient  to  ani- 
madvert upon  the  nature  of  the  evidence  produced  at  the  con- 
ference, and  to  express  some  doubts  which  had  occurred  to 
your  mind  concerning  it. 

As  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  referred  the  evidence 
in  such  cases  to  the  judgment  of  a  District  Judge  or  associate 
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Justice,  and  foreseeiD^  that  circumstances  so  peculitir  might 
arise  as  to  render  rules  relating  to  the  ordinary  and  peaceable 
state  of  society  inapplicable,  have  forborne  to  prescribe  any, 
leaving  it  to  the  understanding  and  conscience  of  the  Judge, 
upon  his  responsibility,  to  pronounce  what  kind  and  degree 
of  evidence  should  suffice.  The  President  would  not  sanction 
a  discussion  of  the  standard  or  measure,  by  which  evidence  in 
those  cases  d'ught  to  be  governed.  He  would  restrain  himself 
by  the  reflection,  that  this  appertains  to  the  province  of  another, 
and  that  he  might  rely  as  a  guide  upon  the  decision  which 
should  be  made  bj^  the  proper  organ  of  the  laws  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

But  it  may  be  no  deviation  from  this  rule  to  notice  to  you, 
that  the  facts  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter  under  the 
third  head  appear  to  have  been  overlooked  iu  your  survey  of 
the  evidence,  while  they  seem  to  be  fur  from  immaterial  to  a 
just  estimate  of  it. 

You  remark  that  "  when  you  found  that  the  Marshal  had, 
without  molestation,  executed  his  otEce  in  the  County  of  Pay- 
ette— that  he  was  never  insulted  or  opposed  till  he  acted  in 
company  with  General  Neville,  and  that  the  virulence  of  the 
Rioters  was  directly  manifested  against  the  person  and  pro- 
perty of  the  latter  gentleman,  and  only  incidentally  against 
the  person  of  the  former — you  thought  there  was  ground  yet 
to  suppose  that  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  officers  employed 
under  the  Excise  law,  and  not  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  administration  of  justice,  was  the  immedi- 
ate source  of  the  outrages  which  are  deprecated." 

It  is  natural  to  enquire  how  this  supposition  could  consist 
with  the  additional  facts  which  appeared  by  the  same  evidence, 
namely,  that  the  Marshal  having  been  afterv/ards  made  prison- 
er by  the  rioters,  had  been  compelled,  for  obtaining  safety  and 
liberty,  to  promise  to  execute  no  more  processes  within  the  dis- 
contented scene,  and  that  subsequently  again  to  this,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  deputation  of  the  rioters,  deliberately  sent  to  de- 
mand a  surrender  of  the  processes  in  his  possession,  enforced 
by  a  threat,  he  had  found  it  necessary  to  seek  security  in  with, 
drawing,  by  a  secret  and  circuitous  route — did  not  these  circum- 
stances unequivocally  denote  that  officers  employed  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  sv  ere  as  much  objects  of  opposition  as  those 
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employed  in  the  execution  of  the  particular  laws  ;  and  that  the 
rioters  were  at  least  consistent  with  their  plan  ? 

It  must  needs  be  that  these  facts  escaped  your  Excellency's 
attention,  else  they  are  too  material  to  have  been  omitted  in 
your  review  of  the  evidence,  and  too  conclusive  not  to  have 
set  aside  the  supposition  which  you  entertained,  and  which 
seems  to  have  had  so  great  a  share  in  your  general  view  of  the 
subject. 

There  remains  only  one  point  on  which  your  Excellency  will 
be  longer  detained — a  point  indeed  of  great  importance,  and 
consequently  demanding  serious  and  careful  reflection.  It  is 
the  opinion  you  so  emphatically  express,  that  the  mere  disper- 
sion of  the  Insurgents  is  the  sole  object  for  which  the  militia 
can  be  lawfully  called  out,  or  kept  in  service  after  they  may 
have  been  called  out. 

The  President  reserves  to  the  last  moment  the  consideration 
and  decision  of  this  point. 

But  there  are  arguments  weighing  heavily  against  the 
-opinion  you  have  expressed,  which  in  the  mean  time  are  offered 
to  your  candid  consideration. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  (article  I,  sec.  8)  em- 
powers Congress  "to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel 
invasions,"  evidently,  from  the  wording  and  distribution  of  the 
sentence,  contemplating  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  union 
as  a  thing  distinct  from  the  suppression  of  insurrections. 

The  act  of  May  2,  1192,  for  carrying  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution  into  effect,  adopts  for  its  title  the  very  words  of 
the  Constitution,  being  "an  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
Militia  to  execute  tlie  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections 
and  repel  invasions,"  containing  the  Constitutional  distinction. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  provides  for  the  cases  of  invasion 
and  of  insurrection,  confining  the  latter  to  the  case  of  insur- 
rection against  the  Government  of  a  State.  The  second  sec- 
tion provides  for  the  case  of  the  execution  of  the  laws  being 
obstructed  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  orditiary  course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers 
vested  in  the  iVIarshals. 

The  words  are  these,  "  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  in 
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any  State,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  poAvers 
vested  in  the  Marshals  by  this  act,  tlie  same  being  notified  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  by  an  associate  justice  or 
the  District  Judge,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  such  State  to  suj^press 
such  covibinations  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed," 
then  follows  a  provision  for  calling  forth  the  militia  of  other 
States. 

The  terms  of  this  section  appear  to  contemplate  and  de- 
scribe something  that  may  be  less  than  insurrection.  The 
"combinations"  mentioned  may  indeed  amount  to  insurrec- 
tions, but  it  is  conceivable  that  they  may  stop  at  associations' 
not  to  comply  with  the  law,  supported  by  riots,  assassinations 
and  murders,  and  by  a  general  spirit  in  a  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, which  may  baffle  the  ordinary  judiciary  means,  with  no 
other  aid  than  the  Posse  Comitatus,  and  may  even  require  the 
stationing  of  military  force  for  a  time  to  awe  the  spirit  of  riot 
and  countenance  the  magistrates  and  officers  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty  ;  and  the  objects  for  which  the  militia  are  to  be 
called  are  expressly  not  only  to  suppress  those  combinations 
(whether  amounting  to  insurrection  or  not)  but  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed. 

It  is,  therefore,  plainly  contrary  to  the  manifest  general  in- 
tent of  the  Constitution  and  of  this  act,  and  to  the  positive  and 
express  terms  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act,  to  say  that  the  militia 
called  forth  are  not  to  be  continued  in  service  for  the  purpose 
of  causing  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  and  of  course  till  they 
are  so  executed. 

What  is  the  main  and  ultimate  object  of  calling  forth  the 
militia  ?  "To  cause  the  laws  to  be  executed."  Which  are  the 
laws  to  be  executed  ?  Those  which  are  opposed  and  obstructed 
in  their  execution  by  the  combinations  described  ;  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  the  laws  laying  duties  upon  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States  and  upon  stills,  and  incidentally  those  which 
uphold  the  judiciary  functions.  When  are  the  laws  executed  ? 
Clearly  when  the  opposition  is  subdued — when  the  penalties 
for  obedience  can  be  enforced — when  a  compliance  is  effectu- 
ated. 

15— Vol.  IT. 
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Would  the  mere  dispersion  of  Insurgents  and  their  retiring' 
to  their  respective  homes  do  this  ?  Would  it  satisfy  either 
member  of  the  provision,  the  suppression  of  the  combinations 
or  the  execution  of  the  laws  ?  Alight  not  the  former,  notwith- 
standing the  dispersion,  continue  in  full  vigour,  ready  at  any 
moment  to  break  out  into  new  acts  of  resistance  to  the  laws  ? 
Are  the  militia  to  be  kept  perpetually  marching  and  counter- 
marching, towards  the  insurgents  wnile  they  are  embodied,  and 
from  them  when  they  have  separated  and  retired  ?  Suppose 
the  Insurgents  hardy  enough  to  wait  the  experiment  of  a  bat- 
tle, are  vanquished,  and  then  disperse  and  retire  home,  are  the 
militia  immediately  to  retire  also  to  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  reassemble,  recruit  and  prepare  for  another  battle  ?  And  is 
this  to  go  on  and  be  repeated  without  limit  ? 

Such  a  construction  of  the  law,  if  true,  were  certainly  a 
very  unfortunate  one,  rendering  its  provisions  essentially  nu- 
gatory, and  leading  to  endless  expense  and  as  endless  disap- 
pointment. It  could  hardly  be  adviseablo  to  vex  the  militia 
by  marching  them  to  a  distant  point  where  they  might  scarcely 
be  arrived  before  it  would  be  legally  necessary  for  them  to  re- 
turn, net  in  consequence  of  having  effected  their  object — of 
having  "caused  the  laws  to  be  executed,'"  but  in  consequence 
of  the  mere  stratagem  of  a  deceitful  dispersion  and  retiring. 

Thus  far,  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  positive  letter  of  the  law, 
combats  the  construction  which  you  have  adopted.  It  remains 
to  see  if  there  be  any  other  part  of  it  which  compels  to  a  re- 
nunciation, both  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  antecedent  pro- 
visions. 

The  part  which  seems  to  be  relied  upon  for  this  effect  is  the 
third  section,  which  by  way  of  Proviso  enjoins  :  "That  when- 
ever it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  to 
use  the  military  force,  by  that  act  directed  to  be  called  forth, 
he  shall  forthwith  and  previous  thereto,  by  Proclamation,  com. 
mand  the  insurgents  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their 
respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time."  But  does  this  af- 
firm, does  it  even  necessarily  imply,  that  the  militia,  after  the 
dispersion  and  retiring,  are  not  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  authorized  to  be  called  forth,  that  is,  "to  cause 
the  laws  to  be  duly  executed  ;"  to  countenance  bj'  their  pres- 
ence, and  in  case  of  further  resistance,  to  protect  and  support 
by  their  strength,  the  respective  civil  officers  in  the  execution 
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of  their  several  duties,  whether  for  brinp-i„ff  deli„m,e„f«  ,. 
pun,sh„e„t  or  otherwise,  for  ,i.i„,  e,reet°tofh:  t^r  L: 
not  the  .niunet.on  of  this  Section  he  regarded  as  a  mereh  hu 
ma„e  a„d  prudent  precaution,  to  distinguish  provi<T,„  tt 

sur,ect  on  ?  To  g,ve  an  opportunity  for  tliose  who  may  be  ac- 

c  dentally  or  .nadvertantly  n.ingled  in  a  tu.nult  or  disorderly 

.s.ng  to  separate  and  withdraw  from  those  who  a,e  designedly 

,  aootn^'  "'°"-;    ''°  P"^™'-  'f  P°-i"«'.  Moid 
ma  conflict  of  arms,  and  if  this  cannot  be  done,  to  render  the 

necessity  of  ,t  palpable,  by  a  premonition  to  th^  insurgents  to 

a.8perse  and  go  home  ?    And  arc  not  all  these  objects  compat 

.ble  w„h  the  further  employment  of  the  militia  for  the  nTefror 

purpose  of  causing  the  laws  to  be  executed,  in  the  way  which 

h  .  been  mentioned  ?    If  they  present  a  rational  end  f"    he 

proviso,  without  defeating  the  main  design  of  the  antec  d  nt 

provision.  It  is  clear  they  ought  to  limit  tl^;  sense  ofX  orte 

wir  nu-X;-""™^'""  -"■'="  "'-'  -'"^  '"»  p-=-'i^^'  P- 

Do  not  the  rules  of  law  and  reason  unite  in  declaring  that 
the  dinerent  parts  of  a  Statute  shall  be  so  construed  a,  if 
possible  to  consist  with  each  other,  that  a  pbov.so  ou  'ht  not 
to  be  understood  or  allowed  to  operate  in  a  sense  tei"d  ngl 

thteb  In!.'::;"'  ^'tv''  ''^' ""  ™^"'=^''--  ^'^"'^^ 

tnere  be  anj  such  implication  as  is  supposed  in  the  present 
case)  ought  not  to  overrule  an  express  provision  e.,  dX 
at  the  sacrifice  of  the  ..„,/..,  ,e„eral  iLu  of  a  law  whl^ 
in  the  present  case,  nndoubtedly  is,  that  Ihe  Militia  shall  be 
called  forth  -lo  cause  the  lav,,  to  he  duhj  e:cecule.d->'' 

Tliough  not  very  material  to  the  merit  of  the  argument  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  Proviso  which  forms  the  3d  S  ction 
contemplates  merely  the  case  of  Insurrection.  If  the  cotw 
2-J  described  in  the  2d  Section  may  be  lees  than  Insurrt" 
t.on  then  the  proviso  is  not  commenserate  with  the  whole  0^; 
contained  in  the  2d  Section,  which  would  be  an  additional  cT 
cumstance  to  prove  that  it  cannot  work  an  effect  which  h" 
be  a  substitute  for  the  main  purpose  of  the  first  sectiln 
i  iiave  the  honor,  Sir,  to  be, 


with  very  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  serv., 
EDM.  KANDOLPII. 
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SECPvEIAKY  DALLAS  TO  GEN.  WM    IRVINE. 


Secrf.tary's  Office, 

Piiilad'a,  30th  Aug.  1794. 

D'r.  Sik: — The  Governor  has  received  your  report  of  the 

22nd  instant,   and  for  the  relief   of  the  public  anxiet}',  has 

directed  a  part  of  it  to  be  published.     lie  directs  me  to  signify 

to  yoUj  and  the  chief  justice,  his  best  thanks  for  the  progress 

you  have  made  in  executing  your  disagreeable   and  difficult 

task.     The  prospect  of  success,  however,  will  ensure  to  you 

the  noblest  re  ward,  the  gratitude  of  your  fellow  citizens.  There 

are  some  malevolent  spirits  that  would  rather  have  the  matter 

terminated  by  a  display  of  Governmental  power  than  by  an 

honorable,  though  amicable,  arrangement,  but  in  general  the 

steps  that  have  becni  taken  are  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  to  the  chief  Justice,  but  I  will  thank 

you  to  communicate  this  letter  to  him. 

With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  D'r  Sir, 

Your  Most  obed.  Serv., 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  Gen'l  Wii.  Irvine. 


GEN.  WILKINS  TO  GEN.  WILLIAM  IRVINE. 


Pittsburgh,  olslAugH,  1792. 

Dear  Sir: — I  rec'd  yours  by  to-day's  post,  I  have  seen  by 
the  paper  a  great  many  tickets  published,  and  among  others 
the  one  you  mentioned  from  Montgomery  county,  which  is  a 
mighty  ridiculous  one. 

The  excise  conference  was  held  at  the  time  appointed,  they 
did  but  little.  In  Pittsburgh,  people  would  not  join  the  meet- 
ing, and  they  broke  up  highly  disgusted  with  us.  They  passed 
some  resolves,  the  principal  one  was  directed  against  the  ex- 
cise officers.  They  resolve  for  themselves,  and  recommend  it 
to  the  people  to  hold  no  kind  of  communication,  nor  have  any 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTIOV 
conne,io„  with  the  persons  holding  a„y  office  nnjor  tl.at  law 
Thoy  have  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  in  Washin,no„   to 
orm  a  remonstrance  to  Congress  next  session.     If  tl,:  Secre 
tary  of   ho  Treasury  would  pursue  the  plan  he  had  in  contem 
P  at,on  last  year,  that  of  supplying  the  army  by  means     fa 
comm,ssary  I  would  pledge  my  head  on  the  success  of  collect 
.ng   he  e.c,se.     I  am  conlldont  I  could  then  lay  down  an  ode 
.n  wh.eh  there  need  be  no  change  in  the  law^and  vet    h  v 
wou  d  be  obhged  to  pay  without  any  considerable  dii,  c  Ity  "^ 
They  have  frightened  Gen.   Neville  lately  verv  much  at 
Wash,ngton ;  he  had  advertised  his  office  in  that  town,       UvL 
to  attend  on  cerlam  days.     On  the  day  he  was  to  «n,eZ 
road  was  waylaid  by  a  number  of  armed  men  dis^ni"  d  •  he 
i.eard  of  ,t  and  did  not  go,  and  a  day  or  two  ago  the 'e  men 
came  to  the  town  of  Washington  disguised  astefo       b,"! 
mto  the  place  where  the  office  of  inspection  w..s  ke,  t    and 
made  search  for  him  in  expectation  of  finding  him  the,c      ut 
hard  to  tell  the  lengths  they  might  have  gone  had  tley  found 

dist  ■:::  L\^  tdure  iiitr  bt^'tr""' '''^- "r''°'' '" ''■■■^ 

:     ■.      1-11     ,,  ""^  ""^  "°y"'ing  considerable  tried 

...  >  untdl  shortly  before  the  election.  Findley  will  run  g  „ 
ally  ,n  th,s  district,  and  I  think  you  will  be  next  to  hin 
AVoods  Scott  and  Smilie  will  all  have  their  partizans,  and  cot 
scquently  ne.ther  of  them  will  run  very  high  The  e«i4  con 
ference  attempted  nothing  on  the  election.  There  ha  been 
2  ™-h  said  that  the  meeting  was  for  that  purpose,  hat  tl^y 
never  mentioned  it.  -^ 

Am  your  friend 

And  Hum.  Ser't, 

General  W„,„..,  I.vix.  '-''°-  '"^^'■'"^'  '^- 
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GENERAL  ORDERS  OF  GOVERNOR  HOWELL  OF  NEW 

JERSEY. 


Trenton,   Id  Sept.,   1794. 

By  the  command  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
troops  in  requisition  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  were 
detailed  from  Maj.  G.  Da^'ton's  command,  &  from  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  of  this  State,  by  orders  of  the  23d  of  August  last 
are  to  rendezvous  at  Trenton,  where  they  will  be  provided 
with  everything  necessary  for  the  expedition,  and  wait  further 
orders.  Dispositions  have  been  made  by  order  of  the  national 
executive  for  the  supply  of  provisions,  forage,  fuel  and  trans- 
portation to  the  general  rendezvous  at  Trenton,  where  they 
will  be  met  with  lents  and  camp  equipage  necessary  for  their 
raarcli.  The  troops  from  the  2d  division  will  take  up  their  line 
of  march  by  the  most  direct  route  to  New  Brunswick,  where 
they  will  apply  to  Mr.  John  Bray  for  provisions  and  forage, 
and  those  of  the  3d,  4th  and  1st  divisions  to  Trenton,  to  which 
place  the  troops  of  the  2d  will  also  proceed.  The  stipulated 
price  of  rations  will  be  allowed  from  the  time  of  march  till 
their  assembling  at  Trenton,  to  such  as  may  not  draw  from  the 
public  stores,  and  chuse  toTurnish  themselves,  but  if  interme- 
diate appointments  are  judged  necessary  to  be  made, three  day's 
notice  must  be  sent  to  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Bray  by  the  briga- 
diers commanding  the  detachment,  who  will  take  the  necessary 
precautions.  No  longer  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  at  rendezvous  than  what  will  appear  to  have  been 
absolutely  necessary  for  accomplishing  their  march,  after  re- 
ceiving marching  orders,  which  period  the  officers  command- 
ing companies,  &c.,  are  required  to  note  with  precision,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  places  where  they  halt  each  night 
on  the  route. 

Tlie  strictest  regard  to  discipline  and  good  order  is  to  be 
observed  on  the  march,  and  the  rights  of  property  are  to  be 
scrupulously  preserved  to  individuals. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

ANT.  W.  WHITE,  Adj.    Gen. 
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THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  TO  THE  U.  S. 
COMMISSIONERS. 


Pittsburgh/ xSVi:)^  1,  1794. 

Gentlemen  : — The  committee  appointed  by  the  committee  ol 
safety  at  Redstone  the  28th  August  last,  to  confer  with  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  the  said  committee  do 
request : 

1st.  That  the  said  commissioners  do  give  an  assurance  on 
the  part  of  the  general  government  to  an  indemnity  to  all  per- 
sons as  to  the  arrearage  of  excise,  that  have  not  entered  their 
stills  to  this  date, 

2d.  Will  the  Commissioners,  aforesaid,  give  to  the  eleventh 
day  of  October  next,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  people  at  large 
of  the  four  counties  west  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  part  of 
Bedford^west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  and  the  Ohio  county 
in  Virginia,  whether  they  will  accede  to  the  resolution  of  the 
said  commissioners  as  stated  at  large  in  the  conference  with 
the  committee  of  conference  met  at  Pittsburgh  the  21st  day  of 
Augusfejast  ? 

By  order  of  the  Coipmittee. 

JOHN  McClelland. 

The  Honorable  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  and  "of  the  State  of  Pennsvlvania, 


THE  U.  S.  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF 
CONFERENCE. 


Pittsburgh,  Sepl.  IhI,  1794. 
Gentlemen  : — We  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  & 
as  time]presses,  have  determined  to   give  it  an  immediate  an- 
swer, although  we  shall  be  prevented  thereby  from  making  so 
uU  and  correct  a  reply  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  requires. 
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In  our  correspondence  with  the  late  committee  of  conference, 
we  detailed  those  assurances  of  submission  to  the  laws  which 
would  have  been  deemed  full  and  satisfactory',  and  which  were 
necessary  to  the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  us.  This 
detail  was  minutely  settled  in  conference  with  a  sub-committee 
of  that  body.  From  a  desire  on  our  part  to  accommodate  and 
to  render  the  proposals  as  unexceptionable  as  possible,  they  were 
altered  and  modified  at  their  request,  till  being  superior  to  all 
exception  they  received  the  unanimous  approbation  of  those 
gentlemen.  The  detail  thus  settled,  required  from  the  stand- 
ing committee  assurances  of  their  explicit  determination  to 
submit  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  that  they  would  not 
directly  or  indirectly  oppose  the  execution  of  the  acts  for  rais- 
ing a  revenue  upon  distilled  spirits  and  stills,  and  that  they 
would  support,  as  far  as  the  laws  require,  the  civil  authority 
in  affording  the  protection  due  to  all  officers  and  other  citizens. 
These  assurances  have  not  been  given.  On  the  contrary,  we 
learn  with  emotions,  difficult  to  be  repressed,  that  in  the  meet- 
ing; of  the  committee  at  Redstone,  resistance  to  the  laws  and 
open  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  were  publicly  advo- 
cated, and  that  two-fifths  of  the  body,  representing  twenty- 
three  townships,  totally  disapproved  the  proposals  and  pre- 
ferred the  convulsions  of  a  civil  contest  to  the  indulgence 
offered  them  by  their  country.  Even  the  members  composing 
the  majority,  although  by  a  secret  and  undistinguished  vote, 
they  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple to  accede  to  the  proposals,  did  not  themselves  accede  to 
them,  nor  give  the  assurances,  nor  make  the  recommendations 
explicitly  required  of  them.  They  have  adjourned  without 
day  and  the  terms  are  broken  on  their  part. 

"We  had  reason  for  requiring  these  declarations  and  recom- 
mendations from  that  body.  They  were  a  representation  (in 
fact)  of  the  different  townships  in  the  western  counties — they 
were  a  body  in  whom  the  people  had  chosen  to  place  confi- 
dence— there  were  among  them  men  whose  advice  and  exam- 
ple have  had  influence  in  misleading  the  people,  and  it  was 
proper  they  should  be  instrumental  in  recalling  them  to  their 
dutj' ;  and  their  avowed  determination  to  support  the  civil  au- 
thority^ in  protecting  the  officers,  would  have  assisted  in  re- 
pressing the  violence  of  turbulent  individuals. 
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Our  expectations  have  been  unfortunately  disappointed. 
The  terms  required  have  not  been  acceded  to.  You  have  been 
sent  hither  to  demand  new  terms,  and  it  is  nov/  necessary  for 
us  to  decide  whether  wo  will  return  home  or  enter  into  other 
arrangements. 

Upon  reflection,  we  are  satisfied,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  while  he  demands  satisfactory  proofs,  that  there 
will  be  in  future  a  perfect  submission  to  the  laws,  does  not 
wish  the  great  body  of  the  people,  should  be  finally  concluded 
by  the  conduct  or  proceedings  of  any  committee;  and  if  the- 
people  themselves  will  make  the  declarations  required  of  the 
standing  committee,  and  give  satisfactory  proofs  of  a  general 
and  sincere  determination  to  obey  the  laws,  the  benefit  oflered 
may  still  be  obtained  by  those  individuals,  who  shall  explicitly 
avow  their  submission  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  It  is  diflH- 
cult  to  decide  in  what  manner  the  said  declaration  and  determi  ■ 
nation  of  the  people  to  submit  peaceably,  should  be  taken  and 
ascertained.  We  have  thought  much  on  this  subject,  and  are 
fully  satisfied  that  a  decision  by  ballot  will  be  wholly  unsatis- 
factory, and  that  it  will  be  easy  to  produce  by  that  means,  an 
apparent  but  delusive  unanimity.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary 
that  the  determination  of  every  individual  be  publicly  an- 
nounced. In  a  crisis,  and  on  a  question  like  this,  it  is  dis- 
honorable to  temporize.  Everyman  ought  to  declare  himself 
openly,  and  give  his  assurances  of  submission  in  a  manner  that 
cannot  be  questioned  hereafter.  If  military  coercion  must 
finally  take  place,  the  government  ought  to  know  not  only  the 
numbers,  but  the  names  of  the  faithful  citizens,  who  may 
otherwise  be  in  danger  of  being  confounded  with  the  guilty. 
It,  therefore,  remains  with  you  to  say,  whether  you  will  recom- 
mend such  a  mode  of  procedure,  and  will  immediately  arrange 
with  us  the  manner,  in  which  the  sense  of  the  people  may  be 
publicly  taken,  and  written  assurances  of  submission  obtained 
within  the  time  already  limited.  W^e  require  an  explicit  and 
speedy  answer  in  writing.  You  request  us  to  give  assurances 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  an  indemnity  shall  be 
granted  as  to  the  arrears  of  excise,  to  all  persons  that  have  not 
entered  their  stills  before  this  date.  If  it  were  proper  to  remit 
all  arrears  of  duty,  wo  cannot  conceive,  why  those  who  have 
entered  their  still!?,  should  not  receive  a   similar  indulgence 


23G        PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

with  those  who  have  refused ;  nor  why  you  demand  peculiar 
favors  for  the  opposers  of  the  acts,  while  you  abandon  those 
who  have  complied  to  the  strictness  of  the  laws.  We  have 
gone  on  that  subject  as  far  as  we  think  advisable.  The  clause 
was  introduced  at  the  request  of  the  late  committee  of  confer- 
ence;  and  even  the  style  of  expressing  it  was  settled  with 
them.  \Vc  have,  therefore,  nothing  more  to  add  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

You  require  also,  that  time  be  given  until  the  11th  day  of 
October,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  people.  That 
is  wholly  inadmissible.  On  the  day  of  the  conference,  the 
time  allowed  was  deemed  suflSciently  long;  and  we  are  sorry 
to  perceive  that  delay  only  tends  to  produce  an  indisposition 
to  decide.  There  are  strong  reasons  obvious  to  a  reflecting 
mind  against  prolonging  the  time  a  single  hour.  Nothing  is 
required  but  a  declaration  of  that  duty  which  every  man  owes 
to  his  country,  and  every  man  before  this  day  must  have  made 
up  his  mind  on  the  subject.  Six  weeks  have  already  elapsed, 
since  the  ordinary  exercise  of  civil  authority  has  been  forcibly 
suppressed,  the  officers  of  government  expelled,  and  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  well  disposed  citizens  exposed  to  the  out- 
rages of  popular  violence.  The  protection  which  is  due  to 
peaceable  citizens,  the  respect  which  every  government  owes 
itself,  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States  demand  that  the 
authority  of  the  laws  be  quickly  restored.  To  this,  we  may 
add,  that  the  militia  (which  by  late  orders  from  the  president 
have  teen  encreased  to  15,000  men,  including  1,500  riflemen 
from  Virginia,  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Morgan) 
have  received  orders  to  assemble,  and  we  cannot  undertake 
that  their  march  will  be  long  suspended.  All  possible  means 
to  inform,  to  conciliate  and  to  recall  our  fellow  citizens  to  their 
duty,  have  been  used.  If  their  infatuation  still  continues,  we 
regret,  but  are  persuaded  that  further  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance will  but  encreasc  it. 

If  the  whole  country  shall  declare  their  determination  peace- 
ably to  submit,  the  hopes  of  the  Executive  will  be  fulfilled, 
and  if  a  part  of  the  survey  shall  persist  in  their  unjustifiable 
resistance  to  the  lawful  authority  of  their  country,  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  the  government  to  confound  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty.     You  may  therefore  assure  the  friends  of  order  and 
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the  laws,  that  they  may  rely  upon  promptly  receiving  all  the 
protection  the  g-overnment  can  give,  and  that  efl'ectual  meas- 
ures will  bo  taken  to  suppress  and  punish  the  violence  of  those 
individuals,  who  may  endeavor  to  obstruct  the  execution  of 
the  laws  and  to  involve  their  country  in  a  scene  of  calamity', 
the  extent  and  seriousness  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  calcu- 
late. 

It  is  eas}'  to  perceive  from  the  whole  scope  of  this  letter, 
that  no  part  of  it  is  addressed  to  the  gentlemen  of  Ohio  county> 
in  Virginia. 

JAMES  ROSS, 
J.  YEATES, 
VVM.  BRADFORD. 
To  Robert  Dickey,  John  Pkobst,  Johx  Nesbitt,  John  Mar- 
shal, David  Fhiuts,  Johx  M'Clelland,  George  Wallace  and 
Samuel  Wilsox. 


JUDGE  ADDISON'S  CHARGE  TO  THE  GRAND  JURY 
OF  ALLEGHENY. 


Pittsburgh,  Sspl.  1st,  1794. 

The  alarming  and  awful  situation  of  this  country,  at  this 
time,  are  too  well  known  to  require  a  statement.  On  the  part 
of  government  we  are  now  offered  a  forgiveness  of  all  that  is 
past,  on  condition  that  we  sincerely  submit  to  the  excise  law, 
and  all  other  laws.  The  question  now  is  whether  we  will 
accept  of  the  terms  proposed  or  not. 

The  decision  of  this  question  is  of  such  importance  that  I 
am  sure  it  will  receive  a  solemn  consideration  from  every  citi- 
zen of  a  sober  nnnd.  If  we  accept  of  the  terms  we  shall  have 
peace.  If  we  reject  them  we  shall  have  war.  There  is  no 
medium  between  these  extremes.  For  in  the  present  state  of 
this  country  it  is  impossible  to  expect  from  government  a  re- 
peal of  the  excise  law.  Government  is  the  whole  people  act- 
ing by  their  representatives.  The  will  of  these  representatives 
must  not  be  extorted  by  force  or  fear,  otherwise  those  who 
thus  constrain  them  exercise  a  tyranny  over  the  rest  of  the 
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people.  We  are  a  little  more  than  a  seventieth  part  of  the 
United  States.  AVe  ought  not  therefore  to  pretend  to  dictate 
laws  to  whole,  but  whatever  portion  we  may  be,  if  one  law  is 
repealed  at  the  call  of  armed  men,  government  is  destroyed ; 
no  law  will  have  any  force  ;  every  law  will  be  disobeyed  in 
some  part  of  the  Union.  Government  is  therefore  now  com- 
pelled to  enforce  submission  to  this  law,  or  to  none.  The 
whole  force  of  the  United  States  must  be  exerted  to  support 
its  authority  now,  or  the  government  of  the  United  States  must 
cease  to  exist.     Submission  or  war  therefore  is  the  alternative. 

War  is  so  dreadful  a  calamity  that  nothing  can  justify  its 
admission,  but  an  evil  against  which  no  other  remedy  remains. 
That  the  colonies,  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  tyranny  of 
Britain,  should  have  roused  to  war,  no  man  will  wonder.  They 
had  to  acquire  the  first  principle  of  liberty,  an  equal  voice  in 
framing  their  laws.  The  same  was  the  case  of  Franco.  Its 
constitution  was  overthrown,  and  one  man  has  by  inheritance 
acquired  a  power  which  he  could  transmit  to  his  successor  of 
making  laws  for  the  whole  nation,  but  our  constitution  has 
already  secured  the  most  democratic  principles  of  represen- 
tation. Our  complaint  is  only  against  the  ordinary  exercise 
of  a  legislation.  We  have  now  more  than  a  just  proportion  of 
representatives.  To  fill  onr  just  proportion  we  may  choose 
whom'  we  please,  and  we  ought  not  yet  to  despair,  that  in  a 
legal  manner  we  shall  receive  redress  from  every  just  com_ 
plaint.  The  principles  of  liberty  are  completely  established  in 
our  constitution.  Those  principles  are  that  the  will  of  a 
majority  should  control  the  few.  We  wish  now  for  a  liberty 
destructive  of  those  principles  which  we  formerly  thought, 
and  the  French  now  fight  to  establish.  Our  complaint  is  that 
the  many  have  not  yet  repealed  a  law  at  the  request  of  the  few, 
and  therefore  we  rashly  propose  war. 

If  we  determine  on  war,  look  forward  to  the  consequences. 
Either  we  shall  defeat  the  United  States,  or  the  United  States 
will  subdue  us.  If  the  United  States  subdue  us,  we  shall  at 
the  end  of  the  war  be  certainly  not  in  a  better  situation  than 
we  are  at  present,  for  the  same  necessity  the  preservation  of 
the  authority  of  government  will  exist  for  onforciug  the  law 
then  which  exists  for  enforcing  it  now.  We  shall  be  in  a  worse 
condition,  for  government  will  then  ba  under  no  obligation  to 
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grant  us  so  favorable  terms  which  arc  now  offered  ;  but  may 
exact  punishment  for  past  offences,  penalties  for  past  delin-' 
quencies,  compensation  for  past  damages  and  re-imbursement 
of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  To  these  J  might  add  the  miseries 
attending  the  war.  But  as  these  will  attend  the  war,  in  either 
event,  I  shall  particularly  allude  to  them,  in  supposition  of  our 
defeating  the  United  States. 

To  me  this  event  appears  improbable  to  the  last  degree.  A 
train  of  unfortunate  delusions  (for  such  I  deem  them)  seem  to 
occupy  the  minds  of  many  in  this  country.  It  is  said  that  no 
militia  will  come  out  against  us  ;  that  if  they  do,  we  are  so 
much  superior  in  arms  that  we  shall  easily  defeat  them  ;  that 
we  can  intercept  them  in  the  mountains  and  prevent  their  pas- 
sage ;  that  if  they  should  come,  they  will  march  peaceably 
along  and  not  disturb  the  citizens  engaged  in  the  lawful  oc- 
cupations of  life,  and  that  at  the  worst  Ave  can  throw  our- 
selves under  the  protection  of  the  British. 

On  such  notions,  these  are  my  remarks.  From  all  that  I 
have  heard  or  seen,  there  is  a  resentment  in  the  people  of  the 
other  side  of  the  mountains  against  our  conduct,  on  two 
grounds,  as  being  contradictory  to  the  principle  of  democrac}' 
which  require  obedience  to  a  constitutional  law  ;  and  as  refus- 
ing to  bear  any  part  of  a  burden  to  which  they  have  submitted. 
This  resentment  will  not  only  carry  vast  numbers  of  them  to 
comply  with  the  regular  call  of  the  militia,  but  to  step  forward 
as  volunteers.  Supposing  (which  may  yet  be  doubted)  that 
they  may  at  first  be  inferior  to  us  in  the  art  of  fighting  ;  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  are  so  deeply  involved  in  our 
submission  that  no  expence  will  be  spared  to  accomplish  it. 
And  should  the  draught  of  the  niilitia  be  insufficient,  certainly 
the  legislature  will  enable  the  Executive  to  raise  and  maintain 
a  standing  bod}'  of  forces  to  accomplish  the  object  of  govern- 
ment. They  will  come  at  different  times,  in  different  direc- 
tions and  accumulated  numbers,  for  the  whole  force  of  the 
United  States  will  be  directed  against  us,  so  has  the  President, 
who  never  speaks  till  he  has  determined,  declared  by  his  pro- 
clamation. If  this  country  reject  the  conditions  ofiered,  the 
whole  country  will  be  considered  as  in  a  State  of  rebellion;  every 
man  must  be  considered  either  as  a  citizen  or  as  an  enemy.  If 
he  says  he  is  a  citizen,  he  may  be  called  upon  by  the  force 
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under  the  authority  of  g-overnment  to  unite  in  subduing-  its 
enemies.  If  he  refuse,  he  becomes  an  enemy  and  as  such  may 
be  treated.  The  army  of  government  may  live  among  us  at 
free  quarters,  may  reduce  us  to  obedience  by  plunder,  fire  and 
sword. 

Will  the.  British  receive  us  ?  The  government  of  Canada 
dare  not,  without  authority  from  London.  And  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  Britain  will  risk  the  loss  of  the  friendship  and 
trade  of  the  United  States  for  so  poor  an  object  as  our  becom 
in"-  her  subjects.  If  she  did,  ought  we  not  expect  that  the 
United  States  would  seize  her  dominions  on  the  eastern  part  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  intercept  our  communication 
with  her.  Against  the  whole  force  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
erted as  we  have  reason  to  fear,  what  have  we  to  rest  on  ? 
Where  are  our  arms  ?  Where  are  our  magazines  of  military 
stores  ?  Or  where  can  we  obtain  a  supply  of  these  articles, 
but  from  the  United  States,  with  wliom  we  shall  be  at  war. 
All  communication  between  us  and  our  fellow  citizens  on  the 
east  side  of  the  mountains  will  be  cut  off.  Even  the  supplies 
of  the  common  articles  of  life,  which  we  receive  from  them, 
will  be  prevented  ;  and  not  a  simple  article  of  food  or  cloth- 
ini'-  much  less  of  arms  or  amunition,  will  be  furnished  to  us 
from  that  quarter.  Army  after  army  will  be  sent  against  us. 
In  a  state  of  open  war  we  shall  be  considered  as  any  other 
enemy,  with  the  additional  rancour  attached  to  a  civil  war. 
Our  agriculture  will  be  destroyed  ;  our  fields  lade  waste  ;  our 
houses  burnt ;  and,  while  we  are  fighting  our  fellow  citizens 
on  one  side,  the  Indians  (and  God  knows  how  soon)  will  at- 
tack us  on  the  other.  The  consciences  of  many  among  our- 
selves  will  shrink  back  with  horror,  at  the  idea  of  drawing  a 
sword  against  our  bretliren.  They  will  call  for  neutrality. 
They  will  enter  into  associations  for  mutual  defence.  Many, 
who  now  from  fear  of  danger  or  insult,  put  on  the  appearance 
of  zeal  and  violence,  v*m11,  when  it  comes  to  decisive  exertion, 
draw  back.  But  those  who  are  for  war  will  strive,  by  force, 
to  draw  in  those  wlio  are  for  peace.  We  shall  attack  and  de- 
stroy each  other,  and  fall  by  our  hands  Our  coi-nfields  will 
be  converted  into  fields  of  battle.  No  man  will  sow  ;  for  no 
man  will  be  sure  that  he  shall  reap.  Poverty,  distress,  and 
famine  will  extinguish  us.     All  mutual  confidence  will  be  at 
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an  end,  and  all  the  bands  of  society  vrill  be  dissolved.  Every 
man  will  be  afraid  to  speak  to  his  neighbor.  There  will  be  no 
power  of  government  t(-)  control  the  violence  of  the  wicked. 
No  man's  life,  no  man's  house,  no  man's  goods,  no  man's  wife, 
no  man's  daughter,  will  be  safe.  A  scene  of  general  destruc- 
tion will  take  place.  And,  should  government,  weary  of  chas- 
tising us,  at  last  leave  us  to  ourselves,  we  shall  be  a  miserable 
remnant,  without  wealth,  commerce  or  virtue — a  prey  to  the 
savages,  or  slaves  to  Britain.  Are  we  prepared  for  a  separa- 
tion from  the  United  States,  and  to  exist  as  an  independent 
people  ?  This  is  a  question  which  ought  to  be  settled  pre- 
viously to  our  taking  up  arms  against  government.  For  to 
disobey  a  government,  while  by  remaining  in  it,  we  admit  its 
authority  to  command,  is  too  absurd,  and  too  contrary  to  the 
duty  of  citizens  for  any  man  of  reason  and  virtue  to  support; 
especially  where  the  government,  like  ours,  is  created  and 
changeable  by  the  people  themselves,  that  is,  by  the  whole 
people  or  a  majority  of  the  whole  people.  Our  appeal  to  arms 
is  therefore  a  declaration  of  independence,  and  must  issue, 
either  in  separation  or  obedience.  Government  cannot  recede 
farther  than  it  has  done.  It  has  already  made  sacrifices, 
which  inlitle  it  to  grateful  returns.  It  oilers  to  forgive  past 
ofi'enses,  and  consider  us  as  having  never  erred.  It  cannot, 
without  a  total  extinction  of  all  authority,  repeal  this  law, 
while  we  disobey  it  Government  must  either  subdue  us,  or 
cast  us  ofi".  For,  however  wo  may  flatter  ourselves  with  the 
destructive  hope  of  defeatinggovernment,  we  have  no  prospect 
of  subduing  it,  and  compelling  the  United  States  to  retain  us 
in  the  Union.  Suppose  us  then  a  separate  people,  what  pros- 
pect have  we  of  being  able  to  secure  those  objects,  which  are 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  this  country,  and  of  far  more 
consequence  than  the  repeal  of  the  exci.se  law  ?  Shall  we,  at 
our  own  expense,  subdue  the  Indians,  seize  the  western  posts 
and  open  the  Mississippi?  Or  will  not  the  British,  counte- 
nanced by  the  United  States,  retain  the  posts,  and  arm  and  pro- 
tect the  Indians  against  us  ?  And  will  not  the  Spaniards, 
under  the  same  countenance,  block  tip  the  Mississippi  and  re- 
fuse, perhaps,  all  trade  with  us  ?  At  present  there  is  a  fair 
prospect  of  an  accommodation  with  Britain  and  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  United  States,  we  have  reason  to  hope  for  a  sur- 
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render  of  the  Western  posts  and  of  consequence  a  peace 
with  the  Indians.  There  is  also  a  negociation,  industriously, 
iind  not  unpromisingly  conducted  with  Spain  for  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  The  continuance  of  our  union  with 
the  United  States  may  therefore,  in  a  short  time,  secure  us  all 
our  favorite  objects.  And  there  must  be  time,  lor  we  have  to 
deal  with  sovereign  and  powerful  nations,  whose  rights  we 
cannot  infringe;  we  must  therefore  solicit  and  not  extort.  But 
separated  from  the  United  States  and,  of  course,  from  the 
friendship  of  France  &  the  world,  what  hope  have  we  to  bend 
the  haughty  nations  of  Britain  and  Spain  ?  We  should  be 
their  sport  or  their  slaves. 

In  rejecting  the  conditions  now  oflered  us  by  government, 
we  cannot  hope  to  extort  a  repeal  of  the  excise  law.  If  vie 
would  remove  it  by  force,  we  must  be  able  to  cut  ourselves 
off  from  the  United  States  with  the  loss  of  our  prosperity,  our 
.happiness,  and  perhaps  our  existence.  A  rejection  of  the  con- 
ditions is  a  declaration  of  war,  and  war  is  the  sure  road  to  ruin. 

Let  us  next  consider  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  our 
submission  to  government  on  the  terms  offered.  We  are  re- 
stored to  the  peace  and  protection  of  government.  We  shall 
-be  tried  for  offenses  and  delinquencies  by  courts  and  juries  in 
our  neighborhood,  but  with  these  favorable  terms  we  must  sub- 
mit to  the  excise  law. 

The  peculiar  objection  which  lay  in  the  mouths  of  the  people 
on  this  side  of  the  mountains  to  this  law  was  this,  that  from 
our  local  circumstances  it  drew  from  us  a  sum  of  money  which 
was  disproportioned  to  our  wealth,  and  would  soon  exhaust 
our  circulating  medium.  However  necessary  on  these  grounds 
an  opposition  to  the  excise  law  might  be  three  3'ears  ago,  it  is 
less  necessar}'  now.  Since  that  period  the  progress  of  this 
country  to  wealth  has  been  amazingly  rapid.  There  ha^e 
been  more  public  and  private  buildings  raised  and  fewer  sheriff 
sales  for  debt  within  this  period  than  for  nine  years  past  pre- 
ceding. Three  years  ago,  I  believe,  there  was  hardly  a  burr 
millstone  in  this  country,  now  there  are  perhaps  a  dozen.  The 
quantity  uf  money  circulating  among  us  is  since  greatly  in- 
creased, and  the  value  of  all  property  is  thereby  greatly  in- 
creased. In  other  words,  the  value  of  money  is  greatly  less- 
.ened,  and  thereby  the  value  of  the  excise  to  be  paid  by  us  is 
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grea-tly  lessened.     Then  there  was  hardly  any  trade  to  the 
Spamsh  settlements  on  the  Mississippi ;  it  was  at  any  rate 
small,  and  confined   to  a  fe^  adventurers.     The  quant^tytf 
gram  exported  was  but  little,  of  course  but  little  was  with- 
drawn from  our  own  consumption,  and  this  little  was  generally 
bough    w,th  goods.     .Yow  a  very  respectable  trade  is  carried 
on  to  the  Spanish  settlements-our  traders  are  treated  with 
great  civihty  by  the  Spaniards.     The  duty  on  our  trade  is  re- 
duced to  a  mere  trifle,  and  there  is  very  little  diiEculty  in 
bnnpng  away  dollars   in   return.     We   shall   soon  have  the 
whole  supply  of  that  market  to  ourselves.     Last  spring  our 
best  tiour  was  sold  there  a  dollar  each  barrel  dearer  than  flour 
frona  ^ew  1  ork.     None  of  the  traders  now  depend  on  good 
for  the  purchase  of  wheat,  but  must  purchase  at  a  reasonable 
price  in  money      From  this  increased  exportation  of  our  grain 
the  necessity  of  distillation  is  greatly  lessened  in  degree   and 
will  every  day  lessen.     Government  does  not  now  as  formerly 
supply  the  army  with  whiskey  through  contractors  purchasing 
with  goods,  but  employs  agents  to  purchase  it  with  money 
Last  year  ten  thousand  dollars  was  laid  out  in  this  way  by  one 
agent  in  this  country,  and  the  execution  of  an  order  for  ten 
thousand  more  was  stopt  only  by  the  present  troubles      The 
contractors  themselves  have  these  two  last  years. purchased 
their  supplies  with  cash.     From  these  circumstances  and  the 
pay    and  other  expenses  of  the  army,  government  sends  far 
moie  money  to  this  side  of  the  mountains  than  it  would  draw 
back  by  the  excise.     At  the  commencement  of  this  law  a  very 
great  quantity  of  foreign  spirits  was  consumed  in  this  country 
but  so  severe  is  the  duty  which  this  law  lays  on  foreign  spirits 
that  the  people  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountains  drink  such 

afford' t''  I  ':''yr'''''^  P"^^'  -d  our  store  keepers  cannot 
afford  to  bring  foreign  spirits  in  any  considerable  quantity 
over  the  mountains.  ^  ^ 

As  our  circumstances  are  thus  materially  changed,  so  the 
aw  Itself  is  changed  also.  Originally,  the  duty  on  a  till  w 
60  ents  per  gallon,  now  it  is  54.  Originally  the  duty  on  the 
gallon  of  whiskey  was  0  cents,  now  it  is  7  cents.  Another 
material  alteration,  is  granting  a  license  by  the  month,  at  10 
cents  per  gallon  on  the  still,  a  provision  peculiarly  su  ted  to 
a  country,  where  few  distillers  work  in  summer 
16— Vol.  IY. 
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I  do  not  say,  that,  by  these  alterations  in  our  circumstances 
and  in  the  law,  our  objections  to  the  excise  law  are  removed, 
but  they  are  surely  lessened.  We  have  reason  also  to  believe, 
that  our  remonstrance  would  be  listened  to  more  efifectually, 
if,  by  obedience  we  put  ourselves  in  a  capacity  of  being  heard  ; 
but  it  is  natural  to  answer,  why  complain  of  a  law  which  you 
have  never  obeyed.  I  will  go  yet  further,  and  state  an  opin- 
ion, that  the  easiest  and  speediest,  and  1  believe  the  only  way 
to  accomplish  our  object,  a  total  repeal  of  this  law,  is  instantly 
to  accept  of  the  conditions  offered  by  government,  honestly 
comply  with  them,  and  thus  come  fairly  before  the  legislature 
with  our  remonstrance. 

I  have  before  stated  the  impossibility,  that  the  legislature 
should  repeal  this  law  so  long  as  we  resist  it.  I  will  now  ex- 
plain to  you  on  what  grounds  I  form  the  opinion  that  they  will 
repeal  it  as  soon  as  possible,  after,  by  our  submission,  wc  have 
restored  them  to  their  authority,  and  you  may  judge  for  your- 
selves of  the  probability  of  this  opinion. 

The  present  prospect  of  French  affairs  and  the  favorable  re- 
ception which  Mr.  Jay,  our  ambassador,  has  met  with  in  Eng- 
land, give  reason  to  hope  for  a  good  understanding  between 
us  and  Britain,  and  a  consequent  termination  of  the  Indian 
war.  1  estimate  two  3^cars,  as  a  reasonable  period  for  these 
causes  to  operate,  and  these  effects  to  be  produced.  If  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  of  the  Indian  war  ceased,  there  is  reason 
to  expect,  such  is  the  increasing  trade  of  America,  that  the 
imports  would  suffice  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  govern- 
ment. If  this  be  true,  so  generally  is  the  excise  on  domestic 
produce  disliked,  and  so  imperfectly  paid,  that  we  have  no 
reason  to  presume  that  the  legislature  will  keep  it  up  longer 
than  is  necessary.  You  have  now  the  grounds  on  which  I 
state  the  opinion  that  itinay  be  repealed  in  two  years.  If  re- 
pealed then,  il  will  have  lasted  five  years;  of  these  five,  we 
shall,  perhaps,  if  we  comply  now,  be  compelled  to  pay  for  only 
two  years,  and  supposing  the  tax  unequal,  paying  but  two 
years  out  of  five  may  correct  the  inequality,  and,  while  we  pay, 
a  far  greater  sum  for  the  expences  of  the  war  is  circulated 
among  us.  Thus  the  Indian  war  occasioning  the  excise,  bears 
with  it  a  remedy,  and  when  this  remedy  fails,  there  is  reason 
to  e.Kpect  the  evil  may  also  fail. 
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Whether,  therefore,  we  would  avoid  ruin,  or  whether  we 
would  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  excise  law,  it  appears  evident  to 
me  that  we  have  noway  to  gain  our  point,  but  by  immediately 
accepting  and  faithfully  performing  the  conditions  proposed. 

If  we  do  not,  we  shall  no  more  get  cash  for  our  whiskey. 
The  army  will  be  supplied  with  whiskey  from  Kentucky.  And 
(a  law  passed  last  session  authorizing  it)  our  whiskey,  if  car- 
ried anywhere  out  of  this  country,  will  with  the  horses,  car- 
riages or  boats  be  seized  and  forfeited.  We  shall,  therefore, 
become  the  only  consumers  of  our  whiskey.  It  will  again 
cease  to  be  a  cash  article  and  again  become  a  mere  drug. 

But  it  is  said  that  if  we  submit  now,  we  have  nothing  to 
expect  from  a  remonstance,  for  our  past  remonstrances  have 
been  ineffectual.  I  say  it  is  too  hasty  to  draw  this  conclusion. 
Besides  what  I  formerly  observed  that  we  have  never,  by  obe- 
dience, intitled  ourselves  to  relief.  I  request  your  attention 
to  the  situation  of  the  United  States  hitherto.  The  imports 
have  not  been  sufficient  for  the  expences  of  government  includ- 
ing those  of  the  Indian  war.  The  excise  law,  therefore,  could 
not  be  repealed  unless  some  new  fund  was  substituted  in  its 
stead.  Now  it  is  impossible  to  impose  any  tax  whatever  that 
will  operate  equally  on  all  men.  Suppose,  therefore,  some 
other  tax  imposed  in  lieu  of  this,  while  we  continued  to  resist 
this.  What  would  be  the  consequence?  It  might  be  as  un_ 
popular  here,  or  in  some  other  place,  as  this  excise  ;  the  conse. 
quence  would  be,  tiiat  from  an  experience  of  the  weakness  of 
government  in  failing  to  enforce  the  excise,  the  new  tax  would 
be  resisted  also  and  no  tax  would  ever  be  enforced.  Suppose 
a  direct  tax  on  a  general  valuation  of  property,  there  would 
be  great  frauds.  Suppose  a  direct  tax  on  lands.  The  amount 
of  all  direct  taxes,  in  each  State,  must  be  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants.  Now  unless  land  or  other  property 
in  quantity  and  value,  bore  the  same  proportion  in  each  State 
with  the  number  of  inhabitants  to  the  whole,  the  direct  tax 
would  in  some  States  be  unconstitutional,  of  course  resisted. 
I  am  informed  that  in  New  England  a  direct  tax  would  be  as 
unpopular  as  the  excise  is  here.  Government,  therefore,  could 
not,  with  safety,  substitute  any  other  tax  instead  of  the  excise, 
till  it  had  first  shown  that  its  authority  was  sufficient  to  enforce 
the  excise. 
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Attend  especially  to  the  situation  of  the  United  States  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  judge  for  yourselves,  was  that 
a  time  to  release  any  established  subject  of  taxation  and  try  a 
new  experiment  ?  The  whole  world  seemed  to  lower  upon  us. 
The  Indians  attacked  our  back  settlements.  The  Algerines 
plundered,  and  the  British  captured  our  ships  at  sea.  It  was 
judged  necessary  for  safety  and  justice  to  equip  a  fleet — to  for- 
tify our  harbors,  and  to  send  out  against  the  Indians  two  thou- 
sand volunteers  from  Kentucky.  For  all  these  purposes,  the 
imports  (diminished  by  the  spoliations  and  the  embargo)  would 
come  too  slowly  in,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  anticipate 
the  revenue  by  enabling  the  President  to  borrow  a  million  of 
dollars.  Was  this  a  time  to  press  a  repeal  of  the  excise  ? 
From  all  these  circumstances  the  failure  of  our  past  remon- 
stances  is  no  sufficient  reason  to  conclude,  that  after  we  have 
submitted  to  the  authorit}^  of  government,  and  after  its  embar- 
rassments are  removed,  our  future  remonstrances  will  fail  of  a 
just  eflect. 

On  all  these  grounds,  I  do  most  earnestly  exhort  to  an  imme- 
diate acceptance  of  the  conditions  oflered  by  the  Commission- 
ers, and  a  faithful  performance  of  them  on  our  part,  as  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  hope  for  redress  or  escape  ruin. 

I  have  thus  expressed  my  sentiments  honestly  and  freely,  as 
at  this  crisis  it  becomes  every  man  who  has  any  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  this  country,  to  take  every  occasion  to  do.  This  is 
not  a  time  for  concealment  or  dissimulation.  Let  every  man 
speak  out,  and  not  by  silence  or  falsehood  deceive  one  another- 
Let  a  free  currency  of  opinions  restore  mutual  confidence  and 
mutual  safety,  that  the  dagger  of  the  assassin,  the  torch  of  the 
incendiary,  and  tongue  of  the  slanderer  be  not  feared.  Let  the 
energy  of  government  be  restored  ;  let  the  public  peace  and 
the  rights  of  persons  and  property  be  preserved  sacred,  and  let 
every  individual  repose  with  confidence  and  safety  on  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law.  Let  the  power  of  punishment  be  exerted 
only  as  our  principles  prescribe  by  courts  and  juries  ;  let  offen- 
ces be  ascertained  only  by  the  volumes  of  our  laws.  "While  a 
man's  words  and  actions  are  lawful,  let  his  safety  be  untouched, 
and  let  not  individuals  assume  the  public  duty  of  repaying 
vengeance. 
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Do  you,  gentlemen,  who,  by  your  station,  can  do  it  so  effec- 
tually,  unite  with  me  in  expressing,  propagating,  and  support- 
ing these  sentiments  ;  and  through  you,  both  now  and  here- 
after, let  them  bo  felt  to  bo  the  voice  of  your  country  ? 

They  are  mine — and  were  an  angel  from  Heaven  to  charge 
me,  to  make  to  you,  as  I  should  answer  it  at  the  tribunal  of 
God,  a  faithful  declaration  of  my  opinion  of  the  interests  of 
this  country,  at  this  important  period,  I  would,  were  it  the 
last  moment  of  my  life,  address  you  as  1  have  now  done.  And, 
0  !  may  the  God  of  wisdom  and  peace  inspire  this  people  with 
discernment  and  virtue,  remove  from  their  minds  blindness 
and  passion,  and  save  this  country  from  becoming  a  field  of 
blood. 

£To  this  address  the  Grand  Jury  made  the  following  note  : 
"The  above  sentiments  of  peace  and  obedience  to  the  laws  would 
have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Jury,  but  as  a  few  mem. 
ers  declined  their  ascent,  silence  was  thought  better  than  an  ap- 
probation not  unanimous.' '] 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN'S  MESSAGE  TO  THE  ASSEMBLY 


Philadelphia,  September  2,  1794, 
Gentlemen  of  (he  Seriate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 
A  solemn  declaration  of  the  President  has  announced  that  in 
pursuance  of  combinations  to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
laying  duties  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and 
upon  stills,  "many  persons  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania 
had,  at  length,  been  hardy  enough  to  perpetrate  acts,  which  lie  is 
advised  amountto  treason,  beingovertacts  of  levying  waragainst 
the  United  States."  A  communication  to  me  has  likewise  ex- 
pressed his  determination  "  to  take  measures  for  calling  forth 
the  militia,  in  order  to  suppress  those  combinations,  and  tn 
cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed."  These  occurrences  have 
appeared,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  of  a  nature  and  tendency  so 
interesting  and  momentous,  as  to  claim,  independent  of  every 
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other  consideration,  an  exercise  of  the  executive  authority,  to 
convene  the  General  Assembly  upon  extraordinary  occasions. 

I  am  sensible,  Gentlemen,  of  the  great  inconveniency  which, 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  must  attend  your  compliance  with 
the  summons  that  has  been  accordingly  issued  ;  but  experience 
justifies  an  expectation  that  you  will  consider  every  private 
sacrifice  amply  compensated  by  the  opportunity  of  contributing 
to  restore  public  tranquility  and  order.  Unless,  indeed,  that 
wholesome  subordination  to  the  laws,  which  confers  on  virtue 
its  merited  safety,  which  secures  to  industry  its  laudable  acqui- 
sitions, and  which  shelters  freedom  from  the  blasts  of  licen- 
tiousness, can  be  introduced  and  preserved,  we  pursue,  in 
vain,  the  avocations  of  domestic  life,  and  boast,  without  pre- 
text, of  equal  rights  and  civil  liberty. 

The  impracticability  of  combining  social  order  with  the 
principles  of  a  free  Republic,  so  long  the  favorite  assertion  of 
interested  Statesmen,  seemed  already  to  have  received  a  satis- 
factory refutation  from  the  experiment  which  our  country  had 
made.  The  friends  of  Liberty  who  had  rejoiced  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  our  Revolution,  beheld  with  still  greater  exulta- 
tion, the  peaceable  and  almost  unanimous  adoption  of  our  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  The  visible  effects  of  this  system,  raised 
upon  the  firm  basis  of  popular  representation  and  directed  to 
the  legitimate  objects  of  .Government,  attracted  the  attention, 
and  hitherto  have  excited  the  admiration  or  the  envy  of  man- 
kind. If,  indeed,  we  examine  more  particularly  the  operations 
of  the  government,  we  shall  find  that,  elevating  our  Federal 
character  from  a  state  of  degradation,  the  American  Union  has 
been  rendered  respectable  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
While  Europe  is  involved  in  all  the  horrors  of  War  and  dis- 
tracted by  the  embarrassment  of  her  finances,  we  find  our 
country  preserved  from. a  participation  in  the  dreadful  conflict 
and  its  treasury  exhibiting  no  claim  to  diminish  the  profits  of 
genius  or  labor ;  but  what  is  necessary  to  protect  a  distant 
and  defenceless  frontier  from  savage  depredation,  to  pay  an 
honest  debt,  the  price  of  our  National  Independence — or  to 
defray  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  Government,  the  price 
of  our  political  establishment.  In  other  countries,  too,  the 
disposition,  the  interest  and  the  prosperity  of  the  government 
may  be  distinguished  from  the  disposition,  the  interest  and 
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the  prospcrit}''  of  the  people ;  but  so  long  as  the  spirit  of  our 
social  compact  continues  to  operate,  so  long  as  the  laws 
are  enacted  by  the  immediate  authority  and  maintained  by  the 
ready  obedience  of  the  citizens,  that  odious  distinction  cannot 
be  generated  hero.  With  the  prosperity  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment, the  prosperity  of  the  American  People  must  be  co- 
eval and  commensurate.  Thus  the  reputation  which  our  gov- 
ernment has  acquired  abroad,  the  peace  which  it  has  preserved 
at  home,  and  the  modei'ation  of  its  fiscal  demands,  are  inti- 
mately and  obviously  allied  to  the  morality,  the  industry,  the 
affluence  and  the  happiness  which  appear  in  all  the  circleii  of 
domestic  life. 

But  a  period  has  unfortunately  arrived  which  renders  it  in- 
dispensable to  remark,  that  this  scene  so  honorable  and  so 
beneficial  to  our  country,  can  only  be  perpetuated  by  the  eOi- 
cient  means  which  have  produced  it.  The  establishment  of  a 
free  government,  with  a  competent  legislative  power,  and  the 
certainty  of  submission  to  the  laws  when  duly  made,  were  the 
real  sources  of  our  prosperity.  Nothing  more  will  be  neces- 
sary to  convert  all  our  enjoyments  into  cares,  than  the  dissem- 
ination of  an  unmerited  contempt  for  the  government  which 
the  People  have  thus  created,  or  the  practice  of  an  unconstitu- 
tional opposition  to  the  laws  which  they  have  thus  authorized 
to  be  enacted.  Such  proceedings  indeed,  are  not  less  unrea- 
sonable in  their  nature,  than  pernicious  in  their  consequences. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  oppose  a  measure  which  our  Representa- 
tives have  been  empowered  to  adopt ;  it  is  unreasonable  to 
risque  the  subversion  of  the  government,  merely  to  extort 
what  a  change  of  our  representatives  may  procure.  It  is  un- 
reasonable to  resist,  by  the  force  of  arms,  what  could  not  be 
prevented  by  the  force  of  argument ;  and,  above  all,  it  is  unrea- 
sonable that  the  few  should  counteract  the  will  of  the  many,  or 
that  a  part  of  the  community  should  undertake  to  prescribe  to 
the  whole. 

I  enquire  not.  Gentlemen,  whether  there  was  any  original 
impolicy  or  whether  there  is  any  oppressive  operation  in  the 
laws,  which  the  present  occasion  particularly  contemplates  ; 
it  is  enough  for  mj'  object  to  know,  that  they  exist  by  an 
authority  competent  to  make  them  ;  for  this  knowledge  (speak- 
ing as  a  Magistrate  or  as  a  freeman)  is  enough  to  convince 
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me  that  they  ought  to  be  obeyed.  If  an  abstract  opinion  con- 
troverting the  policy  of  any  legislative  act,  or  if  a  partial  in- 
convenience resulting  from  the  operation  of  a  general  law, 
shall  be  deemed  a  suflScient  vindication  for  disobedience  and 
hostile  opposition  to  the  Government,  on  what  foundation  can 
we  longer  rest  the  national  hopes  of  respect,  tranquillity  and 
order  ?  In  a  country  so  extensive,  with  interests  so  various 
and  with  habits  so  diversified,  can  we  expect  from  human  wis- 
dom a  system  of  legislation,  that  shall  reconcile  every  differ- 
ence or  gratify  every  prejudice  ?  Or  is  there  any  principle  of 
discrimination  that  will  warrant  a  compliance  with  the  local 
pretensions  of  one  district,  and  justify  the  denial  of  a  similar 
indulgence  to  the  local  pretensions  of  any  district  in  the  Union  ? 
Enquiries  of  this  kind  must  inevitably  terminate  in  a  convic- 
tion that  there  is  no  alternative  in  a  free  country  but  a  submis- 
sion to  the  laws,  ordained  by  the  regular  exercise  of  Constitu- 
tional authority,  or  a  subjection  to  the  anarchy  produced  in- 
variably by  a  popular  disregard  of  social  obligation.  Here, 
therefore,  is  the  point  for  serious  deliberation,  for  should  the 
event  be  unpropitious  to  the  laws,  the  glorious  harvest  of  our 
Revolution  will  be  wantonly  laid  waste ;  the  foes  of  freedom 
and  republicanism  will  acquire  new  energy  from  our  disgrace  ; 
the  present  age  will  regard  our  conduct  with  contempt,  and 
posterity  will  pronounce  our  names  with  destation.  To  us. 
Gentlemen,  in  particular,  this  dreadful  reflection  must  bring 
additional  pain,  should  the  calamity  which  it  contemplates  be 
occasioned  or  promoted  by  the  fatal  example  of  Pennsylvania. 
That  the  Acts  of  Congress,  commonly  called  the  Excise  laws, 
had  created  considerable  discontent  in  various  parts  of  the 
State,  and  that  this  discontent  had  been  manifested,  not  only 
by  a  non-compliance  with  the  laws,  but  by  an  irregular  and 
violent  conduct  towards  the  officers  who  were  employed  to 
execute  them,  have  long  been  circumstances  of  public  notoriety, 
and  at  an  early  period  of  my  administration  were  mentioned 
as  a  proper  subject  for  legislativ.e  animadvertion.  With  a 
design  to  facilitate  the  measures  of  the  Federal  Government,  I 
employed  likewise  repeated  opportunities  to  inculcate  the  in- 
dispensable duty  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  from  time  to 
time  I  received  with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  strongest  assu- 
rances, that  on  the  part  of  the  State  officers,  every  reasonable 
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exertion  would  be  made  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  their  Fellow 
Citizens,  and  to  effectuate  the  acts  of  the  Union,  It  is  to  be 
lamented,  however,  that  the  result  of  these  efforts  has  not  cor- 
responded with  the  expectation  which  I  had  formed.  The 
spirit  of  lawless  opposition  seems  to  have  acquired  fresh  vigor 
during  a  transient  sleep,  and  being  at  length  excited  into  action 
it  has  recently  violated  the  public  peace,  overthrowing  in  its 
career  the  barriers  of  personal  safety  and  tlie  safeguards  of 
private  property.  From  the  information  which  I  have  collec- 
ted through  various  channels,  and  the  result  of  ■which  it  is  my 
duty,  Gentlemen,  to  submit  to  your  observation,  it  may  be 
conjectured  that  at  the  period  of  perpetrating  the  late  out- 
rageous Riots  in  the  Western  parts  of  the  State,  the  principal 
source  of  discontent  had  been  augmented  by  several  collateral 
considerations.  Under  circumstances  peculiarly  inauspicious, 
therefore,  the  marshal  of  the  District  seems  to  have  entered  the 
western  counties  to  serve  certain  judiciary  process,  by  which  a 
number  of  citizens  who  had  omitted  to  enter  their  stills,  agree- 
bly  to  the  act  of  Congress,  were  summoned  to  appear  at  a  Dis- 
trict Court  to  be  holden  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  From  the 
documents  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  on 
the  subject,  it  appears  that  this  officer  was  allowed  without  in- 
jury or  molestation  to  discharge  his  duty  in  the  County  of  Faj" 
ette  ;  that  proceeding  for  the  same  purpose  into  the  County  of 
Allegheny,  he  requested  the  company  and  assistance  of  Gen. 
Nevill,  the  inspector  of  the  Revenue  ;  that  while  thus  accom- 
panied he  suffered  some  insults,  and  encountered  some  oppo- 
sition ;  that  considerable  bodies  of  armed  men  having  at  several 
times- demanded  the  surrender  of  General  Nevill's  commission 
and  papers,  attacked  and'  ultimately  destroyed  his  house  and 
other  valuable  property  ;  that  these  rioters,  (of  whom  a  few 
were  killed  and  many  wounded,)  having  made  the  Marshal,  to- 
gether with  other  Citizens,  prisoners,  released  that  officer  ia 
consideration  of  a  promise  that  he  would  not  serve  any  more 
process  on  the  Western  side  of  the  Allegheny  mountain  ;  that 
under  a  just  apprehension  of  violence,  General  Nevill,  before 
his  house  was  destroyed,  applied  to  two  of  the  jud2;es  of  the 
county  of  Allegheny  for  the  protection  of  his  property,  but  the 
judges  on  the  ITth  day  of  July,  the  day  on  which  his  house 
was  destroyed,  declared  that  they  could  not,   in  the  present 
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circumstances  of  the  country,  afford  the  protection  that  was  re- 
quested, though  they  offered  to  institute  prosecutions  against 
the  offenders,  and  that  General  Nevill  and  the  Marshal,  menaced 
with  further  outrage  by  the  Rioters,  had  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  repairing  by  a  circuitous  route  to  Philadelphia.  To 
this  outline  of  the  information,  which  was  received  immediately 
after  the  riots,  the  stoppage  of  the  public  mail,  the  expulsion 
of  several  friends  to  government  from  Pittsburgh,  and  the 
measures  taken  to  establish  a  correspondence  and  concert 
among  the  rioters,  must  be  regarded  as  circumstances  of  great 
aggravation  and  alarm. 

As  soon  as  the  intelligence  of  these  lawless  proceedings  had 
arrived,  letters  were  addressed,  under  my  instructions,  to  every 
Judge,  Justice,  Sheriff,  Brigade  Inspector  and,  in  short,  to 
every  public  officer  residing  In  the  Western  counties, expressing 
the  regret  and  indignation,  which  the  event  had  produced,  and 
requiring  an  exertion  of  their  influence  and  authority  to  sup- 
press the  tumults,  and  punish  the  offenders.  The  Attorney 
General  of  the  State  was  likewise  desired  to  investigate  the 
circumstances  of  the  riot,  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  rioters, 
and  to  institute  the  regular  process  of  the  law  for  bringing  the 
leaders  to  justice.  This  judiciary  course  of  proceeding,  the 
only  one  which,  at  that  period,  appeared  lawful  to  be  pursued 
on  my  part,  was  recommended  likewise  by  the  success  that 
had  attended  it  upon  former  occasions.  Riots  have  heretofore 
been  committed  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
the  rioters  have  been  invariably  punished  by  our  Courts  of 
Justice.  In  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  in 
opposition  to  the  very  laws  now  opposed,  and  in  the  very 
counties  supposed  to  be  combined  in  the  present  opposition, 
riots  have  likewise  formerly  occurred ;  but  in  every  instance, 
supported  by  legal  proof,  (and  several  such  instances  are  speci- 
fied in  the  documents  that  accompanied  my  address  to  the 
Legislature  on  the  7th  of  December,  1192,)  the  offenders  have 
been  indicted,  convicted  and  punished  by  the  Tribunals  of 
the  State.  To  support  the  authority  of  the  Union,  by  an 
exertion  of  the  authority  of  the  State,  has  ever,  indeed,  consti- 
tuted a  favorite  object  of  my  official  attention  ;  and  I  shall 
always  be  persuaded  that  if  the  purposes  of  Justice  can  be  at- 
tained, if  obedience  to  the  laws  can  be  restored,  and   if  the 
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horrors  of  a  civil  war  can  be  averted  by  that  auxiliary  inter- 
vention, no  idea  of  placing  an  individual  State  in  too  distinct, 
too  important  a  point  of  view,  or  of  interfering  with  the  exer- 
cise of  a  concurrent  Federal  jurisdiction,  can  be  sufficiently 
clear  or  cogent  to  supersede  such  momentous  considerations. 
But  it  may  be  suggested,  that  the  extent  and  violence  of 
the  late  disturbances,  required  a  more  energetic  course,  and 
would  have  justified  an  immediate  interposition  of  the  militia. 
For  my  part.  Gentlemen,  I  confess  that  in  manifesting  a  zeal- 
ous disposition  to  secure  obedience  to  the  Constitutions  and 
laws  of  our  country,  I  shall  ever  prefer  the  instruments  of 
conciliation  to  those  of  coercion,  and  never,  but  in  the  last  re- 
sort, countenance  a  dereliction  of  judiciary  authority,  for  the 
exertion  of  military  force.  Before  the  President  had  deter- 
mined to  employ  the  militia  on  this  occasion,  the  incompetency 
of  the  Judiciary  Department  of  the  Government  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  vindicate  the  violated  laws,  had  not  been  made  suffi- 
ciently apparent.  That  the  laws  of  the  Union  are  the  laws  of 
the  State,  is  a  constitutional  axiom  that  will  never  be  contro- 
verted ;  but  the  mere  circumstance,  that  the  riots  were  com- 
mitted in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  Union,  could  neither 
enlarge  nor  alter  the  powers  of  the  State  Government,  for  in 
executing  the  laws  or  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  Union, 
the  officers  of  Pennsylvania  can  only  employ  the  same  means, 
by  which  the  more  peculiarly  municipal  laws  and  authority  of 
the  State,  are  executed  and  maintained.  Under  a  solemn  con- 
viction, then,  that  the  military  power  of  the  Government  ought 
not  to  be  employed,  until  its  judiciary  authority,  after  a  fair 
experiment,  has  proved  incompetent  to  inforce  obedience  or  to 
punish  infractions  of  the  law,  I  conceived  that  nothing  more 
was  due  to  good  faith  and  justice,  than  an  assurance  that  the 
measures  which  were  taken,  would  have  been  precisely  the 
same,  had  the  riot  been  unconnected  with  the  system  of  Fed- 
eral policy.  If  the  riot  had  been  unconnected  with  the  sys- 
tem of  Federal  policy,  the  vindication  of  our  laws,  upon  the 
Arrival  of  the  first  intelligence,  would  have  been  left  to  the  or- 
dinary course  of  justice,  and  only  in  the  last  resort,  at  the  re- 
quisition and  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  civil  authority,  would  the 
military  force  of  the  State  bo  called  forth. 
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For  it  is  of  some  importance,  Gentlemen,  to  recollect,  that 
at  this  time  no  positive  law  of  the  State  exists,  by  which  the 
exigency  that  will  justify  an  appeal  from  the  political  to  the 
physical  strength  of  our  country  is  defined  ;  or  by  which  the 
evidence  to  prove  the  existence  of  that  exigency  is  regulated 
and  prescribed.  It  is  true,  that  in  seasons  of  tumult  and  insur- 
rection, when  the  civil  authority  has  declared  itself  incompe- 
tent to  the  discharge  of  its  functions,  a  duty  may  be  presumed 
to  result  from  the  nature  and  Constitution  of  the  Executive 
office,  to  aid  the  execution  of  the  laws  by  every  other  legiti- 
mate means.  But  in  the  performance  of  a  discretionary  trust, 
so  charged  with  official  responsibility,  as  it  affects  the  magis- 
trate, and  so  exposed  to  patriot  jealousy  as  it  afiects  the  citi- 
zens, every  construction  of  the  circumstances  that  occur 
should,  in  my  judgment,  be  the  effect  of  serious  deliberation, 
and  every  step  that  is  taken,  in  a  military  course,  should  be 
directed  and  circumscribed  by  the  necessity  which  impels  it. 
Besides,  therefore,  the  recollection  that  in  similar  extremities 
the  judiciary  Department  of  our  Government  had  maintained 
its  authority  by  punishing  the  violators  of  the  public  peace, 
and  besides  the  defect,  originally  of  satisfactory  proof  to 
evince,  that  on  this  occasion,  its  authority  had  failed  ;  there 
were  considerations  of  policy  that  added  a  powerful  iuliuence 
to  recommend  the  lenient  course,  which,  as  an  Executive  Mag- 
istrate, I  had  determined  to  pursue. 

In  a  free  country,  it  must  be  expedient  to  convince  the  Citi- 
zens of  the  necessity  that  shall  at  any  time  induce  the  govern- 
ment to  employ  the  coercive  authority  with  which  it  is  invested. 
To  convince  them  that  it  is  necessary  to  call  forth  the  military 
power,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  laws,  it  must  be  shewn 
that  the  judicial  power  has  in  vain  attempted  to  punish  those 
who  violate  them.  The  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  (however  a 
part  of  them  may  for  a  while  be  deluded)  are  the  friends  of 
law  and  order,  but  whoji  the  inhabitants  of  one  district  shall 
be  required  to  take  arms  against  the  inhabitants  of  another, 
their  general  character  did  not  authorize  me  to  expect  a  pas- 
sive obedience  to  the  mandates  of  Government.  1  believed, 
that  as  Freemen,  they  would  enquire  into  the  cause  and  nature 
of  the  service  proposed  to  them,  and,  I  believed,  their  alacrity 
in  performing  as  well  as  in  accepting  it  would  essentially  de- 
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pend  on  their  opiuion  of  its  justice  and  uecesslt3\  Hence, 
therefore,  my  solicitude  to  ascertain  in  the  clearest  manner, 
whether  the  judiciary  authority  had  been  tried  in  vain,  for 
under  an  assurance  that  every  other  reasonable  expedient  had 
been  previously  resorted  to,  I  was  confident  that  the  public 
opinion  would  sanction  the  most  vigorous  exertion  of  the 
whole  force,  which  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  en- 
trust to  me,  and  that  every  good  citizen  would  willingly  lend 
his  aid  to  strengthen  and  promote  the  measures  that  were  thus 
unavoidabl}'-  employed  for  restoring  the  authority  of  the  laws. 
Upon  great  political  emergencies  the  eflect,  likewise,  of 
every  measure  should  be  deliberately  weighed.  Anticipating 
the  probable  consequences  of  an  awful  appeal  to  arms,  I  could 
not  avoid  impressions,  which  are  of  a  nature  too  painful,  and 
too  delicate  for  public  recapitulation,  but  which  will  readily 
occur  to  every  reflecting  mind.  From  the  situation  that  has 
been  represented.  I  was  relieved  however,  Gentlemen,  by  the 
conduct  which  the  Federal  Government  has  determined  to 
adopt  upon  the  occasion,  and  by  which  it  is  obvious  that  my 
interference  in  a  separate  and  unconnected  manner  to  embody 
any  part  of  the  militia,  would  be  rendered  uselessly  expensive 
to  the  State,  unnecessaril}'-  burthensome  to  the  Citizens,  and 
might  be  eventually  introductory  of  embarrassment  and  con- 
fusion, instead  of  system  and  co-operation.  The  complicated 
nature  of  the  outrages  which  were  committed  upon  the  public 
peace  gave,  indeed,  a  jurisdiction  to  both  Governments  ;  but, 
in  the  judiciary,  as  well  as  in  the  military  Department,  it  would 
perhaps  be  expedient  that  the  subject  should  be  left  entirely  to 
the  management,  either  of  the  State  or  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  the  very  important  difference,  which  is  supposed  to 
exist  in  the  nature  and  consequences  of  the  offences  when  con- 
templated by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  when  contem- 
plated by  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  must  otherwise  destroy 
that  uniformity  in  the  definition  of  crimes,  and  the  apportion- 
ment of  punishments  which  has  always  been  deemed  essential 
to  a  due  administration  of  justice. 

You  will  perceive,  gentlemen,  from  the  documents  which  I 
have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  that  treading  in  the  regu- 
lar path  designated  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  President  has 
received  a  notification  from  an  Associate  Judge,  stating  accord- 


25G  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

ing  to  the  Act  "  that  in  the  Counties  of  Washington  and  Alle- 
gheny, in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of  the  United  States  are  opposed, 
and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  by  combinations  too 
powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinar}^  course  of  judicial 
proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  Marshal  of  the 
District,"  The  legal  operation  of  this  Certificate  having 
authorized  the  President  to  call  forth  the  Militia  of  this  and  of 
any  other  State  to  suppress  sucli  combinations,  and  to  cause 
the  laws  to  be  dul}'^  executed,  a  requisition  for  that  purpose 
has  been  accordingly  issued,  and  copies  of  it  will  be  communi- 
cated for  your  information.  Leaving  it,  therefore,  as  I  ought, 
implicitly  to  the  judgment  of  the  President,  to  chuse  on  such 
evidence  as  he  approved,  the  measures  for  carrying  the  laws  of 
the  Union  into  eliect,  and  feeling  as  I  ought  the  influence  of 
my  Federal  obligations,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  give  a  full  and 
unequivocal  assurance  that  whatever  requisition  he  might 
make,  whatever  duty  he  might  impose  in  pursuance  of  his  con- 
stitutional and  legal  powers,  would,  on  m}'  part,  be  promptly 
undertaken  and  faithfully  discharged.  Actuated  equally  by 
the  regard  due  to  my  immediate  trust,  and  my  desire  to  co- 
operate with/the  plans  of  the  General  Government,  I  liave, 
likewise,  pulolishcd  a  Proclamation,  declaring  (as  far  as  1  can 
declare  them)  the  sentiments  of  the  Government,  announcing 
a  determ,ination  to  punish  the  offenders,  and  exhorting  the 
Citizens  at  large  ttj  pursue  a  peaceable  and  patriotic  conduct. 
I  haveengaged  two  respectable  Citizens  to  act  as  Commission- 
ers, for  addressing  those  who  have  embarked  in  the  present 
combination  upon  the  lawless  nature  and  ruinous  tendency  of 
their  proceeding,  and  for  inculcating  the  necessity  of  an  imme- 
diate return  to  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  their  country,  and 
tl  have  convened  the  Legislature,  in  order  that  those  defects  in 
the  existing  laws  of  the  State  which  obstruct  or  retard  the  use 
of  the  proper  instrument-  for  maiutaining  the  dignity  of  the 
Government,  or  for  corn  )lying  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
President  may  be  amended,  and  that  the  ultimate  means  of 
subduing  the  spirit  of  insurrection,  and  of  restoring  tranquility 
and  order,  may  be  prescribed  (consistently  with  the  jurisdiction 
of  Pennsylvania)  by  your  wisdom  and  authority. 

Having  thus.  Gentlemen,  laid  before  you  the  circumstances 
that  have  attended  the  very  serious  event  which  has  occasioned 
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3-our  present  meeting,  it  cannot,  I  presume,  be  necessary  to 
offer  any  further  arguments  to  engage  you  in  the  indispensable 
task  of  providing,  with  a  prompt,  firm  and  patriotic  policy, 
for  the  maintenance  of  an  issue,  in  which  the  laws  and  exist- 
ence of  our  government  are  critically  involved.  You  will  per- 
ceive from  the  papers,  which  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  de- 
liver, that  every  conciliatory  effort  has  been  made,  as  well  by 
the  general  government  as  by  the  State,  to  convince  the  de- 
luded insurgents  of  their  error,  to  reconcile  them  to  their  duty^ 
and  to  re-establish  the  violated  authority  of  the  laws.  You 
will  be  satisfied  from  the  present  state  of  our  information,  that 
the  judiciary,  authority  of  the  government  is  no  longer  compe- 
tent to  inforce  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Congress  or  to  punish 
the  outrageous  offences  which  have  been  committed  in  the 
course  of  an  opposition  to  them,  and  you  will  feel  under  the 
most  sacred  obligations  of  duty,  under  the  strongest  incen- 
tives of  interest,  the  force  of  the  resulting  alternative,  which 
now  presents  to  our  choice,  a  dereliction  of  our  ofiicial  trust,  or 
the  most  vigorous  exertion  of  our  constitutional  powers. 

But  not  only  as  guardians  of  the  public  welfare  and  of  the 
equal  rights  of  our  constituents,  let  me,  likewise,  call  upon 
you  gentlemen,  let  me  solemnly  call  upon  our  fellow  citizens 
of  every  description,  as  individuals  bearing  testimony  against 
a  lawless  proceeding,  to  exercise  all  the  influence  of  reason 
and  example,  in  counteracting  the  fatal  effects  of  a  spirit,  so 
hostile  to  the  public  order  of  Society  and  to  the  private  hap- 
piness of  man.  There  is  no  member  of  the  community  so  ele- 
vated by  opulence  or  so  depressed  by  poverty,  so  weak  or  so 
feeble  in  the  condition  of  his  mind  or  body,  but  must  feel  his 
dependence  upon  the  benignity  of  the  laws.  For  a  general 
submission  to  the  law  is  the  certain,  though  the  only  medium 
(as  1  have  already  intimated)  by  which  the  public  is  enabled 
to  extend  security  to  property  and  encouragement  to  industry^ 
by  which  it  arms  the  feeble  against  outrage  and  shelters  the 
unfortunate  from  want.  To  violate  this  palladium,  upon  any 
pretext,  is  to  set  an  example  for  violating  it  upon  every  pre- 
text ;  and  to  permit  it,  in  the  first  instance,  with  impunity,  is, 
in  effect,  to  invigorate  every  subsequent  attack.  The  duty  of 
the  government  being  thus  intimately  combined  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  people,  I  anxiously  hope,  that  the  ready  and  ef. 
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fectual  aid  which  the  public  measures  will  receive,  at  this  cri- 
sis, from  the  zeal  and  spirit  of  a  militia,  composed  of  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  freemen,  will  leave  the  enemies  of  Liberty 
hereafter  without  a  pretext,  for  asserting  that  a  standing  army 
is  necessar}'  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


TEE   COMMITTEE    OF    CONFERENCE    TO    THE    U.    S. 
COMMISSIONERS. 


Pittsburgh,  Sept.  2d,  1794. 

Gektleiiex  : — We  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday 
and  after  having  duly  considered  its  contents,  we  are  all  of 
opinion  that  it  is  the  interest  and  duty  of  the  people  of  the 
Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  to  submit  to  the  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
upon  the  principles  and  terms  stated  by  the  commissioners  ; 
and  we  will  heartily  recommend  this  measure  to  them.  We 
are  also  ready  to  enter  into  the  detail  with  you  of  fixing  and 
ascertaining  the  time,  place  and  manner  of  collecting  the  sense 
of  the  people  upon  this  very  momentous  subject. 

Signed  by  the  unanimous  order  of  the  committee. 

JOHN  M'CLELLAND. 

To  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


COL.  JOSIAH  CRAWFORD  TO  GEN.  IIARMAR. 


Chambersburgh,  Sept.  4:th,  1794-. 
Sir: — I  had  the  honorof  receiving  your  orders  of  the  8th  ult., 
on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  the  same  Month.  On  the  receipt  of 
which  1  immediately  began  to  write  &  issue  the  necessary  or- 
ders for  making  the  draught,  but  the  weather  being  very  un- 
favourable, retarded  my  progress  a  little,  and  from  the  manner 
in  which  I  gave  the  Orders,  I  expected  in  a  few  days  to  have 
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received  a  report  of  the  State  of  the  diSerent  Companies  re- 
specting Arms  and  Equipments,  and  in  what  time  they  would 
have  their  respective  quotas  in  readiness  to  March.  But  not- 
withstanding I  have  wrote  since  repeatedly  to  some  of  the 
Captains,  there  is  seven  of  them  who  has  not  made  any  report 
yet;  and  the  Number  returned,  who  are  willing  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  March,  does  not  amount  to  more  than 
29  privates,  and  they  Avithout  Arms  and  Equipments  ;  besides 
the  Company  of  light  Infantry,  in  the  fourth  Regiment,  wlio 
arc  unwilling  to  stand  a  draught,  but  chooses  to  go  voluutar. 
ily  ;  but  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Captain  vrill  resign. 
What  may  be  the  report  that  those  Captains  will  make,  who 
have  not  yet  reported,  is  uncertain;  but  I  believe  that  few 
need  be  expected  from  them  ;  and  I  think  that  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  few  of  those  who  are  returned  as  holding  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  March,  will  March  when  the  Orders  are 
given, 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 

JOII.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigade  laspeclor  of  the  Franklin  County, 
JosiAii  IIarmar,  Esquire,   Adjutant   Gen'l  of  the   Militia  of 
Pennsylvania. 


'i'ilE  WESTERN  COMMISSIONERS  TO  GOVERNOR  MIF- 
FLIN. 


Bedford,  Septem'r  uth,  l"9i. 
Sir  : — We  have  just  arrived  here  from  Pittsburgh  on  our  wa^' 
to  Philadelphia,  and  being  informed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  United  States  that  they  intend  to  send  an  express  from 
hence  to  the  President,  we  embrace  the  opportunity  of  com- 
municating to  your  Excellenc}'  the  amount  of  what  passed 
since  the  date  of  our  last  Letter.  On  Monday,  the  first  instant, 
we  had  a  conversation  with  the  Committee  of  conference  ap- 
pointed b}'  the  standing  committee  at  Brownsville  on  the  20th 
17— Vol.  IV. 
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last  month,  and  found  their  wishes  were  to  have  an  assurance 
that  all  arrearages  of  Excise  should  be  forgiven,  and  to  have 
tlie  time  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  Freemen  upon  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  respective  Commissioners  postponed  until  the 
11th  day  of  October  next.  These  the  committee  were  desired 
to  reduce  to  writing,  which  was  done  that  night  after  they 
withdrew,  and  the  next  morning  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Union  wrote  an  answer,  \Yhich  they  were  pleased  to  show  us 
ibr  our  concurrence  ;  though  the  subject  matter  did  not  relate 
immediately  to  the  State,  it  was  delivered  to  the  committee  cf 
conference,  and  we  met  again  soon  after,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to  the  time,  places  &  manner  of  taking  the  assurances 
of  the  freemen  of  their  future  support  of  the  laws  of  the  Union 
and  of  the  State. 

Having  left  Pittsburgh  on  the  morning  of  the  third  instant, 
we  have  not  had  time  to  copy  these  proceedings,  and  therefore 
for  the  first  part  of  them  must  refer  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
United  States,  the  second  part  has  been  printed,  and  we  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  a  proof  copy  cf  them.  We  deemed  it  to 
be  not  only  unnecessary  but  impolitic  to  remain  any  longer  at 
Pittsburgh,  having  exhausted  all  our  arguments  and  per- 
suasions with  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  four  Western  coun- 
ties of  this  State  as  we  had  any  opportunity  of  seeing. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  we  entertain  a  reasonable  hope  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  People  will  comply  with  the  terms  pro- 
posed, and  be  dutiful  citizens  in  future,  and  that  their  example 
&  influence  will  in  a  few  daj'S  prevail  upon  most  of  the  residents 
as  the  same.  However,  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  there  are 
several  unruly  and  turbulent  spirits  in  almost  every  township 
who  will  require  correction  and  punishment,  and  these  men 
having  little  or  no  property  to  lose  may  probably  create  new 
disturbances.  Should  our  opinion  prove  to  be  well  founded, 
it  is  probable  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  powers  may  be 
sufficient  to  reduce  them  to  submission  and  order  without  mili- 
tary aid. 

In  such  an  intricate  and  uncertain  an  affair  we  cannot  pre- 
sume to  give  any  advice,  and  more  especially  as  the  worst 
will  take  place  before  the  10th  instant,  which  must  direct  future 
measures. 
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Wo  beg  that  want  of  time  may  appologize  fur  our  sending 
you  this  rough  draft,  and  that  you  will  believe  us  to  be  with 
great  attachment  &  regard, 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servants, 

THO.  M'KEAN. 
\VM.  IRVINE. 
His  Excellency  Governor  ]\ii!--FUN'. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  THE  WESTERN  COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 


Philadelpeia,  bill  SepCr,  HOi. 
Gentlemen  :  — It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction,  1  contemplate 
the  prospect  of  restoring  harmony  and  order  in  the  western 
parts  of  Pennsylvania  without  an  appeal  to  arms.  Your 
agency  in  producing  so  desirable  an  accommodatfon  will  yield 
the  most  pleasing  and  honorable  reward,  as  well  from  the  re- 
flection of  3'our  own  minds  as  in  the  approbation  of  our  Fellow 
Citizens. 

I  observe,  however,  with  some  anxiety  your  intention  of  re- 
turning immediately  to  Philadelphia.  The  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  Union,  having  expressed  a  similar  intention, 
the  Secretary  of  State  informs  me  that  they  have  been  requested 
by  the  President  to  remain  at  Pittsburgh  till  the  result  of  the 
meeting  appointed  for  the  14th  instant  is  known.  Permit  me 
to  request  the  same  from  you.  Many  circumstances  may  yet 
occur  to  require  explanation  and  conciliation,  and  it  appears 
to  be  necessary  to  a  final  arrangement  that  both  sets  of  com- 
missioners should  be  on  the  spot  at  the  same  time. 
I  am,  with  the  sincerest 

esteem  and  regard,  Gentlemen, 
Your  Most  obed.  Serv., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Thomas  McKean  &  William  Irvine,  eequires. 
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GEX.  WILKIXS  TO  GEN.  CLE^[EXT  BIDDLE. 


PiTTScL'KGii,  [)(h  SepCr,  1794. 

D'k  Sin: — I  received  your  letter  hy  this  day's  post.  1  wrote 
to  yon  last  post  informing-  you  tlierc  was  no  danger  of  the 
supplies  for  Lebeuf.  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  idea  could 
have  originated.  AVc  have  always  had  a  large  supply  of  pro- 
visions at  Cussawago  &  Fort  Franklin,  &  only  required  a  few 
men  to  escort,  but  could  not  get  tiiem  from  Lebeuf;  &  the  dis- 
turbances in  this  country  excludes  all  ideas  of  drafting  the 
militia  ;  but  since  I  have  rec'd  the  Governor's  permission  to 
embody  the  settlers  at  Cussawago,  there  can  be  no  apprehen- 
sion of  a  failure. 

Wo  were  in  some  hope,  that  the  terms  proposed  by  the  com- 
missioners, would  have  quieted  the  disturbances  here,  but  I  am 
now  confident  we  shall  be  involved  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war.  The  violences  of  the  people  will  not  permit  them  to 
listen  to  the  cool  voice  of  reason — every  person  of  sensibility 
must  feel  the  dreadful  situation  this  country  is  reduced  to, 
from  a  most  improving  &  flourishing  condition.  I  think  we 
are  now  in  a  more  dangerous  situation  than  before  the  as- 
sembling of  the  armed  people  at  Bradock's  field,  I  expect 
nothing  else  but  another  embodying  for  some  dreadfall  purpose. 

You  will  have  to  wait  patiently  for  the  account  you  required 
me  to  send  you,  as  we  are  greatly  engaged  to  take  care  ol 
ourselves. 

Am,  D'r  Sir,  your  Hum.  Serv't, 

.TNO.  WILKIXS,  Jr. 
Col.  Clkment  Biddle,  Philadelphia. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  GOVERXOR  MIFFLIX, 


FiTTSDURGii,  5//i  Sept.  1791-. 
Sir. : — In  these  times  of  suspicion  and  danger,  I  think  it  pro- 
per to  communicate  the  inclosed  as  containing  a  part  of  my 
publ'ck  conduct  as  ah  officer.     I  can  assure  you.  Sir,  that  on 
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this,  and  on  all  former  occasious,  in  which  I  have,  in  like  offi- 
cial capacit}',  endeavored  to  maintain  the  publick  peace,  I 
have  spoken  not  only  the  lang'uage  of  duty  but  of  the  heart. 

The  issue  of  this  business  is  altogether  uncertain,  and  I  can- 
not say  that  it  is  yet  at  all  promising-.  If  confusion  and  war 
should  ensue,  my  presence  in  this  country  may  be  unneces- 
sary, and  my  absence  may  even  be  compelled.  WhetJier  a 
restraint  will  be  laid  upon  me  either  in  going  or  staying,  I 
know  not.  But  I  hope  I  shall  have  your  approbation  in  adopt- 
ing any  measure  that  may  appear  the  most  prudent  and  useful. 

You  will  please  to  consider  this  letter  as  intended  only  for 
your  inspection  or  that  of  Mr.  Dallas.     If  the  publication  of 
the  Charge,*  should  by  you  or  him,  be  thought  proper,  it  may 
be  done  with  as  you  piease. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


COL.  ALEX.  RUSSELL  TO  GEN.  IIARMAK. 


York  Towx,  September  Gth,  1704. 
Sir  : — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  too  great  delay  has  unavoidaby 
taken  place  in  drafting  the  quota  of  Militia,  required  by  your 
Orders  of  the  8th  of  August  last — not  so  much  iroin  backward- 
ness in  the  Militia  of  this  County  to  step  forward  on  the  pre- 
sent important  occasion,  as  from  the  unprepared  State  I  was 
in  to  make  a  draft,  through  the  former  negligence  or  non-com- 
pliance of  some  Regiments  with  the  Militia  Law,  particularly 
with  respect  to  classing  the  Men.  I  have,  however,  been  as- 
siduous in  the  business,  &  fully  expect  the  required  quota  in 
readiness  in  the  course  of  next  Week.  I  have  to  inform  you, 
that  no  dependence  can  be  put  on  any  Arms  or  Equipments  in 
the  County  being  fit  for  service.  1  have  received  from  the 
former  County  Lieutenant,  near  fifty  Musquets,  ail  unfit  for 
service  ;  s  jme  without  Locks,  and  all  without  Bayonets  ;  and 

[*See  page  237] 
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though  1  have  applied  to  the  GuasmiLhs  here,  cannot  get  them 
repaired.  Upon  the  whoh:-,  we  must,  on  the  present  occasion, 
depend  upon  a  supply  of  Arms  and  equipments  of  all  kinds, 
from  Go\'ernment,  for  the  whole  quota.  1  am  fully  convinced, 
Sir,  for  my  own  part,  that,  exclusive  of  the  present  necessity, 
500,  or  1,000,  Stand  of  Arms  &  accoutrements  in  this  County, 
carefully  put  into  the  hands  of  Select  Volunteer  Companies, 
would  give  new  vigour  to  the  Troops,  and  be  a  means  of  a  more 
immediate  and  cheerful!  compliance  with  a  call  in  case  of  any 
emergency.  Indeed,  the  law,  as  it  stands,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
holds  forth  no  encouragement,  but  rather  appears  calculated  to 
have  a  contrar}'  tendency. 
1  am.  Sir, 

your  most  Obed't  humble  Servant, 
A.  RUSSELL,  lirigade  iMpector. 
To  Jo.-^iAH  Hakmak,  Esq'r, 

Adjutant  Gen'i  of  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  IIARMAK. 


PniLADELPIIIA,    S//l    St'pt'}-,    1791. 

Sir: — As  I  think  tiiat  the  honor  of  the  State  is  peculiarly 
interested  ia  manifesting  a  deternnnatiou  to  suppress  by  every 
legitimate  means  the  insurrection  which  exists  in  the  Western 
Counties,  I  have  waited,  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  instructions  that  were  issued,  in  order  to  organ- 
ize a  Body  of  Militia  to  be  employed  in  tliat  service,  agreeably 
to  the  President's  requisition  of  the  7th  ultimo.  It  is  with  the 
utmost  mortification,  therefore,  that  I  now  discover  in  the  re- 
turns which  you  have  communicated  to  me  so  great  an  indis- 
position in  some  of  the  brigades  to  comply  with  that  call,  or 
so  essential  a  defect  of  power  in  the  ofiicers  to  enforce  it  as 
leaves  but  little  hope  that  our  quota  ca!i  be  seasonabl}'  raised 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding. 

Thus  situated,  I  must  either  expose  the  State  to  the  reproach 
and  disgrace  of  an  official  representation,  declaring  the  in- 
capacity or  the  unwillingness  of  its  militia  to  assist  in  restoring 
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the  violated  authority  of  the  laws,  or  I  must  resort  to  the  spirit 
aud  patriotism  of  individuals  to  supply  immediately  by  volun- 
tary enrolments  the  deficiency  of  the  regular  drafts.  Imuressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  occasion,  and  attached  to  the  repu- 
tation as  well  as  to  the  peace  of  our  country,  I  cannot  hesitate 
m  this  alternative  to  prefer  the  latter  measure. 

You  will  be  pleased,  therefore.   Sir,  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch, to  renew,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  your  instructions 
to  the  several  Brigade  Inspectors  under  the  general  orders  of 
the  eighth  ult.,  and  inform  them,  at  the  same  time,  that  for  the 
whole,  or  for  so  much  of  their  respective  quotas  as  cannot  be 
seasonably  supplied  by  regular  drafts,  they  may  admit  and  re- 
turn the  voluntary  enrolments  of  any  well  disposed  citizens 
For  my  own  part,  though  I  lament  the  dreadful  necessity  of  an 
appeal  to  arms,  I  avow  a  readiness  personally  to  engage  in  the 
service  which  our  country  at  this  crisis  requires,  and  shall 
accompany  my  fellow  citizens  to  the  scene  of  duty  with  alacrity 
&   confidence.     Should  even  this  arrangement  fail,   I  invite 
every  patriotic  citizen  to  consider  himself  included   in   t!ie 
requisition,  and  on  the  day  which  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  for  repairing  to  the  rendezvous  I  will  march  with 
those  who  shall  attend. 

It  is  obvious,  indeed,  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  if  our 
Governments  are  worth  preserving,  an  immediate  &  decisive 
exertion  must  be  made.     The  judiciary  department  having 
proved  incompetent  to  discharge  its  functions,  should  the  con- 
ciliatory efforts  of  the  Executive  be,  likewise,  abortive,  we  can 
have  no  other  resource  at  this  period  than  in  the  military 
strength  of  the  Nation.     Let  every  citizen  then  put  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  declare,  whether  anything  has  been  omitted 
which  could  reasonably  be  employed  to  reconcile  the  Insur- 
gents to  their  duty,  and  if  nothing  has  been  omitted,  let  him 
add,  whether  he  is  willing  to  abandon  as  a  prey  to  anarchy,  the 
freedom  and  independence  which  we  have  so  recentlv  rescued 
from  the  hand  of  usurpation  ?     Or  whether,  as  an  alternative 
he  IS  prepared  to  leave  them  to  the  protection  and  support  of 
a  standing  army  ?     A  free  republic  can  only  be  established  by 
the  will  of  the  people  ;  it  can  only  bo  perpetuated  bv  their 
affection  and  attachment. 
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I  sball  submit  these  instructions  to  the  Legislature,  in  whose 

aid  and  countenance  on  the  present  occasion  I  repose  unlimited 

confidence,  but  I  shall  postpone  any  official  communication  to 

the  President,  till  the  efiects  of  my  proposition  are  ascertained. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  JosiAii  IIarmar,  Ej^q.,  Adjat.  Gen.  of  the  ]\Iilitia  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


THE  ADDRESS  OF    THE    SENATE    TO    GOVERNOR 
AIIFFLIN. 


Is  Senate, 
Monday,  September  8,  1794. 

Sir: — While  we  lament  with  sincere  grief  and  mortification, 
the  very  serious  event  that  has  occasioned  the  exercise  of  the 
Executive  authority,  to  convene  the  General  Assembly  upor> 
extraordinary  occasions,  we  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  pa- 
triotic motives  which  have  regulated  your  conduct  at  so  criti- 
cal a  period,  and  on  our  part,  shall  consider  any  private  sacri- 
fice as  amply  compensated,  by  the  opportunity  of  contributing 
to  restore  public  tranquility  and  order. 

The  judicious,  liberal  and  energetic  measures  which  appear 
to  have  been  pursued,  as  well  by  the  General  as  by  the  State 
Government,  will,  we  trust, .produce  the  most  beneficial  effects 
in  convincing  our  deluded  fellow  citizens  in  the  western  parts 
of  the  State,  of  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  return  to  the 
duty  which  they  owe  to  their  country-.  But  however  highly 
■we  approve  and  applaud  the  moderation  that  our  governments 
have  hitherto  manifested,  v.^e  cainot  hesitate  to  declare,  that  if 
the  issue  of  their  conciliatory  propositions  should  be  unpro- 
pitious  to  our  wishes,  we  will  co-operate  with  you  in  the  most 
vigorous  exertions  of  our  constitutional  powers  to  restore  the 
violated  authority  of  the  laws  ;  for  we  are  sensible  Sir,  that, 
unless  that  wholesome  subordination  to  the  laws,  which  con- 
fers on  virtue  its  merito:!  safety,  which  secures  to  industry  its 
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laudable  acquisitions  and  which  shelters  freedom  from  the 
blasts  of  licentiousness,  can  be  introduced  and  preserved,  we 
shall  boast  without  pretext,  of  equal  rights  and  civil  liberty. 

Though  we  cherish  the  pleasing  hope  that  the  present  con- 
cussion will  terminate  in  the  triumph  of  virtue  and  reason,  we 
shall  not,  Sir,  omit  or  suspend  the  necessary  preparatioiis  to 
maintain,  at  all  events,  the  dignity  of  the  Commonwealth.  In 
the  course  of  our  deliberations,  the  various  subjects  of  your 
address  will  receive  a  due  attention,  and  we  indulge  a  perfect 
confidence  that  you  will  on  all  occasions,  emplo}''  your  consti- 
tutional powers  and  personal  influence,  to  establish  the  public 
order  of  the  State,  and  to  advance  the  private  happiness  of 
our  fellow  citizens. 

By  order  of  the  Senate, 

ANTHONY  MORRIS,  Speaker. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


War  DEi'AKTJfENT,  Sept.  9tJi,  1794. 

SiK : — The  last  intelligence  from  the  Western  Counties  of 
this  State,  which  has  been  communicated  to  you,  leaves  the 
issue  of  measures  for  an  amicable  accommodation  so  very 
doubtful,  and  the  season  for  military  operation  is  wearing  away 
so  fast,  that  the  President,  with  great  reluctance,  finds  him- 
self under  a  necessity  of  putting  in  motion,  without  further 
delay,  all  the  militia  which  have  been  called  for. 

I  am,  therefore,  instructed  by  liini  to  request  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  immediately  cause  the  quota  of  this  State  to  as- 
semble. The  general  rendezvous  appointed  by  the  President, 
for  all  those  who  may  not  lie  westward  of  it,  is  Carlisle,  Avhere 
also  the  Jersey  Militia  will  be  ordered  to  repair  without  delay. 
Particular  places  of  rendezvous  for  local  convenience  will  be 
regulated  by  your  Excellenc}'.  I  was  glad  to  understand  from 
3'ou,  in  conversation,  that  Philadelphia,  Reading  and  Lancas- 
ter were  intended,  as  at  these  places  the  United  States  have 
already  contracts.  Will  it  not  be  most  convenient  for  the 
militia  to  bring  with  t'lem  tlieir  own  supplies  iVom  their  own 
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homes  or  neiglibourlioods  to  the  places  of  first  rendezvous  to 
be  compensated  for  them  by  the  public  ? 

The  Superintendent  of  military  Stores,  ^h\  Ilodgdon,  will 
wait  upon  you  to  ascertain  what  proportions  of  tents  and 
camp  equipage  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  different  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, in  order  that  the  Militia  may  bo  accommodated  in 
the  most  convenient  manner. 

I  shall  in  the  course  of  the  day  call  on  your  Excellency  to 
adjust  in  a  personal  conference  anything  further  that  may 
occur. 

The  President,  in  making  this  final  call,  entertains  a  full 
confidence  that  Pennsylvania  will  upon  an  occasion  which  so 
immediately  affects  herself,  as  well  as  the  general  interests, 
display  such  zeal  and  energy  as  shall  maintain  unsullied  her 
character  for  discernment,  love  of  order,  and  true  catriotism. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  the  part  she  shall  act  is  of  pecu- 
liar coi>se(juence  to  the  welfare  and  reputation  of  the  whole 
Union. 

With  tlic  higliest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't  Serv't, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

on  behalf  of  the  Sec'y  of  War. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Miyn.i.v. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  FOR  CONFERENCE  WITH 
THE  MILITIA  OFFICERS. 


Phila,,  Tuesd.w,  September  Qth,  1794. 
The  Governor  deeming  it  proper  upon  this  important  t  ces- 
sion to  call  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia  and  the  other  Counties,  included 
in  the  requisition  of  the  eighth  of  August  last,  to  wit:  The 
Counties  of  Chester,  Delaware,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  North- 
ampton, Berks,  Lancaster,  York,  Dauphin,  Cumbeiland  and 
Franklin,  this  day  instructed  the  adjutant  Gencial  to  issue 
General  ordcrp,  for  calling  the  officers  of  the  City  and  County 
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of  Philadelphia,  and  several  Counties,  to  meet  the  Governor  on 
the  da\'s  and  at  the  places  mentioned  in  the  following  Schedule  : 

1.  Philadelphia,  City  and  County,  10th  September. 

2.  Chester,  Turk's  head,  Monday,  15th  September,  2  o'clock. 

3.  Delaware,  Chester,  Tuesdaj',  16th  September,  2  o'clock. 

4.  Montgomery,    Norristown,    Friday,    lOtli    September,    2 
o'clock. 

5.  Bucks,  Xcwtown,  Saturday,  20l;h  September,  2  o'clock. 
G.  Northampton,   Allentown,    Monda}',    22d    September,    2 

o'clock. 

7.  Berks,  Reading,  Wednesday,  24lh  September,  2  o'clock. 

8.  Lancaster,  Lancaster,  Fridaj',  26th  September,  2  o'clock. 

9.  York,  York,  Monday,  29th  September,  2  o'clock. 

10.  Dauphin,    Harrisburgh,    Wednesday,    1st    October,    2 
o'clock. 

11.  Cumberland,  Carlisle,  Thursday,  2d  October,  2  o'clock. 

12.  Franklin,  Chambersburgh,  Friday,  3d  October,  2  o'clock. 


RESOLVES  OF  OHIO  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA, 


Resolutions  adopted  by  a  meeting  of  delegates  consisting  of 
two  members  duly  elected  from  each  militia  company  in  Ohio 
county,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  held  in  West  Liberty,  on  the 
8th  and  9th  days  of  September,  1794  : 

1.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  we  con- 
ceive the  excise  system  to  be  oppressive  in  its  nature,  and 
hostile  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  particular  to  those  of 
the  Western  country,  and  a  nursery  of  vice;  and  the  funding 
system  a  nursery  to  the  e.^cisc  ;  the  revenue  arising  from 
thence  is  a  nursery  and  support  to  sycophants. 

2.  Besc'lved,  That  a  direct  tax  on  real  property  would  dis- 
courage the  men  of  wealth  from  engrossing  lands  profusel}', 
and  would  afford  the  industrious  men  of  middle  and  low  class 
an  equal  privilege  with  those  of -the  rich — whicli  ought  to  be 
the  true  object  of  a  republican  government. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  draft  a  remonstrance,  praying  tlia  Con- 
gress of  tlie  United  States  of  America  to  repeal  the  Act  for 
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raisiiif;'  a  revenue  from  spirits  distilled  from  the  growth  of  the 
United  States  and  stills  ;  a  land  office  west  of  the  Ohio  river 
be  opened,  and  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  be 
immediatel}'  procured  :  That  William  McKinley,  Archibald 
Woods,  John  Connell,  Piobert  McClurc,  and  Robert  Stephen- 
son, do  prepare  and  draft  the  same. 

4.  Eesolced,  That  we  hold  a  correspondence  with  our  breth- 
ren, in  the  neighbouring  counties  of  Virginia  and  Pennsvlvania 

5.  Iltsolced,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  west 
of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  are  entitled,  not  only  by  nature, 
but  by  treaty,  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  ; 
The  Tardy  and  ineffectual  negociations  pursued  by  govern- 
ment, are  observed  with  concern  and  regret,  as  they  are  uni- 
formly veiled  with  the  most  mysterious  secrecy',  which  is  a 
violation  of  the  political  rights  of  the  citizens  in  general,  as  it 
declares  that  the  people  are  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  important 
facts. 

G.  Beaulced,  That  the  taking  citizens  of  the  United  States 
from  their  respective  counties,  to  be  tried  for  real  or  supposed 
oSences,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  free  citizens,  and  ought 
not  to  be  exercised  by  the  judicial  authorilj'. 

7.  lieaolccd,  That  the  withholding  the  country  west  of  the 
Ohio  river  from  being  settled,  is  repugnant  to  the  true  interest 
of  the  people.  A  generous  laud  office  ought  to  be  opened,  in 
order  that  the  citizens  in  the  Western  countr}^  ma}'  have  an 
equal  privilege  of  procuring  lauds  with  Europeans,  and  those 
of  our  fellow  citizens  whose  situation  is  not  so  remote  from 
the  seat  of  government. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  exorbitant  wages  allowed  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  general  government  ought  to  be  reduced  and  the 
wages  of  the  soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  be  im- 
mediately advanced. 

9.  Resolced,  That  we  are  ready  and  willing  at  the  risk  of 
our  lives  and  property  to  suppoit  just  and  equilable  laws,  to 
den}'  our  confidence  to  those  members  of  government  and 
others  whose  interests  is  diSerent  from  that  of  the  people  at 
large,  and  at  the  same  time  revere  those  members  who  act  from 
true  republican  principles,  such  as  a  Madison,  a  Findley,  &c.. 
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10.  Beauh-td,  That  the  above  h2  printed   in   the   Pittsburg-h 
•Gazette. 

AdjourneJ  until  ti:e  ISth  inst. 
Signed  by  order  of  t!ie  Committee. 

DAVID  CHAMBERS,  Chavman. 
Attest  : 

AuciJiDAi.D  \Voo.')j,  Clerk. 


SPECIAL   MES.SAGE  OF  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  THE 
ASSEMBLY. 


Phil.\j)eli'hi.-v,   10//i  Sept.,  1794. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresentaiives  of  the  General  As- 
semll'j  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Gentlemen: — The  state  of  the  negocialiou  with  tlie  deluded 
inhabitants  of  the  western  counties  rendering  it  ver}'  doubtful 
whether  peace  aiid  order  can  be  restored  without  the  aid  of  a 
military  force,  the  President  has  requested  me  immediately  to 
assemble  the  quota  of  the  militia  of  this  State  destined  for  that 
service.  L'nder  the  circumstances  wtiich  I  have  already  de- 
scribed to  you,  I  cannot  withhold  an  acti\'e  and  personal  in- 
terposition to  prevent  the  disgrace  that  must  attend  the  non- 
compliance with  this  requisition.  I  have,  therefore,  on  the 
principles,  stated  in  m}'  last  message,  exhorted  the  ofiicers  of 
the  militia  of  the  city  and  county  of  Piiiladelphia  to  exert  them- 
selves for  their  own  honor  and  lor  the  sake  of  their  country, 
and  I  purpose  to  call  on  everj''  brigade  included  in  the  requi- 
sition in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  purpose  Be 
assured.  Gentlemen,  our  Fellow  Citizens  will  on  this  occasion 
Jiiaintain  their  character  as  friends  to  law  and  order,  and  to 
ensure  success,  I  have  only  to  repeat  an  earnest  solicitatUKi 
that  our  joint  exertions  may  not  be  defeated  by  a  parsimonioiis 
policy. 

The  necessary  attention  lo  niy  executive  duties  under  the 
President's  requisition  v/iil  probab'3'  require  my  a'bseuce  from 
the  city  for  a  iew  days,  but  I  shall  make  it  a  point  to  return 


272  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

before  imy  objects  of  a  legislative  nature  can  be  matured  for 
my  consideration. 

I  cannot  avoid  taking  this  opportunity  to  express  my  san- 
guine expectation  that  the  continuance  of  a  mutual  confidence 
between  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Departments  of  our 
Government  will  give  energy  to  all  our  measures,  and  convince 
our  Fellow  Citizens  that  while  we  comprehend  the  extent  of 
our  dutie?,  we  are  not  wanting  in  zeal  or  power  to  perform 

them. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


ORDERS  OF  GEN.  IIARMAK. 


Philadelphia,  6Vp^   10,  1794. 
Gexeral  Orders. 

Col.  Clement  Biddle,  the  Quarter  Master  General  of  the  State 
Militia  is  directed  immediately  to  lay  out  an  encampment  for 
the  quota  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  Brigades 
under  the  President's  requisition  of  the  7th  instant,  as  near  to 
the  west  bank  of  the  Schuylkill  as  he  can  find  a  proper  and 
convenient  place.  He  will,  likewise,  forthwith  provide  the 
requisite  supply  of  arms  and  Quarter  Master  Stores,  and  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  furnishing  wagons,  Bat.  Horses, 
and  all  other  supplies  within  his  Department. 

The  Governor  takes  this  opportunity  of  returning  his  most 
cordial  thanks  to  the  oflScers  of  the  brigades  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  prompt  and  unanimous  decla- 
ration of  their  determination  to  support  the  measures  of  gov- 
ernment at  this  crisis.  A  conduct  so  honorable  and  patriotic 
was  to  be  expected  from  their  past,  and  will  ensure  success  to 
their  future  exertions,  in  the  cause  of  their  country.  He  is 
confident,  that  actuated  by  similar  principles,  every  citizen 
.will  be  eager  to  manifest  his  attachment  to  law  and  order,  and 
that  on  Wednesday  next,  agreeably  to  appointment,  the  quota 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  will  rendezvous  at  the 
encampment,  completely  prepared  to  march.  It  is  expected 
that  each  militia  man  will  bring  with  him  a  blanket,  and  if 
convenient,  a  knapsack  and  canteen. 
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The  adjutant  of  the  several  rej^iments  and  iudepcndent  corps 
are  desired  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  adjutant  general  be- 
fore or  on  the  day  of  rendezvous,  the  state  of  their  drafts  or 
voluntary  enrolements  of  their  respective  regirncntr^,  a!:d  of 
their  equipments. 

In  order  to  facilitate  and  expedite  the  public  service,  the  ad- 
jutant general  has  obtained  the  consent  of  tiie  Governor  to  em. 
ploy  major  Recs  as  an  assistant  in  hi?  Department,  of  which 
due  notice  will  be  taken. 

By  order  of  the  Commanderin-Chiel", 

JOSIAII  IIARMAR, 
Adjutant   General  of  the  Mditia  of  Pennsylvinia. 


ORDERS  OF  GEN.  HARMAR. 


Philadelphia,  10th  September,  1794. 
General  Orders. 
The  Governor  requests  that  the  Officers  o(  the  City  and 
County  Brigades  will  meet  him  in  the  Common  Council  Cham- 
ber, at  the  City  Hall,  at  12  o'clock  this  da}',  on  business  of 
great  importance  to  the  honor  of  the  Militia  and  tlie  peace  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

JOSIAE  IIARMAR, 
Adjutant   General  of  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 


ADDRESS    OF    GOV.    MIFFLIN    TO    THE    MILITIA    OF 
PHILADELPniA. 


Wednesday,  September  10,  1791, 
Fellow  Citizens:- - 1  have  convened  you  upon  an  occasion  as 
interesting  as  any  that  has  occurred  since  the  establishment 
of  our  Independence,  or  even  during  the  struggle  to  obtain  it. 
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You  all  know  the  stale  of  the  insurrection  in  the  Western 
Counties.  The  hostile  opposition  to  Government  has  subverted 
the  powers  of  the  Judiciary  Department,  and  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  that  every  conciliatory  efibrt  to  recall  the  insur- 
gents to  a  sense  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country  will 
prove  incfiectual.  I  declare  to  you,  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
that  I  have  been  anxious  by  every  honorable  means  to  avoid 
any  appeal  to  arms,  but  all  the  General  or  State  Government 
can  do  to  restore  peace  upon  other  terms  seem  likely  to  be  in 
vain.  Even  those  wlio  were  employed  by  the  insurgents 
to  confer  with  our  Commissioners,  have  acknowledged  that 
nothing  more  could  be  reasonably  expected  from  Government. 

Under  these  circumstances,  you  are  call<*d  upon  to  determine, 
as  Freeman  and  officers,  what  part  you  will  act.  From  the 
defects  in  the  Militia  System,  or  some  other  unfortunate  cause, 
the  attempts  to  obtain  our  quota  of  Militia  by  regular-  drafts 
have  failed,  and  unless  we  can  supply  the  deficiency  by  volun- 
tarily enlistments,  the  Honor  of  the  Militia  will  be  tarnished, 
and  the  Peace  of  the  Commonwealth  perhaps  irretrivably  de- 
stroyed. • 

Thus  reduced  to  the  embarrassment  of  our  present  unpre- 
pared situation,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  I  consider 
•every  patriotic  citizen  bound  to  lend  an  attentive  assistance 
to  the  measures  of  government;  but  with  respect  to  the  militia 
officers  in  particular,  I  am  impelled  by  the  most  sacred  duty, 
which  a  Magistrate  can  feel,  to  require  an  explicit  and  imme- 
■diate  declaration  of  their  determination  to  act  at  this  crisis  or 
a  resignation  of  their  Commissions  that  others  maybe  appointed 
to  perform  the  indispensable  service  which  our  Country 
demands. 

In  proposing  this  alternative  to  you.  Gentlemen,  I  antici- 
pated a  decision  the  most  honorable  to  yourselves  and  the 
most  beneficial  to  the  State.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself, 
in  that  respect,  with  enquiring  at  what  time  you  will  be  pre- 
pared, with  your  quotas,  to  join  me  in  the  march  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous.  The  President's  request  for  assembling  the 
Militia  of  Pennsylvania,  was  received  yesterday,  and  we  can- 
not indulge  a  moment's  delay  in  complying  with  it,  if  we 
mean  to  rescue  our  Militia  and  our  Government  from  the  dis- 
grace that  tlireatens. 
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You  will  be  pleased,  my  fellow  citizens,  to  favor  me  freely 
and  candidly  with  your  sentiments  on  this  occasion.  AVith  re- 
spect to  my  own  opinion,  it  is  this  :  That  each  officer  should 
endeavour,  either  by  drafts,  or  bj^  voluntary  enrollments,  to 
raise  as  many  men  as  he  can,  before  the  day  fixed  for  their 
parading;  and  that  on  the  day  so  fixed,  they  should  muster 
at  my  tent,  which  shall  be  fixed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
City,  for  the  purpose  of  enrolling  the  Men,  and  instructing  the 
officers  in  the  route.  I  shall  proceed  the  same  way  in  each 
County,  including  the  present  requisition,  till  I  have  completed 
the  stipulated  numbers ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  yet  reach  the 
place  of  rendezvous  in  time  to  prevent  all  hazard  of  discredit 
and  reproach.  ' 

The  arms,  ammuuition,  camp  equipage  and  rations  will  be 
punctually  and  plentifuil}'  provided,  and  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Legislature  will  be  enabled  to  allow  an  ad- 
ditional pay,  or  an  adequate  bounty,  for  the  service  to  which 
the  Militia  are  nou'  called  ;  their  families  will  likewise  be  paid 
a  weekly  reasonable  sum  out  of  that  allowance  from  the  respec- 
tive county  Treasuries. 

Let  us  not.  Gentlemen,  be  perplexed  by  prejudices  or  par- 
tial considerations  unconnected  with  the  subject.  It  is  no  mat- 
ter of  enquiry  at  this  time  whether  any  acts  of  Congress  are 
politic  or  not,  whether  they  ought  to  be  repealed  or  not ;  the 
questions  are  whether  our  governments  are  worth  preserving, 
and  if  so,  whether  we  will  tamely  and  silently  see  them  de- 
stroyed, or  openly  and  firmly  appear  in  support  of  them.  Listen 
to  the  Language  of  the  Insurgents  and  your  spirit  will  rise 
with  indignation, — they  not  only  assert  that  certain  laws  shall 
be  repealed,  let  the  sense  of  the  majority  be  what  it  may,  but 
they  threaten  us  with  the  establishment  of  an  Independent 
Oovernment,  or  a  return  to  the  allegiance  of  Great  Britain. 
Their  cruelty  and  insolence  towards  General  Neville  and  Major 
Lenox,  the  insults  which  they  ofiered  to  the  Commissioners  on 
their  return  from  their  pacific  mission,  (surrounding  their  lodg- 
ings, and  breaking  their  windows,)  and  the  menaces  of  violence 
to  the  family  of  General  Neville,  should  the  Government  j^ro- 
ceed  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  are  circumstances  so 
flagrant,  so  iniquitous,  and  so  dastardly,  that  for  my  own  part 
I  consider  the  conduct  of  the  Tories  during  the  war  to  have 
18— Vol.  IT. 
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been  temperate  and  magnanimous  compared  with  tne  course 
of  the  present  opposition. 

For  the  honor  of  the  militia,  for  tlie  sake  of  our  laws,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Republican  principle,  let  us  then,  Gen- 
tlemen, unite,  and  remember  that  if  we  cannot  reform,  it  is  our 
duty  to  punish  those  who  endeavour  to  plunder  us  of  every 
right  and  privilege  that  is  dear  in  the  estimation  of  freemen. 

It  only  remains  to  repeat  my  propositions.  Are  you  willing 
to  serve  your  country  ;  to  save  your  constitution,  and  to  assist 
in  securing  from  anarchy,  as  j'ou  did  from  despotism,  the  free- 
dom and  independence  of  America  ?  You  will  not  hesitate. 
Then,  Gentlemen,  when  will  your  quotas  be  ready  to  attend  ? 

Your  immediate  decision  is  necessary  to  enable  me  to  regu. 
late  my  tour  through  the  other  Counties. 


:jajor  rees  to  governor  mifflin. 

Philad'a,  lOth  Sept.,  1794. 
Sir  : — Honored  with  an  a*ppointment  I  conceive  to  be  of  im- 
portance, and  solicitious  to  discharge  the  duties  with  advant- 
age to  my  country  and  credit  to  myself,  I  beg  leave  to  ask 
your  opinion  and  orders  on  the  following  subjects,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  arises  from  my  recent  appointment  : 

The  Brigade  Inspector  for  the  first  Brigade,  as  far  as  orders 
have  been  given  by  him,  has  directed  every  Company  to  be 
divided  into  eight  classes,  of  ten  men  each  ;  the  first  ten  are, 
I  presume,  the  first  in  requisition  for  the  western  service,  being 
eighty-three  from  each  Regiment,  officers  included.  Commanded 
by  the  Captain  of  the  first  Company,  Lieutenant  of  the  second, 
and  Ensign  of  the  fourth  Company — so  that  the  five  Regiments 
composing  the  Philad'a  Brigade  will,  with  the  Company  Offi- 
cers included,  furnish 415  men. 

Artillery  Reg't,  10  men  from  each  Company  &  Offi- 
cers included 84 

Three  Troops  of  Horse,  20  men  each,  including  4 
officers 60 

559 
Three  field  officers  and  one  adjutant 4 

563 
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being  4  above  the  requisition  from  the  Citj.  And  as  it  is  pro- 
bable that  all  who  are  noticed  for  duty  may  not  serve,  nor 
furnish  a  substitute,  shall  the  classes  be  completed  by  volun- 
teers, or  shall  the  2d  Class  be  resorted  to  '/  If  from  volunteers, 
are  the  Colonels  and  other  olScers  authorized  to  promise  them 
a  compensation  for  their  services,  and  that  their  service  on  this 
occasion  will  be  considered  as  their  tour  of  duty  anticipated. 
In  order  to  ascertain  the  sufficiency  of  the  order  for  classing, 
would  it  not  be  advisable  that  the  Adju't  General  or  myself 
order  the  several  Classes  of  artillery,  llorse,  Grenadiers,  and 
Infantry,  to  parade  for  inspection  on  Saturday  next,  after 
Avhich  the  number  of  volunteers  necessary  can  be  ascertained 
with  precision  ? 

The  quota  of  the  City  of  Philad'a  being  559  men,  it  is  pre- 
sumed will  assume  the  form  of  a  Regiment,  commanded  by  a 
Colonel  and  two  Majors,  aided  by  an  adjutant ;  but  as  the  Law 
is  not  so  definite,  as  it  might  be,  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  officers,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  whether  I  am  correct 
in  my  opinion,  that  the  Colonel  of  the  1st  Regiment,  first  major 
of  the  2d  Regiment,  and  2d  Major  of  the  fourth  Regiment,  are 
to  be  immediately  warned  for  this  service,  but  as  to  an  adju- 
tant, no  mention  is  made  of  him  for  Detachments  or  Classes. 
It  is,  however,  proper  that  one  should  be  warned  for  duty,  and 
perhaps  the  Colonel  commanding  would  prefer  his  own  adju. 
tant. 

Drummers  and  Fifers  it  will  be  difScult  to  procure,  unless 
handsome  pay  is  offered  ;  you  will,  therefore,  be  good  enough 
to  make  me  acquainted  with  the  Compensation  that  will  be 
made  them,  independent  of  the  Pay  granted  by  law.  A  Regi- 
mental or  State  standard  will  be  requisite,  and  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  well  that  I  were  informed  on  this  subject  also. 

You  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  an  appointment 
not  contemplated  by  Law,  and  as  in  the  execution  I  must  in- 
cur expense  for  my  support,  should  it  be  necessary  for  me  to 
march  with  the  Detachment ;  you  will,  I  hope,  pardon  my 
mentioning  the  necessity  of  some  provision  therefor,  if  there 
be  necessity  for  my  services  in  Camp,  of  which  I  should  wish 
immediate  notice  that  I  may  provide  accordingly.  Is  Wednes- 
day the  day  on  which  the  Detachment  is  to  march  and  encamp, 
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or  only  the  day  on  which  to  have  all  in  readiness  for  your  re^ 
view  and  order. 

1  am  very  respectfully,  Sir, 

TOur  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JAMES  REES, 
Dep^y  Aclfi  General. 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


COL.  FRANCIS   .lOIlNSTON   TO   GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Philad'a,  Sept.  ]Oth,  ITOi. 

giK  : — Anxious  to  evidence  an  attachment  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Union  and  of  the  State  in  which  I  was  born  & 
•educated,  both  of  which  have  been  established  alter  many 
serious  conflicts,  in  my  opinion,  upon  genuine  principles  of 
Republicanism  &.  Free  Representation,  1  am  naturally  lead  by 
vour  Example,  as  expressed  in  your  letter  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, to  offer  my  services  as  a  Volunteer  in  the  old  City  Troop, 
to  assist  in  quelling  the  present  unhappy  Disturbances,  which 
not  only  threaten  the  tranquility  and  good  Order  but  even  the 
Existence  of  the  Union. 

My  Exertions,  it  is  true,  can  be  of  small  moment  in  the 
general  Scale,  but  such  as  I  can  render,  shou'd  you  think  it 
compatible  with  the  Duties  I  owe  the  Public  at  this  time  in 
the  Character  of  Receiver  Gen'l  of  the  Land  OflBce,  you  may 
always  command,  and  with  promptitude  your  Commands  I 
will  endeavor  to  obey. 

I  have,  Sir,  the  Honor  to  be. 

Your  Most  Obedient  &  very  H'ble  Serv't, 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON. 
Thomas  Mifflix,  Governor. 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  PENxX'A  SENATE. 


I.v  Senate, 
Wednesday,  September  10,  1794. 

Whereas,  The  disaffection  of  some  of  the  Brigades  of  the 
City  Militia  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  service  which  they  are 
constitutionally  required  to  perform,  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  communicated  in  the  message  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  10th  instant,  (involving  circumstances  highly 
derogatory  to  the  reputation  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  Commonwealth,)  demands  the  most  serious  attention  of 
the  Legislature  to  the  investigation  of  the  causes  that  have 
produced  such  a  dereliction  of  duty.  Such  enquiries  are  more 
peculiarly  necessary  in  the  present  instance,  considering  the 
object  of  this  armament  is  to  quell  an  insurrection  of  a  deluded 
people  in  our  own  State,  who  have  daringly  avowed  an  open 
resistance  to  the  operation  of  the  laws — and  further  consider- 
ing there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  our  Sister  States,  who  are 
more  remotely  affected  by  the  consequences,  have  with  singu- 
lar alacrity  furnished  their  respective  quotas — therefore,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  on  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  be,  forth- 
with, required  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  all  official 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive,  as  well  as  the  returns 
that  have  been  made  by  the  militia  Ofiacers,  that  have  relation 
to  the  calling  out  the  apportioned  Militia  of  this  State,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  Ignited 
States  dated  the  7th  ultimo. 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

T.  MATLACK, 

Clerk  of  the  Senate. 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Secretary  o^  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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SECRETARY  DALLAS'  REPORT  TO  THE  SENATE. 


Secretary's  Office, 
Phila.,  Seplember  10,  1794. 

In  obedieuce  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  this 
day,  requiring  "the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  forthwith, 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  all  official  acts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Executive,  as  well  as  the  returns  tliat  have  been 
made  b}'  the  militia  officers  that  have  relati(m  to  the  calling 
out  the  apportioned  militia  of  this  State,  in  compliance  with 
the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated 
the  7th  ult.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  respectfully 
reports  : 

That  copies  of  all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
State  executive,  in  relation  to  the  President's  requisition  of 
the  7th  ult.,  were  laid  before  each  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
together  with  the  other  documents  referred  to  in  the  Govern- 
or's address,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  sessions. 

That  besides  the  written  documents,  parol  instructions  were 
repeatedly  given  to  the  Adjutant  General  and  other  militia  offi- 
cer?, for  the  exertion  of  every  lawful  means  to  ensure  a  punc- 
tual compliance  with  the  requisition,  and  it  appears,  that  in 
consequence  of  such  instructions,  the  Adjutant  General  has, 
at  several  times,  renewed  his  applications  to  the  Brigade  In- 
spectors. 

That  the  Inspector  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  Brigade,  has, 
almost  daily,  called  at  the  Secretary's  Office,  with  representa- 
tions of  the  embarrassment  which  he  experienced  in  comply- 
ing with  the  requisition,  and  has  repeatedly  expressed  his 
doubt  of  success,  in  consequence  of  the  defects  in  the  existing 
militia  lavv*. 

That  notwithstanding  the  Governor  issued  his  General  or- 
ders in  compliance  with  the  President's  requisition,  on  the 
verj'  da}'  it  was  received,  and  immediately  forwarded  the  same 
by  expresses  to  the  several  counties,  no  returns  have  been 
made  from  the  Cit}'  of  Philadelphia,  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
the  county  of  York,  the  county  of  Berks,  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin, and  the  county  of  Northampton. 
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That  returns  (copies  of  which  are  herewith  delivered)  have 
been  received  from  the  Brigade  Inspectors  of  the  following 
counties,  to  wit  : 

1.  Return  from  the  count}'  of  Philadelphia,  dated  the  29  day 
of  Aug.,  1T94-,  stating  inconveniences  in  complying  with  the 
requisition,  on  account  of  the  effects  of  the  exoneration  laws 
formerly  past,  and  a  general  disapprobation  of  the  militia  law, 
and  concluding  with  a  declaration,  that  there  is  "very  little 
prospect  of  commanding  the  quota  of  the  county. 

2.  Return  from  the  county  of  Bucks,  dated  the  5th  day  of 
Sept.,  1794,  stating  that  "the  pay  of  the  militia,  so  universally 
objected  to,  that  there  is  no  hope  of  completing  the  quota  of 
the  county  upon  the  present  terms  of  service." 

3.  Return  from  the  county  of  Montgomer}',  dated  the  3d 
Sept.,  1794,  Stating  that  "agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  8th 
of  Aug.,  1794,  for  drafting'332  Militia.  oflScers  included,  the 
said  corps  is  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing." The  first  part  of  this  return,  however,  states  such  dif- 
ficulties, as  greatly  diminish' the  probability  of  success  in  ob- 
taining an  actual  organization  of  the  corps. 

4.  Return  from  the  county  of  Chester,  dated  the  28th  Au- 
gust, 1794,  stating  that  some  officers  have  actually  resigned 
and  others  wish  to  resign,  and  concluding  with  this  remark  : 
"The  west  and  north-west  parts  of  this  county  seem  to  dislike 
the  service  they  are  now  ordered  upon,  and  a  great  number  in 
the  other  quarters  are  people,  who  as  they  sa^-,  are  principled 
against  taking  up  arms  on  any  occasion  ;  so  that  I  believe  un- 
less the  law  is  rigorously  executed,  it  will  be  with  great  diffi- 
culty I  shall  be  able  to  make  up  our  quota  ;  but  be  assured  no 
exertions  shall  be  wanting,  &c." 

5.  Return  from  the  county  Delaware,  dated  the  Gth  Sept., 
]  794,  stating  a  variety  of  difficulties  that  leave  little  hope  of 
procuring  by  regular  drafts  the  quota  of  this  county. 

C.  Return  from  the  county  of  Dauphin,  dated  the  29th  Au- 
gust, 1794,  stating  that  drafts  had  been  made  and  orders  given 
to  hold  the  quota  of  this  County  in  readiness  to  march,  but 
concluding  with  this  remark  :  "  According  to  the  information 
I  have  received,  from  several  parts  of  the  County,  it  appears 
that  the  militia  are  not  willing  to  march  to  quell  the  insurrec- 
tion in  the  western  parts  of   Pennsylvania.     They  say  that 
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they  are  ready  to  march  according  to  the  former  orders  against 
a  foreign  enemj-,  but  not  against  the  Citizens  of  their  own 
State ;  so  that,  from  circumstances,  I  have  great  reasoii  to 
believe  they  will  not  turn  out  on  the  last  call." 

The  Secretary  respectfully  begs  leave  to  add  that  from  a 
variety  of  documents,  not  called  for  by  the  Resolution  of  the 
Senate,  and  which  it  would  require  a  considerable  time  to  col- 
lect, there  appears  to  be  a  general  complaint  of  the  want  of 
arms  throughout  the  State. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretarxj  of  the  Commonwealth. 


ORDERS  OF  GEX.  HARMAR. 


Philadelphi.a,  nth  Sept.,  1794. 
General  Orders. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  having  issued  his  requi- 
s-ition  for  immediately  assembling  the  quota  of  the  militia  of 
this  State,  drafted  in  pursuance  of  the  general  orders  of  the  8th 
ult.,  the  Governor  directs  that  the  Adjutant  General  forthwith 
notify  the  same  to  the  Major  General,  Brigadier  Generals  and 
Brigade  Inspectors  of  the  detachment,  who  will,  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch,  parade  their  respective  quotas  and  march  to 
the  general  rendezvous  at  Carlisle,  iu  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, in  the  following  order  and  route,  to  wit : 

1.  The  quota  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and 
county  of  Montgomery,  to  assemble  at  the  camp  on  the  west 
bank  of  Schuylkill,  near  Philadelphia,  where  the}^  will  be  fur- 
nished with  arms  and  equipments  and  camp  equipage,  and  to 
march  by  the  way  of  Reading  and  Harrisburgh  to  Carlisle. 

2,  The  quota  for  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware  to  as- 
semble at  Downingtown,  where  they  will  be  furnished  with 
arms  and  equipments  and  camp  equipage,  and  to  march  from 
thence  by  the  way  of  Lancaster  and  Harrisburgh,  where  they 
will  join  Brigadier  General  Proctoi's  brigade,  and  proceed  to 
Carlisle. 
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3.  The  quota  for  the  counties  of  Bucks,  Northampton  and 
Berks  to  assemble  at  Reading,  where  they  will  be  lurnished 
with  arms  and  equipments  and  camp  equipage,  and  march  from 
thence  by  way  of  Harrisburgh  to  Carlisle. 

4.  The  quota  of  Dauphin  county  to  assemble  at  Ilarrisburgh, 
there  to  receive  their  arms,  equipments  and  camp  equipage,, 
and  join  Brig.  Gen'l.  Murray's  brigade,  and  proceed  to  Carlisle. 

5.  The  quota  of  Lancaster  county  to  assemble  at  Lancaster, 
there  to  receive  their  arms,  equipments  and  camp  equipage, 
and  to  march  by  way  of  Ilarrisburgh  to  Carlisle. 

6.  The  quota  of  York  county  to  assemble  at  Yorktown, 
there  to  be  furnished  with  arms,  equipments  and  camp  equip- 
age, and  to  proceed  direct  to  Carlisle. 

7.  The  quota  of  Cumberland  and  Franklin  counties  to  assem- 
ble at  Carlisle,  and  there  be  furnished  with  arms,  equipments 
and  camp  equipage.  * 

It  is  expected  that  each  militia  man  will  bring  with  him  a 
blanket,  and  if  convenient,  a  knapsack  and  canteen. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  will  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  furnishing  the  several  quotas  of  the  militia  as  they 
arrive  at  the  places  appointed  for  assembling,  v/ith  arms,  accou- 
trements and  camp  equipage,  and  provide  for  the  supply  of 
wood,  straw  and  forage. 

Each  company  complete  will  be  allowed  one  covered  waggon 
with  four  horses,  which  is  to  carry  their  tents  and  camp  ket- 
tles, but  to  be  incumbered  as  little  as  possible  with  baggage, 
as  every  man  is  to  carry  his  own  pack  ;  and  the  waggons  find- 
ing their  own  forage  and  provisions  for  the  driver  will  be  paid 
by  the  Quarter  Master  General  of  the  State,  at  the  rates  to  be 
established,  and  he  requests  that  they  may  be  engaged  to  con- 
tin?ie  in  service  during  the  expedition. 

By  order  of  the  Governor. 

JOSIAH  HARMAR, 
Adjutant  General  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania. 
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JONA.  WILLIAMS*  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


MouNTPLEASAKT,  Septem' v  11,  1794. 
Sir. : — Not  being  called  upon  in  a  Lino  of  militia  Duty,  &  being 
impressed  with  the  eventful!  Importance  of  the  present  Crisis,  I 
cannot  hesitate  in  making  an  offer  of  my  personal  services  in 
any  way  you  may  think  proper  to  command.  Should  you, 
however,  have  no  particular  occasion  for  my  services,  my  In- 
tention is  to  join,  as  a  private,  one  of  the  Bodys  of  Cavalry. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  Deference  &  Respect, 

Your  most  obed.  &  most  humble  servant, 

JON.  WILLIAMS. 

Gov.   MlFFLIX. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  THE  BRIGADE  INSPECTORS. 


Philadelphia,  11th  September,  1794. 

Sir: — Orders  will  be  delivered  to  you  by ,  for 

summoning  the  officers  of  your  Brigade,  to  meet  mc  at , 

at  o'clock,  on next,  upon  business  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  honor  of  the  Militia,  and  the  peace  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

You  will  pursue  such  directions  as '■ shall  give 

you  for  preventing  any  disappointment  in  the  proposed  meet- 

*  Jonathan  Williams,  was  born  in  Boston,  in  1752.  He  received 
a  good  education,  was  placed  m  a  counting  house,  and  made  several 
commercial  voyages  to  the  West  Indies.  Visiting  France  in  1777,  he 
was  appointed  U.  S.  commercial  agent,  and  in  1785  returned  with  his 
grand-uncle,  Dr.  Franklin,  to  America.  He  was  several  years  a  judge 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Philadelphia ;  appointed  major  of  artiller}-, 
16th  February,  1801;  inspector  of  fortification,  December  4,  1801,  and 
superintendent  of  West  Point  academy;  Lieut.  Col.  engineers,  July 
8,  1802;  Colonel,  February  23,  180S.  Elected  to  Congress  from  Phila- 
delphia, 1814.  Died  in  that  city,  May  16, 1815,  Gen.  Williams  was  the 
author  of  "^leraoir  on  the  use  of  the  Thermometer  in  Navigation," 
1799;  "Elements  of  Fortification,"  (trans.)  1801,  and  "Kosciusko's 
Movement  for  Horse  Artillery,"  1808. 
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ing  ;  as  despatch  is  of  tlie  utmost  consequence  to  the  object 
which  I  have  in  view. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  ObeJ.  Serv. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

To ,  Esq.,  Brigade  Inspector  of  the Brigade. 

[N.  B. — The  above  letter  was  sent  only  to  the  counties  of 
Chester  and  Delaware.] 


SECRETARY    DALLAS    TO    BRIGADE    INSPECTOR    OF 
PIIILADELRHIA. 


SECRET.iRY's  OfFICE, 

Phila.,  12th  SepVr,  1194. 

Sir  : — By  the  Pirst  section  of  the  Militia  act  it  is  declared, 
that  only  such  inhabitants  as  shall  be  of  the  age  of  Eighteen 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  Forty-five  years,  are  to  he  enrolled 
in  the  Militia,  By  the  llth  Section  of  the  Act,  it  is  declared 
that  the  enrolled  inhabitants  of  each  company's  bounds  shall 
elect  a  Captain,  Lieutenant  and  Ensign, 

As,  therefore,  it  appears  from  your  report  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
that  the  majority  in  favor  of  the  Captain,  Lieutenant  and  En- 
sign of  the  Fifth  Company  of  the  Filth  Regiment,  was  pro- 
duced by  the  votes  of  three  persons  who  were  above  the  age 
of  forty-five  year?:,  and  one  person  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years — the  Govertmr  is  of  opinion  that  those  officers  are  not 
duly  elected. 

Should  any  doubt  remain,  however,  you  will  be  please  to  call 
on  the  Attorney  General,  who  will  subjoin  his  opinion  to  this 
letter. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Il'ble.  Serv. 

A,  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 

To  Joseph  Ker,  E:sq.,  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  Militia  of  the 
County  of  Philad'a. 


) 
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EDMUND  RANDOLPH,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  TO 
GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


PlIILADELFIIIA,    Scp^V  12,   1794. 

The  Sccretar}^  of  State,  by  the  instruction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  the  inclosed  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREAS- 
URY, TO  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Tr.E.-isuRY  Department, 

September  2,  1794. 

Sir  : — The  state  of  my  health  since  you  were  pleased  to 
refer  to  me  the  letter  from  Governor  Mifflin,  of  the  22  of  Au- 
gust, has  been  such  as  to  delay  the  necessary  previous  exam- 
ination in  order  to  a  reply,  and  prevents  now  its  being  as  full 
and  particular  as  I  had  wished  it  to  be. 

I  premise  for  greater  clearness,  that  by  official  influence,  I 
understand,  that  influence  which  is  derived  from  official  siiua- 
iion,  whether  exerted  directly  in  the  line  of  Office  or  collater- 
ally and  indirectly  in  other  ways. 

It  will  readily  be  concurred  that  a  spirit  like  that  which  has 
been  stated  to  have  prevailed,  would  frequently  discover  itself 
in  forms  so  plausibly  disguised,  and  with  so  much  duplicity  of 
aspect,  as  not  to  be  capable  of  being  rendered  palpable  by  pre- 
cise specification  and  proof.  It  appeared,  for  example,  among 
other  shapes  in  observations  on  the  exceptionable  nature  of  the 
Laws  tending  to  foment  disatisfaction  with  them — in  recom- 
mendations of  what  has  been  called  legal  or  constitutional  op- 
position, in  a  disrespectfnl  and  disparaging  demeanor  towards 
the  Officers  charged  v^'ith  their  execution,  and  in  severe  strict- 
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ures  on  what  were  denominated  rigorous  and  irregular  pro. 
ceediugs  of  those  Ofiicer.s,  calculated  to  loster  public  contempt 
and  hatred  of  them — in  ambiguous  hints  Susceptible  of  dif- 
ferent interpretations,  but  easily  applied  by  the  passions  of 
those  to  whom  they  were  addressed  to  purposes  of  opposition. 
To  enter  into  an  exhibition  of  these  instances  would  require  a 
long  detail,  an  appeal  to  persons  now  within  the  discontented 
Scene  whose  apprehensions  would  restrain  them  from  becora* 
ing  voluntary  witnesses,  and  would  after  all  be  liable  to  spe- 
cious controversy  about  their  true  import  and  nature. 

I,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  those  instances  of  opposition 
and  discountenance  to  the  Laws  b}''  persons  in  Oface  which 
are  unequivocal. 

Among  those  v.-ho  composed  the  meeting,  noticed  in  my 
report  to  you  of  the  5th  of  August,  referred  to  by  the  Gov- 
ernor in  his  Letter,  which  was  holden  on  the  23  of  August, 
1791,  in  the  County  of  Washington,  were  the  following  public 
Officers  of  Pennsylvania,  viz:  James  Marshall,  Register  and 
Recorder,  David  Bradford,  Deputy  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  State,  Kenry  Taylor  and  James  Edgar,  Associate  Judges, 
Thomas  Crooks,  William  Parker,  Eli  Jenkins  and  Thomas  Sedg- 
wick, Justices  of  the  peace,  and  Peter  Kid  J,  a  Major  of  Militia. 
Among  those  who  composed  the  second  meeting,  noticed  in 
the  same  Report,  which  was  holden  on  the  second  of  Septem- 
ber, 1791,  at  Pittsburgh,  were,  besides  James  Marshall  and 
David  Bradford,  above  mentioned,  the  following  public  Offi- 
cers of  Pennsj'lvania,  viz  :  Edward  Cook  and  Nathaniel 
Braden,  Associo.te  Judges,  Nehemiah  Stokely  and  Thomas 
Moreton,  Colonels  of  Militia,  the  last  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  John  Cannon  and  Albert  Gallatin, 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  since 
a  Justice  of  the  peace. 

Among  those  who  composed  the  third  meeting,  noticed  in 
the  same  Report,  and  which  was  holden  at  Pittsburgh  on  the 
21  of  August,  1792,  were,  besides  John  Cannon,  David  Brac- 
ford,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Marshall  and  Edward  Cook,  befoie 
mentioned,  the  following  public  Officers  of  Pennsylvania,  viz  : 
John  Smilie,  Member  of  the  State  Senate,  Tliomas  Wilson  and 
Samuel  Gedde?,  Colonels  of   Militia,  William   Wallace,  then 
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Sherifi",  now  Colonel  of  Militia,  John  Hamilton,  Sheriff  and 
Colonel  of  Militia,  and  Bazil  Bowel,  Captain  of  Militia. 

It  may  happen  in  some  instances  that  the  OflSces  annexed  to 
particular  names  may  not  have  been  holden  at  the  specified 
times  of  meeting.  But  this  cannot  materially  afi'ect  the  con- 
sequence to  be  drawn,  as  well,  because  it  is  believed,  that  the 
instances  which  may  iiave  boon  omitted  to  be  noticed  arc  very 
few,  as  because  the  conduct  of  the  persons  concerned  has  con- 
tinued in  a  uniform  Tenor  of  opposition. 

The  circumstance  has  been  noted  in  the  cases  in  which  it 
was  known  to  exist.  These  are  of  John  Canon  and  William 
Wallace.  It  is  understood  that  the  former  was  appointed  by 
the  Governor  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  May  last.  The  time  of 
the  appointment  of  the  latter  as  Colonel  of  Militia  is  not  par- 
ticularly know. 

The  evidence  to  which  immediate  reference  may  be  made  of 
the  Agency  of  the  foregoing  persons  at  the  meetings  alluded 
to,  may  be  found  in  the  cotemporary  public  Gazettes  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  Philadelphia,  which  contained  the  proceedings  at 
large  of  those  meetings  with  the  names  of  the  persons  of  whom 
they  were  respectively  composed.  The  Governor  can  be  at  no 
loss  to  obtain  more  legal  evidence  of  the  fact  if  he  desire  it, 
and  of  the  identity  of  the  persons. 

The  following  cases  present  other  instances  of  opposition 
to  the  Laws  by  OflScers  of  Pennsylvania  :  John  Hamilton, 
before  mentioned  Sheriff  of  a  county  and  Colonel  of  Militia, 
is  aflttrmed  by  Jacob  Forwood  and  Robert  Johnson,  Collector 
of  the  Revenue,  to  have  been  one  of  a  party  who  seized  the 
said  Johnson  when  travelling  about  his  duty,  tarred  and  feath- 
ered him. 

Caleb  Mount,  then  a  Captain,  since  a  Major  of  Militia, 
stands  charged  before  Isaac  Meason  and  James  Finley,  Assis- 
tant Judges,  by  information  upon  oath  of  Benjamin  Wells, 
Collector  of  the  Revenue,  and  his  wife,  with  being  of  a  party 
that  broke  into  the  House  of  the  Said  Collector  sometime  in 
April,  1793. 

Andrew  Robb,  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  stands  charged  b}'^ 
infcJVmation  upon  oath  before  Jacob  Beasou,  another  Justice 
of  the  peace,  with  having  offered  a  reward  of  Ten  pounds  for 
killing  the  Excise  man,  meaning  as  was  Tmderstood,  Wells  the 
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Collector.     This  fact  is  stated  on  the  information  of  the  said 
Collector. 

James  M'Furlaiie,  who  commanded  the  Rioters  in  the  second 
attack  upon  the  House  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Revenue,  on  the 
17th  of  July  last,  was  a  Major  of  Militia. 

David  Hamilton,  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  was  the  person  who 
previous  to  that  attack,  went  to  the  House  with  a  summons  to 
surrender. 

AVilliam  Meetkirk,  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  Gabriel  Blakney, 
a  Colonel  of  Militia,  and  Absalom  Beard,  Inspector  of  Bri- 
gade, were  three  of  four  persons  who  went  as  a  Committee 
from  the  Rioters  assembled  at  Braddock's  fields,  on  the 

to  demand  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pittsburgh,  the  es. 
pulsion  of  Kirkpatrick,  Brison  and  Day,  as  friends  to  the 
Laws. 

Edward  Cook,  the  associate  Judge  already  mentioned,  was 
the  Chairman  of  a  Committee  at  the  same  place,  which  ordered 
the  expulsion  of  John  Gibson  and  Prcsly  Neville  for  the  same 
cause. 

Satisfactory  testimony  of  these  several  last  mentioned  facts, 
can  be  had  from  Abraham  Kirkpatrick  and  Presly  Neville,  now 
in  this  City  and  well  known  to  the  Governor. 

The  following  cases  are  instances  of  conduct  in  ofiice,  denot- 
ing an  unfriendly  temper  towards  the  Laws  : 

James  Wells,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  and  an  associate  Judge, 
upon  information  of  an  assault  committed  upon  John  Webster 
Collector  of  the  Revenue,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  in  an 
attempt  to  seize  some  whiskey  illegally  distilled,  told  the  Col- 
lector that  he  had  never 'read  so  worthless  a  Law  as  the  Reve- 
nue Law  of  Congress— that  he  expected  no  person  in  the  Coun- 
try would  have  been  rascal  enough  to  take  a  Commission  un- 
der it,  that  if  the  whiskey  had  been  seized,  he  would  have 
thrown  it  into  the  road,  and  he  was  sorry  the  person  who  made 
the  assault  had  not  knocked  down  the  Collector.  No  measures 
were  taken  to  cause  a  redress  for  the  assauli.  This  statement 
is  made  on  the  informatipn  of  the  said  Webster. 

Jacob  Stewart  and  William  Boyd,  Justices  of  the  peace, 
severally  declined  to  issue  process  against  Jacob  Snyder,  a  dis- 
tiller who  was  charged  before  them,  with  having  threatened 
another  distiller  named  Stoffer,  v/ith  the  burning"  of  his  House 
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or  some  other  injury,  if  he  should  enter  his  still  at  au  Office  of 
Inspection.  This  statement  is  made  on  the  information  of 
Benjamin  Wells,  the  Collector,  who  affirms  to  have  received 
it  from  Stofier. 

Joseph  Huston,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Fayette,  stands  in- 
dicted at  a  Circuit  Court  for  having  refused  or  declined  the 
service  of  "Warrants  and  Subpoenas  issued  by  Isaac  Meason 
and  James  Firiley,  assistant  Judges  of  that  County,  in  the  case 
of  the  Riot  which  was  committed  at  the  House  of  a  Collector 
of  the  Revenue,  in  April,  1793.  This  is  the  same  with  the  in- 
stance mentioned  in  my  Report. 

The  following  is  a  case  of  peculiar  and  rather  of  a  mixed 
complexion,  relating  both  to  conduct  in  office  and  conduct  out 
of  office,  and  including  in  it  a  specimen  of  that  species  of  dis- 
countenance to  tlie  Laws  which  1  have  thought  it  mostadvise- 
able,  as  a  general  rule,  to  forbear  entering  into,  but  which  being 
in  this  instance,  ascertainable  by  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
party  and  by  respectable  testimony  at  hand,  seems  proper  to 
form  an  exception  to  that  rale,  which  may  be  useful,  by  way  of 
example  and  illustration. 

It  is  mentioned  in  my  Report,  that  the  Supervisor  of  the 
Revenue,  in  September,  1792,  was  sent  into  the  refractory 
counties  among  other  things  to  collect  evidence  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  Riot,  in  Faulkner's  case.  When  at  Pitts- 
burgh, he  applied  by  letter  to  Alexander  Addison,  President 
of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas,  who  resided  at  the  Town  of 
Washington,  to  engage  his  assistance,  in  taking  the  Deposi- 
tions of  persons  who  were  named  to  him  by  the  Supervisor  as 
able  to  testify  concerning  infractions  of  the  Laws,  and  in  caus- 
ing some  of  the  best  informed  Witnesses  to  attend  a  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  about  to  be  holden  at  York  Town. 

The  Judge  not  content  with  declining  an  agency  in  the  busi- 
ness, in  his  answer  to  the  application,  digresses  into  a  Censure 
on  the  Judiciary  System  of  tiie  United  States,  which  he  repre- 
sents "as  impracticable,  unless  it  be  intended  to  sacrifice  to  it 
the  essential  principles  of  the  liberty ^oi  the  Citizens  and  the 
J.ust  aulhoriiy  of  the  State  Courts,"  and  afterwards  declares, 
that  v.'ere  it  his  duty  to  do  wkat  was  requested  of  him,  (which, 
however,  he  states  in  a  manner  different  from  what  the  Super- 
visor seems  to  have  intended,)  "he  should  do  it  with  reluct- 
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ance,  because  ho  should  be  seri-ing  a  cause  which  lie  thought  un. 
favourable  toliberhj  and  the  Ju.^t  authority  of  the  State  Courts." 

Without  examiiiing  the  suiSciency  of  the  reasons  "wliich  led 
to  declining  the  agency  proposed  to  him — without  comment- 
ing' upon  the  observations  which  seek  to  derive  a  part  of  the 
tlustification  for  it  from  the  resentment  of  the  people  against 
the  Laws,  and  the  danger  of  losing  their  confidence  by  a  com- 
pliance with  what  was  desired  of  him  ;  topics,  the  propriety 
of  which  in  the  mouth  of  a  Magistrate  might  well  be  con- 
tested— it  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  there  was  a  great  un- 
fitness in  a  Judge  of  Pennsylvania  indulging  himself  with  gra- 
tuitous invectives  against  the  Judiciary  System  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union,  pronouncing  it  to  be  impracticable,  unfa- 
vourable to  liberty  and  to  the  Just  authority  of  the  State 
Courts.  It  is  diiScult  to  perceive,  in  such  a  digression,  the 
evidence  of  a  temper  cordial  to  the  institutions  and  arrange- 
ments of  the  United  States.  The  particulars  of  this  .affair  have 
been  long  since  in  possession  of  the  Governor. 

Judge  Addison  in  a  letter,  an  extract  from  which  was  lately 
transmitted  by  the  Governor  to  you,  acknowledges  in  terms 
that  he  "had  endeavoured  to  inculcate  constitutional  resistance^' 
to  the  particular  Laws  in  question.  Here  is  proof  by  his  own 
confession,  that  the  weight  of  his  influence  was  exerted  against 
those  Laws. 

It  is  not  easy  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  terms 
"  constitutional  resistance."  The  Theory  of  every  constitution 
pre-supposes  as  z  first  principle  that  the  Laws  are  to  he  obeyed. 
There  can  therefore  be  no  such  thing  as  a  "  constitutional  re- 
sistance" to  Laws  constitutionally  enacted. 

The  only  sense  which  I  have  been  able  to  trace  as  that  in- 
tended by  these  terms,  and  the  equivalent  ones,  "  legal  resis. 
tance."  "legal  opposition,"  which  have  been  frequently  used 
by  the  opposers  of  the  Laws,  is  that  everything  should  be  prac- 
ticed to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  Laws  short  of  actual  vio- 
lence or  breach  of  the  peace, — accordingly  that  endeavours 
should  be  used  to  prevent  the  accepting  or  holding  offices 
under  them  by  making  it  matter  of  popular  contempt  and  re- 
proach to  do  30,  and  by  a  humiliating  and  insulting  treatment 
of  those  who  should  accept  or  hold  those  offices  ;  that  non- 
compliances with  the  Laws  by  persons  having  Stills  should  bo 
19— Vol.  IY. 
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countenanced  and  promoted  ;  that  means  of  intimidation, 
guarded  so  as  to  escape  legal  animadversion  should  be  super- 
added, to  discourage  compliances,  to  obstruct  the  establish- 
ment of  offices  of  Inspection,  and  to  deter  from  attempts  to  co- 
erce delinquents  ;  in  fine,  that  every  obstacle  which  was  sup- 
posed not  to  amount  to  an  indictable  offence  should  be  throv/n 
in  the  way  of  the  Laws. 

The  conduct  of  Judge  Addison,  in  particular  instances,  as  it 
has  been  represented,  will  perhaps  allbrd  no  ill  comment  upon 
his  expressions. 

Benjamin  Wells,  Collector,  declares  that  the  said  Judge  then 
attending  a  Session  of  a  Circuit  Court  as  President,  at  a  public 
House,  in  the  presence  of  Isaac  Meason,  an  Assistant  Judge, 
expressed  himself  to  him.  Wells,  in  strong  terms  of  disappro^ 
bation  of  the  Laws  laying  duties  on  Spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  saying  they  were  * '  unjust  and  unequitable  ;  that 
the  money  to  be  raised  was  imnecessary,  and  that  there  was 
no  use  for  it;"  and  afterwards  at  the  same  place,  and  during 
the  same  Session  of  the  Circuit  Court,  sitting  at  dinner  with  a 
mixed  company,  spoke  in  terms  of  contempt  of  the  Offices  of  the 
Inspector  and  Collectors  of  the  Revenue,  and  of  disrespect  to- 
wards the  Officers  themselves.  At  the  next  term  of  the  Court, 
Wells  went  to  the  same  Tavern,  but  was  informed  by  the  Tavern 
Keeper  and  his  Wife  that  he  could  not  be  received  there,  assign- 
ing for  reason  that  Judge  Addison  had  declared  that  if  they 
took  him  in  again  he  would  leave  the  House. 

Mr.  Stokely,  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  for 
Washington,  States  that  Judge  Addison  wrote  a  letter  or  let- 
ters in  opposition  to  his  election  to  the  Legislature,  and  among 
other  objections  to  him  mentioned  his  having  applied  for  or 
having  had  an  intention  to  obtain  an  office  in  the  Excise. 

General  NeVill,  Inspector  of  the  Revenue,  mentions  a  cir- 
cumstance of  a  light  but  of  an  unequivocal  nature  to  evince 
the  prejudices  against  the  Revenue  Officers  which  were  mani- 
fested by  Judge  Addison,  even  from  the  Bench.  It  seems 
that  it  was  a  practice,  not  unfrequent  for  the  Judges  when  sit- 
ting in  Court  to  invite  within  the  bar  such  persons  who  came 
into  the  Hall  as  they  deemed  of  respectability.  Judge  Addi- 
son, as  General  Neville  affirms,  repeatedly,  since  the  time  of 
the  meeting  at  Pittsburgh,  in  August,  1792,  has  given  such  in- 
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vitations  openly  from  the  Bench  to  those  who  were  supposed 
to  be  of  that  description  within  vievv',  omittinj^  a  similar  call 
or  invitation  to  that  officer  though  present.  He  adds  that  his 
own  son,  Colonel  Nevill,  standing  by  his  side  in  conversation 
with  him,  has  been  thus  invited,  while  the  like  attention  was 
withheld  from  him  in  a  manner  too  marked  to  leave  any  doubt 
of  the  motive. 

As  the  call  of  the  Governor  is  for  particular  cases,  I  torbear 
to  adduce  confirmations  of  the  prevailing  Spirit  of  the  Officers 
alluded  to  from  their  extensive  non-compliance  with  the  Laws 
in  their  capacity  of  distillers,  and  from  the  neglect  to  bring  to 
Justice  offenders  against  them  who  were  at  the  same  time 
breakers  of  the  Peace  of  Pennsylvania.     I  observe,  indeed,  on 

,this  point  the  Governor  entertains  a  different  impression  from 
that  which  I  have,  but  after  the  most  diligent  enquiry,  I  am 
not  able  to  discover  a  Single  case  of  the  punishment  of  any 
such  Offender.  There  were  indeed  indictments  found  against 
persons  supposed  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  violence  upon 
the  maniac  Wilson,  and  against  others  supposed  to  have  been 

'  concerned  in  an  assault  upon  one  John  Conner,  an  old  man, 
who  had  been  unknowingly  the  bearer  of  the  Letters  contain- 
ing processes  which  were  sent  by  the  Deputy  Marshall  gs  stated 
in  my  Reports,  but  it  is  not  understood  that  any  of  these  were 
prosecuted  to  Judgment.  The  only  cases  known  of  actual 
punishment  are  of  persons  concerned  in  forcibly  carrj'ing  off 
certain  Witnesses  in  the  case  of  Wilson  ;  but  this  was  on  a 
Collateral  point,  and  the  cases  of  indictment  respecting  trans- 
actions where  humanity  liad  been  too  much  outraged  to  leave  an 
option,  and  where  even  punishment  might  have  been  inflicted 
upon  Ground  distinct  from  that  of  suppressing  opposition  to 
the  Laws. 

I  Can  learn  no  instance  of  the  conviction  and  punishment  of 
any  person  for  a  violence  committed  upon  Officers  or  private 
Citizens  clearly  on  account  of  their  agency  under  or  friendly 
disposition  towards  the  Laws,  which  is  the  more  remarkable, 
as  the  Rioters  in  Faulkener's  case  are  asserted  to  have  passed 
in  open  day  through  the  Town  of  Washington,  to  have  parleyed 
there  with  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  and  to  have  been  after- 
wards entertained  at  two  or  three  Houses. 
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1  have  contented  myself,  in  the  lirst  instance,  witli  indicating- 
particular  cases,  and  the  sources  of  information  without  a  for- 
mal exhibition  of  the  evidence,  because  I  could  not  foresee 
what  cases  in  the  view  of  the  Governor  would  be  proper  for 
that  animadversion  which  he  seerns  to  contemplate,  because 
considerable  delay  would  have  attended  the  collection  of  formal 
evidence  in  all  the  cases,  and  because  in  many  of  them  the 
evidence  is  as  accessible  to  the  Governor  as  to  myself,  but  1 
stand  ready  to  afford  the  aid  of  this  Department  in  bringing 
forward  testimony  in  any  Cases  in  which  the  Governor  may 
specifically  desire  it. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  President  of  The  United  States. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  MAJOR  REE.-^. 


Secretary's  Office. 
Phila.,  I2lh  Sept'r,  lld-k 
•Sir  : — Tlie  Governor  directs  me  to  give  the  following  answer 
to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  10  inst. : 

1.  As  dispatch  is  essential  to  the  present  service,  in  case 
any  persons  noticed  for  duty  from  the  first  class,  should  not 
serve  or  furnish  a  substitute,  you  will  elect  the  most  expe- 
ditious mode  of  supplying  the  deficiency,  either  by  drafts  from 
the  second  class,  or  by  volunteers.  Both  measures  ma}',  per- 
haps, be  advantageously  pursued  at  the  same  time. 

2.  The  Governor  cannot  authorize,  at  present,  the  promise 
of  an  extraordinary  compensation  for  the  services  of  volunteers, 
but  a  bill  is  now  depending  before  the  Legislature  which,  it  is 
thought,  will  pass  into  a  law,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  pro- 
viding ibr  that  measure  ;  and  it  will,  probably,  make  a  distinc- 
tion in  the  pay  and  bounty,  whether  the  Militia  attend  by  drafts 
or  voluntary  enrolments. 

3.  The  Governor  is  of  opinion,  that  the  field  officers  should 
serve  in  the  same  rotation  that  is  prescribed  by  the  law  in  the 
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case  of  Companies  ;  and  you  will  please  to  notify  them  accord- 
ingly. 

4.  The  Drummers  and  Filers  will  be  allowed,  independent  of 
their  pay,  a  reasonable  compensation  out  of  any  contingent 
fund  that  may  bo  appropriated  for  the  present  service  ;  and 
the  necessary  standards  will  be  provided  by  the  Q.  M.  Gen. 

5.  The  compensation  for  your  services  will  be  regularly 
allowed,  as  an  unavoidable  contingent  expense  ;  and  you  will 
be  pleased  to  consult  the  adjutant  general  upon  the  necessity 
of  your  attendance  at  camp. 

G.  Wednesday  is  the  day  intended  for  a  general  muster  of 
the  quotas  of  the  City  &  County  Brigades ;  but  it  is  ex- 
pected that  they  will  be  ready  immediately  alterwards  to  take 
up  the  line  of  march,  agreeably  to  the  General  Orders  upon 
that  subject. 

You  will  be  pleased.  Sir,  to  provide  a  proper  book  for  enter- 
ing the  voluntary  enrollments,  with  a  heading  declaratory  of 
an  engagement  to  serve  for  the  same  time  &  upon  the  same 
terms,  as  in  the  case  of  those  who  shall  muster  in  pursuance 
of  regular  drafts. 

It  will  be  proper,  likewise,  from  time  to  time,  to  notify  in 
writing  to  the  Maj.  Generals,  Brig.  Generals, '&  Brigade  Inspec- 
tors, all  General  Orders  that  shall  be  issued. 
1  am,  Sir, 

Y'r  most  obed't, 

A.   J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  Mr.  J.uiES  Rees,  Acting  Dep.  Adj.  Gen'l. 


GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN  TO  PRESIDENT    WASHINGTON. 


PiiiLADELrniA,  I2th  SepVr,  1794. 
Sir: — The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  behalf  of  the  Secre- 
tary at  war,  has  communicated  to  me  your  request  that  I  would 
immediately  cause  the  quota  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  be 
assembled,  Ibr  the  purpose  expressed  in  3'our  requisition  of 
tlie  seventh  ultimo. 
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It  is  only  necessary  to  assure  j'ou,  that  I  shall  comply  with 
the  utmost  dispatch  and  alacrity. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed  Il'ble  Serv't, 

THO^fAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States, 


EXTRACT     OF     LETTER     ENCLOSED    TO     GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  12th  Sept.,  1794. 
The  present  disturbances  in  this  country  have  a  good  deal 
subsided,  but  are  yet  far  from  having  lost  their  original  spirit. 
Yesterda}'  the  people  of  the  different  counties  were  to  meet  in 
district  and  townships  to  sign  the  submission  to  the  laws.  At 
this  district  it  was  conducted  and  ended  with  great  modera- 
tion— the  people  almost  all  signed  the  submission  ;  but  in  the 
other  districts  of  this  county,  I  am  afraid,  ithasnot  terminated 
so  favorably.  In  one  district,  the  two  parties,  one  for  peace, 
the  other  for  war,  separated,  wlien  the  war  part}'  appeared  the 
most  numerous,  and  the  peace  party  were  intimidated  from 
signing.  Almost  all  the  leaders  in  exciting  the  present  dis- 
turbances are  now  for  peace  and  a  submission  to  the  laws,  but 
they  have  no  longer  influence  when  they  become  peaceable 
citizens,  which  establishes  a  melancholy  truth,  that  men  can 
raise  an  insurrection  when  they  cannot  conduct  it. 


MAJOR  JOHN  SMITH  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 


Philad'a.,  Sept.  }'6th  1794. 
SiF. : — I  herewith  inclose,  for  your  acceptance,  my  Commis- 
sion ;  in  doing  this,  I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  myself,  as  well  as 
those  who  give  mo  the  appointment,  to  state  my  reasons. 
"When  I  accepted  of  this  post,  I  considered  myself  bound  to 
execute  the  duties  thereof  with  fidelity  and  punctuality.  Hav- 
ing received  orders  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  JSIarch  with 
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my  fellow  Citizens,  for  tlie  purpose  of  securing  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  ray  country,  I  accordingly,  at  some  expense,  pre- 
pared myself  for  the  expedition,  with  a  full  determination  of 
faithfully  discharging  the  trust  committed  to  me.  I  have,  how- 
ever, been  frustrated  in  this  design  by  hearing  that  there  are 
a  variety  of  reports,  injurious  to  my  Character,  circulating 
thro'  the  City  respeckting  the  Western  disturbances;  that  in 
consequence  of  those  reports,  some  of  my  fellow  Citizens,  who 
are  to  march  on  this  occation,  have  expressed  an  unwilling- 
ness to  serve  under  me.  With  regard  to  my  opinion  of  the 
excise  Law,  which  I  have  no  doubt,  has  given  birth  to  those 
reports,  I  have  never  yet  concealed  it ;  but  odious  as  this  sys- 
tem of  taxation  is  to  me,  I  do  not  advocate  an  unconstitutional 
opposition  to  any  existing  Law  of  my  country.  And  it  is,  & 
has  been  my  opinion,  with  respect  to  the  present  disturbances, 
that  after  Pacific  means  have  been  found  ineffectual  to  re-claim 
the  People,  coersive  Measures  on  tlie  part  of  Government 
should  take  place. 

Thus  Circumstanced,  you  will  readily  perceive  the  Propriety 
of  my  resignation  at  this  time,  as  it  is  essentially  necessary 
in  Miletary  expeditions  that  all  ofiicers  should  posses  the  Con- 
fidence of  their  fellow  Soldiers. 

JOHN  SMITH. 

The  Governcu'  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


DECLARATIONS  OF  DAVID  BRADFORD  AND  OTHERS. 


We  the  subscribers,  members  of  the  committee  who  met  at 
Parkinson's  Ferry  on  the  14th  August  last,  and  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  different  townships  in  Washington  county,  met 
this  loth  day  of  September,  ITW,  do  find  ourselves  under 
great  embarrassment  to  express  our  sentiments  and  opinions, 
whether  there  be  such  a  general  submission  of  the  people  as 
that  an  office  of  inspection  may  be  immediately  and  safely  es- 
tablished in  this  county  ;  yet  we  are  free  to  declare  tliat  no  op- 
position shall  arise  from  us,  the  undersigned,  to  the  excise 
aw  or  to  any  olhcer  appointed  under  it,  and  we  believe  and 
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are  of  opinion  that  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
respective  townships  in  this  county  will  acquiesce  and  submit 
to  the  said  law,  under  a  hope  and  firm  belief  that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  will  repeal  said  law. 

Given  our  hands,  at  Washington  court  house,  the  13th  of 
September,  IT 01. 

DAVID  BRADFORD  and  27  others. 


We,  the  subscribers,  judges  of  a  general  election,  held  in 
the  several  townships  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  certain  assurances  required  of  the  citi- 
zens by  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and 
agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  delegates,  having  met  this  day 
and  taken  into  consideration  the  returns  from  said  townships,, 
(true  copies  of  which  have  been  returned  to  one  of  the  com- 
missioners,) and  finding  that  some  gave  only  general  assur- 
ances of  their  submission  and  disposition  for  peace,  without 
individually  signing  the  same,  and  others,  in  numbers  accord- 
ing to  the  returns  by  them  respectively  made,  do  certify,  that, 
in  our  opinion,  as  ill-disposed  lawless  persons  could  suddenly 
assemble  and  ofi'er  violence,  it  would  not  be  safe  in  immedi- 
ately establishing  an  office  of  inspection  therein. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  court  house  in  Greensburg, 
this  13th  day  of  September,  1794. 

JAMES  McLEAN,  JOIIX  DEXXISTON, 

EBEXEZER  BRADY,  CIlRISTOPnER  FIXLEY, 

CLEMEXTS  BURLEIGH,     JOIIX  KIRKPATRICK, 
HUGH  MARTIX,  JOHN  YOUXG, 

JAMES  CALDWELL,  JOHN  FIXDLEY, 

JAMES  IRWIN,  JEREMIAH  MURRAY, 

JAMES  BRADY,  GEORGE  AMEXT. 

JOHN  ANDERSON, 


UxioxTO-ivx,  September  16,  179i. 
We,  the  subscribers,  having,  according  to  resolutions  of  the 
committee  of  townships  for  the  county  of  Faj'ette,  acted  as 
judges  on  the  11th  instant,  at  the  meetings  of  the  people  of 
the  said  county,  respectively  convened  at  the  places  in  the 
first,  second  and  third  election  districts,  where  the  general  elec- 
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tioRs  are  usually  held,  (no  judge  or  member  of  tlie  committee 
attending  from  the  fourth  and  last  district,  which  consists  of 
the  townships  of  Tyrone  and  Bullskin,)  do  hereby  certify  that 
five  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  people  thus  convened  on  the  day 
aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  declare  their  determination  to 
submit  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  manner  expressed 
by  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Union,  in  their  letter 
dated  the  22d  day  of  August  last ;  the  total  number  of  those 
who  attended  on  that  occasion  being  only  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  that  is  to  say,  something  less  than  one-third  of  the 
number  of  citizens  of  the  said  three  districts.  And  we  do 
further  certify,  that  from  our  previous  knowledge  of  the  dis" 
position  of  the  general  body  of  the  people,  and  from  the  anxiety 
since  discovered  b}''  many,  (who,  either  from  not  having  had 
notice,  or  from  not  having  understood  the  importance  of  the 
question  did  not  attend.)  To  give  similar  assurances  of  submis- 
sion, we  are  of  opinion  that  the  great  majority  of  those  citizens 
who  did  not  attend  are  disposed  to  behave  peaceably,  and  with 
due  submission  to  the  laws. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN,  JOHN  JACKSON, 

WILLIAM  ROBERTS,  ANDREW  RABB, 

GEORGE  DIEUTH,  THOMAS  PATTERSON. 

JAMES  WHITE, 


MINUTES   OF   THE   MEETING   OF    CHESTER  COUNTY 
BRIGADE  MAJORS. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Majors  of  the  Clicster  County  Brigade 
on  the  15th  day  of  Sept.,  179-1,  it  was  determined  by  ballot 
that  Major  Shippen  &  Major  Hughes,  should  be  the  Marching 
Majors  against  the  Western  insurgents  for  the  Reg't  to  be 
raised  in  Chester  County. 

Major  Shippen,  having 9  votes^ 

Major  Hughes 5  votes. 

GEORGE  CORNEY,  DaVID    COCHRAM, 

JAMES  BELL,  JNO.  HUGHES, 

R.  FRASER,  JOHN  SHIPPEN,       ' 

ROB'T   ARMSTRONG,  JAMES  BONES, 

JACOB  IIUAIPIIREYS, 
Frcsidenl  of  Meeting. 
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LETTER   TO    THE   GOVERNOR  ON   THE    FEELING    AT 
CARLISLE. 


Carlisle,  \5lh  Sept.,  nOi. 

Sir: — In  the  liight  of  the  eighth  instant,  a  pole  was  erected 
in  the  public  square  of  town  with  "Liheriy  and  no  excise,  0. 
IMdskey,"  inscribed  thereon.  On  the  morning  following  a 
few  of  the  friends  to  good  government,  met  and  cut  it  down, 
which  caused  a  great  agitation  ;  And  runners  were  dispatched 
in  every  direction  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  country  people, 
and  persuade  them  to  assist  in  putting  up  a  second  pole. 

On  Thursda}^  in  the  afternoon,  a  number,  perhaps  two  hun- 
dred, of  the  people  from  the  country  came  in,  some  with  fire- 
arms, and  erected  a  much  larger  pole,  with  ' '  Liberty  and  equal- 
ity^' theroon  ;  ver}'  few  men  of  property  appeared  among  them. 
Our  treasurer  was  a  very  busybody  in  this  business,  making 
use  of  all  his  small  abilities  to  increase  the  flame,  and  threw 
out  money  to  the  insurgents  to  procure  whiskey  ;  he  is  now  at 
Philadelphia,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  pretend  to  be, in  favor 
of  government. 

The  people  who  appeared  on  Thursday  seemed  to  shun  the 
conversation  of  any  person  who  they  thought  was  opposed  to 
their  proceeding,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  say  but  little 
to  them,  as  we  could  not  tell  how  far  the  inflamation  had  spread 
through  the  country.  A  guard  has  patroled  the  streets  every 
night  since,  to  take  care  of  the  pole,  or  to  prevent  the  peace- 
able inhabitants  from  sleeping  by  the  firing  of  guns  and  other 
noise,  which  has  been  hard  to  bear  ;  and  persons  in  pursuit  of 
their  business  have  been  stopped  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
and  money  extorted  from  them  to  procure  whiskey. 

On  Thursday  evening,  as  Col.  Blane  was  conducting  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Lyon,  out  of  town,  three  of  those  desperadoes 
fired  their  guns  at  him  and  pursued  him  two  miles,  firing  sev- 
eral shots  at  him  as  they  ran.  Happily  i>o  injury  was  done, 
except  the  lad}-  being  very  much  frightened.  Several  farmers, 
who  have  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  their  proceedings, 
have  been  threatened  with  destruction  of  propert}-. 

Perhaps  the  government  may  from  the  accounts  it  may  re- 
ceive of  the  situation  of  this  country,  think  proper  to    order 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  301 

out  a  detacliinent  of  troops  now  in  readiness  to  take  post  at 

this  place  ;  it  mig'ht  have  a  good  tendency  in  spiriting  up  the 

young  people  to  turn   out  as  volunteers  ;  every  artifice  has 

been  used  to  prevent  the  militia  of  this  county  from  turning 

out  on  this  service,  and  even  threats  have  been  thrown   out 

against  those  wl)o  shew  an  inclination  to  go, 

*     *     *     * 


11.  II.  13RACKENRIDGE  TO  TENCH  COXE. 


PiTTSDUKcn,  Sept.  \bth,  1794. 

Sib  : — Suppressing  your  name,  I  have  just  given  your  letter 
to  the  printer  ol"  the  Gazette,  of  this  place,  conceiving  that  it 
will  be  of  service  in  composing  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  country. 

It  is  an  elegant  and  sensible  essay,  but  would  be  entirely 
lost  upon  me,  as  inculcating  sentiments  with  which  I  have  no 
need  to  be  more  impressed  than  I  am. 

In  some  expressions  I  had  used  iu  my  letter,  you  have  un- 
derstood me  as  speaking  of  the  excise  law.  Review  it,  and 
you  will  find  it  was  of  the  funding  system  in  general.  Of  that 
system,  I  have  been  an  adversary  from  the  commencement,  in 
all  its  principles  and  effects.  At  the  sam.o  time,  I  have  never 
charged  the  Secretary,  who  was  said  to  be  the  author  of  it, 
with  anything  more  than  an  error  in  judgment.  A  scale  ought 
to  have  been  applied  to  certificates  in  the  market  and  redeemed 
at  that  rate.  The  case  of  the  Continental  money  was  an  ex- 
ample. I  would  refer  you  to  a  famous  letter  of  John  Adams  to 
the  Count  De  Vergeuncs,  containing  reasonings  in  the  case  of 
the  Continental  money,  that  would  equally  have  applied  in  the 
case  of  certificates.  But  at  all  events,  the  assumption  of  the 
State  debts  was  unnecessary  and  impolitic. 

AVere  it  possible  that  we  could  be  freed  from  this  system  by 
a  revolution  without  greater  mischief,  it  is  possible  I  might  be 
brought  to  think  of  it.  But  that  is  impossible.  The  remedy 
v.'ould  be  worse  than  the  mdady ;  hon'-'st  creditors  would  suf- 
fer, and  we  should  lose  the  advantages  of  a  general  union  of 


302  PAPERS  Ei:LATlNa  TO  THE 

t'le  States.     Tlicse  advantag-cs  are  iminence,  and  far  out'.veigh 
all  other  considerations. 

Tliough  in  a  country  of  insurgency',  you  see  I  write  freely, 
because  I  am  not  tlie  most  distantly  involved  in  the  insurrec- 
tion, but  reserve  the  credit  of  contributing  to  disorganize  and 
reduce  it. 

From  paragraphfi  in  the  paper?,  I  find  it  is  otherwise  under- 
stood with  3'ou,  but  time  will  explain  all  things. 

The  arrival  of  commissioners  from  the  government  was  an- 
nounced to  the  delegates  of  the  14th  at  Parkinson's  Ferry, 
when  actually  convened,  and  superseded  what  was  contem- 
plated, the  sending  commissioners  from  hence. 

You  will  have  heard  the  result.  By  the  measures,  taken  the 
spirit  of  tlie  insurrection  was  broken.  The  government  has 
now  nothing  to  fear.  The  militia  may  advance,  but  will  meet 
with  nothing  considerable  to  oppose  them,  but  had  it  not  been 
for  the  pacific  measure  on  the  part  of  the  President,  and  in  in- 
ternal arrangements  made  by  the  friends  of  order  here,  which 
I  cannot  in  a  few  words  develope,  aflairs  would  have  worn  a 
different  aspect,  and  the  standard  of  the  insurrection  would 
have  been  by  this  time  in  the  neighborhood  of  Carlisle  ;  but  I 
hope  that  thisv/ill  always  remain  matter  of  opinion,  and  have 
no  experiment  in  the  like  case  to  ascertain  the  event. 

My  writing  to  you  at  first  was  owing  to  my  having  received 
a  letter  from  you  on  an  indiflerent  subject,  and  it  struck  me 
that  through  you  government  might  receive  information  that 
might  be  useful,  and  if  published,  which  was  left  to  your  dis. 
cretion,  it  might  operate  as  an  apology  for  the  government 
with  the  people  in  adopting  pacific  measures,  representing  in 
strong  terms  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  danger,  for  it 
was  not  the  force  of  this  countrj'-  that  I  had  in  view,  but  the 
communicability  to  other  parts  of  the  Union,  the  like  inflam- 
mable causes  of  discontent  existing  elsewhere.  1  am  told  mj* 
letter  has  been  considered  as  intending  to  intimidate  the  gov- 
ernment, and  gain  time  until  the  insurrection  should  gain 
strength. 

It  might  have  been  with  that  view,  but  that  it  was  not  so, 
will  be  proved  b^'  my  conduct  and  sentiments  here.  Ko,  from 
the  tenor  of  my  life,  I  expect  and  demand  to  be  considered  as 
the  advocate  of  liberty,  a  greater  injury  to  which  could  not  be 
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than  by  the  most  distant  means  endangering  the  existence  or 
infringing  the  strncture  of  the  noblest  monument  which  it 
<;ver  had  or  erer  will  have  in  the  world — the  United  States  of 
America. 

You  will  do  me  the  justice  to  communicate  this  letter  to  tho 
■same  extent  with  the  first. 

I  hav.e  farther  to  observe  that  I  am  in  the  meantime  not 
without  apprehension  for  tho  town  of  Pittsburgh.  The  moment 
•of  danger  will  be  on  the  advance  of  the  militia,  if  the  insur- 
gents should  enibody  to  meet  them,  they  will  in  the  first  iu- 
fitanco  probably  turn  round  and  give  a  stroke  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  arms  and  ammunition,  and  if  resisted,  and 
perhaps  whether  or  not,  \^ill  plunder  the  stores  and  set  on  fire 
all  or  some  of  the  buildings. 

Y'ours,  with  respect, 

n.  11.  BRACKENRIDGE. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  within,  which  was  two  or  three  days 
ago,  apprehension  of  danger,  with  ourselves  or  opposition  of 
force,  considerably  vanishes  or  diminishes. 

I  have  received  your  publications  They  are  ingenious  and 
useful.  At  present  our  papers  are  filled  with  our  political 
affairs.     In  due  time  they  will  be  inserted. 

As  an  instance  of  order  gaining  ground,  I  am  just  iQfora.:!d 
from  the  town  of  Washington  that  the  liberty  tree  was  cut 
■down,  and  none  cams  forward  to  erect  another,  or  revenge  the 
affront. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obed't  Se't, 

II.  11.  BRACKENRIDGE. 
To  Ten'ch  Cox::,  Est}.,  Philadelphia. 
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CLEMENT  BIDDLE^^  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


Philadelphia,  Sept.  16,  1794. 
Sir:— I  have  paid  the  Troops,  in  service  at  Fort  MifBin,  to 
the  1st  of  this  present  month,  &  directed  them  to  be  paid 
monthly  during  my  absence,  aiul  have  also  provided  for  their 
supplies  during-  that  time,  to  meet  which,  and  any  Demand 
for  the  defense  of  the  Frontiers  during  my  service  in  the  field, 
I  request  that  yon  will  direct  a  warrant  to  issue  in  my  favor 
for  six  thousand  Dollars,  under  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
the  late  session,  "  for  more  effectually  securing  the  Trade, 
"  peace  and  safety  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  defending 
"the  western  Frontiers  of  the  Commonwealth,"  to  be  by  me 
accounted  for. 

I  have  the  hcnor  t(^  be,  Sir, 

Y'r  mo.  Obed.  Serv. 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 
Q.  M.  G.  Penn'a.  31. 

*  Clement  Biddl,e  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  May  10,  1740.  He  was 
a  descendent  of  one  of  the  early  Quaker  settlers  and  proprietaries  of 
New  Jersey,  and  retained  his  connection  with  the  Society  of  friends 
until  the  outset  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  eari}^  engaged  in  commer- 
cial pursuits,  and  with  his  brother  Owen  signed  the  celebrated  non-im- 
portation resolutions  of  October  25,  17Go.  He  embarked  earlj^  in  the 
defence  of  the  Colonies  and  assisted  in  forming  the  Quaker  company 
of  volunteers  raised  in  Philadelphia  in  1775,  of  which  he  was  an  offi- 
cer. July  8,  177G,  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  Deputy  Quarter  Mas- 
ter General  of  the  Flj-ing  Camp.  Col.  Biddle  was  at  the  battle  of 
Trenton,  and  was  one  of  the  officers  selected  by  Washington  to  receive 
the  swords  of  the  Hessian  commanders.  He  was  also  engaged  at 
Princeton,  Brandywine  and  Germantown,  and  during  the  winter  of 
1777-S,  shared  the  privations  of  the  army  at  the  cantonment  at  Valley 
Forge.  He  was  subsequently  in  action  at  Monmouth.  He  served  as 
Quarter  Master  General  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  expedition  of  1794. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  Federal  government  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  1787,  Col.  Biddle  was  appointed  United  States  Marshal  for 
Pennsylvania.  He  preserved  the  friendship  and  enjoyed  the  intimacy 
of  Washington  until  the  close  of  the  life  of  that  great  man.  He  closed 
his  distinguished  and  useful  career  at  Philadelphia  on  the  14th  of  July, 
1S14,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
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QUARTER  MASTER  GENERAL'S  ORDERS. 


Philadelphia,  yS'f'pi.  16,  1794. 

The  Militi;!,  now  pi-epariog  to  assemble  at  the  different 
places,  appointed  by  the  Governor's  orders,  of  the  ISth  instant, 
will  have  to  furnish  themselves  with  provisions  for  their  inarch 
to  the  respecti\'e  places  of  rendezvous,  for  which  they  will  be 
paid  the  price  allowed  for  rations  by  the  United  States.  On 
their  arrival  at  the  said  places  appointed  for  assembling,  ra- 
tions will  be  furnished  them. 

Arms,  Accoutrements,  Tents  and  Camp  Kettles,  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  U.  States  to  the  several  corps,  at  the  respective 
places  appointed  for  them  to  assemble,  on  their  commanding 
officers  making  return  of  the  oficers  and  men  composing  their 
corps,  as  they  may  arrive,  for  which  purpose  the  greatest 
expedition  will  be  used  to  forward  the  necessary  supplies. 

Forage  will  also  bo  provided  for  the  cavalry  and  officers' 
horses  which  are  entitled  to  forage,  and  the  same  will  be  paid 
for  at  the  established  price,  from  the  time  of  their  collecting  in 
their  respective  counties  until  their  arrival  at  the  several  places 
appointed  for  assembling. 

Each  complete  company  will  be  allowed  a  four  horse  v/agon 
to  carry  their  camp  equipage ;  and  the  same  for  the  field  offi- 
cers of  each  regiment,  which  the  several  commanding  officers 
are  requested  to  engage  to  serve  for  the  expedition,  and  they 
will  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  shillings  per  day  for  each 
four-horse  wagon,  and  driver  furnishing  their  own  subsistence. 
To  accommodate  them,  in  which,  as  far  as  possible,  forage 
will  be  laid  in  at  the  different  places  appointed  for  assembling, 
and  be  delivered  at  the  prime  cost  to  such  as  choose  to  apply 
for  it ;  and  in  case  the  general  arrangements  should  make  it 
necessary  to  furnish  them  with  forage  after  they  leave  Carlisle, 
an  equitable  rate  will  be  settled  in  establishing  the  price  of 
hire  then  to  be  allowed. 

As  the  tents,  with  their  poles,  camp  kettles  and  equipage 
must,  in  all  events,  be  convej^ed  in  the  wagons  allowed  to 
each  corps,  it  will  be  necessary  to  restrict  the  loading  wagons 
allowed  to  companies  with  baggage,  as  much  as  possible. 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE,  Q.  M.  G. 
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PROCLAMATION    OP    GOVERNOR   HOWELL,  OF   NEW 

JERSEY. 


i'F.OCLAilATiOX. 

B}'  Ilis  Excellency,  Richard  IIowcll,  E.sq.,  Governor,  Cap- 
tain-General and  Commander-in-Chief,  in  and  over  the  State  cf 
New  Jersey  and  Territories  thereunto  belonging-.  Chancellor 
iind  Ordinary  in  the  same. 

Whereas,  An  open  and  violent  opposition  to  a  law  of  the 
Union  has  unfortunately  taken  place  in  a  few  western  counties 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  the  Supreme  Executive 
and  that  of  their  State,  are  at  present  engaged  to  suppress  : 

And  whereas,  It  is  discovered  that,  whilst  the  good  people 
of  this  State  are  anxiously  employed  in  completing  their  pro- 
portion of  troops  destined  against  the  insurgents,  certain 
strangers,  in  contempt  of  their  own  duty,  the  authority  of  the 
Union,  and  the  laws  and  diguit}'  of-  this  State,  are  mingling 
•with  our  citizens  and  endeavoring  to  seduce  them — shewing 
seditious  letters — spreading  false  intelligence — urging  disobe" 
dience  to  the  constituted  authorities — embracing  the  ill-judged 
and  illegal  motives  of  the  insurgents — disseminating  their  pre- 
judices— extolling  their  force  and  resources,  and  falsely  assert- 
ing, "that  good  citizens  are  not  bound,  and  ought  not  to  take 
up  arms  against  them,  struggling,  as  they  pretend,  against 
oppression,"  though  they  are  evidently  revolting  against  their 
own  interests,  and  the  honor  and  security  of  the  Union  : 

And  ivhereas,  In  the  most  regulated  and  best  informed  state 
of  society,  intrigue  may  insinuate  improper  influence  over 
even  ingenuous  minds,  unguarded  by  experience,  especially, 
by  exciting  a  mistaken  compassion  for  criminality  concealed 
under  the  pretence  of  patriotism.  I  have,  therefore,  by  and 
with  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  honorable,  the  Privy 
Council,  thought  it  proper  to  require  and  enjoin,  by  Proclama- 
tion, all  civil  officers  and  others  of  this  State,  to  cause  to  be 
apprehended  by  legal  means,  and  to  be  speedily  brought  to 
justice,  such  f^niissaries  and  others,  if  any  such  citizens  we 
have,  wlio  shall  presume  to  counteract,  indirectly  or  other- 
wise, the  measures  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  the 
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Jaws  of  the  Union  or  the  laws  and  authority  of  tlils  State. 
Upon  complaint  of  such  offences  against  government,  founded 
upon  sufficient  evidence,  the  magistracy  are  requested  to  is- 
sue proper  process  for  such  offenders  of  every  distinction,  and 
bind  them  in  recognizances  or  commit  them  to  prison,  as  the 
case  may  require,  so  that  they  may  appear  at  the  next  court 
having  cognizance  thereof,  and  answer  to  charges  then  and 
there  to  be  exhibited  against  them  in  due  form  of  law.  That 
intruders  from  a  distance  should  propose  to  themselves  success 
among  the  citizens  of  Jersey,  must  arise  from  an  unfair  com- 
parison of  virtues  which  they  know  not  how  to  value,  with 
their  own  innate  baseness  and  infamous  depravity  ;  but  if 
there  is  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  so  lost  to  discernment  and 
duty,  as  to  harbor  or  countenance  incendiaries  who  wish  to 
reduce  others  to  the  level  of  their  own  crimes,  it  is  not 
doubted,  but  that  the  vigilance  of  the  magistracy  will  convince 
them,  that  although  the  balance  of  justice  is  held  even,  yet 
her  sword  is  not  lifted  up  in  vain. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Trenton,  the  16th 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  ninety-four,  and  of  our  Independence  the  19th. 

r.'D  HOWELL. 
By  his  Excellency's  command,  , 

Thomas  Addams,  Secretary. 


ADDRESS    OF   THE  NEW  JERSEY  CAVALRY  TO  GOV 

HOWELL. 


Camp,  Trentox,  Sept.  16,  1794. 
To   his  excellency   Richard  Howell,   Esquire,    Commander-in- 
Chief  of  New  Jersey : 
Sir  :— The  citizen  soldiers  of  the  Cavalry  of  New  Jersey,  can- 
not omit  the  present  opportunity  of  tendering  their  acknowledg- 
ments to  your  excellency,  for  your  exertions  in  support  of  the 
honour  of  this  State  and  the  dignity  of  the  Union  ;  but,  above 
all,  accept,  sir,  the  grateful  effusions  of  our  hearts,  duly  pene- 
trated with  a  sense  of  the  honour  you  have  reflected  on  us,  by 
accepting  an  active  command,  and  drawing  your  sword  against 
20— Vol.  IV. 
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our  internal  enemies  ;  be  assured,  sir,  that,  with  such  an  ex- 
ample, we  shall  consider  all  our  hardships  as  necessary,  and 
all  danger  as  honorable.  It  is,  sir,  our  decided  opinion,  that 
law  ought  to  be  the  supreme  rule  of  our  conduct,  and  not  the 
will  of  a  few  unprincipled  individuals,  who  are  neither  awed 
by  shame,  checked  by  conscience,  or  confined  to  truth.  Pene- 
trated with  this  opinion,  we  cheerfully  obey  the  calls  of  our 
country,  in  this  tender  of  our  services,  to  support  an  estab- 
lished government — a  government  framed  upon  principles  best 
calculated  to  secure  to  us  every  blessing  ;  and  however  pain- 
ful it  must  be  to  a  feeling  mind  to  draw  the  sword  against  a 
fellow  citizen,  yet  sentiments  of  compassion  on  this  critical 
occasion,  we  solemnly  believe,  should  yield  to  the  more  pow- 
erful emotions  of  duty  ;  emotions  which  no  one  can  suppress 
without  avowing  himself  an  enemy  to  our  country,  and  ready 
to  introduce  the  horrors  of  anarchy.  To  avoid  these  evils  and 
to  support  the  authority  of  the  law,  we  now,  sir,  under  the 
banners  of  freedom,  pledge  our  sacred  honours  to  your  excel- 
lency, that  while  we  consider  our  swords  the  swords  of  jus- 
tice, we  will  never  sheath  them  till  we  have  subdued  or  extir* 
pated  the  hydra  discord  from  among  us. 

ANT.  W.   WHITE. 
Brigadier  General  of  the  New  Jersey  Cavalry. 


REPLY    OF    GOVERNOR  HOWELL  TO   THE    CAVALRY 
ADDRESS. 


Trenton,  Seplember  16,  1794. 
To  the  Address  of  Brigadier  General  Wliite  and  the  Officers  of 
the  Jersey  Cavalry : 
Gentlemen  and  Fellow  Soldiers  : — Honoured  with  the  com- 
mand of  citizens  in  arms,  who  feel  the  cause  they  were  engaged 
in,  I  confess,  I  am  not  unconscious  of  the  dignity  of  my  sta- 
tion ;  but  at  the  same  time,  I  recollect  with  anxiety,  how  much 
should  be  done  to  deserve  it.  Devoted,  with  you,  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Union,  no  part  was  left  for  me  but  that  which 
I  have  taken ;  and  when  freemen,  who  have  sentiments  and 
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courage  to  maintain  them,  thus  join  me  in  opinion  and  promise 
their  support,  I  feel  a  pleasing  confidence  which  triumphs  over 
doubt.  The  occasion  of  our  appeal  to  arms  I  join  j^ou  in  la- 
menting, and  hope  that  a  proper  sense  of  duty  will  yet  pene- 
trate the  gloom  which  iuvelopes  our  misguided  countrymen  ; 
yet,  even  compassion,  which  adorns  the  soldier's  heart,  must, 
at  last,  frown  on  obstinate  offenders. 

Your  sacred  pledge  of  honour  I  accept  gentlemen.  It  stands 
indelibly  recorded  in  my  bosom,  and  under  the  same  banner* 
and  for  the  same  generous  purpose,  I  pledge  you  my  honour 
in  return.  Our  glorious  constitution  is  the  standard  by  which 
we  rally  ;  surrounded  by  a  band  of  brothers,  it  waves  terror 
to  internal  enemies  and  discord  shall  shrink  at  the  sight.  The 
honour  of  the  state,  gentlemen,  is  committed  to  our  care,  and, 
like  you,  I  wear  it  on  my  sword  ;  but  accept  if  you  please,  my 
sensations  of  your  affectionate  address  without  particular  ex- 
pression, and  rest  assured  that  I  shall  consider  your  future 
satisfaction  as  my  dearest,  my  bewt  earned  reward. 

R'D  HOWELL. 
Commander-in-  Cliief  the  Jersey  Militia. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY  INFANTRY  TO  GOV 

HOWELL. 


Camp,  Trentox,  Sept.  16,  1794. 
To  his  excellency   Richard  Howell,  Esq.,  Comviander-in- Chief 
of  New  Jersey : 
At  a  time  we  were  pleasing  ourselves  with  the  most  happy 
consequences  of  the  late  embassy  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain, 
by  which  not  only  the  commercial  but  the  agricultural  interest 
of  our  country  would  have  been  in  the  most  flourishing  situa- 
tion— when  we  were  feeling  the  blessed  effects  of  the  most 
blessed  constitution  in  the  universe — what  a  cloud  has  been 
cast  on  our  happy  prospects ;  what  a  shonk  has  been  given  to 

*Here  the.  governor  advanced  and  embraced  the  commander  of  the 
cavalry. 
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our  political  fabric,  by  a  band  of  vile  abandoned  traitors  and 
incendiaries,  who,  at  the  same  moment  that  they  were  receiv- 
ing- every  advantage  and  emolument  that  could  possibly  arise 
out  of  their  local  situation  are  endeavoring  to  undermine  the 
very  government  which  pours  its  favors  into  their  laps.  Men 
so  unprincipled  'deserve  not  the  blessings  of  a  Republic  ;  they 
Kliould  be  driven  into  the  jaws  of  some  devouring  despot  and 
leave  the  soil  of  America  to  be  cultivated  by  a  more  deserv- 
ing people.  The  Freemen  of  New  Jersey,  roused  by  such  an 
outrageous  attempt  to  trample  on  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
desirous  of  supporting  that  freedom  and  independence  they 
acquired  by  their  blood  in  the  Ic.te  revolution,  come  forward, 
with  their  wonted  zeal,  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  to  accompany 
your  Excellency  on  tlie  present  expedition,  and  flatter  them- 
selves that  the  former  military  fame  of  New  Jersey  will  not  be 
tarnished  in  their  lawful  exertions  to  suppress  rebellion. 

By  unanimous  desire  of  the  ofiScers  of  the  infantry  and  artil- 
Jery  composing  the  Jersey  brigade. 

JOSEPH  BLOOMFIELD, 
Brig.  Gen 


EEPLY  OF  GOV.  HOWELL  TO  THE  INFANTRY  ADDRESS. 


Trenton,  Sept.  IG,  1794. 
To  the  Add7'ess  of  Brigadier  General  Bluomjield  and  the  Infan- 
try and  Artillery  of  Jersey  : 

Gentlemen  and  Brother  Soldiers  : — The  address  of  your  re- 
spectable corps  calls  for  my  full  assent  to  the  painful  truths  it 
contains. 

At  a  moment  the  most  important  to  the  Union,  when  col- 
lected in  our  own  internal  unanimity,  we  were  viewed  with 
envy  by  conflicting  powers,  and  even  rapine,  overawed  by 
firmness,  began  to  listen  to  our  claims;  discord  and  folly  be- 
gan their  mad  career.  Deluded  men,  unconscious  of  the  boon 
that  Heaven  accords,  with  parricidal  hands  would  plunge  a 
dagger  into  the  bosom  of  their  country — but  ours  is  the  glori- 
ous task  to  interpose  a  shield.     Though  painful  the  task,  yet 
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it  is  ours,  my  fellow  soldiers,  united  ia  one  common  purpose, 
to  drive  home  confusion  to  their  hearts,  who,  with  polluted 
hands,  profane  the  best  of  Constitutions  ;  but  let  us  hope  that 
returning  reason  will  heal  the  breach,  a,nd  their  complete  sub- 
mission slacken  the  arm  of  vengeance.  I  consider  mj'self  as 
fortunate  to  be,  at  this  time,  called  to  the  command,  and  feel 
the  nearest  interest  in  your  military  reputation  ;  but  1  was 
conscious  that  you  knew  and  dare  defend  your  rights  ;  &  there- 
fore looked  for  these  exertions. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  my  warn:iest  acknowledgments  for  this 
honor,  and  be  assured  that,  with  your  co-operation,  of  which  I 
have  the  liveliest  certainty,  I  despair  not  to  keep  unsullied  our 

military  reputation. 

R'D.  HOWELL, 

Commander-in-Chief  the  l\ew  Jemey  Militia. 


ALEX.  HAMILTON  TO  GOV..  MIFFLIN. 


War  Dei'artmext,  Sept.  17,  1791-. 
Sir  : — Major  Stagg  has  informed  me  that  you  wished  an  ex- 
planation in  writing  of  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you  this  Morning,  on  this  point,  to  wit :  whether 
the  corps  were  to  be  equip})ed  previous  to  their  march  or  not  ? 
I  answer,  that  it  is  intended  they  should  be  provided  pre- 
vious to  their  march  with  a  competent  supply  of  essential  ar- 
ticles. But  that  they  ought  not  to  be  retarded  on  account  of 
a  partial  deficiency  of  articles,  the  want  of  which  might  not  be 
material,  as  these  can  be  sent  after  them  to  Carlisle,  where  it 
is  interestiog  there  should  be  a  good  collection  of  force  with- 
out delay,  &  where  there  will  necessarily  be  some  halt. 

Your  military  experience   must   guide  your   discretion   in 
drawing  the  line. 

If  an^'thing  more  precise  is  desired  from  me,  it  will  best  be 
obtained  by  directing  a  return   of  deficient  articles   of  each 
corps,  &  I  Vv-jll  give  an  opinion  on  each  case  in  detail. 
With  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  obed.  hum.  serv., 

A.  HAMILTON. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflix. 
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GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN'S  MESSAGE  TO  THE  ASSEMBLY 


PiiiLADELPPiiA,  17lh  September,  1T94. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepreaentatives  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  CommoniceaUh  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Gentlemen  :— I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
found  our  fellov/  citizens,  in  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Dela- 
ware, eager  to  support  the  honor  of  our  government,  and  the 
authority  of  tlie  lav.-s,  against  the  violence  of  the  present  law- 
less combination.  The  defects  in  the  militia  system,  the  mis- 
takes of  the  Brigade  Inspectors,  relative  to  the  extent  of  their 
orders,  the  insufficiency  of  the  pay,  and  a  want  of  information 
respecting  the  necessity  and  justice  of  the  expedition  against 
the  insurgents,  occasioned  some  difficulty  and  delay — but  the 
moment  the  circumstances,  which  have  produced  the  existing 
crisis  in  our  public  Jiffairs,  were  stated  and  explained  ;  the  sen- 
timents of  patriotism  pervaded  ever^'  breast,  and  a  determina- 
tion to  aid  the  measures  of  government  was  iinanimously  ex- 
pressed. The  only  question  anywhere  proposed  was,  whether 
the  insurgents  had  refused  to  listen  to  reason — and  the  answer 
was  everywhere  satisfactor}',  that  if  they  would  listen  to  rea- 
son it  never  was  intended  to  subdue  them  by  force. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  observe,  tliat  the  non-execution  of 
the  President's  requisition,  in  the  other  counties  to  which  it 
extends,  is  probably  owing  to  the  same  causes,  and  may  be 
obviated  by  the  same  means.  I  shall,  therefore,  think  it  my 
duty  to  prosecute  the  tour  which  1  mentioned  to  you  in  a  late 
message,  and  entreat  the  favor  of  any  accommodation  in  trans- 
acting our  Legislative  business  that  can  be  granted,  consistent- 
ly with  3'our  duty  and  convenienc3'. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
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GEN.  IIARMAR'S  ORDER  OF  MARCH. 


PiiiLADELPniA,  September  17,  1794. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

The  Governor  takes  the  earliest  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  sincere  thanks  to  tlie  quotas  of  the  brigades  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  militia,  for  their  punctual  and  general 
attendance  at  the  camp  this  day.  In  a  particular  manner  he 
acknowledges  his  obligations  to  Col.  Gurney  and  his  regiment ; 
to  Captains  Danlap,  Singer,  and  M'Connell,  and  the  cavalry 
under  their  command  ;  to  the  several  corps  of  Grenadiers  and 
light  infantry,  attached  on  this  occasion  to  Col.  Gurney's  regi- 
ment ;  to  the  volunteer  company  of  light  infantry  under  the 
command  of  Major  McPherson,  and  to  the  corps  from  South- 
wark.  A  conduct  so  honorable,  and  so  spirited,  cannot  fail  to 
excite  a  patriotic  emulation  througliout  the  State  ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernor, with  lieartfelt  satisfaction,  anticipates  a  correspondent 
effect  in  protecting  our  constitution  and  laws  from  the  threat- 
ened violation  and  subversion.  Wherever  the  question,  that 
occasions  the  present  armament,  has  been  explained  and  under- 
stood, the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  have  manifested  their  zeal 
to  maintain  the  public  peace  and  order,  and  every  enemy  of 
the  Republic,  internal,  as  well  as  external,  will  eventually 
find,  that  those  v/ho  have  sought  to  obtain  a  free  government, 
will  as  cheerfully  fight  to  preserve  it. 

In  addressing  citizens,  who  have  advanced  under  a  sense  of 
duty,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  violated  authority  of 
the  laws,  it  is  superfluous  to  recommend  a  constant  attention 
to  sobriety  and  order,  a  strict  respect  to  the  rights  of  persons 
and  of  private  property,  in  the  course  of  tlie  march.  The 
Governor  is  confident  that  the  conduct  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
will  in  that,  as  well  as  in  every  other  respect,  command  the  es- 
teem, conciliate  the  dispositions,  and  invito  the  assistance  and 
friendship  of  the  country  through  which  they  pass. 

The  commanding  ofKcers  of  the  respective  corps,  are  re- 
quested immediately  to  report  to  the  adjutant  general,  a  roll 
of  their  officers,  men  and  equipments;  and  likewise,  to  pre- 
pare and  furnish  the  advance  &  pay  rolls.     Such  of  the  mili- 
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tia^  as  wish  any  part  of  their  advance  or  pay  be  given  to  their 
families  during  their  absence,  v/ill  please  to  state  the  same  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  proper  corps,  wlio  will  make  a 
report  to  the  adjutant  general,  and  provisions  will  accordingly 
be  made  for  ensuring  a  compliance. 

The  following  order  of  march  is  to  be  observed  by  the  quotas 
uf  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  Brigade  : 
1.  Capt.  Dunlap's,         ^ 

2    Capt.  McConnell's,    >•  Troop  of  Light  Horse, 
3.  Capt.  Singer's,  ) 

to  assemble  on  Friday  morning,  in  Market  street,  east  of 
twelfth  street,  and  to  march  with  the  baggage  in  the  rear  by 
the  way  of  Norristown,  Reading  and  Harrisburgli,  to  Carlisle. 

Capt.  Scott's  light  infantry  Corps  is  to  join  the  artillery,  and 
march  with  them  from  the  present  encampment  on  Friday 
morning  at  8  o'clock,  and  proceed  by  the  middle  ferry  bridge 
to  the  ridge  road,  and  thence  by  Norristown,  Reading  and 
Harrisburgh,  to  Carlisle. 

On  Saturday  morning,  at  8  o'clock, 

1.  The  light  infantry  corps. 

2.  The  grenadiers. 

3.  The  baggage  of  the  infantry,  grenadiers  and  battalion. 
•4.  The  governor's  staff  and  wagons  with  Stores 

5.  The  battalion. 

To  march  from  their  present  encampment  by  the  middle 
ferry  bridge  to  the  ridge  road,  and  thence  by  Noriistown, 
Reading  and  Ilarrisburg,  to  Carlisle. 

JOSIAK  IIARMER, 
Adjutant   General  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania. 


GOVERNOR  HOWELL,  OF  NEW  JERSEY,  TO  GOV- 
ERNOR MIFFLIN. 


Trextox,  Sfjjt.  n,  179-4. 
Sir: — I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  Capt'n   Sedam,  at  a 
very   early  hour,  your  Excellency's    Intimation    of    a  Wish 
that  the  Jersey  Cavalry  should  take  up  their  Line  of  march 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  815 

through  the  City  of  Philad'a.  Nothing'  would  bo  more  pleas- 
ing to  the  Troops,  &  I  should  be  delighted  to  lip.ve  the  oppor- 
tunity of  shewing  you  my  respect  by  a  ready  compliance  with 
your  desire,  but  I  am  precluded  by  repeated  Orders  to  take  a 
difierent  Route.  I  even  signified  to  the  War  department  after 
those  Orders,  a  regret  that  1  could  not  pass  through  the  City, 
but  that  I  felt  myself  bound  by  the  orders  received.  The 
Route  by  Norristown  has  been  decided  upon  &  purchases  of 
Forage  are  made,  therefore  a  change  is  become  impracticable.  I 
shall  confide  to  you,  Sir,  that  on  the  Evening  of  to-morrow  I 
shall  encamp  at  Newtown  &  the  next  night  at  Norristown,  where 
I  shall  be  happy  to  see  your  Excellency  if  agreeable  &  conve- 
nient. I  have  to  excuse  my  not  writing  you  yesterday,  as  I 
held  then  a  privy  Council,  besides  my  military  engagements, 
for  which  your  Excellency  well  knows  how  to  make  the  proper 
allowance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  friend 

£c  humble  serv't, 

R'D  HOWELL. 
Ilis  Excellency  Governor  Mirrux. 


PITTSBURGH  RESOLVES  RELATIVE  TO  PROSCRIPTION. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Pittsburgh, 
held  17th  September,  1794,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
proscriptions  of  certain  citizens,  during  the  late  disturbances, 
in  which  necessity  and  policy  led  to  a  temporary  acquiescence 
on  the  part  of  the  town. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved,  That  the  said  citizens  were  un- 
justly exiled,  and  the  said  proscriptions  are  no  longer  regarded 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Pittsburgh,  and  that  this 
resolution  be  published  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
these  sentiments  to  those  who  were  the  subjects  of  the  pro- 
scriptions. 

By  order, 

A.  TANNEHILL, 

Chairman. 
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ALBERT  GALLATIN  TO  GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN. 


U-^'IO^"TO^v^•,  I7//t  SepVber,  1794. 
SiK  : — 1  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  townships,  for  the 
•County  of  Fayette,  to  transmit  to  yow  a  copy  of  the  declara- 
tions agreed  npon  by  them  on  the   10th  instant,  Vv'hich  were 
read  ou  the  following  day,  to  the  people  convened  in  their  re- 
spective Election  districts,  and  the  return  of  the  sense  of  the 
people  of  this  County,  on  the  question  of  submission,  so  far  as 
we  have  j-et  been  able  to  ascertain  it.     We  have,  through 
ever}'  step,  in  this  unfortunate  business,  taken  those  measures 
which,  from  our  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  and 
of  the  heat  v/hich  prevailed  amongst  them,  appeared  to  us  best 
calculated  to  allay  by  degrees  the  flame,  to  promote  peace  and 
submission  to  the  laws,  and  to  preserve  this  Country  and  Penn- 
sylvania from  the  disgraceful  necessity  of  a  recourse  to  mili- 
tar}'  coercion,  and  we  are  liappy  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that 
the  present  appearances  are  as  favorable  as  we  had  any  right 
to  expect.     It  was  an  effort  too  great,  perhaps,  to  be  expected 
from  human  nature,  that  a  people  should  at  once  pass  from  an 
avowed   intention  of  resisting,  to  the   signing  a  test  of  abso- 
lute submission,  it  to  a  promise  of  giving  active  support  to  the 
Laws.     The  change  would  be  operated  only  by  degrees,  and 
after  having  convinced  the  understanding  of  the  more  enlight- 
ened, it  was  not  so  easj''  a  task  to  persuade  those  v/hose  preju- 
dices were  more  deeply  rooted  and  means  of  information  less 
extensive.     The  great  body  of  the  people,  which  consists  of 
moderate  men,  were  also,  for  a  time,  from  a  want  of  knowl- 
edge of  their  own  strength,  afraid  to  discover  their  sentiments, 
^  were,  in  iact,  kept  in  awe  by  the  few  violent  men.     This 
was  one  of  the  principal  reasons  which   prevented  so  man}' 
from  attending  tiie  general  meeting  on  the  day  on  which  the 
vsense  of  tlie  people  was  taken,  to  which  may  be  added,  in  this 
Count}-,  the   unconcern  of  a  great  number  of  moderate  men, 
who  having  followed  peaceably  their  occupations  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  di.sturbances,  did   not  think  themselves  in- 
terested in  the  ever.t,  i!c  were  not  sufficiently  aware  of  the  im- 
portance  of  the   (|uest;o!i    to   the  whole   County.     Although, 
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however,  all  the  warmest  persons  attended  ;  we  had  a  very 
large  &  decided  majority  amongst  the  voters,  &  great  many 
of  those  who  had  come  with  an  intention  of  testifying  their  in- 
tention to  resist,  were  convinced  by  the  Arguments  made  use 
of,  though  their  pride  would  not  suffer  them  to  make  a  public 
retractation  on  the  moment,  and  tliey  went  oft  without  giving 
an}'^  vote. 

A  very  favorable  &  decisive  change  has  taken  place  since, 
&  has,  indeed,  been  the  result  of  the  event  of  that  day. 
The  general  disposition  now  seems  to  be  to  submit,  &  a  great 
many  are  now  signing  the  proposals  of  the  Commissioners, 
not  only  in  the  neighboring  Counties,  but  even  in  this,  where 
we  had  not  thought  it  necessary.  We  have,  therefore,  thought 
the  moment  was  come  for  the  people  to  act  with  more  vigour 
and  to  show  something  more  than  mere  passive  obedience  to 
the  laws,  &  we  have,  in  consequence,  (by  the  Resolutions  of 
this  day,  herein  inclosed,  &  which,  we  hope,  will  be  attended 
with  salutary  effects,)  recommended  associations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  order  and  of  supporting  the  civil  author- 
ity, as  whatever  heat  existed  in  this  County,  was  chiefly 
owing  to  what  had  passed  in  the  neighbouring  Counties. 

We  have  no  doubt  of  peace  being  fully  re-established  and  a 
perfect  submission  taking  place  here,  provided  it  is  not  inter- 
rupted by  some  new  acts  of  violence  elsewhere.  It  is  well 
known,  that  from  sundry  local  causes  which  wo  have  not  now 
time  to  detail,  the  heat  was  much  greater  there  than  amongst 
us,  but,  there  also,  it  was  confined  to  a  certain  number,  &  we 
have  the  best  infoimation  of  its  daily  subsiding.  Still,  how- 
ever, a  certain  degree  does  exist,  both  here  &  in  all  the  other 
western  Counties,  and  sometime  will  still  be  necessary  to  oper- 
ate a  compleat  restoration  of  order  &  a  perfect  submission  to 
the  laws.  The  great  question  now  is,  whether  there  are  suffi- 
cient assurances  of  that  submission  and  of  its  sincerity,  to  jus- 
tify Government  in  not  making  use  of  military  coercion. 

Mr.  James  Lang,  one  of  our  number,  (&  whose  eftorts  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  have  been  unremitted  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  late  disturbances,)  has  undertaken  to  deliver 
this  letter,  and  we  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  him  for  a 
full  communication  of  our  sentiments  on  that  head.  We  will 
only  observe,  that  punishment  of  past  offences  cannot  be  now 
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tlie  design  of  Government,  since  all  those  who  might  have 
been  proper  objects  of  resentment,  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  proposals  ot  the  Commissioners,  by  signing  the  declara- 
tions required,  &  that,  if  the  submission  is  not  sincere  now, 
military  coercion,  althougli  it  may,  by  operating  on  the  fears  of 
the  people,  cause  a  general,  but  temporary  acquiescence,  will, 
S3  far  from  rendering  it  more  sincere,  encrease  the  discontents, 
embitter  the  minds  &  disgust  many  good  citizens,  so  that,  if 
there  be  any  danger  of  new  outrages  being  again  committed, 
that  danger  will  be  the  greatest,  the  moment  the  military  force 
is  withdrawn.  When,  to  that  observation,  we  add  the  consid- 
eration of  the  possibility  of  tumults  &  riots  breaking  out  on 
tlie  approach  of  an  army,  (even  if  its  march  did  not  again  pro- 
mote actual  resistance,)  of  the  danger  to  which  those  Citizens 
who  have  taken  an  active  part  in  restoring  peace,  will  be  then 
exposed  ;  of  the  difficulty  tlie  officers  will  find  in  restraining 
a  militia,  but  newly  organized  &  enflamed  by  exaggerated  rep- 
resentation?, from  committing  outrages  against  the  innocent 
citizens.  When  we  reflect  on  the  necessity  of  cultivating  har- 
mony between  the  difierent  States  and  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  same  State,  and  on  the  local  reasons  which  enjoin 
that  duty  still  more  forcibly  in  regard  to  the  Western  Coun- 
try. When,  finally,  we  recollect  the  peculiar  situation  of  this 
Country,  once  claimed  by  Virginia,  and  the  danger  of  old 
broils  &  intestine  dissentions  being  again  renewed,  we  cannot, 
too  explicitly,  express  our  opinion,  that,  nothing  less  than  a 
conviction  that  submission  cannot  be  obtained  through  any 
other  means,  and  that  every  conciliatory  measure  would  prove 
abortive,  can  justify  Government  in  adopting  that  test  &  des- 
perate resource. 

Under  those  impressions,  we  have,  we  trust,  fulfilled  our 
duty  as  Citizens  by  taking  the  most  active  part  in  trying  to 
compose  the  disturbances,  &  we  mean  to  persevere  in  our  en- 
deavours to  the  last,  be  the  event  what  it  will.  We  are  also 
fully  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  the  measures  heretofore 
adopted,  and  of  the  paternal  indulgence  shown  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  by  yourself  in  everything  relative  to  thi^  uufortu- 
nate  business  ;  and  the  confidence  we  have,  both  in  the  State 
and  the  general  Government,  convince  us  that  nothing  but  dire 
necessity  will  induce  them  to  embrace  a  measure  which  must. 
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wnavoidabl}',  be  attended  with  great  mischiei-i,  and  that,  if  they 
think  themselves  bouud  in  duty  to  do  it,  they  will  use  every 
method  to  lessen  the  evil,  bj'  not  sending  troops  from  another 
State,  unless  those  of  this  Stats  arc  found  insufficient,  by  sub- 
jecting them  to  the  strictest  discipline,  by  rendering  them  al- 
together subservient  to  the  civil  authority  alone,  and  by  put- 
ting them  under  tlie  command  of  an  officer  who,  as  a  man,  as 
a  citizen,  and  as  a  friend  to  the  laws,  to  order  &  to  discipline, 
may  (as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  it  with  such  a  commission  j 
attract  the  confidence  of  the  people  amongst  whom  he  shall  be 
obliged  to  act. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

ALBERT  GALLATIX. 
Thomas  MiFyi.ix,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


RESOLVES  AT  UXIONTOWN, 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  townships  for  the  county* 
cf  Fayette,  held  in  Uniontown  on  the  l7th  September,  1794, 
the  following  resolutions  were  taken  into  consideration  and 
adopted : 

Where.\s,  The  inhabitants  of  this  county  have,  by  a  large 
majority,  determined  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

And  whereas,  The  general  committees  of  the  Western  coun- 
ties, held  at  Parkinson's  ferry,  entered  into  resolutions  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  persons  and  properties  of  ever}'  in- 
dividual : 

And  whei'ea^,  It  is  necessary  to  shew  to  our  fellow  citizens, 
throughout  the  United  States,  that  the  character  ol  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Western  country  is  not  such  as  may  have 
been  represented  to  them,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
disposed  to  behave  in  a  peaceable  manner  and  can  preserve  good 
order  among  themselves  without  the  assistance  of  a  military 
force ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  townships  to  take  such  measures  as  in  their  ooiuion 
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will  be  best  calculated  to  preserve  peace  and  order  among- 
themselves,  and  that  the  members  of  this  committee  be  re- 
quested to  promote  such  associations  among  the  body  of  the 
people  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  persons  and 
property  of  all  citizens,  and  for  the  support  of  civil  authority. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to 
the  neighboring  counties  and  that  they  be  invited  to  take  simi- 
lar measures. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

EDWARD  COOK, 
Attest :  Chairman. 

Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary. 


GEN.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Philadelphia,  Sept.  18,  1794. 
Sir  : — The  variety  of  calls  for  money  and  unnecessary  ad- 
vance of  bounty  to  the  Artillery,  Scott's  Infantry  &  the  Cav- 
alry before  they  march,  will  require  that  I  should  be  furnished 
with  a  warrant  for  Twelve  thousand  Dollars  on  the  act  for  sur- 
pressing  an  Insurrection  in  the  western  Counties  of  this"  Com- 
monwealth. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  Obed.  Serv., 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

Q.  M.  G.  FenrCa. 
Gov.  Mifflin. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  IIARMAR. 


Philad'a,  18^/j  SepCr,  1194. 
Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Minister  Plene- 
potentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  as  well  as  upon  principles 
of  justice  &  humanity  to  the  unfortunate  Emigrants,  who  have 
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sought  a  temporary  assylum  in  this  Countr}-,  I  think  it  proper 
tJ  direct  that  no  enrolment,  for  the  Western  expeditii^'ii,  shall 
bo  admitted  or  enforced  in  the  case  of  those  French  Citizens, 
who  arc  possessed  of  a  Certificate  from  the  Consul  of  the 
Republic  of  P'rauce,  stating  that  tiiey  are  casual  and  transient 
Residents  in  this  State.  You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to 
communicate  these  instructions  to  the  proper  officers  of  the 
several  Corps,  and  request  that  particular  attention  may  be 
paid  to  ensure  a  full  compliance  with  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  Y'r  most  obed.  serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Jos.  HARiiAR,  Esq.,  Adj.  Gen    of  the  Militia  of  Penn'a. 


SECRETARY     HAMILTON     TO     GOVERNOR    MIFFLIN. 


War  DEPARTilE.VT, 

September  IS,  1794. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  a 
detachment  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut,  Daniel  Bissell,  is  to  march  from  this  City  as  an 
escort  to  a  train  of  Artillery  and  Military  Stores,  intended  for 
the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Militia  called  out  against  the 
Western  Insurgents.  This  detachment  will  march  through 
Lancaster  and  York  Town  and  from  thence  to  Williamsport  in 
Maryland.  I  have  to  request  that  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  give  instructions  to  the  commanding  OfiScer  of  the 
Militia  at  York  to  furnish  a  reinforcement  from  his  Militia  to 
the  said  escort,  if  Lieut.  Bissell  should  think  it  necessary,  for. 
the  protection  pf  his  important  charge. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  Servant, 

A.  HAMILTON. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 
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MAJOR  JOnX  ALEXANDER  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Carlisle,  September  18,  1194:. 
Sir  : — I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  your 
excellency  of  the  good  effects  of  the  orders  of  the  8th  inst. 
By  the  assistance  of  a  few  of  the  well  disposed  people  of  this 
place,  I  set  on  foot  two  or  three  volunteer  parties  ;  and  this 
-day  I  am  informed,  by  one  of  the  parties,  that  they  have  en- 
rolled twentj^-cight  men. 

I  am  persuaded,  if  tlie  bounty  was  known,  (which  'tis  said 
the  Legislature  is  about  giving,)  our  quota  would  soon  be  com- 
plete. 

I  must  inform  your  excellency,  that  the  active  persons  in 
raising  the  volunteers  will  expect  to  be  commissioned  ;  I  have 
been  obliged  rather  to  encourage  that  hope,  as  I  could  not 
find  such  willingness  among  the  officers  already  commissioned  ^ 
and  as  men,  sir,  I  hope  they  (if  successful,)  will  meet  your 
excellency's  approbation. 

I  have  ordered  our  troops  to  rendezvous  at  this  place,  Fri- 
day the  26th  inst.,  v/ith  the  expectation  that  the  equipments 
and  camp  equipage,  will  arrive  by  that  time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 
JNO.  ALEXANDER,  /.   C.  B. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 
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xMAJOR  JOHN  ALEXANDER  TO  GEN.  HARMAR. 


Carlisle,  September  18,  1794. 
Sir  : — I  have  executed  the  orders  of  the  8th  inst.,  by  express 
to  the  different  captains,  and  will  communicate  to  you  bj'next 
post  the  prospects  of  its  success. 

I  have  this  moment  received  the  general  order  of  the  11th 
inst.,  accompanied  by  the  order  of  the  12th,  and  shall  have  the 
officers  notified  agreeably  to  its  contents. 

I  am  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you  that 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  is  still  reviving  in  this  place.  I  have 
great  hopes  from  the  volunteer  enrollments  going  forward,  and 
have  a  better  appearance  of  success  than  when  I  wrote  you 
last.  We  are  not  ascertained  of  the  bounty  to  be  given  to 
them,  which  prevents  several  from  joining,  not  being  able  to 
equip  themselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  Dear  General, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

JNO.  ALEXANDER,  /.   G.  B. 
JosiAH  Harmar,  Adj.  Gen.  Pennsylvania  Militia. 


GEN.  WILLIAM  IRVINE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Carlisle,  5'ep'r  I8lh,  1794. 

Sir  : — A  newspaper  notification  has  reached  this  place  an- 
nouucing  that  it  is  the  place  determined  on  for  the  general 
rendezvous,  but  as  nothing  official  has  arrived,  nor  any  sort 
of  preparation  making  to  lay  in  provision  or  forage,  nor  pro- 
vision made  for  camp  equipage,  I  begin  to  doubt  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  publication. 

I  also  saw  a  newspaper  account  some  weeks  ago  giving  the 

detail  in  which  I  was  named  as  the  Major  General  to  Command, 

that  I  expected,  being  my  tour  as  the  oldest  officer.     I  cannot 

persuade  myself  but  that  some  other  communication  has  been 

21— Vol.  IV. 
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intended,  and  miscarried,  as  sundry  arrangements  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  on  all  such  occasions  with  the  principal 
oliicers. 

I  know  you  must  be  hurried  and  perplexed,  but  surely  this 
is  a  matter  of  first  importance.  I  have  already  been  called 
upon  for  orders  &  instructions  respecting  the  quota  of  this 
County.  The  Brigade  Inspector  informs  me  that  several  Com- 
panies have  proposed  to  him  to  assemble  immediately  and  en- 
camp, which  would  encourage  the  btisiness,  but  he  cannot 
advise  it  not  knowing  how  they  are  to  be  supplied. 

I  observe  there  is  great  exertions  making  in  and  about  tlie 
City  to  get  out  the  quota  ;  exertions  are  equally,  if  not  more, 
necessary  here,  yet  I  doubt  not  if  the  officers  had  proper  in- 
structions and  arrangements  were  made,  but  the  quota  would 
soon  be  raised  but  they  are  all  depending  on  rumors  and  at 
last  newspaper  accounts,  which  tends  rather  to  embarrass 
than  stimulate  to  action,  I  have  reason  to  fear  this  is  the  case 
in  all  the  Counties  west  of  Susquehanna.  Some  persons  in 
this  part  of  the  Country  are  undoubtedly  ill-disposed,  and  it 
is  too  true  that  scandalous  things  have  been  done,  yet  I  am 
certain  that  the  reports  of  a  general  disaffection  are  not  true, 
but  on  the  contrary  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  are  well-dis- 
posed, at  least  so  well  as  not  to  think  of  arming  against  gov- 
ernment, it  is  nevertheless  true  that  they  generally  abominate 
an  excise  law  and  I  believe  never  will  sit  easy  under  one. 

I  have  bad  thoughts  of  taking  a  ride  to  Franklin  County,  as 
I  doubt  little  is  doing  there,  but  did  not  like  to  be  out  of  the 
way,  being  in  momently  expectation  of  receiving  authentic 
advice  from  you.  I  have  advised  Col'l  Alexander,  to  send  by 
express,  his  report  as  called  for  by  the  general  order,  published 
in  Dunlap's  paper  of  last  Saturday,  altho'  that  is  all  the  com- 
munication he  has  received  since  the  8th  of  august,  as  I  under- 
stand him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed't  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Governor  Mifflin. 

P.  S. — The  moment  I  was  about  to  close  this,  the  Inspector 
informed  me,  by  a  note,  that  he  had  this  morning  received  the 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  325 

order  of  the  llth  instant,  but  no  communication  for  me.  The 
Express  went  round  by  Franklin  County  k  returns  this  way, 
which  occasioned  the  delay.  , 

Please  to  inform  Col.  Biddle  that  there  is  at  this  place  a  Mr. 
Jno.  Hughes,  who  was  a  very  good  Brigade  Quartermaster 
last  war,  he  is  willing  to  be  employed  in  field  duty — he  is  very 
capable. 

It  would  be  ceconomy  to  have  every  man  and  article  on 
this  side  the  river,  ready  on  the  ground  a  day  or  two  before 
the  troops  from  below  arrive,  that  the  whole  may  soon  take  up 
the  line  of  march.     JMilitia  will  not  lie  idle  in  Camp. 


GOVERNOR    MIFFLIN    TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON, 
SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 


Philadelphia,  18ih  Sept'r,  1794. 
Sir  : — Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  inclosed  a  letter  of 
instructions  to  the  Brigade  Inspector  of  York  county,  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  any  reinforcement  that  Lieutenant  Bissel 
may  require  on  his  march  to  Williamsport,  in  Maryland. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  serv., 
THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Alexander  IlAiiiLTOX,  Esquire. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  COL.  RUSSELL,  OF  YORK. 


Philadelphia,  ISth  September,  1794. 
Sir  : — This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Lieutenant 
Daniel  Bissel,  who  commands  a  detachment  of  the  Troops  of 
the  United  States,  escorting  a  Train  of  Artillery  and  Military 
Stores,  intended  for  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Militia,  called 
out  against  the  western  Insurgents.  The  detachment  will 
march  through  Lancaster  and  Yorktown,  and  thence  to  Wil- 
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liamsporL,  in  Maryland.  Should  Lieut.  Bissel  think  it  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  bis  important  charge,  you  will,  upon 
his  application,  furnish  such  a  reinforcement  from  the  Militia 
of  York  count}',  drafted  for  the  same  service,  as  that  ofiScer 
shall  deem  adequate  to  the  emergency.  In  executing  these 
instructions,  j'ou  will  manifest  the  utmost  alacrity  and  despatch  ; 
and  in  all  other  respects,  facilitate  Lieutenant  Bissel's  march. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  obed.  Serv., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Alexander  Russell,  Esq.,  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  county 
of  York. 


ACTION  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY 


An  act  to  provide  for  suppressing  an  insurrection  in  the 
Western  Counties  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Whereas,  It  appears,  by  various  well  authenticated  accounts, 
that,  in  pursuance  of  combinations  to  defeat  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  many  persons  in  the  western  parts  of  this  State  have 
been  so  hardy  as  to  commit  the  most  flagrant  and  destructive 
acts  of  hostility  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  to  the  property  of  individual  citizens  : 

And  whereas,  The  President  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  vested  in  him  by  law,  has  called  forth  a  number 
of  the  militia  of  this  commonwealth,  to  restore  peace  and  order 
among  the  citizens,  and  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws : 

And  whereas,  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  security 
of  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  citizens,  that  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  should  be  supported,  and  those 
wanton  and  outrageous  violators  of  peace,  order  and  good 
government,  be  compelled  to  submit  to  the  legitimate  autho- 
rity of  their  country ; 

In  order,  therefore,  to  enable  the  Governor  to  carry  into 
prompt  effect,  the  patriotic  and  beneficial  intentions  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sect.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomucalth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assein- 
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bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  the  Governor  be  authorized  to  engage,  for  a  term  of  four 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  the  number  of  the  militia  of 
this  commonwealth,  required  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  order  in  this 
State,  or  so  many  thereof  as  may  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
quota  required  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  Governor  shall  organize 
the  men  so  engaged,  into  companies  and  battalions,  or  regi- 
ments, in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  expedient,  over  which 
he  may  appoint  the  necessary  officers;  any  law' to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  militia,  thus  engaged,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
duty,  and  to  the  like  rules  and  regulations,  as  if  they  were 
called  to  perform  a  tour  of  duty  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia,  of 
"the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,"  passed  the  eleventh 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  nuthority  aforesaid, 
That  the  pay  of.  the  commissioned  officers,  so  as  aforesaid  ap- 
pointed, shall  be  the  same  as  the  pay  of  officers  of  correspond- 
ing rank  under  the  military  establisment  of  the  United  States, 
and  there  shall  be  allowed  to  such  of  the  militia  as  shall  be  en- 
gaged as  aforesaid  the  sum  of  eight  dollars  per  month  to  each 
Sergeant,  seven  dollars  per  month  to  each  Corporal,  six  dol- 
lars and  sixty-seven  cents  per  month  to  each  Private  and  Mu- 
sician, and  there  shall  also  be  allowed  to  each  of  them,  at  the 
time  of  entering  into  the  service  aforesaid,  in  advance,  as  an 
addition  to  their  pay,  the  sum  of  six  dollars,  which  pay  to  the 
Officers  and  Privates,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  the  pay  allowed  by 
the  United  States. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  militia  who  shall  be  drafted 
and  perform  their  tour  of  duty,  the  same  monthly  pay  and  ad- 
ditional allowance,  as  those  who  are  engaged  by  the  Governor 
in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  appoint  a 
Surgeon  and  Quarter-Master  for  each  volunteer  troop  of  horse 
who  may  offer  their  service  in  the  militia,  engaged  fortlie  sup- 
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pressiou  of  the  aforesaid  iusurrcction,  if  he  shall  deem  it  ne- 
cessary, and  the  said  Surgeons  and  Quarter-Masters  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  Surgeons  and  Quarter- 
Masters  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  6.  And  be  it  fwiJiei-  enacted  by  tlie  axiUiority  aforesaid, 
That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated  for  providing  the  necessary  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  of  defraying  the  other  necessary  incidental  expen- 
ses, for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of  this  act,  which  sums 
shall  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer,  upon  the  warrant  of  the 
Governor,  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  by  law  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  government,  and  an  account  of  the  disbursements 
thereof,  or  of  anj'  part  thereof,  shall  be  exhibited  to  the  offi' 
cers  of  account,  for  examination  and  settlement,  as  in  other 
cases,  with  like  appeals  as  directed  hy  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  'of 
public  accounts,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'  " 
and  the  Governor  shall  cause  a  statement  thereof  to  be  laid 
before  the  General  Assembly  at  the  next  ensuing  session. 

GEORGE  LATIMER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  liepresentaiives. 
ANTHONY  MORRIS, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved — September  the  nineteenth,  1794. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Governor  of  the  Commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


TENCH  FRANCIS  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Philadelphia,  10th  September,  1794. 
Sir: — I  have  made  Contracts  witli  a  number  of  Sadlers  and 
Cedar  Coopers  for  a  Variet}^  of  Articles  to  equip  the  Troops  now 
about  to  march  against  the  Insurgents  in  our  Western  Countys, 
and  they  all  tell  me  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  comply- 
unless  th^ir  Journeymen  and  apprentices,  who  have  been 
drafted,  are  returned  to  them.     Your  know,  Sir,  what  is  proper 
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to  be  done  in  this  Business,  therefore,  I  shall  take  the  Libertj' 
to  inform  you  that — 


r  Andrew  Campbell, 
Beniamin 


Mr.  Craig,  a  Sadler  in  Market  Street    |  Benjamin  Wallis, 
has  lost  4,  viz  :  i  Joseph  Lawson, 

I  Samuel  Dillon. 

Mr.  Kinsej,  do.  in  front  street  1,  William  Brown. 

f  Philip  Taylor, 
Mr.  Anders,  do,  in  Second  Street  2,      -j  -p^,..  ,   rr-     i 
'  (  Elijah  Tingle. 

Mr.  Martin,  do.  in  Second  Street  1,  Thomas  Comb. 

T^r     n  n   J      n  i  ( Jacob    Camper,    his 

Mr.  Camper,  Cedar  Cooper,  1,  <  . 

(      son,  an  apprentice. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  Sincere  Respect, 
Y'r  Most  ob.  serv., 

TENCH  FRANCIS,*  Agent. 
His  Exc'y  Thomas^Miffli.v,  Esq.,  Gov.  of  Pennsylvania. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  GEN.  HARMAR. 


Secretary's  Office. 
Philad'a,  I9th  SepVr.,  IIU. 
Sir  : — It  has  been  represented  to  the  Governor,  by  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton, who  acts  for  General  Knox  in  the  War  Department,  that 
Samuel  Owner,  of  Captain  Guy's  Artillery,  has  been  employed 
in  an  important  work  for  the  United  States  ;  and  that  it  is  very 
material  to  the  public  service,  that  he  should  not  be  included 
in  the  drafts  for  the  western  expedition.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  Governor  requests  that  you  will  confer  with  the 
commanding  officer  of  the   Corps,  in  which    Samuel   Owner 

*Tench  Fkancis  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  His  father  was 
Attorney  General  of  the  Province.  Mr.  Francis  was,  for  many  year^j 
agent  of  the  Penn  family  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  first  cashier  of 
tlie  bank  of  Nortli  America,  which  office  he  retained  until  his  death, 
Ma}- 1, 1800,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year. 
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serves,  and  signify  his  request  and  approbation  that  the  man 
should  be  discharged. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  obed.  Serv., 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  JosiAH  Harmar,  Esq.,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of 
Penns'a. 


GENERAL    ORDERS    RESPECTING    THE    ORDERLY 
MARCH  OF  THE  MILITIA. 


Philadelphia,  2^th  Sept.,  1794. 

The  New  Jersey  Militia,  having  taken  the  route  by  the  way 
of  Norristown,  Pottsgrove  &  Reading,  the  Governor,  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage,  directs 
that  the  Detachment  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  under  orders  to 
march  from  the  camp  at  Peters'  Farm,  at  5  o'clock,  on  Mon- 
day morning  next,  shall  proceed  by  the  way  of  Downingtown, 
Lancaster  &  Harrisburgh  to  Carlisle. 

The  Governor  being  solicitous  for  the  reputation  of  the  militia 
that  the  utmost  order  should  be  observed  on  the  march,  he 
trusts  that  he  shall  be  excused  in  repeating  his  earnest  desire 
that  the  strictest  attention  may  be  paid  to  sobriety  and  regu- 
larity of  conduct.  To  the  officers,  in  particular,  he  confides 
the  important  trust  of  inculcating  the  principles  of  good  be- 
haviour, andof  checking  every  symptom  of  a  riotous  or  refrac- 
tory disposition.  The  object  of  the  present  service  being  of  the 
most  serious  as  well  as  the  most  dignified  nature,  to  protect 
the  government  &  laws  of  a  free  people  from  violence,  the  de- 
portment of  every  man,  who  is  engaged  in  it  ought,  and  on 
this  occasior,  the  Governor  is  confident,  will  be  equally  firm 
and  patriotic. 

The  Governor  expects  to  meet  the  Detachment  at  Reading, 
on  Wednesday  next. 

By  order  of  the  Governor, 

JOSIAH  HARMAR, 

Adj.  Gev,  Mil.  of  Penn'a. 
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SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  THE  SPEAKER  OF  THE 
SENATE. 


Secretary's  Office, 

Phila.,  20th  Sept'r,  1794. 
Sir  : — As  the  Governor  is  engaged  in  the  performance  of 
some  important  Executive  duties,  relative  to  the  expedition 
against  the  insurgents  in  the  Western  counties,  I  deem  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  has  been  received  from  the  War  Department  on  that 
subject  for  the  information  of  the  Legislature.  1  take  this 
opportunity,  likewise,  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  Route  in- 
tended to  be  pursued  by  the  Governor,  in  order  to  insure  a 
satisfactory  compliance  with  the  President's  requisition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed,  Serv., 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Secretary. 
To   Anthony  Morris,  Esq.,   Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penns'a. 

[A  similar  letter  was  written  to  George  Latimer,  esquire, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

N.  B. — This  letter  with  the  documents  therein  mentioned,  is 
entered  in  the  Legislative  Communications. 


GOVERNOR    MIFFLIN    TO    GEN.  WALTER    STEWART. 


Philadelphia,  20^/i  Septem'r,  1794. 
Sir  : — As  my  Executive  duties,  in  compliance  with  the  Pres- 
ident's requisition,  for  embodying  the  Militia  against  the 
Western  Insurgents,  will  require  my  absence  for  some  time 
from  the  City,  I  have  informed  the  Mayor,  that  should  any 
emergency  arise,  you  will  cheerfully  comply  with  any  lawful 
application  which  ho  shall  make  for  supporting  the  civil  au- 
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thority,  by  competent  drafts  from  the  Militia  of  your  Division. 
You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  Sir,  to  pay  a  proper  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  I  am  confident,  that  your  exertions,  in  con- 
cert with  the  Mayor's,  to  ensure  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
City,  will  be  a  source  of  great  consolation  to  our  Fellow  Citi- 
zens, who  have  left  their  property  and  Amiilies,  to  vindicate 
the  laws  of  their  Country, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  H'ble  Serv., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIX. 
To  Maj'r  Gen'l  Walter  Stewart. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  NATHANIEL  FALCONER. 


Philadelphia,  20^/i  SepVr,  1794. 
Sir  : — My  Executive  duties,  under  the  President's  requisi- 
tion, for  embodying-  the  Militia  in  opposition  to  the  Western 
Insurgents,  will  require  my  absence  for  some  time  from  Phila- 
delphia, Permit  me  to  request  particular  attention  to  the 
Rules  prescribed  for  preserving  the  peace  and  neutrality  of  the 
Port.  Should  you  at  any  time  be  at  a  loss  for  authority  or 
instructions,  it  may  be  advisable  to  consult  the  Mayor  or  Re- 
corder of  the  City. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the  Board. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Nathaniel  Falconer,  esq..  Master  Warden  of  the  Port 
of  Philadelphia. 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  333 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  SUPERINTENDENT  GUNPOW- 
DER  MAGAZINE. 


PniLADEi-PHiA,  20//1  SepVr,  1794. 
Sir  : — The  Stale  of  our  public  affairs  renders  it  necessary, 
that  no  gunpowder  should  be  delivered  from  the  Magazine, 
without  some  satisfactory  proof  that  it  is  not  intended  to  be 
used  in  an  unlawful  manner.  I  have,  therefore,  requested  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  to  examine  every  application,  and  without 
his  approbation,  you  will  be  pleased  to  suspend  a  compliance 
with  any  application  for  the  delivery  of  gunpowder. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  The  Superintendent  of  the  Gunpowder  Magazine  or  his 
Deputy. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  THE  MAYOR  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 


Philadelphia,  2Mh  SepVr,  1194. 

Sir: — The  attention  to  my  Executive  duties,  under  the  Presi- 
dent's requisition,  for  embodying  the  Militia  against  the 
Western  Insurgents  unavoidably  compels  me  to  be  absentsome- 
time  from  Philadelphia,  and  as  some  unexpected  emergency 
may  arise  during  that  period,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  direct 
Major  Gen'l  Stewart  to  comply  with  any  lawful  request  which 
you  shall  make,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  City,  for  the  aid 
of  the  Militia  of  his  Division  to  support  the  Civil  authority. 
Lest  any  supply  of  ammunition  should  be  clandestinely  trans- 
ported to  the  Insurgents,  I  have,  likewise,  instructed  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Gunpowder  Magazine  to  deliver  no 
powder  without  your  previo\is  approbation. 
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These  arrangements  being  made  with  a  view  to  the  peace 
and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth,  will,  lam  persuaded,  receive 
all  the  sanction  that  you  can  officially  give  them. 
I  am  with  great  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Serv., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Matthew  Clarksox,  esq..  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philad'a. 


ALEXANDER    HAMILTON    TO    GOVERNOR     MIFFLIN. 


War  Departmext,  SepVr  20ih,  1794. 
Sir  : — The  Intelligence  received  from  the  Western  Counties 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  comes  down  to  the  13th  inst.,  and  an- 
nounces as  far  as  it  was  then  known,  the  result  of  the  meet- 
ings of  the  People  in  the  several  townships  and  Districts,  to 
express  their  sense  on  the  question  of  submission  or  resistance 
to  the  laws — while  it  shews  a  great  proportion  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  those  Counties  disposed  to  pursue  the  path  of  Duty, 
shews,  also,  that  there  is  a  large  and  violent  Party,  which  can 
only  be  controuled  by  the  application  of  Force.  This  being 
the  result,  it  is  become  the  more  indispensable  and  urgent  to 
press  forward  the  forces  destined  to  act  against  the  Insurgents 
with  all  possible  activity  and  energy.  The  advanced  season 
leaves  no  time  to  spare,  and  it  is  extremely  important  to  afford 
speedy  protection  to  the  well  disposed,  and  to  prevent  the 
preparation  and  accumulation  of  greater  means  of  Resistance, 
and  the  extension  of  combinations  to  abet  the  Insurrection. 
The  President  counts  upon  every  exertion  on  your  part,  which 
so  serious  and  eventful  an  emergency  demands. 
With  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Serv. 
ALEXANDER  NHAMILTON. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin',  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


Secretary's  Office, 
20//1  SepVr,  1794. 
Sir  : — The  engagoments  of  the  Governor  preventing  his  imme- 
diate attention  to  some  of  the  details  for  the  Western  expedi- 
tion, permit  me,  on  his  behalf,  to  enquire  whether  it  is  under- 
stood to  be  within  the  Province  of  the  State  Executive  to 
appoint  a  Surgeon  General  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
object  is  of  considerable  importance  ;  and  I  have  requested 
Doct'r  Dorsey  to  do  me  the  favor  to  wait  on  you  for  an  answer 
to  this  letter.  The  Militia  acts  of  the  United  States  and  of 
this  State  leave  the  matter  in  some  degree  doubtful. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you,  that  upon  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  I  called  on  the  Master  War- 
den, with  instructions  to  send  off  an  Express  to  Fort  Mifflin 
for  the  purpose  of  stopping  and  detaining  any  vessel  of  the 
description  which  you  mention.  The  answer  of  the  officer 
commanding  at  tlie  Fort  is  inclosed  for  j'our  perusal. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  obed.  Serv., 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  Alexander  IIamiltox,  Esquire. 


GEN.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS 


RoBixHOOD,  Sept.  21,  1794. 
Dear  Sir: — About  sunrise  I  visited  the  Artillery  Camp  at 
Robinson's  mill  &  called  the  Captains  together  (as  major 
Fisher  had  gone  to  town,  on  their  disputing  his  right  to  com- 
mand) to  know  if  they  could  march  agreeably  to  General  Or- 
ders, &  which  was  expected  from  them.  They  expressed  so 
many  Doubts  of  their  being  able  to  move,  that  I  do  not  expect 
they  will,  in  the  Course  of  the  Day,  tho'  I  urged  the  necessit}' 
even  if  they  could  be  ready  by  noon,  &  I  requested  a  return  of 
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what  was  deficient,  as  well  in  the  military  Stores  as  any  other 
Line,  and  they  should  be  sent  on. 

I  am  greatly  embarrassed  in  my  situation,  with  respect  to 
Mr.  E.  Fox.  I  first  appointed  \Vm.  Miller,  who,  after  near 
two  days'  consideration,  declined.  I  next  appointed  Geo. 
Eddy,  who,  after  two  days'  consideration,  also  declined ;  altho' 
both  had  requested  the  appointment.  Mr.  P'ox  just  then  Offered 
&  I  appointed  him  from  his  known  Capacity  for  business,  &  his 
holding  a  respectable  Oflice  under  our  State  Government.  He 
has  been  very  assiduous  in  his  attention  to  his  Duty,  &  has 
taken  great  pains  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
the  department,  and  I  had  made  arrangements  for  his  moving 
with  the  Brigade  to  which  he  was  appointed  as  Brigade  Quar- 
ter Master,  To  remove  him  would  be  destroying  his  charac- 
ter as  a  citizen  ;  but  if  yon,  my  Friend,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
objections  to  him  are  such  as  will  make  it  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  service,  (which  alone  should  be  the  object  we  have 
in  view,)  I  will  remove  him.  I  beg  you  candidly  to  give  me 
your  advice  ;  or  if  tlie  Governor  will,  under  this  state  of  facts, 
suggest  to  me  his  wish,  I  shall  immediately  comply  with  it 

Believe  me,  with  sincere  regard, 

Y'r  very  hum.  serv., 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 

Pray  let  me  know  what  arrangements  you  made  last  night — 
I  am  very  busy  in  making  mine. 


THE  OFFICERS  OF  BUCKS    COUNTY    TO    SECRETARY 

DALLAS. 


Newtown,  Sept.  2Ut,  1794. 
Sir  : — Yesterday,  as  you  know,  We  had  the  honor  of  a  visit 
from  the  Governor  and  in  an  address  made  to  a  very  numerous 
body  of  Militia  officers  and  Citezens,  well  calculated  to  ani- 
mate every  Patriotic  Citezen  to  Step  forward  on  the  Present 
Occation,  has  had  a  very  benificial  effect  and  has  roused  the 
Citezens  of  this  County  Who  have  been  hitherto  slothfull  in 
the  Business.     Immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  Gov- 
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ernor  We  had  a  meeting  of  the  Officers,  at  which  a  very  free 
and  confidential  Communication  took  place,  and  altho'  the 
most  zealous  Spirit  to  advocate  the  Cause  was  Shewn  by  the 
Officers,  yet  they  expressed  their  fears  that  it  would  bo  im- 
practicable to  Supply  the  Quota  of  the  County  without  the  ad- 
vance on  the  Spot.  They  also  are  of  opinion,  and  it's  ours 
that  the  men  will  March  with  much  more  elacrity  if  the  Arms 
&  other  Camp  equipage  could  be  sent  to  this  Place  which  is 
appointed  the  Kendevous  for  the  Troops  of  the  County  If 
they  are  not  gone  on  to  Reading,  We  are  confident  that  their 
being  sent  here  will  have  a  very  good  effect,  And  have  no 
Doubt  but  the  Business  will  be  efected  Satisfactorily  on  the 
terms  proposed. 

A  number  of  Officers  and  private  Citezens  have  opened  their 
purses  and  the  Bounty  has  been  paid  to  Recruits,  but  this  fund 
We  find  will  not  last.     It's,  therefore,  absolutely  necessary  ta 
success  that  a  supply,  as  well  as  a  Re-imbursment,  Should  be 
made.     W^e  have  Personally  engaged  payment  to  those  Who 
have  advanced.     In  the  Absence   of  the   Governor,   Who  in- 
formed  Us  he  intended  to  March  this  Day,  We  hope  you  will 
Use  every  indeavour  in  your  Power  to  enable  us  to  come  for- 
ward  in  a  respectable  way.     Orders  given  for  compleating  the 
Quota  in  the  County  are  Issued  and  now  executing  with  Vigure 
but  in  full  expectation  that  the  bounty  will  be  paid  on  their 
arrival  at  Newtown.  A  Few  of  the  Real  Friends  of  Government 
have  Committed  themselves  as  ansurable.     I  hope  Wo  will  not 
be  disgraced— on  your  Patriotism  and  Friendship  we  rely.    Maj'r 
Murray,  Who  can  be  very  ill  Spared  from  his  Duty,  is  requested 
to  go  to  Town  on  the  express  purpose.     He  will  communicate 
every  thing  more   particularly,  but  if  possible,   let  us  have 
2,000  dollars  and  We  will  be  answerable  for  the  money. 
Yours  with  Respect, 

FRANCIS  MURRAY,  B.  Gen'L 
JAS.  HANXA,i/.  Col 
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GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  CAPT.  RICE. 


Phila.,  22nd  Sept' r,  1794. 
Sir: — During  my  absence  from  the  city,  on  the  necessary 
Executive  duties  connected  with  the  Western  expedition,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  comply  with  such  instructions  as  you  shall 
from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Master  Warden  of  the  Port, 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  neutrality. 

Should  any  emergency  arise,  Gen'l   Stewart  will  reinforce 
your  Garrison  with  a  Competent  draft  from  the  Militia.     To 
him,  therefore,  in  such  an  event,  you  will  apply 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Capt'n  Rice,  or  The  Officer  Commanding  at  Fort  Mifflin. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  GEN.  WM.  IRVINE. 


Philad'a,  22d  SepVr,  1794. 
Dear  Sir  : — The  Governor  received  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant.  By  the  Militia  law,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General  to  distribute  all  orders  from  the  Governor,  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia,  to  the  several  Corps,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  to  notify  those  who 
are  called  into  actual  service.  But  besides  these  regulations, 
the  Governor  gave  express  instructions  to  the  Adjutant  Gen. 
•eral  to  communicate  the  General  Orders  of  the  8th  Ult.,  to  the 
Majors  Gen'l  and  Brigadier  Generals  included  in  the  requisi- 
tion. You  will,  therefore,  perceive  at  once,  that  any  omission 
in  notifying  you,  must  be  the  effect  of  accident,  and,  at  all 
events,  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  Governor.  The  Brigade  In- 
spector of  Cumberland  ought  certainly  to  have  laid  his  Orders 
before  you,  and  he  received  them  as  soon  after  they  were  is- 
6ued,  afl  an  Express  could  carry  them. 
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This  Explanation  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  satisfactory  to 
you,  and  the  Governor  confidently  relies^upon  the  full  exertion' 
of  your  influence  and  talents  at  this  important  crisis.  The 
Militia  of  the  other  States,  and  of  the  Counties  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood, are  all  in  motion.  It  has  been  hitherto,  however, 
a  matter  of  great  fatigue  to  the  Governor,  to  inform  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Counties,  so  as  to  remove  prejudices 
and  establish  the  necessity  of  immediate  exertion  on  behalf  of 
the  citizens.  With  that  view,  he  again  takes  up  his  Route 
through  the  Counties  to-morrow,  and  will  be  in  Carlisle  en 
Thursday,  the  2nd  of  October.  The  Legislature  will  probably 
adjourn  this  evening.  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  Law  which 
they  have  passed,  respecting  the  Insurrection.  They  will,  I 
think,  suspend  the  Presqu'  isle  surveys,  but  continue  the  Fort 
at  Le  Boeuf. 

It  is  rumoured  that  the  President  will  join  the  Militia  at 
Carlisle. 

I  am,  D'r  Sir, 

with  Great  regard  &  esteem,  Yours, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

To  Maj.  Gen'l  Irvixe,  Carlisle. 


MAJOR  REE3  TO  GENERAL  IIARMAR. 


Buck  Tavern,  22d  Sep')-,  1794. 

Dear  General  : — We  design  to  encamp  this  evening  one 
and-a-half  miles  above  this  Tavern  which  is  commonly  called 
"  Miller's."  The  Artillery  are  expected  to  encamp  here  also, 
their  Commissary  is  already  here  and  made  provision  for  them. 

I  learn  with  much  regret  that  there  is  yet  a  doubt  of  receiv- 
ing a  sulEciency  of  knapsacks,  which  will  be  productive  of 
very  disagreable  measures  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  with- 
out. Cusack's  Company  are  determined  not  to  march  in  the 
■morning  without.  For  God  sake  have  this  thing  attended  to, 
for  one  revolt  will  I  fear  encourage  others.  My  best  exertions 
22— Vol.  IV. 


340  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

shall  not  be  wanting  to  reconcile  every  disagreable  occurrance, 
but  this  one  wear  the  appearance  of  being  insurmountable. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  Il'ble  Serv't, 

JAMES  REES, 

D'y  Adft  Gen'l. 
JosiAn    TIakmar,   Esq..   Adjutant  General   of    Pennsylvania 
Militia. 


GEN.    JAMES    CHAMBERS   TO    SECRETARY    DALLAS. 


Loudon  Forge. 
Fraxklix  County,  Sept'r  2'2d,  1T94. 

Sir  : — I  left  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  instant  and  returned 
to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Baltimore.  On  the  16th  I  arrived 
in  Chambersburgh,  and  to  mj'  great  astonishment  found  the 
Rabble  had  raised,  what  they  Caled,  a  Liberty  polo.  Some 
of  the  most  active  of  the  inhabitants  was  at  the  time  absent, 
and  upon  the  whole,  perhaps  it  was  best,  as  ma,tters  has  Since 
taken  a  violent  Change.  When  I  came  hear  I  found  the  mag- 
istrates had  opposed  the  Sitting  of  the  pole  up,  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power,  but  was  not  Supported  by  the  majority  of  the 
Cittyzens.  They  wished  to  have  the  Royators  Subject  to  Law, 
and  (Mr.  Justice  John  Riddle,  John  Scott  and  Christian  Oys- 
ter) the  Magistrates  of  this  place  informed  me  of  their  zealous 
wish  to  have  them  brought  to  Justice.  I  advised  them  to  Call 
a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  on  the  next  morning, 
and  we  would  have  the  matter  opened  to  them  and  Shew  the 
necessity  of  Soporting  Government,  Contrassed  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  one  of  the  best  governments  in  the  wourld. 

The  Justices  Shewed  a  very  Spiritted  disposition  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  immediately  Issued  Orders  for  the  inhabitants  to 
meet  in  the  Coorthous  at  8  o'clock  the  next  morning.  That 
Evening  the  Justices  drew  up  a  very  animating  address  to  the 
people,  which  was  delivered  by  Justice  John  Riddle,  and  a 
number  of  Resolves  was  likewise  formed  for  the  people  to 
Sign,  in  order  to  be  assured  who  would  Step  forward  and  Sup- 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  341 

port  the  Justices  in  the  Execution  of  their  office   as  thpv  h. 

tTdrhe  '?'^°^"- f-y--  -  Justice:  wM'eri's„;;" 

the  M,ll,tt,a  officers  of  the  Citty  and  County  of  Philadelphia 
as  far  as  my  recollection  would  Serve  me,  but  mentiouinrtV 
matter  to  Judge  Eiddle,  he  i„forn=od  me  the  G  v"no   °  Speach 
was  ,„  the  paper  which  had  come  to  hand  the  day  before    1 
thenmenfonedlo  Judge  IWIe  that  I  would  be  hapTv  if  h. 
would  Open  the  business  and   read  the  Govouau    s'spach 
He  w,th  Chearfuloess  Undertook  the  business,  and   n  fArv 
Masterly  manner  Shewed  the  nature  of  Gove  nmen    and  Z 
-  .>ecess,ty  of  supporting  it  and  the  Evil  that  must  Tsu    ol  the 
overtarn.ng  or  giving  assistance  to  the  ooeration  of  the  laws 
made  ,n  fact  by  the  people  themselves,  as 'they  were  m  d  Tv 
the  Representatives  of  their  own  Choice.     I  then  inforn,ed  the 
tlr^rV"  ''""""^  '"'"''"^^y  Government,  and  that 
of  an  the  sf  f  1":  T"  P"'  °"'='^  State,  and  .'n  Genera 
Quel  in.  th  of  Pensylvania,  would  be  Unanimous  in 

Quelhngthemserection,     Then  the  Resolves  was  read   and  I 
found  was  Generally  aproven  of  by  all  present  and  th'e'y  were 

thle  p/e!,         ;,  T  ■"'  '^^"'^■'^y.  the  Govenaur,  that 

these  Exertions  has  worked  the  desired  Change.     The  liairis 

oran"  iTafth'^  -n.  the  very  Same  tit  Errect^df^e 
Eveniu^P  ...  """"'"  °'    •-'"^"'S  ">™  0"  Saturday 

ft  intlfo        '.,  ■  ^"^  "'*  '^'  S"'"  "''S«°»  "--t  brought 

.t  into  town,  they  were  oblidged  to  draw  the  remains  of  it  out 
of  town  agam.     The  Circumstance  was  mortifving  and  they 

ofZlr'  "'"■     '''''  S^^"-  ^-y  P-etant-and  no  pe    oT 
offered  them  any  .nsult.     It  has  worked  Such  a  Change.     I 

Pleas  r  "  '°  '  M  ''""^  '"  S^""  °-  «-'-  '»  G-'isle 
enfur  and  b",  "^  ^'^"^f'^^P^^f""  Compliments  to  the  Gov- 
enaur,  and  believe  rae  to  be  with  due 

Respect,  Your  very 

Hum'I  Serv't, 

V  p      T  *  JAMES  CHAxAIBERS. 

r^llh^C  '^'°^'  ^'°''  ^'^^^  ^^'  ^"^^  °^  ^'^''  requesting  that  I 
might  have  written  orders  forwarded,  but  the  General  Orders 
Appearing  will  perhaps  Supersced  the  Greatness  of  the  neces- 
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sity  at  this  tima  as  when  I  last  had  the  pleasure  of  Seeino^ 
you.  I  was  desired  to  Exert  my  Self  in  bringing  forward  the 
quota  of  Franklin,  but  that  order  was  Verbal  which  is  not  Mill- 
atare. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  CHAMBERS. 
A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq'r. 


GEN.  WM.  JACK  TO  GOV.  MIFFLIN. 


Greexsbukgh,  Sepi'r  22d,  1794. 

Sir: — I  think  it  m}^  duty  to  transmit  your  Excellency  an 
account  of  the  situation  of  this  County  at  the  present  crisis, 
and  the  motives  which  induced  me  to  call  into  service  a  small 
corps  of  Militia,  to  assist  in  preserving  Peace,  and  warding  oft" 
any  attack  on  the  County  Town,  Where  the  public  Records  are 
kept,  and  in  which  the  adjoining  Counties  are  interested  as 
well  as  this. 

Untill  the  Disturbances  took  place,  soon  after  the  arrival  of 
the  Federal  Marshall,  the  people  of  this  County,  altho'  gener- 
ally averse  to  the  Duty  on  Spirits,  thought  very  little  about  it, 
and  I  have  reason  to  presum  many  of  the  principal  Distillars 
would  have  entred  rather  than  subjected  themselves  to  a  prose- 
cution, the  flame  was  soon  communicated,  and  many  from 
difierent  views  tather  encouraged  opposition  than  otherwise, 
whilst  those  who  failed  of  otlier  reasons  made  use  of  threats, 
to  accomplish  their  views.  The  enclosed  paper,  sent  to  a  Dis. 
tiller  in  this  county,  shows  the  mode  of  Invitation  from  Wash- 
ington ;  but  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  open  as  well  as 
deseguised  menaces  of  burning.  Sec,  had  the  greatest  efl'ect  in 
collecting  the  small  number  that  went  from  Westmoreland  to 
Braddock's  field. 

The  vigorous  measures  proposed  by  Government,  as  well  as 
the  just  fears  of  all  good  citizen^:,  and  the  danger  to  persons 
and  property,  all  had  their  efiect  in  allaying  the  ferment.  The 
people,  however,  revolted  at  the  Idea  of  submitting  to  the 
Law  complained  of,  as  settled  with  the  commissioners  met  at 


"  WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  313 

Pittsburgh.  Cousiderable  pains  was  used  at  this  place  to  prc- 
cure  the  signing  required,  and  I  firmly  believe  but  for  the 
steady  countenance  and  determination  of  a  few  among  us,  no 
signing  at  all  would  have  taken  place.  The  Germans  who  arc 
thick  settled  in  this  Neighborhood,  being  from  ignorance  of 
our  Language,  more  easily  imposed  upon,  were  e.xtreamly 
unwilling,  and  even  shewed  a  disposition  which  I  did  not  ex- 
pect from  those  habits  of  Industry  to  which  they  are  used. 

On  the  11th  inst ,  the  day  fixed,  only  about  SO  came  for- 
ward to  sign  out  of  several  hundreds  met ;  frequent  attempts 
were  made  by  some  to  intimidate  and  create  mischief ;  at  length 
some  of  the  ringleaders  attempted  to  snatch  the  papers  in  or- 
der to  destroy  them,  but  were  prevented.  Those  who  were 
known  to  have  signed  have  been  more  or  less  threatened  ever 
since,  by  a  set  of  worthless  fellows. 

An  association  was  set  on  foot  in  the  Town,  the  13th  Instant, 
for  protection  and  mutual  safety,  and  was  generally  agreed  to, 
even  by  some  of  those  who  did  not  like  the  declaration,  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Laws.  On  the  16th,  being  assured  of  an  attempt, 
set  on  foot  by  a  Lieut.  Straw,  to  raise  a  party  to  come  to  Town 
with  the  pretense  of  getting  the  papers,  I  thought  it  most  ad- 
visable to  issue  a  Warrant,  and  Committed  him  to  Goal. 

Being  joined  by  a  Number  of  friends  to  peace  from  the  coun- 
try, I  went  with  a  party  of  about  50  men  to  a  House  where 
the  said  Straw's  party  was  to  collect,  about  a  mile  from  Town, 
Where  we  found  about  thirty  persons  who  Declared  in  favour 
of  peace,  and  not  finding  some  of  those  among  them  who  had 
been  the  most  active,  we  thought  it  best  to  be  satisfied  with 
their  assurances. 

To  put  a  Check  to  further  Combinations  of  this  kind,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  (on  a  consultation  among  the  citizens  of  the 
Town,  and  some  who  had  come  from  the  country.  Particularly 
Mr.  Findley  and  Mr.  Porter)  to  have  a  party  raised  to  be 
ready  on  any  Emergency.  In  consequence  I  have  given  In- 
structions for  calling  out  a  Lieut,  and  30  Volunteers  Militia 
to  rendevouzo  here  this  week.  The  number  to  be  augmented, 
if  occasion  requires  ;  but  I  hope  this  will  not  be  necessary — 
the  more  especially  as  the  Troops  ordered  by  the  Executive  are 
now  supposed  to  be  on  their  March. 
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For  your  Excellency's  satisfaction  I  transmit  you  a  copy  of 
the  Letter  from  the  Citizens  to  me,  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
quest your  sanction  to  the  measure  I  have  undertaken. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  Most  obcd.  Humble  Serv't., 

WM.  JACK. 


GOYEPtNOR   MIFFLIN    TO    GEN.    WALTER    STE\YART. 


Philadelphia,  22d  Sei^Vr,  1794. 
Sir  : — Should  any  emergency  arise,  I  have  directed  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Mifflin  to  apply  to  j'ou  for  a  reinforce- 
ment of  his  Garrison,  by  such  drafts  from  the  j\Iilitia,  as  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  necessary  to  preserve  the  peace  and  neu- 
trality of  the  Port.  You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  attend 
to  any  applications  of  that  kind  ;  but,  if  the  service  will  admit 
of  it,  I  wish  the  drafts  to  be  made  from  the  Militia  of  Dela- 
ware county,  whose  quota  for  the  western  expedition,  has, 
with  that  view,  been  made  proportionally  small.  In  case  you 
shall  find  that  arrangement  proper  and  practicable,  you  will 
suggest  it  to  General  Humpton,  who  commands  the  Division 
of  Militia  that  includes  the  Delaware  Brigade. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

To  Maj'r  Gen'l  Stewart. 


GOYERNOR   MIFFLIN   TO    GEN.  RICHARD  HUMPTON. 


PniLADELrniA,  12nd  Sept'r,  1794. 
Sir: — I  have  left  the  quota  of  Delaware  Count}'  for  the 
Western  expedition,  proportionally  small,  with  a  view  to  draw 
from  the  Militia  of  that  Brigade,  any  reinforcement  that  .may 
be  necessary  to  enable  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Mifflin,  to  preserve 
effectually  the  peace  and  neutrality  of  the  Port.     In  the  first 
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instance,  however,  the  nature  of  the  service  will  require  au 
application  to  Maj.  Gen'i  Stewart,  the  Commander  of  the  First 
Division,  and  if  he  finds  it  proper  and  practicable  to  draft  an}- 
force,  which  an  emergency  may  require,  from  your  Division, 
he  is  requested  to  refer  the  subject  to  you  with  all  possible 
dispatch. 

The  discharge  of  some  important  Executive  duties  will  re- 
quire my  absence,  for  some  time,  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment ;  but  I  have  made  such  arrangements  as  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, prevent  any  impediment  or  injury  in  transacting  the 
public  business.  As  far  as  rests  with  you,  I  rely  upon  a 
prompt  and  faithful  assistance. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Serv-t, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN.* 

To  Maj'r  General  UciirTOx. 


CAPT.  JOHN  WUODSIDE  TO  SECEETAKY  DALLAS. 


Fhilxd'a,  SepVr  23rd,  1794. 

Sir: — Last  evening  I  informed  the  Governor,  by  letter,  that 
I  had  notified  my  company,  and  should  meet  this  morning  to 
propose  to  my  men  a  voluntary  ofi'er  of  their  services,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  governor's  request  that  another  comp.  of  ar- 
tillery might  be  voluntarily  furnished,  and  that  I  would  wait 
upon  him  this  morning  previously  to  the  meeting,  and  receive 
his  instructions. 

As  I  was  on  my  way  to  the  State  House  this  morning,  and 
before  I  waited  upon  the  governor,  it  occurred  to  mo  that  as 
my  company  was  the  Gth  in  rotine  of  duty,  and  the  officers  of 
the  Reg't  of  artillery,  at  a  full  meeting,  had  agreed  to  do  duty 
by  companies,  and  in  their  proper  tours,  that  the  captains  of 
the  3d  &  5th  companies  might  consider  my  turning  out  upon 
this  request  as  a  violation  of  that  agreement,  I  suggested  this 
idea  to  the  Governor ;  but  that  gentleman  was  so  hurried  in 
preparation  for  his  departure,  that  he  could  not  well  hear  me 
upon  a  point  which  I  esteemed  of  some  delicacy  :  and  as  I  con- 
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sidered  myself  competent  to  judge  what  was  proper  to  be  done 
in  this  case,  I  waited  upon  tlie  captains  whose  tour  preceded 
mine,  determined  with  submission  to  divine  providence,  if  they 
declined,  that  I  would  take  prompt  measures  to  recruit  &  equip 
my  Company,  &  be  ready  to  march  as  soon  as  possible. 

Not  seeing  Capt.  Skerret  of  the  3d  in  the  first  instance,  I 
called  upon  Capt.  Ilanse  of  the  5th  Comp,,  who  declined,  as- 
suring me  that  his  business  was  in  such  a  state  that  he  could 
not  leave  it  without  the  greatest  injury.  There  remained  noth- 
ing in  the  way  of  ray  turning  out,  but  the  declension  of  Capt. 
Skerret,  in  company  with  w^hom  I  waited  upon  the  Governor, 
who  asked  me  if  1  was  ready.  My  reply  was,  my  men  were 
then  assembling,  that  no  doubt  numbers  would  march  as  vol- 
unteers, and  that  any  deficiency  might  be  made  up  by  other 
volunteers,  but  that  it  now  lay  with  Capt.  Skerret  to  say 
whether  I  was  to  march  or  not,  as  my  regard  to  order  and  our 
agreement  led  me  to  put  the  business  at  his  option  ;  for  if  he 
would  not  go,  I  would  be  ready  to  march  with  all  possible 
expedition. 

The  Governor  knows  the  result ;  and  as  Capt.  Skerret  has 
undertaken  to  march  his  company,  I  only  wait  to  know  if  mine 
shall  be  wanted,  and  will  endeavour  to  evidence  a  promptitude 
in  equipment  when  necessary,  and  a  readiness  to  march  as 
volunteers  when  directed.  Till  which  time  we  shall  be  in 
waiting,  but  not  proceed  to  uniforming  the  men,  as  that  adopted 
is  only  temporary  and  not  Regimental,  which  we  shall  never- 
theless conform  to  if  called  upon  this  emergency.  I  have 
thought  proper  to  trouble  you,  Sir,  with  this  statement  of 
facts,  as  my  letter  of  last  evening,  and  my  not  marching,  can- 
not be  reconciled  without  this  explanation. 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  due  regard,  your  obed't  Serv't, 

JNO.  WOODSIDE, 
.  Capt.  Qlh  Covij).  of  Arlillcry. 
A.  J.  Dallas,  Secretary,  &c.,  Ice. 
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FRANCIS    J.    SMITH,    OF     NORTHAMPTON,    TO    GOV- 
ERNOR MIFFLIN. 


Lower  Smithfield,  Northampton  County, 
'IZd  Stj-^temher,  1794. 
Sir  : — Wheile  I  was  preparing  to  join  the  volontairs  in  the 
City,  pursuant  to  your  Proclamation,  I  became  informed  by  a 
Respectable  character  of  the  Legislature  for  our  County,  that 
a  Certain  Character  of  influence  in  this  County  was  obstruct- 
ing the  views  of  our  Government.     On  the  19th  instant  I  Left 
the  City  and  hastened  to  the  Spot  to  Conteract  an  Sinister  im- 
pression his  influence  might  have  occasioned.    As  I  proceeded 
farther  in  the  County,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  aggreably 
disappointed,  and  the  satisfaction  of  finding  a  People  chiefly 
impressed  with  one  mind  reddy  to   Support  Government.     I 
come  home  the  21,  where  I  found  one  of  my  children  very  Sick, 
&  wheile  I  am  attending  her,  have  ordered  my  Son  Francis 
Alex'dre  to  equip  him  Self  immediatly   in  order  to  join  your 
Excellency's  Standard,  having  been  Lately  an  oflicer  in  An 
Hungharian  Reg't  of  Hussars,  in  which  he  obtained  a  Cap't's 
Commission.     I  Can't  have  the  Least  doubt  but  what  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  military  Subordination,  and  I  Do  indulge  the  hope 
that  the  Same  Spirit,  which  induced  him  to  hunt  a  Father  in 
America,  will  actuate  him  in  Support  of  a  Government  v/hose 
Laws  he  has  cheerfully  embraced  &  Sworn  to  Support.  As  he  ob- 
jected against  Serving  in  the  Northampton  County  troop  of  horse 
for  particular  Reasons,  I  have  advised  him  to  join  Suche  troop  of 
Volontairs  as  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  Direct.     I  flat- 
ter my  Self,  that  by  his  Conduct,  he  will  endeavour  to  Deserve 
particularly  Your  Excellency's  Esteem,  and  that  of  his  Supe- 
rior oflScers,  to  whom  I  Could  have  wished  to  introduce  him  as 
he  is  yet  a  Stranger  in  this  Country.     For  my  part,  I  Shall 
hold  my  Self  in  readiness  to  execute  Suche  orders  your  Excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  impose  on  me.    If  there  Should  be  Oc- 
casion for  an  experienced  officer  of  artillery,  1  take  the  freedom 
to  propose  to  Your  Excellency,  Monsieur  Vannier,  former  Com- 
mandant of  Artillery  of  St.  Domingo,  Majoi^ of  artillery  under 
the  Late  King,  who  Livcth  with  me.     If  need  I  Shall  endeav- 
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our  to  prevail  on  him  to  join  me,  or  if  woodsmen  Should  be 
tought  wanting  I  Shall  exert  my  Self  in  promoting  Sucho  in- 
structions as  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  charge  me 
with.  I  have  the  honour  of  Subscribing  my  Self  with  as  much 
Esteem  as  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obed't 

&  humble  Servant, 

FRANCIS  J.  SMITH. 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  Governor  &  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


REPORT  OF  THE   UNITED    STATES   COMMISSIONERS. 


Philadelphia,  September  24,  1794. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  confer  with  the  citizens  in 
the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  submit  peaceably  to  the  laws,  and  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  using  coercion  to  enforce  their  execution,  respectfully  re- 
port to  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

That  in  pursuance  of  their  instructions  they  repaired  to  the 
Western  counties,  and,  on  their  arrival  there,  found  that  the 
spirit  of  disaffection  had  pervaded  other  parts  of  the  fourth 
survey  of  Pennsylvania  besides  those  counties  declared  to  be 
in  a  state  of  insurrection  ;  that  all  the  oflSces  of  inspection  es- 
tablished therein  had  lately  been  violently  suppressed,  and  that 
a  meeting  of  persons,  chosen  by  most  of  the  townships,  was 
assembled  at  Parkinson's  ferry,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  situation  of  the  Western  country.  This  as- 
sembly, composed  of  citizens  coming  from  every  part  of  the 
fourth  survey,  would  have  furnished  a  favorable  opportunitj' 
for  a  conference  and  mutual  explanation  ;  but  as  they  met  in 
the  open  fields,  and  were  exposed  to  the  impressions  of  a 
number  of  rash  and  violent  men  (some  of  them  armed)  who 
surrounded  them,  an  immediate  communication  with  the  whole 
body  would  have  been  inconvenient  and  hazardous.  The 
meeting  was  probably  of  that  opinion  also  ;  for,  soon  after 
the   appointment  of  commissioners  was  announced  to  them. 
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they  resolved  that  a  committee,  to  cousist  of  three  persons 
from  each  county,  should  be  appointed  to  meet  any  commis- 
sioners that  might  have  been  or  might  be  appointed  by  the 
Government ;  and  that  tbey  should  report  the  result  of  their 
conference  to  the  standing  committee,  which  was  to  be  com- 
posed of  one  person  from  each  township.  As  soon  as  this 
committee  of  conference  were  nominated  they  agreed  to  meet 
at  Pittsburg,  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month. 

The  underwritten  accordingly  repaired  to  that  place,  and 
were  soon  after  joined  by  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean  and 
William  Irvine,  Esquires,  who  had  been  appointed  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania.  A  full 
and  free  communication  was  immediately  had  with  those  gen- 
tlemen, as  to  the  powers  delegated,  and  the  measures  proper 
to  be  pursued  at  the  expected  conference. 

On  the  day  appointed,  a  sub-committee  of  the  conferees 
waited  On  the  commissioners,  and  arranged  with  them  the 
time,  place  and  manner  of  conference.  It  was  agreed  that  it 
should  be  had  the  next  morning  at  the  house  of  John  McMas- 
ters,  in  Pittsburgh,  and  should  be  private. 

On  the  21st,  all  the  commissioners  met  the  conferees  at  the 
place  appointed.  Of  the  latter,  there  were  present  John  Kirk- 
patrick,  George  Smith  and  John  Powers,  from  AVestmoreland 
county;  David  Bradford,  James  Marshall  and  James  Edgar, 
from  Washington  county;  Edward  Cook,  Albert  Gallatin  and 
James  Lang,  from  Fayette  county  ;  Thomas  Morton,  John  Lu- 
cas, 11.  II.  Brackenridge,  from  Allegheny  county  :  together 
with  William  M'Kiniey,  William  Sutherland  and  Robeit  Ste- 
venson, who  were  inhabitants  of  Ohio  county,  in  A'irginia. 

The  conference  was  begun  by  the  underwritten,  who  ex- 
pressed the  concern  they  felt  at  the  events  which  had  occa- 
sioned that  meeting,  but  declared  their  intention  to  avoid  any 
unnecessary  observations  upon  them,  since  it  was  their  busi- 
ness to  endeavor  to  compose  the  disturbances  which  prevailed, 
and  to  restore  the  authority  of  the  laws  by  measures  wholly 
of  a  conciliator_y  nature. 

It  was  then  stated,  that  the  formal  resistance  whicii  had 
lately  been  given  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  violated 
the  great  principle  on  which  republican  Government  is  founded  ; 
that  every  such  Government  must,  at  all  hazards,  enforce  obe- 
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dience  to  the  general  -will,  and  that,  so  long  as  they  admitted 
themselves  to  be  a  part  of  the  nation,  it  was  manifestly  absurd 
to  oppose  the  national  authority. 

The  underwritten  then  proceeded  to  state  the  obligations 
which  lay  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  executed  ;  the  measures  he  had  taken  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  his  desire  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  coercion  ;  and  the 
general  nature  of  the  powers  ho  had  vested  in  them;  and, 
finally,  requested  to  know  whether  the  conferees  could  give 
any  assurances  of  a  disposition  in  the  people  to  submit  to  the 
laws  or  would  recommend  such  submission  to  them. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, then  addresspd  the  conferees  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
disturbances  in  that  country  ;  forcibly  represented  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  of  such  conduct ;  explained  the  nature 
of  their  mission,  and  declared  they  were  ready  to  promise,  in 
behalf  of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  Slate,  a  full  pardon 
and  indemnity  for  all  that  was  past  on  condition  of  an  entire 
submission  to  the  laws. 

On  the  part  of  the  conferees,  a  narrative  was  given  of  those 
causes  of  discontent  and  uneasiness,  which,  very  generally, 
prevailed  in  the  minds  of  the  people  in  the  Western  counties, 
and  which  had  discovered  themselves  in  the  late  transactions. 
Many  of  these,  they  said,  had  long  existed,  and  some  of  them 
from  the  settlement  of  that  country.  Among  other  causes  of 
discontent,  they  complained  of  the  decisions  of  the  State 
courts,  which  discountenanced  improvement  titles,  and  gave 
preference  to  paper  titles,  of  the  war  which  had  so  long  vexed 
the  frontiers,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  that  war  had  been 
conducted.  They  complained  that  they  had  been  continually 
harassed  by  militia  duty,  in  being  called  out  by  the  State 
Government  to  repel  incursions,  &c.;  the  General  Government 
had  been  inattentive  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
respecting  the  western  posts,  and  remiss  in  asserting  the  claim 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi ;  that  the  acts  for  raising 
a  revenue  on  distilled  spirits  were  unequal  and  oppressive,  in 
consequence  of  their  local  circumstances ;  that  Congress  had 
neglected  their  remonstrances  and  petitions,  and  that  there  was 
great  hardship  in  being  summoned  to  answer  for  penalties  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  at  a  distance  from  the  vicinage. 
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They  also  mentioned  the  suspension  of  the  settlement  at 
Presqu*  isle,  the  engrossing  of  large  quantities  of  land  in  the 
State  by  individuals,  the  killing  of  certain  persons  at  General 
Neville's  house,  and  the  sending  of  soldiers  from  the  garrison 
^t  Pittsburg  to  defend  his  house,  as  causes  of  irritation  among 
the  people.  To  these  they  added  the  appointment  of  General 
Neville  as  inspector  of  the  surve3%  whose  former  popularity 
had  made  his  acceptance  of  that  oflSce  particularly  offensive. 

They  said  they  were  persuaded  that  the  persons  who  were 
the  actors  in  the  late  disturbances  had  not  originally  intended 
to  have  gone  so  far  as  they  had  gone,  but  were  led  to  it  from 
the  obstinacy  of  those  who  refuse  to  do  what  was  demanded 
of  them  ;  that  the  forcible  opposition  which  had  been  made  to 
the  law  was  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  grievance,  but  if  there 
was  any  prospect  of  redress,  no  people  would  be  more  willing 
to  show  themselves  good  citizens. 

The  commissioners  expressed  their  surprise  at  the  extent  of 
these  complaints,  and  intimated  that  if  all  these  matters  were 
really  causes  of  uneasiness  and  disaffection  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  Government  to  satisfj' 
them.  But  as  some  of  these  complaints  were  of  a  nature  more 
serious  than  others,  though  they  could  not  speak  officially,  they 
stated  what  was  generally  understood  as  to  the  conduct,  meas- 
ures, and  expectations  of  Government  respecting  the  Missis- 
sippi navigation  ;  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  the  suspension  of  the 
settlement  at  Presqu'isle,  &c.  ;  that  as  to  the  acts  of  Congress 
which  had  been  forcibly  opposed,  if  it  were  proper  they  should 
be  repealed,  Congress  alone  could  do  it ;  but  that  while  they 
were  laws,  they  must  be  carried  into  execution  ;  that  the  peti- 
tions of  the  Western  counties  had  not  been  neglected,  nor  their 
interests  over-looked  ;  that,  in  fact,  the  local  interests  of  those 
counties  were  better  represented  than  those  of  any  other  part 
of  the  State ;  they  having  no  less  than  three  gentlemen  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  when  it  appeared  by  the  census  that 
their  numbers  would  not  entitle  them  to  two  ;  that  the  acts  in 
question  had  been  often  under  the  consideration  of  Congress  ; 
that  they  had  always  been  supported  by  a  considerable  majori- 
ty, in  which  they  would  find  the  names  of  several  gentlemen, 
considered,  in  those  counties,  as  the  firmest  friends  of  their 
country ;  that,  aUhough  the  general  interests  of  the  Union  did 
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not  admit  of  a  repeal,  modifications  had  been  made  in  the  law, 
and  some  favorable  alterations  in  consequence  of  their  repre- 
sentations ;  and  that,  at  the  last  session,  the  State  courts  had 
been  vested  with  a  jurisdiction  over  offenses  against  those  acts, 
which  would  enable  the  President  to  remove  one  of  their  prin- 
cipal complaints  ;  that  the  convenience  of  the  people  had  been, 
and  would  always  be,  consulted  by  the  Government ;  and  the 
conferees  w^ere  desired  to  say  if  there  was  anything  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive  that  yet  remained  to  be  done,  to  make 
the  execution  of  the  acts  convenient  and  agreeableto  the  people. 

One  of  the  conferees  then  inquired  whether  the  President 
could  not  suspend  the  execution  of  the  excise  acts  until  the 
meeting  of  Congress  ;  but  he  was  interrupted  by  others,  who 
declared  that  they  considered  such  a  measure  as  impracticable. 
The  commissioners  expressed  their  same  opinion  ;  and  the  con- 
versation then  became  more  particular,  respecting  the  powers 
the  commissioners  possessed ;  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
the  conferees  expressing  their  sense  upon  the  proposals  to  be 
made,  and  of  their  calling  the  standing  committee  together 
before  the  Ist  of  September.  But  as  it  was  agreed  that  the 
propositions  and  answers  should  be  reduced  to  writing,  the 
result  is  contained  in  the  documents  annexed,  and  it  appears- 
unnecessary  to  detail  the  conference  further. 

The  underwritten  accordingly  presented  to  the  conferees  a 
letter,  (of  which  a  copy  marked  No.  1  is  annexed  ;)  and  the 
following  day  they  received  an  answer  from  them,  in  which 
they  declare  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  Executive  had,  in 
its  proposals,  gone  as  far  as  could  be  expected  ;  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  was  the  interest  of  the  countr}^  to  accede  to  the 
law  ;  and  that  they  would  endeavor  to  conciliate  not  only  the 
committee  to  whom  they  were  to  report,  but  the  public  mind 
in  general  to  their  sense  of  the  subject.  (A  copy  of  this  let- 
ter also  is  annexed.  No.  2.) 

The  underwritten  then  proceeded  to  state,  in  writing,  what 
assurances  of  submission  would  be  deemed  lull  and  satisfac- 
tory, and  to  detail  more  particularlythe  engagements  they  had 
power  to  make.  This  detail  was  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  a  sub-committee  of  the  conferees,  who  candidly  suggested 
such  alterations  as  appeared  to  them  necessary  to  render  the 
proposals  acceptable.     From  a  desire  to  accommodate,  most 
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of  the  alterations  suggested  by  those  gentlemen  were  adopted; 
and  though  some  of  them  were  rejected,  the  reasons  given  ap- 
peared to  be  satisfactory,  and  no  farther  objections  remained. 
— (A  copy  of  this  detail  is  marked  No.  3.) 

The  conferees,  on  the  following  day,  explicitly  approved  of 
the  detail  thus  settled,  engaged  to  recommend  the  proposals  to 
the  people,  and  added  that  however  it  might  be  received,  they 
were  persuaded  nothing  more  could  be  done  by  the  commis- 
sioners, or  them,  to  bring  the  business  to  an  accommodation. 
— (No.  4,  is  a  copy  of  their  letter.) 

So  far  as  this  letter  respects  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio  coun- 
ty, in  Virginia,  a  reply  was  made,  and  some  arrangements  en- 
tered into  with  them,  the  nature  and  extent  of  which  appear 
by  the  correspondence. — (Copies  of  which  are  annexed,  num- 
bered 5,  6,  7  and  8.) 

The  hopes  excited  by  the  favorable  issue  of  this  conference 
were  not  realized  by  a  correspondent  conduct  in  the  citizens 
who  composed  what  was  called  "  the  standing  committee."' 
They  assembled  at  Brownsville  (Redstone  Old  Fort)  on  the 
28th  August,  and  broke  up  on  the  29th,  and,  on  the  following 
day,  a  letter  was  received  from  Edward  Cook,  their  chairman, 
announcing  that  difficulties  had  arisen,  and  that  a  new  com- 
mittee of  conference  was  appointed  ;  and  although  the  resolve 
which  is  annexed  was  passed,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  assur- 
ances of  submission  which  had  been  demanded  had  been  given. 
— (Copies  of  this  letter  and  resolve  are  marked  Nos,  9  and  10.) 

The  underwritten  were  informed  by  several  of  the  members 
of  that  meeting,  as  well  as  other  citizens  who  were  present  at 
it,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  the  pro- 
posals of  the  commissioners  were  unfavorably  received,  that 
rebellion  and  hostile  resistance  against  the  United  States  were 
publicly  recommended  by  some  of  the  members,  and  that  so 
excessive  a  spirit  prevailed  that  it  was  not  thought  prudent  or 
safe  to  urge  a  compliance  with  the  terms  and  preliminaries  pre- 
scribed by  the  underwritten  or  the  commissioners  from  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  All  that  could  be  obtained  was 
the  resolve  already  mentioned,  the  question  upon  it  being  de- 
cided by  ballot,  by  which  means  each  member  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  concealing  his  opinion  and  of  sheltering  himself  from 
the  resentment  of  those  from  whom  violence  was  apprehended. 
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But  notwithstanding  this  caution,  the  opinion  was  so  far  from 
being  unanimous,  that  out  of  fifty-seven  votes,  there  were 
twenty-three  nays,  leaving  a  majority  of  only  eleven,  and  the 
underwritten  have  been  repeatedly  assured  by  different  members 
of  that  meeting  that  if  the  question  had  been  publicly  put,  it 
would  have  been  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

With  a  view  of  counteracting  the  arts  and  influence  of  the 
violent,  the  underwritten,  on  the  27th  August,  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  late  conferees  authorizing  them  to  assure  the 
friends  of  order,  who  might  be  disposed  to  exert  themselves 
to  restore  the  authority  of  the  laws,  that  they  might  rely  on 
the  protection  of  Government  and  that  measures  would  be 
taken  to  suppress- and  punish  the  violence  of  those  individuals 
who  might  dissent  from  the  general  sentiment.  This  letter  (a 
copy  of  which  is  marked  No.  11)  was  delivered  to  one  of  the 
conferees  going  to  Brownsville,  but  he  afterwards  informed 
the  underwritten  that  the  gentlemen  to  whom  it  was  addressed 
did  not  "  think  it  prudent  to  make  an}'  use  of  it,  as  the  tem- 
per which  prevailed  was  such  that  it  would  probably  have 
done  more  harm  than  good," 

The  conduct  of  the  meeting  at  Brownsville,  notwithstand- 
ing the  thin  veil  thrown  over  it  by  the  resolve  already  men- 
•tioned,  was  said  to  be  considered  b}'  many  and  especially  by 
the  violent  party  as  a  rejection  of  the  terms.  It  was  certainly 
a  partial  rejection  of  those  proposed  by  the  underwritten,  and 
^  total  one  of  the  preliminaries  prescribed  by  the  State  com- 
missioners who  had  required  assurances  from  the  members  of 
that  meeting  only  and  not  from  the  people  themselves. 

Having,  therefore,  no  longer  any  hopes  of  a  universal  cr 
even  general  submission,  it  was  deemed  necessary,  by  a  solemn 
appeal  to  the  people,  to  ascertain  as  clearly  as  possible  the  de- 
termination of  every  individual  to  encourage  and  oblige  the 
friends  of  order  to  declare  themselves,  to  re-call  as  many  cf 
the  disaffected  as  possible  to  their  duty  by  assurances  of  par- 
don dependent  on  their  individual  conduct,  and  to  learn  with 
certainty  what  opposition  Government  might  expect  if  military 
coercion  should  be  finally  unavoidable. 

To  secure  these  advantages,  the  underwritten  were  of  opinion 
.that  the  assurances  of  submission  required  of  the  people  ought 
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not  only  to  be  publicl}'  given,  but  ought  also  to  be  reduced  to 
writing  ;  and  that  the  state  of  each  county  should  be  certified 
by  those  who  were  to  superintend  the  meetings  at  which  the 
disposition  of  the  people  was  to  be  ascertained. 

On  the  1st  instant,  nine  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the 
meeting  at  Brownsville,  assembled  at  Pittsburgh,  and  in  the 
afternoon  requested  a  conference  with  the  commissioners, 
which  was  agreed  to.  They  produced  the  resolves  by  which 
they  were  appointed,  and  entered  into  some  explanation  of 
the  nature  of  their  visit;  but  being  desired  to  communicate  it 
in  writing,  they  withdrew,  and  soonafter  sent  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  to  which  an  answer  was  immediately  written. 
(Copies  of  these  letters  are  annexed,  Nos.  12  and  13.) 

As  no  part  of  their  letter,  although  addressed  to  the  comv 
missioners  from  Pennsylvania,  related  to  the  preliminaries  pre- 
scribed by  them,  they  made  no  answer  in  writing,  but  in  a 
conference  held  the  next  morning  with  those  nine  gentlemen, 
they  verbally  declared  to  them  their  entire  concurrence  in  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  letter  from  the  underwritten  ;  and 
they  expressed,  at  some  length,  their  surprise  and  regret  at 
the  conduct  of  the  meeting  at  Brownsville,  The  conferees  de- 
clared themselves  satisfied  with  the  answer  they  had  received  ; 
avowed  an  entire  conviction  of  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
an  early  submis3ion  in  (he  manner  proposed,  and  ofi'ered  imme- 
diately to  enter  into  the  detail  for  settling  the  time,  place  and 
■manner  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  people.  (A  copy  of  their 
letter,  which  also  expresses  these  sentiments,  is  annexed  No. 
14.) 

It  was  accordingly  agreed  between  the  commissioners  on 
the  one  part  and  these  gentlemen  on  the  other,  that  the  people 
should  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  determi- 
nation and  giving  the  assurances  required,  on  the  11th  instant, 
and  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  public  sentiments  of  the  citi- 
zens resident  in  the  fourth  survey  of  Pennsylvania,  was  clearly 
and  definitely  prescribed  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  who 
Avere  present  at  the  conference,  it  was  evident  that  circum- 
23— Vol.  IV. 
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stances  might  arise  to  prevent  the  real  disposition  of  the  citi- 
zens from  being  fully  ascertained  at  these  meetings,  and  that 
even  arts  might  be  used  to  procure  such  an  expression  of  the 
public  mind,  that,  while  it  held  up  an  appearance  of  submis- 
sion, might  be  in  reality,  a  false  and  delusive  representation 
of  it.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  that  persons  of  character 
from  every  township  or  district,  (who  might  be  able,  from 
their  own  knowledge  or  the  comparison  of  all  circumstances, 
justly  to  appreciate  the  public  opinion,)  should  assemble  and 
jointly  certify  their  opinion  whether  there  was  such  a  gt^neral 
submission  in  their  respective  counties  or  not,  that  the  laws 
could  be  peaceably  carried  into  execution.  For  the  same  pur- 
pose, it  was  agreed  to  be  proper,  that  the  number  of  those 
who  openly  refused,  as  well  as  of  those  who  promised  to  sub- 
mit, in  their  respective  townships  or  districts,  should  be  re- 
ported to  the  commissioners,  (A  copy  of  this  agreement, 
marked  No.  15,  is  annexed.) 

It  appears  that  meetings  were  held  in  the  several  counties 
in  pursuance  of  this  agreement ;  but  the  underwritten,  with 
extreme  regret,  find  themselves  obliged  to  report,  that  in  the 
returns  made  to  them,  no  opinions  are  certified  that  there  is  so 
general  a  submission  in  any  one  of  the  counties,  that  an  oflace 
of  inspection  can  be  immediately  and  safely  established  therein, 
on  the  contrary,  the  report  of  those  who  superintended  the 
meeting  in  Westmoreland,  states  their  opinion  to  be,  that  such 
a  measure  would  not  be  safe. 

From  Allegheny  county  no  report  whatever  has  been  re- 
ceived ;  and  although  it  is  understood  that  a  very  great  ma- 
jority of  those  assembled  in  the  Pittsburg  district  actually 
subscribed  the  declarations  required,  yet  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  there  was  a  favorable  issue  in  any  other  district. 
Information  has  been  received  that  great  violence  prevailed  in 
one  of  them,  and  that  in  another  the  majority  declared  their 
determination  not  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

From  Washington  county  a  general  return  was  duly  trans- 
mitted to  one  of  the  commissioners  at  Uniontown,  signed  by 
twenty-eight  of  the  superintendents  of  the  meeting ;  they  do 
not,  however,  state  the  number  of  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
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question  for  submission  ;  they  decline  giving"  any  opinion 
whether  there  is  such  a  general  submission  that  an  office  of 
iaspection  may  be  established  therein,  but  certify  their  opinion 
and  belief  "that  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  will  acqui- 
esce and  submit  to  the  said  law,  under  a  hope  and  firm  belief 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  repeal  the  law." 

The  report  from  the  superintendents  in  AVcstmoreland  coun- 
ty, is  equally  defective,  in  not  stating  the  numbers  as  required  ; 
but  it  certifies  their  opinion  that  as  ill-disposed  lawless  per- 
sons could  suddenly  assemble  and  ofl'er  violence,  it  would  net 
be  safe  immediately  to  establish  an  ofiice  of  inspection  in  that 
county. 

The  county  of  Fayette  rejected  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
sense  of  the  people,  which  had  been  settled  between  the  under- 
written and  the  last  committee  of  conference  at  Pittsburg. 

The  standing  committee  of  that  county  directed  those  quali- 
fied by  the  laws  of  the  State  for  voting  at  elections,  to  assemble 
in  their  election  districts,  and  vote  by  ballot  whether  they 
would  accede  to  the  proposals  made  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  22d  of  August,  or  not.  The  super- 
intendents of  these  election  districts,  report  that  five  hundred 
and  sixty  of  the  people  thus  convened,  had  voted  for  submis- 
sion, and  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  had  voted  againet 
it ;  that  no  judge  or  member  of  their  committee  had  attended 
from  the  fourth  district  of  the  county,  to  report  the  state  of 
the  votes  there,  and  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  who  did  not  attend,  are  disposed  to  be- 
have peaceably  and  with  due  submission  to  the  laws.  But  it 
is  proper  to  mention,  that  credible  and  certain  information  has 
been  received,  that  in  the  fourth  district  of  that  county,  (com- 
posed of  the  townships  of  Tyrone  and  Bullskin,)  of  which  the 
standing  committee  have  given  no  account,  six-sevenths  of 
those  wiio  voted  were  for  resistance.  (Copies  of  the  reports 
stated  are  annexed,  and  numbered  16,  17,  18.) 

From  that  part  of  Bedford  county  which  is  comprehended 
within  the  fourth  survey  of  Pennsylvania,  no  report  or  returns 
have  been  sent  forward  nor  has  any  information  been  received 
that  the  citizens  assembled  there  for  the  purpose  of  declaring 
their  opinions  upon  questions  proposed. 
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The  v/rilteii  assurances  of  submission  which  have  been  re- 
ceived l»y  the  commissioners  are  not  numerous,  nor  were  they 
given  by  al!  those  who  expressed  a  willingness  to  obey  the 
laws.  In  Fayette  county  a  different  plan  being  pursued,  no 
v/ritten  assurances  were  given  in  the  manner  required.  In  the 
three  other  counties  which,  Irom  the  census  taken  under  the 
laws  of  the  State,  appear  to  contain  abo\'e  eleven  thousand 
taxable  inhabitants,  (in  which  none  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  are  included,)  the  names  subscribed  to  the  papers  received 
barely  exceed  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  of  these  a  very 
considerable  part  ha\'e  not  been  subscribed  in  the  mode  agreed 
on,  being  either  signed  at  a  different  daj',  unattested  bj^  any 
person  or  wilfully  varied  from  the  settled  form. 

From  credible  information  received  it  appears  to  the  under- 
written that  in  some  townships,  the  majority,  and  in  cue  of 
them,  the  whole  of  the  persons  assembled  publicly,  declared 
themselves  for  resistance  ;  in  some,  although  the  sense  of  the 
majority  was  not  known,  yet  the  party  for  resistance  was  suf- 
fficienty  strong  to  prevent  any  declarations  of  submission  being 
openly  made,  and  in  others  the  majority  were  intimidated  or 
opposed  by  a  violent  minority.  But  notwithstanding  these 
circumstances,  the  underwritten  firmly  believe  that  there  is  a 
considerable  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fourth  survey 
who  are  now  disposed  to  submit  to  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
at  the  same  time  they  conceive  it  their  dutj'  explicitly  to  de- 
clare their  opinion  that  such  is  the  state  of  things  in  that 
survey,  that  there  is  no  probability  that  the  act  for  raising  a 
revenue  on  distilled  spirits  and  stills  can  at  present  be  en- 
forced by  the  usual  course  of  civil  authority,  and  that  some 
more  competent  force  is  necessary  to  cause  the  laws  to  be 
duly  executed,  and  to  ensure  to  the  officers  and  well-disposed 
citizens  that  protection  which  it  is  the  duty  of  Government  to 
afford. 

This  opinion  is  founded  on  the  facts  already  stated,  and  it 
is  confirmed  by  that  which  is  entertained  by  many  intelligent 
and  influential  persons,  officers  of  justice  and  others  resident 
in  the  western  counties,  who  have  lately  informed  one  of  the 
commissioners  that  whatever  assurances  might  be  given,  it 
was,    in    their  judgment,  absolutely  necessary  that  the  civil 
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authority  should  be  aided  by  a  military  force  in  order  to  secure 

a  due  execution  of  the  laws. 

JAMES  ROSS,* 

J.  YEATES, 

WM.  BRADFORD.! 


"  JAME.S  ROS.S  was  bora  in  York  countv,  July  12,  17G2.  Educated  at 
Pequea,  under  Rev.  Dr.  Roben  Smith,  taught  at  Canonsburg,  the  tir-st 
classical  school  opened  in  the  West.  Studied  law  in  Philadelphia,  and 
admutedtothe  bar  in  1784.  He  wasamemberof  theconstitutional  con- 
vention of  1790,  and  an  able  defender  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  He 
was  Lnited  States  Senator  from  1794  to  1S03,  and  a  commissioner  from 
the  United  States  to  the  Western  Insurgents.  He  died  at  Pittsburo-, 
^1  ovem  ber  27,  1S47.  He  pu  blished  "  Speech  on  the  Free  Navigation  01 
the  Mississippi,"  1803. 

t  William  Bradford  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  September  14,  1755. 
He  graduated  at  Princeton,  in  1772.  During  the  Revolution,  major 
of  brigade  under  Gen.  Roberdeau;  in  1776,  a  captain  in  Humpton's 
regiment,  and  from  April,  1777,  to  April,  1779,  was  deputy  muster-mas- 
ter general  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  Studied  law  under 
Edward  Shippen,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
InO.  He  was  appointed  Attorney  General  of  Pennsylvania,  August, 
1780;  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  August  22,  1791,  and  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  January  28,  1794.  During  this  year  he 
was  one  of  the  U.  S.  commissioners  to  confer  with  the  insurgents  of 
tlie  Western  counties.  He  died  at  Philadelphia,  August  23,  1795.  in 
1793,  Mr.  Bradford  published  "An  Inquiry  how  far  the  Punishment  of 
Death  is  Necessary  in  Pennsylvania,"  and  succeeded  in  effecting  be- 
neficent modifications  in  the  penal  code  of  that  day. 
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RESOLVES  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  LUZERNE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  InhabitaTits  of  Luzerne  County,  held  at 
the  Court  Tlouse  in  Wilkes-Barro,  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  September,  1794. 

Matthias  Holleuback,*  in  the  Chair. 

Lord  Butler,"]"  Secretary. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  agreed  to,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  as 
citizens  of  a  free  government,  where  the  right  of  universal 
suffrage  is  allowed  and  incorporated  with  our  constitution,  and 
where  the  voice  of  the  majority  constitutes  the  law  of  the 
land,  it  is  unquestionably  our  duty  to  obey  the  laws. 

2.  Betiolved,  That  we  revere  the  excellent  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  we  were  willing  bj'  our  personal 
service  to  support  and  carry  into  execution,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  made  agreeable  to  that  constitution. 

*  Mathias  Hollenback  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  lothof  Feb- 
ruar}',  1752,  coming  to  Wyoming  in  1771.  He  was  appointed  by  Con- 
gress an  ensign  in  the  Continental  line,  and  at  the  battle  of  Millstone 
he  especially  distinguished  himself.  He  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Wyoming,  but  his  little  band  was  obliged  to  give  way  before  the  horde 
of  savages,  and  he  escaped  by  swimming  the  river.  On  the  retiring 
of  the  eneinj-,  Mr.  Hollenback  was  among  the  first  to  return,  and  ex- 
erted his  utmost  to  infuse  energy  and  confidence  in  his  neighbors.  At 
an  early  day  he  was  chosen  to  command  a  regiment  of  militia,  and  on 
the  organization  of  Luzerne  county  he  was  appointed  an  associate  judge, 
a  position  he  tilled  Avith  general  satis fac  ion  for  nearly  forty  years.  He 
died  the  ISth  day  of  February,  1829,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

t  Lor.D  Butler  was  the  eldest  son  of  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  a  native 
of  Lj'nie,  New  London  county.  Conn.,  removing  to  Wyoming  in  1769. 
Col.  Butler  v.-as  thrice  married,  first  to  Ellen  Lord,  whose  only  son  was 
born  about  1756.  Lord  Butler  was  but  a  youth  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution, yet  was  sometime  in  camj^  with  his  father,  who  was  m  com- 
mand of  a  regiment  in  the  Connecticut  line  of  the  army.  Mr.  Butler 
was  for  man\'  years  one  of  the  most  active  public  men  in  Luzerne 
county.  Beside  the  militia  offices  which  he  filled,  until  he  rose  to  the 
rank  of  general,  he  held  the  commission  of  sherill'.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State,  prothonotary  of  the  county, 
member  of  the  Assembly,  etc.  He  was  a  faithful  and  able  officer.  He 
died  at  Wilkesbarre. 
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3.  liesohcd,  That  we  abhor  the  idea,  that  in  a  Republican 
government,  the  few  should  give  laws  to  the  many  ""'P"'^"^" 

4.  i?e.c>Z.e^    That  being  fullj  impressed  with  the  sense  of 

tt'tTif  '^''  '°"  '""  °"^-  ^--nment,  we  believe 

that  there  18  no  necessity  of  a  revolution  in  the  same 

",  fl  '^^^^'*   '^''  "^^^*'"ff  highly-reprobate'the  pro- 

ceedings of  the  people  in  the  Western  counties  of  this  St  te 
in  their  opposition  to  government.     That  we  will  at  all  time 
when  necessary,  exert  ourselves  in  support.  Both  of  the  gov- 
crnment  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsyfva- 

e.Mesolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  printed  for 
the  information  of  our  fellow  citizens 
^  The  meeting  closed  with  three  cheers  in  favour  of  govern- 

^"^'*-'  LORD  BUTLER.  Secretary. 


SECOND  PROCLAMATION  OF  PRESIDENT  WASH- 
INGTON. 


By  (he  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whehe.s,  From  a  hope  that  the  combinations  against  the 

ZTT  ^"'  T;'   '''  ^-^^^    ^^^^^-'  -  certain   of 
eLction   n,""  T        ^1""^^^-"-'  --Id  yield  to  time  and 
eflection.  I  thought  it  sufficient,  in  the  first  instance,  rather 
to  take  measures  for  calling  forth  the  militia  than  immediately 
0  embody  them,  but  the  moment  is  now  come  when  the  over 
tures  of  forgiveness,  with  no  other  condition  than  a  submission 
to  law,  have  been  only  partially  accepted,  when  every  form  of 
conciliation  not  inconsistent  with  the  being  of  government 
has  been  adopted  without  effect;  when  the^well-disposed    n 
those  counties  are  unable  by  their  influence  and  example  to  re- 
laim  he  wicke    from  their  fury,  and  are  compelled  to  associate 
m  their  own  defence ;  when  the  proffered  lenity  has  been  per- 
versely misinterpreted  into  an  apprehension  that  the  citizens 
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will  march  with  relnctance,  when  the  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing the  serious  consequences  of  a  treasonable  opposition  has 
been  employed  in  propag-atinj^  principles  of  anarchy,  endeav- 
oring through  emissaries  to  alienate  the  friends  of  order  from 
its  support  and  inviting  enemies  to  perpetrate  similar  acts  of 
insurrection — when  it  is  manifest  that  violence  would  continue 
to  be  exercised  upon  every  attempt  to  enforce  the  laws,— When, 
therefore,  government  is  set  at  defiance,  the  contest  being 
whether  a  small  portion  of  the  United  States  shall  dictate  to 
the  whole  union,  and  at  the  expence  of  those,  who  desire 
peace,  indulge  a  desperate  ambition  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  George  Washington,  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  that  high  and  irresistable  duty, 
consigned  to  me  by  the  constitution  "to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed  ;"  deploring  that  the  American 
name  should  be  sullied  by  the  outrages  of  citizens  on  their 
own  government,  commiserating  such  as  remain  obstinate 
from  delusion,  but  resolved  in  perfect  reliance  on  that  gracious 
Providence  which  so  signally  display's  its  goodness  towards 
this  country,  to  reduce  the  refractory  to  a  due  subordination  to 
the  law,  Do  hereby  declare  and  make  known,  that  with  a  sat- 
isfaction, which  can  be  equaled  only  by  the  merits  of  the  mili- 
tia summoned  into  service  from  the  States  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  I  have  received  intel- 
ligence of  their  patriotic  alacrity,  in  obeying  the  call  of  the 
present,  tho'  painful,  yet  commanding  necessity,  that  a  force 
which  according  to  everj'-  reasonable  expectation  is  adequate 
to  the  exigency  is  already  in  motion  to  the  scene  of  disaffec 
tion  ;  that  those  who  have  confided,  or  shall  confide  in  the 
protection  of  government,  shall  meet  full  succor  under  the 
standard  and  from  the  arms  of  the  United  States ;  that  those 
who  having  offended  against  the  laws  have  since  entitled 
themselves  to  indemnity,  will  be  treated  with  the  most  liberal 
good  faith,  if  they  shall  not  have  forfeited  their  claim  by  SLuy 
subsequent  conduct,  and  that  instructions  are  given  accord- 
ingly. 

And  I  do  moreover  exhort  all  individuals,  officers  and  bodies 
of  men,  to  contemplate  with  abhorence,  the  measures  leading 
directly  or  indirectly  to  IhoEe  crimes,  which  produce  this  re- 
sort to  military  coercion  ;  to  chock  in  tlieir  respective  spheres, 
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the  efforts  of  misguided  or  designing  men  to  substitute  their 
misrepresentation  in  the  place  of  truth  and  their  discontents 
m  the  place  of  stable  government,  and  to  call  to  mind,  that  as 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  been  permitted  under  the 
Divine  favor  in  the  perfect  freedom,  after  solemn  deliberation 
and  in  an  enl.ghtened  age,  to  elect  their  own  government,  so 
will  their  gratitude  for  this  inestimable  blessin<,^  be  best  distir- 
pished  by  firm  exertions  to  maintain  the  constitution  and  the 
iawg. 

And  lastly,  I  again  warn  all  persons  whomsoever  and  where- 
soever, not  to  abet,  aid  or  comfort  the  insurgents  aforesaid, 
as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril;  and  I  do  also 
require  all  ofccers  and  other  citizens,  according  to  their  scv- 
eral  duties,  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  bring  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  law  all  offenders  in  the  Premises 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  caused  the  Seal  of  the  United- 
States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these  Presents,  and  signed 
the  same  with  my  hand.  '^ 

^  Done   at  the    City  of  Philadelphia,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
September   one  thousand  Beven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and 

n  n    e'ent'h    '"'""   "' '''    '^"^"^   ^'^''^  °^  '^---'^  ^^e- 


By  the  President, 
Edm.  Randolph. 


G'O.   WASIIINGTOX. 


GEX.    WALTER    STEWART   TO  GOVERNOR    MIFFLIN. 

^  Philadelphia,  iSejo^'r  25,  1794 

^ir:— lour  Exceliencie's  two  letters  of  the  20th  &  02^ 
Inst  I  had  the  honor  to  receive.  1  found  from  conversation^ 
withmany  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  and  other  citizens 
that  It  was  much  desired  a  Corps  should  be  established  in  this- 
city,  Irom  among  those  characters  who  do  not  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Militia  Law,  or  from  others  whos  situations 
would  not  possibly  admit  of  their  Marching  to  the  Westward 
I  also  found  that  such  a  Corps  had  so  fully  taken  possession  of 
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the  public  mind,  that  subscription  papers  were  handing  through 
the  different  wards  (one  of  which  I  enclose  to  you)  without 
any  authority  whatever  ;  &  as  the  extent  of  the  Law  had  been 
gone  to  in  the  City,  by  calling  on  the  four  first  Classes  of  the 
Militia,!  thought  it  advisable  yesterday  to  summon  a  Meeting 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Division,  when  I  made  them  the  enclosed 
address,  and  this  morning  issued  the  explanatory  orders  which 
you  will  please  also  find  enclosed.  I  am  Informed  the  auraber 
of  Men  mentioned  will  be  immediately  enroU'd.  The  Oldest 
Lieut't  Col.  Commandant  &  two  Majors  will  have  the  Com- 
mand, and  it  will  put  an  entire  stop  to  all  Irregular  associa- 
tions, which  might  and  would  otherwise  have  taken  place. 
Efficient  support,  if  necessary,  can,  agreeable  to  your  orders, 
be  given  to  the  civil  authorit}',  the  peace,  happiness,  &  safety 
of  the  city  preserved,  &  a  reinforcement,  if  required,  be  imme-  ' 
diately  thrown  into  Fort  Miffiin.  On  Saturday,  or  Monday, 
Col.  Copperthwait  will  March  with  about  400  Men,  &  should 
any  detatchments  ofi'er  from  the  City,  they  will  join  his  Corps. 
I  shall  continue,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  to  you  the 
situation  of  things  in  this  quarter,  &  doubt  not  I  shall  be  able 
at  all  times,  as  I  do  now,  to  assure  you  that  everything  is  in 
perfect  Harmony,  Peace  &  tranquilit}', 
I  have  the  honor, 

to  bo,  with  due  respect, 

your  Excellencie's  obed't  Serv't, 

WALTER  STEWART. 
P.   S. — I  enclose    another  advertisement,  the   meaning   of 
which  I  have  not  yet  ascertained,  but  shall  find,  in  a  few  days, 
who  are  at  the  Head  of  the  business,  and  what  their  intentions 
are. 

W.  STEWART. 
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"SUBSCRIPTION.  PAPERS"  FOR  VOLUNTEERS. 


Philadelphia,  22(Z  September,  1794. 
We,  the  Subscribers,  voluntarily  agree  to  provide  ourselves, 
€ach  with  a  Musket  and  Bayonet,  which  we  will  keep  in  good 
Repair,  and  that  we  will  associate  ourselves  together  in  De. 
fence  of  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  our  Country,  and  do 
hereby  ingage,  in  case  either  of  them  are  infringed  in  an  un- 
lawful Manner,  by  any  Person  oj  Persons  within  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  and  its  Liberties,  and  having  Notice  thereof,  from 
any  one  or  more  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  chosen  and 
agreed  upon  by  us,  to  assist  in  bringing  the  Person  or  Persons 
so  unlawfully  engaged  to  a  proper  Sense  of  their  Error;  but* 
if  bo  or  they  persist  in  Error,  then  we  engage  and  pledge  our- 
selves to  each  other,  to  cause  the  Party  or  Parties  ofi'ending 
to  be  secured,  and  be  delivered  to  the  civil  Authority.  This 
Association  to  continue  in  full  Force  until  our  Brethern  and 
Fellow  Citizens  who  are  now  on  their  March  against  the  In- 
surgents, to  the  Westward,  shall  return  to  their  respective 
Homes. 


CALL  FOR  A  MEETING  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 


Liberty !     Equality !     Fraternity ! 

In  an  ^Era  when  domestic  disturbances  exist  in  these  States, 
and  foreign  hostilities  seem  to  impend  with  that  faction, 
which,  tyrannizing  at  home,  has  long  carried  slavery — misery 
— devastation — ruin  and  blood  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ; 
which  wages  war  against  Republican  principles  and  the  Rights 
of  Man  ;  whicli  formerly  attempted  to  establish  British  despot- 
ism and  colonial  subserviency^  in  America.  A  number  of  Irish 
Democrats,  resident  in  Philadelphia,  deeming  it  their  duty  to 
stand  to  their  arms,  have  formed  a  new  Volunteer  Company. 
Any  of  their  couxtrymen,  of  true  Republican  principles,  desi- 
rous of  being  enrolled,  are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting, 
which  will  be  held  in  Citizen  Ccrdner's,  Zachary's  Court,  op- 
posite the  City  Tavern,  at  7  o'clock  to-morrow  evening. 

Tuesday,  23d  Sept.,  1794. 
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ADDRESS  OF  GEN.  STEWART. 


Philadelphia,  Sept.  25,  1794. 

Gentlemen  : — Tlio  Governor  bein^  caU'd  on  his  Executive 
duty,  "u-liich  will  detain  hira  sometime  from  the  Cit}'  of  Phila- 
delphia, has  directed  me,  in  case  any  emergency  should  arise 
during  his  absence,  to  assist  by  every  means  in  my  power  the 
Civil  Authority,  either  by  Drafts  from  the  Division  I  command 
or  by  such  other  mode  as  may  appear  most  likely,  in  conjunc" 
tion  with  the  Mayor,  to  secure  the  peace  and  order  of  the  City. 
Many  of  the  Citizens  have  already  oxpresst  a  Strong  desire 
that  a  corps  of  Men  not  included  in  the  requisition  against  the 
Western  Insurgents,  (or  who  from  peculiar  Circumstances 
could  not  leave  their  occupations  or  are  exempt  from  Militia 
duty,)  should  be  embodied  in  the  City  and  its  suburbs,  and  as 
they  justly  conceive,  it  will  afford  great  consolation  to  those 
worthy  Citizens,  who  have  left  under  our  charge,  the  sacred 
trust  of  their  families  &  property. 

The  Governor  has  also  directed  that  the  Commanding  Officer 
at  Fort  Mifflin  shall  apply  to  me  for  such  drafts  from  the  Militia 
as  may  from  time  to  time  prove  necessary  to  preserve  the  peace 
&  neutrality  of  the  Port.  This  must  prove  a  further  incentive 
for  such  a  Corps  being  at  this  particular  time  organized,  &  I  now 
propose  that  you  immediately  exert  yourselves  to  bring  for- 
ward from  your  respective  Commands,  or  from  such  other  of 
oar  fellow  Citizens  as  may  be  willing  to  engage  in  this  par- 
ticular Service,  Five  hundred  men  properly  Officered.  Arms 
will  be  delivered  to  Commanding  Officers  of  Companies,  for 
such  men  as  are  not  already  provided,  but  it  is  expected  that 
no  others  Avill  apply  for  them. 

It  is,  Gentlemen,  among  the  first  duty's  of  freemen  to  be  at 
all  times  prepared  to  guard  the  Liberty  and  vindicate  the  Laws 
&  Constitution  of  their  Country;  when  call'd  on  to  a  prompt 
discharge  of  this  duty,  an  apathy  can  only  arise  from  our  un- 
dervaluing the  blessings  we  enjo}^,  or  prising  our  ease  more 
than  our  Security.  The  United  States  have  been  insulted  from 
abroad  and  at  Uome,  and  as  they  are  able,  so  should  they  bo 
prepared  to  repsal  every  repetition  thereof.     In  a  distant  part 
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of  the  State,  where  the  Burthen  was  light  &  prosperity  great, 
rebellion  has  boldly  reared  its  crest  and  dared  to  menace  the 
Union.  At  the  Call  of  our  Chief  Magistrate  our  Brethren  in 
Arms  have  nobly  stept  forth  to  chastise  the  insurgents  and 
avenge  the  Injuries  of  their  Country.  The  Patriotism  which 
they  have  displayed,  is  the  surest  pledge  of  their  doing  their 
dut3^  Let  us  follow  their  example  by  preparing  to  preserve 
the  rights  of  Neutralit}',  our  Domestic  Quiet,  our  Liberty  and 
our  Laws.  They  are,  it  is  true,  so  well  understood  &  so  highly 
valued  by  the  good  Citizens  of  this  part  of  the  State,  as  almost 
to  forbid  the  Idea  of  any  agression  among  us,  but  freemen 
should  nevertheless  remember  that  the  surest  way  of  prevent- 
ing such  agression  is  to  be  prepared  to  repel  it. 

Under  a  Conviction  that  these  truths  will  be  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged, I  have  (during  the  absence  of  our  brethren  in  Arms) 
made  this  call  on  the  patriotism  of  my  fellow  Citizens,  and  I 
flatter  myself  it  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

WALTER  STEWART, 

Major  Gen' I. 


DIVISION  ORDERS. 


Phila.,  Sept.  25,  1794. 

The  Commanding  officeis  of  Corps,  in  the  first  Division,  are 
requested  to  notify  those  men  who  have  drawn  in  tlie  5,  6,  7,  & 
8th  Classes,  that  such  of  them  as  are  proper  may  enrol  them- 
selves in  the  city  volunteer  association,  as  well  as  such  others 
in  their  respective  districts,  as  are  not  included  in,  or  under 
the  Direction  of  the  Militia  law  of  the  State. 

Returns  to  be  made  by  the  Commanding  officers  of  Battal- 
lions  composing  the  first  Brigade,  of  the  enrolled  men  in  their 
respective  Battallions,  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  day  of  October, 
to  the  Inspector  of  the  Brigade,  at  which  time  they  will  also 
report  the  number  of  stands  of  arms  the  volunteers  may  re- 
quire. The  officers  commanding  Corps  in  the  suburbs  are  re- 
quested to  make  returns  in  like  manner  to  the  Insp'r  of  the 
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2d  Brigade  on  the  same  day,  after  which  the  whole  Corps  will 
be  properly  organized. 

It  must  be  understood,  that  in  order  to  compleat  the  requi- 
sition for  the  Western  expedition,  the  four  first  classes  are  not 
to  be  interfered  with,  nor  are  such  as  voluntarily  enrol  them- 
selves, belonging  to  the  four  last  classes,  to  be  exempt  from 
other  duty  should  a  further  requisition  take  place. 

WALTER  STEWART, 

Major  Gen'l. 


GOV.    HOWELL'S   ORDER   OF  THANKS  TO  THE    CITI- 
ZENS OF  HARRISBURG. 


Head  Quarters, 
IlARRisBURcn,  Sept.  25,  1794; 
The  commander  of  the  Jersey  militia  detachment  feels  him- 
self bound  to  acknowledge  the  politeness  of  the  citizens  of 
Ilarrisburgh  to  his  corps,  and  requests  that  their  gratitude 
and  his  own,  joined  with  the  highest  respect,  may  be  signified 
in  any  proper  manner. 

RICHARD  HOWELL, 
Com'd'i  Jersey  Detachment. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Lancaster,  26lh  Sept'r,  1794. 

Dear  Sir: — The  Governor  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  various  papers  sent  from  Fayette  county  by 
Captain  Lang.  As  the  bearer  of  them  mentioned  that  copies 
had  been  sent  to  the  President,  it  is  thought  unnecessary  to 
forward  them  by  express ;  but  they  will  be  officially  communi- 
cated.    With  the  President,  the  whole  business  rests. 

As  my  private  opinion,  permit  me  to  state,  that  I  believe 
the  exertions  of  Government  will  be  unremitted.     The  indig- 
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nation  of  the  Citizens  against  the  late  outrages,  is  equal  to  the 
provocation,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  punishment  of  the  real 
delinquents  will  be  exemplary. 
I  am, 

Y'rs,  itc. 

A.  J.   DALLAS,  S'-creiary. 
To  Albert  Gallatin,  Esquire. 


ADDRESS  OF  GOVERNOR    MIFFLIN    TO  THE  MILITIA 
OF  LANCASTER. 


Friday,  September  ^ijlh,  I'^l. 

Fellow  Citizens  : — I  thank  you  sincerely'  for  your  compli- 
ance with  the  invitation  to  meet  me  at  this  time.  On  any 
other  occasion,  indeed,  it  would  have  been  the  greatest  grati- 
fication that  I  could  enjoy,  thus  personally  to  express  the 
grateful  sense  which  I  entertain  of  the  repeated  proofs  of  es- 
teem and  confidence  that  I  have  received  from  my  fellow  citi. 
zens  throughout  the  State.  But  the  immediate  object  of  my 
present  visit  is  of  so  serious  and  so  painful  a  nature,  that  I 
must  forbear  the  indulgence  of  my  private  feelings,  in  order 
to  direct  your  whole  attention  to  the  support  of  our  Govern- 
ment, which  is  hostily  resisted  by  an  armed  combination  in  the 
Western  Counties. 

The  subject  is  so  interesting,  and  the  sources  of  information 
are  so  numerous,  that  you  are  doubtless  apprised  of  the  dis- 
graceful events  which  have  recently  occurred  in  that  quarter. 
It  would  be  superfluous,  therefore,  to  add  anything  to  the  ex- 
isting information,  but  a  solemn  assurance,  that  on  the  part  of 
the  general  Government,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  State, 
every  reasonable  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  the  deluded 
Insurgents  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  which  they  owe  to  their 
Country,  without  making  the  last  awful  appeal  to  arms.  All 
consiliatory  measures  have,  however,  in  effect,  proved  abor- 
tive ;  for  although  a  considerable  number  of  the  citizens  were 
originally  well  disposed,  though  many  were  intimidated,  and 
though  a  portion  of  them  has  acquiesced  in  the  terms  of  Par- 
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•don,  a  lawless  multitude  still  continues  in  arms,  ravaging  the 
country,  rejecting  every  amicable  proposition,  and  bidding 
•open  defiance  to  all  the  powers  of  government.  The  Coramis- 
Bioners  have  returned  from  their  pacific  mission,  wuth  unfavor- 
able impressions  of  the  result ;  and  in  the  last  resort,  the  Presi- 
dent has  determined  to  employ  the  Militia  of  this  and,  if  neces- 
sary, every  State  in  the  Union,  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
laws. 

The  insurgents  vainly  presuming  upon  their  own  prowess, 
or  upon  the  insolent  hope  that  a  competent  force  could  not  be 
:scnt  against  them,  have  hitherto  indulged  the  spirit  of  outrage, 
without  remorse  or  restraint. 

Their  emissaries,  likewise,  have  endeavoured  to  relax,  or 
defeat  every  public  exertion,  by  reciting  tales  cf  injuries  and 
oppressions,  which  have  never  been  suflered  ;  or  propagating 
fabricated  statements  of  Taxes,  which  have  never  been  im- 
posed. Since  they  indeed  have  received  accounts  of  the  general 
resentment  and  Military  preparation,  that  their  conduct  has 
proiuced,  another  mode  seems  to  be  adopted,  the  language  of 
submission  and  peace  is  held  out  to  delude  us,  probably,  till 
the  season  of  exertion  has  passed  away,  and  a  new  opportunity 
shall  be  given  to  fortify  the  standard  of  anarchy. 

But,  my  fellow  Citizens,  you  have  not  been  intimidated  b%' 
their  violence,  nor  will  you  be  betrayed  by  their  arts.  The 
President's  declaration,  that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  submission  to  government,  is  the  only  thing 
that  can  now  dispense  with  our  exertions,  which  are  directed 
against  the  seditious,  the  turbulent,  and  the  treacherous  insur 
gent,  not  against  the  meritorious  or  peaceful  Citizen.  Men  of 
the  latter  description  will  bo  safe  wherever  they  reside  or 
whatever  course  shall  be  pursued,  but  their  safety  is  not  in- 
compatible with  those  vigorous  measures  which  the  reputation 
and  existence  of  our  government  require.  To  convey  this 
sentiment  forcibly  to  your  minds  and  to  entreat  every  possible 
aid  on  your  part,  to  avert  the  impending  evil,  are  the  essen- 
tial objects  of  this  visit.  I  am  confident,  indeed,  you  will  con- 
cur with  me  in  thinking,  that  every  good  citizen  is  bound  at 
this  crisis,  to  lend  an  active  assistance  to  the  measures  of  gov- 
ernment, but  that  the  Militia  officers  in  particular  cannot,  upon 
anj''  pretext,  dispense  with  the  obligation  I  have  heard. 
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Geutlemeu,  that  with  respect  to  the  policy  of  those  acts  of 
Congress  against  which  the  rage  of  the  Insurgents  is  ostensi- 
bly directed,  as  well  as  with  respect  to  many  other  objects  of 
Legislation,  a  diversity  of  opinion  exists  among  our  fellow 
Citizens.  But  I  think  no  diversity  of  opinion  can  exist  in  an 
enlightened  Republican  community  with  respect  to  the  neces- 
sity of  obeying  them,  while  they  continue,  as  much  as  any 
other  act,  as  much  as  an}*  treat}',  or  even  as  much  as  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  the  law  of  the  land.  They  can  be  amended  if 
they  are  imperfect,  or  they  may  be  repealed  if  they  are  perni- 
cious, but  consistent  with  the  oath  or  aflSrmation  of  every 
public  officer,  and  the  duty  of  every  private  Citizen,  they  can- 
not be  disobeyed,  or  obstructed,  or  resisted. 

Reflect  for  a  moment  on  the  fatal  consequences  of  (a  con- 
trary doctrine,  upon  our  public  and  private  prosperit3\  Sup- 
pose the  Inhabitants  of  the  populous  Cities  throughout  the 
Continent  Avere  to  refuse  to  pay  the  impost,  suppose  the  col- 
lection of  Taxes  upon  carriages,  or  the  tax  upon  Snuff  and  re- 
fined sugar  were  to  be  forcibly  resisted.  Such  a  refusal  and 
resistance,  it  is  true,  would  be  unconstitutional  and  unreasona. 
ble,  but  have  not  the  parties  interested  in  those  cases  as  great 
a  right  to  judge  for  themselves,  or  any  other  description  of 
Citizens.  And  if  a  minority  of  an}'  kind  can  justifj-  an  attempt 
to  govern  the  majority,  why  not  a  minority  of  Merchants  or 
Manufactorers  as  well  as  a  minority  of  any  other  class  of  citi- 
zens. The  same  questions  applied,  as  they  may  fairly  be, 
to  every  instance  of  taxation,  will  shew  obviously  that  our 
Government  never  should  be  supported,  if  every  class  of  Citi- 
zens who  were  interested  in  opposing  any  particular  duty, 
might  ensure  success  to  their  opposition  by  taking  arms  against 
the  State.  There  could  be  no  revenue  raised  to  protect  us 
from  any  foreign  violence  or  to  secure  us  to  the  fruits  of  our 
industry.  Discord  and  war  would  soon  divide  and  ravage  the 
continent,  and  the  Republican  fabrick,  which  has  been  so  hon- 
orably established,  after  a  seven  j'ears'  contest,  must  inevita- 
bly moulder  into  anarchy  or  harden  into  despotism. 

But  if  a  law  be  forcibly  opposed  because  it  is  thought  to  be 
a  bad  law,  it  is  a  very  serious  enquiry,  how  far  the  example 
will  betray  the  safety  of  individuals  and  the  security  of  pro- 
2 4— Vol.  IV. 
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perty.  What  protects  a  man's  life  or  -u-arrants  the  quiot  pos- 
session of  his  estate  ?  Is  it  not  law  ?  Then  suppose  one  man 
were  wilfully  to  kill  another,  would  it  be  less  a  murder 
because  the  person  slain  was  of  a  bad  reputation  or  of  a  vi- 
cious course  of  life  ? 

Again.  Suppose  one  man  were  forcibly  to  seize  upon  the 
property  in  an  another  man's  possession,  would  it  be  a  sufiB- 
cient  excuse  that  the  possessor's  title  is  doubtful?  In  both 
these  cases,  the  law  would  be  violated,  and  any  upright  jury 
would  certainly  punish  the  violators;  for  this  plain  reason, 
that  till  the  law  itself  pronounces  upon  the  crimes  of  the  one 
man  and  upon  the  title  of  the  other,  it  protects  them  both  from 
outrage.  Thus  in  the  case  of  the  Acts  of  Congress,  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  let  them  be  thought  ever  so  bad,  till  the  courts 
of  justice  pronounce  them  unconstitutional,  or  until  the  legis- 
lature repeals  them,  they  are  under  the  protection  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  we  are  bound  by  the  most  solemn  ties  to  sup- 
port. Any  man,  therefore,  who  violates  them,  violates  that 
constitution  upon  which  likewise,  the  safety  of  our  lives  and 
the  security  of  our  farms  depend. 

But  to  every  candid  mind,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  pre- 
sent question  is  not  confined  to  the  policy  of  any  Acts  of  Con- 
gress, but  involves  the  very  existence  of  our  government.  If 
we  mean  in  an}'  case  to  enjoy  the  security  of  the  laws,  we 
must  in  every  case  assert  and  maintain  their  authority  ;  for, 
(as  I  have  observed  on  another  occasion,)  if  you  permit  them 
to  be  resisted  or  overthrown,  with  impunity,  on  any  pretext, 
you  in  effect  set  an  example  to  violate  them  on  every  pretext. 

Regarding  the  subject  in  this  interesting  point  of  view, 
Gentlemen,  that  lawless  perseverance  of  the  Insurgents  can- 
not fail  to  excite  the  most  painful  sensations ;  for,  the  strong 
sensfe  of  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Country,  to  posterity  and 
to  ourselves,  will  not  permit  us,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
indulge  those  feelings  of  atlection  and  attachment,  which  have 
hitherto  guided  our  conduct  towards  our  deluded  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  choice  of  peace  and  friendship,  or  of  v*-ar  and  enmity, 
has  been  left  to  themselves.  Having  determined  upon  the 
latter,  what  can  the  Government  do  but  prepare  for  its  own 
preservation  ?      What   nobler   motives   can   actuate  virtuous 
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minds  than  to  assist  in  resisting  the  violence  of  lawless  men 
and  preserving- tlieir  country  from  devastation  and  dishonor? 
AVith  respect  to  the  motives  of  the  Insurgents,  we  must  search 
further  than  the  indisposition  to  pay  a  particular  Tax,  for  an 
explanation  of  their  conduct.  The  devastation  committed  on 
private  property  by  fires  ;  the  armed  combination  that  marches 
•with  military  parade  thro'  the  country  ;  the  expultion  of  every 
avowed  friend  to  Government ;  the  seizure  of  the  public  mail ; 
the  insults  offered  to  commissioners,  and  the  threats  of  estab- 
lishing an  Independent  State,  or  of  returning  to  the  allegiance 
of  Great  Britain,  are  circumstances  calculated  not  onl}'  to  rouse 
an  honest  indignation,  but  to  awaken  suspicion  of  a  deep  and 
latent  treachery. 

It  is  time,  therefore,  my  fellow-citizens,  that  the  government, 
and  every  friend  to  law  and  order,  should  prepare  to  suppress, 
by  the  most  effectual  means,  the  tyranny  that  is  attempted  to 
be  established  by  a  few  over  the  many  ;  by  a  part  of  the  com- 
munity over  the  whole.  The  citizens  of  our  sister  States  are 
already  in  arms,  your  brethern  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia  are  already  on  their  march.  The  quota  of  Ches- 
ter, Delaware,  Montgomery,  and  Bucks,  are  eagerly  preparing. 
Arms,  ammunition,  camp  equipage  and  provisions,  are  plenti- 
fully provided.  The  Legislature  has  passed  a  law  to  raise  the 
pay,  and  to  allow  a  bounty  to  those  who  are  destined  for  the 
present  service  ;  and  of  such  critical  importance  is  the  object 
universally  deemed,  that  an  association  of  patriotic  persons 
has  been  formed  in  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  raising  sub- 
scriptions to  provide  for  the  families  of  the  militia  of  the  city, 
who  shall  be  employed  in  the  expedition. 

But,  indeed,  there  is  scarce  a  principle  that  can  actuate  a 
benevolent  and  patriotic  mind,  which  does  not  concur  in  re- 
commending at  this  time  the  most  firm  and  energetic  m.easures. 
To  assist  in  suppressing  so  violent  a  breach  of  the  public 
peace,  is  only  an  act  of  duty  in  every  good  citizen  ;  to  shew 
our  determination  to  punish  every  obstinate  delinquent,  may 
save  our  humanity  the  pain  of  doing  it,  and  if  the  Militia  of 
Pennsylvania  shall  evince,  not  only  their  disposition,  but  their 
power  to  aid  the  civil  authority  in  executing  the  laws,  the 
man  of  peace,  as  well  as  the  patriot,  will  be  relieved  from  the 
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apprehensions  of  any  necessity  for  the  introduction  of  a  stand- 
ing arm  3'. 

Let  us  look  back,  my  fellow  Citizens,  but  a  few  years, 
scarely  more  than  the  term  allotted  for  the  life  of  an  individual, 
and  we  shall  be  at  once  astonished  at  the  prosperity  of  our 
Country,  and  ashamed  at  the  ingratitude  of  any  popular  dis- 
content. It  is  but  little  more  than  a  century,  since  our  ances- 
tors formed  the  enterprize  of  settling  in  America.  And  some 
have  just  quitted  this  worldly  scene,  who  remembered  when  our 
Capital  was  distinguished  only  by  a  few  Indian  huts  and  our 
best  cultivated  farms  were  a  wilderness. 

Our  fathers  were  compelled  to  constant  labour  and  exposed 
to  constant  danger.  The  hope  of  transmitting  affluence  and 
tranquility  to  their  posterity  was  their  greatest  consolation, 
and  mark  with  what  a  quick,  with  how  great  transition  it  is 
realized  ;  scarce  an  Indian  inhabits  within  our  Territory  ;  the 
comforts  of  life  flow  in  abundance  through  all  the  Channels 
that  industry  can  invent;  our  agriculture,  commerce  and  me- 
chanics already  rival  the  antient  establishments  of  Europe  ; 
our  attainments  in  the  arts  and  sciences  are  celebrated  through- 
•out  the  world  ;  in  questions  of  religion  we  have  given  the 
first  example  of  universal  toleration,  and  as  a  government  the 
American  Republic  stands  unrivaled  by  any  ancient  or  modern 
political  fabric.  Is  it  a  situation  to  be  made  the  sport  of  lawless 
fury  ?  What  can  the  most  visionary  character  expect  to  gain 
by  a  change  ?  Is  not  every  man  that  is  honest  safe  ?  Is  not 
every  man  that  is  industrious,  comfortable?  These  questions 
are  the  touchstone  of  social  happiness  ;  and  in  no  other  coun- 
try but  ours,  can  Ihej',  at  this  time,  be  fairly  answered  in  the 
affirmative. 

Reflect,  then,  my  fellow  citizens,  upon  the  awful  crisis  with 
regret,  but  encounter  it  with  fortitude.  Of  the  various  de- 
scription of  people  that  constitute  the  American  nation,  none 
have  contributed  more  to  its  honor  and  opulence,  than  the 
Germans,  and  none  have  a  greater  stake  in  preserving  our  gov- 
ernment and  laws  from  destruction.  The  mischief  has  already 
gone  too  far,  as  probably,  to  check  the  spirit  of  emigration 
from  the  distracted  Countries  of  Europe,  to  our  hitherto  tempt- 
ing shores,  and  in  proportion  to  that  effect,  to  any  apparent 
want  of  disposition  to  support  our  Constitution,  to  any  defect 
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of  power  to  protect  our  persons,  and  to  any  hazard  in  the  pos- 
session of  our  estates,  must  be  the  diminution  of  the  value  of 
labour,  of  property,  and  in  short,  of  every  right  and  privilege 
that  is  dear  to  man,  in  his  separate  or  in  his  social  Character. 

To  you  Gentlemen,  who  belong  to  the  militia,  I  novv'  partic- 
ularly address  myself;  to  the  conduct  of  the  militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  President's  attention,  the  attention  of  all  t!iG  citi- 
zens of  the  Union,  is  anxiously  directed.  I  have  pledged  my- 
self, that  they  will  now,  as  upon  every  former  occasion,  mani- 
fest their  zeal  and  spirit  in  the  cause  of  their  country.  What 
say  you  to  yourselves  ?  Will  you  save  your  Constitution  ? 
Will  you  defend  your  laws  ?  Will  you  assist  to  rescue  from 
anarchy,  as  you  did  from  despotism,  the  freedom  and  Indepen- 
dence of  America  ?  To  these  questions  will  you  answer,  as 
every  patriotic  citizen  has  hitherto  answered  ?  Yon  will,  with 
one  voice,  enable  me  to  assure  the  Militia  of  other  Counties, 
that  you  have  cheerfully  united  with  them  in  protecting  our 
government  from  violence  and  our  militia  from  reproach. 

Is  this,  then,  your  resolution  ?  If  it  is,  I  beseech  you  to  de- 
clare it ;  fix  the  da}'  when  your  quota  will  be  ready  to  muster, 
and  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  on  the  succeeding  day- 


COL.  GEORGE  ECKERT*  TO   GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Reading,  Sept.  2Qlh,  1794. 
Dear  Sir  : — The  Printer  having  disappointed  me,  has  Occa. 
sioned  the  Delay  in  forwarding  the  Hand  Bills,  but  am  in  hopes 
they  will,  notwithstanding,  arrive  time  enough  to  have  some 
good  effect.  We  are  trying  every  Thing  in  Our  Power  to'  see 
you  soon  at  Carlisle. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  ob't 

and  very  h'ble  Servant, 

GEO.  ECKERT. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 

*  George  Eckert  was  a  native  of  Berks  county,  and  sen'ed  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a  lieutenant  of  the  county,  a  deputy 
surveyor,  under  Gen.  Erodhead,  in  1796,  and  Treasurer  of  Berks  in 
1797. 
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COL.  ALEX.  RUSSELL  TO  GOYERXOR  MIFFLIN. 


YoKK  Towx,  September  2Qih,  1794. 
Sir: — Doubting  whether  my  Communications,  by  letter  of 
the  23d  Instant,  may  have  come  to  hand  before  you  left  the 
City,  Sc  hearing  by  Mr.  Torrans  that  you  have  arrived  at  Lan- 
caster, I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  write,  by  express,  &  inform 
your  Excellency,  That  notwithstanding,  as  well  from  Gen'l 
Orders,  as  from  a  particular  Communication  by  letter  from  the 
Dep'ty  Q'r  M'r  Gen'l,  we  expected  the  Arms  &  Equipments, 
Tents  &  Camp  Equippage  before  this  time,  none  have  yet  arrived. 
I  have  supposed  it  possible  these  things  may  be  in  Lancaster, 
&  therefore  write  that  you  may  Please  to  give  Orders  for  their 
being  forwarded.  Several  difficulties  have  occurred  which  I 
will  omit  troubling  you  with  untill  we  have  the  honor  of  your 
presence  in  this  County.  There  will  be  a  necessity  for,  from 
50  to  100  Rifiles,  a  quantity  of  new  RifQes  lie  here  Contracted 
for  by  Major  Gen'l  Hand.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  obtaining  an  order  for  these  &  save  the  expence  of 
Transportation.  Samuel  Russell,  Jun'r  Cornet  of  the  Marsh- 
creek  Troop  of  Horse,  is  the  bearer  hereof. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's, 

Most  Obed't  &  very  humble  Serv't, 
A.  RUSSELL, 
Brigade  Inspector  of  York  County. 
His  Excellency  Thos.  Mifflin,  Governor. 
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MAJOR  MACPnERSOX^^  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Strasburg,  1  o'clock  p.  M. 

2Gfh  SepVr,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my 
having  just  arrived,  with  the  Corps  under  my  Command,  all 
in  good  health  and  high  spirits,  at  this  place,  where  I  propose 
remaining  until  to-morrow,  it  being  necessary,  to  give  the  men 
half  a  day's  rest,  particularly,  as  they  made  a  long  march  yes- 
terday, and  got  extremel}^  wet,  as  well  as  for  tlie  purpose  of 
making  some  arrangements,  which  until  now,  I  liad  not  an  op- 
portunity of  going  into. 

As  your  Excellency  may  perhaps  leave  Lancaster  before  our 
arrival — should  that  be  the  case — I  beg  to  be  honored  with 
any  commands  you  may  have,  by  the  return  of  the  bearer. 

*  William  MacPherson,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  born  in  the  year 
1756.  Was  educated  at  Princeton.  At  thirteen,  he  was  appointed  a  ca- 
det in  the  Briti.sh  army,  and  previous  to  the  Revolution,  his  father  hav- 
ing purchased  for  him  a  lieutenant's  commission,  he  was  made  Adju- 
tant of  the  16th  Regiment.  Mr.  MacPlierson  was  stationed  at  Pensa- 
cola  at  the  commencement  of  tiie  war,  when  he  offered  to  resign  his 
commission,  but  it  was  not  accepted.  Subsequently,  lie  was  allowed 
by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  resign,  in  consequence  of  his  declaring  that 
he  never  would  bear  arms  against  his  countrj-men.  About  the  close 
of  the  year  1770,  he  joined  the  American  army  on  the  Hudson,  and 
was  appointed  on  the  recommendation  of  Gen.  "Washington,  Major  by 
brevet.  Major  MacPherson  alwa^'S  retained  the  esteem  and  friendship 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  September  19,  17S9,  he  Avas  appointed 
Surveyor  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  1792,  Inspector  of  the 
Revenue  for  the  same.  From  1793  to  1813,  he  filled  the  position  of  Na- 
val Otiicer,  having  been  continued  by  the  successive  adniinistrations 
of  Presidents  Adams,  Jefferson  and  Madison.  In  1794,  a  large  and  re- 
sjDectable  bodj^  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  formed  themselves  into 
.several  companies,  as  volunteers  for  the  Western  expedition,  and 
Major  MacPherson  was  invited  to  place  himself  at  their  head.  They 
were  organized  into  a  battalion,  and  in  compliment  to  him,  stj-led 
themselves  "MacPherson's  Blues."  They  formed  a  jiart  of  the  army 
\ander  command  of  Governor  Mifflin.  On  the  threatened  war  with 
Prance,  in  179S,  the  "Blues"  were  re-organized.  On  the  11th  of  March, 
1799,  Gen.  MacPherson  was  appointed  Brigadier  General  of  the  Provi- 
sional army,  and  commanded  the  troops  sent  into  Northampton  county. 
After  the  disbanding  of  the  Provisional  army.  Gen.  ISIacPherson  re- 
tired from  military  life  to  his  country  seat,  near  Philadelphia,  where 
he  resided  until  his  deatli,  whicli  took  place  in  November,  1813. 
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I  shall  take  up  my  march  from  this  place  to-morrow  morn- 
ing a  little  after  Day-Break,  and  proceed  to  the  Bridge  over 
the  Couestoga — where  I  shall  make  a  short  Halt,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  Lancaster,  which  place  I  expect  to  arrive  at,  by  half 
past  12  o'clock. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obed't  Serv't, 

W.  MACPHERSOX. 

Mofr  Covim'd.  Volunteer  Blues, 
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GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Lancaster,  2'th  Sept.,  1794. 
.  The  Governor,  intending  to  prosecute  his  route  to  Carlisle, 
to-morrow  morning,  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  his  en- 
tire satisfaction  with  the  progress  and  appearances  of  the  De- 
tachments of  Cavahy,  Artillery,  and  Infantry,  which  have 
reached  this  borough  from  the  quota  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  County  of  Chester.  The  example 
of  order,  discipline,  and  expedition  which  tliey  have  given  on 
their  march,  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  eflfects; 
and  the  Governor  is  happy  in  being  able  to  assure  them,  that 
they  will  speedily  be  joined  by  their  Fellow  Citizens  from  the 
other  Counties,  included  in  the  present  requisition.  To  the 
Militia  of  Lancaster  county  in  particular,  he  returns  his  best 
thanks,  for  the  spirit  and  alacrity  with  which  they  are  pre- 
paring to  engage  in  a  service  so  honorable  and  so  interesting 
to  every  Freeman. 

As  many  false  and  injurious  reports  are  in  circulation,  re- 
specting the  State  of  the  "Western  Counties,  and  it  is  probable 
that  they  proceed  from  a  desire  to  relax  and  defeat  the  patriotic 
exertions  of  the  Militia,  the  Governor  thinks  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  guard  his  Fellow  Citizens  against  the  effect  of  such 
artifices,  by  stating  that  the  most  authentic  advices  lately  re- 
ceived, do  not  justify  any  expectation  of  a  general  submission 
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to  the  laws,  and  that  nothing'  but  an  official  declaration  of  the 
President's  being  satisfied  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
submission  of  the  insurgents,  can  hereafter  be  sufficient  to  war- 
rant a  discontinuance  of  our  military  preparations. 
By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

JOSIAII  nARMAR, 

Adjutant  Gen. 


GOVERNOR    MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  EDWARD  HAND. 


Lancaster,  27th  SepVr,  1794. 
Sir  : — In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  act- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  informed  me  that  I 
could  obtain  from  you  a  supply  of  Rifles,  for  a  company  of  one 
hundred  men,  raising  by  Captain  Seely,  in  Northampton 
county,  for  the  Western  Expedition.  Though  jon  should  not 
have  received  an  official  instruction  for  that  purpose,  I  hope 
you  will  think  yourself  justifiable  in  delivering  the  rifles  upon 
my  application,  as  it  is  certainly  an  object  of  great  importance 
to  the  public  service.  Captain  Seely  will  promise  to  account 
for  them. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Brigade  Inspector  of 
York  county,  informing  me  that  he,  likewise,  is  in  want  of 
Rifles,  and  requesting  that  an  order  might  be  given  for  putting 
into  his  possession,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  of  those  which 
you  have  contracted  for  in  York.  As  this  proposition  tends 
to  save  the  expense  of  transportation,  as  well  as  to  promote 
the  general  object  of  our  armament,  I  hope  it  may  be  conve- 
nient to  comply  with  it. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  Most  obed.  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN- 
To-Mai.  Gen'lHAN.o. 
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JASPER  EWING,  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND,  TO  CHARLES 
HALL,  OF  YORK. 


Northumberland,  Sept.  21th,  1794. 

D'r  Charles: — I  need  not  describe  to  you  our  situation; 
the  disposition  of  the  people  instigated  by  a  number  of  factious 
Characters  has  arisen  to  an  alarming  heighth. 

A  Liberty  Pole  was  erected  at  Milton  the  26th  Inst.  Up- 
wards of  three  hundred  were  assembled — all  expressing  their 
disapprobation  of  the  existing  Laws.  The  Pole  in  North'ld 
was  cut  down  by  Messrs.  Brady,  Levy  &  Dr.  Young.  On 
Tuesday  next  they  propose  to  erect  another  in  Town  which 
will  be  effected. 

On  our  side  no  attempt  has  been  made,  as  yet ;  were  we 
unanimous  we  could  defy  their  united  efforts.  But  when  the 
officers  of  Government  take  a  decided  part  with  the  rioters, 
what  can  possibly  be  expected, 

I  could  wish  from  my  soul  that  we  maj'  be  hon'd  with  a  de- 
tachment ;  such  a  one  as  would  convince  these  fellows  that 
Government  is  not  to  be  insulted  with  Impunity.  Dr.  Young 
&  Levy  will  join  you  at  Carlisle,  They  have  been  threatened 
with  a  coat  of  Tar  and  Feathers, 

I  expected  that  Gen'l  Wilson  would  have  wrote  to  the 
Gov'r,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  granting  us  a  Regiment ; 
we  could  then  exert  ourselves.     But  at  present  we  dare  not. 

Adieu  ;  I  wish  you  a  pleasant  campaign. 

J.  EWING. 

I  have  packed  up  every  article  you  wrote  for,  &  with  some 
difficulty  have  procured  you  a  Bear  skin, 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  PITTSBURG  MEETING. 


Pittsburgh,  Sept.  27,  1794. 
At  a  meeting  of  a   considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Washington,  and  other  of  the  counties  on  the  west  of  the 
mountains,  the  presont  state  of  the  country,  with  respect  to 
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the  late  convulsion,  was  taken  into  view,  and  from  comparing 
information,  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  country  was  in  fast 
progression,  if  not  wholly  arrived,  at  a  state  of  general  sub- 
mission to  the  laws  ;  so  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  any  ad- 
vance of  force  on  the  part  of  the  government,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  civil  authorit}'  in  suppressing  insurrection 
and  preserving  peace,  and  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken,  as 
speedily  as  may  be,  to  communicate  information  of  this  favor- 
able state  of  afiairs  to  the  government. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of 
townships,  of  the  14th  of  August,  at  Parkinson's  ferry,  be 
called,  to  convene  at  the  same  place,  viz  :  Parkinson's  ferr}^, 
on  Thursday  next,  the  2d  of  October,  to  take  the  above  into 
consideration,  and  as  it  is  of  great  moment,  the  delegates  are 
earnestly  requested  to  be  punctual  in  their  attendance,  and  at 
an  early  hour  that  day. 

And  it  is  recommended,  that  all  justices  of  the  peace  and 
members  of  the  committee,  obtain  and  bring  forward  all  signi- 
tures  of  the  declaration  of  submission  that  may  be  taken,  in 
order  to  lay  before  the  committee,  and  forward  to  government, 
with  such  address  or  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  country 
as  may  be  thought  advisable. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  DR.  WALES,  OF  YORK. 


YonKTO\\-\,  29^/1  SepVr,  1194. 
Sir  : — The  Governor  has  received  a  very  honorable  recom- 
mendation, for  issuing  a  Commission  in  your  favor,  as  Surgeon 
to  the  Marsh  Creek  Troop  of  Horse,  on  the  western  Expedi- 
tion, and  he  directs  me  to  inform  you,  that  the  recommenda- 
tion shall  be  complied  with  upon  our  arrival  at  Carlisle.  In 
the  meantime,  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  yourself  regu- 
larly appointed.  ^ 
I  am,  Sir, 

Y'r  most  obcd.  serv't, 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  Dr.  GzoKGE  Wales. 
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COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Reading,  Septem.  29,  lT9i,  Monday. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  arrived' here  last  evening,  having  before  I  left 
Philadelphia,  forwarded  the  alotment  of  arms  and  Camp  equip- 
age for  Bucks  County  delivered  to  an  officer  sent  from  the 
County — nearly  the  proportion  for  Montgomery  delivered  to 
Col,  Weutz  who  commands  the  quota  from  that  County,  the 
proportions  for  Chester  and  Delaware  inWj  sent  on  to  Downing 
town.  A  great  part  of  the  supplies  for  York  and  Lancaster 
actually  loaded,  and  some  gone  on,  and  arrangements  made  for 
the  furnishing  the  Militia  which  were  assembling  at  Reading, 
for  which  the  arms  and  part  of  the  Stores  are  arrived  and  the 
rest  on  the  road.  I  found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  car- 
riage, few  teams  coming  in  from  the  Country,  by  which  the 
Counties  of  York  &  Lancaster  were  supplied  later  than  I  could 
wish,  and  the  Camp  equipage  for  Harrisburgh  &  Carlisle  are 
yet  to  come  on,  but  I  expect  will  move  from  the  City  this  day 
or  to-morrow.  In  short  I  have  forwarded  the  stores  as  fast  as  I 
could  procure  them  from  the  public  Stores,  and  in  many  instan- 
ces the  Waggons  haVe  waited  for  the  delivery  from  thence,  and 
We  shall  be  greatly  deficient  in  Knapsacks  and  Horsemen's 
tents,  which  I  could  not  procure  fast  enough  for  the  demand, 
and  having  issued  them  fully  as  they  were  provided.  I  fear 
those  who  are  latest  in  taking  the  field  will  be  most  deficient, 
and  some  of  the  back  Counties  entirely  without,  but  I  have 
urged  Col.  Uodgdon  to  forward  them  as  they  are  prepared  to 
Harrisburgh  or  Carlisle. 

Colonel  Hamilton  expressed  a  surprize  at  our  calling  for  so 
many  arms,  but  I  stated  to  him  in  writing  the  cause.  There 
are  1,000  muskets  &  500  rifles  at  Carlise,  where  the  Counties 
of  Dauphin,  York,  Cumberland  &  Franklin  must  be  furnished. 
I  know  it  is  disagreeable  to  the  Militia  to  march  without  arms, 
but  it  cannot  be  avoided. 

Col.  Cowperthwait  had  collected  above  400  men  in  the  en- 
campment at  Peters's  farm  who  were  fully  furnished  with 
everything  they  required.  The  drafts  from  the  County  con- 
tinued to  come  in,  and  he  proposed  marching  to-morrow.     I 
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•%\'rGte  to  bim  expressing  your  anxiety  for  his  marching  and 
that  no  arms  would  remain  to  issue  after  Monday,  but  ii  the 
■drafts  continued  to  come  in  greater  numbers  than  their  quota, 
that  he  would  apply  direct  to  Colonel  Ilodgdon  and  get  him  to 
state  their  case  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  I  was 
under  a  necessity  of  proceeding  to  the' Counties. 

Captain  Taylor's  Corps  marches  this  day  from  tlie  City  by 
"way  of  Lancaster.  Capt.  Forrest's  troop  moved  on  Saturday 
for  this  place.  At  Norristown  I  found  the  Militia  of  Mont- 
gomery assembling.  I  urged  them  to  hasten,  but  they  will 
not  march  for  here  till  Tuesday.  To-morrow  I  expect  the 
Bucks  County  Militia  here,  and  on  Wednesday  those  of  this 
County  assemble,  till  when,  I  think  my  presence  necessary 
here.     I  hear  nothing  from  Northampton. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  that  the  whole  of  our  State 
Militia,  except  the  Cavalry  (who  I  suppose  are  at  Carlisle) 
should  encamp  on  the  other  side  of  Susquehanna  on  the  first 
good  ground  that  can  be  found,  which  I  am  told  is  not  nearer 
than  Eobert  Whitehill's  farm,  and  that  they  should  remain 
there  some  days  till  organized,  I  could  there  supply  them 
with  everything  required  while  the  magazines  at  Carlisle  are 
forming,  and  which  1  suspect  arc  not  yet  in  readiness,  and  wo 
shall  be  near  enough  to  be  considered  at  the  general  rendez- 
vous. I  fear  that  near  Harrisburgh  it  is  too  sickly  to  remain, 
but  Mr.  E.  Fox,  who  will  be  there,  will  take  3"our  orders  till  I 
arrive,  which  I  expect  will  be  on  Friday. 

I  send  this  by  two  gentlemen  of  the  City  troop  who  remained 
to  escort  Mr.  Brown,  D.  P.  M.  Gen'l,  but  he  has  not  yet  arrived 
here  but  is  expected  to-night  and  has  a  sufBcicnt  escort  with 
him. 

I  am  with  great  respect,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  Serv't, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 
Q.  M.  G.  Penn'a. 

I  have  issued  Blankets  lo  the  most  necessitous  and  have 
about  6  or  800  blankets  coming  on. 

The  rear  of  the  Jersey  Troops  march  from  -here  to-morrow 
under  Gen'l  White.  Gen'l  Henry  Miller,  Q.  M.  G.,  is  'gone 
to  Virginia. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflix. 
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RELIEF    OF    THE  FAMILIES  OF  THE    PHILADELPHIA 

TROOPS. 


Philad'a,  29//1  Sept.,  1794. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  appointed  to  procure  Subscrip- 
tions for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  persons  who  have  marched 
against  the  western  insurgents,  John  Barclay,  Esq.,  was  ap- 
pointed Treasurer  to  the  Funds,  and  to  whom  the  monies  col- 
lected will  be  paid.  The  following  persons  were  appointed  to 
distribute  to  the  necessitous  families  of  their  respective  wards, 
viz : 

For  New-Market  ward,  David  Smith. 

Dock  ward,  Levi  Hollingsworth. 

Walnut  ward,  James  Cox. 

South  ward,  Persifor  Frazer. 

Lower  Delaware,  Andrew  Bayard. 

Chestnut  ward,  John  Stille. 

Middle  ward,  Israel  Whelen. 

North  ward,  James  Ash. 

High  street  ward,  Mahlon  Hutchinson. 

Upper  Delaware,  William  Montgomery'. 

South  Mulberry,  Andrew  Guyer. 

North  Mulberry,  Godfrey  Haga. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Meeting. 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  Secretary. 


THE  FIRST  TROOP  OF  PHILADELPHIA  LIGHT  HORSE. 


Camp  ox  Carlisle  Cohmoxs, 
September  2Qth,  1794. 
The  Commanding  officer  of  the  First  Troop  of  Philadelphia 
Light  Horse,  feels  himself  bound,  by  duty,  as  well  as  inclina- 
tion, to  acknowledge  and  applaud  the  conduct  of  the  Troop 
under  his  command,  during  the  late  march.  Their  strict  atten- 
tion to  orders — their  decent  and  gentlemanly  deportment  to- 
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wards  the  inhabitants,  and  that  spirit  of  harmony  and  accom- 
modation which  they  uniformly  displayed,  are  happy  presages 
of  the  success  which  must  attend  the  patriotic  cause  in  which 
they  are  engaged.  May  that  noble  spirit  be  ever  continued 
as  the  surest  means  of  obtaining  the  objects  for  which  we  con- 
tend— punishment  of  the  guilty  violaters  of  the  laws  of  our 
Country,  and  submission  to  them  by  all  descriptions  of  Citi- 
zens— on  which  depend  the  Peace,  Liberty  and  Safely  of  the 
People. 

JOHN  DUNLAP,*  Capt. 


LIST  OF  THE  FIRST  TROOP  OF  PIIILADELPniA  LIGHT' 

HORSE. 


Captain — John  Dunlap. 

1st  Lieut. — David  Lenox. 

2d  Lieut. — Thomas  Leiper. 

Cornet — William  Hall, 

Adjutant — Jacob  Cox. 

Quarter  Master — John  Donaldson. 

Surgeon — James  S.  Ewing. 


*  John  Dunlap  was  born  at  Strabane,  county  of  Tyrone,  Ireland^ 
in  1744.  He  came  to  this  country  at  the  early  age  of  eight  or  nine,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  printing  with  his  uncle,  William  Dunlap. 
In  1771  he  assumed  the  business  of  his  relative  and  issued  "  The 
Pennsylvania  Paclcet  or  General  Advertiser,^'  and  subsequently  be- 
came one  of  the  most  extensive  and  successful  printers  in  the  country. 
During  the  occupancy  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British,  1777-8,  his  paper 
was  published  at  Lancaster.  In  connection  with  David  C.  Claypole, 
in  1784,  it  was  issued  daily— the  first  in  the  United  States,  The  ^'JSl'ortk 
American"  is  the  successor  of  Mr.  Dunlap's  paper.  Prior  to  the  Revo- 
lution Mr.  Dunlap  was  a  member  of  the  City  Troop,  first  as  cornet  and 
afterwards  as  lieutenant,  and  was  with  that  company  in  the  battles  of 
Trenton,  Princeton,  &c.  Aboutthecloseof  the  warhe  became  captain  of 
the  troop,  and  was  m  command  during  the  Insurrection  of  1794.  Mr. 
Dunlap  subscribed  £4,000,  in  1780,  to  supply  provisions  for  the  Ameri- 
can army.  He  died  on  the  27th  of  November,  1812,  in  the  sixty-eighth 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  with  all  the  honors  of  war. 
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Samuel  Ilowell,  Jan., 
John  Lardner, 
Francis  Johnson, 
David  H,  Conyngham, 
John  Meeee, 
John  Redman, 
William  Lardner, 
Robert  Smith, 
William  Miller, 
Joseph  B.  M'Kean, 
Andrew  Pettit, 
Robert  Hiltzheimer, 
Francis  West, 
John  Caldwell, 
Robert  Rainey, 
Benjamin  Morgan, 
Anthony  Benezet, 
Samuel  Wheeler, 
Joseph  Marsh, 
Robert  Bickley, 
David  C.  Claypoole, 
John  Vaughan, 


Jonathan  Robeson, 
Jonathan  Williams, 
William  Miller,  jun., 
William  Wilcocks, 
Robert  C.  Latimer, 
Daniel  Williams, 
George  McCall, 
Robert  Andrews, 
William  Forest, 
Meredith  Clymer, 
Henry  Nixon, 
Michael  Keppele, 
Henry  WikofF, 
John  Melbeck, 
Charles  Ross, 
Richard  Willing, 
Benjamin  Ringgold, 
Daniel  Delany, 
Robert  Lewis, 
William  Phillips", 
William  S.  Budden, 
Joseph  Simmons. 


GEN.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Reading,  Ocio.  2,  1794. 

Dear  Sir  : — The  President  was  here  last  Night  and  Went 
on  this  morning  to  Carlisle.  He  was  nrgent  that  the  Militia 
should  be  hastened,  and  by  Colonel  Hamilton's  directions, 
I  have  sent  One  of  my  Assistants  down  the  road  to  hasten  the 
Montgomery  &  Bucks  Militia,  part  of  which  will  certainly  be 
here  to-night. 

There  are  about  90  men  Armed  from  Northampton  which  are 
nearly  all  we  mcy  expect  from  there.  The  Cavalry  of  this 
County  are  by  this  time  at  Carlisle.  Capt.  Spade  has  a  fine 
Company  of  Infantry  ready  to  march,  &  I  shall  hasten  the 
drafts  from  the  County  off  to-morrow  but  do  not  expect  the}' 
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will  be  numerous,  but  I  shall  urge  the  whole  to  push  on  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  me  to  have  them  by  all 
means  ready  to  march  from  Carlisle  on  the  10th,  but  to  pro- 
vide means  for  the  march  of  any  that  might  follow. 

I  am  very  uneasy  at  beiug  Detained,  but  cannot  leave  here 
before  sometime  to-morrow,  especially  as  the  Stores  from  Phila- 
delphia are  not  come  on,  from  wjjich  I  am  in  dread  of  some  dis- 
appointment in  their  being  detained  by  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  orders  left  by  me.  Mr.  Dallas'  Waggon  went 
on  with  my  Own  this  morning. 

I  have  appointed  Dr.  Forrest,  of  llarrisburgh,  (by  whom 
this  goes)  to  be  Brigade  Quarter  Master  to  the  3d,  or  Gen'l 
Chambers'  Brigade.  Mr.  Wm,  M.  Biddle  comes  on  in  the 
same  Capacity  with  the  2J,  in  Gen'l  Murray's  Brigade. 

In  hopes  of  having  the  honour  to  join  you  shortly,  I  am, 
With  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Mo.  Obed.  Serv't, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

Q.  31.  ♦(?.  Penn'a. 

Cap.  Forrest's  Troop  from  Philad.  County  marched  from 
here  this  morning. 

His  E.Kcellency  Goverjior  Mifflix. 


GEX.  WM.  IRVINE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIX, 


Carlisle,  Oct'r  2d,  1T95. 
Sin  : — I  have  seen  your  General  Orders  respecting  the  quota 
of  Militia  of  Pennsylvania,  for  general  defence,  and  entertain 
the  most  gratefuU  sense  of  the  honor  you  have  done  me,  in 
appointing  me  to  the  chief  Command.  It  is  respectable  with 
regard  to  number,  &  I  hope  to  make  it  so  in  all  respects,  if  our 
services  should  be  called  for.  I  am  not  accustomed  to  much 
boasting,  but  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  flatter  myself  that,  at 
least  no  discredit  will  attend  the  State  you  represent,  by  the 
appointments  you  have  made  on  this  occasion.  I  am  highly 
gratifled  in  the  selection  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  in  the 
other  general  ofucers  who  are  associated  with  me,  most  of 
them  veterans  who  have  been  tried,  and  their  merit  long  ac- 
knowledged ;  their  experience  and  abilities,  which  I  am  confi- 
25— Vol.  IV. 


388  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

dent  will  bo  exerted,  must  lessen  to  me  the  difficulty  unavoid- 
ably attending  so  arduous  a  duty.  I  have  written  to  Generals 
Chambers  &  Wilson  to  meet  me  soon,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  in  our  district. 

From  the  enquireys  I  have  made,  I  fear  there  will  be  great 
deficiency  of  arms.  If  Dauphin  County  had  been  joined  to 
the  first  division,  I  think  it  would  have  innde  the  divisions 
more  equal,  &  been  more  convenient  for  the  people,  perhaps 
this  has  been  an  error,  or  probably  there  may  be  reasons  that 
have  not  occurred  to  me,  I  wish  not  to  make  any  difficulty. 

Sundry  Stafi"  Officers  are  omitted,  but  whether  you  think 
their  appointment  yet  unnecessary,  or  whether  you  mean  to 
leave  that  to  me,  I  know  not,  but  will  be  much  obliged  by  infor- 
mation. You  know  sir,  that  neither  the  Adjutant  General  nor 
Quartermaster  General  are  or  can  properly  march  or  take  the 
field,  but  when  you  do — and  Deputies  for  so  numerous  a  de- 
tachment will  be  indispensably  necessary,  so  will  Commissa- 
rys,  both  of  provision  &  military  stores,  and  a  Surgeon  or  Di- 
rector General  of  the  Hospital — as  for  Division,  Brigade  & 
Regimental  Staff,  they  can  be  taken  from  the  lino  when  assem- 
bled. I  hope  you  will  excuse  these  suggestions — I  should  not 
make  them,  if  I  was  not  convinced  you  wish  everything  com- 
plete, &  that  I  think  it  more  than  probable,  the  confusion  and 
distress  occasioned  by  the  prevailing  sickness,  may  have  oc- 
casioned it  to  escape  both  you  &  your  officers,  whose  duty  it 
was,  more  immediately  to  enter  into  detail. 

With  the  highest  respect  &  esteem, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  Uumble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 

P.  S. — If  you  consider  it  your  province  to  make  the  appoint- 
ments mentioned,  I  ask  the  favor  of  you,  to  appoint  Doctor 
Robert  Johnston,  of  Franklin  County,  Surgeon  or  Director 
General. 

Private. — If  you  think  it  proper  (but  otherwise  by  no 
means)  I  would  like  to  have  the  first  part  of  this  letter  pub- 
lished. 

W.I. 

The  Governor. 
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RESOLUTIONS    OF    THE  SECOND  MEETING    AT    PAR- 
KINSON'S FERRY. 

Resolutions  of  the  Delegates  of  Townships,  of  the  ]4th  of 
August,  assembled  at  Parkinson's  Ferry  on  the  2d  of  October 
.'igreeable  to  the  notice  in  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette. 

Eesolced,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting 
that  if  the  signature  of  the  submission  be  not  universal  it  is 
not  so  much  owing  to  any  existing  disposition  to  oppose  the 
laws,  as  to  a  want  of  time  and  information  to  operate  a  cor- 
respondent sentiment;  and  with  respect  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber, a  prevailing  consciousness  of  their  having  had  no  concern 
HI  any  outrage,  and  an  idea  that  their  signature  would  imply 
a  sense  of  guilt. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  we  will  submit  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  that  we  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly 
oppose  the  execution  of  the  acts  for  raising  a  revenue  on  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  stills,  and  that  we  will  support,  so  far  as  the 
law  requires,  the  civil  authority  in  affording  the  protection  to 
all  officers  and  to  the  citizens,  reserving,  at  the  same  time  our 
constitutional  rights  of  petition  and  remonstrance. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  in  our  opinion,  in  the  four 
counties  of  Pennsylvania,  westward  of  the  Alleghenv  moun- 
tains, there  is  a  general  disposition  to  submit  to  all  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  determined  to  support  the  civil  authority 
in  their  execution. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  William  Findley,  of  AYestmore- 
land  county,  and  David  Redick,  of  Washington  county,  be 
appointed  commissioners  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions,  and  to  explain  to  government  the  present  state  of 
this  country,  and  detail  such  circumstances  as  may  enable  the 
President  to  judge  whether  an  armed  force  be  now  necessary 
to  support  the  civil  authority  in  those  counties. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  secretary  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions,  by  post,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  Governoi:  of  Pennsylvania,  and  have  them 
printed  in  the  Pittsburg   Gazette. 

ALEXANDER  ADDISON,  Secretary. 
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DEPOSITION  OF  JUDGE  ADDISON. 

United  Stoics,  Pennsylvania  Bislrict,  hh  : 

Before  inc,  llichard  Peters,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  in 
the  United  States,  in  the  Pennsylvania  District,  appeared  Ale^:- 
ander  Addison,  of  the  town  of  \V'ashington,  in  tlie  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  made  oath  that  he  was  present  at  Browns- 
ville, or  Redstone  old  fort,  in  the  county  of  Fayette  and  State 
of  Penns^dvania,  on  the  28th  and  29th  of  August  last,  when 
what  was  called  the  Standing  Committee  met  to  receive  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  government  that  the  minds  of  all  men  ap- 
peared to  be  strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  critical  situa- 
tion of  thiscountr}',  and  the  minds  of  almost  all  with  a  fear  of 
opposing  the  current  of  the  popular  opinon,  and  this  deponent 
•believes  these  impressions  wore  greatly  increased  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  body  of  armed  men  assembled  there  from  Muddy 
'Creek,  in  Washington  County,  to  punish  Samuel  Jackson  as 
an  enemy  to  what  they  called  their  cause. 

This  deponent  further  made  oath  that,  on  the  29lh,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin opened  the  business  of  the  meeting  by  proposing  a  reso- 
lution, that  in  the  opinion  of  that  committee,  it  was  the  inter- 
est of  this  country  to  accept  of  the  terms  offered  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  by  a  speech  of  great  length,  stating  the  im- 
policy and  danger  of  force  in  resistance  of  law,  the  incompe- 
tency of  these  western  counties  to  contend  with  the  United 
States  and  the  necessity  of  submission.  That  Mr.  Bracken- 
ridge  followed  him  also  at  great  length  and  to  the  same  effect. 

This  deponent  further  made  oath,  that  then  Mr.  Bradford 
rose  and  answered  and  opposed  the  various  arguments  used 
by  Mr.  Brackenridge  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  alluded  to  the  revolu- 
tions in  America  and  in  France  as  models  of  imitation,  and 
inducements  to  hope  of  success  in  the  opposition  of  these 
counties  to  government,  stated  the  capacity  of  these  western 
counties  from  their  situation  as  separated  from  the  eastern 
country  by  mountains  and  from  other  circumstances  to  maintain 
a  successful  war  against  the  United  States,  and  in  a  state  of 
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Reparation  to  attu.i!i  and  secure  all  the  essential  objects  and 
protection,  safety  and  trade. 

This  deponent  cannot  undertake  to  repeat  the  expressions 
of  Mr.  Bradford,  but  is  certain  that  he  lias  stated  the  ideas 
vvdiich  they  communicated  to  him  and  his  whole  speech  seemed 
manifestly  calculated  to  keep  up  the  opposition  to  g-overnment 
and  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr. 
Gallatin. 

This  deponent  further  made  oath  that  Mr.  Bradford,  in  a 
conversation  with  this  deponent  on  the  27th  of  September  last, 
told  this  deponent  that  he  made  the  speech  before  alluded  to 
with  a  view  to  maintain  his  influence  with  the  people  under 
an  opinion  that  unless  some  show  of  resistance  was  made  to 
the  terms  of  accommodation,  the  people  would  reject  them  and 
consider  themselves  as  betrayed. 

ALEX'R  ADDISON. 


ADDRESS    OF    CITIZENS  OF  HARRISBURG  TO    PRESI- 
DENT WASHINGTON. 


nARRiSBURG,  Ocluher  Zd,  1794. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America : 
Sir: — While  we,  the  burgesses  and  citizens  of  Harrisbnrg, 
rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  presenting  our  respects  to  a 
character,  so  justly  revered  and  dear  to  Americans,  v^e  cannot 
but  lament  that  we  should  owe  it  to  an  interruption  of  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  our  country,  those  constant  objects  of 
your  public  cares.  We  trust,  however,  that  the  just  indigoa- 
tion  which  fires  the  breasts  of  all  virtuous  citizens,  at  the  un- 
provoked outrages  comuiitted  by  those  lawless  men,  who  are 
in  opposition  to  one  of  the  mildest  and  most  equal  governments 
of  which  the  condition  of  man  is  susceptible,  will  excite  such 
exertions,  as  to  crush  the  spirit  of  disaffection  wherever  it  has 
appeared,  and  that  our  political  horizon  will  shine  brighter 
than  ever  on  a  dispersion  of  the  clouds  which  now  menace  and 
obscure  it. 
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Though  our  sphere  of  action  is  too  limited  to  produce  any 
important  effects,  yet  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency 
that,  so  far  as  it  extends,  our  best  endeavours  shall  not  be 
wanting  to  support  the  happy  constitution  and  wise  adminis- 
tration of  our  government. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  borough. 

CONRAD  EOMBAUGH,* 
ALEX.  BERRYHILL.t 

Burgesses. 


REPLY  OF  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


To  the  Burgesses  and  other  Citizens  of  Ilar/isburgli  : 

Gentlemen' : — In  declaring  to  you  the  genuine  satisfaction 
I  derive  from  your  very  cordial  address,  I  will  not  mingle  any 
expression  of  the  painful  sensations  which  I  experience  from 
the  occasion  that  has  drawn  me  hither.  You  will  be  at  no 
loss  to  do  justice  to  my  feelings.  But  relying  on  that  kind- 
ness of  Providence  towards  our  country,  which  every  adverse 
appearance  hitherto  has  served  to  manifest,  and  counting  upon 
the  tried  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  great  body  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  indulge  with  you,  the 
expectation  of  such  an  issue  as  will  serve  to  confirm  the  bless- 

*  Conrad  Bombaugh  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  having  been 
born  on  tho  Chicques,  about  1750.  He  wasamill-wright  by  profession, 
and  settled,  at  an  early  period,  at  Standing  Stone,  Huntingdon,  where 
be  established  a  mill.  About  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution 
be  removed  to  Higlispire,  and  when  the  county  of  Daupliin  vras  organ- 
ized, in  17S5,  we  find  him  a  resident  of  Ilarrisburg.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  the  new  town,  and  was  honored  by  the  liighest  office  in 
the  gift  of  its  people.     lie  died  in  April,  1S21,  aged  seventj^-one  j-ears. 

t  Alexander  Berryhile  was  a  native  of  Paxtang,  Dauphin  coun- 
ty, wiiere  he  was  born,  about  1749.  Ho  wasone  of  the  first  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Harrisburg  on  its  being  laid  out  in  17S5.  He  erected  a 
house  on  the  corner  of  Market  street  and  iJewberrj^  alle^-,  where  he 
resided  for  a  number  of  ^-ears.  He  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace 
by  Gov.  Mifflin,  and  served  as  burgess  of  tlie  then  fiourishing  town. 
He  was  an  elegant  pensman,  and  an  active  and  intelligent  citizen. 
He  died  at  Har.-isburg. 
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ings  of  peace  we  enjoy,  under  a  constitution  that  well  deserves 
the  confidence,  attachment  and  support  of  virtuous  men.  To 
class  the  inhabitants  of  Harrisburgh  among  this  number,  is 
only  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zealous  and  efficient  exertions, 
which  they  have  made  towards  the  defence  of  the  laws. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


il.  11.  BRACKENRIDGE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  October  3d,  1194. 
His  excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir  :— In  haste  from  what  is  called  Parkinson's  ferry,  in  or- 
der to  reach  this  place  before  the  departure  of  the  Post.  I  en- 
close you  in  haste,  as  the  Post  is  Just  Setting  Out,  or,  as  I 
would  say,  the  Mail  Just  about  to  be  Closed,  a  rough  draught 
of  a  Copy  of  Resolutions  of  a  meeting.  They  are  Just  as 
Copied  Under  a  tree  where  the  meeting  was  held.  It  is  at 
the  request  and  on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  that  I  enclose  them 
lie  had  not  time  to  do  hiirfself  that  honour  before  my  Set- 
ting Out. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
II.  II.  BRACKENRIDGE. 


RESOLUTIONS  AT  TIOGA. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitant-,  of  Iho  township  of  Tioga,* 
held  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1794,  took  into  consideration 
the  cause  of  the  disturbances  in  the  four  western  Counties  of 

■•Formerly  in  Bradford  count}'. 
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this  State,  with  the  measures  pursuing  bj'  tlie  General  and 
State  Governments  ag-ainst  them. 

General  Spaulding,''^  Moderator. 

Obadiali  Gore/j"  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  wisely 
calculated  to  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people  and  ought  to 
be  supported. 

Voted,  that  the  powers  exercised  by  the  legislature  of  the 
general  government  laj'ing  an  excise  is  strictly  constitutional, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  to 
support  and  maintain  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  Executive  of  the  General  and  State  Governments  are  justi- 
fiable in  calling  out  the  Militia  to  enforce  a  duo  obedience  to 
the  Laws. 

Voted,  that  if  there  are  existing  faults  in  our  Constitution 
or  Laws,  or  abuses  in  the  administration  thereof,  it  is  more 
easy  and  expedient  to  correct  such  faults  or  such  abuses  by 
constitutional  means  than  to  appeal  to  arms  and  cause  a  revo- 
lution in  government. 

Voted,  that  this  meeting  highly  disapprove  of  the  present 
opposition  to  the  Constitutional  laws  of  the  United  States  in 
some  of  the  western  counties  of  this  State. 

*SiMOx  Sfaulding  was  born  at  Plainfield,  Conn.,  in  the  year  1741, 
coming  witli  his  family  during  tlae  Connecticut  settlement  of  Wyom- 
ing. He  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolution,  and  done  efficient  service  in 
Sullivan's  expedition.  To  him  was  due  tlie  credit  of  the  victory  at 
Bound  Brook,  where  he  recovered  the  forage.the  British  had  gathered 
and  took  a  number  of  prisoners.  In  1783,  in  company  with  several  of 
his  neighbors,  he  removed  from  Wyoming  to  Shesliequin  in  Bradford 
county,  a  location  he  took  a  fancy  to  in  the  expedition  to  the  Genesee 
country  referred  to.  The  General  married  Ruth  Shephard  in  17C1.  He 
died  at  Shesliequin,  24tli  Januarj',  1814,  aged  sevent3^-three. 

t  Obadiaii  Gore  was  the  eldest  son  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  Torty- 
Fort.  Ho  was  a  native  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  removing  with  his 
lather's  family  to  Wyoming  at  an  early  day.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  service,  and  was  on  the  lines  before  New  York  when 
occurred  that  fearful  massacre  of  the  3rd  of  July,  1778.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber from  Westmoreland  to  the  Connecticut  assembly  in  1781  and  17S2, 
and  subsequent!}^  an  associate  judge  of  the  court  in  Luzerne  county 
on  the  constitution  of  that  court  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsj-l- 
vania,  1798.  He  died  at  Shesliequin  whither  he  had  removed  with 
Gen.  Spaulding,  in  17S3. 
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Voted,  that  wo  stand  read}-  (if  it  be  required)  to  turn  out 
personally  with  our  fellow  citizens  of  this  State  and  of  the 
United  States,  to  support  that  free  government  under  which 
Ave  live. 

Voted,  that  the  foregoing  votes  be  published  for  the  informa- 
tion of  our  fellow  citizens. 

OBADIAII  GORE,  Clerk. 


PAYMASTER  DALLAS  TO  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
ITARMAR. 


Carlisle,  Ath  Oct'r,  lT9i. 
Sir  :— In  order  to  oarry  into  effect  the  assurances  which 
were  given  to  the  Militia,  that  an  arrangement  should  be  made 
for  advancing  to  their  respective  families  the  amount  of  their 
monthly  pay,  I  am  obliged  to  request  that  you  will  favor  me 
with  the  returns  of  such  as  are  desirous  of  that  accommoda- 
tion, distinguishing  their  corps  and  places  of  abode  in  their 
proper  counties.  My  intention  is  to  forward  an  Express 
to  the  county  Treasurers,  upon  the  subject,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  regulated  by  a  view  of  the  returns.  How  far  it  may  be 
proper  to  make  it  the  occasion  of  a  General  Order,  I  submit 
to  your  better  knowledge  of  Military  business. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Serv't, 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
P.  21.  G.  Penn'a  Militia. 
To  JosiAH  Harmar,  Esquire,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia 
of  Penns'a.  » 
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DAVID  BRADFORD,  OF  WASHINGTOX,  TO  GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


'     Washixgtox,   OcVr  Ath,  1794. 

Sir  : — This  will  bo  handed  j^ou  by  Mr.  Redick,  who,  with 
Mr.  Finley,  waits  on  the  Pres't  of  the  U.  S.  &  yourself,  on  the 
Subject  of  the  unhappy  Disturbances  that  have  taken  place 
here.  I  hope  the  Gloom  is  at  length  dispelled,  and  that  the 
Sun  will  shine  forth  from  the  unclouded  Heavens  bright  as 
usual. 

We  have  had  a  very  general  meeting  at  Parkinson's  Ferr^, 
&  concluded  that  it  was  a  Duty  yve  owed  to  Government  & 
ourselves,  to  give  the  true  present  State  of  things.  We  hope 
this  will  be  done  by  the  Gent'n  who  wait  upon  yon. 

I  am  much  mortified  to  hear  that  my  Conduct  is  greatly 
misrepresented  or  entirely  misunderstood  in  the  late  Occur- 
rences. I  must  confess,  I  always  disliked  the  Excise  Law,  but 
it  was  never  in  my  mind  to  go  farther  than  the  Committees,  who 
met  at  Pittsburgh,  expressed  in  their  Resolutions,  to  wit:  a 
negative  opposition. 

After  the  first  Effray  at  Nevills,  when  informed  of  it  &  con- 
sulted what  ought  to  be  done,  I  disapproved  in  the  Strongest 
Terms,  of  the  measures.  Mr.  Redick  can  explain  to  you  raj' 
conduct,  for  he  was  present,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  unpleas- 
ing  to  you  to  hear  it. 

My  conduct  has  been  greatly  misconstrued,  at  the  last  meet- 
ing at  Redstone  old  Fort.  Other  Conduct  would  have  defeated 
my  Design,  to  wit :  to  bring  about  a  submission  to  the  Laws. 
I  believe  I  may  say,  without  arrogating  more  to  myself  than 
is  due,  that  I  have  done  as  much  as  any  here,  towards  a  Re- 
conciliation &  Submission  to  the  Laws.  Mr.  Redick  was,  in 
a  great  measure,  witness  to  mj'  Conduct  in  affecting  this  de- 
sirable End. 

Had  I  acquiesced  in  the  Terms,  when  first  ofiered  by  the 
Com'rs,  the  people,  I  am  convinced,  would  have  believed  I 
had  been  bribed.  A  multitude  dispersed  over  a  Country,  can- 
not, in  a  Day,  be  reasoned  into  opinions  &  measures  as  an  In- 
dividual may. 
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In  fine,  Sir,  let  me  pray  you  to  suspend  your  opinion  re- 
specting my  Conduct,  till  time  &  a  future  Explanation  will 
thro^Y  more  light  &  afford  means  of  a  more  correct  Judgment 
thereon. 

I  am  -with   sentiments  of  the  highest  Esteem  &  regard, 
Y'r  mo.  Ob't  humble  Serv't, 

DAVID  BRADFORD. 
Gov'r  MiFFLi.v. 


SECRETARY    DALLAS    TO    THE    OFFICERS    ON    THE 
WESTERN  EXPEDITION. 


CIRCULAR. 

Carlisle,  bth  Oct'r,  1794. 
Sir: — In  obedience  to  a  Resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, 1  have  transmitted  to  you  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  Act, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  suppressing  an  Insurrection 
in  the  Western  counties  of  this  Commonwealth;''  and  also,  a 
copy  of  an  Act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  enable  such  of  the  Militia 
of  this  Commonv/ealth  as  may  be  on  service  and  absent  from 
their  re.^pective  counties,  to  vote  at  the  next  General  Elec- 
tion." 

I  afn.  Sir, 

Y'onr  Most  Obcd.  Serv't, 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  til?  respective  Field  Ofiiccrs  and  Captains  of  the  Militia 
on  the  Western  Expedition. 
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COL    JESSE  FELL-  TO  GOVERNOR  M[FFLTN 


WiLKESDAr.r.E,  Oclober  blh,  1794. 
Sir  : — This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  George  Eddy,  who 
hath  spent  a'_fe\v  days  in  this  County,  I  believe,  mucii  to  the 
advantage  oi"  Government.  At  this  Crisis,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  inform  you  of  the  sentiments  of  this  County,  as  nigh  as  my 
information  will  enable  me  to  do  it.  The  Lihabitants  oi 
Wilkesbarre  and  its  neighbourhood  are  warmly  attached  in 
support  of  Government,  and  so  are  the  well  informed  through- 
out the  County.  Where  anything  has  been  said  in  favour  of  the 
Insurgents,  it  is  amongst  the  Ignorant,  those  opposed  to  any 
Government,  and  the  disauected  in  the  late  War  ;  but  as  infor- 
mation gains  ground  daily,!  hope  we  shall  soon  be  unanimous 
in  favour  of  Government  in  this  County.  As  an  assurance  of 
our  warm  attachment  to  the  present  Cause  of  Supporting  Gov- 
ernment and  quelling  the  Western  Insurgents,  we  have  em- 
bodied a  company  of  Infantry  which  have  this  day  marched 
forward  ;  they  have  elected  their  Oflicers,  Certificates  whereof 
is  enclosed.  I  hope  this  measure  &  their  Conduct  will  meet 
your  approbation.  Should  you  have  Occasion  for  more  assist- 
ance and  our  frontier  Situation  warrant  the  measure,  there  are 
numbers  in  this  County  who  have  declared  their  willingness, 
if  called  upon,  to  turn  out  in  Support  of  Government — amongst 
them,  I  may  mention  Col'n.  Franklin,  who  always  leads  with 
him  a  Strong  party.  After  taking  advisement,  1  have  lent  to 
Capt.  Samuel  Bowman,  the  Publick  muskets  entrusted  to  my 
care,  for  the  use  of  his  company,  with  a  few  Catriges  for  their 

*  Jesse  Fell  was  a  native  of  Backs  county,  barn  in  1731,  removing 
early  to  Luzerne.  He  was  elected  sherift"  of  the  latter  county  and 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  oflice,  was  appointed  b3^  Gov.  Mif- 
llin  associate  judge,  a  position  he  held  for  thirt3Mive  years.  To  him 
the  credit  is  due  for  demonstrating  by  actual  experiment,  on  the  11th 
of  February,  180S,  tlie  burning  of  autliracite  coal  in  a  grate.  In  this 
particular  he  was  a  public  benefactor,  and  deserves  to  be  held  in  re- 
membrance by  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  Judge  Fell  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  died  at  "Wilkes-Barro,  August  11, 
1830. 
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Safety.     Perhaps  they  never  can  be  used  in  a  better  Cause, 
neither  may  they  be  safe  on  their  marcli  Avithout  arms,  as  this 
is  a  voluntary  business.     1  hope  my  Conduct  therein  may  meet 
your  approbation. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  and  very  Humble  Servant, 

JESSE  FELL. 
Ilis  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r.,  Governor  of  Penn- 
pvlvania. 


MR.  PUTNAM  CATLIN  TO  GEORGE  EDDY 


WiLKESBARRE,    Octohev  Qlh,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  have  just  returned  from  my  tour  up  this  River,  &  I 
have  the 'pleasure  to  tell  you  that  the  Inhabitants  where  I  have 
traveled,  are  all  attached  to  the  Gen'l  Government,  and  are 
disposed  to  do  everj'thing  in  their  power  to  support  it.  Two 
meetings^were  called,  one  at  Tioga  &  one  at  Wyalusing,  & 
<3ach  passed  some  votes  expressive  of  this  Disposition,  which 
I  suppose  ma}'  be  published. 

I  have  inclosed  to  Captain  Bowman,  a  letter  directed  to  him 
&  his  Company,  signed  by  Maj'r  Saturlie,  Capt.  Matthewson 
Spalding  &|others,  expressing  their  good  wishes,  &  that  they 
will  back  his  Company  if  limes  sliould  go  hard,  &c.,  which  let- 
ter I  wish  you  would  read. 

All  that  I  can  tell  you  about  the  treaty,  is  that  the  Oneida, 
Caj'uga  &  Onoudagua  Lidians,  amounting  to  150,  had  arrived 
at  the  place  of  the  Treaty,  &  those  at  Bvffaloe,  (the  Senecas, 
Mohawks,  &c.,)  had  sent  word  by  their  liunners,  that  they 
should  arrive  by  the  8th  instant.  It  is  expected  it  will  a  gi'eat 
treaty,  that  is,  the  Indians  will  generally  attend.  This  intelli- 
gence I  had^from  Esq.  Maxwell,  of  Tioga  point,  who  had  just 
xirrived  from  the  place  of  Treat}'-,  &  had  seen  the  Indians.  It 
it  is  reported  at  the  Lakes,  that  at  the  Garrisons  of  Detroit  & 
Niagara,  the  people  are  in  great  consternation  on  account  of 
the  threat  of  the  Indians,  &  it  is  expected  the  Indians  will 
turn  their  arms  en  tlie  British,  take  the  Garrison  &  join  the 
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Americans,  because  the  British  have  not  supported  them  in  the 
War  agreeable  to  promise — even  since  their  late  action  with 
Gen'l  Wayne,  (in  which  they  lost  300  warriors,)  they  have 
been  disafiected  towards  the  British.  It  is  further  reported 
that  Gov.  Simcoe  has  disappeared  (&  is  not  to  be  found)  on 
account  of  the  disturbance  raised  by  the  Indians — this  news,  I 
fear,  is  too  good  to  be  true. 

I  cannot  express  how  much  success,  honor  &  pleasure  I 
wish  may  attend  you  in  your  Expedition.  My  heart  is  with 
you.  I  know  you  will  be  overjoyed  at  meeting  your  own 
Company  in  the  camp,  and  I  am  persuaded,  too,  that  you  will 
not  forget  our  Little  Band  of  Heroes  who  marched  witli  you 
from  this  place. 

I  shall  write  to  Capt.  Bowman,  &  if  I  have  time,  to  some 
others  of  his  Company. 

1  am,  sir,  with  esteem  &;  Respect, 

Your  most  obed't  Servant, 

PUTNAM  CATLTN. 

Mr.  George  Eddy. 


MR.  TRIMBLE*  TO  JOHN  CRAIG,  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


Secretary's  Office, 

Phil  A.,  6  th  October,  1794. 
Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  fourth  instant,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  was  this  day  received  by  Express.     As 

*  James  Trimble  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  July  19,  1755.  His 
father  dying  Avhen  quite  young  and  being  a  good  ponsman,  ho  was  ap- 
prenticed a  clerk  in  the  Land  Office  under  James  Tilghman  about 
1770.  In  March,  1777,  he  became  assistant  to  Col.  Timothy  IMatlack, 
Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  under  the  Common- 
wealth was  successively  appointed  deputy  secretary  down  to  January 
14,  1835,  the  administration  of  Gov.  Ritner,  covering  a  period  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  Mr.  Trimble  married,  in  April,  1782,  Clarissa,  widow  of 
John  Hastings.  Her  maiden  name  was  Claypoole  and  she  was  a  de- 
scendent  ot  Oliver  Cromwell.  She  died  at  Lancaster,  Feb.  6,  1810.  Mr. 
Trimble  assisted  to  remove  the  State  records  from  Philadelphia  to 
Lancaster  in  1799,  and  from  Lancaster  to  Harrisburg  in  1812.  He  died 
at  Harrisburg  25th  January,  1836. 
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the  Secretary  has  gone  with  the  Governor  to  Carlisle,  I  will  as 
soon  as  possible  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Governor.  At  present,  I  wish  you  to  be  in- 
formed that  the  doubts  you  mention  have  not  been  entertained 
here  ;  the  Brigade  Inspectors  of  the  City  and  County  of  Phila- 
delphia, having,  under  the  instructions  from  the  Governor, 
proceeded  to  draft  from  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth 
classes  of  the  Militia  of  their  Brigades,  and  I  believe  the  same 
has  been  done  in  the  neighboring  counties. 

As  soon  as  I  receive  an  answer,  it  shall  be  forwarded  with 
all  dispatcli. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Serv., 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

DepCy  SecWy. 
To  John  Craig,  Esquire,  Brigade  Inspect,  of  the  County  of 
Northampton, 


RETURN  OF  CAPT.  MATTHEW  ISI'CONNELL'S  TROOP. 


Return  of  the  Philadelphia  troop  of  Volunteer  Green's,  com- 
manded by  Matthew  M'Connell..  now  doing  dut/  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  at  the  encampment  near  Carlisle,  October  8, 
n94: 

Matthew  M'Connell,  Captain. 

John  Morrell,  First  Lieutenant. 

John  D.  Blanchard,  Lieut.  &  Adjut. 

John  Gumming,  Surgeon. 

John  Inskeep,  Quarter  Master. 

George  Weed,  Assistant  do. 

Troopers. 

John  Sitgreaves,  George  Lauman, 

Henry  Miercken,  William  Brown, 

R'bt  Crozier,  Peter  Wikoff,  Jliq., 

Joshua  B,  Bond,  John  Davis, 

William  Massey,  Henry  Toland, 


402    ■  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

Oharles  Harris,  James  Grubb, 

David  M'Cormick,  William  Meredith, 

Jonathan  Smith,  Jini.,  Franklin  Wharton, 

William  Moore  Smith,  John  Crosb}', 

William  McFadden,  William  Mott, 

Matthias  Sadler,  Ilenrj^  L.  Waddell, 

James  Boggs,  Alexander  Cochran, 

Joseph  R.  Tatem,  Samuel  N.  Potts, 

James  Bacon,  Richard  W.  Meade, 

Richard  Potter,  William  Hunter, 

Edward  Price,  Caleb  Foulke, 

John  Morgan  Price,  Adam  Hoops, 

John  Fairhairn,  David  Lev}-, 

Robert  jCampbell,  Charles  Francis. 

William  Sergeant,  acting  as  Brigade  Major    and   Aid    de 
Camp  to  General  Proctor. 

Jacob  Gideon,  Trumpeter. 

Enrolled  men  equipped  by  the  troop  : 

George  Rawlin,  Joseph  Blythe, 

William  B.  Smith,  Chas.  Tallmau. 
Martin  Lombert, 


MESSRS.    WILSON  AND  HUBLEY,  OF   NORTHUMBER- 
LAND, TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


NoRTHUMBERLAKD,  Oclobev  S'Jl,  1794. 
Sir  : — It  is  with  pain  wc  are  under  the  necessity  to  inform 
you,  that  a  very  disorderly  and  riotous  spirit  exhibits  itself  \n 
several  parts  of  this  county,  and  particularly  in  Buffaloe  &  this 
town.  We  do  not  think  that  any  Treasonable  attempts  against 
the  Constitution  &  Laws  of  the  United  States  are  intended  as 
yet  by  our  Northumberland  anarchists,  but  it  is  hard  to  say 
with  confidence,  that  an  outrage  may  not  hereafter  be  com- 
mitted on  the  public  peace,  as  a  number  of  Libertj'-poles  (a.^; 
they  are  erroniously  called)  have  lifted  their  baneful  &  poison- 
ous heads  in  several  parts  of  the  county.  These  poles  have 
.already  been  productive  of   much  riot  &  confusion,  &  they 
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still  prove  a  standard  for  rioters  to  flock  round.     A  few  well 

™' n"r  t:^""^  r  ^"  ^^-^  ^'^  ^^^°'  -^^  - 

eiectea  m  tb.s  Town.     A  few  days  after,  a  second  &  mnel, 

larger  one  was  raised  (by  the  same  persons  who     ere  active 

lVntt:T''  ^'"'  '"'"'''''--  of  irritationT.r„: 

This  pole  was  also  cut  down  by  order  of  Capt  Bowman  who 

teers.     The  Town  now  eee.ns  quiet,  but  how  lon«-  the  calm 

may  confnne  ,s  difficult  to  determine.     Under  alt  these  ci" 

umstanees,  we  thought  it  most  advisable  to  reque  t  th    st  I' 

of  Capt.  Bowman  &  his  company  for  a  few  days,  unti   we  can 

IZ127  "  '"''''''  "'  ™'""'^"^  '-  the'p'reservalion  of 
orde   &.  the  suppression  of  riots  &  disorderly  meeting  of  the 
peop  e  m  th,s  county.    AVe  hope  that  our  e.Lple  wT  b     ol 
lowed  mthis  respect,  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 

tapt.  Bowman  has  very  politely  agreed  to  the  above  reoui 
smon   on  cond.tion  that  we  would  undertake  to  infolTour 
E?  el  ency  of  the  reason  of  his  stay.     Cap,.  Bowman     ques 
at  ilr.    George   Eddy,  a  volunteer  in    Capt.   M'Pherso,  l 

at::;  ::r,is,;!™'^"^^ "  --''''  ^^  "'^  --'p--^'  ™™  ^^ 

sin'^'hisl^r™:!  h'"  •"'  '^^.""^■"-b' Officer ;  his  conduct 
s  nee  his  arrival  has  given  universal  satisfaction  to  all  c-ood 
citizens;  his  company  consists  of  about  Fiftv  men  all  n Th 
uniform,  &  in  high  spirits.  '"^^ 

We  are,  With  Respect, 

Y'r  Excellency's  ob't  Serv'ts, 

WM.  WILSON,  £,-.  Gen'l. 
BER'D  nUBLEV,  BnVe  Insp'r 
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GEORGE  EDDY  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIX, 


NoRTHrMBERLAXD,  Octohcr  9ih,  1794 
Sir  : — Agreeably  to  the  furlough  given  me  by  Major  Mc- 
Pherson,  I  loft  the  City  oii  the  20th  ult'o,  and  ou  my  arrival 
at  Wioming,  Immediately  in  Co-operation  with  the  leading 
People  there,  got  resolves  Expressive  of  their  attachment  to 
Government  Passed,  and  likewise  raised  a  company  of  Volun- 
teers under  Capt.  Bowman,  who  have  marched  this  far  on  their 
way  to  Camp.  General  Wilson  and  all  the  other  friends  to  gov- 
ernment, having  have  been  overawed  &  Insulted,  by  a  set  of 
Lawless  People  for  sometime  past,  have  requested  Capt.  Bow- 
man to  halt  here  in  order  to  raise  a  Standard  to  which  the 
friends  of  order  may  repair  and  Embody  themselves  to  Defend 
the  Civil  authority  in  Executing  the  Laws  ;  it  has  alread}'  had 
a  good  Effect.  William  Bonam  and  others  in  this  Town  have 
Submitted.  As  I  have  acted  so  much  at  my  own  discretion,  I 
must  still  Continue  absent  from  my  Corps,  and  by  your  Excel- 
lency's Sanction  of  my  absence,  but  if  you  think  it  proper 
that  I  should  leave  Capt.  Bov/man,  I  will  Instantly  Join  my 
Company  in  Camp.  General  \Vi;oon  tiimks  or.r  remaining  here 
six  Days  will  be  Sulncientto  answer  all  the  purposes  proposed 
by  halting  at  this  place  ;  therefore,  on  the  15th  Inst.  Capt.  Bow- 
man proposes  marching  by  the  Rout  Enclosed  unless  Counter- 
manded by  your  Excellency. 

General  Wilson  Expects  he  will  be  accompanied  by  about 
100  men,  which,  I  believe,  is  as  great  a  number  of  friends  to 
Government  as  he  can  Raise  in  this  County  on  the  present  oc- 
casion; Capt.  Bowman's  Strength  is  about  50.  If  you  should 
think  proper  to  order  a  Troop  of  Horse  over  to  accompan}^  us 
or  to  meet  us  in  our  Rout,  they  might  render  Esential  service 
in  seizing  the  Disaffected  ;  you  will  pardon  my  taking  the  Lib- 
erty of  tliis  Suggestion.  Capt.  Bowman  is  very  anxious  to  re- 
ceive your  orders  to  march  towards  Camp. 
1  Ain,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't 

li'ble  Serv't, 

GEORGE  EDDY. 
His  Excellency,  Gov.  Mifflin. 
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P.  S. — "William  Ross,  Esquire,  of  Luzerne  County,  will  de- 
liver these  Dispatches  to  your  Excellency.  His  sword  which 
he  carries  with  him  will  be  an  honorable  Passport  to  your 
notice,  haveing  been  presented  to  him  on  an  occasion  similar 
to  the  present.  He  can  inform  you  of  the  Steps  hitherto  taken 
and  of  the  Disposition  of  the  People  up  the  river.  The  Com- 
missions of  the  officers  of  the  Luzerne  Volunteers,  1  suppose, 
will  bear  date  from  the  Time  of  their  Election,  whicii  will  ap- 
pear by  Mr.  Fell's  Letter  Enclosed  to  you. 

I  enclose  3'ou  a  letter  from  Mr,  Catlin,  which  perhaps  may 
be  useful. 

The  Rout  to  Bedford  which  General  Wilson  Recommends 
for  the  Troops  under  Capt  Bowman,  now  at  North'd,  in  case 
they  should  receive  the  Governor's  orders  to  march  there,  is  as 
follows  : 

From  North'd  to  Derr's  Town,  1  Liberty  Pole,    8  Miles. 
To  Bilmyer's,  1  Liberty  Pole,        2 
To  Wilson's  Tavern,  2  Poles,       16 
To  Aaronsburgh,  16 

To  Hanford's,  Hostile,  16 

To  Vanhorn's  &  Montgomery's,  18 
To  Juniatta,  4 

To  Water  Street,  6 

To  Frankstown,  12 

After  this  we  are  unacquainted  with  the  Stages  and  must 
Expect  the  Governor's  orders. 

G,  EDDY. 


ALEXANDER    HAMILTON    TO    GOVERNOR    MIFFLIN. 


Carlisle,  Octoh.  10,  1194:. 
Sir  : — The  President  thinks  he  ought  not  to  leave  this  place 
without  a  formal  expression  of  the  very  poignant  regret  he 
has  felt  at  the  unfortunate  accidents  which  happened,  in  two 
instances,  previous  to  his  arrival  at  this  place,  having  occa- 
sioned the  death  of  two  persons  ;  and  of  his  extreme  solicitude 
that  all  possible  pains  may  be  taken  to  avoid,  in  future,  not 
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only  accidents  of  a  similar  kind,  but  all  unauthorized  acts  of 
"injury  to  the  persons  or  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  through  which  the  army  may  march.  It  is  a  very 
precious  &  important  idea  that  those  who  are  called  out  in 
support  &  defence  of  the  Laws,  should  not  give  occasion,  or 
even  protect  to  impute  to  them  infractions  of  the  laws.  They 
cannot  render  a  more  important  service  to  the  cause  of  gov- 
ernment &  order,  than  by  a  conduct  scrupulously  regardful  of 
the  rights  of  their  fellow  citizens  and  exemplary  for  decorum, 
regularit}'  &  moderation. 

The  vindication  of  the  just  authority  of  the  laws,  by  effec- 
tual yet  legal  means,  will  not  be  neglected  ;  but  all  good  citi- 
zens must  unite  in  the  wish  that  none  other  may  be  employed. 

The  President  is  not  unaware  of  the  circumstances  of  justi- 
'fication  or  excuse  which  have  attended  the  accidents  to  which 
•an  allusion  has  been  had.  They  aflbrd  him  much  consolation. 
Yet,  as  it  is  always  important  to  cultivate  the  confidence  & 
afiections  of  the  citizens  at  large,  &  as  it  is  frequently  verj- 
■difficult  to  cause  circumstances  which  justify  or  excuse  to  be 
properly  &  generally  understood,  it  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  an  increased  vigilance  &  caution  to  avoid  an3'thing 
that  maj"  require  explanation. 

These  observations  &  sentiments  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
municate by  the  special  direction  of  the  President. 

It  has  also  been  mentioned  to  him,  that  among  various  false 
■reports  in  circulation,  contrived,  no  doubt,  to  check  the  zeal 
of  the  Militia  for  the  service  they  are  to  perform,  it  is  given 
■out-  that  the  real  ultimate  intention  is  to  employ  them  against 
the  British  posts  or  against  the  savages ;  he  therefore  desires 
me  to  authorize  and  instruct  you  to  declare  in  his  name  to  the 
troops,  that  no  such  intention  has  been  or  is  entertained  ;  that 
the  sole  object  of  their  march  was  &  is  the  suppression  of  the 
insurrection  which  exists  in  the  Western  counties  in  this  State, 
&  that  their  continuance  in  service  will  not  be  protracted  a 
moment  longer  than  is  essential  to  this  object. 

In  consideration  of  the  difficulty  of  supplying,  wnth  exact- 
ness, certain  small  articles,  which  enter  into  the  composition 
of  the  ration,  owing  to  the  extent  of  the  demand  &  the  short- 
ness of  the  time  to  provide,  I  hav6  the  President's  permission 
to  inform  you,  that  whenever  the  state  of  the  supply  will  admit 
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of  it,  there  will  be  added  to  each  ration  of  beef  issued,  a  quar 
ter  of  a  pound. 

With  great  respect  &  esteem, 

I  liave  the  lionor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  CAPT.  EBENEZER  BOWMAN. 


Carlisle,  10th  October,  1794. 
Sir: — As  I  understand  you  have  arrived  with  a  Volunteer 
Company  of  Infantry,  at  Sunbury,  I  am  induced,  by  the  re- 
quest of  the  Brigadier  General  and  Brigade  Inspector  of 
Northumberland  County,  to  consent  to  your  remaining  there 
for  six  days,  or  any  longer  period  that  may  be  essentially  neces- 
sary to  preserve  peace  and  order.  After  that  object  is  accom- 
plished, I  wish  you  to  join  the  Army  at  Bedford,  by  the  best, 
and  most  expeditious  route. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Il'ble  Serv. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN.. 
To  Ebexezer  Bowmax,  Esq. 


GOVERNOR  HOWELL,  OF  NEW  JERSEY,  TO  GOV- 
ERNOR MIFFLIN. 


Strasburg,  7  o'clock  P.  M., 

Ocrr  Ith,  1794. 
Sir  : — I  had  the  Honor  to  Receive  your  Letter  enclosing  the 
Route,  and  had  fixed  my  posts  in  the  requisite  Order.  The 
Election  is  to  be  held  at  Fort  Littleton  of  which  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Gentlemen  are  informed.  Provisions  are  ordered  to  be 
drawn  by  the  Whole,  at  the  same  time  &  for  an  equal  Number  of 
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Days,  The  Troops  are  in  high  Spirits  &  to-morrow  we  ascend 
the  Mountain,  as  the  Hill  is  called.  If  there  had  been  forage 
elsewhere  I  should  have  proceeded  further  this  Day,  but  to- 
morrow I  will  reach  Fort  Littleton.  My  Compliments  await 
the  Gentlemen  of  your  Corps,  d-  All  is  well. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Il'mble  Serv't, 

R'D  HOWELL, 


His  Excellency  Governor  Miffu.v. 


C'ommand'g,  dec. 


GEN.  KXOX  TO  MAJOR  PARROT. 


War  Depaktmext,  Oct.  14,  1T94-. 
Sip.  : — I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  arrest  the  march  of  all  the  Jersey  Militia,  whether  Cavalry, 
Artillery  or  Infantry,  who  had  not  crossed  the  Delaware  on 
the  twelfth.  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  order  all  those  who 
have  arrived  at  Trenton,  or  who  shall  arrive,  to  return  to  their 
respective  homes.  Let  this  be  made  known  extensively. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

II.  KNOX, 

Sec'ry  of  War. 
Major  Parrot,  Commanding  OfiScer  of  Trenton. 


ADDRESS  OF  CITIZENS  OF  CARLISLE  TO  PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON. 


Carlisle,  October  11th,  1794, 
To  George  VVasiiingtox,  Usq.,  President  of  the  United  Slates: 

Sir  : — We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  this  borough,  on 
behalf  of  ourselves  and  our  fellow  citizens,  friends  to  good 
order,  government  and  the  laws,  approach  you  at  this  time,  to 
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express  our  sincere  admiration  of  those  virtues  which  have 
been  uniformly  exerted  with  so  much  success,  for  the  happi- 
ness of  America,  and  whicli,  at  this  critical  period  of  impend- 
ing- foreign  and  domestic  troubles,  have  been  manifested  with 
distinguished  lustre. 

Though  we  deplore  the  cause  which  has  collected  in  this 
borough  all  classes  of  virtuous  citizens,  yet  it  afibrds  us  the 
most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  meet  the  P\ather  of  our  Country 
and  brethren  in  arms,  distinguished  for  their  patriotism,  their 
love  of  order  and  attachment  to  the  constitution  and  laws  ; 
and  while  on  the  one  hand  we  regret  the  occasion  which  has 
brought  from  their  homes  men  of  all  situations,  who  have  made 
sacrifices  unequalled  in  any  other  country,  of  their  private  in- 
terests to  the  public  good,  yet  we  are  consoled  by  the  consid- 
eration, that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  evinced  to 
our  enemies  abroad  and  the  foes  of  our  happ}'  constitution  at 
home,  that  they  not  only  have  the  will,  but  possess  the  power 
to  repel  all  foreig;n  invaders  and  to  crush  all  domestic  traitors. 

The  history'  of  the  world  affords  us  too  many  instances  of 
the  destruction  of  free  governments  by  factions  and  unprinci- 
pled men.  Yet  the  present  insurrection  and  opposition  to 
government  is  exceeded  by  none,  either  for  its  causeless  origin 
or  for  the  extreme  malignity  and  wickedness  with  which  it  has 
been  executed. 

The  unexampled  clemeucy  of  our  councils,  in  their  endeav- 
ors to  bring  to  a  sense  of  duty  the  western  insurgents,  and  the 
ungrateful  returns  which  have  been  made  by  that  deluded  peo- 
ple, have  united  all  good  men  in  cue  common  effort,  to  restore 
order  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  punish  those  who 
have  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of,  and  have  spurned  at  the 
most  tender  and  humane  offers  that  have  ever  been  made  to 
rebels  and  traitors. 

We  have  viewed  with  pain,  the  great  industry,  art  and  mis- 
representations which  have  been  practised,  to  delude  our  fel- 
low citizens.  We  trust  that  the  effort  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, the  combination  of  the  good  and  virtuous  against  the  vi- 
cious and  factious,  will  cover  with  confusion,  the  malevolent 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  afford  to  the  well  disposed 
the  certainty  of  protection  to  their  persons  and  property. 
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The  sword  of  justice  in  the  hands  of  our  beloved  President, 
can  only  be  considered  as  an  object  of  terror  by  the  wicked, 
and  will  be  looked  up  to  by  the  good  and  virtuous  as  their 
safeguard  and  protection. 

We  bless  that  Providence  which  has  preserved  a  life  so  val- 
uable through  so  many  important  scenes,  and  we  pray  that  He 
will  continue  to  direct  and  prosper  the  measures  adopted  by 
you,  for  the  security  of  our  internal  peace  and  stability  of  our 
government,  and  that  after  a  life  of  continued  usefulness  and 
glory,  you  may  be  rewarded  with  eternal  felicity. 


REPLY    OF    GEN.  WASHINGTON  TO    THE    ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  : — I  Thank  you  sincerely  for  your  affectionate 
address,  I  feel  as  I  ought,  what  is  personal  to  me,  and  I  can- 
not but  be  particularly  pleased  with  the  enlightened  and  patri- 
otic attachment  which  is  manifested  towards  our  happy  con- 
stitution and  the  laws. 

When  we  look  round  and  behold  the  universally  acknow- 
ledged prosperity  which  blesses  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
facts  no  less  unequivocal  than  those  which  are  the  lamented 
occasion  of  our  present  meeting,  were  necessary  to  persuade 
us  that  any  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  could  be  so  deficient 
in  discernment  or  virtue,  as  to  attempt  to  disturb  a  situation 
which,  instead  of  murmurs  and  tumults,  calls  for  our  warmest 
gratitude  to  Heaven,  and  our  earnest  endeavors  to  preserve 
and  prolong  so  favored  a  lot. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  delusion  cannot  be  lasting  ;  that  reason 
will  speedily  regain  her  empire,  and  the  laws  their  just  autho- 
rity, where  they  have  lost  it.  Let  the  wise  and  the  virtuous 
unite  their  efforts  to  reclaim  the  misguided,  and  to  detect  and 
defeat  the  arts  of  the  factious.  The  union  of  good  men  is  a 
basis  on  which  the  security  of  our  internal  peace  and  the  sta- 
bility of  our  government  may  safely  rest.  It  will  always  prove 
an  adequate  rampart  against  the  vicious  and  disorderly. 

In  any  case  in  which  it  may  be  indispensable  to  raise  the 
sword  of  justice  against  obstinate  offenders,  I  shall  deprecate 
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the  necessity  of  deviating  from  a  favorite  aim,  to  establish  the 
authority  of  the  laws  in  the  affections  of  all  rather  than  in  the 
fears  of  any. 

G'O.  WASHINGTON. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GENERAL  IIEN'RY  LEE. 


Bedford,  20lh  October,  1794. 

Sip.  : — I  have  it  in  special  instruction  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  now  at  this  place,  to  convey  to  j'ou  on  his 
behalf  the  following  instructions  for  the  general  directions  of 
your  conduct,  in  command  of  the  militia  army  with  which  you 
are  charged : 

The  objectsfor  which  the  militia  have  been  called  forth,  are  ; 

1.  To  suppress  the  combinations  which  exist  in  some  of  the 
western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opposition  to  the  laws 
laying  duties  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States 
and  upon  stills. 

2.  To  cause  tiie  laws  to  be  executed.  These  object  are. to 
be  effected  in  two  ways  : 

1.  By  military  force. 

2.  By  judiciary  process  and  other  civil  proceedings. 
The  objects  of  the  military  force  are  two-fold. 

1.  To  overcome  any  armed  opposition  which  may  exist. 

2.  To  countenance  and  support  the  civil  officers  in  the 
means  of  executing  the  laws. 

With  a  view  to  the  first  of  these  two  objects,  you  may  pro- 
ceed as  speedily  as  may  be  with  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand, into  the  insurgent  counties  to  attack,  and  as  far  as  shall 
be  in  your  power  subdue  all  persons  whom  you  may  find  in. 
arms  in  opposition  to  the  laws  above  mentioned.  You  will 
march  your  army  in  two  columns  from  the  places  where  they 
are  now  assembled,  by  the  most  convenient  routes,  having  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  roads,  the  convenience  of  supply 
and  the  facility  of  co-operation  and  union,  and  bearing  in  mind 
that  you  ought  to  act  until  the  contrary  shall  be  fully  developed 
on  the  general  principle  of  having  to  contend  with  the  whole 
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force  of  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Westmoreland,  "Washington 
and  Allegheny  and  of  that  part  of  Bedford  which  lies  westward 
of  the  town  of  Bedford,  and  that  you  are  to  put  as  little  as 
possible  to  hazard.  The  approximation,  therefore,  of  your 
columns  is  to  be  sought,  and  the  sub-division  of  them  so  as  to 
place  the  parts  out  of  mutual  supporting  distance  to  be  avoided 
as  far  as  local  circumstances  will  permit.  Parkinson's  Ferry 
appears  to  be  a  proper  point  toward  which  to  direct  the 
march  of  the  columns  for  the  purpose  of  ulterior  measures. 

When  arrived  within  the  insurgent  country,  if  an  armed  op- 
position appear  it  may  be  proper  to  publish  a  proclamation  in- 
viting all  good  citizens,  friends  to  the  constitution  and  laws, 
to  join  the  standard  of  the  United  States.  If  no  armed  oppo- 
sition exist,  it  may  still  be  proper  to  publish  a  proclamation 
exhorting  to  a  peaceful  and  dutiful  demeanor  and  giving  assur- 
ances of  performing  with  good  faith  and  liberality  whatsoever 
may  have  been  promised  by  the  commissioners,  to  those  who 
have  complied  with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  them,  and 
who  have  not  forfeited  their  title  by  subsequent  misdemeanor. 

Of  those  persons  in  arms,  if  any,  whom  you  may  make  pris- 
oners; leaders,  including  all  persons  in  command,  are  to  be 
delivered  to  the  civil  magistrates,  the  rest  to  be  disarmed,  ad- 
monished and  sent  home,  (except  such  as  may  have  been  par- 
ticularly violent  and  also  influential,)  causing  their  own  recog- 
nizances for  their  good  behavior  to  be  taken  in  the  cases  which 
it  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

With  a  view  to  the  second  point  namely  :  the  countenance 
and  support  of  the  civil  officers  in  the  means  of  executing 
their  laws,  you  will  make  such  dispensations  as  shall  appear 
proper  to  countenance  and  protect,  and  if  necessary,  and  re- 
quired by  them,  to  support  and  aid  the  civil  officers  in  the 
■execution  of  their  respective  duties  for  bringing  offenders  and 
delinquents  to  justice  ;  for  seizing  the  stills  of  delinquent  dis- 
tillers, as  far  as  the  same  shall  be  deemed  eligible  by  the  super- 
visor of  the  revenue  or  chief  officer  of  inspection,  and  also 
for  conveying  to  places  of  safe  custody  such  persons  as  may 
be  apprehended  and  not  admitted  to  bail. 

The  objects  of  judiciary  process,  and  other  civil  proceedings, 
shall  be  : 

1.  To  bring  offenders  to  justice. 
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2.  To  enforce  penalties  on  delinquent  distillers  by  suit. 

3.  To  euibrce  tlie  penalties  of  forlbilure  on  the  same  persons 
by  the  seizure  of  their  stills  and  spirits. 

The  better  to  effect  these  purposes,  the  Judge  of  the  district, 
Richard  Peters,  Esq'r.,  and  the  attorney  of  the  district,  William 
Rawle,  Esq.,  accompany  the  army. 

You  are  aware  that  the  Judge  cannot  be  controlled  in  his 
functions.  But  1  count  on  his  disposition  to  co-operate  in 
such  a  general  plan  as  shall  appear  to  you  consistent  with  the 
policy  of  the  case.  But  your  method  of  giving  directions  to 
proceedings,  according  to  your  general  plan,  will  be  by  in- 
structions to  the  district  attorney. 

He  ought  particularly  to  be  instructed  (with  due  regard  to 
time  and  circumstances,) 

Ibt.  To  procure  to  be  arrested  all  influential  actors  in  riots 
and  unlawful  assemblies,  relating  to  the  insurrection  and  com- 
bination to  resist  the  laws,  or  having  for  object  to  abet  that 
insurrection  and  these  combinations  ;  and  who  shall  not  have 
complied  with  the  terms  oflered  b}'  the  commissioners,  or  mani- 
fested their  repentance  in  some  other  way,  which  ,you  may 
deem  satisfactory. 

2d.  To  cause  process  to  issue  for  enlbrcing  penalties  on 
delinquent  distillers. 

3d.  To  cause  offenders  who  ma}'  bo  arrested  to  be  conveyed 
to  jails  where  there  will  be  no  danger  of  rescue — those  for 
misdemeanors,  to  the  jails  of  York  and  Lancaster  ;  those  for 
capital  offenses  to  the  jail  of  Philadelphia,  as  more  secure  than 
the  others. 

4th.  Prosecute  indictable  offenses  in  the  court  of  the  United 
States  ;  those  for  penalties,  or  delinquents,  under  the  laws  be- 
fore mentioned,  in  the  courts  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  a  guide  in  the  case,  the  district  attorney  has  with  him  a 
list  of  the  persons  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  offers  of 
the  commissioners  on  the  day  appointed. 

The  seizure  of  stills  is  the  province  of  the  supervisor  and 
other  ofScers  of  inspection.  It  is  difficult  to  chalk  out  a 
precise  line  concerning  it.  There  are  opposite  considerations 
which  will  require  to  be  nicely  balanced,  and  which  must  be 
judged  of  by  those  officers  on  the  spot.  It  may  be  useful  to 
confine  the  seizure  of  stills  to  tlie  most  leading  and  refractor}- 
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distillers.  It  may  be  advisable  to  extend  them  far  into  the 
most  refractory  county. 

AYhen  the  insurrection  is  subdued  and  the  requisite  means 
have  been  put  in  execution  to  secure  obedience  to  the  laws, 
so  as  to  render  it  proper  for  the  army  to  retire,  (an  event  which 
you  will  accelerate  as  much  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  ob- 
ject,) you  will  endeavor  to  make  an  arrangement  for  attaching 
such  a  force  as  you  may  deem  adequate,  to  be  stationed  within 
the  disaffected  counties,  in  such  a  manner  as  best  to  afford  pro- 
tection to  well  disposed  citizens,  and  the  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  to  suppress  by  their  presence,  the  spirit  of  riot  and 
opposition  to  the  laws. 

But,  before  you  withdraw  the  army,  you  shall  promise,  on 
behalf  of  the  President,  a  general  pardon  to  all  such  as  shall 
not  have  been  arrested,  with  such  exceptions  as  you  shall  deem 
proper. 

The  promise  must  be  so  guarded,  as  not  to  affect  pecuniary 
claims  under  the  revenue  law.  In  this  measure,  it  is  advisa- 
ble there  sliould  be  a  co-operation  with  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

On  the  return  of  the  army,  you  will  adopt  some  convenient 
and  certain  arrangements  for  restoring  to  the  public  maga- 
zines, the  arms,  accoutrements,  military  stores,  tents  and  other 
articles  of  camp  equipage  and  eutreuching  tools,  which  have 
been  furnished,  and  shall  not  have  been  consumed  or  lost. 

You  are  to  exert  yourself  by  all  possible  means,  to  preserve 
discipline  amongst  the  troops,  particularly,  a  scrupulous  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  persons  and  property,  and  a  respect  for 
the  authority  of  the  civil  magistrates,  taking  especial  care  to 
inculcate  and  cause  to  be  observed  this  principle,  that  the  du- 
ties of  the  army  are  confined  to  attacking  and  subduing  of 
armed  opponents  of  the  laws,  and  to  the  supporting  and  aid- 
ing of  the  civil  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  functions. 

It  has  been  settled  that  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  will 
be  second,  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey'  third  in  command, 
and  that  the  troops  of  the  several  States  in  lino,  on  the  march 
and  upon  detachment,  are  to  be  posted  according  to  the  rule 
which  prevailed  in  the  army  during  tlie  late  war,  namely,  in 
moving  toward  the   seaboard,  the  most  southern  troops  will 
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take  the  right ;  in  moving  toward  Ihe  north,  the  most  northern 
troops  will  take  the  right 

These  general  instructions,  however,  are  to  bo  considered 
as  liable  to  such  alterations  and  deviations  in  the  detail,  as 
from  local  and  other  causes  may  be  found  necessary,  the  bet- 
ter to  eflect  the  main  object  upon  the  general  principles  which 
have  been  indicated. 

^Vith  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


COL.  ELI  WILLIAMS  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Bedford,  20lh  October,  1794. 
Sir: — From  Capt.  Spark's  knowledge  of  the  Western  Coun- 
try and  its  resources,  I  am  anxious  to  avail  myself  of  his  ser- 
vice, which  I  consider  essential  in  procuring  the  necessary 
supplies  for  thejArmy  now  on  its  March  to  that  Country.  If 
he  can  be  permitted  to  engage  in  this  business,  I  promise  my- 
self that  from  his  assistance  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
and  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  will  be  greatly  promoted. 

ELIE  WILLIAMS, 
Agent  for  U.  Slates  proven  B^ptm't. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  DE.  EDWARD  CUTBUSH. 


Camp  at  Bedford, 
2lst  OcVr,  179-1. 
Sir: — Dr.  Dorsey's  indisposition  having  obliged  him  to 
withdraw  from  the  Army,  I  tind  it  indispensibl}'  necessary  to 
appoint  a  successor  to  his  OfSce.  At  this  distance  from  the 
seat  of  Government  a  regular  Commission  cannot  be  immedi- 
ately issued,  but  this  letter  shall  be  vour  sufficient  Warrant 
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and  assunmce  for  discharging  the  duties  and   receiving  "the 
emoluments  of  the  Office  uf  Surgeon  General  to  the  Militia  of 
Pennsylvania,   engaged  in  the  service   of  the  United    States 
upon  the  Western  expedition. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mo.  obed't  Serv't, 

TIIO.  MIFFLIN. 
Dr.  Edward  Cutbush 


GENERAL    ORDERS    OF   THE    COMMANDER-IN-CrilEF 
OF  THE  MILITIA. 


Head  Quarters, 
Bedford,  October '21,  1794. 
Parole — 
Countersign — 

To-morrow,  at  the  hour  of  eight  in  the  morning,  the  light 
corps  will  advance  ;  Major  General  Morgan  will  lead  the  one, 
acting  with  the  left  wing,  and  Major  General  Fieiinghuysou 
the  one  with  the  right  wing.  Ou  the  next  day,  at  the  same 
hour,  the  army  will  move  in  two  columns — the  right  wing, 
composed  of  the  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  lines,  forming 
the  right  column,  under  the  immediate  command  of  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Mifflin  ;  the  left  wing,  composed  of  the  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  lines,  forming  the  left  column,  with  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. The  Quarter  Master  General  will  continue 
with  the  right  wing,  and  the  proper  officers  in  his  department, 
and  in  the  department  of  Forage,  attended  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  axemen  must  accompany  the  light  corps,  under 
whose  protection  they  are  to  prepare  all  necessaries  for  the 
army.  Abundance  of  straw  must  be  ready  for  the  troops,  in- 
asmuch as  their  health  greatly  depends  ou  their  sleeping  dry 
and  warm.  The  utmost  regularity  must  be  preserved  on  the 
march  and  in  the  mode  of  encampment,  which  must  always  be 
in  two  lines,  with  the  Cavalr}'  in  the  centre,  unless  prohibited 
by  the  nature  of  the  ground.  Dragoons  are  dreadful  in  light 
and  impotent  in   darkness — their  safety  during  night  must, 
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therefore,  be  regarded.  The  Artillery  to  move  as  a  park,  and 
march  in  the  centre.  Constant  communication  must  be  pre- 
served between  the  light  corps  and  the  main  bod}',  and  between 
the  respective  columns,  with  all  other  precautions  necessary 
to  protect  the  troops  from  surprise  and  insult. 

Whatever  may  be  the  professions  of  the  Insurgents,  they 
are  not  to  be  regarded.  Men  who  have  acted  a  part  so  atro- 
cious will  cheerfully  add  to  their  guilt,  if  it  can  be  done  with 
impunity.  Carelessness  in  the  conduct  of  the  ami}'  will  invite 
attempts  upon  it,  and  produce  war,  while  vigilance  in  the  con- 
duct of  it  will  arrest  the  one  and  the  other. 

The  different  columns  wnll  be  precise  in  the  execution  of  the 
daily  marches  assigned  to  them  respectively,  and  if,  from  una- 
voidable accidents,  either  should  fall  short  one  day,  the  defi- 
ciency is  to  be  made  up  the  next  day,  otherwise,  the  mutuality 
in  operation  will  be  lost,  and  the  army  will  be  exposed  to  the 
disgrace  and  evils  of  discordant  movements.  The  particular 
routes,  with  the  necessary  instructions,  will  be  given  to  the 
commanding  Generals,  and  will,  of  course,  form  the  rule  of 
their  conduct. 

When  the  right  wing  reaches  ,  it  will  divide  into 

two  columns.  The  New  Jersey  line  and  brigade  of  Cavalry, 
under  Brigadier  White,  forming  one  column,  to  be  commanded 
by  his  Excellency  Governor  Howell,  will  take  a  direction  to 
the  right,  while  the  Pennsylvania  line,  with  a  light  corps,  will 
pursue  the  original  route  under  the  order  of  Governor  Mifflin. 
When  these  columns  divide,  the  right  will  move  from  their 
right,  and  the  left,  from  their  left.  Chosen  parties  of  Horse 
must  follow  the  rear  of  each  wing,  to  arrest  stragglers  from 
the  line  and  to  protect  the  property  of  individuals,  to  the  due 
preservation  of  which,  in  every  respect,  the  utmost  attention 
is  to  be  paid  by  officers  of  every  rank. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  being  about  to  return  to 
the  seat  of  government,  has  been  pleased  to  direct  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to  present  to  the  army  his  affectionate  wishes 
for  their  welfare  and  happiness.  In  no  way  can  the  very 
grateful  command  be  as  fully  executed  as  by  publishing  the 
very  words  of  the  President,  which  are  accordingly  subjoined. 
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United  States, 

Bedford,  Oct.  20,  1794. 

To  IIexry  L?:!:;,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ililitia  Army, 

on  its  march  against  (he  Insurgents  in  certain  xoestern  counties 

of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir  : — Being  about  to  return  to  the  seat  of  government,  I 
cannot  take  my  departure  without  conveying,  through  you, 
to  the  army  under  your  command,  the  very  high  sense  I  en- 
tertain of  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  zeal  for  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Laws,  which  has  led  them  cheerfully  to  <\\\\t  their 
families  and  homes,  and  the  comforts  of  private  life,  to  under- 
take, and,  thus  far,  to  perform  a  long  and  fatiguing  march, 
and  to  encounter  and  endure  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a 
military  life.  Their  conduct  hitherto  afibrds  a  full  assurance, 
that  their  perseverance  will  be  equal  to  their  zeal,  and  that  Xhey 
will  continue  to  perform  with  alacrity,  whatever  the  full  ac- 
complishment of  the  object  of  their  march  shall  render  neces- 
sary. 

No  citizen  of  the  United  States  can  ever  be  engaged  in  a 
service  more  important  to  their  country.  It  is  nothing  less 
than  to  consolidate  and  preserve  the  blessings  of  that  revolu- 
tion which  (at  much  expense  of  blood  and  treasure)  consti- 
tuted us  a  free  and  independent  nation. 

It  is  to  give  to  the  world  an  illusLrious  example  of  the  ut- 
most consequence  to  the  cause  of  mankind.  I  experience  a 
heartfelt  satisfaction  in  the  conviction,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  throughout  will  be,  in  every  respect,  answerable  to  the 
goodness  of  the  cause  and  the  magnitude  of  the  stake. 

There  is  but  one  point  on  which  I  think  it  proper  to  ad(f  a 
special  recommendation.  It  is  this,  that  every  ofiScer  and 
eoldier  will  constantly  bear  in  mind  that  he  comes  to  support 
the  laws,  and  that  it  would  be  peculiarly  unbecoming  in  him  to 
be  in  any  way  the  infractory  of  them.  That  the  essential 
principles  of  free  government  confine  the  province  of  the  mili- 
tary when  called  forth  on  such  occasions  to  these  two  objects  : 

1st.  To  combat  and  subdue  all  who  may  be  found  in  arms  in 
opposition  to  the  national  will  and  authority. 

2d.  To  aid  and-  support  the  civil  magistrates  in  bringing 
ofienders  to  justice. 
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The  dispensation  of  this  question  belongs  to  the  civil  magis- 
trate, and  let  it  ever  be  our  pride  and  our  glory  to  leave  the 
sacred  deposit  there  unviolated. 

Convey  to  my  fellow  citizens  in  arms  my  warm  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  hitherto  seconded 
me  in  the  most  delicate  and  momentous  duty  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  a  free  people  can  have  to  perform — and  add  ray  affec- 
tionate wishes  for  their  health,  comfort  and  support.  Could 
my  further  presence  with  tliem  have  been  necessary,  or  com- 
patible with  my  civil  duties,  at  a  period  when  the  approach- 
ing commencement  of  a  session  of  Congress  peculiarly  urges 
me  to  return  to  the  seat  of  government,  it  would  not  have  been 
withheld.  In  leaving  them,  I  have  less  regret,  as  I  know  I 
commit  them  to  an  able  and  faithful  direction  ;  and  that  this 
direction  will  be  ably  and  faithfully  seconded  by  all. 

G'O.  WASHINGTON. 


To  this  parental  counsel  of  our  beloved  chief  magistrate,  the 
Commander  begs  leave  to  add  the  flattering  hopes  he  en- 
tertains, that  the  conduct  of  the  army  will  justify  the  favorable 
anticipations  formed  of  it.  Thus  shall  we  establish  to  our- 
selves a  character  the  most  amiable,  and  exhibit  to  posterity 
a  model  for  all  future  armies. 

Lest,  however,  some  individuals  may  have  crept  into  the 
ranks  callous  to  all  the  feelings  of  honor  and  virtue,  and  con- 
sequently the  fair  character,  so  justly  due  to  the  great  body  of 
the  troops,  may  be  snatched  from  them  by  the  licentiousness 
of  a  few,  the  commandants  of  divisions,  brigades,  regiments, 
and  corps,  are  requested  to  examine  minutely  their  respective 
troops,  before  the  army  moves,  and  to  dismiss  all  whom  they 
may  deem  unworthy  of  participating  in  the  honorable  service 
into  which  we  have  embarked 

Six  rounds  of  ammunition  are  to  be  issued  to  all  corps  as 
yet  unfurnished.  The  troops  are  to  draw  two  days'  provisions, 
on  all  alternate  days  during  the  march.  The  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  lines  to  draw  on  one  day,  and  the  New  Jersey  and 
Virginia  lines  on  the  next  day.  This  system  will  be  convenient 
to  the  Buperintendants  of  provision,  and  consequently  tends  to 
secure  punctuality  in  the  supplies. 
27— Vol.  iV. 
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The  Commauder-in-Chief  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Colonel 
William  Alexander  and  Major  Nelson,  Deputy  Adju- 
tant Generals  ;  Dr.  "Welford,  Surgeon  General ;  Majors  Hand, 
Morgan,  and  Chetwood,  Aids-de  Camp  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.     They  are  to  be  respected  accordingly. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  that  no  appointments  in  the  line 
of  the  army  are  to  affect  appointments  of  any  sort  hereafter 
made 

HENRY  LEE. 
G.  K.  Taylor,  Aid-de-Camp,  A.  A.  G. 


GOVENOR  LEE,  OF  VIRGINIA,  TO  GOVERNOR 
MIFFLIN. 


Head  Quarters, 
Bedford,  OcCr  2bth,  1794. 

Our  conversation  last  Evening  went  fully  into  an  explanation 
of  the  System  announced  in  the  orders  of  the  Day. 

I  only,  therefore,  repeat  to  you  my  positive  confidence  in 
your  wise  and  faithful  execution  of  the  part  in  this  general 
operation  assigned  to  you,  and  to  request  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  bear  in  mind  the  extreme  solicitude  I  feel  that  the  Pa- 
triot Army  under  my  command  be  not  stained  in  their  fair 
fame  by  the  licentiousness  of  a  few. 

No  Citizen  is  to  be  hurt  in  his  Person,  molested  in  his  oc- 
cupation, or  injured  in  his  Property. 

I  wish  no  Seizures  of  any  sort,  even  of  the  deluded,  as  my 
instructions  forbid  the  substitution  of  the  Military  for  the  civil 
authority.  Suppress,  therefore,  I  pray  you,  by  precept  and 
by  example,  every  effort  that  may  be  made  to  lay  hold  of  the 
Persons  of  Individuals,  and  banish  entirely  the  mistaken  Idea 
from  the  Army.  Soften  the  calamity  by  your  mildness  to 
every  one  and  lull  the  apprehensions  of  the  guilty  by  your  in- 
discriminate civility. 

Of  your  Troops,  at  the  same  time,  take  due  care,  their  lives 
are  pretious  and  their  honor  is  more  pretious. 
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They  are  not  to  be  fired  on  with  impunity,  nor  are  they  to 
be  insulted  by  resistance. 

The  Genera]  Orders  of  the  Day  will  exhibit  the  plan  of 
March,  and  the  enclosed  Paper  will  inform  j'ou  of  the  route 
and  daily  Stages. 

Assure  your  columns  of  the  deep  Interest  I  take  in  their 
fame  and  wellfare,  and  accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  health 
and  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  &  consideration. 

Your  Exc'y's  most  obt.  eerv't, 

HENRY  LEE. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflix. 


RESOLVES  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  GREENSBURGH. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Greensburgh 
and  Township  of  Hempfield,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,^ 
on  Wednesday,  the  22d  day  of  October,  1794,  convened  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  deputies  who  are  to  meet  at  Par- 
kinson's Ferry  on  the  24th  inst.,  such  iinequivocal  assurances 
of  their  disposition  for  submission  to  the  laws,  as  would  ena- 
ble them  to  propose  and  adopt  such  measures  on  their  behalf 
as  would  be  decisive  in  manifesting  their  sincere  regret  for 
and  abhorrence  of  the  late  violent  measures,  and  of  their  firm 
determination  to  support  and  yield  obedience  to  the  constitu- 
tional laws  of  their  country.  The  following  resolutions  were 
proposed  and  adopted  : 

1,  Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  tltis  meeting,  That  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  good  citizen  to  yield  obedience  to  the  existing  laws 
of  his  country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  discountenance  all  illegal  acts  of  vio- 
lence, from  whatever  motive,  and  that  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances, the  privilege  and  right  of  the  citizen  is  to  petition  and 
remonstrate  if  necessary. 
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3.  Resolved,  That  we  will  support  the  civil  authority  and  all 
officers  in  the  lawful  exercise  of  their  respective  duties,  and 
assist  in  securing  for  legal  trial,  all  offenders  against  the  laws, 
when  called  upon. 

4.  llesolved,  That  the  citizens  of  this  town  and  township 
will  give  no  opposition  to  the  opening  an  office  of  Inspection 
therein,  should  the  same  be  contemplated  by  the  government, 
and  that  we  will  use  our  endeavors  to  remove  improper  pre- 
judices, and  recommend  a  peaceable  and  general  submission. 

5.  litsolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolutions  be. 
given  to  one  or  more  of  the  deputies  for  the  town  or  township 
who  are  to  meet  at  Parkinson's  ferry  on  Friday,  the  24th  inst., 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  assurance  paper,  signed  by  the 
citizens  of  this  meeting,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid 
before  the  members  of  the  said  committee,  and  that  another 
copy  be  made  out  for  publication  in  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette, 
and  that  the  same  be  attested  by  the  chairman  and  clerk  of 
this  meeting. 

A  true  copy. 

DAVID  MARCIIAND,  Chairman. 
Attest  : 

Thomas  Hamilton,  Clerk. 


We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  town  of  Greensburgh 
&  township  of  Hempfield,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland, 
being  desirous  of  living  in  peace  and  of  adopting  such  meas- 
ures as  appear  to  us  most  likely  to  ensure  the  same  in  future, 
as  well  as  to  promote  the  real  interests  of  the  country,  do  sev- 
erally promise,  engage  and  certify  that  we  will  support,  when 
legally  called  upon,  the  civil  authority  and  all  officers  in  the 
due  execution  of  their  respective  powers  under  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and  give  our  assistance  in  bringing  to  legal  trial  all 
oflenders  against  the  laws  ;  and  further,  that  if  an  office  of 
inspection  lor  the  entering  of  stills,  &c.,  is  opened  in  the  said 
town  or  township  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  same  county, 
that  we  will  give  all  necessary  support  in  protecting  the  same 
against  violence  ;  and  such  of  us  as  are  distillers  and  design 
continuing  in  the  same  employment  promise  to  enter  the  same 
"when  such  office  shall  be  opened,  and  that  we  will  use  our 
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endeavors  to  defeat  all  combinations  having  for  object  the  dis- 
turbance of  the  public  peace  and  opposition  to  the  laws  afore- 
said. In  witness  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  this  twent}'- 
second  day  of  October  in  the  j'car  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

A  true  copy. 

DAVID  xMARCIIAND,  Ch2irman. 
Attest  : 

Thomas  IIamiltox,  Clerk. 

N.  B. — The  above  assurance  or  certificate  was  signed  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  by  four  hundred  and  twenty  citizens, 
and  it  is  expected  the  same,  or  something  similar,  will  be  en- 
tered into  and  subscribed  in  the  other  townships  of  the  county 
of  Westmoreland  ;  in  some  parts  of  the  same  a  similar  assur- 
ance has  been  given,  and  in  all  it  is  expected  a  compliance 
will  take  place  immediately. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  FINAL  MEETING  AT  PARKIN-. 
SON'S  FERRY. 


October  2iih,  1794. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  townships  of  the  four 
western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  sundry  other  citizens, 
held  at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted,  viz  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion  the  civil  authority  is  now 
fully  competent  to  enforce  the  laws  and  punish  both  past  and 
future  ofienBCS,  inasmuch  as  the  people  at  large  are  determined 
to  support  every  description  of  civil  officers  in  the  legal  dis- 
charge of  their  duty. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  all  persons  who  may  be 
charged,  or  suspected  of  having  committed  any  offense  against 
the  United  States,  or  the  State,  during  the  late  disturbances, 
and  who  have  not  entitled  themselves  to  the  benefits  of  the  act 
of  oblivion,  ought  immediately  to  surrender  themselves  to  the 
civil  authority  ,in  order  to  stand  their  trial;  that  if  there  be 
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any  such  persons  among'  us,  they  are  ready  to  surrender  them- 
selves to  the  civil  authority  accordingly,  and  that  we  wilt 
unite  in  giving  our  assistance  to  bring  to  justice  such  offenders 
as  shall  not  surrender. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  offices  of  inspection  may 
be  immediately  opened  in  the  respective  counties  of  this  sur- 
vey, without  any  danger  of  violence  being  offered  to  any  of 
the  officers;  and  that  the  distillers  are  willing  and  ready  to 
enter  their  stills. 

4th,  Resolved,  That  William  Findley,  David  Redick,  Ephraim^ 
Douglass,  and  Thomas  Morton,  do  wait  on  the  President  with 
the  foregoing  resolutions. 

JAMES  EDGAR,*  Chairman. 
Attest : 

Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary. 

*  James  Edgar  was  boru  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
Slate  Ridge,  November  15,  1744.  His  father's  family  emigrated  to 
North  Carolina;  but  he  was  never  there,  except  on  a  \isit  to  his  rela- 
tives. He  represented  his  native  county  in  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion of  1776.  In  the  fall  of  1779,  he  removed  to  Cross  Creek  Settlement, 
Washington  count}',  where,  with  Col.  John  Canon,  of  Canonsburg,  he 
was  elected  the  tirst  representative  of  that  count}'.  In  1781  he  was 
elected  to  the  council  of  censors.  In  178S  he  Avas  appointed  associate 
judge,  which  position  he  held  vmtil  disabled  b}^ inhrmity  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resign.  Dr.  Carnalian  says  of  him  :  "This  truly  great  and 
good  man,  little  known  beyond  the  precincts  of  Washington  county, 
had  a  good  English  education  ;  had  improved  his  mind  by  reading  and 
reflection  ;  so  that,  in  theological  and  political  knowledge  ho  was  su- 
perior to  many  professional  men He  lived  in  retirement 

on  his  farm,  except  when  the  voice  of  his  neighbors  called  him  forth  to 
serve  the  church  or  the  State.  He  was  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  on  one  occasion  addressed  a  congregation  of  at  least 
two  thousand  people,  on  the  subject  of  the  Insurrection,  with  a  clear- 
ness of  argument  and  a  solemnity  of  manner,  and  a  tenderness  of  chris- 
tian eloquence,  which  reached  tlie  understanding  and  penetrated  the 
heart  of  everv  hearer.  The  consequence  was,  that  few,  if  any,  in  his- 
neighborhood  were  concerned  in  that  affair." 
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ANDREW  BAYARD  TO  PAYMASTER  DALLAS. 


Philadelphia,  2ilh  Oclobei-,  1794. 

Dear  Sir  : — At  a  meeting-  of  the  Committee  of  distribution, 
(appointed  by  the  Subscribers  to  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the 
necessitous  families  of  such  of  their  fellow  Citizens  as  are  now 
serving  in  the  City  Militia  on  the  Western  expedition,)  I  was 
desired  to  write  to  you,  &  express  the  wish  of  the  Committee, 
that  you  wou'd  (if  consistent  with  your  arrangements)  appoint 
as  soon  as  possible,  a  suitable  person  here,  to  pay  the  Orders, 
(left  by  some  of  the  militia,)  in  favor  of  their  families,  from  the 
pay  due  them  for  their  services.  The  number  of  applicants  to 
the  Committee  for  the  benefit  of  this  fund,  is  daily  encreasing, 
which  not  being  intended  as  an  entire  support  of  them,  but 
only  in  aid  of  the  allowance  made  by  government,  we  are 
fearful,  that  unless  some  other  mode  is  devised  for  affording 
them  relief,  their  wants  must  soon  become  very  urgent,  espec- 
ially as  cold  weather  is  fast  approaching  &  fuel  greatly  ad- 
vanced in  price.  The  Committee  trust  you  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  the  above  mentioned  appointment,  &  have  no  doubt 
you  will  cheerfully  make  every  exertion  in  your  power  to  fur- 
ther the  benevolent  design  of  their  Institution.  They  will  be 
much  obliged  to  you,  to  forward  a  list  of  the  names  of  those 
who  direct  their  pay  to  be  given  to  their  families,  that  they 
may  know  how  to  apply  their  assistance  accordingly,  &  will 
thank  you  to  favor  them  with  an  answer  on  the  subject  at  first 
opportunity. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem  &  regard, 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Your  very  humble  Serv't, 

AND'W  BAYARD. 
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GOYERXOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN    WILKINS. 


Head  Quarters  of  the  Right  Column, 
Camp  Berlin,  Bedford,  October  2Gth,  1194. 

Sir  : — You  will  be  pleased  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  you  are 
able,  in  raising  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie  Post  at  Fort  Le 
Boeuf,  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  to  serve  six  months  after 
the  expiration  of  the  present  enlistments,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. The  Pay  and  Rations  will  be  the  same  as  the  pay 
and  rations  of  the  Troops  of  this  State,  now  employed  in  the 
same  service.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Clement  Biddle  as 
Quarter  Master  General  of  Pennsylvania,  to  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  paying  and  furnishing  the  supplies. 
From  them,  therefore,  you  will  receive  particular  instructions 
on  that  subject. 

As  the  business  will  not  admit  of  any  delay,  it  will  be  proper 
to  communicate  my  orders  to  Capt'n  Denny  by  the  most  ex- 
peditious conveyance. 

On  the  other  points  contained  in  your  letters,  which  have 
been  received  in  the  course  of  the  March,  I  shall  probably 
have  an  opportunity  of  personally  conversing  with  at  Pitts- 
burgh, If  not,  I  will  write  to  you  before  I  return  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Y^our  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  John  Wilkixs,  Juu'r,  Esquire,  Brigadier  General. 
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H.  II.  BEACKENRIDGE  TO  THE  AEMY. 


PiTTScuKGii,  Odoher  2G,  119-1, 
Citizens  of  the  Army  advancing  to  tlie  Wedern  Country  : 

Serious  intimations  are  given  me  tliat  I  am  considered  by 
you  as  greatly  criminal  in  the  late  insurrection  in  this  country, 
and  that  though  I  have  shielded  myself  from  the  law  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  terms  of  the  amnesty  proposed  by  the  com- 
missioners  and  sanctioned  by  the  Proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, yet  that  I  shall  not  escape  the  resentment  of  individuals. 
It  would  seem  to  me  totally  improbable  that  republican  sol- 
diers, would  sully  the  glory  of  voluntary  rising  by  a  single 
intemperate  act.  Nevertheless  as  it  would  wound  me  with 
exquisite  sensibility,  to  be  treated  with  indignity  by  words  or 
looks  short  of  violence,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  that  it  is 
a  maxim  of  reason,  that  a  man  "shall  be  presumed  innocent 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,"  and  I  give  you  a  strong  pre- 
sumption of  my  innocence,  viz  :  that  though  having  the  op- 
portunity of  relinquishing  the  country,  I  stand  firm,  and  will 
surrender  myself  to  the  closest  examination  of  the  judges,  and 
put  myself  entirely  on  the  merit  or  demerit  of  my  conduct 
through  the  whole  of  the  unfortunate  crisis. 

n.  n.  BRACKENRIDGE. 


COL.  THOMAS  FOPtREST  TO  PAYMASTER  DALLAS. 


Carlisle,  Oct.  2Sth,  1794. 
Dear  Sir  : — I  have  at  this  Garrison  four  Companies  of  foot 
and  a  Troop  of  Horse.  As  they  have  frequently  suggested 
their  expectations  of  Pay,  I  have,  by  my  Orders  of  yesterday, 
directed  the  Officers  Commanding  Companies,  to  make  out 
muster  rolls  for  their  respective  Companies,  and  have  appointed 
the  first  day  of  November  next,  for  mustering  the  Troops. 
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The  pay  of  the  Dragoons,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 
If  any  decision  has  taken  place  with  you  at  Head  Quarters, 
please  to  inform  me, 

1  would  be  happy  to  be  informed  when  the  Troops  might 
expect  payment,  as  it  will  be  among  the  first  of  their  enqui" 
ries  after  Muster, 

As  I  am  not  properly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  your 
appointment,  If  this  application  to  you  should  be  improper, 
please  to  direct  these  to  the  proper  Officer. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

THOMAS  FORREST. 
A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq. 


NOTES  ON  TEE  MARCO  FROM  SEPTEMBER  30,  UNTIL 
OCTOBER  29,  n9i. 


Camp  near  Carlisle, 

Tuesday,  Sept.  30,  1794. 

We  arrived  here  on  Sunday  at  2  o'clock  and  encamped  at 
the  back  of  the  town — near  us  lay  the  Jersey  troops. 

Nothing  material  has  occurred,  except  that  yesterday  a  de- 
tachment of  20  horse,  (of  which  I  was  one,)  under  adjutant 
Jacob  Cox,  was  dispatched  with  a  constable  at  their  head,  to 
take  several  of  those  who  are  here  called  Whiskey  Boys, 
Two  were,  but  some  others,  having  notice  of  our  approach, 
escaped.  One  of  tlie  dragoon's  pistols  went  off  by  accident 
and  shot  a  man  in  the  groin,  of  which  he  since  died.  He  was 
a  brother  to  one  of  the  persons  we  were  in  pursuit  of,  and  dur- 
ing a  parley  at  a  farm-house  the  accident  happened. 

The  two  persons  we  brought  in,  were  last  night  examined 
by  the  Attorney  General,  which  proved  their  inveteracy  to  the 
government,  Sc  it  is  probable  some  of  those  gentry  will  soon 
suffer  for  their  ill  judged  enmity  to  the  best  of  countries  and 
mildest  of  governments. 

We  rode  through  the  woods  in  various  directions  in  pursuit 
of  these  jockies  ;  those  we  took   did  not  appear  much  con- 
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cerneJ.  At  Ilarrisburg  we  found  a  flag  erected  with  the  words, 
"  Liberty  and  Equality  "  on  it,  which  we  left  standing  as  we 
found  it,  and  here  is  a  high  pole  with  a  red  flag  on  it,  describ- 
ing the  number  of  counties  combined  in  the  opposition. 

This  day  we  began  to  cook,  which  is  one  of  the  most  trou- 
blesome parts  of  our  duty.  As  yet  we  have  lived  very  happily, 
no  disturbance  having  happened  since  we  left  the  city.  The 
event  of  the  campaign  appears  to  be  quite  unforseen  ;  No  one 
pretends  to  say  how  long  we  shall  stay  here,  but  I  believe  It 
will  be  until  the  infantry  and  artillery  arrive,  which  will  he 
some  days  first.  In  the  meantime  parties  will  be  dispatched 
to  apprehend  those  who  have  been  most  active  in  the  mischief, 
and  I  suppose  they  will  be  tried  under  the  act  of  treason. 


Camp  at  Carlisle,  October  3,  1794. 

On  Thursday  Major  MacPherson,  at  the  head  of  a  very  re- 
spectable body  of  young  men  entered  this  town,  and  yester- 
day 17  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Capt.  Thompson  with  CoL 
Gurney's  battalion,  arrived  and  immediately  encamped  near 
us.  Here  is  a  most  extensive  common,  admirably  calculated 
for  the  present  purpose  It  is  sufficient  to  encamp  10,000  men 
on  ;  at  present  are  about  1,000,  including  Philadelphia  horse, 
infantry  and  artillery — Lancaster,   Berks,  &c.,  horse. 

This  day,  at  12  o'clock,  we  witnessed  a  most  interesting 
scene.  It  was  announced  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  approaching.  Immediately  the  3  troops  from  Phila- 
delphia, Gurney's  and  Macpherson's  battalions,  and  the  artil- 
lery paraded.  The  horse  marched  down  the  road  about  two 
miles,  followed  by  the  Jersey  cavalry  in  great  numbers.  We 
were  drawn  up  on  the  right  of  the  road,  where  our  beloved 
Washington  approached  on  horseback  in  a  traveling  dress, 
attended  by  his  Secretary,  &c.  As  he  passed  our  troop,  he- 
pulled  off  his  hat,  and  in  the  most  respectful  manner  bowed  to 
the  oflScers  and  men  ;  and  in  this  manner  passed  the  line,  who 
were  (as  you  may  suppose)  affected  by  the  sight  of  their  chief 
for  whom  each  individual  seemed  to  show  the  affectionate  re- 
gard that  would  have  been  to  an  honored  parent.  As  soon  a» 
the  President  passed,  his  escort  followed,  we  joined  the  train, 
and  entered  the  town  whose    inhabitants  seemed  anxious  to 
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see  this  very  great  and  good  man  ;  crowds  were  assembled  in 
the  streets,  but  their  admiration  was  silent.  In  this  manner 
the  President  passed  to  the  front  of  the  camp,  where  the  troops 
were  assembled  in  front  of  the  tents ;  the  line  of  artillery, 
horse  and  infantry,  appeared  in  the  most  perfect  order  ;  the 
greatest  silence  was  observed.  President  approached  the 
right  uncovered,  passed  along  the  line  bowing  in  the  most  re- 
spectful and  affectionate  manner  to  the  officers  in  front ;  be 
appeared  to  be  well  pleased.  The  spectacle  was  grand,  inter- 
esting and  affecting — every  mau,  as  he  passed  along,  poured 
forth  his  wishes  for  the  preservation  cf  this  most  valuable  of 
their  fellow  citizens.  The  Jersey  troops  returned,  before  this, 
to  their  own  encampment,  and  were  not  present  at  this  last 
sublime  instance  of  the  cheerful  subordination  of  citizens  to 
the  call  of  their  chief,  for  the  support  of  law  and  order. 

Here  j^ou  might  see  the  aged  veteran,  the  mature  soldier, 
and  the  zealous  youth,  assembled  in  defence  of  that  govern- 
ment which  must  (in  turn)  prove  the  protection  of  their  per- 
sons, family  and  property. 

As  the  troops  are  coming  in  daily,  there  will  soon  be  here 
a  most  formidable  body  of  men,  sufficient  to  subdue  all  the 
■opposers  of  government,  and,  if  necessary,  any  foreign  foes. 


Bedford,  Ocloher  Idth,  1794. 

The  friends  of  government  and  to  order  have  penetrated  to 
the  xerj  centre  of  the  territory  of  sedition.  "We  are  now  en- 
camped in  the  country,  and  at  the  town  of  Bedford,  with 
Pittsburgh  in  our  front  and  Carlisle  in  our  rear,  at  distances 
nearly  equal.  The  insurgents,  whose  seditious  disposition  and 
conduct,  called  us  from  our  habitations  of  peace  and  ease,  to 
the  fields  of  war  and  fatigue,  tremble  to  each  extreme.  They 
now  see  the  rod  of  their  ofi"ended  country  shaken  over  them 
with  a  powerful  hand  and  shrink  from  it,  with  a  degree  of  pu- 
sillanimity, that  is  equaled  only  by  their  former  audacity  and 
violence. 

No  applauses  can  exceed  the  merit  of  our  scouts,  for  ac- 
tivity and  perseverance.  Through  the  shades  of  midnight, 
they  pass  over  rough  and  dangerous  roads  to  very  considera- 
ble distances,  apprehend  the  insurgents  in  the  houses  and  re- 
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turn  with  them  to  camp  before  the  dawn  of  day.  Such  are 
the  exertions  of  citizen  soldiers  in  defence  of  a  constitution 
which  they  revere,  and  of  laws  which  they  determined  to  sup- 
port. Ten  or  twelve  of  the  advocates  for  faction  and  disorder 
were  apprehended  the  night  after  our  arrival  at  this  ground, 
and  several  more  have  been  since  brought  in.  For  their  late 
insurrections  and  proceedings,  the  reward  of  some  of  them, 
will  doubtless  be  death. 

Our  number  at  Carlisle,  tho'  considerable,  were  yet  far 
inferior  to  what  are  now  encamped  on  the  commons  of  Bed- 
ford. I  do  not  know  the  precise  amount,  but  think  it  must  be 
between  six  and  eight  thousand.  The  troops  are  uncommonly 
healthy,  well  armed  and  accoutred.  Provisions  are  plenty 
and  good,  the  utmost  harmony  and  order  prevails  throughout 
the  line.  The  troops  are  hourly  advancing  in  the  knowledge 
of  tactics,  and  improving  rapidly  in  the  use  of  all  the  imple- 
ments of  war,  A  perfect  unity  of  spirit  and  motive,  appears 
to  inspire  and  actuate  the  whole.  We  are  truly  formidable  ; 
had  our  armament  at  sea  been  equal  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  to  our  land  forces  at  present,  I  am  confident  the  Amer- 
ican Eagle  would  have  repeatedly  sailed  in  triumph  from  the 
naval  combat. 


Bedford,  1^20  miles  to.  from  Philadelphia, 

Oct.  I9lh,  1794. 

Stupendous  hills  without  inhabitants,  narrow  valleys  badly 
cultivated,  huge  rocks  where  naught  but  moss  has  ever  ven- 
tured, giddy  precipices  which  the  most  daring  approach  with 
dread,  headlong  streams  murmuring  loudly  at  the  roughness 
of  their  beds,  and  sickly  vegelables  contracted  in  size  by  the 
bleakness  of  their  situation,  and  by  deficiency  of  nutriment, 
are  the  only  objects  which  have  for  several  days  past  presented 
themselves  to  my  view  in  continual  succession.  We  have, 
however,  at  length  arrived  and  are  now  encamped  at  a  place 
where  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  man  has  reared  more 
memorable  monuments. 

The  town  of  Bedford  does  not  indeed  contain  many  houses, 
but  some  of  them  are  sufficiently  large  &  very  convenient.  A 
number  of  the  buildings  are  stone,  a  few  of  them  brick  and  the 
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work  not  illy  executed.  Two  or  three  houses  are  now  rising 
which  promise  to  be  very  convenient  habitations. 

The  town  of  Bedford  stands  in  a  circular  valley  surrounded 
by  mountains  on  every  side  except  the  North,  where  the  rising 
ground  descends  to  the  denomination  of  hills.  The  dimensions 
of  the  valley  I  am  not  able  to  learn.  The  mountains  to  the 
N.  W.  are  not  sufficiently  lofty  to  defend  this  village  from  the 
impression  of  the  wind,  and,  therefore,  must  render  its'  situa- 
tion intensely  cold  in  winter  when  they  come  from  that  quarter. 

The  inhabitants  are,  in  general  healthy,  to  this  however,  the 
present  season  has  constituted  an  exception,  Intermittents 
and  some  fluxes  made  their  appearance  here  about  the  closing 
months  of  the  last  summer  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent autumn. 

Of  autumnal  diseases  scarcely  the  vestage  remains  among 
the  troops  of  our  regiment,  nor  has  the  diseases  of  winter 
yet  made  their  appearance.  I  have  endeavored  to  protect  the 
troops  from  these  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  foe  of  which 
we  are  in  search,  by  directing  them  to  procure  for  themselves 
a  panoply  of  flannel. 


Bkdford,  2lst  October',  1794. 

Anarchy  trembles,  and  order  triumphs — consternation  rides 
post-haste  throughout  the  whole  territory  of  sedition.  The 
martial  appearance,  the  health,  the  spirits  and  the  good  order 
of  our  military,  exceed  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the 
warmest  friends  to  order  and  good  government.  A  spirit  of 
fraternal  harmony  breathes  throughout  our  whole  line.  Horse 
and  Foot,  Jerseyans  and  Pennsylvanians,  regard  each  other 
in  all  their  transactions  as  brethren  embarked  in  a  common 
cause,  and  appear  determined  to  co-operate,  on  every  emer- 
gency, for  that  noblest  of  objects,  the  public  good. 

We  have  now  in  the  common  prison  of  this  place,  several 
infractors  of  the  laws,  whom  the  activity  of  our  scouts  have 
brought  in,  some  from  the  distance  of  40  or  50  miles.  Those 
of  them  who  may  be  clearly  convicted  of  the  greatest  atroci- 
ties, will  be  doubtless  removed  from  the  possibility  of  future 
action.  No  violence  is  ofi'ered  to  any  man  in  making  him  a 
prisoner,  unless  he  either  resists  or  attempts  to  Qy — thus  lenity 
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marks  the  conduct  of  the  friends  to  government  in  all  their 
measures  for  re-establishing  order,  and  more  permanently  se- 
■curiug  the  future  peace  of  our  country. 

On  the  day  after  to-morrow  we  shall  assume  the  line  of  march, 
and  in  two  days  pass  the  Allegheny — those  everlasting  hills 
that  still  rear  their  heads  in  the  West,  Our  route  will  doubt- 
less extend  as  far  as  Pittsburg.  I  have  a  strong  inclination  to 
take  a  round  in  Braddock's  field — the  spot  where  heroes  for- 
merly bled,  and  where  an  army  of  licentious  Insurgents  lately 
assembled,  for  the  purpose  of  dictating  to  a  powerful  nation. 


JoxEs'  Mill,  Oct'r  29th,  1794. 

I  am  distressed  at  the  ridiculous  accounts  sometimes  pub- 
lished in  our  papers.  I  assure  you  that  there  has  not  been  a 
■single  shot  fired  at  our  troops  to  my  knowledge.  The  whole 
country  trembles.  The  most  turbulent  characters,  as  we  ad- 
vance, turn  out  to  assist  us,  supply  forage,  cattle,  &c.  From 
Washington  we  hear  of  little  but  fear  and  flight ;  a  contrary 
-account  as  to  one  neighborhood  (Pidgeon  Creek)  has  been  sent 
down,  but  no  appearance  of  an  armed  opposition,  and  this  the 
only  part  of  the  country  where  the  friends  of  government  are 
not  triumphant.  Our  army  is  healthy  and  happy  ;  the  men  ex- 
hibit unexpected  fortitude  in  supporting  the  continued  fatigues 
•of  bad  roads  and  bad  weather. 

Our  march  to  Berlin  was  one  of  the  severest  kind.  The 
ascent  of  a  mountain  in  fine  weather,  to  a  single  traveller, 
must  be  laborious  ;  judge  then  what  it  must  prove  in  a  heavy 
rain  to  an  army,  with  all  their  train  of  artillery  and  wagonp, 
-each  private  soldier  carrying  his  arms  and  knapsack,  yet  no 
discontent  appeared  and  a  double  allowance  of  whiskey  made 
them  as  happy  as  could  be  ;  the  only  difliculty  we  have  found 
with  them,  in  relation  to  the  main  object,  was  to  restrain  them 
from  eagerly  apprehending  those  who  were  pointed  out  as 
Whiskey  boys  ;  their  resentment  appears  to  be  pressed  into 
the  aid  of  their  principles,  but  their  principles  still  guide  their 
passions,  and  those  they  have  occasionally  seized  have  been 
regularly  brought  to  the  judiciary.  From  the  advanced  corps 
nothing  but  good  order  amd  good  humor  is  heard  ;  they  pre- 
■ceed  a  day's  march  before  us,  and  as  we  come  up  after  them 
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we  find  their  conduct  universally  applauded.  Ou  the  whole, 
I  believe  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  that  no  army  thus  hastily 
collected,  ever  before  exhibitedj  inUhe  aggregate  so  much 
manly  fortitude  and  active  virtue. 


SPECIFICATIOX    OF    PRICES   IX    WASniXGTON  [AND 
FAYETTE  CODNTIES. 


We,  the  underwritten,  being  called  uponby  the  commander- 
in-chief  to  declare  the  current  prices  of  the  undermentioned 
articles,  do  declare  them  to  be  accordingito^jthe  best  of  our 
judgment,  agreeably  to  the  following  specification  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Fayette  and  Washington  : 

Onions • i^/S 

Potatoes 2/6 

Turnips 1/0 

Oats 2/0 

Corn 2/6 

Indian  meal 2/6 

Cabbage  per  hundred 10/0 

Fowls  per  head /6 

Turkeys,  .do 2/6  to  3/0 

Ducks 2/0 

Geese 2/6 

Mutton  per  lb /4 

Pork,  fresh /4 

Bacon. . /8 

Hay  per  ton 40/0 

Flour  per  barrel 26/0 

Cyder ....  do 35/0 

Whiskey  per  gallon 3/9 

Straw  brought  to  Camp,  per  bundle /2 

Tne  price  of  transportation  of  oats,  hay,  corn,  flour,  whiskey 
and  meat,  is  not  considered,  and  must  depend  on  distance. 
Signed  by 

JOHN   MINOR, 
EPHRAIM   DOUGLASS, 
JOHN  CORBLEY. 

November  1,  1794. 
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<JEN.  HENRY  LEE'S  ANSWER  TO  THE  WASHINGTON 
COMMITTEE. 


Head  Quarters, 
Union-Town,  1st  Nov'r,  1194. 

Your  declarations  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  people  of 
Washington  county,  who  have  been  pleased  to  depute  you 
to  present  to  me  certain  papers  containing  assurances  of 
fidelity  to  government,  cannot  but  excite  the  most  agreeable 
sensations  in  my  breast.  To  restore  happiness  to  our  deluded 
fellow  citizens  of  this  country,  by  restoring  to  them  the  conj- 
petent  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  flowing  from  the  govern- 
ment established  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  the 
•chief  object  of  the  advance  of  the  army  under  my  command, 
and  its  stay  here  will  depend  on  the  execution  of  the  work. 

Those  individuals  to  whom  may  justly  be  attributed  the  aw- 
ful crisis  which  has  arrived,  among  the  many  groundless  tales 
-which  they  have  industriously  circulated  to  mislead  their  fel- 
low citizens,  in  pursuit  of  their  wicked  and  ambitious  schemes, 
told  them  that  the  excise  law  was  odious  to  the  people,  that 
the  administration  was  corrupt,  that  British  influence  swayed 
the  measures  of  Congress,  and  that  under  this  load  of  compli- 
<;ated  guilt,  it  was  only  necessary  to  erect  the  standard  of  op- 
position to  government,  to  secure  the  accomplishment  of  your 
mistaken  wishes. 

Unfortunately  for  your  peace  and  our  happiness,  you  be- 
lieved their  assertions,  and  a  species  of  violence,  disgraceful 
to  the  name  and  character  of  the  United  States,  ensued  ;  they 
told  you  too,  that  no  army  could  be  brought  into  action  against 
you  by  the  government,  and  had  the  audacity  to  repeat  their 
assertion,  even  after  the  troops  had  reached  their  points  of 
rendezvous. 

Such  was  your  delusion,  that  no  counter  declaration  on  the 
part  of  government  obtained  any  credit.  At  length  you  begin 
to  discern  the  truth  and  to  know  your  real  good.  You  see  a 
formidable  force  suddenly  collected  in  obedience  to  the  law  of 
Congress,  crossing  the  mountains  at  a  very  inclement  season 
28— Vol.  IV. 
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of  the  year,  determined  to  subdue  all  who  may  dare  to  resist, 
and  anxious  to  protect  all  who  submit  to  the  constitution  and 
laws. 

Hereafter  you  cannot  credit  the  tales  of  the  vicious  and  de- 
signing, because  your  experience  of  their  baseness  and  false- 
hood is  so  impressive  and  solemn  as  to  leave  not  a  doubt  in 
your  minds  of  the  perils  to  which  they  have  exposed  your 
lives  and  fortunes.  Derive  wisdom  from  experience  ;  confide 
not  in  the  man  who  courts  your  respect  by  defaming  your 
government,  and  be  as  sincere  in  your  active  endeavors  to  re- 
store order,  as  you  are  warm  in  your  professions  to  do  so  ; 
then  will  my  task  be  easy,  and  your  future  felicity  certain. 

Return  to  your  country,  and  assure  your  fellow  citizens,  that 
no  man  will  receive  injury,  either  in  person  or  property,  from 
the  army.  Advise  them  to  bring  to  our  camp  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life  they  may  have  to  spare,  for  which  promise  them, 
from  me,  a  fair  price  in  cash.  Tell  them  it  is  the  pride,  as  it 
is  the  duty  of  all  my  fellow  citizens  in  arms  with  me,  to  main- 
tain, and  not  to  violate  the  laws  of  our  country  ;  and  tell  them 
further,  that  such  is  the  positive  injunction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States ;  at  the  same  time,  mention  to  all  my  expec- 
tation that  exactions  in  price  will  not  be  attempted  by  any, 
because  it  would  not  only  manifest  a  want  of  sincerity  in  the 
professions  of  friendship  which  have  been  made  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  but  would  convey  a  desire  to  deprive  the 
troops  of  those  articles  essential,  not  only  to  their  comfort,  but 
to  their  health,  to  which  deprivation  no  consideration  can  in- 
duce me  to  submit  them. 

HENRY  LEE. 
By  the  Commander-in-Chief : 

G.  R.  Taylor,  Aid-de-Camp. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  WITH 
GEN.  LEE'S  REPLY. 


Uniox  Town,  November  1,  1794. 

Messrs.  Findley,  Rcddick,  Douglass  and  Morton,  inform  the 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  AVasliing'ton, 
Fayette  and  Allegheny,  that  in  consequence  of  their  appoint- 
ment to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  they  pro. 
ceeded  on  that  duty,  but  on  their  way  to  Bedford,  where  it 
was  expected  the  President  might  probably  be  seen,  they 
learned  that  he  had  left  the  army  for  the  seat  of  government ; 
they,  therefore,  on  consideration,  took  the  right  wing  of  the 
army,  commanded  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  their  way,  where  they  conversed  with  the  Governor  as 
well  as  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 
their  mission,  and  proceeded  to  the  other  wing,  to  Governor 
Lee,  of  Virginia,  (the  commander-in-chief,)  who  after  receiv- 
ing the  various  papers  and  faithful  information,  which  they 
could  give,  presented  them  with  the  following  letter  which 
they  now  lay  before  the  people  for  their  serious  consideration  t 
Henry  Lee  to  Messrs.  Findley,  Reddick,  Morton  and  Douglass,. 

deputies  fror)i  the  people  of  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Washing-- 

ton,  Allegheny  and  Weslmorelajid. 

Gentlemen  : — The  resolutions  entered  into  at  the  late  meet- 
ing of  the  people  at  Parkinson's  Ferry,  with  the  various  papers 
declaratory  of  the  determination  of  the  numerous  subscribers 
to  maintain  the  civil  authority,  manifest  strongly  a  change  of 
sentiment  in  the  inhabitants  of  this  district.  To  what  cause 
may  truly  be  ascribed  this  favorable  turn  in  the  public  mind, 
it  is  of  my  province  to  determine. 

Yourselves  in  the  conversation  last  evening,  imputed  it  to 
the  universal  panic  which  the  approach  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  had  excited  in  the  lower  order  of  the  people. 

If  this  be  the  ground  of  the  late  change,  and  my  respect  for 
your  opinions  will  not  permit  me  to  doubt  it,  the  moment  the 
cause  is  removed  the  reign  of  violence  and  anarchy  will  return. 
Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  sentiments  of  the  people  re- 
specting the  present  competency  of  the  civil  authority  to  en. 
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force  ihe  laws,  I  feel  myself  obligated  by  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  by  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  to  hold  the  army 
in  this  country'  until  daily  practice  shall  convince  all  that  the 
sovereignty  of  the  constitution  and  laws  is  unalterably  estab- 
lished. In  executing  this  resolution,  I  do  not  only  consult  the 
dignity  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  which  will  always 
command  n)y  decided  respect  and  preferential  attention,  but  I 
also  promote  the  good  of  this  particular  district. 

1  shall,  therefore,  as  soon  as  the  troops  are  refreshed,  proceed 
to  some  central  and  convenient  station,  where  I  shall  patiently 
wait  until  the  competency  of  the  civil  authority  is  experiraen" 
tally  and  unequivocally  proved.  No  individual  can  be  more 
solicitous  than  I  am  for  this  happy  event,  and  you  may  assure 
the  good  people  whom  you  represent,  that  every  aid  will  be 
cheerfully  contributed  by  me  to  hasten  the  delightful  epoch. 

On  the  part  of  all  good  citizens,  I  confidently  expect  the 
most  active  and  faithful  co-operation,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
cannot  be  more  efi'ectually  given  than  by  circulating  in  the 
/most  public  manner  the  truth  among  the  people,  and  by  in- 
ducing the  various  clubs  which  have  so  successfully  poisoned 
the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  to  continue  their  usual  meetings 
for  the  pious  purpose  of  contradicting,  with  their  customary 
formalities,  their  past  pernicious  doctrines.  A  conduct  so 
candid  should  partially  atone  for  the  injuries  which,  in  a  great 
•degree,  maybe  attributed  to  their  instrumentality,  and  must 
have  a  propitious  influence  in  administering  a  radical  cure  to 
•the  existing  disorders. 

On  my  part,  and  on  the  part  of  the  patriotic  army  I  have 
the  honor  to  command,  assure  your  fellow  citizens  that  we 
come  to  protect  and  not  to  destroy,  and  that  our  respect  for 
our  common  government  and  respect  to  our  own  honor,  are 
ample  pledge  for  the  propriety  of  our  demeanor. 

Quiet,  therefore,  the  apprehensions  of  all  on  this  score,  and 
recommend  universally  to  the  people  to  prepare,  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  whatever  they  can  spare  from  their  farms  necessary 
to  its  subsistence,  for  which  they  shall  be  paid,  in  cash,  at  the 
present  market  price  ;  discourage  exaction  of  every  sort;  not 
only  because  it  would  testify  a  disposition  very  unfriendl}', 
but  because  it  would  probably  produce  very  disagreeable 
scenee. 
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It  is  my  duty  to  take  care  that  the  troops  are  comfortably 
subsisted,  and  I  cannot  but  obey  it  with  the  highest  pleasure, 
because  I  intimately  know  their  worth  and  excellence. 
I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  gentlemen, 

3'our  most  obedient  servant, 

with  due  consideration, 

HENRY  LEE. 


ORDERS  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  LEE. 


IIead  Quarters, 
Union  (Beeson's)  town,  Nov'?-  2,  lldi. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

The  army  will  resume  its  march  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  at 
the  liour  of  eight,  when  a  signal  gun  will  be  fired.  They  will 
advance  in  two  columns  composed  of  the  respective  wings.  The 
right  column  will  take  the  route  by  Lodge's  to  Budd's  ferry, 
Tinder  the  command  of  his  excellency  governor  Mifflin,  who  will 
please  to  take  the  most  convenient  situation  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  place  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops,  and  wait  far- 
ther orders.  The  left  column  will  proceed  on  the  route  1o  Pe- 
terson's, on  the  east  side  of  Parkinson's  ferry,  under  the  orders 
of  major  general  Morgan  ;  they  will  march  by  the  left  in  the 
following  manner  : — Light  corps,  cavalry,  artillery,  Virginia 
brigade,  Maryland  brigade,  the  baggage  to  follow  each  corps, 
and  the  public  stores  of  every  kind,  in  the  rear  of  the  Virginia 
brigade.  On  the  first  day,  the  light  corps  and  artillery  will 
march  to  Washington  Bottom,  fourteen  miles  ;  the  Virginia 
brigade  to  Peterson's  farm,  twelve  miles  ;  the  cavalry  under 
major  Lewis,  will  move  with  the  commander-in-chief — the  bul- 
locks to  precede  the  army  at  daylight.  On  the  second  day  the 
column  will  proceed  to  the  camp  directed  to  be  marked  out 
between  Parkinson's  and  Budd's  ferries.  Should  brigadier 
general  Smith  find  the  second  day's  march  rather  too  much, 
he  will  be  pleased  to  divide  the  same  into  two  days.  The 
quarter  master  general  will  immediately  take  measures  for  the 
full  supply  of  forage  and  straw  at  the  different  stageb\     The 
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commissary  will  place  the  necessary  supply  of  provisions  at 
particular  intermediate  stages,  where  issues  will  be  necessary  ; 
it  must  invariably  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  of  the  day  to  place 
guards  over  the  straw  as  soon  as  the  van  reaches  the  ground, 
and  to  sec  the  same  fairly  divided  amongst  the  troops,  which 
must  be  in  the  following  ratio  : — Forty-five  loads  to  the  light 
troops  ;  fort^'-five  loads  to  the  Maryland  brigade,  and  sixty 
loads  to  the  Virginia  brigade  ;  to  the  cavalry  six  loads,  and  to 
the  artillery,  four  loads.  The  brigadiers  and  commanders  of 
corps  will  give  the  necessary' orders,  that  the  regimental,  field, 
stall'  and  company  pay  rolls,  for  one  month's  pay,  from  their 
first  commencement  of  service,  be  immediately  made  out,  for 
which  purpose  the  regimental  paymasters  will  call  on  the  in- 
spector and  muster  master  general,  for  the  proper  forms,  which 
pay  rolls  are  to  be  examined  with  the  muster  rolls,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  inspector  and  muster  master  generals,  before 
application  is  made  to  the  paymaster  general.  The  inspector 
■and  muster  master  generals  of  the  respective  line,  will  also 
make  pay  rolls  for  the  General  staff,  to  be  countersigned  by 
the  commander-in-chief  previous  to  payment. 

HENRY  LEE. 
By  tiie  Commander-in-Chief. 

G.  11.  Taylor,  Aid-de-Camp.  ^ 


PAYMASTER  BROWN  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Camp,  llh  Novenibei',  1794. 
Sir  : — I  take  the  liberty  to  subjoin  an  account  of  one  months' 
pay,  made  to  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  a  balance  of 
money  in  my  hands.  By  this  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe 
that  it  is  necessary  that  money  be  provided  to  complete  the 
payment  of  another  month,  which  will  be  due  from  the  14th  to 
the  20th  instant.  The  Horse  have  not  been  paid,  but  some 
advances  have  been  made  on  account ;  and  I  understand  they 
do  not  mean  to  require  a  settlement  of  their  pay  at  present, 
but  may  want  some  further  advances  on  account. 
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I  beg  the  favor  of  knowing  what  can  be  done  in  this  business 
for  my  government,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  ob.  Serv't, 
JOHN  BROWN, 
A.  P.  M.  G.  Militia  of  Penna. 
Governor  Miffllw 

Paid  Col's  Harris  Reg't,  ^  receipt $3  ,144  05 

Stevenson do 1  ,402  81 

Weutz do 2  ,475  91 

Foster do 2,033  20 

Fisher do 937  66 

Hanna ,.  ..do 2,076  89 

Cowperthwaite..do 3,147  01 

M'Clellan do Horse...*. 475  66' 

Mosher's do 2  ,746  27 

Mays do 2,686  20 

M'Farlane do 3,196  00 

Gurney's do 3,275  22 

Artillery 1 ,885  94 

McPherson's,  (not  settled)  suppose  . .     3,000  00 


32,482  82 
Cash  on  hand $7  ,500 

Lent  Mr.  Sec.  Hamilton 4,000 

11,500  00 


Required  for  this  month,  dollars 20  ,982  82 

Add  advance  to  Cavalry $2  ,000 

20,982 

22,982  00 


PRICES  OP  PROVISIONS  AS  APPROVED  BY  GEN.  LEE. 


November  1st,  1794. 
We,  the  underwritten  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington, Allegheny  and  Westmoreland,  being  requested  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army  now  in  and  near  the   said 
counties  to  declare  the  prices  of  sundry  articles  necessary  for 
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the  army,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  prices  undermentioned  are- 
sufficient  for  the  following  articles  being  as  much  as  they  usu- 
ally command  in  the  country  : 

Kye,  per  bushel 3/0 

Oats 2/6- 

Corn 2/6 

Indian  meal 2/& 

Flour,  common 22/& 

Ditto,  fine 25/0 

Ditto,  superfine    27/6 

Hay,  per  ton 50/0 

Cabbage,  per  100 10/0  to  16/6 

Fowls,  each , 0/6 

Onions,  per  bushel 6/6  to  9/6 

Cyder,  per  barrel 30/0 

Whiskc}',  per  gallon 3/0  to  3/6 

Straw. ...    

Mutton,  per  lb 0/3| 

Fresh  pork,  per  lb '. 0/3 

Bacon * 0/8 

Potatoes,  per  bushel 2/0 

Turnips,  per  bushel 0/9  to  0/10 

Turkeys,  each 2/6  to  3/9 

Ducks,  per  head 

Geese,  per  head 2/6 

Butter,  per  lb 0/8  to  0/9 

Cheese 0/8  to  0/9 

The  price  of  transportation  of  oats,  ha}',  corn,  whiskey, 
flour  and  meal  is  not  considered  and  must  depend  on  distance  ; 
milk  not  being  usually  sold  the  price  is  difficult  to  ascertain, 
two  pence  a  quart  will,  however,  be  an  ample  price. 

DAVID  REDICK, 
THOMAS  MORTON, 
\VM.  FINDLEY. 


November  Sth,  1794. 
In  addition  to  the  aforegoing  it  is  proper  to  add  that  25/0 
per  hundred  is  the  established  price  for  beef  on  the  foot ;  and 
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that  2/0  instead  of  2/6  per  bushel  for  oats,  is  found  to  be  the 
highest  price  heretofore  given  in  the  countr}^,  and  of  course 
will  be  the  highest  price  given  by  the  army. 

The  above  is  published  by  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  it  is  presumed  by 
him  that  a  standard  of  current  prices  fLxed  generally  by  men 
who  have  been  highly  trusted  by  the  people  will  be  universally 
acquiesced  in. 

By  order  of  the  Coramander-in  Chief 

G.  K    TAYLOR, 
Aid-de-Camp. 


GENER.-\L    HENRY    LEE  TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF 
THE  FOUR  WESTERN  COUNTIES. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  certain  Counties  lying  west  of  the  Laurel 
Hill,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens  : — You  see  encamped  in  the- 
bosom  of  your  district,  a  numerous  and  well  appointed  army,, 
formed  of  citizens  of  every  description,  from  this  and  the- 
neighboring  States  of  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  Virginia,, 
whom  the  violated  laws  of  our  common  country  have  called 
from  their  homes  to  vindicate  and  restore  their  authority. 

The  sacrifice  of  private  interest  and  ease  ;  the  relinquishment 
of  family  and  friends,  and  of  all  the  domestic  comforts  and  en- 
joyments; the  fatigues  of  a  long  and  arduous  march,  at  an  in- 
clement season  ;  the  man}'-  inconveniences  and  hazards  of  mil- 
itary life,  could  not  withhold  them  from  obeying  with  alacrity 
so  sacred  a  call.  Actual  hardships  and  sufferings,  such  as 
might  try  the  patience  of  troops  the  most  inured  to  military 
toils,  have  only  served  to  display  in  strong  colowrs  the  genu- 
ineness of  the  patriotic  sentiments  by  which  they  are  impelled, 
and  to  furnish  a  memorable  example  of  the  fortitude  and  perse- 
verance capable  of  surmounting  all  obstacles  which  may  be 
expected  from  men  who  are  moved  by  principle  and  the  love 
of  their  country.  The  scene  before  your  eyes  ought  to  be  an 
instructive  one  ;  it  ought  to  teach  many  useful  ti-uths,  which 
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should,  for  your  own  happiness,  make  a  deep  and  lasting  im- 
pression on  your  minds. 

In  the  sudden  collection  and  rapid  movement  into  your  coun- 
try, of  so  respectable  a  source,  you  behold  an  unequivocal 
proof  of  the  ability  and  determination  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  uphold  the  government  they  have  established, 
as  well  as  of  the  energy  and  resources  of  that  government. 

You  see  the  fallacy  of  the  suggestions  by  which  most  of  you 
have  been  deceived,  as  to  the  power  of  the  government,  and 
the  inclination  of  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  to  support  and 
maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws. 

In  the  largeness  of  the  force  which  has  come  into  your  coun- 
try (though  partial  inconveniences  may  attend  it)  may  be  dis- 
cerned another  evidence  of  the  clemency,  as  well  as  of  the 
power  of  government. 

A  beloved  President,  whose  wisdom  and  virtues  will  be  in- 
delibly engraven  on  the  hearts  of  every  true  American,  to  the 
latest  posterity,  unmindful  of  the  neglect  with  which  his  pa- 
rental overtures  were  treated,  has  still  sought  to  save  the  de- 
luded from  the  fatal  consequences  to  which  the  violence  of 
their  passions  has  exposed  them,  by  convincing  the  most  obsti- 
nate and  the  most  rash  that  resistance  would  be  madness. 

Those  who  have  been  perveiied  from  their  duty  may  now 
perceive  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrines  by  which 
they  have  been  misled,  and  how  unworthy  of  their  confidence 
are  the  men  by  whom,  for  personal  and  sinister  purposes  they 
have  been  brought,  step  by  step  to  the  precipice  from  which 
they  have  no  escape  but  in  the  moderation  and  benignity  of 
that  very  government  which  they  have  vilified,  ipsulted  and 
oppoped. 

The  friends  of  order  may  also  perceive  in  the  perils  and 
evils  that  have  for  some  time  surrounded  them,  how  unwise 
and  even  culpable  is  that  carelessness  and  apathy  with  which 
they  have  permitted  the  gradual  approaches  of  disorder  and 
anarchy. 

All  ought  to  see  the  extreme  danger  of  sporting  with  public 
passions,  of  misrepresenting  the  measures  of  government,  of 
converting  difierences  of  opinion  about  the  means  of  promot- 
ing the  public  good,  into  evidences  of  pernicious  designs  of 
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interested  and  corrupt  aims  of  criminal  plots  against  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  the  people. 

Let  chimeras  like  these  no  longer  disturb  our  tranquillity  ; 
let  them  be  banished  as  the  inventions  of  men,  who,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  truth,  and  at  the  hazard  of  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  the  community,  seek  either  to  destroy  a  fabric  which  the 
people  have  reared  as  the  depository  of  their  happiness,  or  to 
gratify  their  rivalships  and  resentments  to  promote  their  own 
aggrandizement. 

In  thus  addressing  myself  to  you,  you  must  be  sensible  that 
I  can  have  no  motive  but  my  solicitude,  for  the  restoration  of 
your  happiness,  to  establish  and  perpetuate  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  command  with  which  I  am  entrusted.  The 
attainment  of  this  and  every  other  end  of  my  trust,  with  as 
little  inconvenience  to  individuals  as  shall  be  practicable,*  is 
what  I  anxiously  desire  and  will  materially  depend  upon  your- 
selves. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  sentiment,  I  recommend  to  the 
citizens  in  general  to  give  every  evidence  in  their  power  of  a 
disposition  friendly  to  the  constitution  and  government,  to 
demean  themselves  peaceably  and  remain  quietly  at  home, 
to  contribute  all  in  their  power  towards  the  accommodation 
and  supply  of  the  army,  to  prepare  and  produce  freely  what 
they  have  to  spare  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  content 
themselves  in  the  sale  thereof  with  the  price  to  which  they 
have  been  accustomed,  avoiding  all  appearance  of  exaction 
and  extortion. 

By  this  conduct  tlie  evils  unavoidably  incident  to  the  pres- 
ence of  an  army  will  be  in  a  great  degree  mitigated,  if  not 
effectually  removed. 

I  further  recommend  to  all  the  well-disposed  to  manifest 
their  good  intentions  by  taking  and  subscribing  without  delay, 
sincerely  and  truly,  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  and 
obey  the  laws,  and  by  entering  into  an  association  to  protect 
and  aid  all  the  officers  of  government  in  the  execution  of 
their  respective  duties,  and  to  protect  them  from  ill-treatment  of 
every  sort.  For  this  purpose  a  paper  will  be  desposited  with 
magistrates  in  each  county  according  to  the  form  subjoined. 

I  do  also  exhort  all  men  capable  and  willing  to  bear  arms, 
truly  attached  to  their  government  and  country,  to  array  them- 
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selves  into  regiments,  one  for  each  county,  and  to  place  them- 
selves under  such  officers  as  may  be  selected  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  knov?n  to  be  firm  friends  to  order  and  right,  upon 
the  express  conditions  of  holding  themselves  in  constant  read- 
iness to  act  in  defence  of  the  civil  authority,  whenever  called 
upon,  receiving  for  their  services  the  same  pay  and  subsistence 
as  is  allowed  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when  in  ac- 
tual service. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  President 
of  tVie  United  States,  and  in  obedience  to  his  instructions,  I  do 
moreover  assure  all  who  may  have  entitled  themselves  to  the 
benefit  of  the  amnesty  proffered  by  the  commissioners,  hereto- 
fore sent  by  him  to  this  district,  and  who  may  not  have  for- 
feited their  title  by  subsequent  misconduct,  that  the  promise 
will  be  faithfully  and  liberally  observed,  and  that  all  possible 
endeavors  will  be  used  to  prevent  injury  to  the  persons  or  pro- 
perty of  peaceable  citizens,  by  the  troops,  whose  sole  province 
it  is  to  subdue  these,  if  any  there  should  be,  hardy  enough  to 
attempt  an  armed  resistance,  and  to  support  and  aid  the  civil 
authority  as  far  as  may  be  required.  To  the  promulgation  of 
these,  my  orders,  I  with  pleasure  add  my  assurances,  that 
every  exertion  will  be  made  by  me,  and,  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  I  am  persuaded  with 
full  success,  to  carrj'  these  wise  and  benevolent  views  of  the 
President  into  complete  effect. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head  Quarters,  near  Parkinson's 
Ferry,  this  eighth  day  of  November,  1794. 

HENRY  LEE. 
By  the  Commander  in-Chief. 

G.  II.  T.WLOR,  AiddeCamp. 


I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God, 
swear  and  declare,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  sincerely  support 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  obey  all  laws  thereof, 
and  will  discountenance  opposition  thereto,  except  by  way  of 
petition  and  remonstrance,  and  all  attempts  to  resist,  obstruct 
or  ill-treat  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  the  execution  of 
their  respective  duties  ;  So  help  me  God. 
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And  in  pursuance  of  the  above  oath,  I  do  hereby  engage 
and  associate  myself  to  and  with  all  others  who  may  subscribe 
these  presents,  to  countenance  and  protect  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  in  the  execution  of  their  said  duties  according 
•to  law,  and  to  discover  and  bring  to  justice  all  persons  who 
may  be  concerned:  directly  or  indirectly,  in  illegally  hindering 
or  obstructing  the  said  officers  or  any  of  them  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  or  their  duty,  or  in  doing  any  manner  of  violence 
to  them  or  any  of  them.  In  witness  of  all  which,  I  have  here- 
unto subscribed  my  hand,  the  day  and  the  year  above  written. 

A.  B. 


GENERAL  HENRY  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WM.  IRVINE. 

Head  Quarters,  Near  Parkinson's  Ferry, 
November'  9th,  1794. 
Sir  :— From  the  delays  ar^d  danger  of  escapes  which  attend 
the  present  situation  of  judiciary  investigations  to  establish 
preliminary  processes  against  offenders,  it  is  deemed  advisable 
to  proceed  in  a  summary  manner,  in  the  most  disaffected  scenes, 
against  those  who  have  notoriously  committed  treasonable 
acts  ;  that  is,  to  employ  the  military  for  the  purpose  of  appre- 
hending and  bringing  such  persons  before  the  judge  of  the 
district,  to  be  by  him  examined  and  dealt  with  according  to 
law,  to  you  is  committed  the  execution  of  this  object  within 
that  part  of  Allegheny  county  to  which  you  are  advancing. 

As  a  guide  to  you,  you  have  herewith  a  list  of  persons  ; 
<No.  1,)  who  have  complied  with  the  terms  offered  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  are  entitled  to  an  exemp- 
tion  from  arrest  and  punishment,  and  who  are  therefore  not  to 
he  meddled  with.  You  have  also  a  list  (No.  2)  who,  it  is  un- 
derstood on  good  grounds,  have  committed  acts  of  treason, 
and  who  may,  therefore,  be  safely  apprehended. 

Besides  these,  you  may,  in  the  course  of  your  operations 
receive  satisfactory  information  of  others  who  have  committed 
like  acts,  and  wdiom,  in  that  case,  you  will  also  cause  to  bo 
■apprehended.     The  acts  alluded  to  are  the  following : 

1st.  The  firing  upon,  imprisoning,  or  intcrrupthig  in  the 
course  of  his  duty,  the  Marshal  of  the  District 
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2d.  The  two  attacks  on  the  house  of  Johu  Neville," Esq.,  In- 
spector of  the  Revenue. 

3d.  The  assembling,  or  aiding  assembling  of  an  army  at 
Braddock's  Field,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  on  the  1st  of 
August  last. 

4th.  The  assembling  and  acting  as  delegtites  at  the  meeting 
at  Parkinson's  Ferry  which  began  on  the  14th  of  the  same 
month. 

5th.  The  meeting  at  Mingo  Creek  meeting-house,  termed  a 
society,  sometimes  a  congress. 

6th.  The  destruction  of  property  and  the  expulsion  of  per- 
sons at  and  from  the  town  of  Pittsburgh. 

7th.  The  interruption  and  plundering  of  the  public  mail  and 
the  injuries  to  the  houses  and  violence  to  the  persons  of  Ben- 
jamin Wells,  John  Webster  and  Philip  Regan,  ofiBcers  of  the 
revenue. 

8th.  The  planting  of  May  poles,  impudently  called  liberty 
poles,  with  the  intention  to  countenance  and  co-operate  in  the 
insurrection.     You  will  carefully  direct  your  inquiries  toward 
civil  and  military  ofBcers,  who  have  been   extensively  con- 
cerned in  the  enormities  committed  ;     it  being  their   bpccial 
duty  to  have  prohibited,  by  their  exertions,  every  species  of 
enormity.     But  in  the  apprehension  of  persons  not  named  in 
the  list,  (No.  2,)  you  will  use  great  circumspection  to  embrace  . 
none  but  real  offenders,  nor  will  you  be  too  promiscuous  or 
too  general.     The  persons  apprehended  ought  to  be  leading 
or  influential  characters  or  particularly  violent.     You  will  find 
a  list,  (No.  3,)  this  paper  comprehends  witnesses.     The  in- 
dividuals  are   to  be  brought  forward  and  treated  as    such. 
Direct  all  who  may  be  apprehended  by  you  to  be  conveyed  to 
your  camp  until  further  orders.  Send  ofi"  your  parties  of  horse, 
with  good  guides,  and  at  such  a  period  as  to  make  the  sur- 
prises, however  distant  or  near,  at  the  same  moment,  or  intel- 
ligence will  precede  them,  and  some  of  the  culprits  will  escape, 
I  presume  the  proper  hour  will  be  at  day  break  on  Thursday 
morning,  and  have,  therefore,  desired  the  operation  to  be  then 
performed  in  every  quarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  LEE. 
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List  No.  1,  mentioned  in  this  letter,  is  in  the  possession  of 
Governor  Howell  and  will  be  sent  to  you  if  required.  Wait  not 
for  it.  List  No.  3  is  not  to  be  expected,  as  no  witnesses  are 
to  be  suramoned  for  the  district  for  which  you  act. 


NOTICE  FOR  RECEIVING  OF  OATHS  OF  ALLEGIANCE. 


Pittsburgh,  Nov.  10,  1794. 
To  the  Citizens  of  Allegheny  County  : 

The  period  has  now  arrived  wherein  the  good  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Allegheny  may,  with  safety,  step  forward  in  defense 
of  the  laws  and  the  good  order  of  the  country. 

His  Excellency  Henry  Lee,  General  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  a  large,  respectable  and  well  regulated  army  of  your 
fellow  citizens,  now  within  the  four  Western  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, hath  given  in  charge  to  us,  the  subscribers,  that  each 
of  us  do  immediately  open  books  and  receive  the  tests  or  oath 
of  Allegiance  of  all  good  citizens.  And  it  is  expected  that 
the  friends  to  government  will  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  com- 
plying with  the  requisition,  it  being  absolutely  necessary  that 
his  Excellency  should  know  a  state  of  the  minds  of  the  people 
before  the  army  is  withdrawn.  We  believe  the  intention  is 
not  to  distress,  but  to  relieve  the  deluded  part  of  the  union. 

A.  TANNEHILL, 
JOHN  WILKINS, 
Justices  of  the  Peace.. 


NOTICE  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  REVENUE. 


Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  on  Thursday,  the  20th  inst.,  an 
Office  of  Inspectiox  will  be  opened  at  Pittsburgli,  for  the 
county  of  Allegheny  ;  at  the  Town  uf  Washington,  for  the 
county  of  Washington  ;  at  Greensburgh,  for  the  county  of 
Westmoreland,  and  at  Union-Town,  for  the  county  of  Fayette. 
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All  distillers  are  required  forthwith  to  enter  their  stills  at  tlie 
Office  of  the  county  in  which  they  respectively  reside,  and  to 
•do  further  what  the  laws  prescribe  concerning  the  same,  of 
which  they  may  receive  more  particular  information  from  tli£ 
Officer  of  Inspection  with  whom  entr^'  is  made. 

JOHN  NEVILLE, 
Inspector  of  the  Revenue,  District  of  Pennsylvania,  Ath  Survey. 
November  10,  1794. 


■CAPT.  DE  IIEI3EC0URT  TO  GEN.  HENRY  LEE. 


IIe.\d  Quauters, 
Galliopolis,  Nov'r  10,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  on 
'the  30th  of  October,  having  understood  that  David  Bradford, 
of  Washington,  was  going  down  the  river  in  a  small  canoe,  by 
himself,  and  had  passed  opposite  to  Galliopolis  but  a  little 
while  ago,  I  thought  it  was  my  duty,  as  being  a  public  officer 
at  this  post,  to  give  orders  to  stop  him.  Consequently,  I  sent 
three  of  the  spies,  and  a  subaltern  officer,  with  orders  to  take 
him  and  deliver  him  to  my  possession  at  Galliopolis,  where  1 
intended  to  keep  him  under  a  strong  guard  till  I  had  been  hon- 
ored with  your  orders. 

My  men  overtook  him  on  theSlst,  abouteleven  in  the  morn- 
ing, 30  miles  below  the  Big  Scioto;  but  unluckily  for  them, 
he  had  two  hours  before  got  into  a  boat  of  the  Contractors, 
where  thej'  found  13  men,  all  ready  to  protect  Bradford,  and 
massacre  any  who  would  undertake  to  take  him  away.  My 
men,  after  having  used  their  best  endeavors,  and  exerted  all 
measures  which  prudence  and  inferiority,  could  suggest  in  such 
occurrence,  compelled  to  give  up  to  the  majority,  and  follow 
the  boat  as  long  as  possible  to  try  to  get  a  reinforcement  from 
some  of  the  stations  on  the  river;  they  offered  50  dollars  to 
any  man  who  would  turn  out  with  them  to  take  Bradford  ;  but 
they  found  the  most  part  of  the  people  disposed  in  his  favor, 
And  inclined  to  serve  his  cause. 
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By  several  reports,  I  have  right  to  conjecture  that  Bradford 
?anded  at  Limestone,  and  was  conducted  to  some  part  of  the 
■country  where  he  could  safely  preach  his  doctrine,  and  spread 
the  flame  of  a  new  insurrection.  It  will  be  almost  impossible 
to  take  him  alive  in  a  country  where  the  majority  is  in  favor, 
■and  a  matter  of  great  chance  if  he  can  be  killed  without  any 
fatal  consequences.  I  yesterday  saw  Gapt.  Jolly,  of  the  mouth 
of  Whelen,  who  communicated  to  me  the  orders  issued  by 
your  Excellency,  to  take  Bradford,  or  to  kill  him,  rather  than 
suffer  him  to  escape.  I  gave  to  Capt.  Jolly  all  the  information 
which  I  had,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Limestone  where 
he  could  receive  some  directions  favorable  to  his  purpose. 

That  boat  of  the  Contractors,  aboard  which  Bradford  was 
found,  was  bound  to  Fort  Washington,  under  the  command  of 
a  certain  Samuel  Duncan,  and  loaded  with  coal;  there  were 
several  passengers  on  board,  who  by  their  hostile  disposition 
appeared  to  be  particularly  attached  to  Bradford.  All  the  in- 
formation you  may  wish  to  have  on  this  important  subject  can 
be  easily  obtained  at  Fort  Washington  where  S.  Duncan  de- 
livered his  boat. 

I  am  mortified  that  my  undertaking  has  been  unsuccessful, 
where  I  would  have  been  happy  to  have  my  attachment  for 
this  country  fully  manifested. 

And  if  your  excellency  thinks  that  I  could  be  of  any  service 
in  this  aflair,  and  would  honor  me  with  some  orders  they 
should  be  performed  with  the  greatest  vigilance  and  punctu- 
ality. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

D'HEBECOURT, 
Captain  commanding  Militia  at  Galliojjolis. 

Ilis  Excellency  Governor  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief  Of  the 
Army  at  Pittsburgh. 


29— Vol.  IV. 
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ROUTE  OF  THE  ARMY  ON  THEIR  RETURN. 


The  army  will  make  a  short  movement  from  Pittsburgh  on 
Tuesday,  the  18th.  The  line  of  march  to  be  taken  up  the  next 
(lay.     The  following  are  the  stations   allotted  for  each  day's 

march  : 

Miles, 

1st  day's  march  to  Ileliman's,  from  Pittsburgh 15- 

2d,  to  Dutchman's,  two  miles  west  of  Greensburgh. ...  14 

3d,  to  Nine  Mile  Run 11 

4th,  two  miles  E.  of  Ligonicr 11 

5th,  Wells's  r.,  foot  Laurel  ri 9- 

6th,  Stoney  Creek,  2  miles  E 11 

7th,  Ryan's 15 

8th,  Bedford •. .  24 

9th,  Crossings  of  the  Raystown  branch  of  the  Juniata. .  14 

10th,  E.  side  of  Sideling  hill 20 

11th,  Burd's— Fort  Lyttleton 12- 

12th,  Stradsburg. IT 

13th,  Shippcnsburg 11 

14th,  Carlisle 21 


GEN.  SMITH'S  ADDRESS  TO  THE  MARYLAND  TROOPS. 


Camp  near  Pierce's  Ferrv, 

Nov.  15,  1794. 
To  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Maryland  brigade : 

Fellow-citizens  ix  arms  : — It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  congratu- 
late  you  on  the  order  to  return  to  your  own  homes  after  having 
performed  tiie  most  sacred  of  all  duties,  that  of  having  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  our  free  and  excellent  government 
and  its  laws,  A  duty  which  you  have  performed  in  a  most 
severe  and  inclement  season,  and  over  the  most  mountainous 
and  rugged  part  of  America,  with  a  fortitude  and  patience 
that  does  honor  to  yourselves  and  your  country.     You   have 
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assisted  to  couvince  the  world  that  the  free  men  and  free  re- 
publics can  and  will  support  their  constitution  and  their  laws 
without  the  aid  of  a  standing  army,  and  that  altho'  a  few  may 
be  deluded  into  errors  by  designing  and  ambitious  men   yet 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  America  are  lovers  of 
order  and  are  ready  to  risk  their  lives  to  prevent  anarchy  and 
confusion.     Permit  me  to   acknowledge  my  personal  oblio-a. 
tions  to  you  for  the  order  of  discipline  that  has  reigned  in  the 
ranks,  and  fur  the  able  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  in- 
finite  attention  to  their  duty  that  has  been  so  conspicuous 
among  the  officers.     It>is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  I 
can  assert  that  you  have  literally  obeyed  the   injunctions  of 
your  beloved  President;  that  going  to  enforce  the  laws,  you 
have  carefully  avoided  the  infraction  of  any. 

You  will,  each  of  you.  return  to  your  respective  counties 
with  considerable  military  information,  which  you  will  diffuse 
among  our  fellow  citizens,  and  strongly  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  an  efficient  and  well  regulated  militia.  Permit 
me  to  add  that  I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  in  hearing  of  your 
personal  welfare  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  sincere 
regard, 

Your  fellow  citizen, 

SAMUEL  SMITH. 


MAJOR  JOSEPH  KER  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Novembei-  11th,  1794 
Sir  .--The  enclosed  Queries,  &c.,  having  appeared  essential, 
are  respectfully  submitted  for  your  answer  thereto. 

I  remain  your  very  humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  KER, 
Brigade  Inspector  Fhil'a  C'y 
Alexander  J.  Dallas,  Esquire,  Sec't'y  to  the  Commonwealth. 


Section    1  Requires,  That  each  and  every  free  able-bodied 
white  Male  Citizen,  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
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residing  in  this  Commonwealth,  who  is  or  shall  be  of  the  age 
of  Eighteen  3'ears,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  Ex- 
cept as  is  Hereinafter  Excepted,  shall  be  Enrolled,  &c. 

Quelle.  What  constitutes  a  citizen  under  the  Militia  Law, 
and  wether  all  residents  who.are  not  citizens  are  Exempt  ? 

Sect'n  2  Of  act  of  Congress  of  8th  May,  1792,  Exempts  all 
Custom  house  officers  with  their  Clerks. 

Quere.  Are  the  characters  of  Inspectors  of  the  Customs  in- 
cluded in  said  Exemptions  ? 

Sect'n  2  Of  State  Law  exempts  all  young  men  under  the  age 
of  Twenty-One  years,  and  Servants  purchased  Bonafidc  and  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  except  in  Cases  of  Rebellion,  or  Actual 
or  threatened  Invasion,  &c. 

Quere.  Does  the  Last  call  embrace  either  of  those  Terms  ? 
Sect'n  10  Says,  That  every  person  refusing  or  neglecting 
to  perform  his  Tour  of  duty  in  person  or  by  substitute,  shall 
pay  Twelve  dollars  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal.  If  the 
Tour  was  to  be  for  a  Term  not  exceeding  One  Month,  and  in 
proportion  if  the  Tour  was  to  be  for  any  longer  Term. 

Quere.  As  the  Last  call  was  for  a  Tour  of  Duty,  but  no 
time  specified,  but  generally  understood  for  two  Months.  Can 
the  fine  be  now  ascertained,  and  if  so,  what  is  the  amount? 

Sect'n  22  Seems  to  give  a  general  power  to  Courts  of  Ap- 
vpeal,  and  afterwards  rather  confines  to  two  reasons  only. 

Quere.  Does  this  Sect'n  give  to  Courts  of  Appeal  a  power 
to  afford  relief  to  those  who  appeal  On  any  other  Terms  than 
Innability  of  body  and  unavoidable  absence  ? 

Quere.  If  Minors  &  Servants  were  liable  to  Last  Call,  and 
•delinquency  took  place,  from  whome  are  the  fines  to  be  re- 
•covered  ? 

Addition  to  Quere  on  section  10.  Section  20  lais  a  fine  of 
12  Dol.  for  non-attendance,  the  attorney  general  has  given  bis 
opinion  that  tho'  the  duty  is  but  for  one  day,  the  fine  of  12 
Dols.  is  incurred,  and  in  i^roportion  if  the  tour  was  to  be  for 
any  longer  term. 

Quere  1.  If  the  tour  be  for  some  days  in  the  second  month, 
is  the  fine  to  be  a  part  of  the  12  Dols.  proportioned  to  the  num- 
ber of  days? 

'  Quere  2d.   The  law  of  the  U.  S.,  as  I  am  informed,  specifies 
that   militia  called  in  service  by  the  U.   S.,   are  to  serve  3 
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months,  are  the  citizeus  of  this  State  to  be  fined  for  more  than 
2  months  on  the  present  occasion. 


GENERAL    ORDERS   OF   THE    COMMANDER-IX-CIIIEF. 


Head  Quarters, 
Pittsburgh,  November  llili,  1794, 

Parole — Wayne. 

Countersign — Carlisle. 

The  complete  fulfillment  of  every  object  dependent  (jn  the 
efforts  of  the  army,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  commandev-in- 
chief  to  take  measures  for  the  immediate  return  of  his  faithful 
fellow  soldiers  to  their  respective  homes,  in  execution  of  which 
no  delay  will  be  permitted,  but  that  which  results  from  the  con- 
sultation of  their  comfort. 

On  Tuesday  Morning,  at  the  hour  of  eight,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry  will  be  ready  to  accompany  his  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Mifllin  whose  official  duties  renders  his  presence  neces- 
sary at  the  seat  of  government. 

On  the  next  day  the  first  division  of  the  right  column,  con- 
sisting of  the  Artillery  and  Proctor's  Brigade,  under  the  orders 
of  Major  General  Irvine,  will  commence  their  march  to  Bed- 
ford on  the  route  commonly  called  the  Old  Pennsylvania  road. 

The  following  day,  at  the  same  hour,  the  New  Jersey  line 
will  move  under  the  command  of  his  Excellency  Governor 
Howell,  who  will  be  pleased  to  pursue  from  Bedford  such 
routes  as  he  may  find  most  convenient. 

On  the  subsequent  day,  at  the  same  hour,  the  residue  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  now  on  this  ground,  will  march  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Chambers  taking  the  route 
heretofore  mentioned,  and  making  the  same  stages  as  shall 
have  been  made  by  the  leading  division. 

Major  General  Freelinghuysen,  with  Elite  Corps  of  the  right 
column,  will  follow  the  next  day  and  pursue  the  same  route. 

Brigadier  General  Smith,  with  the  Maryland  line,  will  move 
to  Union  Town  agreeably  to  orders  heretofore  communicated 
to  him,  and  from  thence  to  proceed  on  Braddock's  road  to  Fort 
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Cumberland,  where  he  will  adopt  the  most  convenient  mea- 
sures in  his  power  for  the  return  of  his  troops  to  their  respec- 
tive counties. 

Brigadier  General  Mathews  will  move  on  Wednesday  next 
to  Morgan  Town,  from  tlience  to  Winchester  by  the  way  of 
Frankfort.  From  Winchester  the  troops  will  be  marched  to 
their  respective  Brigades  under  the  Commanding  Officers  from 
each  Brigade. 

As  soon  as  the  public  service  will  permit  afterwards,  the 
Elite  corps  of  the  left  column,  under  General  Dark,  will  follow 
on  the  route  prescribed  for  Brigadier  Mathews  and  be  dis- 
banded as  they  reach  their  respective  Brigades. 

All  arms,  accoutrements,  camp  equipage  of  every  sort,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  must  be  deposited  at  the  follow- 
ing places  and  to  the  following  Public  officers  :  Those  with 
the  New  Jersey  line  at  Trenton  with  Major  Hunt ;  those  with 
the  Pennsylvania  line  at  Lancaster,  to  the  care  of  General 
Hand,  and  at  Philadelphia  to  the  address  of  the  Secretary  of 
War;  those  of  the  Maryland  line  at  Frederick  Town  with  the 
proper  officer  there  ;  those  with  the  Virginia  line  at  Winches- 
ter to  the  care  of  General  Mathews.  Reports  must  be  made 
by  the  Commanding  Generals  of  all  articles  thus  deposited, 
one  of  which  must  be  put  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
other  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

All  arms,  accoutrements  and  camp  equipage  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  troops  belonging  to  the  particular  States,  must  be 
returned  to  the  State  officers  aud  State  Arsenals,  from  which 
they  were  received,  reports  of  which  must  be  made  by  the 
commanding  generals,  one  of  which  must  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State  to  which  the  articles  may  belong, 
aud  the  other  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

All  sorts  of  amunition,  military  stores,  medical  stores,  cloth- 
ing, unissued  quarter  master's  stores  and  commissary's  stores, 
not  necessary  to  the  troops  returning,  must  be  deposited  at 
Pittsburgh  with  Major  Craig,  aud  at  Bentley's  farm,  with  the 
Quarter  Master  there. 

The  Corps  tiestined  for  the  winter  defense  will  move  with, 
out  delay  to  Bentley's  farm,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Monon- 
gahela,  near  Perry's  ferry,  where  they  will  receive  orders  from 
Major  General  Morgan. 
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The  Virginia  Cavalry  will  take  the  route  by  Morgan  Town, 
from  thence  to  Winchester,  by  Romney's,  the  commandant  will 
receive  particular  instructions  as  to  their  time  and  manner  of 
march. 

The  right  column  will  receive  their  pay  (still  due)  at  Bed- 
ford, the  Maryland  line  auFort  Cumberland,  and  the  Virginia 
line  at  Winchester. 

In  the  punctual  and  certain  execution  of  this  honorable  at- 
tention to  the  rights  of  the  soldiers,  the  commander-in-chief 
reckons  confidently  on  the  personal  superintendence  of  the  com- 
manding generals,  who  will  very  much  gratify  him  by  com- 
municating particularly  the  completion  of  this  injunction,  as 
he  will  feel  himself  commanded  by  attachment  to  the  troops, 
and  admiration  of  the  principles  which  actuate  them  to  take 
care  that  they  be  not  in  any  instance  submitted  to  wrong. 

HENRY  LEE. 
<Gr.  K,  Taylor,  Aid-de-Camp. 


ORDERS  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  MIFFLIN. 


Camp  kear  Pittsburgh,  NovW  17,  1794. 

The  governor  of  Pennsylvania  being  obliged  to  return  to 
Philadelphia,  in  order  to  attend  to  his  civil  duties  at  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  will  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  December,  cannot,  in  justice  to  his 
feelings,  forbear  the  expression  of  his  pride  and  happiness  in 
reviewing  the  exertions  of  his  fellow  citizens,  upon  an  occa- 
'sion  80  interesting  to  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  Union. 
The  alacrity  with  which  they  engaged  in  the  service,  the  zeal 
and  spirit  with  which  they  have  manifested  their  determina- 
tion to  defend  the  constitution  and  laws, — the  honorable  at- 
tention which  they  have  shown  to  discipline  and  order,  and 
,the  exemplary  patience  with  which  they  have  sustained  the 
fatigues  of  a  long  and  tedious  march — furnish  a  lasting  monu- 
ment of  their  patriotism,  and  cannot  fail  to  command  univer- 
sal admiration  and  respect.     The  influence  of  such  a  conduct 
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■will  suppress  the  spirit  of  anarch}^  and  dlBCord  at  home,  and 
give  an  additional  lustre  to  our  national  character  abroad. 

Under  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  same  laudable  conduct 
will  continue  on  the  march  home,  the  governor  lakes  an  affec- 
tionate leave  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  wishes  them  an  early 
return  to  their  respective  families  and  domestic  pursuits.  For 
which  the  quarter  master  general  and  commissary  general  are 
making  the  necessary  arrangements. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Mifflin. 

JOSIAII  IIARMAR, 

Adjutant  General. 


GENERAL    ORDERS  OF    THE    COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Head  Quarters, 
Pittsburgh,  Nov.  18//j,  1794. 

In  this  moment  of  separation  of  the  army,  the  commander- 
in-chief  would  commit  a  violence  on  his  own  feelings,  was  he 
not  to  express,  in  the  most  public  manner,  the  respectful  and 
grateful  sense  he  entertains  of  their  merit  and  services.  Moved 
by  the  purest  principles  which  can  actuate  the  human  mind^ 
they  stepped  forward  in  a  menacing  crisis  to  vindicate  the  in- 
sulted majesty  of  the  people,  to  uphold  our  political  fabrick, 
and  to  restore  the  sovereignty  of  the  laws. 

To  no  citizens  was  ever  committed  a  more  important  task ; 
it  has  been  completely  executed,  and  in  a  manner  which  gives 
.new  lustre  to  the  patriotism  which  impelled  the  exchange  of 
domestic  comfort  for  the  toils  of  a  camp.  The  sufiering  and 
wants  inseparable  from  military  service  have  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ;  they  have  been 
met  with  fortitude,  and  borne  without  a  murmur.  Animated 
by  love  of  country  and  respect  for  order,  the  only  emulation 
has  been,  who  best  should  execute  their  duty.  Ready  to  com- 
bat and  subdue  all  who  might  dare  to  resist — they  have  been 
equally  ready  to  forgive  and  protect;  thus  adorning  the  mili- 
tary character  by  the  endearing  and  winning  virtues  of  hu- 
manity. 
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Complete  the  memorable  example  so  far  exhibited,  by  termi- 
nating  your  tour  of  soldiership  correspondently  to  its  be^in- 
Jg  and  progress.  You  thus  secure  to  yourselves  the  rew°ard 
of  your  own  breasts,  and  you  secure  to  your  country  every 
good  expected  from  your  patriotism  and  valor 

The  general  officers  and  commandants  of  corps  will  add  to- 
the  many  obligations  imposed  in  the  course  of  this  service  on 
he  commander-in-chief,  by  regarding  with  unremitting  atten- 
tion  this  his  last  injunction. 

.JV\^  °^'T  ""^^^''^  description  he  presents  his  warmest 
hanks  for  the  faithful  and  able  support  which  he  has  derived 
from  their  exertions  in  every  stage  of  the  execution  of  the  ob- 
jects intrusted  to  his  direction,  and  he  intrusts  them  to  con- 

ful  attachment  and  his  best  wishes  for  their  safe  return  and' 
nappy  meeting  with  their  friends. 

At  a  general  court  martial,  whereof  col.  Lane  was  president 
sergeant  Greenwood,  sergeant  Wolpart,  James  Simpson  and 
A\  1  ham  Braggs  wei-e  sentenced  to   receive  corporal  punish- 
ment      The  commander-in-chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the 
court  and  remits  the  punishment  directed 

He  is  induced  to  do  this  from  a  conviction  that  the  prisoners 
were  not  guilty  of  any  premeditated  crime  from  respect  to  the 
uitercession  made  in  their  favor,  and  from  his  disinclination  to 

Tetat.     T'"  u ?'"  r™^  ^^  '^'  ^''^''''  °f  '^^y  individual,, 
he  flatters  himself  his  clemency  will  be  attributed  to  the  prope 

motives  and  will  produce  the  effects  he  promises  to  himself 

Major  General  Morgan  will  command  the  force  destined  for 
the  winter  defense.  He  is  requested  to  accelerate  the  collection, 
of  the  troops  at  Bentley's  Farm  near  Perry's  Perry  in  order  to 
establish  them  in  quarters  without  delay. 

p    t-   T  ,-17  IIEXRY  LEE 

G.  k.  Taylor,  Aid-de-camp. 
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PtEPOPtT  OF  SUKGEON  GENERAL  CUTBUSH. 


Nov'r  ISfh,  nOi. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  ioforra  you  that  there  are  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  men  sick  in  the  Pennsylvania  line. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

EDWARD  CUTBUSH, 

Sur.  Gen.  Pennsylvania. 
N.  B. — There  have  been  only  5  deaths  ;  another  expected  to 
die  from  a  blow  received  in  falling  a  tree. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 


PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON'S  MESSAGE  TO  CONGRESS. 


PuiLADA.,  Nov.  19,  1794. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  gracious  indulgence  of  Heaven, 
by  which  the  American  People  became  a  nation  ;  when  we 
survey  the  general  prosperity  of  our  country,  and  look  for- 
ward to  the  riches,  power  and  happiness  to  which  it  seems  des- 
tined ;  with  the  deepest  regret  do  I  announce  to  you,  that  dur- 
ing your  recess,  some  of  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  found  capable  of  an  insurrection.  It  is  due  how- 
ever, to  the  character  of  our  Government,  and  to  its  stability, 
which  cannot  be  shaken  by  the  enemies  of  order,  fully  to  un- 
fold the  course  of  this  event. 

During  the  session  of  the  j'ear  1T90,  it  was  expedient  to  ex- 
ercise the  legislative  power  granted  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  "to  lay  and  collect  excises."  In  a  majority  of 
the  States,  scarely  an  objection  was  heard  to  this  mode  of 
taxation.  In  some,  indeed,  alarms  were  at  first  conceived,  un- 
til they  were  banished  by  reason  and  patriotism.  In  the  four 
western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  a  prejudice,  fostered  and 
embittered  by  the  artifice  of  men  v/ho  labored  for  an  ascen- 
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dancy  over  the  will  of  others,  by  the  guidance  of  their  pas- 
sions, produced  symptons  of  riot  and  violence.  It  is  well 
known  that  Congress  did  not  hesitate  to  examine  the  com- 
plaints which  were  presented,  and  to  relieve  them  as  far  as  jus- 
tice dictated  or  general  convenience  would  permit.  But  the 
impression  which  this  moderation  made  on  tlie  discontented, 
did  not  correspond  with  what  it  deserved  ;  the  arts  of  delu- 
eion  were  no  longer  confined  to  the  eflbrts  of  designing  indi- 
viduals. 

The  very  forbearance  to  press  prosecutions  was  misinter- 
preted into  a  fear  of  urging  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  as- 
sociations of  men  began  to  denounce  threats  against  the  oflB- 
cers  employed.  From  a  belief,  that,  by  a  more  formal  concert 
their  operation  might  be  defeated,  certain  self-created  socie- 
ties assumed  the  tone  of  condemnation.  Hence,  while  the 
greater  portion  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  itself  were  con- 
forming themselves  to  the  acts  of  excise,  a  few  counties  were 
resolved  to  frustrate  them.  It  was  now  perceived,  that  every 
expectation  from  the  tenderness  which  had  hitherto  been  pur- 
sued, was  unavailing,  and  that  further  delay  could  only  create 
au  opinion  of  impotency  or  irresolution  in  the  government. 
Legal  process  was,  therefore,  delivered  to  the  Marshal,  against 
the  rioters  and  delinquent  distillers. 

No  sooner  was  he  understood  to  be  engaged  in  this  duty, 
than  the  vengeance  of  armed  men  was  aimed  at  his  person  and 
the  personal  property  of  the  inspector  of  the  revenue.  They 
fired  upon  the  Marshal,  arrested  him  and  detained  him  for  some- 
time as  a  prisoner.  He  was  obliged  by  the  jeopardy  of  his  life 
to  renounce  the  service  of  other  process  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Allegheny  mountain,  and  a  deputation  was  afterwards  sent  to 
him  to  demand  a  surrender  of  that  which  he  had  served.  A 
numerous  body  repeatedly'  attacked  the  house  of  the  Inspector, 
seized  his  papers  of  olSce  and  finally  destroyed  by  fire  his 
buildings  and  whatsoever  they  contained.  Both  of  these  ofii- 
cers,  from  a  just  regard  to  their  safety,  fled  to  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, it  being  avowed  that  the  motives  to  such  outrages 
were  to  compel  the  resignation  of  the  Inspector,  to  withstand 
by  force  of  arms  tlie  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
by to  extort  a  repeal  of  the  laws  of  excise  and  an  alteration  in 
the  conduct  of  government. 
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Upon  the  testimony  of  these  facts,  an  associate  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  notified  to  nie,  that  "  in 
"  the  Counties  of  Washington  and  Alleghen}',  in  Pennsylvania, 
"  law8.of  the  United  States  were  opposed  and  the  execution 
"  thereof  obstructed  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
"  pressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings  or 
"  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  Marshal  of  that  district. '^  On 
this  call,  momentous  in  the  extreme,  I  sought  and  weighed 
what  might  best  subdue  the  crisis.  On  the  one  hand  the  judi- 
ciary was  pronounced  to  be  stript  of  its  capacity  to  enforce 
the  laws.  Crimes  whicli  reached  the  very  existence  of  social 
order,  were  perpetrated  without  controul,  the  friends  of  gov- 
ernment were  insulted,  abused  and  overawed  into  silence,  or 
an  apparent  acquiescence  ;  and  to  yield  to  the  treasonable  fury 
of  so  small  a  portion  of  the  United  States  would  be  to  violate 
the  fundamental  principle  of  our  constitution,  which  enjoins 
that  the  will  of  the  majority  shall  prevail.  On  the  other,  to 
array  citizen  against  citizen,  to  publish  the  dishonor  of  such 
excesses,  to  encounter  the  expence  and  other  embarrassments 
of  so  distant  an  expedition,  were  steps  too  delicate,  too  closely 
interwoven  with  many  affecting  considerations  to  be  lightly 
adopted.  I  postponed,  therefore,  the  summoning  the  militia 
immediately  into  the  field,  But  I  required  them  to  be  held  in 
readiness,  that  if  my  anxious  endeavours  to  reclaim  the  deluded 
and  to  convince  the  malignant  of  their  danger  should  be  fruit- 
less, military  force  might  be  prepared  to  act  before  the  season 
should  be  too  far  advanced. 

My  proclamation  of  the  seventh  of  August  last,  was  accord- 
ingly issued  and  accompanied  by  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners who  were  charged  to  repair  to  the  scene  of  insurrec- 
tion. They  were  authorized  to  confer  with  any  bodies  of  men 
or  individuals.  They  were  instructed  to  be  candid  and  ex- 
plicit in  stating  tlie  sensations  which  had  been  excited  in  the 
Executive,  and  his  earnest  wish  to  avoid  a  resort  to  coercion  ; 
to  represent  however,  that  without  submission,  coercion  must 
be  the  resort,  but  to  invite  them  at  the  same  time  to  return  to 
the  demeanor  of  faithful  citizens  by  such  accommodations  as 
lay  within  the  sphere  of  the  executive  power  ;  pardon,  too, 
was  tendered  to  thcni  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
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and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  no  other  condition  than  a  eat- 
isfactory  assurance  of  obedience  to  the  laws. 

Although  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  marks  their  firm- 
ness and  abilities,  and  must  unite  all  virtuous  men,  by  shew- 
ing that  the  means  of  conciliation  have  been  exhausted  ;  all  of 
those  who  had  committed,  or  abetted  the  tumults,  did  not  sub- 
scribe the  mild  form  which  was  proposed  as  the  atonement; 
aiid  the  indications  of  a  peaceable  temper  were  neither  suffi- 
ciently general  nor  conclusive  to  recommend  or  warrant  a 
further  suspension  of  the  march  of  the  Militia. 

Thus,  the  painful  alternative  could  not  be  discarded.  I  or- 
dered the  Militia  to  march,  after  once  more  admonishing  the 
insurgents,  in  my  proclamation  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  Septem- 
ber last. 

It  was  a  task  too  difficult  to  ascertain  with  precision  the 
lowest  degree  of  force  competent  to  the  quelling  of  the  insur- 
rection. From  a  respect,  indeed,  to  economy,  and  the  ease  of 
my  fellow  citizens,  belonging  to  the  militia,  it  would  have 
gratified  me  to  accomplish  such  an  estimate.  My  very  great 
reluctance  to  ascribe  too  mvch  importance  to  the  opposition, 
had  its  extent  been  accurately  seen,  would  have  been  a  decided 
inducement  to  the  smallest  efficient  numbers.  In  this  uncer- 
tainty, therefore,  I  put  into  motion  fifteen  thousand  men,  as 
•being  an  army,  which,  according  to  all  human  calculation, 
would  be  prompt  and  adequate  in  every  view,  and  might,  per- 
haps, by  rendering  resistance  desperate,  prevent  the  efl'usion 
-of  blood.  Quotas  had  been  assigned  to  the  States  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia, — the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  declared  on  this  occasion  au  opinion 
which  justified  a  requisition  to  the  other  States. 

As  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia,  when  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  I  have  visited  the  places 
of  general  rendezvous,  to  obtain  more  exact  information,  and 
to  direct  a  plan  for  ulterior  movements.  Had  there  been  room 
for  a  persuasion  that  the  laws  v/ere  secure  from  obstruction — 
that  the  civil  magistrate  was  able  to  bring  to  justice  such  of 
the  most  culpable  as  have  not  embraced  the  proffered  terms  of 
amnesty,  and  may  be  deemed  fit  objects  of  example  ;  that  the 
friends  of  peace  and  good  government  were  not  in  need  of  that 
.aid  and  countenance  which  they  ought  always  to  receive,  and, 
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I  trust,  ever  Avill  receive,  against  the  vicious  and  turbulent ;  I 
should  have  caught  with  avidity  the  opportunity  of  restoring' 
the  Militia  to  their  families  and  home.  But  succeeding  intelli- 
gence has  tended  to  manifest  the  necessity  of  what  has  been 
done  ;  it  being  now  confessed  by  those  v.'ho  were  not  inclined 
to  exaggerate  the  ill  conduct  of  the  insurgents,  that  their  ma- 
levolence was  not  pointed  merely  to  a  particular  law  ;  but  that 
a  spirit,  inimical  to  all  order  has  actuated  manj'  of  the  ofiend- 
ers.  If  the  state  of  things  had  aflbrded  reason  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  my  presence  with  the  army,  it  would  not  have 
been  withholden  ;  but  every  appearance  assuring  such  an  issue 
as  will  redound  to  the  reputation  and  strength  of  the  United 
States,  1  have  judged  it  most  proper  to  resume  my  duties  at 
the  seat  of  government,  leaving  the  chief  command  with  the 
Governor  of  Virginia. 

Still,  however,  as  it  is  probable,  that  in  a  commotion  like 
the  present,  whatsoever  may  be  the  pretence,  the  purposes  of 
mischief  and  revenge  may  not  be  laid  aside  ;  the  stationing  of 
a  small  force  for  a  certain  period  in  the  four  western  counties 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  indispensable  whether  we  contem- 
plate the  situation  of  those  who  are  connected  with  the  execu- 
tion ol  the  laws,  or  of  others,  who  may  have  exposed  them- 
selves by  an  honorable  attachment  to  them. 

Thirty  days  from  the  commencement  of  this  session  being 
the  legal  limitation  of  theeraploj-ment  of  the  militia,  Congress 
cannot  be  to  early  occupied  with  this  subject. 

Among  the  discussions  which  may  arise  from  this  aspect  of 
our  affairs,  and  from  the  documents  which  will  be  submitted  to 
Congress,  it  v/ill  not  escape  their  observation,  that  not  only  the 
Inspector  of  the  Revenue,  but  their  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  Pennsylvania,  have,  from  their  fidelity  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  functions,  sustained  material  injuries  to  their 
property.  The  obligation  and  policy  of  indemnifying  them 
are  strong  and  obvious  It  may  also  merit  attention  whether 
policy  will  not  enlarge  this  provision  to  the  retribution  of  their 
Citizens,  who,  though  not  under  the  ties  of  office,  may  have 
suffered  damage  by  their  generous  exertions  for  upholding  the 
constitution  and  the  laws.  The  amount,  even  if  all  the  injured 
were  included,  would  not  be  great,  and  on  the  future  emergen, 
cies,  the  government  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  influence 
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of  an  example  that  he,  who  incurs  a  loss  in  its  defence,  shall 
find  a  recompeuce  in  its  liberality. 

While  there  is  cause  to  lament  that  occurrences  of  this  na- 
ture should  have  disgraced  the  name  or  interrupted  the  tran- 
quillity of  any  part  of  our  community,  or  should  have  diverted 
to  a  new  application  any  portion  of  the  public  resources,  there 
are  not  wanting  real  and  substantial  consolations  for  the  mis- 
fortune. It  has  demonstrated'that  our  prosperity  rests  on  solid 
foundations,  by  furnishing  an  additional  proof,  that  my  fellorw 
citizens  understand  the  true  principles  of  government  and  lib- 
erty; that  they  feel  their  inseparable  union;  that  notwith- 
standing all  the  devices  which  have  been  used  to  sway  them 
from  their  interest  and  duty,  they  are  now  as  ready  to  main- 
tain the  authority  ol  the  laws  against  licentious  invasions  as 
they  were  to  defend  their  rights  against  usurpation.  It  has 
been  a  spectacle  displaying  to  the  highest  advantage,  the 
value  of  Republican  government,  to  behold  the  most  and  the 
least  wealthy  of  our  citizens  standing  in  the  same  ranks  as 
private  soldiers,  pre-cminentl}'  distinguished  by  being  the 
army  of  the  constitution — undeterred  by  a  march  of  three  bun- 
dred  miles  over  rugged  mountains,  by  the  approach  of  an  in- 
clement season  or  by  any  other  discouragement.  Nor  ought 
I  to  omit  to  acknowledge  the  efiScatious  and  patriotic  co-oper- 
ation which  I  have  experienced  from  the  chief  magistrates  of 
the  States,  to  which  my  requisitions  have  been  addressed. 

To  every  description,  indeed,  of  citizens,  let  praise  be  given, 
but  let  them  persevere  in  their  affectionate  vigilance  over  that 
precious  depository  of  American  happiness,  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Let  them  cherish  it,  too,  for  the  sake 
of  those  who  from  every  clime  are  daily  seeking  a  dwelling 
in  our  land.  And  when  in  the  calm  moments  of  reflection, 
they  shall  have  retraced  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  insur- 
rection, let  them  determine,  whether  it  has  not  been  fomented 
by  combinations  of  men,  who  careless  of  consequences  and 
disregarding  the  unerring  truth  that  those  who  rouse  cannot 
always  appease  a  civil  convulsion,  have  disseminated  from  an 
ignorance  or  perversion  of  facts,  suspicions,  jealousies  and  ac- 
cusations of  the  whole  government. 

Having  thus  fulfilled  the  engagement  which  I  took,  when  I 
entered  into  office,  "to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  preserve, 
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fprotect  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  on 
.you,  gentlemen,  and  tlie  people  by  whom  you  are  deputed,  I 
■rely  for  support. 


GENERAL  ORDERS  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  LEE. 


November  20,  1794. 

The  heads  of  departments  are  requested  to  bestow  every 
;possible  attention  to  the  fair  and  immediate  liquidation  ol  all 
demands  against  the  United  States  for  the  subsistence  and 
other  charges  appertaining  to  the  army.  In  the  execution  of 
this  important  duty  they  will  be  governed  uniformly  by  the 
strictest  regard  to  equit}^  always  preferring  in  dubious  cases 
the  individual's  right,  if  marked  by  particular  circumstances 
of  damage. 

In  the  payment  of  ferriages  for  any  part  of  the  army  or  its 
baggage,  a  sum  fully  adequate  for  the  use  of  the  boats  and 
hands  employed  therein  is  to  be  given  and  not  the  established 
.rates  per  head  and  wheel. 

The  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage  which  cannot  be 
readily  transported  to  the  camp  of  the  troops  destined  to  cou- 
linue  during  the  winter  must  be  sold  for  and  on  account  of  the 
United  States. 

The  commanding  ofiBcers  of  the  several  State  lines  compos- 
ing the  army,  are  required  immediately  to  make  returns  of  the 
troops  engaged  in  their  respective  lines  for  the  winter  defence, 
comprehending  arms  and  every  other  article  belonging  to  the 
ipublic  in  their  possession. 

With  deep  regret  the  commander-in-chief  announces  the 
death  of  major  Watkins,  of  the  Maryland  line,  and  Lieut. 
Jones,  of  the  Virginia  line,  both  of  whom  in  their  several 
stations,  ably  and  honorably  discharged  their  duties.  To  their 
memory  we  will  pay  the  highest  tribute  of  respectful  condo- 
lence ;  they  must  be  buried  with  the  honors  of  war  and  at- 
tended to  the  grave  conformably  to  their  rank.  This  last 
homage  of  profound  respect,  the  commander-in-chief  presents 
4o  their  manes  as  the  highest  testimony  he  can   give  of  his 
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sense  of  the  merit  of  fellow  soldiers,  who  fell  victims  to  the 
toils  and  sufferings  to  which  the  virtuous  army  under  his  com- 
mand was  unavoidably  subjected  in  the  course  of  a  campaign 
undertaken  to  stop  the  progress  of  anarchy,  and  to  perpetuate 
to  their  fellow  citizens  the  inestimable  blessings  of  order  and 
good  government. 

HENRY  LEE. 
G.  K.  Taylor,  Aid-de-Camp. 


GENERAL  ORDERS  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  LEE. 


November  21,  1794. 

The  commander-in-chief  has  directed  me,  in  the  most  public 
manner,  to  declare  his  surprise  and  mortification  in  discover- 
ing that  some  of  the  magistrates  with  whom  have  been  de- 
posited books  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  citizens  of  this 
district  to  manifest  their  attachment  to  their  government  b}'' 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  subscribing  an  association, 
as  recommended  in  his  address  of  the  8th  instant,  have  as- 
sumed the  privilege  of  annexing  fees  to  their  agency.  This 
conduct  is  so  repugnant  to  the  system  he  has  strenuously  en- 
deavored to  establish,  as  well  as  so  opposite  to  that  spirit  of 
affection  and  kindness  which  he  is  anxious  to  inculcate  and 
diffuse  among  the  inhabitants,  that  he  feels  himself  obligated 
at  once  to  stop  the  practice,  and  hereby  requires  all  magis- 
trates who  will  not  ofiSciate  without  a  fee  or  reward,  to  return 
the  books  in  their  possession,  that  they  may  be  otherwise 
placed.  Should  any  moneys  be  necessarily  expended  in  print- 
ing the  certificates  to  be  given  by  them  to  the  people  who  may 
comply  with  his  recommendation,  he  considers  himself  answer- 
able for  it,  and  will,  on  production  of  the  accounts,  discharge 
the  same. 

By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief, 

THOMAS  NELSON,  dep.  a(Jft  gen. 


30— Vol.  IV. 
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ADDRESS    OF    THE    SENATE    TO    PRESIDENT    WASH- 
INGTON. 


November  22d,  1794. 
To  tlie  President  of  the  United  Slale.i : 

Sir  : — We  receive  with  pleasure,  your  speech  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.  In  it  we  perceive  renewed  proofs  of  that 
vigilant  and  paternal  concern  for  the  prosperity,  honor  and 
happiness  of  our  country,  which  has  uniformly  distinguished 
your  past  administration. 

Our  anxiety  arising  from  the  licentious  and  open  resistance 
to  the  laws,  in  the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
been  increased  by  the  proceedings  of  certain  self-created  so- 
cieties, relative  to  the  laws  and  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, proceedings  in  our  apprehension  founded  in  political 
error,  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  disorganize  our  govern- 
ment, and  which,  by  inspiring  delusive  hopes  of  support,  have 
been  influential  in  misleading  our  fellow  citizens  in  the  scene 
of  insurrection. 

In  a  situation  so  delicate  and  important,  the  lenient  and  per- 
suasive measures  which  you  adopted,  merit  and  receive  our 
affectionate  approbation  ;  these  failing  to  procure  their  proper 
effect,  and  coercion  having  become  inevitable,  we  have  de- 
rived the  highest  satisfaction  from  the  enlightened  patriotism 
and  animating  zeal  with  which  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  rallied  round  the 
standard  of  Government,  in  opposition  to  anarchy  and  insur- 
rection. 

Our  warm  and  cordial  acknowledgments  are  due  to  you.  Sir, 
for  the  wisdom  and  decision  with  which  you  arrayed  the  mi- 
litia, to  execute  the  public  will,  and  to  them  for  the  disinter- 
estedness and  alacrity  with  which  they  obeyed  your  sum. 
mens. 

The  example  is  precious  to  the  theory  of  our  government, 
and  confers  the  brightest  honor  upon  the  patriots  who  have 
given  it. 
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We  shall  readily  concur  in  such  farther  provisions  for  the 
security  of  internal  peace  and  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws  as 
the  occasion  manifestly  requires. 

The  effectual  organization  of  the  militia  aud  a  prudent  atten- 
tion to  the  fortifications  of  our  ports  and  harbours,  are  subjects 
of  great  national  importance,  and,  together  with  the  other 
measures  you  have  been  pleased  to  recommend,  will  receive 
our  deliberate  consideration. 

The  success  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Wayne,  cannot  fail  to  produce  essential  advantages.  The 
pleasure  with  which  we  acknowledge  the  merits  of  that  gallant 
General  and  army,  is  enhanced  by  the  hope  that  their  victories 
will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  just  and  durable  peace  with  the 
Indian  tribes. 

At  a  period  so  momentous  in  the  affairs  of  nations,  the 
temperate,  just  and  firm  policy  that  you  have  pursued  in 
respect  to  foreign  powers,  has  been  eminently  calculated  to 
promote  the  great  and  essential  interest  of  our  country,  and 
has  created  the  fairest  title  to  the  public  gratitude  and  thanks. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


REPLY  OF  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Gentlemen:  —  Among  the  occasions,  which  have  been 
afforded,  for  expressing  my  sense  of  the  zealous  and  stedfast 
co-operation  of  the  Senate  in  the  maintenance  of  government, 
none  has  yet  occurred  more  forcibly  demanding  my  unquali- 
fied acknowledgments  than  the  present. 

Next  to  the  consciousness  of  upright  intentions,  it  is  the 
highest  pleasure  to  be  approved  by  the  enlightened  representa- 
tives of  a  free  nation.  With  the  satisfaction  therefore,  which 
arises  from  an  unalterable  attachment  to  public  order,  do  I 
learn,  that  the  Senate  discountenance  those  proceedings  which 
would  arrogate  the  direction  of  our  affairs  without  any  degree 
of  authority  derived  from  the  people. 
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It  has  btcn  more  than  once  the  lot  of  our  government  to  be 
thrown  into  new  and  delicate  situations,  and  of  these,  the  insur- 
rection has  not  been  the  least  important.  Ilavingbeen  compelled 
at  length  to  lay  aside  my  repugnance  to  resort  to  arms,  I  derive 
much  happiness  from  being  confirmed  by  your  judgment  in  the 
necessity  of  decisive  measures  and  from  the  support  of  my 
fellow  citizens  of  the  militia,  who  were  the  patriotic  instru- 
ments of  that  necessity. 

With  such  demonstrations  of  affection  for  our  constitution, 
with  an  adequate  organization  of  the  militia,  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  necessary  fortifications,  with  a  continuance  of  those 
judicious  and  spirited  exertions  which  have  brought  victory 
to  our  Western  army,  with  a  due  attention  to  public  credit  and 
an  unsullied  honor  towards  all  nations,  we  may  meet,  under 
every  assurance  of  success,  our  enemies  from  within  and  from 
without. 

G'O.  WASHINGTON. 


MAJOR    GENERAL    LEE  TO    CAPT.    DE    IIEBECOURT. 


Head  Quarters, 
Pittsburgh,  Nov^i^  22,  1794. 

"giP, : — ^^i  have  received  your  letter  of  the  jOth  iust.,  and 
maturely  considered  its  contents. 

I  am  concerned  that  the  party  in  pursuit  of  Mr.  Bradford 
were  unsuccessful  in  efforts  to  arrest  him,  in  as  much  as  I  fear 
the  late  convulsions  of  this  part  of  the  county  may,  in  a  great 
degree,  be  ascribed  to  his  counsels  and  efforts.  I  hope,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  will  yet  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  jus- 
tice, that  he  may  expiate  by  his  punishment,  those  offenses 
which  he  is  supposed  to  have  committed  against  that  country 
from  which  he  derived  his  existence  and  support ;  but  while  I 
wish  that  he  should  be  taken,  I  wish  not  that  he  should  be  de- 
stroyed ;  on  the  contrary,  1  should  be  affected  with  great  con- 
cern, should  I  hear  that  be  had  been  killed,  or  even  treated 
with  unnecessary  severity  or  cruelty.  It  is  the  happiness  as 
it  is  the  pride  of  America,  that  no  person  can  be  deprived  of 
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his  property'  or  existence  bat  by  law.  Tlic  principles  ol  jus- 
tice, on  which  arc  founded  those  of  the  law,  pronounce  that  be- 
fore he  shall  be  deprived  of  the  latter,  he  shall  be  confronted 
with  his  accusers,  allowed  the  benefit  of  exculpatory  testimony, 
and  permitted  to  urge  whatever  he  may  think  necessary  for 
his  defense. 

Conformably  to  this  idea,  the  several  offenders  who  have  been 
seized  in  this  deluded  country,  have  been  regularly  delivered 
to  the  civil  power  which  will  deal  with  them  according  to  their 
merits. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  to  assure  you.  Sir,  that  the  informa- 
tion you  have  received,  that  I  wished  Bradford  to  be  killed, 
rather  than  suffered  to  escape,  is  erronious,  and  that  I  shudder 
at  the  idea  of  hunting  to  death  a  fellow  being. 

If,  by  your  exertions,  he  could  be  sent  to  this  place  alive, 
you  would  confer  an  obligation  on  me,  and  on  the  United 
States  ;  at  the  same  time,  in  that  event,  I  should  wish  him  to 
be  treated  with  every  civility  consistent  with  his  safe  custody. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

IlEXKY  LEE. 

D'HeBSCOjKT. 


GEN.  FRELTNGTIUYSEN  TO  COL.  MACPIIERSON    AND 
CAPT.  DUN  LA  P. 


U'd  Q'rs,  Bedford,  Nov.  2dd,  1791. 
To  Colonel  William  McPherson,  commanding  the  Infantry,  and 
Captain  John  Danlap,  commanding  the  Cavalry  of  the  ad- 
vanced Corps  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Militia  Army  : 
Gentlemen  : — In  the  hurry  of  making  the  arrangements  at 
Pittsburgh,  for  the  march  of  the  advanced  Corps  of  tlie  right 
wing,  it  became  impracticable  to  communicate  to  3^ou  tiie  Gen- 
eral Orders  of  the  18th  instant.     A   copy  of  them  is  now  in- 
closed, and  you  will,  of  course,  acquaint  your  respective  Com- 
mands with  the  sentiments  of  our  worthy  Commander-in-Chief 
respecting  their  and  their  fellow  soldiers  patriotic  conduct  in 
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supporting  the  Laws  and  the  Constitution,  and  the  happiness 
of  their  Country. 

Whilst  you  are  discliarging-  this  duty,  I  request  you  will 
likewise  express  to  them  ray  high  satisfaction  with  their  sol- 
dierlike deportment,  during  the  whole  time  I  had  the  honor  to 
command  them.  "While  I  live,  I  shall  recollect  with  pleasure 
the  fortitude  and  patience  with  which  they  endured  the  severe 
toils  and  hardships  of  the  Campaign,  and  the  promptitude  with 
which  ihcy  obeyed  every  order.  To  my  latest  breath,  I  shall 
keep  in  my  mind  with  the  liveliest  sensibility,  the  remem- 
brance of  their  politeness  and  attention  to  mo  on  every  ccca- 
sion. 

I  am,  GcntlemoTi, 

with  sentiments  of  pure  regard, 

Your  most   obedient  and 

ver3'  humble  servant, 

FRED.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


DISTRICT  ATTORNEY  RAWLE*  TO  JUDGE  ADDISON. 


PiTTSBur.frn,  Noveiiiher  24,  1194. 
Sir: — The  Judge  of  the  district  having  spent  several  days 
in  this  town  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  cases  of  per- 
sons accused,  and  taking  the  examination  of  witnesses  relative 
to  oflences  committed  within  the  district  against  the  United 
States,  and  his  public  business  requiring  his  attendance  in 
another  part  of  the  district,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
questing your  attention  to  the  continuance  of  that  inquirey 

*WiLLiA>i  Rawle,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  was  born  2Sth  day  of 
April,  1759,  of  Quaker  parentage.  His  early  leiral  studies  were  prose- 
cuted under  the  direction  of  Counsellor  Kemp  of  New  York.  Towards 
the  closn  of  the  Revolution  he  went  to  England,  and  entered  the  Mid- 
dle Temple  where  he  pursued  his  studies  with  untiring  assiduity.  In 
1783  he  returned  to  this  country  and  devoted  himself  to  his  profession. 
President  Washington  appointed  him  District  Attorney  for  the  United 
States  in  1791,  a  position  he  held  for  eight  years,  when  he  resigned.  In 
the  year  1S2S,  Dartmouth  College  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of 
IjL.  I).    He  died  April  12,  1S33,  in  the  sevent3--scventh  jear  of  his  age. 
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which  public  justice  requires,  relative  to  the  offences  commit- 
ted as  above  mentioned. 

The  list  inclosed,  and  the  excepted  cases  in  Governor  Lee's 
proclamation,  will  indicate  the  persons  in  regard  to  whose  con- 
duct during  the  late  convulsion,  it  is  desirable  to  establish  the 
truth. 

I  will  be  obliged  to  you,  sir,  to  reduce  their  testimony  to 
writing,  and  to  furnish  me  with  the  depositions,  and  to  bind 
the  witnesses  over  in  a  reasonable  sum  expressed  in  dollars, 
to  appear  and  testify  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  at  the  next 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  stated  or  special,  to  be  holden 
within  the  district  aforesaid. 

The  following  cases  I  desire  you  to  notice  particularly : 

1.  To  bind  over  a  certain  Matthew  Logan,  as  a  witness 
against  Ebenezer  Gallagher. 

2.  To  take  the  recognizance  of  Thomas  Hughes,  Esq.,  if  he 
shall  offer  bail  and  good  securities  in  no  less  sum  in  the  whole 
than  3,000  dollars,  for  his  appearance  to  answer.  The  charge 
against  him  is  his  having  been  one  of  the  blackened  party  who 
attacked  the  house  of  Capt.  Faulkner,  and  his  having  signed  a 
contemptuous  and  improper  paper  on  the  1 1th  of  September  last. 
His  offence,  therefore,  is  of  a  bailable  nature. 

3.  To  send  for  and  bind  over  as  witnesses,  Major  Richard 
Talbot  and  Rev.  Philip  Dodridge  of  Hopewell  township,  and 
John  Fennell  of  Cross  Creek. 

These  instances  are  not  mentioned  as  the  exclusive  cases  in 

which  your  assistance  is  requested.     To  your  judgment  every 

other  case  is  with  great  confidence  committed.     Truth  will 

gradually  reveal  itself,  and  testimony  of  which  we  are  ignorant. 

With  great  consideration  and  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

W.  RAWLE. 
To  Judge  Addison. 
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DISTRICT  ATTORNEY    RAWLE    TO   JUDGE    ADDISON. 


Greexsburg,  November  26,  1794. 
Judge  Addison  : 

Permit  me  to  request  you  will  be  good  enough  to  send  for  a 
Doctor  Robinson,  Wm.  Parker,  Esq.,  Daniel  Depuy  and  Wm. 
Irwin,  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  from  their  examinations  from 
whom  they  received  instructions  to  harangue  Col.  John  Ham- 
ilton's battalion  on  the  4th  of  July  last  in  opposition  to  excise 
law,  (as  it  is  called,)  for  it  appears,  on  inquiry,  that  a  regular 
plan  had  been  formed  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law  by 
the  extirpation  of  all  the  ofiBcers,  and  that  the  attack  upon  Gen. 
Neville's  was  an  execution  of  their  system. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  servant, 

W.  RAWLE. 


GEN.  HENRY  LEE  TO  JUDGE  ADDISON, 


Head  Quarters, 
Pittsburgh,  November  2Q,  1794. 

Sir  : — Major  General  Morgan,  who  will  command  the  troops 
destined  to  continue  in  this  district,  will  be  always  ready  to 
support  the  civil  authority  when  required. 

To  you,  as  the  head  of  the  judiciary,  belongs  the  right  of 
demanding  this  aid  whenever  in  your  judgment  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary. I  am  persuaded  the  wisdom  and  vigor  which  will  be 
displayed  by  the  officers  of  justice,  in  their  several  stations, 
will  probably  be  found  equal  to  all  future  exigencies.  Should 
my  hopes  prove  fallacious,  the  power  of  the  protection  estab- 
lished by  me  cannot  fail  in  the  immediate  suppression  of  every 
irregularity,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  instantly  resorted  to. 

Praying  that  this  district  may  long  enjoy  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, I  return  home  with  pleasing  anticipations  of  their 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  475 

growing  prospects  a^id  happiness,  in  which  I  cannot  but  feel 
myself  deeply  interested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  LEE. 
To  Hon.  Alexander  Addison. 


GOVERNOR     LEE,     OF      VIRGINIA,    TO      GOVERNOR 
MIFFLIN. 


Uead  Quarters, 
Pittsburgh,  November  2Ql,h,  1794. 

Sir  : — The  period  having  arrived  when  the  army,  entrusted 
to  my  direction  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  having 
accomplished  the  object  of  their  advance  into  this  country, 
are  about  to  return  home,  I  should  commit  violence  on  my 
own  feelings,  was  I  not  to  express  to  your  Excellency  my  veiy 
high  ideas  of  their  merit. 

Suddenly  brought  into  the  field,  they  were  unprepared  for 
the  hardships  which  they  encountered.  Nevertheless,  disre- 
garding the  distress  to  which  they  were  consequently,  in  a 
greater  degree  exposed,  they  continued  to  evidence  with 
firmness  and  zeal,  the  purity  of  the  principles  by  which 
they  were  moved,  and  terminated  their  campaign  in  perfect 
correspondence  with  the  patriotism  which  impelled  them  to 
exchange  domestic  enjoyments  for  the  toils  and  privations  in- 
separable from  military  life.  To  all  is  due  the  tribute  of  ap- 
plause which  ever  attends  the  faithful  and  animated  discharge 
of  duty  ;  but  to  one  class  something  more  is  due.  Those  ines- 
timable and  friendless  citizens  who  fill  the  ranks,  seem  to  have 
been  scarcely  uoticed  in  the  legal  provisions  for  compensation. 

If  the  example  exhibited  by  my  companions  in  arms  is  *  * 
consolation  from  my  hopes  that  the  ''■'•  *  *  tion  the  ine- 
quality which  at  "^  *  =^=  and  to  the  soldiers,  and  so  far  as 
respects  the  faithful  Sivmy  under  my  orders,  will  bo  pleased  to 
manifest  their  sense  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  by  rendering 
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the  pecuniary  compensation  of  the  soldier»proportionate  to  that 
given  to  the  officer.  The  justice  and  policy  of  such  interpo- 
sition are  alike  evident,  and  will  be  peculiarly  acceptable. 

Another  point  in  which  both  officers  and  soldiers  are  inter- 
ested, claims,  in  my  humble  opinion,  legislative  notice.  Altho' 
the  wise  and  temperate  system,  adopted  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  averted  the  heaviest  of  all  human  calami- 
ties, and  saved  the  efiusion  of  bloud,  yet  the  suiferings  which 
the  army  experienced  from  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather, 
have  deprived  many  families  of  their  dearest  friend  and  chief 
support.  To  alleviate  their  miseries,  by  extending  to  them, 
with  equity  and  liberality,  the  public  aid,  is  the  only  possible 
retribution  which  can  be  made  by  the  community,  and  I  flatter 
myself  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  known  the  existence  of 
such  cases,  to  secure  to  the  sufferers  the  requisite  legal  pro- 
vision. 

1  forbear  to  gratify  my  affectionate  attachment  to  my  fellow 
citizens  in  arms  with  me,  by  yielding  to  my  solicitude  for  their 
welfare,  and  subjoining  the  many  observations  which  my 
knowledge  of  their  virtue  and  sufferings  crowds  upon  my 
mind,  in  the  confidence  that  their  conduct  best  bespeaks  their 
worth,  and  that  the  Legislature  will  take  pleasure  in  manifest- 
ing their  respect  to  real  merit. 


HENRY  LEE. 


The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  GEN.  HENRY  LEE. 


By  IIekry  Lee,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Ihe  CommomceaUh  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Major  General  therein,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Militia  Army  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 


A    PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas,  Information  hath  been  given  to  mo,  that  David 
Lock,  of  Washington  County,  Ebenezer  Gallagher  and  Peter 
Lyle,  of  Allegheny  County,  charged  with  the  Commission  of 
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Treason  against  the  United  States,  have  this  morning,  made 
their  escape  from  the  Fort  at  the  town  of  Pittsburgh,  to  which 
place  thej^  had  been  committed  by  the  civil  authority  ;  I  do, 
therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me,  hereby  offer 
a  reward  of  Six  Hundred  Dollars,  to  be  paid  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  will  apprehend  the  said  offenders,  and  deliver 
them  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  said  Fort  or  the  keeper 
of  the  Gaol  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  or  the  sum  of  Two 
Hundred  Dollars  for  any  one  of  them  who  shall  be  apprehended 
and  delivered  as  aforesaid.  And  I  do  hereby  call  upon  and 
require,  as  well  all  magistrates  and  other  officers  of  justice, 
as  well  all  disposed  citizens  desirous  of  supporting  the  laws, 
and  avoiding  a  return  of  the  anarchy  and  confusion  in  which 
the  Western  Counties  of  Pennsylvania  have  lately  been  in- 
volved, to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  cause  the  above  men- 
tioned Offenders  to  be  brought  to  justice. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head  Quarters,  in  Pittsburgh,  this 
24th  day  of  November,  1794. 

HENRY  LEE.     [l.  s.] 
By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
James  IlEAun,  Aid-de-Camp. 


Peter  Lyle  is  about  5  feet  10  inches  high,  light  complexion 
and  light  hair,  about  30  years  of  age,  very  talkative,  had  on  a 
blue  coat  and  white  under  jacket. 

David  Lock  is  stout,  square  built,  5  feet  8  or  9  inches  high, 
light  complexion,  short  sandy  hair,  flat  nose  and  large  lips, 
had  on  a  round  white  hat,  cloth  coloured  great  coat,  yellow 
cassimer  waistcoat  and  breeches. 

Ebenezer  Gallagher  is  6  feet  high,  fair  complexion,  light 
hair,  had  on  a  green  coat,  a  bold,  talkative  man,  born  in  New 
Jersey. 


478  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 


ACT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  PLACE  TROOPS  IN  THE 
WESTERN  COUNTIES.    " 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  President  to  call  out  and  station  a  corps  of 
Militia  in  tlie  four  ■western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  limited 
time. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  a  force  not  exceeding  two  thousand  five  hundred  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians  and  privates,  to  be  composed 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  be  called  forth  and  stationed 
in  the  four  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  if,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  the  same  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to 
suppress  unlawful  combinations  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be 
duly  executed  :  Provided,  that  the  term  of  service  of  any  one 
quota  of  the  militia  to  be  called  into  actual  service,  pursuant 
to  this  act,  shall  not  exceed  three  months  after  they  shall  have 
arrived  at  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  if,  in  his  judg. 
ment,  it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  direct  voluntary  inlist- 
ments  of  any  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  all 
or  any  part  of  the  force  herein  authorized  to  be  called  forth 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  for  a  term  of  service  not  exceeding 
thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  • 

FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 
Appkoved — November  the  twenty-ninth,  1794. 

G'O.  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  United  States. 
Deposited  among  the  Rolls  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

EDM.  RANDOLPH, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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GENERAL  LEE'S  PROCLAMATION    OF  PARDON. 


Bij  Henry  Lef.,  Governor  of  tJie  Gommoniveal/h  of  J'irginia, 
Major  General  thercia,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Mi- 
litia Army,  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

B}'  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authority  m  ine  vested  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  obedience  to  his  benign 
intentions  therewith  communicated,  I  do,  by  this,  my  procla- 
mation, declare  and  make  known  to  all  concerned,  that  a  full, 
free  and  entire  pardon  (excepting  and  providing  as  hereafter 
mentioned)  is  hereby  granted  to  all  persons  residing  within 
the  counties  of  "Washington,  Allegheny,  AVestmoreland  and 
Fayette,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  county  of 
Ohio,  in  the  State- of  Virginia,  guilty  of  treason  or  misprision 
of  treason  against  the  United^^States,  or  otherwise  directly  or 
indirectl}'  engaged  in  the  wicked  and  unhappy  tumults  and 
disturbances  lately  [existing  in  those  counties ;  excepting, 
nevertheless,  from^the  benefit  and  effect  of  this  pardon,  all  per- 
sons charged  with  the  commission  of  offenses  against  the 
United  States,  and  novr  actually  in  custody  or  held  bj'  recog- 
nizance to  appear  and  answer  for  such  offenses  at  any  judicial 
court  or  courts,  exceptingfalso,  all  persons  avoiding  fair  trial 
\>y  abandonment  of  their  homes  ;  and  excepting  moreover,  the 
following  persons,  the  atrocity  of  whose  conduct  renders  it 
proper  to  mark  them  by  name  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting 
them,  with  all  possible  certainty,  to  the  regular  course  of  ju- 
dicial proceedings,  and  whom  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
are  required  to  endeavor  to  apprehend  and  brought  to  justice, 
to  wit : 

Benjamin  Parkinson,  Arthur  Gardner, 

John  Ilolcroft,  Daniel  Hamilton, 

Tho.  Lapsley,  William  Miller, 

Edward  Cook,  Edward  Wright, 

Richard  Holcroft,  David  Bradforc^, 

John  Mitchell,  Alexander  Fulton, 

Thomas  Spiers,  William  Bradford, 
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Geo.  Parker,  Wm.  Ilanna, 

Edward  Magner,  jun.,  Thomas  Hughes, 

David  Lock,  Ebenezer  Gallagher, 

Peter  Lyle,  John  Shields, 

William  Hay,  AVilliam  McElhenny, 

Tho.  Patton,  Stephenson  Jack, 

Patrick  Jack,  and  Andrew  Highlands,  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and — 
William  Sutherland,  Robert  Stephenson, 

William  McKinley,  John  Moore  and 

John  McCormick,  of  Ohio  county,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Provided.  That  no  person  who  shall  hereafter  wilfully  ob- 
struct, or  attempt  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  any  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  or  be  in  any  wise  aiding  or  abetting 
therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  or  advantage  of  the 
pardon  hereinbefore  granted  :  And  p7'ovided  also,  That  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend 
to  the  remission  or  mitigation  of  any  forfeiture  of  any  penalty 
incurred  by  reason  of  infractions  of,  or  obstructions  to,  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  collecting  a  revenue  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  stills. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head  Quarters,  in  Elizabeth  Town, 
this  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  179i, 

HENRY  LEE. 
By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
G.  K.  Taylor,  Aid-de-Camp. 


ORDERS  OF  GENERAL  MORGAN. 

general  orders. 
Camp,  Bextley's  Farm,  Nov.  30,  1794. 
The  General  anticipates  the  happiest  issue  that  the  army  he 
has  the  honor  to  command,  will  aflFord  to  the  laws  and  friends 
of  good  order  and  government,  in  the  four  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  willingness  with  which  the  citizens  have 
enrolled  themselves  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  the  restora- 
tion of  obedience  to  the  laws,  are  pleasing  evidences  that  the 
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unhappy  delusion   vvhich  lately  pervaded  this  country,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  friends  to  anarchy,  are  at  an  end. 

The  General  hopes  that  the  army  now  hutting  for  winter 
quarters,  will  consider  themselves  as  in  the  bosom  of  their 
friends,  &  that  they  will  vie  with  each  other  in  promoting  the 
love  and  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  pointedly  avoid 
every  species  of  spoliation  on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  officers  commanding  fatigue  parties  are  particularly  di- 
rected not  to  suffer  the  sugar  or  other  trees  producing  fruit  or 
comfort  to  the  farmer  to  be  cut  down  for  building  or  any  other 
purpose  whatever. 

The  burning  of  fencing,  where  there  is  such  an  abundance 
of  fuel  so  easily  procured,  is  strictly  forbid,  and  a  violence 
offered  to  the  person,  or  depredation  on  the  property  of  any 
individual,  by  the  soldiery,  will  be  punished  in  the  most  ex- 
emplary and  summary  manner. 

DANIEL  MORGAN. 


THE  REVENUE  INSPECTOR'S  NOTICE. 


PiTTSBUPvCn,  Nov.  27,  1794. 
I  am  directed  to  notify  all  persons  in  the  counties  of  Alle- 
gheny, Fayette  and  Bedford,  against  whom  suits  have  been 
commenced  in  the  court  of  the  United  States  for  neglecting  to 
enter  their  stills,  that  upon  their  coming  forward  immediately 
to  the  Collectors  of  each  county,  and  paying  one  year's  arrear- 
ages upon  the  capacity  of  the  still  and  the  costs  of  suit,  a  bill 
of  which  will  be  furnished,  the  actions  will  be  discontinued. 

JOHN  l^EVILLE, 
Inspector-  of  the  Revenue,  Ath  Survey,  Dialrict  of  Pennsylvania.. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES  TO 
PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  December  1. 

Sii; : — The  House  of  Representatives,  calling*  to  mind  the 
blessings  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  es- 
pecially the  happiness  of  living  under  constitutions  and  laws 
which  rest  on  their  authority  alone,  could  not  learn  with  other 
emotions  than  those  you  have  expressed,  that  any  part  of  our 
fellow  citizens  should  have  shewn  themselves  capable  of  an 
insurrection,  and  we  learn,  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  any 
misrepresentations  whatever,  of  the  government  and  its  pro- 
ceedings either  by  individuals  or  combinations  of  men  should 
have  been  made,  and  so  far  credited  as  to  foment  the  flagrant 
outrage  which  has  been  committed  on  the  laws. 

We  feel,  with  you,  the  deepest  regret  at  so  painful  an  occur, 
rence  in  the  annals  of  our  country.  As  men  regardful  of  the 
tender  interests  of  humanity,  we  look  with  grief  at  scenes 
which  might  have  stained  our  land  with  civil  blood.  As  lovers 
of  public  order,  we  lament  that  it  has  sufTered  so  flagrant  a 
violation.  As  zealous  friends  of  Republican  Government,  we 
deplore  every  occasion  which  in  the  hands  of  its  enemies,  may 
be  turned  into  a  calumny  against  it. 

This  aspect  of  the  crisis,  however,  is  happily  not  the  only 
one  which  it  presents.  There  is  another  which  yields  all  the 
consolations  which  you  have  drawn  from  it.  It  has  demonstra- 
ted to  the  candid  world  as  well  as  to  the  American  people 
themselves,  that  the  great  body  of  them,  everywhere,  are 
equally  attached  to  the  luminous  and  vital  principle  of  our 
constitution,  whicl^ enjoins  that  the  will  of  the  majority  shall 
prevail.  That  they  understand  the  indissoluble  union  between 
true  liberty  and  regular  government.  That  they  feel  their  du- 
ties no  less  than  they  are  watchful  over  their  rights.  That 
they  will  be  as  ready  at  all  times  to  crush  licentiousness  as 
they  have  been  to  defeat  usurpation.  In  a  word,  that  they 
are  capable  of  carrying  into  execution  that  noble  plan  of  self- 
government  which  they  have  chosen  as  the  guarantee  of  their 
own  happiness,  and  the  asylum  for  that  of  all  from  every  clime 
who  may  wish  to  unite  their  destiny  with  ours. 
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These  are  the  just  inferences  flowing  from  the  prompitude 
with  which  the  summons  to  the  standard  of  the  Laws  has 
•been  obeyed  ;  and  from  the  sentiments  which  have  been  wit-  . 
nessed  in  every  description  of  Citizens,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
Union.  The  spectacle,  therefore,  when  viewed  in  its  true 
light,  may  well  be  affirmed  to  display  in  equal  lustre  the  vir. 
tues  of  the  American  character,  and  the  value  of  Republican 
Government.  All  must  particularly  acknowledge  and  applaud 
the  patriotism  of  that  portion  of  Citizens,  who  have  freely  sac- 
rificed everj'thing,  less  dear  than  the  love  of  their  country  to 
the  meritorious  task  of  defending  its  happiness. 

In  the  part  which  you  yourself  have  borne  through  this  deli, 
cate  and  distressing  period,  we  trace  the  additional  proofs  it 
has  aflTorded  of  your  solicitude  for  the  public  good.  Your 
laudable  and  successful  endeavors  to  render  lenity  in  execu- 
ting the  laws  conducive  to  their  real  energy,  and  to  convert 
tumult  into  order,  without  the  effusion  of  blood,  form  a  par- 
ticular title  to  the  confidence  and  praise  of  your  constituents. 
In  all  that  may  be  found  necessary,  on  our  part,  to  complete 
this  benevolent  purpose,  and  to  secure  the  ministers  and 
friends  of  the  laws  against  the  remains  of  danger,  our  due  co- 
operation will  be  afforded. 

The  other  subjects  which  you  have  recommended  or  com- 
fliunicated,  and  of  which  several  are  peculiarly  interesting,  will 
all  receive  the  attention  w^hich  they  demand.  We  are  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  an  ellectaal  organization  of 
the  Militia. 

We  rejoice  at  the  intelligence  of  the  advance  and  success 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  General  Wayne ;  whether 
■we  regard  it  as  a  proof  the  perservance,  prowess  and  superi. 
ority  of  our  Troops,  or  as  a  happy  presage  to  our  military 
-operations  against  the  hostile  Indians,  and  as  a  probable  pre- 
lude to  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  peace,  upon  terms  of 
candour,  equity  and  good  neighborhood,  we  receive  it  with 
the  greater  pleasure,  as  it  increases  the  probability  of  sooner 
restoring  a  part  of  the  public  resources  to  the  desirable  object 
of  reducing  the  public  debt. 

We  shall  on  this  as  on  all  occasions  be  disposed  to  adopt 
any  measure  wliich  may  advance  the  safety  and  prosp3rity  of 
our  country. 

31— Vol.  IV, 
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In  nothing  can  we  more  cordially  unite  with  you  than  in  im- 
ploring the  Supreme  Ruler  of  Nations  to  multiply  his  blessings 
on  the  United  States,  to  guard  our  free  and  happy  Constitution 
against  every  machination  and  danger,  and  to  make  it  the  best 
source  of  public  happiness  by  verifying  its  character  of  being 
the  best  safeguard  of  human  rights. 


REPLY  OF  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Gentlemen  : — I  anticipated  with  confidence  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  regret  produced  by 
the  insurrection.  Every  eflfort  ought  to  be  used  to  discounten- 
ance what  has  contributed  to  foment  it ;  and  thus  discourage 
a  repetition  of  like  attempts.  For  notwithstanding  the  con- 
solations which  may  be  drawn  from  the  issue  of  this  event,  it 
is  far  better  that  the  artful  approaches  to  such  a  situation  of 
things  should  be  checked  by  the  vigilant  and  duly  admonished 
patriotism  of  our  fellow  citizens,  than  that  the  evil  should  en- 
crease  until  it  becomes  necessary  to  crush  it  by  the  strength 
of  their  arm. 

I  am  happy  that  the  part  which  I  have  myself  borne  on  this 
occasion,  receive  the  approbation  of  your  House.  For  the 
discharge  of  a  constitutional  duty,  it  is  a  sufficient  reward  to 
me  to  be  assured  that  you  will  unite  in  consumating  what  re- 
mains to  be  done. 

I  feel,  also,  great  satisfaction  in  learning  that  the  other  sub- 
jects which  I  have  communicated,  or  recommended,  will  meet 
with  due  attention  ;  that  you  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  an  effectual  organization  of  the  Militia  ;  and 
that  the  advance  and  success  of  the  army  under  the  command 
of  General  Wayne,  is  regarded  by  you,  no  less  than  m3'-self, 
as  a  proof  of  the  perseverance,  prowess  and  superiority  of  our 
Troops. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
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COL.  EDWARD  COOK  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 


December  2,  1794, 
The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  a  certificate  given  me  by  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  Fennsylvauia. 
Pennsylvania,  ss : 

The  underwritten,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  certifies,  that  Edward  Cook,  of  the 
county  of  Fayette,  in  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Esquire, 
hath  this  day  before  hira  personally  appeared,  and  voluntarily 
entered  into  a  recognizance  to  -the  United  States  of  America, 
himself  in  three  thousand  dollars,  and  one  good  surety  for  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  his  personal  appearance  be- 
fore the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  said  United 
States,  at  the  next  special  session  of  the  Circuit  court  to  be 
holden  for  iha  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  then  and  there 
answering  to  such  charges  of  treasonable  and  seditious  prac. 
tices  and  such  other  matters  of  misdemeanor  as  shall  be  al- 
leged against  him  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he 
will  not  depart  that  court  without  license.  Tlie  underwritten, 
further  certifies,  that  the  aforesaid  recognizance  was  taken  in 
the  presence  and  with  approbation  of  William  Bradford,  Esq., 
Attorney  General  of  the  said  United  States. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  sixth  of  November,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundre.l  and  ninety-four. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  McKEAN. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern  : 

The  abi)ve  is  intended  to  show  that  the  subscriber  holds  him- 
self liable  to  answer  anything  that  may  be  alleged  against  him, 
notwithstanding  the  insinuations  that  may  be  to  the  contrary 

EDWARD  COOK. 
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RESOLUTIONS   OF  TxIE   NEW  JERSEY  LEGISLATURE. 


New  Jebsey  IIouse  of  Assembly,  Dec.  3,  1794. 
Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  embrace  the  present  occasion 
01  expressing  their  approbation  of  the  measures  pursued  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  suppressing  the  insur- 
rection in  the  four  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  with 
pleasure  view  his  solicitude  and  care  for  a  due  execution  of 
the  laws  and  support  of  the  eonstitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  this  State  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  virtue,  patriotism  and  alacrity  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  in  complying  with  the  requisition  of  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  for  calling  into  service  the  militia  of  this 
State  against  the  insurgents  of  the  four  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  patience  and  magnanimity  with  which 

..•the  ofiScers  and  privates  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  who  have 
marched  under  that  requisition,  have  encountered  the  fatigues 
and  difficulties  of  a  long  and  arduous  march,  at  so  inclement  a 
season  of  the  year,  justify  the  Legislature  in  declaring  that 

.  they  have  deserved  well  of  their  country ;  and  the  Legislature 
felicitate  themselves  and  their  fellow  citizens,  that  so  direct 

.and  unconstitutional  a  violation  and  resistance  of  the  laws  of 

.the  United  States,  has  been  so  completely  discountenanced 

jind  defeated. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


Department  of  W^ak,  December  blh,  1791. 

giR : The  President  of  the  United  States  has  instructed  me 

to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  Resolve,  contain- 
ing the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  Militia  in  actual  service  for  the  suppression  of  the  late  in- 
surrection. 
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The  President  having  personally  been  a  witness  to  the  mili- 
tary merits  of  the  embodied  Militia,  experiences  the  highest 
gratification  in  communicating  this  honorable  approbation,  the 
most  precious  recompense  that  could  be  oftered  to  enlightened 
freemen.  It  is  his  devout  hope,  that  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  may  ever  be  found  to  be  the  faithful  and  invincible 
protectors  and  vindicators  of  the  great  principles  of  Law  and 
Liberty, 

The  citizens  of  America  fixing  in  their  minds  as  an  indelible 
truth,  that  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  the  defence  of  their 
country,  are  sacred  and  indispensable  duties,  will  render  its 
freedom  and  happiness  perpetual. 

The  President  embraces  cordially  the  present  occasion,  to 
tender  your  Excellency  his  sincere  thanks  for  your  zealous  and 
powerful  co-operation  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  insurrec- 
tion, as  well  for  your  exertions  in  calling  out  the  Militia,  as 
for  your  services  in  the  field. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
II.  KNOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Ilis  Excellency  Governor  Miffun. 


RESOLVES  OF  CONGRESS. 


Congress  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Thursday,  December  4,  1794. 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be 
given  to  the  gallant  officers  and  privates  of  the  Militia  of  the 
States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
who  on  the  late  call  of  the  President,  rallied  round  the  stan- 
dard of  the  laws,  and  in  the  prompt  and  severe  service  which 
they  encountered,  bore  the  most  illustrious  testimony  to  the 
value  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  blessings  of  internal  peace 
and  order  :     And  that  the  President  be  requested  to  conimuni- 
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cate  the  above  vote  of  thanks  iu  such  manner  as  he  may  judge 
most  acceptable  to  the  patriotic  citizens  who  are  its  objects. 
Attest:  JOnV  BECKLEY,  Clerk. 

True  Copy  from  the  Original  on  File  in  the  War  Office. 
Jonx  Stagg,  Jux.,  Ch.  Cl'k. 


ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 


Philadelphia,  December  6,  1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Ilouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 
It  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  meet  you  under  cir- 
cumstances, which  justify  an  assurance,  that  law,  order  and 
tranquillity  have  been  restored  in  the  Western  Counties  of  the 
State.  The  crisis  which  occasioned  the  late  extraordinary  call 
of  the  Legislature;  which  menaced  the  reputation,  as  well  as 
the  peace  of  the  communitj^ ;  and  which  imposed  the  necessity 
of  resorting  from  the  judicial  to  the  military  power  ;  has  been 
resisted  and  overcome,  in  a  manner  equally  honorable  and  effi- 
cacious. Such,  indeed,  have  been  the  measures  pursued  and 
such  have  been  their  success,  that  the  sensations  of  indignation 
and  regret,  which  the  insurrection  originally  excited  in  the 
mind  of  every  virtuous  Citizen,  will  be  fairly  exchanged  for 
the  sensations  of  an  honest  pride  and  a  lauduble  exultation. 
That  men  should  be  so  depraved  as  to  swerve  from  the  duty 
which  they  owe  to  society ;  or  so  ignorant  as  to  abandon  the 
interests  which  they  derive  from  its  protection,  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  imperfections  of  our  nature,  and  will  be  found  among 
the  sources  of  public  calamity  in  every  age  and  in  every  Coun- 
tiy.  But  the  example  of  an  enlightened  people,  rising  with 
zeal  and  affection  to  maintain  the  constitution  which  they  had 
established  with  freedom  and  deliberation  ;  of  an  insulted  Gov- 
ernment solicitous  to  reclaim  rather  than  to  punish  its  deluded 
or  refractory  Citizens;  and  of  an  extensive  Republic  posses- 
sing the  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  laws,  has  for  the  first 
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time  been  exhibited  to  the  world,  and  forms  the  glorious  char- 
acteristic of  the  American  nation. 

At  the  opening  of  the  last  session,  I  communicated  the  cir- 
cumstance of  riot  and  outrage,  which  attended  the  insurrec- 
tion, and  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  as  well  as  of  Pennsylvania,  to  rescue  the  offend, 
era  from  their  delusion  bj  the  influence  of  reason  and  truth  ; 
or  in  the  event  of  an  obstinate  perseverance  in  a  lawless  course, 
to  subdue  and  punish  them.     Actuated  by  passions  the  most 
intemperate,   and   seduced  by  hopes  the  most  visionary,  the 
insurgents  slighted  all  the  overtures  of  Government ;  falsely 
construing  its  benevolence  into  fear,  and   its  aversion  to  the 
use  of  force,    into  the  consciousness  of  a  defect  of  power. 
The  pleasing  prospect,  therefore,  of  reconciling  them  to  their 
duty  by  amicable  means,  could  no  longer  be   indulged  with 
safety  or  justice  to  the  Union ;  and  accordingly,  the  President 
directed  the  Militia  destined  for  the  suppression  of  the  insur- 
rection,  to  repair  to  the  respective  places  of  rendezvous.     It 
will  be  remembered,  Gentlemen,  that   often  before  this  sum- 
mons,  I  represented  to  the  Legislature,  the  imperfect  state  of 
our  Militia  law  and  the  embarrassments  that  were  likely  to  oc- 
cur in  drafting  and  organizing  any  part  of  the  Militia  for  ac- 
tual service.     The  experiment  proved  the  justice  of  my  ap- 
prehensions.    For.  however  promptly  the  orders  were   issued, 
however  explicit  in  their  terms,  to  obtain  a  full  and  immediate 
compliance  with  the  President's  requisition,  doubts  of  success 
were  suggested  in  almost  every  return  which  I    received  from 
the  Brigade  inspectors  ;  and  at  length,  it  became  manifest  that 
neither  the  regard  which  I  felt  for  the  honor  of  the  State,  nor 
a  personal    solicitude  to  discharge  my   Federal    obligations, 
could  be  gratified  by  an  implicit  reliance  upon  the  ordinary 
process  of  the  law.     Under  this  impression  I  determined  in 
the  first  place  to  invite  a  voluntary  enrollment  of  the  Citizens, 
(a  measure  which  appeared  in  my  judgment  to  be  strictly  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  of  the  provision  that  authorizes  the 
drafted  Militia  to  employ  substitutes,)  and  in  the  next  place  I 
determined  to  visit  every  county  included  in  the  requisition 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  difficulties  in  the  organization  of 
the  several  quotas;    of  dispelling  any  dangerous  prejudices 
that  mighL  exist  by  a  faithful  communication  of  the  facts  and 
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principles  connected  with  the  expedition;  and  of  Btimulating* 
the  people  to  an  exemplary  exertion  in  support  of  that  Consti- 
tution which  every  enlightened  and  honest  man  must  contem- 
plate as  the  palladium  of  Anierican  Liberty  and  the  sanctuary 
of  human  happiness. 

To  the   expedient  of  raising  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  by 
voluntary  enrollments,   the   Legislature  has  already  given   a 
liberal  and  efficient  sanction  ;  but  I  feel  raj^selfunequal  tothetask 
of  recommending  with  adequate  energy  to  your  grateful  at- 
tention, the  alacrity,  spirit  and  perseverance  of  our  fellow  Citi- 
zens, in  vindicating  the  violated  authority  of  the  laws.     As 
soon  as  the  situation   of  our  Country  was  duly  described  and 
understood  ;  the  daring   and  cruel  career  of  the  malcontents  ; 
the  subversion  of  the  jtidicial  authority  ;  the  failure  of  every 
conciliatory  effort ;  and  the   resulting  necessity  of  an  appeal 
to  arms  ;  produced  in  perfect  unison  with  my  anticipations, 
one  common  sentiment  of  resentment,  one  common  determina- 
tion to  defend  the  peace  and  order  of  society,  against  the  ma- 
chinations of  licentiousness  and   anarchy,     Li  this  patriotic 
work  the  veterans  who  had  achieved  our  Independence  and  estab- 
lished  our   Government,   were  associated  with   the   virtuous 
youth  of  the  rising  Generation,   who  justly  thought,  that  the 
best  acknowledgement  for  the  invaluable  inheritance  prepared 
for  them  must  be  to  cherish  and  protect  it.     The  rich  and  the 
poor  were  alike  emulous  to  distinguish  themselves  ;  so  that  to 
the  scene  exhibited  by  their  conduct,  in  which  all  the  advan 
tages  of  fortune  were  surrendered  and  forgotten,  we  are  indebted 
for  a  practical  illustratiorj  of  the  equal  rights  and  equal  obli 
gations  of  the  Citizens  of  the  American  Republic.     The  pride 
of  opinion  and  even  the   acrimony  of  party,  yielded  likewise 
to  the  generous  enthusiasm.     Controversies  relating  to  the  im 
policy  of  particular  measures  were  no  longer  sustained  ;  bu 
every  class  and  description  of  citizens  impressed  with  this  fun 
daraental  truth,  that  where  there  is  no  law  there  can  be  no  li 
berty,  with   equal  ardor  and  fidelity  combined  in  the  mainte 
nance  of  the  general  cause.     The  same  principles  and  the  same- 
practice   were  displayed  by  the   Citizens  of  our  sister  States, 
New   Jersey,    Maryland    and    Virigina.     Advancing,   indeed, 
under  the  President's  requisition,  to  aid  us  in  restoring  the 
tranquillity  of  Pennsylvania,  they  have  added  anotlier  iinpor 
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taut  feature  to  the  transaction,  by  evincing  the  reality  and  the 
energy  of  our  political  union,  and  by  furnishing  the  most  en- 
dearing proofs  of  a  fraternal  attachment,  wliich  disclaims  all 
territorial  boundary  and  distinction. 

With  an  arm}^  thus  constituted  of  Citizens,  who  cheerfully 
relinquished  all  the  avocations,  indulgences  and  emoluments  of 
private  life  to  aflect  the  sovereignty  of  the  laws,  in  a  remote 
and  rugged  country,  at  an  inclement  season  of  the  year,  there 
should  be  no  room  for  doubt  or  apprehension  respecting  the 
event.     Yet  that  the  triumph  of  order  might  also  be  the  triumph 
of  humanity,  the  number  of  the  troops,  with  as  much  wisdom  as 
benevolence,  was  made  so  great,  (amounting  to  15,000  men,  as 
to    overawe,  in  the  most  desperate  and  rash,  any  disposition 
for  hostility  and  resistance.     The  approach  of  this  formidable 
force,  accordingly,  produced  the  meditated  effects.     The  spirit 
and  celerity  with  which  it  was  collected,  soon  convinced  the- 
Insurgents,  that  they  had  nothing  to  hope  from  the  inactivity 
nor  from  the  countenance  of  any  part  of  the  community.     The 
friends  of  Government,  resuming  their  confidence  in  its  power 
and  disposition  to  protect  them,  became  vigilant  in  counter, 
acting  the  instruments  of  sedition  and  in  disseminating  a  know- 
ledge of  the  duties  and  interests  of  a  free  people.     The  desire 
of  acquiiing  information  was  awakened  among  honest,  though 
deluded  men,  by  the  universal  abhorrence,  which  stigmatized 
the  insurrection  ;  and  impending  danger  sunk  into  submission, 
those  whom  virtue  had  ceased  to  control,  and  truth  was  unable 
to  convince.  Thus  without  the  effusion  of  blood,  without  an  in- 
jury to  private  property,  and  without  a  violation  of  any  per- 
sonal right,  has  the  object  of  Government  been  attained.     The 
Courts  of  Justice  being  reinstated  in  their  legitimate  author- 
ity ;  the  laws  of  the  Union  enjoying  a  free  operation  ;  the  good 
Citizen  reaping,  he  rcv.'ard  of  his  services;  and  the  delinquent 
incurring  the  punishments  of  his  crimes.     But  auiidst  the  many 
remarkable  facts,  which  the  history  of  this  event  must  embrace^ 
none  can  be  more  honorable,  none  will  be  deemed  more  preg- 
nant with  beneficial  consequences,  than  those  which  afford  an 
example  of  the  strict  subordination  of  the  military  to  the  civil 
power  ;  and  by  proving  the  competency  of  our  Militia  to  en- 
force obedience  to  the  laws,  destroy  cvovy  pretext  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  standing  a.vmy. 
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But  considering  the  various  probable  eflects  of  the  calamity 
which  we  deplore,  the  sources  of  consolation  abundantly  pre- 
sent themselves.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  other  Governments 
to  derive  from  similar  convulsions  an  accession  of  authority 
and  strength;  but  the  American  Republic  constituted  and  ad- 
ministered by  the  People,  and  invincible  while  employed  in  as- 
serting their  rights,  disdains  to  seek  either  honor  or  power 
from  an  adventitious  influence.  The  people  made,  and  the 
people  only  can  maintain  it.  This  truth,  applied  particularly 
to  our  civil  compact,  contains,  indeed,  the  vital  principle  of 
all  republicanism  ;  that  principle  which  establishes  an  indisso- 
luble union  and  correspondence  of  interests,  feelings  and  ac- 
tions between  the'  Government  and  its  Citizens  ;  and  which 
uniformly  raised^  and  will,  I  am  confident,  forever  raise  the  arm 
of  an  American  Freeman  to  crush  the  sedition  of  domestic 
traitors,  as  well  as  to  repel  the  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe. 

Thus,  placing  the  power  and  stability  of  our  Government 
on  a  legitimate  basis,  the  determination  to  support  our  Con- 
stitution and  laws  so  forcibly  expressed  during  the  late  crisis, 
cannot  fail  to  elevate  the  federal  character  abroad  and  to  im- 
prove the  general  happiness  at  home.  From  one  view  of  this 
part  of  the  subject  however,  I  receive  peculiar  pleasure.  We 
have  witnessed  the  alacrity  with  which  the  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent was  obeyed  by  men  of  every  political  sentiment ;  and  we 
have  heard  the  unanimous  voice  with  which  the  lawless  conduct 
of  the  Insurgents  has  been  reprobated  in  every  quarter  of  the 
Union  ;  the  same  motives  and  the  same  end  have  been  avowed 
and  demonstrated  by  all.  Shall  we  not,  then,  be  permitted  to 
hope  that  mutual  confidence  in  matters  of  integrity,  and  mu- 
tual deference  in  matters  of  opinion,  will  hereafter  extinguish 
those  feuds  and  soften  those  asperities,  which,  in  a  degree 
greatly  to  be  lamented,  have  often  disturbed  the  harmony  of 
social  life,  and  have  sometimes  deranged  the  system  of  polit- 
ical operations?  Let  us,  at  least,  Gentlemen,  lend  all  of  our 
aid  to  the  accomplishment  of  so  salutary  an  object.  Let  our 
advice  and  example  diii'ase  among  our  fellow  Citizens  the  prin- 
ciples of  conciliation  and  affection  towards  each  other,  and 
towards  the  Governments  which  are  entrusted  with  the  super- 
intendence and  direction  of  their  common  interests. 
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While  we  review  the  circumstances  which  have  attended  the 
insurrection,  in  order  to  select  the  means  of  consolation,  the 
wisdom  of  the  Lo^jislatnre  will  naturally  combine  with  that 
pursuit  an  investigation  of  the  most  effectual  measures  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  a  similar  calamit}'.  Allow  me,  there- 
fore, Gentlemen,  to  press  upon  your  consideration,  the  consti- 
tutional injunction,  "to  provide  bylaw  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  for  the  establishment  of  Schools  throughout  the  State 
in  such  manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis."  I  have 
on  other  occasions,  indeed,  observed,  that  to  multiply,  regu- 
late and  strengthen  the  sources  of  education  is  the  duty,  and 
must  be  the  delight  of  everj^  wise  and  virtuous  Government ; 
for,  the  experience  of  America  has  evinced  that  knowledge, 
while  it  makes  us  sensible  of  our  rights  as  men,  enforces  our 
obligations  as  members  of  society.  But  on  no  occasion  could 
the  observation  be  more  emphatically  urged  than  the  present ; 
since  I  may  confidently  appeal  to  the  conviction  of  every  mind 
which  has  been  employed  in  examining  the  origin  and  progress 
of  the  late  disturbances,  for  an  assurance  that  ignorance  (whose 
natural  concomitants  are  credulity  and  temerity)  has  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  deprecated  mischief.  Reflecting  then, 
that  a  provision  for  the  establishment  of  public  schools  was 
contained  in  the  old  constitution  of  the  State  ;  and  that  its  in- 
sertion in  the  new  Constitution  shows  the  continued  opinion 
of  its  policy  ;  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  after  a  lapse  of  near 
twenty  years,  in  soliciting  your  immediate  attention  for  this 
interesting  brancli  of  the  Legislative  trust.  While  your  pre- 
decessors enjoy  the  reputation  arising  from  an  early  and  faith- 
ful payment  of  th  J  State  debts;  from  a  judicious  disposition 
of  the  public  treasure  and  resources  ;  and  from  an  unexampled 
but  successful  amelioration  of  our  penal  code  ;  may  the  theme 
of  your  praise  flow  from  institutions  that  shall  illuminate  the 
minds  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  establish  science  on  a  pure 
and  permaneitt  foundation  ! 

In  the  course  of  the  communications  which  I  have  heretofore 
addressed  to  the  legislature,  a  variety  of  topics  have  been  sug- 
gested that  may  be  thought  still  to  merit  a  share  in  your  delib- 
erations. In  general,  I  shall  content  myself  with  a  bare  ref- 
erence to  those  communications  ;  though  I  cannot  omit  the 
repetition  of  my  anxiety  for  the  organization  of  our  Militia, 
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upon  a  plan  in  its  terms  more  perspicuous  and  in  its  operation- 
more  efficient  than  the  present.  The  improvement,  likewise, 
of  our  roads  and  rivers  becomes  dail}'  more  interesting, 
owing  to  the  emigrations,  which  furnishes  us  with  an  almost 
daily  increase  of  population.  The  situation  of  ail'airs  during 
the  late  expedition,  has  considerably  embarrassed  the  execution 
of  my  design  to  obtain  a  critical  and  general  survey  of  the 
improvements,  undertaken  by  the  existing  contracts;  but  as 
far  as  my  information  or  observation  will  extend,  there  is  am- 
ple encouragement  to  persevere  in  the  beneficial  policy,  which 
actuated  your  predecessors  on  this  subject. 
.  As  the  enlistments  of  the  corps  stationed  at  the  Fort  on 
Mud  Island  having  expired  ;  it  will  require  legislative  consid- 
eration, whether  the  same  circumstances  which  originally  led 
to  that  establishment,  for  preserving  the  peace  and  neutrality 
of  the  port,  do  not  now  require  its  continuance.  The  proper 
instructions  have  been  issued  for  maintaining  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Le  Boeuf ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  temporary  provision 
which  Congress  has  made  for  keeping  a  military  force  in  the 
Western  counties,  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  your  inter- 
posing at  this  time  for  the  protection  of  our  frontiers.  Indeed, 
the  recent  victory  obtained  by  the  gallant  army  under  the 
command  of  General  "Wayne,  promises  a  speedy  relief  from 
every  apprehension  of  savage  depredation.  x\.s  it  seems  al- 
ready to  have  changed  the  arrogant  and  hostile  tone  of  the 
Northern  Indians,  it  can  hardly  fail  to  produce  a  disposition  for 
peace  among  the  western  tribes,  who  have  so  severely  felt  the 
power  and  prowess  of  their  enemy. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  IIARMAR. 


PniLADELrniA,  lOlh  December,  1794. 
Sir: — A  resolve,  expressing,  in  terms  the  most  cordial,  the 
unanimous  thanks  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Congress 
to  the  Militia  in  actual  service  for  the  suppression  of  tlie  late 
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InRurrcction,  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  the  President  in  a 
manner  which  cannot  fail  to  enhance  the  value  of  so  honorable 
&  testimonial.  The  Ilouse  of  Representatives  of  the  General 
Assembly,  have  likewise  declared  in  similar  language,  the  high 
sense  which  they  entertain  of  the  ardor,  magnanimity  and  per- 
severance of  our  fellow  Citizens,  upon  an  occasion  so  interes- 
ing  to  the  reputition  and  tranquillity  of  the  State.  You  will 
be  pleased  immediately  to  transmit  tiie  several  resolves  relating 
to  the  subject  and  the  letter  from  the  war  Department,  (copies 
of  v.'hich  are  for  that  purpose  enclosed.)  to  the  Major  General 
and  Brigadier  Generals  of  the  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Militia  employed  on  the  Expedition  ;  and  you  will  instruct  the 
Brigade  Inspectors  to  pursue  the  most  public,  expeditious  and 
■elTectual  measures  for  making  the  same  known  to  all  the  oiEcers 
and  privates  of  the  quota  taken  from  their  respective  Brigades. 

It  is  not  in  mj^  power  to  add  to  the  force  of  praise,  thus 
spontaneously  flowing  from  the  highest  sources  of  political  au- 
thority ;  but  as  it  would  give  me  pain  on  any  occasion  to 
suppress  a  heartfelt  acknowledgement  of  the  patriotic  services, 
upon  which  that  praise  is  bestowed,  let  the  tribute  of  my  grate, 
ful  thanks  accompany  the  communication  of  the  present  letter 
to  our  fellow  citizens, 

I  VA'A,  Sir, 

Y'our  Most  Obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

To  JosiAH  Harmak,  Esq.,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of 
Penns'a. 


PtESOLYES  OF  THE  PEXN'A  HOUSE  OF  REPPtESENTA- 

TIYES. 


(JOMMONWEALTH    OF    PENNSYLVANIA, 

In  the  House  of  PtEPKESENTAiivEs, 

Wednesday,  December  tlie  liiih,  l79-i. 
Ilesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given,  to  the 
Officers  and    Privates  of  the  Militia  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who   have  been   recently  employed   in   suppressing  the  Insur- 
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rection  in  the  Western  counties  af  this  State,  for  their  patri- 
otic ardor,  in  offering  their  services  and  their  magnanimity  and 
perseverance,  in  encountering  and  sustaining  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  a  military  Life,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting^ 
the  Constitution  and  the  Laws. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  convey  to  them 
the  purport  of  the  foregoing  resolution  in  such  a  manner  as- 
shall  appear  to  him  to  be  the  most  likely  to  answer  the  inten- 
tions of  this  House. 

GEORGE  LATIMER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN   TO  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON^ 


Philadelphia,  lO/l/i  December,  1794. 
Sir  : — The  Secretary  at  war,  in  a  letter  of  the  fifth  instant, 
transmitted  to  me  a  Resolve,  containing  the  unanimous  thanks 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Militia  in  actual  ser- 
vice for  the  suppression  of  the  late  Insurrection  ;  and  stated 
at  the  same  time  your  acknowledgments  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  taken  measures  iramediatety  to  communicate  this 
honorable  testimonial  to  the  officers  and  Privates  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania quota  ;  but  I  cannot  omit  more  particularly  to  express 
the  high  satisfaction  which  I  derive  from  the  assurances  that 
my  conduct  on  the  late  interesting  occasion  has  met  with  your 
approbation. 

I  am,  with  perfect  respect,  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient, 
Humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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RESOLVES  OF  THE  SENATE  OF   PENNSYLVANIA. 


In  Sen'ate, 
Saturday,  December  loth,  1T94. 

liesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  given  to  the  ofiS- 
cers  and  Privates  of  the  Militia  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  lately 
marched  to  vindicate  the  laws  of  their  Country,  for  the  zeal,  firm- 
ness, ardor  and  obedience  to  law,  which  distinguished  their  con- 
duct in  the  course  of  thatservice  ;  and  that  they  be  informed  that 
the  Senate  considers  the  patriotic  ardor,  combined  with  moder- 
ation, which  they  have  displayed  on  this  important  occasion, 
as  an  evidence  of  the  strongest  nature  of  the  security  of  the 
rights  and  stability  of  the  laws  and  Government  of  the  people 
of  this  State. 

liesolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  and  that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  the 
contents  thereof  to  the  Militia  who  have  served  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition. 

WILLIAM  BINGHAM,* 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  SEN'ATE  OF  PENN'A  TO  GOV. 

:yIIFFLIN. 


Senate, 
Friday,  December  lith,  1794. 

Sin  : — Contemplating  the  flourishing  condition  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, we  feel  the  liveliest  gratitude  for  the  benevolent  dis- 

*WiLLiAM  Bingham  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  bom 
about  1750.  He  graduated  at  the  college  of  Philadelphia  at  the  age 
of  eighteen.  During  the  Revolution  he  was  agent  for  the  Colonies 
at  Martinique.  In  17S3  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  from  1795  to  1801  U.  S.  Senator.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1792-4  and  Speaker  of  that  bod.v  during 
the  latter  year.  He  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  tlie  Province, 
which  gave  him  position  and  inlluence.  He  made  several  visits  to 
Europe  where  he  was  courted  by  the  aristocracy,  two  of  his  daughters 
marrying  the  Baring's.  Mr.  Eingham  died  while  on  a  visit  at  Bath, 
England,  February  6, 1804. 
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pensations  of  Providence,  from  which  have  flowed  the  accu- 
mulating- blessings  of  her  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  the 
encrease  and  happiness  of  her  citizens.  And  viewing  the  order, 
the  freedom  and  the  equality  which  at  this  period  prevail 
throughout  the  Union,  we  readily  concur  in  the  opinion,  that 
the  happiness  of  America,  has  been  essentially  promoted  by 
the  fame  and  operation  of  lier  political  institutions. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  observe  in  the  judicious 
and  patriotic  exertions  of  the  executive  magistrate,  an  incon- 
trovertible proof  of  the  sincerity'  of  your  wish  to  facilitate  the 
labors  of  the  Legislature  and  to  perpetuate  the  happiness  of 
our  country'.  An  equal  solicitude  for  the  public  weal  and  a 
reciprocal  regard  for  the  ease  and  honor  of  your  administra- 
tion will,  we  trust,  be  manifest  in  all  our  proceedings.  And 
while  we  take  this  opportunity  of  promising  an  early  attention 
to  the  various  objects  which  you  have  submitted  to  our  con- 
sideration we  confess,  that  ample  encouragement  is  derived 
from  their  importance  and  utility  to  animate  us  to  prosecute 
with  zeal  the  task  which  the  confidence  of  our  fellow  citizens 
has  assigned  to  us. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Senate. 

SAMUEL  POWELL, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


GEN.  DANIEL  MORGAN  TO  JUDGE  ADDISON. 


Head  Quarters,  December  15,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  am  at  loss  to  know  how  to  act  with  respect  to  the 
people  charged  with  treasonable  practices  against  the  United 
States,  who  have  come  under  my  notice. 

Since  Judge  Peters  left  this  country  he  wrote  to  me  that  they 
were  to  come  under  my  notice.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me 
in  what  way  I  am  to  act.  The  inclosed  petition  from  Shields 
and  Lapsley,  with  some  depositions  I  think  comes  more  under 
your  notice  than  mine.  A  number  of  characters  mentioned 
in  Governor  Lee's  proclamation  have  delivered  themselves  to 
me,  who  I  have  parolled  at  my  own  risk  upon  their  giving  me 
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Iheir  words  to  come  in  whenever  called  on.  If  Shields  and 
Lapsley  had  given  themselves  up  to  me,  I  should  have  used 
the  same  lenity  with  them,  as  I  believe  the  people  of  this 
country  wish  to  come  to  order  and  my  intention  is  to  encourage 
it  as  much  as  it  lies  in  my  power.  Your  immediate  answer 
will  particularly  oblige, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  MORGAN. 
To  Judge  Addisox,  Washington, 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  IIARMAR. 


Philadelphia,  December  IGth,  1794. 
Sir  : — The  Senate  of  the  General  Assembly  entertaining  a 
liigh  sense  of  the  patriotic  ardor,  whicli  combined  with  an  ex- 
emplary moderation,  has  been  displa3'ed  by  the  Army  employed 
during  the'  late  expedition  in  vindicating  the  laws  of  our  Coun- 
try, have  requested  me  to  communicate  their  thanks  to  the  Of- 
ficers and  Privates  of  tlie  Militia  forming  the  quota  of  this 
Commonwealth  upon  that  important  occasion. 

You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  the  Major  General  and  Brigadier  Gener- 
als of  the  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  employed  on 
the  expedition  ;  and  you  will  instruct  the  Brigade  Inspectors 
to  pursue  the  most  public,  expeditious  and  effectual  measures 
for  making  the  same  known  to  all  the  Officers  and  Privates  of 
the  quota  taken  from  their  respective  Brigades. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Most  Oded.  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  JosiAH  IIarmar,  Esq.,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of 
ennsylvania. 
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GOVERNOR  LEE,  OF  VIRGINIA,  TO  GOVERNOR 
MIFFLIN. 

Head  Quarters, 
Winchester,  December  11th,  1794. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  Representatives,  expres«ive  of  their 
sense  of  the  merit  of  tiie  officers  and  soldiers  composing  the 
army  lately  under  my  command,  together  with  an  extract  of 
the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  enclosing  the  same. 

Feeling,  as  I  always  shall  do,  the  most  lively  interest  in 
every  occurrence  which  concerns  my  late  faithful  companions 
in  arms,  I  enjoy  vast  satisfaction  in  presenting  these  honorable 
recognitions  of  their  worth  and  patriotism. 

To  you.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  assign  the  very  agreeable  task 
of  promulgating  them  to  the  troops,  which,  under  your  Excel- 
lency's orders,  formed  a  part  of  the  late  army,  and  request  you 
will  bo  so  good,  at  the  same  time,  to  present  my  congratula- 
tions with  my  best  wishes  for  their  health,  honor  and  prosperity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  ob't  humble  serv't, 

HENRY   LEE. 
Governor  Mifflin. 

[For  Letters  see  pages  486,  487.] 


DISTRICT    ATTORNEY  RAWLE    TO  JUDGE    ADDISON 


Philadelphia,  December  24,  1794. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  just  now  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yours 
of  the  5th  inst  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  proceed  to  make 
as  full  a  statement  of  the  reasons  for  excepting  the  persons 
specified  in  the  proclamation  as  the  present  opportunity  will 
admit. 

The  offenses  of  B,  Parkinson,*  John  Ilolcroft,*  Daniel  Hamil- 
ton* and  David  Bradford,  are  too  generally  known  to  require  a 
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particular  enumeration.  Arthur  Gardner,*  one  of  those  who, 
on  the  -ith  of  July,  at  the  meeting  of  Colonel  Ilamilton's  bat- 
talion, agreed  to  oppose  excise  law  by  arms,  etc.;  met  at 
Couch's;  united  in  the  attack  on  Gen.  Neville's  ;  issued  orders 
for  the  meeting  at  Braddock's  Field  ;  of  assisting  at  Catfish, 
the  14th  of  August,  in  raising  liberty  pole,  Thomas  Lapsley, 
active  at  Neville's.  William  Miller,  active  at  Neville's  and 
opposed  to  signing  the  paper ;  very  contemptuous  of  the  laws 
and  processes  of  the  United  States. 

Edward  Wright,  at  Neville's  ;  at  Braddock's  Field  ;  opposed 
to  signing  submission. 

Richard  Ilolcroft  set  Neville's  house  on  fire  ;  active  and  ac- 
rimonious at  Braddock's  Field. 

John  Mitchell,*  at  Neville's,  and  robbed  the  mails. 

Alexander  Fulton,  at  Neville's ;  privy  to  robbing  the  mail ; 
signed  circular  letter  to  convene  the  meeting  at  Braddock's 
Field. 

Thomas  Spiers,  same  as  Fulton,  except  being  at  Neville's. 

William  Bradford,  robbing  the  mail. 

George  Parker,*  at  Couch's  fort,  Neville's,  Braddock's,  and 
Militia  meeting,  July  -i,  at  Col.  John  Hamilton's. 

W^illiam  Ilanna,  atrocious  conduct  at  Neville's  house  ;  shot 
at  General  Neville. 

Edward  Wagner,  at  Neville's,  and  menaces  against  those 
who  signed  the  paper. 

Thomas  Hughes,  one  of  the  men  with  blackened  faces  who 
attacked  Faulkner,  etc. 

John  Shields,  a  principal  in  the  affair  at  Neville's. 

William  Hay,  went  to  Couch's  and  thence  to  Neville's  and 
menaced  one  man  if  he  would  not  go  ;  also  at  Braddock's. 

William  M'llhenny,  at  Neville's. 

Thomas  Patton*  is,  I  fear,  a  mistake  either  of  the  clerk  or 
the  press,  at  least  I  do  not  at  present  recollect  nor  can  I  lay 
my  hands  on  the  papers  relative  to  such  a  person. 

Patrick  Jack,=^-  S.  Jack  and  A.  Highlands  concerned  in  the 
outrage  on  Regan  and  the  destruction  of  Wells. 

(Those  marked  with  a  *  delivered  themselves  to  General 
Morgan  under  the  direction  of  Judge  Peters.) 
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The  others  are  the  three  fugitives  already  examined  b}-  Judge 
Peters  and  ordered  for  trial,  and  the  Virginians  who  will  proba- 
bly be  apprehended  in  the  State  where  the}'  reside. 

The  youth  of  George  Parker  was  not  known  when  his  name 

was  inserted.     In  respect  to  these  submissions  it  is  understood 

not  to  avail  those  who  fly  from  home.     It  cannot  be  a  bona  fide 

submission   in   such  cases.     This  also  applies  to  Shields  and 

Lapsley,  yet  it  is  open  to  them  all  to  explain  the  reasons  of  their 

absence  ;  if  proved  to  be  of  a  justifiable  nature,  their  right  to 

present  immunit}-  will  be  restored. 

I  am  with  sincere  respect,  yours,  etc., 

W.  RAWLE. 
To  the  Hon.  A.  Addisox. 


COL.  ALEXANDER  RUSSELL  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN 


York,  Decemhei^  29//i,  1794, 
RssrscTED  Sir  : — I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Excel- 
lency once  more  on  the  subject  of  Militia  Law ;  &  1st  by  way 
of  information, — Immediately  after  the  Troops  Marched  on  the 
Western  Expedition  I  held  the  Appeals,  &,  according  to  my 
•construction  of  the  Law,  Lavied  a  whole  fine  (£9)  or  no  fine, 
"without  respect  to  Circumstances,  admitting  no  excuse  but  in- 
abillity  of  body  or  absence  from  the  Brigade.  I  have  as  yet 
Deferred  the  Collection  for  the  following  reasons,  viz  :  I  have 
^een  informed  that  in  some  of  the  Neighbouring  Counties  a 
'difi'erent  construction  of  the  law  has  obtafined,  and  the  fines 
have  been  varied,  more  or  less  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  Delinquent ;  now  I  think  uniformity  ought  to  pervade 
the  several  Counties,  k  would  wish  to  know  whether  my  Con- 
struction has  been  right  or  wrong.  Also,  I  have  fined  Minors 
(amongst  which  are  apprentices)  exempted  from  Militia  duty 
except  in  cases  of  Rebellion,  &ca.  I  would  wish  to  know  how 
these  are  to  be  collected  and  whether  the  Parents  &  Guardians 
or  Masters  can  be  commpelled  to  pay  ?  Another  reason  I 
would  beg  leave  to  mention  is,  that  many  are  fined  who  are 
not  worth  so  much  in  the  world,  &  to  take  what  little  they 
have  would  Occasion  great  distress,  &ca. 
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On  these  points  I  request  j-our  direction  as  soon  as  possible, 
&  wiaat  conduct  has  taken  place  in  the  Lower  Counties  ;  an 
Immediate  collection  in  this  County  being  necessary  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  those  who  bravely  Obej^ed  their  Call,  &  Indeed 
it  will  be  in  vain  ever  to  make  another  legal  call  of  Militia  in 
this  County  unless  the  fines  are  collected  from  Delinquents.  I 
must  farther  request  your  direction  respecting  the  Muster  days. 
In  this  County  the  Militia  very  generally  Mustered,  notwith- 
standing every  man  is  finable  for  want  of  Arm3  &  Equipments, 
Shall  I  collect  from  the  whole  or  only  from  the  Absentees  ? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  & 

very  Humble  Servant. 
A.  RUSSELL, 
Brigade  Inspector  of  the  Militia  of  York  Cuun'y. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Miffi.ix,  Governor,  &c. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS   TO   EDMUND    RANDOLPH,  SEC- 
RETARY OF  STATE. 


Secretary's  Officf, 
Philadelphia,  ord  January,  1795. 
Sir  : — The  House  of  Representatives  has  called  for  all  com- 
munications from  the  General  Government  relative  to  the  rise 
and  progress  of  the  late  Insurrection.  You  will  rememberyour 
promise  to  send  me  copies  of  those  Letters  from  the  commis- 
sioners ol  the  United  States,  which,  for  the  sake  of  an  expedi- 
tious communication,  you  only  read  to  the  Governor,  &c.  The 
circumstances  of  the  times  having,  probabl}',  prevented  an  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  permit  me  to  remind  you  of  it,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  them  with  all 
convenient  dispatch. 

"With  sincere  respect  and  esteem, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed.  Ilble.  Serv., 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Secretary. 
To  Edmund  Ra.vdoli'h,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Siate  of  the  United 
Slates, 
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OPINION  OF  ATTOPtNEY    GENERAL   INGERSOLL*    ON 
THE  MILITIA    LAW. 


Saturday,  January  lOlJi,  1795. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  tlie  questions  proposed  by  Major 
Ker,  1  beg  leave  to  make  tlie  following  observations  : 

1st,  I  do  not  consider  the  word  Citizen,  in  the  first  section 
of  the  Militia  law,  as  used  b}'-  the  Legislator  in  its  legal  and 
constitutional  sense,  but  every  person  who  has  a  permanent 
residence  here  (Ambassadors,  Members  and  OflBcers  of  Con- 
gress and  those  expressly  exempted  bv  law  only  are  excepted) 
are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do  Militia  duty. 

2nd.  Inspectors  of  the  Customs  are  undoubtedly  comprehen- 
ded in  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  eighth 
of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two,  which 
exempts  Custom  House  Officers  from  Militia  dut}'. 

3rd.  The  last  call  does  embrace  minors  and  servaiits  pur- 
chased bona-fide. 

4th.  As  the  last  call  was  for  a  tour  of  duty  but  not  time  speci- 
fied, the  law  ascertains  it  to  have  been  for  two  months. 

5t.h.  The  Courts  of  appeal  are  to  hear  and  redress  any  griev- 
ances without  being  restricted  to  the  instances  of  inability  of 
body  and  unavoidable  absence,  otherwise,  one  part  of  the 
twenty-second  section  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  other. 

The  proceedings  must  be  the  same  against  Alinors  and  Ser- 
vants who  are  fined  as  against  others. 

"Jared  Ingersoll  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1749.  He 
graduated  at  Yale  College,  176G.  His  lather  having  been  appointed 
stamp-master  general  for  Jsew  England,  in  1765,  was  compelled  to  re- 
sign, and  in  1770  was  ai^pointed  admiralty  Judge  for  Pennsylvania. 
The  son  went  to  London,  entered  the  Middle  Temple  and  studied  law 
five  years.  Though  residing  in  London,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
colonies  in  the  Revolution,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Congress  of  17S0-1 ;  a  representative  in  the  L'.  S. 
constitutional  convention  in  1787 ;  attorney  general  of  Penns^'lvania 
during  Governor  Miftlin's  administration,  and  U.  S.  district  attornej- 
for  Peuns^-lvania.  He  received  and  declined  the  appointment  of  chief 
justice  of  the  U.  S.  In  1812  he  was  the  Federal  candidate  for  vice- 
president.  He  was  president  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Phila- 
delphia at  the  time  of  his  death,  whicli  occurred  in  that  city,  October 
31,  1S22.    He  was  the  author  of  a  pamphlet  on  the  "  StamiD  Act,"  1760. 
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When  the  Militia  are  called  to  perform  a  tour  of  duty  and 
notified  by  the  inspector  in  the  usual  way,  the  fine  for  not  per- 
forming a  tour  of  duty  is  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars  per 
month,  but  if  the  Governor  in  case  of  Rebellion  or  Invasion 
call  the  Militia  into  immediate  and  actual  service,  the  fine  is 
sixteen  dollars  per  month  for  such  ofience  ;  how  the  fact  was 
in  this  particular  at  the  last  call,  the  Secretar}^  of  the  Common- 
wealth can  best  inform. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  given  any  opinion  what  fine 
is  to  be  imposed  where  the  duty  called  for  is  bat  for  one  day. 

It  is  not  the  time  the  Militia  served,  but  the  time  for  which 
they  are  called  out  that  regulates  the  fine. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  law  of  the  United  States  which  is 
said  to  specify  that  when  Ihe  Militia  are  called  on  service  by 
the  United  States,  they  are  four  months,  but  in  the  present  in- 
stance I  am  clearly  of  opinion  they  can  be  fined  for  a  neglect 
of  performing  a  tour  of  duty  of  two  months  only. 

By  permanent  residence,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  question, 
I  mean  the  residence  of  persons  who  are  settled  here,  in  ex- 
clusion of  those  who  merely  sojourn  with  an  intention  to  de- 

P 

1  am,  D'r  Sir,  yours, 

J  A  RED  IXGERSOLL. 
Alexander  J.  Dallas,  Eccir.,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 


CIRCULAR  LETTER  OF  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 

January  lOili,  1795. 
The  call  for   suppressing  the  late  insurrection  was  made 
under  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  Militia  Act,  and,  there- 
fore, in  conformity  to  the  Attorney  General's  opinion  the  fine 
on  delinquents  is  Sixteen  Dollars. 

The  insurrection  act  does  not  alter  the  General  Militia  Law, 
relative  to  the  period  for  which  the  drafted  Militia  should 
serve,  and,  of  course,  it  is  only  for  two  months. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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EEPORT  OF  SECRETARY  DALLAS  RELATIVE  TO  WANT 
OF  PROMPTNESS  OF  THE  MILITIA. 


Friday,  January  16th,  1795. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly,  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  Militia  not  turning  out 
promptly  on  the  late  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  suppress  an  Insurrection  in  the  Western  Counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  by  direction  of  the  Governor,  this  day  made 
the  following  Report,  viz  : 

In  the  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Committee,  "ap. 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  Militia  not  turning, 
out  promptly  on  the  late  requisition  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  suppress  an  Insurrection  in  the  Western 
Counties  of  this  State,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  has 
the  honor  to  furnish  copies  of  all  official  papers  and  docu- 
ments, relative  to  the  expedition,  and  in  explanation  thereof, 
he  respectfully  reports  : 

That  from  time  to  time  as  the  intelligence  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  riots  in  the  County  of  Allegheny  was  received, 
the  subject  was  contemplated  by  the  Governor,  in  all  the 
aspects  which  its  nature  and  importance  could  present : 

1st.  He  viewed  it  as  immediately  requiring  the  animadver- 
sion of  the  Judicial  power. 

2nd.  As  affecti)]g  the  rights  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal 
Government. 

3rd.  As  claiming  a  prudent  interposition  of  the  Executive 
Authority  for  averting  the  evils  of  a  civil  war. 

4th.  As  involving  the  interesting  questions,  whether  our 
existing  Militia  S3'stem  was  competent  to  enforce  obedience  to 
the  laws. 

And  5th.  As  eventually  creating  a  necessity  for  the  personal 
excisions  of  the  Executive  Magistrate  lest  the  Commonwealth 
should  suffer  an  irreparable  injury. 

I.  That,  accordingly,  to  stimulate  the  public  officers  to  an 
exemplary  discharge  of  their  duty,  the  Governor  directed  a 
circular  letter  dated  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
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seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  (the  day  succeeding  the  receipt 
of  the  intellig-ence  of  the  Riots,)  to  be  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  to  every 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  all  the  Sherifls  and  to  each  Brigade 
Inspector  of  the  four  Western  Counties.  This  letter  (A,  1) 
having  stated  the  daring  and  cruel  outrage  that  had  been  com- 
mitted in  the  Count}'  of  Allegheny  by  a  lawless  body  of  armed 
men,  "  requests  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  that  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed,  would  exert  all  their  influence  and  authority 
to  suppress  within  their  jurisdiction  so  pernicious  and  unwar- 
»  rantable  a  spirit;  that  they  would  ascertain,  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  the  circumstances  of  the  oflence,  and  that  they  would 
pursue,  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  the  lawful  steps  for  bring- 
ing the  offenders  to  Justice."  It  declared  that  "every  honest 
Citizen  must  feel  himself  personally  mortified  at  the  conduct 
of  the  Rioters,  v/hich,  particularl}',  if  it  passed  with  impunity, 
was  calculated  to  fix  an  indelible  stigma  on  the  honor  and  repu- 
tation of  the  State,"  and  it  assured  all  the  public  officers  of 
the  Governor's  warmest  support  and  approbation,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  every  lawful  measure,  which  their  better  knowledge 
of  the  facts  and  other  local  circumstances  might  suggest  on 
the  occasion. 

Presuming,  from  the  state  of  intelligence  at  that  time,  that 
a  draft  from  the  Militia  might  readily  be  made,  and  would  be 
sufficient  to  overawe  the  riotous  disposition  of  the  Malcon- 
tents in  pursuance  of  the  CTOvernor's  instructions,  a  letter  of 
the  same  date  was  also  written  to  Major  General  Gibson  (A, 
2)  declaring  a  disposition  ''to  emplo}'  all  the  energy  of  the 
Government,  to  bring  the  offenders  to  an  early  exemplary 
justice,"  and  intimating  that  "  if  the  civil  authority  can  be 
supported  by  the  assistance  of  the  Militia,  the  exercise  of 
General  Gibson's  discretion  for  that  purpose,  upon  the  request 
of  the  Magistrates,  must  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  Governor," 
The  Attorney  General  was  likewise  desired  "  to  ascertain  with 
legal  formality,  the  circumstances  of  the  offence  and  the  names 
of  ine  offenders,  as  the  Governor  would  be  anxious  to  enforce 
ever}'  instrument  that  could  be  employed  effectually,  to  sub- 
due the  lawless  spirit  of  the  rioters,  and  to  bring  them  to  pun- 
ishment," (A,  3.) 
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II.  That  llie  riots  committed  in  tlie  course  of  a  lawless  op 
position  to  execution  of  certain  acts  of  Congress,  were  not 
onl}''  deemed  ofiences  against  the  State,  but  also  against  the 
Union.  Hence,  a  conference  between  the  President  and  the 
Governor  Avas  thouglit  advisable,  in  order  to  avoid  a  collision 
of  jurisdiction,  and  to  settle  the  general  principles  and  form  of 
proceeding,  as  i'ar  as  the  State  was  concerned. 

That  conference  gave  rise  to  the  correspondence,  which  was 
laid  before  the  Legislature  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session, 
(B,  1,  2,  3,  4.)  and  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  Governor's 
conduct  was  influenced  by  tlie  following  considerations  : 

1st.  In  regard  to  his  character  as  an  Executive  Magistrate, 
no  positive  law  existed  under  the  authority  of  the  State  defin- 
ing the  exigency,  that  would  justify  an  app  ::  1  from  the  judicial 
to  the  military  power,  or  regulating  and  prescribing  the  evi- 
dence that  should  prove  the  occurrence  of  that  exigency, 
"Whatever,  therefore,  might  eventually  be  the  obligation  re- 
sulting from  the  Constitutional  injunction,  tu  "take  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,''  it  was  thought  that  not  only 
the  non-execution  of  the  laws  and  the  incompetency  of  the 
courts  of  justice  to  punish  oflenders,  should  first  be  authorita- 
tively declared  by  the  judicial  magistrates,  but  that  the  act  of 
interposing  the  aid  of  military  power,  should  likewise  be  foun- 
ded upon  their  requisition.  At  the  time  of  the  conference  alluded 
to  the  judicial  magistrates  of  Pennsylvania,  had  not  made  any 
such  authoritative  declaration  and  requisition.  The  Governor, 
therefore,  did  not  then  think  it  justifiable,  upon  principle,  to 
sanction  the  interposition  of  the  jNIilitia  in  any  other  manner 
than  that  suggested  in  the  above  mentioned  letter  to  General 
Gibson  ;  and  a  variety  of  arguments  in  point  of  policy  and  con- 
venieucy  occurred  to  fortify  his  opinion 

But  the  determination  of  the  General  Government  to  pursue 
the  most  vigourous  measures  for  suppressing  the  insurrection 
and  punishing  the  insurgents,  seemed  to  preclude  the  State 
Government  from  any  choice  upon  the  subject.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  imposes  upon  the  President  (as  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  imposes  on  the  Governor)  the  same 
general  trust,  to  "take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  execu- 
ted,'" andanactofCongress  had  defined  theexigency.thatwould 


WHISKEY  INSURRECTION.  509 

justify  iiii  appeal  from  the  judicial  to  the  Military  power  of  the 
Union,  as  well  as  the  evidence  to  prove  the  occurrence  of  that 
exigency.  AVhen,  therefore,  a  judicial  magistrate  of  the  General 
Government  had  declared  the  incompetency  of  the  officers  of 
Justice,  to  execute  the  laws,  and  the  President  had  declared 
his  determination  to  enforce  obedience  by  the  aid  of  tlis  Mili- 
tary power,  it  was  thought  that  th^  Governor,  paying  a  rea- 
sonable attention  to  a  systematic  and  an  efficient  course  of  pro- 
■coeding,  ought  to  forbear  issuing  any  order  ibr  an  immediate, 
■a  separate,  and  an  unconnected  call  of  tlie  Militia.  But,  2nd. 
In  regard  to  his  character  as  an  officer,  responsible  in  certain 
cases  to  the  Federal  Government,  it  was  observed,  that  all  the 
purposes  of  dispatch  and  energy  would  as  readily  be  attained 
by  obeying  the  call  of  the  President,  as  by  acting  upon  the 
Governor's  original  authority'.  Hence,  a  full  and  unequivocal 
assurance  was  given,  that  whatever  requisition  the  President 
might  make,  whatever  duty  he  might  impose,  in  pursuance  of 
his  constitutional  and  legal  powers,  would,  on  the  part  of  the 
Governor,  be  promptly  undertaken  and  faithfully  discharged. 
III.  That,  with  view  to  the  reputation  and  stability  of  the 
Republican  System,  as  well  as  from  the  actual  state  of  our  for- 
CMgn  and  domestic  afiairs,  it  was  thought  expedient,  not  onl}'' 
to  tr}^  the  full  effect  of  Judicial  animadversion,  but,  likewise, 
to  make  a  solemn  and  liberal  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  vir- 
tue of  the  people  before  the  hazard  of  a  civil  war  should  be 
■encountered  on  the  pait  of  the  State,  therefore,  (vVnd  a  similar 
measure  was  adopted  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government) 
Commissioners  were  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  addressing 
the  inhabitants  in  General  of  the  Western  Counties,  and  es- 
pecially those  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  Riots,  upon  the 
lawless  nature  and  dangerous  tendency  of  such  proceedings. 
(C,  1)  The  Commissioners  were  instructed  particularly',  "to 
exert  themselves  in  developing  the  folly  of  a  riotous  opposition 
to  those  Governments  and  laws,  which  were  made  by  the  spon- 
taneous authority  of  the  people,  and  which  by  the  same  legiti- 
mate authority  may,  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  course  be  amen- 
ded'or  repealed  ;  in  explaining  how  incompatible  it  is  with  the 
principles  of  a  Republican  Government,  how  dangerous  it  is 
in  point  of  precedent  that  a  minority  should  attempt  to  control 
the  majoritj',  or  a  part  undertake  to  prescribe  to  the  whole  in 
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demonstrating'  the  painful  but  indispensable  obligation  imposed 
upon  the  officers  of  Government,  to  employ  the  public  force 
for  the  purpose  of  subduing  and  punishing  tlie  ofienders  ;  and 
in  exhorting  the  deluded  rioters  to  return  to  that  duty,  a  longer 
deviation  from  which  must  be  destructive  of  their  happiness 
as  vrell  as  injurious  to  the  reputation  and  prosperity  of  their 
Count3\"  The  Commissioners  were  earnestly  requested  to 
promote  the  views  of  the  general  government  on  the  same  oc- 
casion ;  and,  should  their  exertions  produce  a  satisfactory 
assurance  of  future  submission  to  the  laws,  they  Avere  authori- 
zed, as  far  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  concerned,  to 
promise  An  Act  of  Pardon  and  oblivion  foi:  the  past.  To  ob- 
tain, likewise  the  aid  of  Legislative  wisdom  and  authority  on 
this  emerg-enc}^,  as  well  for  devising  the  means  of  conciliation 
as  for  strengthening  the  last  resort,  the  instruments  of  coer- 
cion, the  Governor  summoned  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

IV.  Tiiat  as  the  accounts  from  the  scene  of  Insurrection 
soon  evinced  the  incompetency  of  the  judicial  power  to  exe- 
cute its  functions,  and  it  was  necessary  to  prepare,  at  all 
events,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  Government,  the  Presi- 
dent, while  the  Commissioners  were  employed  in  their  pacific 
mission,  issued  his  requisition,  dated  the  seventh,  but  received 
on  the  eighth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four  (D,  1)  "for  organizing  and  holding  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning,  a  corps  of  the  Militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania, amounting  to  Five  thousand  two  hundred  commis- 
sioned officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  eighth  of  August,  as  soon  as  the  plan  for 
organizing  the  corps  could  be  formed,  the  Governor  in  confor- 
mity to  the  mode  prescribed  by  law,  transmitted  his  general 
order  to  the  Adjutant  General  (D,  2)  for  calling  into  actuarl 
service,  and  holding  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing, the  part  of  the  Milita  specified  in  the  Roll,  which  desig- 
nated the  quota  of  the  several  counties,  by  the  classes  most 
convenient  to  the  Citizens  and  best  adapted  to  a  ]irompt  com- 
pliance with  the  President's  requisition  ;  the  part  so  called 
"not  exceedirig  four  classes  of  the  respective  Brigades,"  agree- 
ablv  to  t!ie  restrictions  contained  in  the  seventeenth  section 
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of  llie  Militia  act.  These  General  Orders  were  iimnediately 
transmitted  by  express  to  the  respective  Brigade  Inspectors, 
,(D,  3.)  TLe  period  limited  by  the  President's  proclamation 
for  the  dispersion  of  the  Insurgents,  expired  on  the  first 
of  September.  The  Governor  repeatedly  expressed  the  greatest 
solicitude,  that  the  corps  thus  directed  to  be  drafted  and  or- 
ganized, should  be  in  readiness  to  march  on  that  day  ;  and  in 
pursuance  of  his  instructions,  the  Adjutant  (jeueral  addressed 
another  circular  letter  to  the  Brigade  Inspectors,  dated  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  August  (D,  4),  in  which  they  were  in- 
treated  to  make  an  immediate  report  of  the  progress  that  had 
been  made  in  executing  the  preceding  General  Orders,  This 
opportunity  was  likewise  taken  to  convey  the  Governor's  Ideas 
■of  the  importance  of  the  service  to  the  Brigade  Inspectors  and 
the  Militia  in  General  ;  for  it  was  represented  to  them  that 
the  eyes  of  their  fellow  Citizens  throughout  the  Union  as  well 
as  in  Pennsylvania  were  fixed  upon  their  conduct,  that  they 
must  be  sensible  therefore,  that  the  slighest  appearance  of  a 
want  of  zeal  or  energy  to  embark  in  the  support  of  the  vio- 
lated authority  of  the  laws,  would  produce  that  reproach  and 
disgrace,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  public  officers  if  pos- 
sible to  prevent,  and  which  it  would  be  their  misfortune  more 
than  any  other  part  of  the  Community  to  encounter ;  and  that 
the  occasion  was  interesting  to  every  man,  who  felt  his  obli- 
gations to  society  and  was  desirous  to  preserve  from  the -fury 
of.  anarchy  as  well  as  from  the  encroachments  of  despotism 
the  independence  of  a  Freeman. 

The  first  of  September  having  arrived,  the  recent  intelli- 
gence from  the  Commissioners  placed  the  success  of  concilia- 
tory measures  in  a  very  doubtful  point  of  view.  The  want  of 
information  respecting  the  progress  which  had  been  made  in 
preparing  the  Militia  to  march,  became,  therefore,  more  and 
more  painful  ;  and  the  receipts  of  the  following  returns  seemed 
to  extinguish  every  hope  of  seasonably  complying  with  the 
President's  Requisition  by  means  of  the  ordinary  process  of 
law.     (D,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12.) 

1st,  The  Inspector  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  Brigade,  al- 
most daily  called  at  the  Secretary's  Ofiice  with  representations 
of  the    embarrassment  which    he    experienced^in    comidying 
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with  the  Requisition  ;  and  repeatedly  expressed  his  doubt  of 
success,  in  consequence  of  the  defects  in  the  existing  Militia 
law, 

2nd.  A  return  was  received  from  the  Count}'  of  Philadelphia, 
dated  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 
liundred  and  ninety-four,  stating  inconveniences  in  complying 
with  the  Requisition  on  account  of  the  efl'ects  of  the  exonera- 
tion laws  formerly  past,  and  a  general  disapprobation  of  the 
Militia  law,  and  concluding  with  a  declaration  that  there  is 
"very  little  prospect  of  commanding  the  quota  of  the  County." 

3rd.  A  return  was  received  from  the  County  of  Bucks,  dated 
the  fifth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  Stating  that  the  pay  of  the  Militia  is  so  universally  ob- 
jected to,  that  there  is  no  hope  of  completing  the  quota  of  the 
County  upon  the  present  terms  of  service.  This  County  did 
not  send  its  quota  into  the  field. 

4th.  A  return  was  received  from  the  County  of  Montgomery,, 
dated  the  Third  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  stating  that  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the 
eighth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
for  drafting  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  Militia,  Ofiicers  in- 
cluded, the  said  corps  is  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning.  The  first  part  of  this  return,  however,  states  such 
difficulties  as  greatly  diminish  the  probability  of  success  of 
obtaining  an  actual  organization  of  the  Corps,  nor  did  this 
county  send  its  quota  into  the  field. 

5th.  A  return  was  received  from  the  County  of  Chester, 
dated  the  twenty-eighth  of  August,  1794,  stating  that  some 
officers  had  actually  resigned  and  others  wish  to  resign,  and 
concluding  with  this  remark.  "The  west  and  north-west  parts 
of  this  County  seem  to  dislike  the  service  they  are  now  ordered 
upon  ;  and  a  great  number  in  the  other  quarters  are  people 
who,  as  they  say,  are  principled  against  taking  up  arms  on 
any  occasion  so  that  I  believe  unless  the  laws  are  rigorously 
executed  it  will  be  with  great  difficulty  I  shall  make  up  our 
quota  ;  but  be  assured  no  exertions  shall  be  wanting,  &c. 

Gth.  A  return  was  received  from  the  County  of  Delaware, 
dated  the  sixth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  stating  a  variety  of  difficulties  that  left  little 
hope  of  procuring  by  regular  drafts,  the  quota  of  this  County. 
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7th.  A  return  was  received  from  the  County  of  Dauphin, 
dated  the  twenty-ninth  of  xVugust,  1794,  stating  that  drafts 
liad  been  made  and  orders  given  to  hold  the  quota  of  this 
County  in  readiness  to  march  ;  but  concluding  with  this  re- 
mark, "according  to  the  information  I  have  received  from  the 
several  parts  of  the  County,  it  appears  that  the  Militia  are  not 
willing  to  march  to  quell  the  insurrection  in  the  Western  parts 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  say  that  tliey  are  read}'  to  march 
according  to  the  former  orders  against  a  foreign  enemy,  but 
not  against  the  Citizens  of  their  own  State  ;  so  that  from  cir- 
cumstances, I  have  great  reason  to  believe  they  will  not  turn 
out  on  the  last  call." 

8th.  A  return  was  received  from  York  County,  dated  the 
sixth  of  September,  1794,  stating  that  "too  great  a  delay  has 
taken  place  in  drafting  the  quota  of  Militia  required  by  the 
orders  of  the  eighth  of  August  last,  not  so  much  from  back- 
wardness in  the  Militia  of  this  County  to  step  forward  on  the 
present  important  occasion,  as  from  the  unprepared  state  of 
the  Brigade  Inspector  to  make  a,  draft,  through  the  former  neg- 
ligence, or  non-compliance  of  some  Regiments  with  the  Mi- 
litia Law,  particularly  respect  to  classing  the  men."  The  Bri- 
gade Inspector  adds,  that  he  e.x'pects  the  required  quota  to  be 
in  readiness  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week  ;  but  concludes 
his  report  with  a  declaration,  that  the  law  as  it  stands,  he  is 
sorry  to  say  holds  forth  no  encouragement,  but  rather  appears 
calculated  to  have  a  contrary  tendency. 

9th.  A  return  received  from  Franklin  count}',  dated  the  fourth 
of  September,  1794,  stating  that  notwithstanding  the  urgent' 
measures  taken  to  draft  and  organize  the  quota  of  this  County, 
"Seven  Captains  have  made  no  returns  and  the  number  returned 
who  are  willing  to  hold  tnemselves  in  readiness  to  march,  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  twenty-nine  Privates,  and  they  with- 
out arms  and  equipments,  &c."  The  Brigade  Inspector  con- 
cludes his  report  with  a  declaration,  that  he  has  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  few  of  those  who  are  returned  as  holding  themselves 
in  readiness  to  march,  will  march  when  the  orders  are  given. 

10th.  A  return  was  received  irom  Northampton  County, 
dated  the  fourteenth  of  September,  1794,  stating  that  all  the 
attempts  to  have  the  quota  of  this  County  completed,  had 
proved  unsuccessful.     The  Brigade  Inspector  observes  "that 


5U  PAPERS  EELATING  TO  THE 

until  MOW  he  has  not  beeu  able  to  procure  particular  returns, 
■of  which  the  enclosed  general  return,  though  a  incomplete  one  is 
composed,  and  he  is  apprehensive,  that  even  those  men  in  the 
same,  except  the  volunteers  (of  which  denomination  the  men 
in  the  fifth  Regiment  chiefly  consist;  will  not  march,  with  a 
view  to  shew  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  Northampton 
County  generally.  The  Brigade  Inspector  annexed  to  his  report 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  first 
Regiment,  and  asserts  "that  the  same  spirit  prevails  in  almost 
€very  Regiment,"  consequently  under  the  present  Militia  sys- 
tem, he  I'ears,  the  quota  of  his  Brigade  will  not  be  compleated. 

Theletter  referred  tocontains  thefollowinglanguage,  "I  have 
received  in  writing  of  some  of  the  Captains  and  others  by 
word,  on  the  fifth  of  September,  179-J:,  who  inform  me  that 
the  first  class  of  all  and  every  compan}-  were  met  on  purpose 
to  turn  out  and  to  do  militia  duty,  but  as  the  matter  is  they  are 
called  to  fight  against  their  own  fellow  subjects  and  brethernat 
Fort  Pitt,  on  account  of  the  excise  law,  which  people  in  that 
part  are  very  much  against,  and  will  not  submit  to  be  under 
the  same,  which  makes  much  disturbance  and  disunion  in  our 
United  States,  they  are  not  willing  to  turn  out,  But  w-henever 
called  upon  to  fight  against  the  enemy  or  others,  whatever, 
tiiey  arc  willing  to  do  duty  as  then  the  matter  may  require.'' 
This  County  did  not  send  its  quota  into  the  field. 

V.  That  the  intelligence  which  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioners, continuing  to  render  the  success  of  Government 
without  the  use  of  coersive  measures  more  and  more  doubtful, 
the  season  for  military  operations  passing  rapidly  awa}^  and 
an  ultimate  requisition  for  the  march  of  the  militia  being  hourly 
expected,  the  Governor  did  not  hesitate  to  conclude,  from  the 
documents  above,  states,  as  well  as  from  other  general  sources 
of  information,  that  a  strict  adherence  to  the  forms  of  the  ex- 
isting militia  sj'stem,  would  not  enable  him  to  furnish  that 
prompt  and  efficient  aid  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws  which 
he  conceived  all  the  principles  of  duty,  pulic}^  and  honor  claimed 
from  the  Governmeutof  Pennsylvania.  It  would  not, indeed,  have 
been  consistent  with  his  ideas  of  his  Executive  authority,  wnth 
his  official  character  or  perhaps  with  his  personal  security,  to 
deviate  from  those  forms,  until  their  inefficacy  was  fairly  ascer- 
tained ;  but  after  the  experiment  was  made,  he  thought  him- 
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self  justifiable  in  resorting-  to  any  means  within  the  spirit  of 
the  law  least  the  Commonwealth  should  suffer  an  irreparable 
injury,  Considering,  therefore,  that  the  nineteenth  section  of 
the  militia  act  declares  that  "it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person 
called  to  do  a  tour  to  find  a  sufBcient  substitute,"  the  Gover- 
nor determined  on  the  spirit  of  that  provision,  to  invite  the  Citi- 
zens to  supply  that  deficiency  in  the  regular  drafts,  by  a  vol- 
imtary  enrollment  as  substitutes.  Accordingly  he  successively 
convened  the  ofiicers  of  the  militia  of  the  Citj'  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  several  counties,  and  publicly  addressed  them  on  th§ 
state  of  the  Insurrection  and  the  necessit}'  of  an  immediate  pa- 
triotic exertion. 

(E,  1.)  The  determination  to  pursue  this  measure  was  com- 
municated to  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  Governor's  message 
of  the  second  of  September.  (F,  1,)  And  it  received  a  legisla- 
tive sanction  by  the  act  that  was  passed  on  the  nineteenth  of 
the  same  month.  (G,  1.)  The  necessity  of  undertaking  it,  ap- 
peared, not  only  from  the  general  state  of  tlie  militia  under 
the  Requisition  to  prepare  for  marching,  but  from  the  urgent 
terms  of  the  call  for  the  immediate  march  of  the  Troops.  Ou 
the  ninth  of  September,  that  call  was  communicated  to  the 
Governor. 

(n,  1.)  It  stated  "that  the  last  intelligence  from  the  "W'est- 
ern  Counties  leaves  the  issue  of  measures  for  an  amicable  ac- 
commodation so  very  doubtful,  and  the  season  for  military 
operation  is  wearing  away  so  fast,  that  the  President  with 
great  reluctance  finds  himself  under  the  necessity  of  putting 
in  motion  without  further  delay  all  the  Militia  which  had  been 
called  for.  It  requested  that  the  Governor  would  immediatelj^ 
cause  the  quota  of  this  State  to  assemble,  and  it  concluded 
with  declaring  that  the  President  in  making  this  final  call  en- 
tertains a  full  confidence  that  Pennsylvania  will,  upon  an  oc- 
casion which  so  immediately  affects  herself  aswellastUe  general 
interests,  display  such  zeal  and  energy,  shall  maintain  unsul- 
lied her  character  for  discernment,  love  of  order,  and  true  pa. 
triotism  ;  and  that  the  part  she  shall  act  is  of  peculiar  conse- 
quence to  the  welfare  and  reputation  of  the  whole  Union.'' 
•On  the  sixteenth  day  of  September  another  letter  was  transmit- 
ited  from  the  War  department,  representing  that  "every  moment 
33 — Vol.  IV. 
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brings  fresh  proofs  of  a,  spirit  extensively  disseminated,  fatal  to 
the  principles  of  good  order  ;  that  disagreeable  symptoms  had 
appeared  in  the  two  most  Western  Counties  of  Mar3''land,  &ca., 
that  every  thing  was  done  to  push  forward  the  Jersey  Mili- 
tia &;ca.,  That  it  is  of  the  highest  moment  that  the  spreadings 
of  so  mischievous  a  spirit  should  be  checked  by  every  practi- 
cable ellbrt ;  and  that  the  President  is  convinced,  that  the 
Governor  will  omit  nothing  that  can  contribute  to  this  desira- 
ble end."  The  next  day  brought  a  repetition  of  the  solicitude 
of  the  General  Government  for  the  march  of  the  Troops.  The 
letter  states  that  it  becomes  every  moment  more  and  more  ur- 
gent, that  the  junction'between  the  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land Militia  at  Carlisle,  should  be  accelerated,  and  to  this  end 
that  the  Corps  should  march  successively  as  fast  as  they  can 
be  made  ready  ;  that  Governor  Howell,  of  New  Jersey  was  in 
motion  with  the  van  of  the  militia  of  that  State  ;  that  if  the 
Cavalry  and  Infantry  of  Philadelphia  could  be  hastened  onward, 
it  would  be  particularly  desirable  ;  and  that  the  Artillery  Corps 
should  be  taken  under  their  care, — all  the  pieces  of  Artillery 
were  ready. 

On  the  twentieth  of  September,  the  result  of  the  meetings  of 
the  People  in  the  Western  Counties,  as  far  tlie  thirteenth,  to 
give  the  stipulated  test  of  their  submission  to  the  Government, 
was  announced  to  the  Governor  in  a  letter  from  the  War  De- 
partment,  according  to  which  it  was  become  the  more  indis- 
pensable and  urgent,  to  press  forward  the  forces  destined 
against  the  Insurgents,  with  all  possible  activity  and  energy^ 
for  the  advanced  season  left  no  time  to  spare  ;  it  was  extremely 
important  to  afford  speedy  protection  to  the  well  disposed,  and 
to  prevent  the  preparation  and  accumulation  of  greater  means 
of  resistance,  and  the  extension  of  combinations  to  aid  the 
Insurrection. 

It  is  proper  here  to  recollect,  that  while  these  interesting 
and  urgent  communications  were  received  from  the  General 
Government,  the  reports  of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  (dated  nearly 
at  the  same  period)  were  calculated  to  excite  the  most  painful 
apprehensions  of  disappointment  and  defeat,  in  every  attempt 
to  embody  our  quota  of  the  Militia.  Under  such  inauspicious- 
circumstances,  therefore,  the  Govcrernor  commenced  his  tour 
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through  the  Counties,  but  the  scene  quickly  changed.  For  ac 
cording  to  the  representation  contained  in  the  last  address  to 
the  Legislature,  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  our  Country  was 
truly  described  and  understood,  the  daring  and  cruel  career  of 
the  malcontents,  the  subversion  of  the  judicial  authority,  the 
failure  of  every  conciliatory  effort,  and  the  resulting  necessity 
of  an  appeal  to  arms,  produced,  in  perfect  unison  with  the 
Governor's  anticipations,  one  common  sentiment  of  resentment, 
one  common  determination  to  defend  the  peace  and  order  of 
society  against  the  machinationsof  licentiousness  and  anarchy. 
Still,  however,  the  critical  season  of  the  year  with  respect  to 
commercial  and  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  limited  period 
for  assembling  the  Troops,  made  itimpracticable  to  complete  the 
quota  of  the  State,  a  circumstance  which  adds  to  the  proofs  that 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  the  Governor's  personal  exertions. 
,  The  number  of  Pennsylvania  Militia  that  served  during  the 
Campaign,  will  appear  from  the  following  table  taken  from  the 
pay-rolls  of  their  respective  Corps;  which  however,  can  be  only 
regarded  as  giving  a  general  Idea  of  the  subject  and  not  a 
strictly  accurate,  either  in  respect  of  the  number  of  officers 
and  Privates. 
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GENERAL  STAFF. 


1.  Major  General  Mifflin  and  Family. 

2.  Major  General  Irvine  and  family. 

3.  Brigadier  General  Proctor  and  family. 

4.  Brigadier  General  Chambers  and  famil3^ 

5.  Brigadier  General  Murray  and  family. 
G.  Adjutant  General  and  family. 

7.  Quarter  Master  General  Biddle  and  Assistant  Evans. 

8.  Brigade  Majors. 

9.  Hospital  Department. 

The  Secretary  having  thus  elucidated  the  documents  rela- 
ting to  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  in  order  to  satisfy  as  far 
as  that  conduct  is  concerned,  an  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
Militia  not  turning  out  promptly  on  the  requisition  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  begs  leave  to  subjoin  a  short  digest 
of  those  causes,  which  according  to  the  official  reports  and 
other  sources  of  information,  appear  to  have  operated  in  produc- 
ing delay  and  difficulty  upon  the  late  occasion. 

1st.  The  nature  of  the  service  was  at  first  represented  by 
some  of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  as  a  ground  of  objection,  but 
this,  if  it  ever  existed  in  fact,  was  soon  removed  by  the  good 
sense  and  patriotism  of  the  Citizens. 

2nd.  The  nature  of  the  General  Orders  for  calling  the  Militia 
into  actual  service,  and  for  holding  them  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning,  seems  in  some  instances  to  have  been 
misunderstood  by  the  Brigade  Inspectors,  for  it  appears,  by 
several  of  ths  returns,  that  the  requisition  was  barely  repeated, 
without  taking  any  active  measures  to' class  the  Corps  and 
draft  the  respective  quotas. 

3rd.  The  disorganized  state  of  the  militia  must  have  produced 
considerable  embarrassment.  The  Militia  Act  has  not  been 
long  in  existence,  and  the  system  which  it  introduced  was  not 
only  difficult  to  be  executed  on  account  of  its  novelty,  but 
likewise  on  account  of  the  indisposition  to  Militia  duties  which 
the  old  system  had  created  and  encouraged.  Ilence  it  appears 
that  at  the  time  of  the  requisition,  some  corps  had  not  elected 
their  officers,  others  had  not  made  the  returns  of  their  elections, 
and  many  had  never  been  formed  into  classes. 
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4th.  The  imperfections  of  the  Militia  law  appear  to  have 
been  the  principle  causes  of  delay  and  difficulty  in  executing 
the  President's  requisition,  and  indeed,  they  had  excited  dis- 
content and  complaints  almost  as  soon  as  the  law  passed.  0^ 
these  imperfections,  the  following  have  been  considered  as 
particularly  detrimental : 

(a.)  The  want  of  an  efficient  rule  for  enrolling  the  Militia, 
for  making  the  official  returns  of  sucli  enrollments,  and  for 
■obtaining  an  accurate  list  of  delinquents. 

(b.J  The  want  of  anadequate  fine  to  compel  the  militia  to  arm 
and  equip  themselves, and  of  some  regulation  to  circumscribe  the 
discretion  of  the  officers  in  exonerating  paupers  from  that  duty. 

(c.J  The  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  training  days  ;  the 
present  number  being  too  few  either  to  produce  a  habit  of  at- 
tending to  Militia  duties  or  a  knowledge  of  field  discipline. 

(d.J  The  want  of  energy  by  fines  or  otlier  adequate  means 
to  enforce  the  duties  imposed  on  particular  officers,  to  induce 
officers  elected  to  serve,  and  to  secure  the  collection  of  fines 
incurred  by  delinquents. 

(e.)  The  want  of  an  adequate  compensation  to  the  Brigade 
Inspectors  and  other  officers  actively  employed  in  executing 
the  Militia  law,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  distribution  of  duties 
among  those  officers  so  that  they  shall  not  be  required  (as  in 
the  case  of  a  Brigade  Inspector  who  is  also  Brigade  Major,)  to 
perform  distinct  services  possibly  at  the  same  time  and  at  dis- 
tant places. 

(J.J  The  want  of  productive  fund,  independent  of  the  Militia 
fines,  to  pay  the  salaries  and  compensations  of  Militia  officers 
and  the  contingent  expenses,  which  are  unavoidably  incurred 
in  executing  the  various  provisions  of  the  law.    • 

(g.)  The  want  of  a  public  magazine  of  arms  and  Military 
stores,  to  supply  on  emergencies,  the  neglect  or  incapacity  of 
individuals  to  arm  and  equip  themselves. 

(h.)  The  want  of  a  Legislative  provision  to  describe  the 
■emergency,  and  the  evidence  by  which  the  emergency  may  be 
proved,  that  shall  justify  the  executive  in  embodying  the  Mili- 
tia for  the  support  of  the  civil  authority. 

All  of  which  the  secretary  respectfully  submits. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secrelary  of  the  Commonicealth. 
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JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  MR.  H.  11.  BRACKENRIDGE    OX 
THE  SUBJECT  OF  ROBBING  THE  MAIL. 


January  18,  1T95. 
Sir: — I  have  been  pursuing  the  plan  for  robbing- the  mail, 
and  can  trace  it  no  higher  than  Bradford.  It  was  proposed  by 
him  to  Marshall  on  their  way  to  Mingo  meeting-house.  Bald- 
win and  David  Hamilton  were  in  company,  and  it  was  put  on 
them  to  execute  it.  The  object  to  be  obtained,  was  to  know 
the  opinions  of  the  people  on  the  business  carried  on.  The 
post  to  be  robbed  was  the  post  from  Washington  to  Pitts- 
burgh, and  it  was  only  when  Baldwin  and  Hamilton  sent 
word  that  they  could  npt  perform  their  part,  and  when  it  was 
then  too  late  to  intercept  the  mail  to  Pittsburgh,  that  the  plan 
was  changed  to  what  was  really  executed.  Bradford  sent  his 
cousin  William,  and  David  Hamilton,  I  believe,  sent  John 
Mitchell,  who  executed  the  business.  My  information  is  from 
a  good  source,  and  may  be  depended  on.  The  matter,  I  be- 
lieve, was  not  talked  of  at  the  Mingo  Creek  meeting-house,  nor 
did  Edward  Cook  know  anything  of  it. 

ALEXANDER  ADDISON. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  HARMAR. 


Philadelphia,  21th  January,  1T95. 

Sir  : — The  Attorney  General  having  given  his  opinion  on 
several  questions  proposed  to  him,  in  relation  to  the  Milita 
law,  I  have  thought  proper  that  it  should  be  communicated  to 
the  several  Brigade  Inspectors,  and  I  enclose  a  copy  of  it  to 
you  that  you  may  take  the  necessary  steps  upon  the  subject. 

You  will  be  pleased,  likewise,  to  instruct  the  Brigade  In- 
spectors to  pursue,  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  every  lawful 
measure  for  collecting  the  fines  due  from  the  delinquents,  under 
the  requisition  for  suppressing  the  late  Insurrection  ;  a  measure 
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that  appears  to  be  particularly  enforced  by  the  regard,  due  to 
the  patriotic  citizens  who  marched  on  that  important  occasion, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed't  H'ble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  JosiAH  Hap.mar,  Esq.,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of 
Ponns'a. 


OPINION    OF    ATTORNEY    GENERAL    INGERSOLL   ON 
THE  MILITIA. 


N.  B. — The  opinion  of  the  attorney  General  upon  some 
doubtful  points  in  the  Militia  Law,  and  the  several  letters  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  are  as  follow  : 

"Sir: — The  enclosed  queries,  &c:,  having  appeared  essen- 
"  tial,  are  respectfully  submitted  for  your  answer  thereto. 
I  remain  your  very  H'ble  Serv,, 

JOSEPH  KER, 
Brigade  Inspector,  Fhilad'a  County. 

"Alexander  James  Dallas,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
"monwealth." 

November  17,  1794-. 

"  Section  1  Requires  that  each  and  every  free  able-bodied 
"  white  male  citizen  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
"  residing  in  this  Commonwealth,  who  is  or  shall  be  of  the 
"  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
"  except  as  is  hereinafter  excepted,  shall  be  enrolled,  &c. 

"  Quere.  What  constitutes  a  citizen  under  the  Militia  Law  ? 
"  and  whether  alfresidents,  who  are  not  citizens,  are  exempt? 

"Section  2  of  Act  of  Congress  of  8th  May,  1792,  exempts 
"  all  Custom  House  officers  with  their  Clerks. 

"  Quere.  Are  the  characters  of  Inspectors  of  the  Customs 
"  included  in  said  exemption  ? 

"  Section  2  of  State  Law  exempts  all  young  men  under  the 
"  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  servants  purchased  bonafide 
"  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  except  in  cases  of  rebellion 
"or  actual  or  threatened  invasion,  «S:c. 

"  Quere.  Does  the  last  call  embrace  either  of  those  terms  ? 
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"Section  10  says,  that  every  person  refusing  or  neglecting 
"  to  perform  his  tour  of  duty,  in  person  or  by  substitute,  shall 
^'  pay  Twelve  dollars  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal ;  If  the 
"  tour  was  to  be  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  month,  and  in 
"  proportion  if  the  tour  was  to  be  for  any  longer  term. 

"  Quere.  As  the  last  call  was  for  a  tour  of  duty,  but  no  time 
"  specified,  but  generally  understood  for  three  months,  can 
"the  fine  be  now  ascertained  ?  and  if  so,  what  is  the  amount  ? 

"  Addi'on  to  Quere  on  Section  10, 

"  Section  20  lays  a  fine  of  twelve  dollars  for  noii-attendance. 
"The  Attorney  General  has  given  his  opinion  that  tho'  the 
'•  duty  is  but  for  one  daj^  the  fine  of  Twelve  dollars  is  in- 
"  curred,  the  law  is,  and  in  proportion  if  the  tour  was  to  be  for 
"  any  longer  term. 

"  Quere  1.  If  the  tour  be  for  some  days  in  tho  second  month, 
"  is  the  fine  to  be  a  part  of  the  Twelve  dollars  proportioned  to 
"  the  number  of  days  ? 

"  Quere  2.  The  law  of  the  Uuited  States  as  I  am  informed, 
•"  specifies,  that  Militia  called  on  by  the  United  States,  are  to 
' '  serve  throe  months.  Are  the  cititizens  of  this  State  to  be  fined 
"  for  more  than  two  months  on  the  present  occasion  ? 

"  Section  22  Seems  to  give  a  general  power  to  courts  of 
"Appeal ;  and  afterwards  rather  confines  to  two  reasons  only. 

"  Quere.  Does  this  section  give  to  Courts  of  Appeal  power 
""  to  afi'ord  relief  to  those  who  appeal,  on  any  other  terms  than 
"  Inability  of  body  and  unavoidable  absence  ? 

"  Quere.  If  Minors  and  servants  were  liable  to  last  call,  and 
"  delinquency  took  place,  from  whom  are  the  fines  to  be  re- 
"  covered  ?" 

Endorsement  by  3Ir.  Dallas. 

The  Governor  requests  the  Attorney  General's  assistance  in 
answering  the  within  queries. 

A.  J.  D.  Sec'y. 

"  Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  the  questions  proposed  by  Major 
"Kerr,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  observations: 

"  1.  I  do  not  consider  the  word  "Citizen,"  in  the  first,  sec- 
-"  tion  of  the  Militia  Law,  as  used  by  the  Legislature  in  its 
^'  legal  and  constitutional  sense,  but  that  every  person  who 
•"has  a  permanent  residence  here  (Ambassadors,  Members  and 
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■*'  Officers  of  Congress  and  those  expressly  exempted  by  law, 
"  only  excepted  )  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  perfonn  Militia 
"  duty. 

"  2.  Inspectors  of  the  Customs,  are  undoubtedly'  compre- 
'^  hended  in  the  second  section  of  the  Act  of  Cong-rcss,  8th 
■"  May,  1792,  which  exempts  Custom  House  Officers  from  Mi- 
"  litia  duty. 

"3.  The  last  call  does  embrace  Minors  and  servants  pur- 
"  chased  bona  fide. 

"4.  As  the  last  call  was  for  a  tour  of  duty,  but  no  time 
^'  specified,  the  law  ascertains  it  to  have  been  for  two  months. 

"  5.  The  Courts  of  Appeal  are  to  hear  and  redress  any  griev- 
"  ances,  without  being  restricted  to  the  instances  of  'inability 
■*'  of  body  and  unavoidable  absence,'  otherwise  one  part  of  the 
■"  22ud  section  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  other. 

"  The  proceedings  must  be  the  same  against  Minors  and 
"  servants  who  are  fined,  as  against  others. 

"  When  the  Militia  are  called  to  perform  a  tour  of  dut}',  and 
"notified  by  the  inspector  in  the  usual  way,  the  fine  for  not 
"  performing  a  tour  of  duty  is  at  the  rate  of  Twelve  dollars  per 
■"  month  ;  but  if  the  Governor,  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
"  calls  the  Militia  into  immediate  and  actual  service,  the  fine  is 
"  sixteen  dollars  per  month. 

"How  the  f.ict  was,  in  this  particular,  at  the  last  call,  the 
■"  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  can  best  inform. 

"  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  given  any  opinion,  what  fine 
^'  is  to  be  imposed,  where  the  duty  called  for  it  is  but  for  one 
"  day.  It  is  not  the  time  the  Militia  served,  but  the  time  for 
■"  which  they  were  called  out,  that  regulates  the  fine." 

"  I  know  nothing  of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  which  is 
-"  said  to  specify,  that  when  the  militia  are  called  on  service 
"  by  the  United  States,  they  are  to  serve  four  months  ;  but,  in 
"  the  present  instance,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  they  can  be 
"fined  for  a  neglect  of  performing  a  tour  of  duty  of  two 
"  months  only. 

"  By  pernianent  residence,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  question, 
■"  I  mean  the  residence  of  persons  who  are  settled  here,  in  ex- 
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"  elusion  of  those  wlio  merely  sojourn  with  an  intention  to  de^ 
"  part. 

"I  am,  D'r  Sir,  Y'rs, 

"JAPtED  TXGEKSOLL. 
"Ai.EXAXDER  J.  Dallas,  Esq'r., 

"  Secrefary  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania.'' ' 
The  call  for  suppressing  the   late  Insurrection  was  made 
under  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  Militia  Act;  and,  there- 
fore, in  conformity  to  the  Attorney  General's  Opinion,  the  fine 
on  Delinqnents  is  sixteen  dollars. 

The  Insurrection  Act  does  not  alter  the  General  Militia  Law 
relative  to  the  period  for  which  the  drafted  Militia  should  serve, 
and,  of  course,  it  is  only  for  two  months. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
January  lOtJt,  1795. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  MAJOR  RALSTOX- 


PniLADA.,  "ilh  April,  1795. 

Sir  : — Gen,  Chambers  has  communicated  to  me  your  letter  of 
the  iOth  of  March,  in  answer  to  which  I  have  made  the  follow- 
ing remarks. 

L  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  grant  any  relief  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Paul  Morrow  or  Dr.  Sam'l  Kerr.  The  pay-rolls  have  been 
stated  and  settled  ;  and  those  gentlemen  are  allowed  the  pay 
of  their  respective  appointments,  from  the  time  of  their  actu- 
ally entering  upon  duty  as  Regimental  Quarter  Master  and 
Surgeon's  mate. 

2.  The  pay  of  the  deranged  officers  of  Franklin  quota  will 
be  allowed  ;  but  Pay-Roll  must  be  made  out  and  regularly 
certified,  according  to  the  form  established  in  other  cases. 
The  sooner  this  is  done  the  more  satisfactory  it  will  be,  as  I 
am  about  to  close  my  accounts  with  the  United  States. 

3.  It  seems  reasonable  that  the  officers,  who  were  employed 
in  calling  out  the  militia  should  be  allowed  a  compensation  for 
their  services ;    and  I  am  persuaded  the  Brigade   Inspector 
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■'would  be  premitted  to  make  it  a  charge  in  his  accounts.     The 
'Governor,  however,  cannot  issue  an  order  upon  this  subject,  as 
it  depends  entirely  upon  the  department  of  accounts. 
I  am,  with  great  regard,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv., 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Major  Axn'w  Kalstox,  of  Franklin  county. 


GENERAL  WILKINS  TO  HENRY  PURVIANCE*, 


Pittsburgh,  "Uh  April,  1795. 

Sir  : — Y'ou  desire  me  to  detail  the  circumstances  which  led 
to  the  expulsion  of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  by  the  commit- 
tee of  battalions  on  Braddock's  Field .  As  far  as  it  came  within 
my  knowledge,  I  shall  do  it  with  pleasure.  David  Bradford 
who  seemed  to  have  all  the  power  and  to  exercise  it  in  a  very 
tyrannical  manner,  opened  the  business  by  relating  the  preced- 
ing conduct  of  the  people,  the  robbing  the  mail  and  read  and 
commented  on  the  more  obnoxious  letters.  He  charged  the 
writers  with  having  misstated  the  facts  and  to  have  misrepre- 
sented his  conduct,  and  the  conduct  of  the  people  to  gov- 
ernment. He  was  warmlj'  supported  bj^  many  present,  who 
were  calling  out  for  liberty,  whilst  they  were  violent! 3^  disposed 
to  exercise  great  tyranny  against  those  who  thought  difierent 
from  themselves. 

The  writers  of  the  letters  had,  most  of  them,  mentioned  Mr. 
Bradford's  name  in  an  unfavorable  manner  which  was  the  cause 
of  his  immediate  resentment,  and  their  banishment  was  the 
consequence.  The  popular  fury  was  sure  to  be  directed  against 
any  man  who  offended  him  during  his  reign,     A  motion  was 

*IIenry  Purviance  was  a  native  of  Peuns^^lvania,  born  about  1769. 
He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession  and  resided  at  Washington  during  the 
Insurrection.  He  was  a  Federalist  and  a  friend  of  government,  exert- 
ing himself  on  ail  occasions,  says  Brackenridge,  to  prevent  the  discon- 
tents of  the  i^eople  from  breaking  out  into  open  violence ;  when  it  did, 
he  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  restoring  order  and  submi-ssion.  In 
Addison's  reports,  he  is  alluded  to  in  several  cases  of  prominence.  He 
.subsequently  removed  to  Butler,  where  he  died. 
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made  to  expel  Colonel  Xeville  and  General  Gibson,  whose  let- 
ters had  been  interrupted  in  the  mail,  against  whom  Bradford 
had  previously  declaimed  with  great  veliemence.  It  was 
thought  by  many  people  present,  friendly  to  those  two  gentle- 
men, that  they  might  be  saved  by  the  question  of  their  banish- 
ment being  postponed  until  the  meeting  which  was  to  be  soon 
after  at  Parkinson's  Ferry. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  a  motion  was  made  to  refer  the 
case  of  General  Gibson  to  that  place.  Tiie  motion  was  suppor- 
ted by  you,  but  opposed  and  overruled  by  Bradford  and  oth- 
ers. David  Bradford  moved  in  addition  to  these  two  that 
Major  Craig  should  be  expelled,  saying  it  was  reported  that 
he  had  offered  his  house  for  an  oflQce  of  inspection  should 
another  not  be  found.  Bradford  called  on  the  Pittsburgh  mem- 
bers to  know  if  this  was  true.  You  answered  it  was  not  true  ; 
and  stated  some  circumstances  tending  to  show  the  falsehood 
of  the  report.  But  notwithstanding,  Bradford  and  others 
pressed  for  his  banishment  which  in  order  to  obviate,  you  men- 
tioned that  it  would  be  an  injury  to  the  expedition  then  carry- 
ing on  against  the  Indians  as  he  had  charge  of  the  stores  for 
the  use  of  the  troops,  and  proposed  that  the  committee  should 
address  the  Secretary  at  War  to  remove  him  which  I  consid- 
ered as  management  on  your  part  to  save  Major  Craig. 

It  was  deteraiined  that  the  people  should  march  to  Pittsburgh. 
Every  person  belonging  to  the  town  was  under  great  anxiety 
for  their  families  and  property.  The  town  had  every  thing  to 
fear  from  a  violent  mob  of  armed  men  led  by  a  few  inconsid- 
erate fools.  Previous  to  the  rising  of  the  committee,  some  of 
the  most  violent  exclaimed  that  Major  Kirkpatrick,  and  Mr. 
Brison,  and  Mr.  Day,  had  not  gone  away  ;  or  if  they  had,  it 
was  only  for  a  da}'-  or  two,  and  that  they  would  return.  The 
Pittsburgh  members  alarmed  lest  the  suspicions  might  induce 
the  mob  when  they  came  to  town  to  search  for  taese  gentle- 
men, not  knowing  what  the  consequence  of  such  a  search 
might  be,  pledged  themselves  that  they  were  gone  and  would 
not  return.  I  never  heard  you  express  a  wish  for  the  banish- 
ment of  any  individual.  I  have  often  heard  you  say  that  the 
people  had  essentially  served  those  that  had  been  banished  ; 
that  government  would  consider  them  as  martyrs  and  reward 
them. 
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I  remember  it  was  arranged  previous  to  the  election  of  dele- 
gates for  the  meeting  at  Parkinson's  Ferry  to  chose  those  that 
were  most  friendly  to  government.  You  mentioned  to  me  that 
you  meant  to  propose  at  the  meeting,  the  sending  commission- 
ers to  the  Executive  to  consult  means  to  compose  the  distur- 
bances. You  expressed  a  wish  of  being  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners yourself.  You  showed  me  an  address  you  had  drawn 
up,  to  be  proposed  at  the  meeting,  to  be  sent  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  You  often  declared  to  me  that  if  the 
violence  continued  you  were  determined  to  leave  the  country 
and  go  to  Philadelphia.  I  had  daily  opportunities  of  observ- 
ing  your  conduct,  and  conversing  with  you,  and  never  had  a 
doubt  but  that  you  were  influenced  by  the  purest  motives  and 
was  anxious  for  the  restoration  of  order  and  the  laws. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

JOHN  WILKIXS. 


DISTRICT  ATTORNEY  RAWLE  TO  JUDGE  ADDISON. 


Philad'a,  April  10,  1795. 

Sir  :— In  respect  to  the  recognizances,  I  apprehend  that  pur- 
suant to  the  33d  section  of  the  judiciary  bill,  the  recognizances 
themselves,  and  not  copies,  should  be  produced,  but  although 
Judge  Peters  preferred  the  mode  you  state,  during  the  Wes- 
tern expedition  from  several  motives,  and  I  believe  has  con- 
tinued the  practice,  (whether  he  dfd  so  before,  I  cannot  tell,) 
yet  as  the  signature  of  the  party  is  not  essential  to  the  efiect 
of  the  recognizance  and  is  not  generally  practiced  by  the 
State  magistrates,  I  cannot  suppose  it  would  be  deemed  neces- 
sary in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  law  stands  as  it  is,  my  duty  (whatever  may  be 
my  opinion)  is  to  conform  to  it,  and  that  duty  being  to  prose- 
cute every  legal  step  conducive  to  a  proper  termination  of 
such  prosecution  is  to  be  pursued  by  me. 

Yours, 

W.  RAWLE. 
To  Judge  Addisox. 
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JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Washington',  21d  April,  1795. 

Dear  Sir: — I  was  favoured  with  yours  inclosing  a  copy  of 
the  paper  which  I  wanted.  1  had  no  design  to  take  any  notice 
of  it,  but  I  could  not  understand  the  grounds  of  the  suspicion 
and  ill  opinion  of  mc,  and  conceived  I  should  find  the  whole 
there.  The  words  "constitutional  resistance"  in  my  letter  to 
the  Governor  were  certainlj^  very  ill  chosen,  and  have  been 
very  ingeniously  twisted.  The  fact  is,  that  I  meant  that  I  had 
done  what  he  recommended  in  the  circular  letter,  inculcated 
obedience  and  remonstrance.  If  I  had  done  any  such  thing  as 
the  statement  exhibits,  I  surely  should  not  have  published  it 
in  a  letter  to  the  Governor.  I  shall  keep  the  paper  in  strict 
confidence,  but  I  entirely  agree  with  you  that  any  answer  to 
it  would  be  improper,  and  I  shall  be  content  if  I  can  pass 
through  life  with  nothing  worse  to  be  said  of  me  than  is  said 
there. 

You  will  much  oblige  me  if  you  take  some  pains  to  procure 
my  certificate  for  my  Bank  share  and  send  it  by  Mr.  Iloge. 
I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  down  in  July,  as  last  year  there  was 
no  sort  of  business,  and  it  looks  foolish  to  go  more  than  three 
hundred  miles  for  nothing. 

I  had  like  to  lose  my  wife  lately  of  the  child  bed  fever.  She 
is  however  perfectly  recovered,  and  joins  with  me  in  sincere 
good  wishes  to  you,  Mrs.  Dallas,  &c. 

Truly  yours, 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 

P.  S. — I  find  I  have  mislaid  my  notes  on  the  trial  of  Bell  for 
murder  in  Washington  county.  If  you  could  send  me  a  copy 
of  my  statement  of  the  evidence  and  charge  to  the  jury  in 
that  case,  which  I  transmitted  to  the  Governor,  you  will  oblige 
me.  I  do  not  mean  to  include  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the 
motion  in  arrest  of  judgement.  I  have  that.  Don't  forget 
this. 
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JUDGE  TURNER*  TO  JUDGE  ADDISON. 


CixcixxATi,  Hay  17,  1T95. 

Sir  : — After  an  absence  of  fifty-three  weeks  on  the  Western 
circuit,  I  lauded  yesterday  at  this  place,  and  found  here  your 
two  letters  of  the  3d  of  Jan.  and  22d  of  April.  This  must  be 
my  apology  for  not  having  answered  the  former  at  least  before 
this  time. 

I  have  made  some  inquiries  into  the  case  of  C  Cunningham, 
who  isrecognized  itseems,to  appear  before  ourgeneral  court,  on 
the  charge  you  last  mentioned.  The  offence  being  committed 
against  the  United  States  alone,  (of  which  the  territory  is  no 
part  but  only  a  dependency,)  our  inferior  court  was  wrong  in 
binding  Cunningham's  appearance  to  the  general  court  where 
the  offence  is  not  triable.  It  was  imposing  upon  the  accused 
a  hardship  not  admissible  in  law,  since  his  appearance  could 
answer  no  other  end  than  to  extend  his  recognizance  to  the 
proper  court  within  the  United  States,  and  to  which  the  infe- 
rior court  was  competent  in  the  first  instance. 

If,  therefore,  you  will  forward  hither  a  certificate  that  Cun- 
ningham has  entered  into  a  fresh  recognizance  for  that  purpose, 
I  c-hall  tulic  c^rc  to  lay  h  Lcfoio  the  general  court  whenever 
his  case  shall  come  up  officially  before  it,  so  that  he  may  be  dis- 
charged from  his  present  recognizance. 

I  am  with  respect,  3'ours, 
Indorsed.  ^  G.  TURNER. 

Took  recognizance,  June  19,  1T95,  and  transmitted  to  Judge 
Turner, 

*Cteorge  Turner  was  boru  in  England,  about  1750,  coming  to 
America  early  in  life.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he  en- 
tered the  service  as  Captain  in  the  southern  department.  He  distin- 
guished himself  in  several  severe  engagements  especially  in  the  affair 
of  the  "Slaughter  Pens."  He  was  the  personal  friend  of  President 
Washington,  who  appointed  himjudge  of  the  North-Western  Territory, 
September  12,  1789.  In  1S33  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
died,  March  16,  1843. 
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ATTORNEY  GENERAL  INGERSOLL  TO  GOV.  MIFFLIN. 


Philadelphia,  May  2G,  1795. 

Dear  Sir  : — Sept.  19,  1794,  the  Act  passed  for  raising  Volun- 
teers. 

Mr.  Dallas  not  having  then  received  a  farthing  of  the  public 
money,  pledges  his  own  personal  credit  to  Mr.  Downing  for 
such  advances  as  he  shoxild  make  to  the  Troops ;  this  is  done 
the  day  but  one  after  the  Act  passed,  tlie  intervening  day 
being  Sunday. 

Mr.  Downing  writes  on  the  26  of  Sept.  that  he  could  not  ad- 
vance any  more  money,  but  did  not  draw  on  Mr.  Dallas,  in 
consequence  of  which  omission,  it  being  the  Mode  in  which 
Mr.  Dallas  had  directed  the  business  should  be  conducted,  Mr. 
Mifflin,  his  Agent,  he  being  then  absent  with  the  Governor, 
would  not  furnish  money,  but  security  being  given  ;  the  next 
day,  however,  the  27  Sept.,  Mr.  Brown,  the  Deputy  of  Mr. 
Dallas,  replaces  the  money,  to  wit : 
2.  484  D. 

Mr.  Dallas  had  no  connection  with  Mr.  Downing  but  to  sup- 
ply Bounty  money. 

I  find  that  on  or  before  the  27  Sept.  Mr.  Dallas  had  paid  for 
the  bounty  of  the  Delaware  and  Chester  County  Militia,  as  fol- 
lows : 

By  Mr.  Downing 912  D 

To  Gen'l  Humpton 2,484 


3,396 
The  amount  of  the  bounty  money  exclusive  of  Capt.  Graham's 
Company  was  but  3,048   D,   remains  in  the  hands  of  Gen'l 
Humpton,  248  D,.  which  he  paid  for  Wagon  hire,   &ic.,  not 
provided  for  by  the  Law  of  tlie  State. 

I  cannot  see  any  foundation  of  complaint  in  this  business 
against  Mr.  Dallas. 

I  am,  respectfully  yours, 

JARED  INGERSOLL. 

Gov.   MiFFUX. 
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WILLIAM  RAWLE  TO  ALEXANDER  ADDISON. 


Philadelphia,  July  IT,  1795. 
Dear  Sir  : — In  the  expectation  of  seeing  you  at  the  court  of 
errors  and  appeal  this  week,  I  postponed  ansAvering'  youv  let- 
ter longer  than  I  should  otherwise  have  done. 

Gen.  Morgan  was  not  very  correct  in  the  names  he  furnished  ; 
onl}'  the  three  last  in  the  list  came  within  the  request,  viz  : 
Ewing,  Paton  and  M'Call. 

Arthur  Gardner,  George  Parker,  John  Ilolcroft,  having 
proved  their  signatures  to  submission  and  accounted  for  their 
absence,  are  bound  over  as  witnesses. 

John  Mitchell  is  under  sentence ;  Patrick  Jack  appearedupon 
inquiry  not  a  fit  object  of  prosecution,  and  no  bill  has  been 
sent  against  him.  Ebenezer  Gallagher  and  Daniel  Hamilton 
are  indicted. 

Benjamin  Parkinson  surrendered  himself;  he  continued  how- 
ever to  avoid  confinement,  and  the  marshal  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  apprehend  him — he  is  also  indicted. 

The  marshal's  officer  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  has  instruc- 
tions to  apply  to  you  and  to  the  magistrates  where  recourse 
cannot  be  had  to  you  for  advice  if  necessary,  in  the  execution 
of  the  duties  he  is  going  to  perform. 

Your  active  and  able  exertions  in  support  of  the  laws  (which 
have  received  so  much  public  approbation,)  give  me  reason  to 
hope  you  will  not  think  this  trouble  too  much.  The  event  of 
Cunningham's  case  is,  I  flatter  myself,  conformable  to  your 
wishes. 

1  am  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  RAWLE. 
[See  letter  of  December  24,  1794,  on  the  same  subject.] 
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ATTORNEY    GENERAL    INGERSOLL    TO    SECRETARY 

DALLAS. 


Philadelphia,  July  18,  1195 

Dear  Sir: — A  Letter  from  tlie  ComjotroUer  General  to  the 
Governor,  of  the  16  of  April,  has  been  transjnitted  to  me  ior 
my  opinion. 

The  difficulties  stated  by  the  Comptroller  General  in  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  Act  of  11  April,  1793,  for  regulating  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  are  very  obvious. 

It  does  not  appear  to  mc,  that  the  29th  Section  appropriat- 
ing the  Fines  as  a  Fund  for  the  carrj'ing  the  Law  into  effect, 
can  authorise  an  allowance  to  the  oificers  of  Regiments  & 
Companies  for  enrolling  the  Citizens, 

Nor  can  I  sec  that  the  same  discretionary  powers  that  were 
exercised  by  former  Lieutenants  of  Counties,  are  invested  in 
the  Brigade  Inspectors  to  determine  the  Quantum  of  Paj'. 

The  Evil,  I  conceive,  can  be  redressed  only  by  the  Legisla- 
ture; these  services  ought  to  be  compensated,  but  it  requires 
a  legislative  provision. 

1  am,  D'r  S'r,  Y'rs, 

JARED  INGERSOLL. 

Mr.  Dallas. 


JUDGE  TURNER  TO  JUDGE  ADDISON. 

Cincinxati,  July  24:,  1T95. 

Sin : — 1  was  honored  a  few  days  ago  with  your  letter,  in- 
closing proper  certificate  concerning  Cunningham's  recogni- 
zance, and  shall  in  consequence  take  care  by  placing  it  on  the 
files  of  the  general  court  that  no  inconvenience  shall  arise  to 
him  in  this  quarter. 

Either  you  have  mistaken  my  meaning,  or,  what  is  more 
probable,  I  have  not  expressed  myself  clearly  in  my  answer  to 
your   former   communications.     My   letter-files   are   not   this 
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momebt  at  hand.  It  was  certainly  not  my  intention  to  leave 
the  matter  open  to  the  general  court,  because  it  was,  and  yet 
is  my  decided  opinion^  that  the  offence  is  not  properly  triable 
here. 

We  have  lately  had  some  expresses  from  head-quarters.  It 
appears  that  a  treaty  of  some  sort  will  at  length  be  the  result ; 
but  how  long  this  will  last  may  easily  be  conjectured.  It  as. 
suredly  cannot  be  founded  upon  any  decisive  battle  ;  for  not- 
withstanding accounts  respecting  the  last  action  wore  a  very 
florid  complexion,  that  doubtless  was  little  if  any  more  than  a 
skirmish  in  which  the  enemy  lost  seven  and  twenty  men. 
I  beg  you  to  believe  me  to  be. 

With  perfect  and  respectful  esteem, 

Your  very,  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  TURNER. 


DISTRICT   ATTORNEY  RAWLE   TO   JUDGE   ADDISON, 


rniLADKi.piiiA,  August  15,  IT95. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  must  take  the  liberty  of  intruding  once  more 
upon  a  portion  of  your  time  on  account  of  the  trials  j'et  to 
take  place,  of  persons  charged  with  treasonable  practices  from 
your  part  of  the  State. 

At  the  last  sitting  of  the  circuit  court,  it  was  discovered  that 
a  great  unwillingness  to  soy  too  much  against  their  fellow 
citizens,  a  reluctance  in  the  jury  to  convict  the  smaller  engine 
on  the  testimony  of  their  ringleaders,  and  a  natural  repug- 
nance to  capital  convictions,  occasioned  some  unexpected  ac- 
quitals  ;  and  in  some  instances,  bills  were  returned  ignoramus, 
equally  contrary  to  what  appeared  a  grounded  expectation. 
Something  particularly  on  the  latter  score  must,  I  think,  be  at- 
tributed to  the  difficult  distinctions  necessary  to  be  made  be- 
tween the  differontjurisdictions.  There  now  remain  to  be  tried 
upon  bills  found,  Edward  Wright,  James  Stuart  and  Daniel 
Bolton,  whose  presence  is  not  doubtful ;  and  bills  are  found 
against  David  Bradford,  Daniel  Hamilton,  William  Miller, 
Benjamin  Parkinson,  Ebenzer  Gallagher,  William  Hanna, 
Richard  Ilolcroft,  David  Lock,  Alexander  Fulton,  Peter  Lisle, 
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Thomas  Spiers  and  Samuel  Ilanna,  some  of  whom  ma}'  perhaps 
surrender  themselves. 

After  the  pains  already  taken  to  discover  and  produce  testi- 
mony establishing  the  ofi'ence  charged,  I  do  not  know  that  it 
■would  be  reasonable  to  expect  greater  success  from  further  in- 
quiry. 

But  if,  in  the  course  of  your  judicial  proceedings,  any  mat- 
ters relative  to  and  explanatory  of  the  conduct  of  the  persons 
before  mentioned  should  occur,  you  will  oblige  me  much  by 
forwarding  such  information  thereon  as  may  appear  to  you 
likely  to  be  useful.  A  circumstance  not  very  pleasing  occurred 
during  the  trial  of  Robert  Porter.  James  Parker,  when  before 
you  at  Washington,  stating  in  his  affidavit  the  persons  who  had 
been  at  the  destruction  of  Gen.  Neville's  house,  included  the 
name  of  Robert  Porter,  yet  on  the  trial  he  denied  that  he  saw  him 
elsewhere  than  at  Couch's,  before,  and  at  Uol.  D.  Phillip's  after 
the  attack.  It  appeared  improper  to  avoid  taking  notice  of 
this  variance,  as  in  one  or  the  other  case  he  must  be  foresworn. 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  having  hira  bound  over  to  be  prose- 
cuted for  perjury,  to  wit :  on  the  false  oath  taken  before  you, 
and  this,  I  fear,  will  render  your  attendance  at  Yorktown  neces- 
sary, unless  you  can  point  out  any  means  to  do  the  business 
otherwise  ;  I  earnestly  wish  to  terminate  the  whole  of  this  busi 
ness  before  next  October,  that  the  inhabitants  of  so  remote  a 
place  may  not  again  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  attending  the 
federal  court, 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  RAWLE. 
To  lion.  Alexaxder  Addisok. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN'S  PROCLAMATION  OF  PARDON, 


"Wednesday,  August  2Qlh,  1T95. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  having  by  his  Proclama- 
tion, dated  the  day  of  August,  instant,  thought  proper 
to  extend  the  Pardon  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  all  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  Treasons  or  Mis- 
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prisons  of  Treason  in  his  said  Proclamation  Mentioned,  or  who 
liave  been  otherwise  concerned  in  the  late  Insurrection  within 
the  four  Western  Counties  of  this  State,  who  have  not  since 
been  indicted  or  convicted  thereof:  The  Governor  this  day, 
took  the  same  into  consideration,  and  being  desirous  on  bis 
part  to  pursue  a  like  policy,  as  well  ou  account  of  its  hu- 
manity as  for  the  sake  of  preserving  uniformity  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  and  State  Governments  in  relation  to 
the  same  important  object,  accordingly  issued  his  Proclama- 
tion in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
In  the  Name  and  by  the  autliority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania,    By   Thomas  Mifflix,    Governor   of  the  said 

Commonwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATIOX. 

"Whereas,  At  the  commencement  of  the  late  insurrection  in 
the  Western  part  of  this  State,  constituting  the  fourth  survey 
thereof,  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  attempt  a  vindication  of  the 
violated  authority  of  the  laws  and  a  restoration  of  peace,  har- 
mony and  order  by  the  influence  of  reason  and  lenity  upon  the 
minds  of  the  deluded  and  refractory  Insurgents  : 

And  whereas,  The  better  to  promote  so  desirable  an  object, 
I  appointed,  authorized  and  employed  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McKean,  Chief  Justice  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  Major  Gen- 
eral William  Irvine,  (with  full  confidence  in  their  wisdom, 
prudence  and  patriotism, )  as  Commissioners,  to  confer  with 
the  said  insurgents,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  promise  to  them  and  ever}''  of  them,  an  act 
of  Pardon  and  oblivion  for  all  past  transgressions  upon  re- 
ceiving a  satisfactory  assurance  of  a  future  submission  to  the 
laws: 

And  Whereas,  The  said  Commissioners  in  pursuance  of  the 
trust  thus  reposed  in  them,  did  by  an  Instrument  under  their 
bands  bearing  date  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  promise  upon 
certain  terms  and  conditions  of  submission  to  the  laws  of  this 
State  and  of  the  United  States,  to  be  made  in  the  manner  and 
within  the  time  in  the  said  Instrument  specified,  that  if  the 
people  of  the  said  Western  Counties  should  keep  Peace  and 
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be  of  good  behaviour  until  the  first  day  of  June,  now  last  past, 
an  act  of  free  and  General  Pardon  and  oblivion  of  all  treasons, 
insurrections,  arson,  riots,  and  other  offences  inferior  to  riots, 
committed,  perpetrated,  counselled  or  suH'ered  by  any  person 
or  persons  complying  with  the  terms  and  conditions  aforesaid, 
within  the  Counties  by  the  said  Commissioners  specified,  since 
the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  yeav  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  should  be  granted,  so  far  as  the  said 
offences  concerned  the  State  of  Pennsjdvania  or  the  Govern, 
ment  thereof: 

And  whereas,  It  appears  b}'  a  Proclamation  hcretolore  issued 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  he  has  thought 
proper  to  extend  the  pardon  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  all  Persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  Treasons  or 
misprisons  of  Treason  in  his  said  Proclamation  specified,  or 
who  have  been  otherwise  concerned  in  the  said  insurrection 
within  the  said  Survey',  but  who  have  not  since  been  indicted 
or  convicted  thereof.  And  I  am  desirous,  on  my  part,  to  pur- 
sue a  like  policy,  as  well  on  account  of  its  humanity  as  for 
the  sake  of  preserving  uniformity  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  in  relation  to  the  same  im- 
portant object.  Therefore,  I,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  have  granted  and  by  these 
Presents  do  grant  a  full,  free  and  entire  Pardon  to  all  persons 
(not  included  in  the  exception  hereinafter  declared,)  of  all 
treasons,  insurrections,  arsons,  riots  and  other  offences  infe- 
rior to  riots,  committed  within  the  said  fourth  Survey,  between 
the  said  fourteenth  day  of  July  and  the  twenty-second  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  and  which  m^y  have  been  and  are  indictable  oflences 
against  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with  a  free 
and  entire  remission  and  release  of  all  fines,  forfeitures  and 
penalties  consequent  thereon  ;  excepting  and  excluding  al- 
ways, nevertheless,  from  all  the  benefit  and  advantage  or  any 
claim  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  pardon  hereby 
granted,  every  person  who  has  either  refused  to  give  the  assur- 
ance of  submission  stipulated  and  required  as  aforesaid,  or 
who  having  given  the  same,  shall  afterwards  have  deviated 
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therefrom,  and  now  actually  stands  indicted  or  convicted  of 
any  offence  against  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at 
Philadelphia,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  of 

the  Commonwealth  the  Twentieth. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
By  the  Governor, 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


DISTRICT   ATTORNEY   RAWLE   TO   JUDGE  ADDISON 


Philadelphia,  Oct.  29,  1795. 

Dear  Sir: — Joseph  Dorsey  may  rest  easy  as  to  his  recogni- 
zance. The  event  of  the  trials  at  York  fully  verified  your  ob- 
servation as  to  the  impediments  to  conviction  created  by  dis- 
tance. 

You  have  doubtless  by  this  time  been  informed  of  the  mate- 
rial circumstances,  which  I,  therefore,  will  not  encroach  upon 
your  time  by  repeating. 

I  consider  the  business  as  now  nearly  ended.  It  is  not  proba- 
ble that  many,  if  any  of  those  who  have  fled  will  return.  My 
information  in  respect  to  Bradford  was,  I  find,  eroneous.  The 
witnesses  are,  however,  generally  held  under  recognizance  and 
to  be  ready  in  any  ctise  of  surrender. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem, 

W.  RAWLE. 
To  Judsrc  Addison. 


MR.  SIMMONS  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Department  of  War, 
Accountant's  Office, 

December  lith,  1795. 
Sir: — I  understand  that  Mr.  Haguer,  one  of  the  Clerks  in 
this  oifice,  has  been  furnished  with  a  notice  to  pay  a  fine  as  a 
delinquent  for  not  turning  out  in  the  Militia  employed  against 
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the  Insurgents  in  the  late  Insurrection  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

It  was  understood  at  the  time  the  militia  were^called  upon, 
that  all  Clerks  in  the  War  Department  (of  which  Mr.  H.  was 
one,  and  whose  duty  it  must  be  considered  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  that  event)  were  exempt  from  Military  Duty,  and 
even  those  who  applied  to  my  Predecessor  for  permission  to 
go  out  with  the  Troops  were  actually  refused  in  consequence 
of  the  encreasing  business  from  that  source.  As  I  know  of  no 
appeal  those  gentlemen  have,  I  have  to  request,  Sir,  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  me  your  opinion  whether  the  Clerks  in 
the  War  Department  will  have  to  pay  the  fine  ;  if  not,  how 
they  are  to  proceed  to  be  exonorated  therefrom? 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Mo.  Obd.  Serv't, 

WM.  SIMMONS, 
Accountant  for  the  Department  of  War. 
Alexander  J.  Dallas,  Esquire. 


Mr.  Simmons  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Dallas,  and 
will  thank  him  for  his  opinion  to  the  questions  asked  by  his 
letter  of  11th  Inst.  If  it  is  improper  for  Mr.  D.  to  answer  them 
in  his  OflScial  capacity,  Mr.  S.  will  thank  him  to  inform  him 
who  the  proper  person  is  to  be  applied  to. 

Thursday  Morning,  December  11th,  1795. 


SAMUEL  nODGDON  TO  THE  GOVERNOR. 


Philad'a,  29  Aug.  1796. 
Sir  : — The  Bearer  informs  me  he  is  called  on  to  pay  a  fine 
for  non-attendance  with  the  late  Militia  army.  The  following 
facts  will  enable  your  Excellency  to  judge  whether  he  is  a  sub- 
ject of  Militia  Law.  In  May,  1794,  I  engaged  him  on  a  low 
salary  to  make  such  labratory  preparations  as  the  United  States 
magazine  might  from  time  to  time  require.  On  the  first  inti- 
mation of  the  necessity  of  collecting  an  Army,  he  was  fully  em- 
ployed with  more  than  Twenty  People  in  preparing  the  ord- 
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nance  &  amunition  ordered  t.o  be  got  in  readiness,  &  continued 
to  be  thus  employed  day  &  night  until  the  close  of  the  year. 
He  is  yet  a  salary  Officer  of  the  United  States  for  the  same 
purpose. 

With  respect  &  esteem, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

SAMUEL  IIODGDON. 
His  Excellency  TnoiiAS  Mifflin,  Esq. 
Indorsed  : 
If  the  Bearer,  Jacob  Sober,  had  not  any  notice  that  he  was 
called  out  to  serve  in  the  Militia,  it  seems  reasonable  that  he 
should  beexcused  paying  his  Fine. 

J.  INGERSOLL. 
1796,  Sept.  2d. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Wasiiin'gtox,  23c?  Fchr'y,  1797. 

Sir: — I  understand  the  sheriff  of  this  county  has  received 
your  pardon  to  James  Chambers  and  others,  who  were  indicted, 
fined  and  imprisoned,  at  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  here,  for 
outrages  during  the  insurrection. 

I  trust,  Sir,  that  what  I  am  about  to  state  will  not  appear  to 
you  as  impertinent  interference  beyond  my  personal  or  ofiScial 
concerns,  and  will  be  candidly  viewed  as  coupled  with  a  just 
respect  to  your  person  and  your  station. 

It  is  not  to  inform  you,  but  to  explain  myself,  that  I  beg 
leave  to  express  my  opinion,  that  the  discretion  vested  in  the 
executive  of  pardoning  delinquents,  is  of  a  judicial  nature, 
not  to  be  swayed  by  importunity,  but  exercised  on  full  and 
certain  information  of  the  nature  of  the  case  drawn  from  an 
oflBcial  and  responsible  source,  and  that  it  does  not  appear  to 
me,  that  this  evidence  can  otherwise  be  obtained,  than  by  a 
certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  of  the  nature  of  the  in- 
dictment, and  from  the  Court  or  some  of  the  Judges,  of  the 
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nature  of  the  evidence  or  the  circumstances  attending  the 
trial. 

Members  of  assembly  have  no  official  responsibility  to  re- 
strain them  in  their  recommendations,  from  misleading  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  are  under  temptations  to  recommend,  not  what  is 
right,  but  what  may  be  popular  in  their  particular  neighbour- 
hood, and  promote  their  next  election.  In  all  things  touching 
the  insurrection,  this  is  more  particular!}'  the  case,  while  to 
have  countenanced  the  actors  in  it  is  a  sure  claim  to  popular 
favour,  and  to  have  shown  an}'  desire  so  to  correct  them  by 
law,  as  to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  duty,  remains  a  settled 
ground  of  resentment. 

Peculiarly  in  this  case,  therefore,  and  geiierally  in  all  cases, 
the  administration  of  criminal  justice  is  a  cause  of  odium  to 
those  intrusted  with  it,  and  the  power  of  pardoning  is  a  source 
of  favour.  Viewing  them  as  an  improper  interference  and 
bias  on  the  Executive,  I  have  never  practised  nor  approved 
judicial  recommendations  for  pardon  ;  but  I  consider  judicial 
information  of  the  case  as  a  necessary  ground  for  the  decision 
of  the  Executive.  And  if  the  Executive  so  consider  and  re- 
quire it,  this  degree  of  co-operation  in  mercy  may  somewhat 
counteract  the  odium  of  their  co-operation  in  jusSice,  and  the 
energy  and  respect  of  each  branch  may  be  promoted. 

It  may  be.  Sir,  that  after  you  have  heard  all  i  shall  say,  you 
will  still  approve  of  the  pardon  you  have  granted  to  those 
men.  If  the  information  before  you  had  been  perfect,  and 
with  the  precedents  before  you,  were  it  my  part  to  judge,  I 
know  not  that  I  could  censure  what  you  have  done.  But,  be- 
cause I  feel  myself  somewhat  interested  in  it,  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  me  if  I  trouble  you  with  stating  something  respecting 
James  Chambers,  which  I  dare  say,  your  informers  did  not 
state. 

As  he  v/as  one  of  the  most  outrageous  during  the  insurrec- 
tion, so  he  is  neither  softened  nor  reformed.  Ignorant,  savage 
and  malignant,  if  he  can  confound  pardon  with  general  impu- 
nity, and  believe  himself  free  from  punishment,  tiie  life  of  no 
man  whom  he  hates  is  safe.  A  leader  in  raising  the  liberty 
pole  here  ;  he  insulted  me  in  the  most  indecent  and  threatened 
me  in  the   most  violent  manner,  for  refusing  him  whiskey  to 
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drink  at  it.  Alter  sentence  wus  passed,  and  while  in  jail,  he 
was  extremely  contumelious  to  the  court  in  general  and  espe- 
cially to  me,  and  threatened  revenge.  Very  soon  after  he  was 
out  of  jail,  tiie  posts  of  an  old  gallows  were  raised  in  the  night 
time  and  laid  against  m}'  door,  with  "  Addison's  gallows" 
written  with  chalk  on  them  Soon  after  that,  fire  was  set  to 
cord-v/ood  I  had  in  an  out  lut.  The  suspicion  of  every  one 
fell  on  him,  but  1  had  no  proof.  He  continued  to  abuse  me 
Avherevcr  he  went,  and,  at  last,  insulted  me  to  my  face  in  the 
open  street.  Finding  no  time  nor  patience  would  correct  him, 
a  regard  to  my  station,  and  even  to  my  safety,  compelled  me 
to  proceed  to  punishment.  I  applied  to  a  magistrate,  had 
him  bound  over  and  indicted,  and  removed  the  indictment  into 
the  Supreme  Court,  where  it  now  depends.  He  has  been  told, 
I  believe,  that  it  is  not  likely  that  I  want  any  revenge,  but 
only  such  concessions  and  declarations  as  may  satisfy  me, 
that  I  shall  be  free  from  any  further  injury  or  insult  from  him. 
But  these  he  has  never  deigned  to  make.  In  this  situation  he 
iias  received  your  pardon  of  the  remainder  of  a  punishment, 
the  whole  of  v.'hich  he  attributes  not  to  the  law,  but  to  me. 

On  these  facts  and  opinions,  with  your  candid  construction, 
I  must  rely  for  an  apology  of  the  statement,  with  which  I  have 
now  troubled  you,  and  I  am,  with  much  respect. 
Your  n:oct  cbed't  Serv't, 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 
'The  Governor  of  Penns^dvania. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  MR.  JOHN  HALL. 


Philadelphia,  Glh  July,  1T9S. 

Sir  : — In  the  present  state  of  the  Governor's  health,  it  is  not 
likely  that  I  shall  have  so  convenient  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  Governor  as  you  will  have  ;  I  therefore,  beg  leave  to  trouble 
you  with  some  information  of  which  I  request  you  to  make  the 
proper  use. 

I  have  understood  that  the  Governor  intends  to  give  a  com- 
mission of  the  Peace  to  Absalom  Baird,  of  the  town  of  Wash- 
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ingtoQ,  and  William  Irwin,  of  Williamsport,  In  the  present 
alarming  state  of  onr  country,  too  much  care  cannot  be  taken 
in  selecting  for  public  approbation,  those  characters  who  are 
to  be  honored  with  commissions.  Dr.  Baird  has  been  nniform- 
ly  among  the  strenuous  opponents  and  censurers  of  our  govern 
ment,  and  has  been  and  yet  is  of  what  is  called  the  French 
part}'.  He  was  of  a  party  who  at  midnight  and  for  some  hours 
after  in  a  noisy  manner  raised  a  May  pole  in  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, and  to  the  American  colours  annexed  red,  blue  and  white- 
ribbons.  At  such  a  time  to  give  a  commission  to  a  man  of  his 
sentiments,  would  indeed  be  giving  a  sanction  to  the  opinioa 
of  the  Directory,  that  they  have  a  party  even  among  more 
than  the  people  here.  I  consider  this  appointment  as  altogether 
improper  and  I  know  it  to  be  useless.  In  our  little  town  we 
have  already  two  attentive  and  active  justices  of  the  Peace 
fully  adequate  to  far  more  business  than  is  to  be  done,  and  there 
is  besides  another  commission  to  a  third  justice  in  the  same 
town,  who  hitherto  has  thought  it  so  unncessary  that  he  has 
not  taken  the  oath  of  office.  If  Dr.  Baird  is  commissioned,  the 
third  gentleman  will  certainly  swear  in,  and  we  shall  have  four 
where  one  only  would  be  sufficient.  Our  town  of  Washington 
is  small,  of  about  an  hundred  houses,  and  is  a  township  of 
itself  without  any  of  the  .adjoining  country.  The  neighbour- 
ing townships  are  well  supplied  with  justices. 

William  Irwin,  I  believe,  is  not  a  citizen.  He  is  an  obstinate 
adherent  to  the  same  party  of  opposition  to  our  government 
and  favour  to  France.  He  lives  on  the  extremity  of  the  town- 
ship and  the  county.  There  is  one  justice  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  him,  another  within  four  miles  from  him  in  one  di- 
rection and  a  third  within  four  miles  of  him  in  another  direc- 
tion, so  that  his  appointment  would  he  altogether  superfluous. 
What  is  called  the  town  of  Williamsport,  does  not  contain 
more  than  six  houses  if  so  many. 

If  the  Governor  would  bestow  a  commission  on  a  man  of 
worth,  understanding,  integrity  and  genius,  sincerely  attached 
to  principles  and  administration  of  our  government,  I  will  name 
one  deserving  this  character  and  a  commission  or  any  other 
mark  of  public  favour.  I  mean  David  Bruce,  of  the  town  of 
West  Boston,  in  Smith's  township,  in  Washington  county.     If 
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you'can  persuade  the  governor  to  give  him  a  commission  of 
the  Peace,  you  will  do  honour  to  a  worthy  man  and  will  show 
the  worthless  and  all  others  that  the  only  way  to  obtain  the 
countenance  of  public  authority  is  to  promote  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  country,  and  not  to  foment  dissatisfaction 
and  sedition. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully  yours, 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 
I  have  a  desire  that  Commisions  of  the  Peace  should  be 
granted   to,  I  think,  John  Scott,  of  Allegheny  county,  and 
James  Wilson,  of  Greene  County.     There  are  Petitions  for 
both. 


APPENDIX. 


[The  following  papers  appearinp^  at  the  beginning  of  the  Insurrection 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  having  been  filed  away  by  the  authori- 
ties, it  has  been  decided  to  reprint  them.  They  give  the  humorous 
.side  of  the  transaction.] 


AN  INDIAN.  TREATY, 


Speeches  intended  to  he  spoken  at  a  Treaty  noio  holding  with  the 

Six  United  Nations  of  White  Indians  settled  on  the  heads  of 

the  Ohio,  at  the  toivn  of  Pittsburg,  the  20//i  of  August,  1*194, 

by  the  Commissioners  sent  from  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose. 

Captain  Blanket,  an  Indian  Chief,  spoke  as  follows : 

Brothers  : — We  welcome  you  to  the  old   Council  Fire   at 

this  place.     It  is  a  lucky  spot  of  ground  for  holding  Indian 

treaties.     No  good  attended  your  treaties  at  Beaver  creek, 

Muskingum,  &.c.     As  the  proffer  of  this  treaty  has  originated 

with  your  great  council  at  Philadelphia,  we  therefore  expect 

you  have  good  terms  to  offer.     But  you  know,  Brothers,  that 

it  ever  has  been  a  custom  to  pay  Indians  well  for  coming  to 

treaties,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  unless  we  are  well  paid, 

or  fully  satisfied,  your  attempts  of  any  kind,  will  not  have  the 

'35— Vol.  IV. 
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least  effect.  However,  we  doubt  not  but  the  pay  is  provided, 
and  that  you  have  a  sufiBciency  of  blankets  and  breech  clouts, 
powder  and  lead  and  that  the  waggons  are  close  at  hand.  You 
know,  brothers,  that  our  neighbours,  the  British,  over  the 
lakes,  pay  their  Indians  well,  that  they  have  inexhaustible 
stores  of  blankets  and  ammunition,  and  that  if  they  were  offer- 
ing us  a  treaty,  they  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  satisfy 
all  our  demands. 

Captain  Whiskey  spoke  next : 

Brothers  : — My  friend  Capt.  Blanket  has  indulged  himself 
in  a  little  drollery  about  blankets,  &c.,  but  I  must  speak  to 
the  point.  I  am  told  that  the  people  of  your  great  council  call 
us  a  parcel  of  drunken  raggamuflSns,  because  we  indulge  our- 
selves with  a  little  of  our  homespun  whiskey,  and  that  we 
ought  to  pay  well  for  this  extraordinary  luxury.  What  would 
they  thiuk  if  the  same  was  said  of  them  for  drinking  beer  and 
cyder  ?  Surely  the  saying  will  apply  with  equal  force  in  both 
cases.  We  say  that  our  whiskey  shall  not  be  saddled  with  an 
unequal  tax.  You  say  it  shall ;  and  to  enforce  the  collection 
of  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  per  ann.  of  nett  proceeds, 
you  will  send  an  army  of  12,950  men  or  double  that  number  if 
necessary.  This  is  a  new  fashioned  kind  of  oeconomy  indeed. 
It  is  a  pitty  this  army  had  not  been  employed  long  ago  in  as- 
sisting your  old  warrior,  Gen.  Wayne  ;  or  chastising  the  Brit- 
ish about  the  lakes.  However,  I  presume  it  is  the  present  pol- 
icy to  guard  against  offending  a  nation  with  a  king  at  their 
head.  But  remember,  brothers,  if  we  have  not  a  king  at  our 
head,  we  have  that  powerful  monarch,  Capt.  Whiskey,  to  com- 
mand us.  By  the  power  of  his  influence,  and  a  love  to  his 
person  we  are  compelled  to  every  great  and  heroic  act. 

You  know,  brothers,  that  Capt.  Whiskey  has  been  a  great 
warrior  in  all  nations  and  in  all  armies.  He  is  a  descendant  of 
that  nation  called  Ireland  ;  and  to  use  his  own  phrase,  he  has 
peopled  three-fourths  of  this  western  world  with  his  own  hand. 
We,  the  Six  United  Nations  of  White  Indians,  are  principally 
his  legitimate  offspring,  and  those  who  are  not,  have  all  im- 
bibed his  principles  and  passions — that  is  a  love  of  whiskey ; 
and  will,  therefore,  fight  for  our  bottle  till  the  last  gasp. 
Brothers,  you  must  not  think  to  frighten  us  with  fine  arranged 
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lists  of  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery,  composed  of  your  wa- 
ter-mellon  armies  from  the  Jersey  shores  ;  they  would  cut  a 
much  better  figure  in  warring  with  the  crabs  and  oysters  about 
the  Capes  of  Delaware.  It  is  a  common  thing  for  Indians  to 
fight  your  best  armies  at  the  proportion  of  one  to  five  ;  there- 
fore, we  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  attack  this  army  at 
the  rate  of  one  to  ten.  Our  nations  can,  upon  an  emergency, 
produce  twent}''  thousand  warriors  ;  you  may  then  calculate 
what -your  army  ought  to  be.  But  I  must  not  forget  that  I 
am  making  an  Indian  speech  ;  I  must,  therefore,  give  you  a 
smack  of  national  tongue — Tongash  Getchie — Tongash  Get- 
chie — very  strong  man,  me  Captain  Whiskey. 

Capt.  Alliance  next  took  the  floor  : 

Brothers: — My  friend,  Captain  Whiskey,  has  made  some 
fine  flourishes  about  the  power  of  his  all  conquering  monarch, 
Whiskej',  and  of  the  intrepidity  of  the  sons  of  St.  Patrick  in 
defence  of  their  beloved  bottle.  But  we  will  suppose,  when- 
matters  are  brought  to  the  test,  that  we  should  find  ourselves 
unequal  to  the  task  of  repelling  this  tremenduous  army,  or 
that  the  great  council  should  still  persevere  in  their  determi- 
nation of  imposing  unequal  and  oppressive  duties  upon  our 
whiskey  ;  who  knows  but  some  evil  spirit  might  prompt  us  to 
a  seperation  from  the  union,  and  call  for  the  alliance  of  some 
more  friendly  nation.  You  know  that  the  great  nation  of  Ken- 
tucky have  already  suggested  this  idea  to  us.  They  are  at 
♦present  Missisippi  mad,  and  we  are  whiskey  mad  ;  it  is,  there- 
fore, hard  to  tell  what  may  be  the'  issue  of  such  united  mad- 
ness. It  appears  as  if  the  Kentuckians  were  disposed  to  bow 
knee  to  the  Spanish  monarch  or  to  kiss  the  Pope's.  ..  .and 
wear  a  crucifix,  rather  than  be  longer  deprived  of  their  Mis- 
sisippi ;  and  we  might  be  desperate  enough,  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  an  odious  excise  or  unequal  taxes,  to  invite  Prince  Wil- 
liam Henry  or  some  other  royal  pup,  to  take  us  by  tlie  hand, 
provided  he  would  guarantee  equal  taxation  and  exen:pt  our 
whiskey. 

This  would  be  a  pleasing  overture  to  the  royal  family  of  Eng- 
land— they  would  eagerly  embrace  the  favorable  moment  to  add 
again  to  their  curtailed  dominion  in  America,  to  accommodate 
some  of  their  numerous  brood  with  kingdoms  and  principali- 
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ties.  We  would  soon  find  that  great  warrior  of  the  lakes,  Sim 
coe,  flying  to  our  relief,  and  employing  his  numerous  legions 
of  white  and  yellow  savages,  for  a  very  difierent  purpose  to 
what  they  have  now  in  view.  If  the  Kentuckians  should  also 
take  it  into  their  head  to  withhold  supplies  from  your  good  old 
warrior  Wayne,  who  is  very  often  near  starving  in  the  wil- 
derness, his  army  must  be  immediately  annihilated,  and  your 
great  council  might  forever  bid  adieu  to  their  territory  west 
of  the  mountains.  This  may  seem  very  improbable  indeed  ; 
but  as  great  wonders  have  happened  within  Europe  in  the  course 
of  three  years  past. 

Captaix  Pacificus  then  arose  and  concluded  the  business  of 
the  day: 

Brothers  : — My  friend  Alliance  has  made  some  very  alarming 
observations,  and  1  coni'ess  the}'' have  considerable  weight  with 
nie.  A  desperate  people  maybe  drove  to  desperate  resources, 
but  as  I  am  of  a  peaceable  disposition  I  shall  readily  concur  in 
every  reasonable  proposition  which  may  have  a  tendency  to 
restore  tranquility,  and  secure  our  union  upon  the  true  princi- 
ples of  equality  and  justice.  It  is  now  time  to  know  the  true 
■object  of  your  mission;  if  you  are  the  messengers  of  peace  and 
■come  to  ofier  us  a  treaty,  why  attempt  to  deliver  it  at  the  point 
of  the  bay^onet  ?  If  you  are  only  come  to  grant  pardons  for  past 
offences,  you  need  not  have  fatigued  yourselves  with  such  ex- 
traordinary dispatch  on  the  journey  :  we  have  not  yet  begged  , 
jour  pardon  ;  we  are  not  yet  at  the  gallows  or  the  guillotine,  for 
jou  will  have  to  catch  us  first  before  you  bring  us  there.  But 
iis  I  am  rather  more  of  a  counsellor  than  a  warrior,  I  am  more 
disposed  to  lay  hold  of  the  chain  than  the  tomahawk  ;  I  shall 
therefore  propose  that  a  total  suspension  of  all  hostilities  and 
the  cause  thereof,  shall  immediately  take  place  on  both  sides, 
until  the  next  meeting  of  our  great  national  council.  If  your 
powers  are  not  competent  to  this  agreement,  we  expect,  as 
vour  old  counsellors  and  peaceable  men,  that  you  will  at  least 
report  and  recommend  it  to  our  good  old  father  who  sits  at  the 
helm. 
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We  kuow  it  was  his  duty  to  make  proclamation,  &c.,  &c., 
but  we  expect  everything'  that  can  result  from  his  prudence, 
humanity  and  benevolence  towards  his  fellow  creatures. 
A  BELT,  on  which  is  inscribed, 
plenty  of  WJiii^key  without  Excise. 
[*A  fashionable  phrase  lately  adopted  by  certain  gentlemen 
in  the  service  of  Government  ] 


Jersey  Blue's  intended  answer  to  Cajjt.  Whiskey's  intended 
speech  to  the  Commissioners  at  Pittsburg,  if  their  Session  con- 
tinues till  Sept.  1st,  1794. 

Beother  : — I  Apprehend  that  your  Six  Nations  have  not  even 
the  excuse  of  drunkenness  so  usual  with  other  Savages,  to  pal- 
liate their  frothy  pretensions  :  Our  good  Father  will  find  no 
difficulty  to  brush  oft' your  cob-web  argument  {ibout  cider  and 
beer ;  and  if  the  Grand  Council  had  laid  an  excise  on  those 
articles,  it  would  not  /ie?*e  have  been  opposed  with  empty  bra- 
vado, and  made  an  excuse  to  cover  premature  ambition  and 
past  disappointments  ;  but  an  amendment,  if  necessary,  would 
have  been  procured  by  constitutional  remonstrants  and  a  change 
of  representation.  However,  Capt.  Whiske}^  be  advised  for 
once  to  use  your  sober  senses  if  you  have  any,  and,  no  longer 
intoxicated  with  a  hope  of  power  which  you  are  much  too 
feeble  to  sustain,  send  your  swiftest  runners  to  our  common 
Father  and  acknowledge  your  weakness  and  your  errors.  If 
yet  you  know  not  how  to  estimate  yourselves,  remember  that 
the  watermellon  army  of  Jersey  are  at  hand  with  500  long 
swords,  who  understand  breathing  a  vein,  1.500  shivering 
irons,  and  quantum  sufficit  of  ten  inch  howitzers  for  throwing 
a  species  of  mellon  very  useful  for  curing  a  gravel  occasioned 
by  whiskey  !  If  you  should  so  envy  our  crabs  and  oysters  as 
to  take  shelter  with  the  fresh  water  lobsters  of  the  Lakes,  don't 
tell  them  the  Jerseymeii  are  coming,  or,  by  mere  dint  of  mem- 
ory, they'll  leave  you  to  experience  a  reverse  of  calculation  ; 
and  as  you  say,  3'-ou  shall  not  hesitate,  one  to  ten,  to  attack — 
neither  will  you  hesitate,  ten  to  one,  to  run  away. 

A  JERSEY  BLUE. 
New  Jersey,  1794. 
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JERSEY  BLUES. 


[Written  by  Gov.  Ho-\vell,  of  New  Jersey,  on  the  President's  call  for 
troops  to  march  to  Western  Pennsylvania.] 

To  arms  once  more,  our  hero  cries, 
Sedition  lives  and  order  dies  ; 
To  peace  and  ease  then  bid  adieu 
And  dash  to  the  mountains,  Jersey  Blue. 

Dash  to  the  mountains,  Jersey  Blue, 

Jersey  Blue,  Jersey  Blue, 

And  dash  to  the  moufttains,  Jersey  Blue. 

Since  proud  ambition  rears  its  head, 
And  murders  rage,  and  discords  spread, 
To  save  from  spoil  the  virtuous  few, 
Dash  over  the  mountains,  Jersey  Blue. 

Roused  at  the  call,  with  magic  sound, 
The  drums  and  trumpets  circle  round, 
As  soon  the  corps  their  route  pursue — 
So  dash  to  the  mountains,  Jersey  Blue. 

Unstain'd  with  crimes,  unus'd  to  fear, 

In  deep  array  our  youths  appear,  ^ 

And  fly  to  crush  the  rebel  crew, 

Or  die  m  the  mountains,  Jersey  Blue. 

Tho'  tears  bedew  the  m^aidens'  cheeks, 

And  storms  hang  round  the  mountains  bleak, 

'Tis  glory  calls,  to  love  adieu, 

Then  dash  to  the  mountains,  Jersey'  Blue. 

Should  foul  misrule  and  party  rage 
With  law  and  liberty  engage. 
Push  home  your  steel,  you'll  soon  re-view 
Your  native  plains,  brave  Jersey  Blue. 

Dash  to  the  mountains,  Jersey  Blue, 

Jersey  Blue,  Jersey  Blue, 

And  dash  to  the  mountains,  Jersey  Blue. 
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o  GEN.    KNOX,  SECRETARY    OF    WAR,    TO    GOVERNOR 

■5-  xMIFFLIN. 

r  

QT"  War  Depaktment, 

^  June  25,  1791. 

£  Sir  : — I  have  the  pleasure  herewith  to  forward  you  a  copy 

of  the  narrative  of  Col.  Proctor,  iu  his  journey  to  the  Indians 
of  the  North-west,  for  your  Information. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  Obed't  Serv't, 

H.  KNOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


NARRATIVE  OF  COLONEL  THOMAS  PROCTOR, 


2'o  the  Hon.  Major  General  H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir: — The  following  Diary  is  respectfully  submitted  for  his-- 
inspection,  being  transacted  under  his  commission,  granted  to 
Thomas  Proctor.  Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  bearing  date 
March  10th,  1791,  accompanied  with  messages  from  him  to  the 
several  Indian  nations  inhabiting  the  waters  near  Lake  Erie,  the 
Miamies  and  the  Wabash,  the  same  being  intended  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  peace  and  friendly  intercourse  between  the  said 
nations  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

March  llth. 
Received   a  draft  from  the   Secretary  of  War,   on  Joseph' 
Howell,   Esq  ,  paymaster,  for  the  sum  of  600   dollars.     Pur- 
chased a  horse  from   Richard  Hunt,  for    the  use  of  Captaia 
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Houdin,  sent  as  my  companion  into  that  country — price  £25. 
4s.  Purchased  saddlery  from  L  Polk,  the  equipment  of  two 
horses  as  per  bill  rendered — £16.  lis.  Money  advanced  Cap- 
tain Houdin,  to  be  accounted  for  by  him,  £16.  17s.  6d,  M'- 
Fadden's  draught  of  North  America,  &c.,  12s.  6d.;  pocket 
compass,  best  kind,  16s.  8d.;  tin  box  and  oil  case,  lis.  Sd.; 
as  also  two  small  books  and  one  quire  of  paper,  9s.  4|d. 

March  I2th. 
Left  the  city  of  Philadelphia  accompanied  by  Captain  M. 
G.  Houdin  under  a  heavy  rain,  fully  evidencing  our  intention 
to  stop  at  no  difficulties  until  we  should  gain  the  settlement  of 
Cornplanter,  alias  Capt.  O'Beel,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Seneca 
nation  residing  on  the  head-waters  of  the  Allegheny  river. 
Our  first  setting  out  was  big  >vith  difficulties,  and  foreboded 
some  extraordinary'-  events ;  for,  on  crossing  the  Perkiomen, 
Captain  Houdin's  horse,  after  tasting  of  the  water,  (which  is 
customary  with  him,)  laid  down  in  the  same,  and  were  both 
nearly  covered.  On  the  horse's  rising  immediately  afterwards, 
the  Captain's  foot  being  fast  in  the  stirrup,  the  horse  made 
several  lashes  at  him  with  his  hind  feet  before  be  could  disen- 
gage himself,  but  happily  received  no  other  injury.  Dined 
this  day  at  Norrington,  paid  9s.  9d.;  other  contingent  expen- 
ses, 12s      Staid  this  night  with  Major  Swaiue. 

3Iarch  13lh. 
Laying  on  double  soles  on  a  pair  of  boots,  4s.  9d. ;  shoeing 
a  horse,  4s. ;  horse  feed,  wine  and  bitters,  4s.  6d.  ;  dinners, 
&c.,  at  Pottsgrove,  9s.  4^d.     Halted  for  the  night  at  Cimleses' 
tavern,  13s.  lOd. 

llarch  Uth. 

Breakfasts,  &;c.,  at  Reading,  9s.  4d. ;  purchase  of  a  toma- 
hawk, 3s.  9d. ;  straps  of  a  saddle.  Proceeded  from  thence 
to  Caraher's  town,  in  company  with  Mr.  Potts  and  Mr.  Baird, 
the  latter  of  which  gentlemen  informed  me,  that  he  was  en- 
gaged to  attend  General  St.  Clair  to  Fort  "Washington,  whither 
the  General  was  immediately  to  proceed,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  a  campaign  against  the  Miami  and  other  Indians,  who  are 
daily  committing  of  murders  on  the  defenceless  inhabitants  on 
the  frontier  settlements.     Expenses  this  m'ght,  15s.  lOd. 
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March  Ibth. 

Set  forward  this  morning  on  our  journey  by  daylight ; 
breakfasted  at  Orwick's  tavern,  6s.  9d.  ;  Hallers,  do  ;  refresh- 
ment, 5s.  7^d.  Halted  for  the  night  at  Tresher's  tavern,  ex- 
pense, 13s.  6d.  The  roads  from  Philadelphia  hither,  nearly 
impassable,  occasioned  by  the  heavy  rains  that  had  fallen  for 
several  days  past,  and  with  some  danger  we  forded  the  little 
Schuylkill;  and,  on  this  day's  journey,  we  crossed  the  Blue 
mountain. 

March  \Uh. 

Dined  at  Leidenbuigh's  tavern,  and  was  informed  that 
1,200  acre  tract  of  land  that  1  had  purchased  of  Daniel  Rees, 
in  Northumberland,  was  situated  three  miles  from  his  house, 
watered  by  the  Cattawissey,  and  joining  lauds  of  Captain  Ma- 
son, of  Philadelphia.  Dinners,  and  for  horses,  lis.  3d.  Lay 
this  night  at  Ilughsburgh,  at  the  house  of  George  KnefTer- 
bergher.  By  him,  I  was  informed  of  twenty-five  tracts  of 
land  1  have  on  Big  Fishing  creek,  which  empties  into  the  east 
branch  of  the  Susquehannah,  about  two  miles  above  Ilughs- 
burgh.    Expenses  this  night,  18s.  lO^d. 

March  11th, 
Crossed  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna;  fed  our  horses, 
&c.,  at  Miller's  tavern,  and  paid  including  ferriages  over  Fish- 
ing creek  and  shoeing  a  horse,  17s.  3d.  Lay  this  night  at 
Berwick,  a  small  town,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Sue* 
quehannah.     Expesises  of  the  night,  lis.  lOd. 

March  ISth. 
Proceeded  on  our  journey  up  the  west  side  of  the  Susque- 
hannah, above  twelve  miles  ;  and  in  endeavoring  to  go  through 
the  narrows,  the  river  being  exceeding  high  and  rapid,  had  a  nar" 
i"ow  escape  of  drowning  myself  and  horse,  as  was  the  case  with 
Captain  Houdin.  With  great  difficulty  we  mounted  the  summit 
of  a  steep  precipiece,  being  unable  to  return  by  the  same  defile 
we  had  attempted  to  pass  through.  From  this  I  endeavored  to 
go  around  the  mountain,  which  lay  along  the  river;  and,  after 
havingtravelled  onehourand  a  half,  over  themostrugged  ground 
and  seeing  no  end  to  the  ridge  of  mountains,  we  shaped  our 
course  through  the  woods,  to  the  place  from  whence  we  de- 
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parted  in  the  morning  ;  and,  by  the  entreaty  of  our  host,  the 
ferryman  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Susquehannah  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  venture  over  the  river  with  his  flat,  which  he 
did,  with  the  assistance  of  four  other  men,  and  conducted  us 
across,  for  which  I  paid  him  15s.  Dinners  and  putting  one 
new  shoe  on  a  horse,  with  other  repairs,  13s.  Id.  From  thence 
we  proceeded  on  the  road  for  Wilksburg  by  the  way  of  the 
mountain  path,  as  dangerous  for  man  and  horse  as  was  possi- 
ble to  encounter  with;  and  at  9  o'clock  in  the  night  we  reached 
the  first  house  in  the  settlement  of  Wyoming ;  but,  there  being 
no  feed  for  our  horses,  I  hired  a  guide  to  conduct  us  to  a  place 
to  lodge  in.     Paid  for  a  night's  fare,  ISs.  6d. 

March  \Wi. 

Arrived  at  Wilksburg  about  eleven  o'clock  ;  halted  here  for 
the  night,  in  order  to  rest  our  horses,  which  were  much  fa- 
tigued and  jaded.  I  should  have  mentioned  in  its  place,  that 
I  did  not  open  the  instructions  I  had  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  before  my  arrival  at  Reading,  owing  to  an  inten- 
tion with  me,  that  no  person,  not  even  any  of  my  family,  should 
know  what  errand  I  was  sent  upon.  This  threw  me  exceed- 
ingly out  of  my  road  and  by  the  worst  way  ;  for,  had  I  known 
that  Wilksburg  was  my  route  to  Cornplanter's  I  should  have 
went  through  Bethlehem,  which  would  have  been  fifty  miles 
nearer  than  the  way  I  went ;  spent  the  afternoon  at  our  lodg- 
ings with  Colonel  Butler  and  Captain  Grubb.  The  former  was 
an  ofiicer  in  the  Connecticut  line  and  stationed  here  during  the 
late  war,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  against 
the  British  and  Indians,  in  v;hich  station  he  proved  to  be  a 
vigilant  and  brave  officer.  The  latter  part  of  the  evening  I 
accompanied  Colonel  Pickering,  prothonotary  of  the  county 
and  late  adjutant  general  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
Here  we  equipped  ourselves  with  a  tinderbox,  flints,  steel,  &c., 
paid  48.  6d  ;  and  for  helving  a  tomahawk  and  leather  sling  for 
same,  4s  9d.  Expenses  at  Mr.  Fell's,  pait  of  two  days,  4l8. 
8d.  and  for  powder  and  horn  5s.  7|d.  i\Iuch  snow  fell  while 
we  remained  at  this  place.     Weather  extremely  cold. 

2Iarch2{)ih. 

This  day  we  set  forward  for  Captain  Waterman  Baldwin's  ; 
arrived  there  in  the  evening;  halted  for  him  part  of  two  days 
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as  I  Lad  orders  to  take  him  with  nie  to  the  residence  of  the 
Cornplanter,  at  which  place  he  was  intended  to  act  as  instruc. 
tor  of  the  Indian  youth,  as  also  a  director  in  the  mode  and 
management  of  agriculture  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  In- 
dians. This  gentleman  was  made  prisoner  by  Cornplanter  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  and  was  treated  by  him  with  remarkable  ten- 
derness until  legally  exchanged.  Paid  for  two  bushels  of  oats 
and  two  bags,  13s.  Ud.;  washing,  '2s.  Cd.;  expense  at  Bald- 
win's, 30b. 

March  22d. 

Ferriage  to  C;iptain  Jenkins  passing  the  first  narrows  of 
Susquehannah,  78.  Gd.  Paid  for  gammon,  bread  and  Spiri+s, 
32s.  6d.  to  John  Davis.  Encamped  this  evening  in  the  woods 
thirteen  miles  from  Lahawanock,  on  the  water  of  Buttermilk 
falls.  This  cataract  has  a  beautiful  appearance  from  the  river. 
It  falls  upward  of  eighty  feet;  and  the  place  it  issues  through 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  about  six  in  width,  and  its  tor- 
rent is  so  strong  that  it  is  sufficient  to  serve  many  mills  at  one 
time. 

This  place  I  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  minutely 
when  going  on  the  expedition  with  General  Sullivan  against 
the  savages  in  the  year  1779,  at  which  time  I  had  the  command 
of  214  vessels  on  the  Susquehanna,  taking  with  me  the  ])rovi- 
sions  and  stores  of  6,000  men.  We  anchored  ofT  this  cataract 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  August,  and  I  landed  and  passed 
to  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  review  so  great  a  curiosity.    • 

March  2Sd. 

The  Susquehannah  being  so  extremely  high  and  all  the  waters 
leading  thereto,  compelled  us  to  quit  the  river  road  and  go  by 
that  lately  cut  (though  not  cleared)  by  John  Nicholson,  Esq., 
comptroller  general  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  We  reached 
the  settlement  called  the  Hawbottom,  which  consisted  of  about 
fourteen  families,  the  land  exceeding  rich,  inferior  to  none 
about  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  but  the  lands  between  this 
place  and  our  last  encampment  were  chiefly  covered  with  hem- 
lock timber,  cold  soil  and  unfit  for  culture,  and  one  continued 
rise  for  nearly  thirteen  miles  with  little  intermission.  Took 
dinner  at  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Stephens,  and  purchased  from 
him  two  bushels  of  oats  which  he  had  for  seed  ;  and  having 
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brought  it  afar  off,  cbarged  for  the  same  3s.  9d.  per  busheL 
Paid  for  three  persons  eating  and  feed  for  the  horses,  12s.  6d.; 
one  horse  bells,  4s.  6d.;  three  cakes  sugar,  4s.  6d.  Encamped 
this  evening  with  some  sugar  boilers  in  a  hut  not  finished. 
The  promoter  of  this  manufactory,  which  appeared  to  be  very 
extensive  from  the  number  of  kettles  and  apparatus  belong- 
ing thereto,  is  the  comptroller  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ; 
and  the  conductor  of  the  works,  Mr.  John  Jones,  of  North- 
umberland county.  They  were  unfortunate  enough  two  days 
befure  to  lose  moPt  of  their  provision  by  the  oversetting  of  a 
canoe  in  the  main  branch  of  the  Lahawanock  ;  but,  of  the  pro- 
visions we  had,  we  gave  to  them  what  we  could  spare,  preser- 
ving what  we  thought  would  take  us  to  Tioga  Point,  supposed 
86  miles.  The  taking  of  this  road  which  is  cut  about  20  feet 
in  width,  the  trees  lying  across  the  same  and  in  every  direc- 
tion, was  not  a  matter  of  choice  but  necessity  ;  for  the  river 
road  was  impassable.  By  the  taking  of  this  we  escaped  some 
deep  waters. 

March  2Wi. 

We  arrived  at  the  cabin  of  Richard  McNemara,  fed  our  horses 
with  the  corn  that  we  brought  with  us,  for  we  had  none  but 
about  two  quarts  for  his  own  use  ;  they,  however,  provided  us 
with  a  dish  of  rye  coffee,  made  fine  with  the  pole  of  an  axe  on 
a  smooth  stone,  and  maple  sugar  as  bright  and  as  well  tasted 
as  the  best  8d  sugar  in  Philadelphia  ;  and,  as  they  deemed  it 
would  be  charity  to  us,  they  gave  of  the  juice  of  the  maple, 
which  appeared  as  clear  as  the  limpid  stream  and  pleasant  to 
the  taste  and  deemed  very  wholesome  ;  paid  for  eating,  3s.  9d. 
We  were  obliged  to  encamp  early  this  afternoon  under  a  very 
heavy  storm  of  rain,  thunder  and  lightning,  and  what  is  very 
remarkable,  the  snow  was  in  general  fifteen  inches  deep  on  the 
ground. 

March  25lh. 

We  still  traveled  by  the  way  of  Nicholson's  road,  till  we 
reached  the  one  cut  by  Mr.  Ellicott,  geographer  to  the  United 
States,  which  leads  to  the  great  bend  on  the  east  branch  of 
the  Susquehannah,  and  to  describe  the  same  it  is  hardly  possi- 
ble, but  to  say  the  least  of  them,  there  is  none  can  equal  them 
for  height  of  mountains,  and  swampy  valleys.     Encamped  this 
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night  ten  miles  from  Tioga  Point  ;  heavy  rain  as  usual,  car 
horses  worn  down  and  ourselves  more  than  commonly  fatigued  ; 
had  naught  to  eat  ourselves  or  for  our  horses  ;  and  I  may  say  with 
propriety,  that  until  we  arrived  at  Tioga,  to  save  our  horses, 
T7e  travelled  on  foot  more  than  half  of  the  way  from  the  town 
of  Reading. 

March  2Qih. 

We  arrived  at  the  Ferry  at  Tioga  Point,  crossed  to  the  flats, 
paid  ferriage,  3s.  9d.  ;  repair  of  horse  shoes,  5s.  From  thence 
we  proceeded  on  our  way  to  Newtown  Point,  and  lodged  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  William  Wynkoop.  At  Tioga  Point,  I  was 
compelled  to  purchase  a  pack  horse,  as  the  route  we  had  to 
take  from  the  Painted  Post  to  the  Genesee,  was  not  inhabited, 
which,  by  computation,  was  99  miles.  Captain  Baldwin  also 
purchased  another  horse,  the  better  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
the  farming  business  for  the  Cornplantcr,  and  for  which  I  ad- 
vanced him  75s.,  to  be  accounted  for  by  him  in  his  settlement 
with  the  Secretary  of  War.  From  hence,  I  also  took  a  guide 
named  Peter,  in  his  own  language  Cayautha,  there  being 
nothing  but  a  blind  path  to  the  Genesee  river;  so  that  my  re- 
tinue, at  this  time,  amounted  to  three  white  men,  one  Indian 
and  five  horses.  The  horse  designed  as  a  pack  horse,  I  re- 
ceived on  the  order  of  Colonel  HoUinback,  on  Mr  Guy  Max- 
well, his  partner  in  trade  at  Tioga,  for  which  I  drew  in  favor 
of  them,  on  my  daughter  in  Philadelphia,  £15,  for  the  horse, 
arid  for  a  saddle  and  bridle,  value  £3  ;  took  up  our  quarters 
this  night  in  company  with  Mr.  Jabez  Colloor,  a  dissenting 
minister,  at  the  aforesaid  Wynkoop's,  with  whom  we  spent  a 
most  agreeable  evening,  and,  during  our  conversation  together, 
he  enjoined  me,  in  a  very  becoming  manner,  should  I  at  any 
time  see  the  honorable  Major  General  Sullivan,  late  the  com- 
mander-in-chief against  the  Indians,  in  the  year  1779,  to  ten- 
der to  him  the  grateful  thanks  of  himself  and  his  parishioners, 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Tioga,  for  opening  a  way  into 
the  wilderness,  under  the  guidance  of  Providence,  to  the  well 
doing  of  hundreds  of  poor  families  for  life. 

Sunday,  March  21th. 

Dined  at  Mr,  Isaac  Baldwin's,  and  halted  for  the  night,  and 
reviewed  the  ground  on  which  the  British  and  Indians  were 
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entreucliod  for  better  fbau  a  mile,  against  the  forces  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Sullivan.  I  also  saw  many  traces 
made  by  our  round  and  grape  shot  against  them,  and  a  largo 
collection  of  pieces  of  5|  Inch  shells,  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  formerly  causing  to  be  exploded  amongst  them.  Expenses 
at  Mr.  Baldwin's  for  present  diet,  provisions  and  forage,  53s. 
lOd. 

March  28//i. 

Took  breakfast  at  William  Dunn's;  for  four  persons,  6s.  ; 
oats  and  spirits,  4s.  Tgd  ;  also  one  chain  halter  for  a  horse,  20s 
From  thence  we  proceeded  to  the  Painted  Post,  or  Cohocton, 
in  the  Indian  language  ;  dined  and  refreshed  our  horses,  it  be- 
ing the  last  house  we  should  meet  with  ere  we  should  reach 
the  Genesee  river.  Addition  of  stores  for  ourselves  and 
horses,  36s.  lid.;  present  dining,  14s.  3d.;  four  new  horse 
shoes,  &c.,  6s.  9d,  ;  spirits,  Is.  10|d.  Here  I  was  joined  com- 
pany by  a  Mr.  George  Slocum,  who  followed  us  from  Wyom- 
ing, to  place  himself  under  our  protection  and  assistance,  un- 
til we  should  reach  the  Cornplanter's  settlement,  on  the  head 
waters  of  the  Allegheny,  to  the  redeeming  of  his  sister  from 
an  unpleasing  captivity  of  twelve  years,  to  which  end  he  beg- 
ged our  immediate  interposition.  On  the  leaving  the  Painted 
Post,  we  entered  the  Warrior's  path,  lying  on  the  north-east 
side  of  the  Tioga  river.  We  had  not  gone  above  five  miles 
up  the  same  before  we  fixed  our  encampment,  having  com- 
pleted thirty-five  miles  this  day,  which  was  more  than  we  had 
done  any  one  day,  within  seventeen  days,  since  we  left  the 
city,  it  having  rained  or  snowed  every  day  since,  and  the 
worst  of  roads  to  encounter  with,  for,  as  we  passed  over  moun- 
tains and  valleys,  the  frosts  were  just  mellowed  enough  to  ad- 
mit our  falling  through  in  some  places,  knee  depth  to  the 
horses  ;  rained  this  night  as  usual. 

AFarch  2bth. 

Continued  our  route  by  the  aforesaid  path  this  day  through 
level  land,  covered  chiefly  with  hemlock  timber,  and  interspersed 
with  sugar  tree  bottoms  and  through  which  we  frequently  en- 
countered, with  deep  sloughs  and  morasses.  In  one  of  them 
which  had  the  appearance  of  a  long  pond,  variegated  with 
ehrubberry,  Captain  Baldwin,  while  leading  our  forage  horse, 
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was  by  a  sudden  check,  brought  backwards  from  the  horse  he 
was  riding-  and  immersed  in  the  water,  so  as  to  be  entirely 
covered.  Tlie  same  fate  had  nearly  happened  to  myself,  mj' 
war  horse's  feet  fastening  between  two  trees  which  lay  on  the 
bottom,  of  which  he  fell.  All  this  night  we  had  rain,  and  with 
much  difficulty  could  light  a  fire,  at  the  same  time  piercing 
cold. 

2Iarch  oOlh.  ■ 

We  began  our  journey  before  sunrise,  the  usual  time  of  our 
moving,  and  on  the  way  we  discovered  in  many  places  fine 
land  ;  the  timber  chiefly  sugar  tree  maple  and  beech,  and  on 
this  day  we  passed  three  principal  mountains,  the  last  of  which, 
the  Allegheny,  that  divides  the  Tioga  river  from  the  Coshe- 
qua.  The  latter  river  runs  through  a  tine  flat,  resembling  much 
the  flats  below  Tioga  ;  here  Captain  John  resides,  and  one 
white  family  only.  1  did  not  see  the  chief,  he  being  from  home 
a  hunting;  I  should  have  premised  that  the  course  of  the  War- 
rior's path  gives  a  traveller  a  sight  of  the  river  Tioga,  up- 
wards of  sixty  miles,  and  by  such  a  way  I  would  never  desire 
to  travel  again.  The  next  principal  water  we  crossed,  is  cal- 
led, in  the  Indian  language,  Connesserago,  from  whence  it  is 
called  twelve  miles  to  the  Genesee  river,  where  we  were  con- 
ducted by  our  Indian  guide  to  the  house  of  Captain  Ebenezer 
Allen,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  having  rode  hard  and  con- 
stant to  reach  it,  both  our  horses  and  ourselves  much  fatigued. 
I  purchased  from  an  Indian  squaw  one  and  a  half  bushels  corn, 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  ahalf  per  bushel  and  refused  to  let 
me  have  any  more  at  a  less  price  ;  adding  that  the  white  peo- 
ple had  made  them  pay  more  the  last  year,  when  a  scarcity  of 
corn  was  among  them  ;  and  that  at  this  place  there  was  neither 
hay  nor  grass  for  our  horses  to  exist  upon. 

March  31s/. 

This  morning  I  found  myself  in  a  settlement  of  Indians,  cal- 
led the  Squawkey  tribe,  but  a  branch  of  the  Seneca  nation  ; 
having  no  interpreter  with  me,  I  wrote  a  letter  directed  to  Cap- 
tain Allen,  or  Horatio  Jones,  and  sent  it  by  a  runner  by  the 
way  of  Connewago,  or  at  such  a  place  where  he  could  meet 
with  cither  of  them,  requesting  that  whosoever  received  it 
should  repair  to  Squawkey  Hill  to  meet  me  ;  and  should  they 
SG— Vol.  IV. 
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meet  any  Indian  chiefs  ov  warriors,  to  invite  them  to  meet  me 
also,  having  business  of  importance  from  General  Washington, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  lay  before  their  nation. 
I  at  the  same  time  despatched  two  other  runners,  one  to  go  to 
the  several  sugar  camps  adjacent  to  give  them  the  like  infor- 
mation, and  the  other  to  repair  to  the  habitations  of  Captain 
Big  Tree  and  Little  Beard,  who  resided  about  seven  miles  from 
licnce  and  deemed  to  bo  principal  chiefs.  To  each  I  paiil  one 
dollar  for  their  services.  By  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  and 
in  the  evening,  several  Indian  warriors  and  chiefs  arrived  at 
Mr.  Allen's  habitation  ;  amongst  the  latter,  Captain  Little 
Beard,  Stump  Foot,  and  the  Black  Chief;  said  Stump  Foot 
being  the  leader  of  the  Squawkey  settlement,  residing  on  the 
high  lands  above  the  Genesee  river,  and  from  which  blufi"  com- 
mands a  beautiful  landscape  of  the  great  flats  on  the  Genesee, 
being  in  width  about  four  miles,  and  the  length  from  Caraha- 
derra  about  forty-seven  miles  towards  lake  Ontario,  where  the 
said  river  empties  into  it;  the  soil  exceedingly  rich,  the  land 
as  level  as  .a  bowling  green,  beautifully  interspersed  with 
groves  of  trees,  some  of  tlirce  acres  and  not  more  than  five. 

April  \st. 
Mr.  Horatio  Jones,  Indian  interpreter,  arrived  this  morning, 
and  about  eleven  o'clock  there  were  thirty  odd  Indians  col- 
lected agreeable  to  my  invitation.  And  shortly  afterwards,  I 
convened  them  into  council,  and  introduced  my  message  by 
some  prefatory  sentiments,  touching  on  the  candor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  and  of  the  unexampled  conduct  of  his 
Excellency  the  President,  in  the  late  interview  he  had  with  the 
Cornplanter  and  others,  who  appeared  as  representatives  in  be- 
half of  the  Six  nations,  by  restoring  unto  them  all  their  lands, 
which  they  feared  were  held  from  them  by  the  power  of  the  United 
States,  by  which  act  of  his  goodness,  their  situations  in  life  were 
made  comfortable,  and  as  lasting  as  they  should  demean  them- 
selves as  faithful  friends  to  the  United  States,  and  by  such  a 
becoming  deportment,  it  would  entail  lasting  happiness  to 
their  children's  children.  This  simple  introduction  being 
ended,  I  re^id  the  message  to  them  from  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War;  having  ended  the  same,  they  signified  their  full 
approbation,  in  their  accustomed  manner.     For  the  particu- 
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lars  of  their  answer,  whicli  was  delivered  by  Captain  Little 
Beard,  their  principal  speaker,  see  a  subsequent  page. 

Captain  Little  Beard  in  the  close  of  his  speech,  acquainted 
me  that  their  great  warrior,  Captain  O'Becl,  or  Gyactawanka 
in  the  L)dian  languag'tj,  had  arrived  at  Pittsburg  from  Pliiladel- 
phia,  and  sent  out  runners  from  tlience  to  summon  the  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  tlie  Si.K  Nations  at  Bufl'ilo,  v/here  he  desired 
that  the  great  council  fire  might  be  kindled,  and  wheie  lie 
should  laj'  before  them  all  the  business  that  had  been  done  by 
him  at  Philadelphia,  and  tho  public  papers  and  documents 
which  .he  had  received  for  the  Six  Nations  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This  information  induced 
me  to  prepare  myself  for  going  to  Bufl'alo  in  the  morning  in- 
stead of  continuing  my  route  toO'Beel's  town,  and  urged  it  upon 
them  in  a  very  pressing  manner  that  they  would  accompany 
me  on  this  deserving  errand  to  Bufialo,  as  its  design  was  big 
V7ith  advantages  to  every  Indian  on  the  continent.  Five  of 
them  immediately  offered  to  attend  Captain  Hondin  and  myself 
and  chiefs  of  the  first  notoriety  in  this  settlement,  and  accord- 
ingly appointed  a  sugar  camp  eight  miles  distant  the  place  of 
meeting  in  the  morning,  where  they  must  go  and  acquaint 
their  people  of  this  hasty  departure. 

I  now  made  the  necessary  inquiry  M-hetber  it  was  easy  to 
obtain  a  good  interpreter  at  Builalo  or  otherwise;  and  being 
informed  that  there  were  no  interpreter  there  but  those  under 
British  pay  and  establishment,  I  conceived  it  a  duty  incumbent 
on  me  to  engage  Mr.  Jones  as  being  a  proper  person  for  my 
business  from  the  reputation  he  bore  from  inquiries  I  had  made, 
and  I  accordingly  agreed  with  him  in  the  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  to  pay  him  the  customary  wages  so  long  as  I  should 
find  occasion  ior  his  services. 

Having  for  the  best  part  of  two  days  caused  provisions  to 
be  provided  for  myself  and  people  and  for  several  Indians  who 
lived  at  a  considerable  distance  from  here,  and  at  a  consider- 
able expense  to  Mr.  Allen  and  much  trouble  to  his  family,  I 
proposed  to  make  him  restitution  by  payment  wluch  he  mod- 
estly refused,  adding,  that  I  was  going  into  a  country  where 
I  would  have  occasion  for  my  money;  I  therefore  treated  his 


664  COL.  PP.OCTOR'S  JOURNAL. 

politeness  in  that  manner  which  1  thought  would  least  offend 
him,  by  saying  he  must  receive  at  my  hand  in  Philadelphia  a 
best  beaver  hat  and  four  dollars'  worth  in  any  thing  Mrs.  Allen 
should  chuse  to  send  for,  estimating  the  whole  at  eleven  dol- 
lars, for  which  I  hold  myself  in  honor  bound  to  perform.  Paid 
for  22  bushels  corn  to  Mr.  Fori'esl,  12s.  Id.;  amount  of  Jno. 
Jones'  bill,  Hour,  spii'its  and  stores  laid  in  for  O'Beel's  town, 
i]5s.  Id. 

April  2d. 

Departed  from  the  council  fire  at  Squav»^key  Hill  to  proceed 
by  the  way  of  Tanawandy,  to  Buftalo,  presumed  distance  be- 
tween 90  and  100  miles  ;  but,  agreeable  to  my  promise  to  the 
chiefs  yesterday,  I  had  to  call  for  them  at  their  sugar  encamp- 
ment. On  my  M'ay  thither,  I  stopped  at  the  hut  of  Stump  Foot, 
with  the  Black  Chief,  who  accompained  me,  just  at  the  instant 
that  a  runner  had  arrived  there  from  Buffalo  creek,  who  brought 
the  information  that  the  council  fire  at  that  place  had  been 
quenched  by  the  direction  of  the  chiefs  who  had  lighted  the 
.eame,  at  the  instance  of  O'Beel's  message  to  them,  and  the  same 
fire  was  to  be  covered  for  one  moon,  in  the  words  following 
which  he  received  from  the  groat  council,  directed  to  the  chiefs 
.and  warriors  in  this  settlement,  viz  : 

"Brothers:  We  know  from  our  former  intimation  to  you 
to  meet  us  here,  that  you  are  just  now  rising  from  your  seats, 
with  your  backs  bent  bearing  your  loaded  hoppas  ;  but  on 
iiearing  us  speak,  you  must  sit  down  again  on  your  seats  and 
remain  there  for  one  moon,  until  you  shall  hear  that  our  great 
■Avarrior,  O'Beel,  (^alias  Gyantawanka  in  the  Indian,)  shall  ar- 
rive at  Buffalo  and  light  it  again." 

Upon  this  sudden  information  to  me,  and  their  determina- 
tion to  continue  as  above  directed,  I  concluded  to  change  my 
route  from  this  place,  and  go  for  the  Oil  Springs  near  which 
the  Cornplanter  has  his  residence,  and  of  which  intention  of 
mine,  I  immediately  informed  them  and  added,  that  should  I 
be  so  happy  as  to  meet  him  at  home,  I  would  use  ever  possi- 
ble endeavor  to  bring  forward  to  Buffalo,  Captain  O'Beel  and 
his  chiefs  in  order  to  rekindle  the  council  fire,  as  my  intended 
interview  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  would  have  the 
most  happy  effect  by  being  instrumental  in  preserving  the  lives 
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of  many  hundreds  of  our  fellow  men,  wlicn  staying  one  moon 
longer  might  prove  forever  too  late.  On  these  remarks  we 
parted,  and  I  proceeded  with  my  people  to  a  village  eight 
miles  distant,  called  Nondas,  and  halted  for  the  night  at  the 
hut  of  a  white  woman  who  had  been  with  the  savages  from  her 
infancy,  and  had  borne  to  one  of  them  nine  children,  all  cf 
whom  were  living.  Two  of  her  daughters  I  have  seen,  pos- 
sessing fair  features,  bearing  the  bloom  upon  their  cheeks  and 
inclining  to  the  side  of  beauty  ;  and  her  second  son  hud  lately 
been  adopted  a  sachem  and  styled  the  promoter  of  peace. 
Paid  for  two  cakes,  sugar  and  Lidian  bread,  7s.  6d.  S)iow. 
this  day  and  excessive  cold. 

Sunday,  April  'id. 

Arrived  this  day  at  an  Indian  village  called  Canaseder,  situ- 
ated on  a  high  bluff  of  land,  over-looking  the  Genesee  river. 
It  consisted  of  about  30  houses,  and  some  of  them  done  in  a 
way  that  showed  some  taste  in  the  workmen.  The  town  was 
vacated  by  its  inhabitants  principally,  save  only  one  squaw  and 
a  young  girl,  who  were  left  as  guards  to  the  interests  of  others, 
who  were  out  providing  sugar  for  their  general  stock.  \\\  this 
place  was  erected  a  wooden  statue,  (ordeit}',)  fashir»ne(l  like  a 
fierce  looking  sage.  This  form  they  worship  by  dancing  before 
it  on  certain  festive  occasions  or  new  moons,  looking  on  it  as 
through  a  veil  or  assistant,  whereby  they  pay  adoration  to  the 
Supreme  Spirit,  as  knowing  it  hath  a  form,  but  not  a  substance. 
This  day  we  were  compelled  to  swim  our  horses  three  limes 
over  the  Genesee  river,  and  at  one  of  the  crossings.  Captain 
lloudin's  horse  took  down  the  current  with  him  and  could  not 
steer  him  to  the  intended  shore,  having  crossed  the  reins  of  his 
bridle  at  mounting,  and  were  it  not  that  he  had  left  the  horse 
to  his  own  management,  (by  our  entreaties,)  and  our  Indian 
guide  rushing  into  the  water  to  his  assistance,  and  the  horse 
turning  for  him.  the  Captain  must  have  certainly  drowned  in 
the  current,  which  was  excessively  rapid  a  little  lower  down. 

Apy^il  ith. 

This  morning  we  again  swam  our  horses  over  tlie  same  river, 
and  had  the  assistance  of  a  canoe,  for  which  I  paid  Os.  0  1  and 
crossed  it  again  10  miles  higher  up,  near  the  emptying  of  a 
small  hike.     Here,  likewise,  we  had  the  assistance  ol'  a  canoe 
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to  cany  over  our  saddles,  &c.  Paid  for  the  same,  3s.  9d.  At 
this  vil!ag-e  resides  a  Mr.  James  Latta,  a  trader,  from  whom  I 
purchased  bread  and  sugar,  the  latter  to  answer  the  end  of 
meat,  as  likewise  some  spirits,  for  which  I  paid  him  16e.  lid. 
From  this  place  we  had  scarcely  the  trace  of  a  path,  and  took 
up  our  encampment  for  the  night  at  an  old  Indian  encampment, 
where  the  covering  of  their  wigwams  served  to  shelter  us  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

April  bth. 
"We  gained  an  Indian  settlement  called  Obhishew  situate  on 
the  waters  of  Oil  creek,  the  emptying  of  which  into  the  Alle- 
gheny about  two  hundred  yards  below  the  hut ;  in  crossing 
the  Oil  creek  at  a  very  steep  shelving  place,  my  horse  fell 
backward  into  the  water;  I  happily  disengaged  myself  from 
falling  under  him,  but  got  wet  through  all  my  clothes.  We 
then  entered  the  cabin  of  an  old  Seneca  chief  who  called  him- 
self Captain  Joseph  Hays;  I  knew  him  well  tbirty-two  years 
before  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  he  professed  having  some  small  recol- 
lection of  me,  spoke  English  well,  and  finding  him  conversant 
I  gave  him  to  understand  the  business  I  was  on  to  the  Six 
Nations,  and  of  the  assistance  I  expected  to  receive  from  them 
as  friends  to  the  Thirteen  Fires.  lie  seemed  very  cheerful  upon 
the  occasion,  and  assured  me  that  I  should  see  him  at  Buffalo 
as  soon  as  the  council  fire  should  bd  lighted  by  O'Becl.  From 
him  r  bought  two  hams  of  fresh  venison  and  Indian  bread 
without  any  salt,  for  we  had  none  in  our  possession,  not  dream- 
ing of  it  being  80  scarce  and  precious  an  article  in  this  country. 
We  encamped  this  night  at  the  great  bend  of  the  Allegheny, 
(so  called,)  on  a  tract  of  fine  level  land  covered  with  plum  trees 
in  abundance.  At  this  place  we  discovered  the  ruins  of  a 
number  of  Indian  huts  forming  regularly  with  each  other  like 
a  strectway.  This  place  was  formei'l}'  called  by  the  Indians 
Dunewangua. 

April  6th. 
This  incrning  having  advanced  about  4  miles,  we  met  two 
Indian  runners  going  with  belts  and  speeches  from  the  Corn- 
planter,  alias  O'Beel,  to  the  Indians  resident  in  the  upper 
towns,  at  the  head  water  of  the  x\llegheny,  to  inform  them  that 
several  of  the  Delaware  Indians  were  killed  by  the  white  peo- 
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pie,  said  to  be  a  recruiting  party  of  Virginians,  near  Fort  Pitt. 
The  said  Indians  -informed  us,  Tliat  the  ladians  who  had 
escaped  the  catastrophe  that  their  brothers  had  fallen  into, 
turned  their  resentment  for  the  injury  their  nation  had  received, 
on  the  white  inhabitants  who  resided  on  the  Allegheny,  some 
miles  above  Pittsburgh,  and  killed  and  scalped  17  in  number; 
that  several  of  the  bodies  were  partly  destroyed  by  fire  ;  that 
at  the  same  time  this  mischief  happened,  Captain  O'Beel,  the 
New  Arrow  chief,  and  several  other  chiefs  of  the  Senecas,  as 
also  the  commanding  officer  of  Venango  coming  up  in  the  gar- 
rison boat  and  in  canoes  from  Pittsburgh,  were  overtaken  by  a 
party  of  militia  who  threatened  them  with  instant  death,  which 
was  happily  prevented,  but  forcibly  carried  back  the  garrison 
boat  and  canoes,  with  all  the  property  purchased  by  Cornplan- 
ter  for  his  nation. 

Having  at  this  time  no  path  to  go  by,  and  having  to  keep 
by  the  meanders  of  the  Allegheny,  made  the  way  lengthy  and 
disagreeable.  I  therefore  desired  my  interpreter  to  request 
that  one  of  them  would  return  with  me  to  O'Beel's  town,  and 
as  they  would  by  that  means  be  separated,  I  would  give  to 
each,  one  dollar  as  a  consideration  for  their  trouble.  They 
having  acceded  to  my  desires,  I  paid  them  15s.,  and  our  guide 
conducted  us  in  safety,  at  about  10  o'clock  at  night,  to  O'Beel's 
town,  called,  in  the  Indian  language,  Tenachshegouchtongee, 
or  the  burnt  house.  This  town  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  and  contains  about  2S  tolerable  well 
built  houses  ;  and  the  one  which  they  had  selected  for  me  and 
my  followers  to  reside  in,  was  commodiously  fitted  up,  with 
births  to  sleep  in,  and  uncommonly  clean;  and  provided  us 
for  the  night  with  plenty  of  provisions,  such  as  boiled  venison 
and  dumplings. 

Matters  were  no  sooner  arranged  thaul  desired  my  in- 
terpreter to  have  the  chiefs  collected  where  I  could  speak 
to  them  ;  upon  which  we  found  that  all  the  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  the  town  had  gone  on  to  Venango,  hearing  that 
their  head  warrior  O'Beel,  and  their  sachem,  the  New  Arrow, 
were  forced  to  take  sanctuary  in  Fort  Franklin,  (one  of  our  gar- 
risons,) for  the  protection  of  their  lives;  that  noue  remained 
in  the  town  on  this  account,  but  three  \crj  old  men,  the  wc- 
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men  and  children.  That  snch  was  their  fears  as  we  were  ap- 
proaching this  town,  of  which  they  had  infoi-mation,  that  they 
all  assembled  at  their  place  of  worship,  believing  it  was  near 
the  hour  of  their  dissolution,  and  they  had  called  on  their  God 
to  help  them  ;  but  being  happily  informed  by  our  guide  of  the 
good  intentions  we  were  come  upon,  they  came  to  make  us 
welcome.  I  then  desired  that  they  would  furnish  me  with  a 
canoe  and  a  guide,  to  conduct  me  to  the  place  where  I  could 
meet  with  O'Beel  and  his  people,  being  desirous  of  going  for- 
ward immediately,  and  that  I  should,  without  doubt,  be  the 
instrument  of  bringing  their  chiefs  and  warriors  to  them  in  a 
i'ew  days.  Upon  which,  the}'  sent  five  miles  to  procure  me  a 
canoe,  and  b}'  day  Hght,  two  young  Indians  attended  me,  with 
whom  my  interpreter  and  Captain  Baldwin  went  for  French 
creek,  distant  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and  arrived 
on  theSthday  of  A  pril,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  as  we  worked 
our  canoe  by  turns  all  night  Cash  paid  at  New  Arrow  town, 
corn  for  horses,  fifteen  sliillings  ;  hire  of  a  canoe  and  Indians  to 
carry  me  to  French  creek,  thirty-seven  shillings  and  six  pence  ; 
provisions,  &c.,  thirteen  shillings  and  one  penny. 

I  no  sooner  arrived  at  the  garrison  on  French  cn^ok,  than 
I  received  a  visit  from  Cornplanter,  and  those  Indians  who 
accompanied  him  at  Philadelphia,  who  professed  the  great- 
est happiness  to  see  me,  being  under  the  greatest  anxiety 
of  mind  for  the  saft-ty  of  the  New  Arrow,  who  was  car- 
ried in  the  garrison  boat  to  Pittsburgli,  in  the  forcible 
manner  before  related  ;  saying,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  whole  of  their  goods  wei'e  taken  Irom  them,  which  they 
never  expected  to  recover ;  that,  in  tiiis  distressed  situation, 
they  had  not  a  second  shirt  to  put  on.  I  hereupon  used  every 
argument  I  was  master  of,  to  appease  the  fears  they  entertained 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  the  New  Arrow,  as  I  could  not 
believe  tliat  the  inhabitants  of  Pittsburg  v/ould  olfend,  or  sufier 
him  to  be  ill  treated;  and  should  any,  or  the  whole  of  their 
goods  be  squandered,  by  the  unwarranted  conduct  of  the  mil- 
itia, that  I  should  make  it  my  duty  to  present  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  would  cause  most  ample  justice  to  be 
done  them  ;  that  on  the  morrow,  1  would  write  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Pittsburgh  to  have  tiieir  sachem,  the  New  Arrov.-,  con- 
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ducted  in  safely  to  tliis  place,  as,  also,  their  goods,  as  I  could 
not  possess  a  belief  that  any  waste  would  be  committed  upou 
them.  1  therefore  desired  him,  without  loss  of  time,  to  bring' 
with  him  into  the  garrison  all  the  head-men  of  the  nations  then 
present,  so  that  I  might  inform  them  of  the  message  I  was 
charged  with,  from  his  Excellencj^  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
tlie  Six  Nations,  by  which  means  they  would  be  the  better  able 
to  understand  what  I  had  to  say  to  them,  before  my  meeting' 
them  in  general  council  to-morrow.  Upon  this  Captain  O'Beel 
left  me,  and  soon  after  summoned  the  chiefs  presents,  eleven 
in  number,  who  met  me  in  the  garrison,  by  permission  of  Lieu- 
tenant JefTers,  and  in  the  fullest  manner,  I  gave  them  the  nec- 
essary information.  Alter  sonie  time  spent  on  this  business, 
I  adjourned  and  proposed  meeting  them  again  in  their  encamp- 
ment over  French  creek,  early  in  the  forenoon,  and  of  which 
I  desired  that  they  might  inform  their  people,  bo  that  none 
might  be  absent. 

April  9lh. 

I  Crossed  French  creek  to  their  eiicampmeat  about  eleven 
o'clock,  where  I  found  tliem  prepared  to  receive  me,  about 
seventy-five  in  number,  exclusive  of  woman,  children  and  youth; 
in  the  whole  one  hundred  and  eighty.  I  read  first  the  message 
to  the  Seneca  nation,  from  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  after  ex- 
plaining the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded,  I  read  to 
them  the  message  from  Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Wyandot  and 
Delaware  tribes,  who  were  deemed  and  observed  to  be  friends 
to  the  United  States.  Here  I  thouglit  it  m}^  duty  to  explain 
to  them  the  force  of  my  message  to  the  Indians,  who  were 
carrying  on  their  wanton  depredations  and  cruelties  on  the  de- 
fenceless inhabitants  resident  near  the  Ohio  ;  assuring  them 
that  it  was  tlie  last  solemn  warning,  should  they  refuse  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  of  peace  now  proffered  to  them  that  they  could 
lay  hold  of,  until  done  by  a  decisive  stroke  of  a  superior  army 
just  read}'  to  go  forward  to  conquest  and  be  routed  out  of  a 
country  which  they  might  otherwise  possess  and  enjoy  in  un- 
disturbed tranquillit3^ 

That,  with  this  present  council  it  rests  to  save  those  mis- 
guided people  on  the  Miamies  and  Wabash  from  the  destruc- 
tion that  is  just  ready  to  fall  upon   and  crush  them  ;  and  the 
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better  to  efiect  so  laudable  an  undertaking,  let  there  be  selected 
from  amongst  you  any  number  of  your  chiefs  and  warriors, 
not  more  than  fifteen,  nor  less  than  five,  to  guide  and  accom- 
pany me  to  the  Miamies  ;  as  by  our  going  from  hence,  we 
shall  save  the  distance  of  four  hundred  miles,  if  not  compelled 
to  go  to  Bufialo  creek,  and,  by  this  act,  you  will  fully  com- 
plete the  end  of  my  message  to  the  Seneca  nations,  and  for 
your  services  you  shall  receive  ample  rewards  from  the  United 
States  and  do  honor  to  your  nation. 

Hereupon  they  requested  of  me  to  retire  from  them,  and  those 
white  persons  who  attended  me,  so  that  what  I  had  said  might 
be  the  mol-e  fully  digested  by  them.  We  left  them  for  about 
one  hour  and  a-half,  when  a  chief  came  to  inform  me  that 
they  were  desirous  of  seeing  me  again  at  their  fire.  I 
accordingly  attended,  and  Captain  O'Beel  was  appointed  to 
acquaint  me  with  the  determination  of  their  council,  which 
briefly  was,  that  they  could  not  agree  to  my  request  of  going 
directly  to  the  Miamies,  as  they  must  determine  on  that  busi- 
uess  in  full  council  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Bufi'alo  creek.  See- 
ing, therefore,  that  I  had  no  other  alternative  but  by  going  to 
Bufialo,  I  requested,  then,  that  they  would  prepare  themselves 
to  leave  this  place  and  proceed  for  Bufialo  on  to-morrow, 
which  they  readily  complied  with  ;  and  for  Cornplanter's  ad- 
dress to  me,  upon  this  occasion,  see  subsequent  page. 

I  immediately  from  hence  retired  to  the  garrison  to  prepare 
a  letter  for  his  Excellency,  Governor  St.  Clair,  through  which 
I  gave,  in  detail,  a  circumspect  account  of  every  material 
transaction  since  my  arrival  in  the  Indian  country  ;  enclosed 
to  him  the  speeches  of  Little  Beard  and  Cornplanter,  thereby 
to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  obstructions  that  had  fallen  in 
my  way,  which,  with  others  that  I  might  probably  have  to  en- 
counter, would  be  a  means  of  exceeding  the  time  limited  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  my  meeting  him  at  Fort  Washington, 
on  the  Ohio,  after  passing  through  the  country  of  the  Miamies 
and  Wabash  Indians,  to  which  nations  my  mission  wns  princi- 
pally intended  to  tlie  restoration  of  peace  between  them  and 
the  United  States. 

During  the  time  I  remained  at  Foit  Franklin,  I  received  every 
mark  of  attention  and  respect  from  the  Commandant,  Lieuten- 


COL.  PROCTOR'S  JOURNAL.  571 

ant  John  Jefifers  of  the  Connecticut  line  ;  and  1  think  it  but 
proper  to  name  it  in  this  place.  A  few  days  previous  to  my 
arrival  at  this  Fort,  the  inhabitants  resident  at  Conneyatand  on 
French  creek,  were  driven  intotlie  garrison,  as  also  those  at  Cas- 
sawaga  and  obliged  to  leave  behind  them  their  habitations 
and  effects  possessed  of  every  requisite  for  the  comforts  of  life, 
David  Mead,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Wyoming  settlement,  with  three 
of  his  brothers  and  their  families,  were  of  the  number  of  these 
unfortunate  people.  At  Venango,  I  was  called  upon  by  a 
white  prisoner,  named  Nicholas  Deanhoat,  to  give  him  a 
blanket,  as  he  wanted  one  much ;  I  did  so,  and  paid  for  the 
same,  18s.  9d.  lie  was  dressed  in  the  Indian  garb,  and  what 
I  was  grieved  to  see,  his  ears  were  cut  around  and  each  hung 
with  a  considerable  weight  of  lead,  designed  to  stretch  them  to 
a  proper  length.  He  acquainted  me  that  his  friends  lived  in 
Schenectady  ;  his  father  lately  dying,  left  him  a  considerable 
sum  of  money,  I  urged  him  to  go  around  with  me  on  my  tour, 
and  on  our  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  I  would  give  him  decent 
apparel,  and  subsistance  while  going  to  his  relatives,  but  he 
declined  it,  saying  that  he  could  not  live  so  agreeable  with  the 
white  people  as  with  the  Indians.  Contingent  expenses,  mend- 
ing my  sword,  two  pair  raoccasons,  washing  bill,  &c.,  34s.  4d. ; 
hire  of  two  Indians,  from  hence  to  O'Beel's  Town,  458. 

April  lOth. 

Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  made  by  me  at  the  general 
council  yesterday,  we  set  out  from  French  creek,  to  go  up  the 
Allegheny  river  with  thirty  canoes,  leaving  at  the  same  time, 
with  Lieutenant  Jcflers,  for  the  defence  of  the  garrison,  fifteen 
Indians,  to  act  as  scouts  for  the  garrison,  as  occasion  should 
require — the  garrison  being  very  weakly  manned  at  this  time, 
only  for  the  addition  made  to  it  by  the  inhabitants  ;  neither 
had  they  any  flour,  on  account  of  the  detention  of  the  garri- 
son boat,  before  spoken  of,  but  what  was  supplied  by  David 
Mead,  Esq.,  who  had  brought  from  his  mills  at  Conneyat,  a 
sufficient  quantity,  as,  likewise,  some  hundred  gallons  of 
whiskey,  which  he  dealt  out  to  the  garrison  and  inhabitants 
as  they  required  it. 

Halted  this  night  at  Oil  creek,  about  eight  miles  from 
the     garrison.      Lieutenant     Jeffers     came     to     us     at    this 
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place,  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and  brought  with  hin> 
certain  letters  that  he  had  received  from  Pittsburgh  that 
evening,  with  verbal  messages  he  had  received  through  the 
express,  h}''  which  means  the  Indians  were  informed,  that  some 
of  their  canoes  v/ere  plundered  of  what  they  contained,  but 
that  the  garrison  boat  was  returning  with  their  chief,  the  New 
Arrow,  etc., 'under  the  escort  of  Major  Hart,  witli  a  proper 
guard.  The  news  of  the  canoes  being  plundered,  gave  rise 
to  apparent  ^disgust  in  most  of  the  countenances  of  the  In- 
dians, saving  that  of  Cornplanter's,  who  received  it  with  that 
composure^that  he  was  usually  wont  to  do.  Upon  the  whole 
it  gave  me  to  fear,  that  this  rude  piece  of  conduct  of  our  mi- 
litia had  damped  the  zeal  of  those  whom  I  yesterday  con- 
ceived were'eugaged  to  serve  agreeable  to  my  desires.  I, 
however,  undertook  to  give  them  assurances,  that,  even  should 
their  goods  have  been  plundered,  as  verbal  report  gave  it,  I 
would  use  every[possible  means  to  have  every  article  replaced; 
and  that,  therefore,  I  earnestly  entreated  them  to  dispel  those 
fears  for  a  few  days,  having  in  their  presence,  enjoined  Lieu- 
tenant Jeffers  to  forward  an  express  to  me,  at  the  castle  of 
O'Beel,  and  to  write  me  full}',  every  matter  that  took  place  ; 
and  to  obtain  another  letter  horn  Major  Hart,  with  whom  they 
were  well  acquainted,  to  authenticate  the  same;  and  that 
whatsoever  the  result  should  prove,  I  would  faithfully  com- 
municate the  contents  to  them.  L'pon  this  promise,  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Alonday,  the  11th  of  April,  we  si- 
lently began  to  load  our  canoes,  and  shortly  after,  took  up  the 
line  of  march,  O'Beel  taking  the  lead.  I  huld  it  proper  to  take 
my  place  next  to  his  canoe,  to  stimulate  him  to  press  forward 
on  his  journe}^  ere  we  could  reach  Buflalo  creek.  We  ar- 
rived this  evening  at  an  old  Indian  settlement  called  Hog's 
town  ;  we  had  much  raiu  this  night,  and  very  cold. 

April  I2ih. 
I  was  invited  this  morning  to  breakfast  with  Captain  O'Beel, 
his  squaw,  &c.  Oar  repast,  boiled  chesnuts,  parched  meal 
sweetened  ;  his  daughter  made  us  some  tea  also,  which  she 
put  into  an  open  kettle  when  the  water  was  cold  and  being 
boiled  in  that  manner  without  any  cover  to  the  kettle  it  became 
very   dirty  and   disagreeable  to  the  taste  ;  but,  of  the   chest- 
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Tiuts,  I  partook  sufficiently-.  Findinj^  this  morning  by  an  In- 
dian who  had  lately  left  the  garrison,  that  several  canoes  loaded 
had  deserted  our  little  fleet,  the  Indians,  being  under  much  in. 
toxication,  had  returned  there  again  ;  in  consequence  thereof 
I  wrote  the  commanding  officer  by  an  express,  requesting  him 
to  cause  the  Indians,  who  were  designed  to  go  forward  with 
■O'Beel,  to  quit  the  garrisbn  and^proceed.     To  express,  Us.  3d. 

This  day,  about  one  o'clock,  we  arrived  at  the  Munsec  settle- 
ment where  all  the  ciuoes  came'^to  at,  in  order  to  rest  and  pre- 
pare our  dinners.  Iinmediatel}' after  we  had  landed,  and  what 
appeared  very  strange  to  me,  several  Indian  women  came  for- 
ward with  kettles  full  of  boiled  corn  and  bear's  meat,  and 
placed  it  before  Captain  O'Beel,  whom  they  had  heard  was 
approached  with  his  people.  Tliis  being  done,  each  family  of 
a  canoe,  (as  in  each  were  wonaen  and  children,)  approached 
with  their  kettles  without  any  signal  being  made  to  receive 
their  stipend  ;  and,  to  do  which,  an  old  squaw  was  appointed 
to  act  as  an  issuing  commissary,  who  dealt  it  out  in  propor- 
tions so  justly,  that  each  went  away  fully  satisfied.  Captain 
O'Beel  requested  of  my  interpreter  to  inform  me,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  I  would  partake  of  what  was  prepared  ;  I  did  so 
accordingly  to  prevent  displeasure,  but  with  the  weakest  ap- 
petite. Expenses  at  this  place  for  eatables,  22s.  6d.;  one  gal- 
Ion  of  whiskey  for  O'Beel  and  his"people  who  accompanied 
me,  15s.  After  the  whole  had  refreshed^themselves,  O'Beel 
informing  the  Delawares  the  business  I  was  on,  I  was  invited 
to  their  council  fire,  of  which  council  Captain  Snake  was  the 
principal ;  about  thirty  of  the  Delawares  were  present.  1 
spoke  a  few  words  to  them  introductory  to  m}'  reading  Gover- 
nor St.  Clair's  message  to  their  nations  residing  on  the  waters 
near  Lake  Erie  ;  the  same  message  being  directed  to  Captain 
Pipe  as  the  principle  chief  of  that  tribe.  Shortl}'  after  this 
discourse  was  ended.  Captain  Snake  spoke  through  his  inter- 
preter to  mine,  as  the  person  I  had  could  not  speak  the  Dela- 
ware tongue,  and  its  contents  are  as  follows  : 

"Brother: — We  are  thankful  to  God  for  the  safe  arrival  of 
our  brother  amongst  us,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  him  with  such 
good  intentions,  and  of  the  good  news  he  brings.  It  makes 
us  feel  warm  in  our  hearts  and   easy^in  our  minds,  that  such 
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confidence  is  placed  in  our  nation.  But  the  request  he  makes 
of  us,  to  go  with  him  to  Bufialo,  we  cannot  give  an  immedi- 
ate answer  to,  as  all  our  head  men  are  not  present ;  moreover, 
we  want  to  talk  with  him  and  them  together,  and  now  we  give 
him  the  kind  invitation  of  j'our  staying  with  us  all  night,  and 
it  is  likely  we  shall  then  help  him  to  the  council  fire,  where 
he  now  asks  us  to  go  to,  and  our  chiels  shall  be  sent  for." 
Here  U'Beel  spoke,  and  aided  my  proposition  ;  aiul,  as  I  was 
fully  sensible  of  his  friendship,  I  took  his  counsel,  before  I 
should  determine  on  staying  in  this  town.  And,  finally,  judg- 
ing of  it  to  be  a  sure  means  of  securing  them  to  go  to  Bufialo 
with  us,  I  consented  ;  and  of  which  they  being  informed,  they 
sent  off  runners  for  their  chiefs  and  warriors,  while  we  still 
remained  in  the  council-house. 

April  12//i. 

At  9  o'clock  at  night,  Capt.  O'Becl,  tlie  Delaware  chiefs, 
and  Senecas,  called  me  into  council,  when  Captaiu  Snake's 
interpreter  gave  his  speech  as  follows  :  "Uncle,  (for  that  is  the 
term  given  by  the  Delawares  to  the  Senecas,)  God  has  been 
good  to  us  this  day,  for  we  have  each  beird  the  good  talk 
sent  from  the  great  Chief  of  the  Thirteen  fires  ;  and  we  have 
ever  said,  that  we  would  advise  each  other  of  every  thing  that 
we  heard,  that  was  bad  or  that  was  like  to  befall  either  of  our 
nations.  Now,  uncle,  we  have  determined  to  go  with  you  and 
your  brother,  who  brings  to  us  these  good  tidings,  to  Bufialo, 
and  there  meet  our  nations  at  the  great  council  fire.  Blood 
may  fall  upon  us  while  we  are  going,  but  now  we  give  you  our 
hands  as  we  promised,  and  we  will  lie  down  and  will  rise  to- 
gether." [Here  a  belt  of  wampum  was  given,  consisting  of 
five  strings,  which  Capt.  O'Beel  viewed  in  his  hand  a  short 
time,  and  then  presented  it  to  me.]  Captain  Snake  again  re- 
peated: "Uncle,  in  three  days  we  move  our  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  all  that  we  have,  to  your  towns  ;  they  are  to  remain 
with  your  women  until  our  return."  In  the  course  of  his 
speech,  he  also  mentioned  that  their  people  expected  to  re- 
ceive a  stroke  from  the  Messasagoes,  a  part  of  that  nation  who 
were  led  to  war  by  their  brothers. 
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April  mth. 

Oar  fleet  set  out  from  Hickory  town  ami  n^ached  Log-trap 
creek,  10  miles  distant,  and  encamped.  Rained  the  whole  night, 
and  not  a  dry  thread'of  clotluis  on  myself  or  companions. 

14//J  April. 

Proceeded  up  the  river  this  day,  took  up  our  encampment 
near  the  mouth  of  Casyonding  creek,  it  being  the  place  where 
Colonel  Broadhead,  in  the  year  17T9,  had  fought  against  the 
savages;  and  ia  which  action,  Joseph  XicliDlson,  his  inter- 
preter, was  woundsrJ. 

April  15  th. 

Being  very  ur.v/ell  this  morning  avid  overtaken  with  rheu- 
matism pains,  and  to  such  a  degree  that  I  was  obliged  to  have 
assistance  to  convey  me  from  my  canoe  to  the  fire,  same  time 
being  cold  and  rain}-,  I  informed  Cornplanter  that  I  should 
leave  his  fleet  and  proceed  to  his  lower  town  to  procure  some 
assistance  ;  and  I  arrived  there  some  time  in  the  night,  after-a 
very  laborious  day's  work  to  the  Indians  ;  the  current  of  the 
river  being  so  very  much  against  us  at  this  place.  I  applied  to 
an  Indian  doctor,  who  prepared  poultices  of  roots  and  herbage, 
and  applied  it  to  my  foot,  the  power  of  which  over  the  parts 
alTected,  threw  it  into  my  knee,  which  produced  the  most  exj 
quisite  pain  ;  and  I  perceptibly  felt  that  it  shortened  the  sin- 
ews under  my  bam,  upon  which  1  applied  it  no  more  ;  fearing 
the  consequences  might  be  fatal  to  me  for  life.  About  eight 
miles  about  the  encampment,  where  I  left  O'Beel,  I  came  to 
a  large  river  called  the  Conawango  ;  and,  at  its  empyting  into 
the  Allegheny,  is  said  to  contain  as  much  water  as  flows  in  the 
other  river,  above  it.  At  the  confl'.ience  of  these  tv/o  rivers, 
the  Government  of  Ponns3dvania  have  laid  out  a  manor  of 
3,000  acres,  and  up  the  said  river  (Conawango)  to  an  Indian 
town  called  Cayantha,  or  the  corn  fields,  are  extraordinary  rich 
lands,  of  which  survey  was  made  by  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq., 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  some  time  since.  The  Indians  whom 
I  hired  at  Venango,  to  bring  me  to  O'Beel's  town,  (there  being 
two  called  by  his  name,)  drew  so  nice  a  distinction,  that  they 
chose  the  first  or  lower  town,  and  insisted  that  this  w.-^s  the 
town  they  intended  to  come  to,  and  not  the  otlier,  and  should 
I  require  their  assistance  to  go  to  the  upper  town,  I  must  pay 
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to  each  one  dollar,  (fifteen  shilling's.)  The  terms  being  agreeed 
upon,  we  proceeded  to  the  upper  town  aforesaid,  by  some  called 
the  New  Arrow's  town,  being  the  name  of  the  head  sachem  of  that 
place.  At  this  town  I  left  Captain  Iloudin,  Indian  Peter,  the 
guide  which  I  brought  from  near  Tioga  Point,  also  our  horses, 
when  I  departed  from  thence  to  Venango,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
and  found  the  Captain  in  an  enfeebled  state  of  health,  owing 
entirely  to  the  hardships  he  underwent  before  his  arrival  at  this 
place. 

Ajyril  I6lh. 

At  this  town  I  meet  in  company  with  Captain  Iloudin,  a 
French  genvleman  from  Montreal,  by  the  name  of  Dominick  de 
Barge,  who  had  followed  the  Indian  trade  in  this  country  for 
six  years  past,  and  who  lost  by  the  same  a  considerable  for- 
tune by  the  credits  he  had  given  to  some  of  the  Indians,  &c.; 
with  them  I  found  also,  a  Mr.  Culbertson,  a  trader  from  Gene- 
sec  ;  and  it  gave  me  pleasure  to  find  that  the  Captain  was  not 
altogether  alone,  he  seeming  to  have  an  aversion  in  general, 
to  the  company  of  Indians. 

•  April  11th. 

This  day  the  canoes,  which  I  left  on  the  15th,  arrived  here, 
and  brought  news  which  they  had  received  from  an  Indian 
runner,  that,  on  AVeduesday  last,  1he  13th,  the  New  Arrow 
and  his  associates,  with  the  garrison  boat,  arrived  at  Fort 
Franklin,  l>aving  suffered  no  damage  in  their  persons,  nor  loss 
of  their  merchandise,  as  was  reported,  which  belonged  to  Corn- 
planter  and  other  Indians,  but  two  or  more  cases  of  gin,  taken 
by  the  militia,  forwhich  Squire  Wilkins,  of  Pittsburgh,  caused 
restitution  to  be  made  them.  Settled  with  Mr.  James  Cul- 
bertson, for  supplies  for  mj^  people  and  horses,  during  my  ab- 
sence, 44  shillings  York,  Pennsylvania,  41  £. 

April  18  Ih. 

An  express  arrived  here  from  the  New  Arrow,  advising  that 
they  must  send  down  to  him,  at  Fort  Franklin,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  canoes,  sufficient  to  carr}^  the  goods  brought  forward 
by  Cornplanter,  from  Philadelphia.  Finding,  from  experience, 
that  the  Indians  were  exceeding  slow  in  putting  matters  in 
motion,  which  I  held  to  be  important,  and  slothful  to  the  last 
degree,  I  wrote  immediately  by  the  return  of  the  canoes  to 
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Franklin,  to  request  that  the  commanding  officer  would  lend 
them  every  assistance  necessary  to  their  being  forwarded  to 
this  place,  as  I  was  well  informed  by  a  person  that  I  employed 
upon  the  occasion,  to  know  the  general  intention  of  the  chiefs, 
that  not  one  of  them  would  go  for  Buffalo,  with  me,  until  they 
should  see  his  safe  return.  This  afternoou  the  canoes,  w^hich 
had  loitered  on  the  way,  arrived,  and  by  which  I  was  informed 
that  the  Delaware  and  Munsee  Indians,  at  Hickory  town,  were 
moving  with  their  stock,  &c.,  to  Catteraugus. 

April  19  th. 
O'Beel  and  chiefs  arrived  here  from  the  lower  town,  and  or- 
dered their  conch  shell  to  be  sounded  through  the  village,  to 
summon  their  head-men  into  council.  After  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  whole  of  them  adjourned  to  my  hut,  being  con- 
fined, to  pay  me  and  my  friend  Capt.  Iloudin,  their  compli- 
ments, as  having  come  to  visit  them  in  their  settlements  under 
such  friendly  intentions.  Nothing  more  material  this  day. 
But  dancing  was  carried  on  the  major  part  of  the  night,  as- 
sisted hj  drumming,  songs.  Sec. 

April  20lh. 
An  express  arrived  from  Buflalo  creek,  informing  that  the 
fire  of  the  Six  Nations  had  been  lighted  by  a  number  of  chiefs 
and  warriors,  and  that  they  had  been  stirring  it  long,  to  keep 
it  alive,  waiting  for  the  sachems  of  the  iSenecas,  and  their 
brothers  who  were  sent  by  the  Great  Chief  of  their  Thirteen 
Fires,  whom  we  want  to  hear  speak  with  us.  It  is  likewise  our 
desire,  that  all  writings  received  at  Philadelphia,  from  the 
great  chief,  Honondaganius,  (General  Washington,)  may  be 
brought  forward  with  them  so  that  the  great  council  may  hear 
the  contents.  On  receiving  this  public  message,  I  was  re. 
quested  by  O'Beel  and  the  other  chiefs  to  write  an  answer  to 
this  message,  on  their  behalf,  as  bearing  that  Colonels  Butler 
and  Brandt  were  at  Buffalo,  waiting  our  coming.  I  complied, 
agreeable  to  their  request,  and  directed  the  same  to  the  Farm- 
ers Brother,  Kuyasutta  and  Red  Jacket,  chiefs  of  the  Six  Na 
tions,  at  Buffalo  creek. 

37— Vol.  IV. 
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April  2lst. 

Tliis  morning  th^  whole  of  the  town  were  preparing  to  have 
a  grand  feast,  to  return  thanks  to  the  Great  Keeper  of  all  men, 
for  their  being  spared  to  meet  once  more  together;  several  of 
the  chiefs  called  upon  us  to  give  us  the  invitation  to  be 
present,  while  they  should  perform  divine  worship  in  their 
way,  adding,  that  Indians  worshipped  one  Supreme  head,  the 
Preserver  of  all,  both  white  and  red  men.  Their  speaker  ad- 
vised us,  also,  to  be  prudent  while  they  worshipped,  and  not 
to  be  guilty  of  laughing  or  gestures,  though  the  manner  of  it 
might  differ  widely  from  our  own  mode  of  worship  ;  he  like- 
Avise  told  us,  that  we  must  bring  with  us  our  ear,  (the  interpre- 
ter) to  testify  that  they  taught  the  true  principles,  by  moral 
precept,  and  that  their  teachers  both  men  and  women,  admon- 
ished their  hearers  against  thieving,  lying  and  speaking  lightly 
of  one  another. 

The  manner  of  their  preparing  for  worship  is,  that,  in  every 
house,  they  provide  large  quantities  of  such  provisions  as  they 
think  proper  to  bring  with  them,  and  the  more  varied  the  bet- 
ter, so  that  they  may  have  a  little  of  ever}'-  sort,  and  none  of 
the  same  returns  to  that  house  again  ;  their  method  being  to 
exchaage  their  victuals  on  the  ground,  eating  that  which  was 
brought  by  their  neighbor  ;  thus  prepared,  they  proceed  to  the 
statue,  which  was  erected  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  bearing 
some  proportion  to  a  man,  and  justly  painted  as  the  Indians 
are  in  coming,  but  having  no  weapon  of  war  about  him,  inti- 
mating that  he  was  the  maintainor  of  peace.  This  figure  is 
about  nine  feet  in  height,  and  stood  on  a  pedestal  of  about 
twelve  feet,  having  on  breech  clout  leggings  and  a  sash  over 
its  shoulders,  and  a  very  terrible  appearance.  Under  this 
statue  were  placed  two  chiefs  termed  the  women's  speakers, 
each  of  these  held  in  their  hands  the  shell  of  a  large  tortoise, 
the  belly  part  covered  with  a  thin  skin  stretched  very  tight, 
having,  in  the  inside,  several  small  stones,  which  shells  being 
struck  upon  a  deer  skin  which  is  stretched  between  them,  beat, 
ing  time  together,  accompanying  the  same  with  their  voices, 
they  made  such  melody  tliat  the  whole  of  the  assembh'  were 
delighted.  The  old  and  the  young  women  dance  round  in  a 
circle,  the  image  in  the  centre,  the  men  following  them,  using 
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gestures  that  would  have  made  a  saint  laugh  had  he  forgotten 
that  he  was  in  a  place  of  worship  ;  but  the  women  looked  meek 
and  humble  while  they  moved  in  concert  in  the  dance,  sliding 
their  feet  sideways,  and  folding  their  hands  before  them  in  a 
half  circle,  looking,  at  the  same  time  steadfastly  on  the  ground 
inclining  their  heads  to  the  left.  The  last  of  worship  was  per- 
formed to  what  tliey  call  a  brag  dance  ;  the  young  warriors 
retire  to  a  house  adjacent  where  are  paints,  feathers  and  red 
clay;  with  1ho  two  former  thej'"  ornament  their  heads  with 
feathers  and  their  faces  with  paint,  and  their  bodies  with  red- 
dish clay  that  give  their  skins  all  the  sanie  cast  ;  some  with 
one-half  their  faces  black  and  the  other  red,  in  order  to  look 
the  more  terrible  ;  for  in  this  manner  they  go  to  war.  When 
all  matters  are  thus  adjusted  and  ready  to  sall}^  from  their  show- 
box,  their  leader  gives  a  long  yell  such  as  when  a  scalp  is 
taken  ;  and  on  the  third  being  given,  it  is  re-echoed  by  the 
whole  rushing  forward  at  the  same  time  to  the  place  of  wor- 
ship, while  they  dance  round  the  statue,  throwing  their  bodies 
and  heads  in  every  curious  attitude,  and  brag,  alternatel}^  of 
all  the  cruelties  .they  had  exercised  in  war,  of  prisoners  taken 
and  of  thefts  committed  on  their  enemies,  and  of  many  other 
exploits  never  performed.  In  the  evening  of  the  day.  Captain 
O'Beel  and  otlier  chiefs  told  me  that  they  would  be  ready  to 
go  with  me  to  Buffalo  Creek  in  the  morning  if  I  thought  proper  ; 
the  information  gave  me  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  and  I 
acquainted  him  that  I  was  ready  to  depart  at  any  hour  they 
should  agree  to  go,  as  much  precious  time  had  been  wasted 
since  my  arrival  at  this  place  from  the  Gene:^;ee  country. 

April  22d. 
I  closed  my  letters  this  day  for  his  Excellency  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  a  second  letter  for  Governor  St.  Clair,  (having 
wrote  him  the  first  from  Venango,)  and  forwarded  the  same  by 
a  white  prisoner,  named  Nicholas  Deamhout,  and  for  which  I 
drew  on  the  commandant  at  Fort  Franklin  to  pay  him  to  the 
value  of  37s.  6d.  in  such  articles  as  could  be  spared  from  the 
garrison  ;  paid  Lidian  Peter  for  services  from  Newtown  Point  to 
O'Beel's  town,  22s.  6d  ;  to  mess  expense  from  the  16th  to  the 
23d,  including  horse  feed,  £Q  18s.  3d.  ;  to  cash  paid  Francis 
Slocum,  a  white  prisoner,  7s,  6d.;  do.  a  white  prisoner  at  Cat- 
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taragus,  lis.  od.  ;  she  iuforms  me  that  she  is  a  sister  to  Henry 
Kepple,  ill  Market  street,  born  in  Germany  ;  her  husband,  a 
Lieutenant  Groves  of  the  Royal  Americans,  was  killed  at  Ven- 
ango in  the  year  1761 ;  had  been  prisoner  ever  since,  but  too 
old.  and  enfeebled  to  leave  them  ;  she  informed  me  that  she  was 
truly  poor;  which  1  had  apparent  reason  to  believe,  and  I  mean 
to  inform  her  friends  of  the  same,  which  in  the  cause  of  my 
making  this  minute,  as  knowing  her  brother  was  under  wealthy 
circumstances,  llire  of  a  horse  for  my  servant  to  Buffalo,  and 
loss  of  a  bell,  15s.  ;  to  house  and  fire  wood  expense,  at  New 
Arrow's  town,  15s,;  Indian  doctor's  bill,  lis.  3d.;  one  pair 
of  old  shoos  and  buckles,  lis.  3d.  ;  cash  for  an  Indian  kettle 
taken  away  by  some  of  the  Indians,  7s.  6d. 

April  2Bd. 
We  left  O'Bcel's  town  about  12  o'clock  and  proceeded  with 
a  few  chiefs  and  warriors,  (the  whole  not  being  ready  to  depart 
with  us, )  taking  the  route  for  Buffalo,  through  a  village  called 
Cattaragus,  which  we  did  not  reach  before  the  25th,  in  the 
evening  ;  and  on  a  our  way  thither,  passed  through  a  settle- 
ment of  the  Delaware  or  Munsee  Indians,  in  which  was  about 
twenty  houses.  In  this  place  I  saw  a  number  of  active  young 
men  ;  thej'  being  playing  the  game  of  bandy  wicket,  gave  me 
the  fairer  opportunity  of  judging ;  the  town  of  Cattaragus,  con- 
tains in  or  near  about  fifty  tolerable  houses,  bordering  on  a 
^beautiful  river  and  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Lake  Erie, 
-surrounded  by  a  most  beautiful  country  and  excellent  land  ; 
but  the  water  they  have  to  drink,  taken  from  a  pond,  is  very 
indifferent.  We  had  arrived  but  a  short  time  when  I  caused 
the  chiefs  to  be  summoned  into  council,  and,  as  thereto,  a  sen- 
timental speech  was  delivered  by  Thyogachee.  (see  subse- 
quent page.)  While  we  remained  ia  this  town,  they  were  pre- 
paring to  bury  the  daughter  of  a  great  chief,  and  in  the  house 
that  I  was  placed,  there  was  a  number  of  the  mourners,  who 
appeared  under  the  greatest  distress  by  their  cries  ;  during 
which  time,  all  their  heads  were  covered  with  their  shrouds, 
but  when  they  had  uncovered  themselves  I  did  not  discover 
that  they  had  shed  one  tear.  This  brought  to  my  recollection 
the  manner  of  attending  wakes  in  the  old  country,  with  the 
native  Irish,  where  the  rich  hire  old  women  to  lament  the  loss 
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of  the  deccasod,   and  to  recount  all  the  valuable   actions  of 
their  past  life. 

April  20 Ih. 
We  took  up  our  journey  towards  Bufi'alo,  and  in  about  live 
miles  going  from  thence,  we  came  in  upon  the  verge  of  Lake 
Erie,  which  had  a  beautiful  appearance,  it  being  a  pleasant 
morning,  and  the  waters  were  very  serene  ;  and  looking  over 
the  lake  we  could  just  perceive  the  land  at  the  other  side. 
We  traveled  along  the  sandy  beach  for  some  miles,  but  were 
obliged,  at  three  or  four  different  places,  to  leave  the  shore 
and  take  to  the  woods,  the  rocks  having  come  bluff  up  to  the 
deep  water  ;  from  small  springs  that  appeared  upon  the  face 
of  the  rocks,  it  showed  that  it  passed  over  bodies  of  mineral, 
from  the  hue  that  it  gave  ;  but  the  greatest  curiosity  that  I  had 
seen  was  alum  lying  on  the  surface  of  tiie  rocks,  of  which  we 
might  have  gathered  a  pound  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

April  211  h. 
We  arrived  at  Buffalo  creek,  having  traveled  through  a 
country  of  exceeding  rich  land,  from  our  last  encampment, 
the  extent  of  which  I  had  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  The 
preemptive  right  to  this  valuable  country  was  vested  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  but  at  present,  the  property  of  the 
Hon.  Robert  Morris,  of  the  ci^^y  of  Philadelphia,  by  a  late  pur- 
chase. The  principal  village  of  Buffalo  belongs  to  the  Seneca 
nation,  and  in  it  the  young  King,  the  Farmer's  Brother,  re- 
sides, as  also  Red  Jacket,  the  great  speaker,  and  prince  of  the 
Turtle  tribe.  On  my  entering  the  town,  there  were  numbers 
of  Indians  collected  at  the  hut  where  we  alighted  from  our 
horses,  ami  on  taking  a  general  view  of  them,  I  found  that 
they  were  far  better  clothed  than  those  Indians  were  in  the 
towns  at  a  greater  distance,  owing  entirely  to  the  immediate 
intercourse  they  have  with  the  British,  being  but  about  thirty- 
five  miles  distance  from  Niagara,  and  but  six  miles  from  Fort 
Erie,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  lake,  frcm  which  places 
the}'  are  supplied  yearly  with  almost  every  necessary  the}'  re- 
quire, so  much  so,  as  to  make  them  indifferent  in  their  hunt- 
ings. And  the  chiefs,  who  are  poor  in  general,  have  tf>  look 
up  to  them  for  almost  their  dail}^  subsistence,  not  only  of  pro- 
visions, but  for  apparel  ;  for  the  Farmer's  Brother,  the  Young 
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King,  was  fully  regimented  as  a  colonel,  red  faced  with  blue, 
as  belonging  to  some  royal  regiment,  and  equi})ped  with  a  pair 
of  the  best  epauletts.  So  that,  from  his  after  conduct,  it  may 
not  appear  extraordinary,  whero  the  King  has  thrown  in  his 
opposition  to  m}'  errand,  he  being  paid  so  well  for  his  influ- 
ence over  the  Indian  nations,  as  to  carry  his  favorite  point  in 
question.  I  had  not  been  long  in  the  village  before  I  was  in- 
vited to  the  great  council  house,  with  my  companion,  attended 
by  Red  Jacket,  O'Beel,  and  other  chiefs.  Just  as  we  ap- 
proached the  porch  of  the  council  house,  they  had  a  two 
])0UDder  swivel  gun,  which  they  had  loaded  very  high,  having 
put  into  her  an  uncommon  charge,  which  the  acting  gunner 
being  sensible  of,  stood  within  the  door,  and  fired  it  from  the 
end  of  a  long  stick,  which  he  passed  between  the  logs,  which 
being  done,  the  explosion  upset  the  gun  and  its  fixture.  This, 
the}'  said,  was  done  as  a  treat  for  our  safe  arrival  through  the 
dangers  that  we  had  encountered,  and  fcr  which  they  were 
thankful  to  the  Great  Keeper. 

The  ppeech,  as  an  introduction,  given  by  Red  Jacket  being 
onded,  he  came  forward  to  me  to  the  seat  I  had  been  ushered 
to  in  the  centre  of  the  council,  and  presented  me  with  four 
strings  of  wampum  which  he  had  held  in  his  hands  while 
speaking  (for  the  particulars  of  which  see  another  page.)  Capt. 
O'Beel  having  been  particularly  named  by  Red  Jacket,  he  rose 
and  returned  the  compliment  in  behalf  of  us  that  were  stran- 
gers. Being  at  this  time  just  sun  setting,  I  apprised  the  coun- 
cil through  my  enterpreter  that  I  had  messages  from  General 
Washington,  the  great  chief  of  the  Thirteen  Fires,  which  were 
particularly  addressed  to  the  notice  of  the  Six  Nations,  the 
representatives  of  which  nation  I  presumed  were  principally 
present :  but,  as  it  was  drawing  late,  1  requested  leave  to 
postpone  the  introduction  till  the  morning,  which  was  consen- 
ted to.  Upon  this,  Red  Jacket  rose  to  remark,  that  many  per- 
sons had  occasionally  come  into  their  country,  who  said  that 
they  bad  also  come  in  by  the  authority  of  the  Thirteen  Fires, 
but  of  the  truth  of  which  they  were  not  always  convinced. 
This  information  opened  the  door  that  I  expected,  being  in- 
formed by  a  Frencli  gentleman,  a  trader  amongst  them,  that  these 
sentiments  had  fallen  from  Colonel  Brandt  and  Butler  about 


COL.  PROCTOR'S  JOURNAL  583 

seven  days  previous  to  our  arrival  at  tiiis  place,  who  desired 
of  the  chiefs  in  private  council  to  pay  no  attention  to  what 
should  be  said  to  them  by  me  ;  and,  as  they  knew  the  purport 
of  my  mission  from  the  chiefs  whom  I  had  held  council  with 
at  the  Genesee  river,  the  Colonels  advised  them  not  to  assist 
me  in  going  to  the  Miamies,  as  the  consequence  would  be  fatal 
to  those  that  should  attend  mo,  and  consequent  death  to  me 
and  my  companion.  From  these  suggestions  which  had  fallen 
from  Red  Jacket,  I  mentioned  in  open  council,  that  I  was  de- 
sirous that  they  might  call  forward  any  gentlemen  of  veracity 
whom  they  had  confidence  in,  to  be  present  while  I  should  de- 
liver mj'self  to  them,  and  overlook  any  writings  that  I  was 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Six  Nations,  as  by  that  means  proof 
would  be  made  that  my  commission  was  founded  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  of  America.  They  tlien  agreed 
upon  sending  for  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Erie,  and  de- 
spatched a  runner  for  the  purpose.  Soon  after  the  council 
broke  up,  Captain  John,  of  the  Onandagoes,  came  to  m}^  hut 
and  informed  me  in  private  conversation,  that  no  scruple  was 
made  of  the  authority  I  came  under  to  them,  being  well  in- 
formed by  the  chiefs  of  the  Genesee  who  had  given  that  infor- 
matioji  some  considerable  time  before  my  reaching  Buffalo. 
Captain  John,  from  his  manners  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  ve- 
racit}',  and  had  received  a  Mohawk  education  and  understood 
himself  very  well,  and  during  my  stay  at  Buffalo  attached 
himself  to  me  in  person,  and  promoted  all  that  hij  in  his  power 
the  business  I  had  before  the  council ;  but  the  reasons,  he  said, 
they  were  so  particular  with  me,  was  on  account  of  a  certain 
William  Ewing,  a  resident  from  the  Connedesago  lake,  who 
had  come  in  behalf  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Morris,  whom  he  called 
the  second  greatest  man  in  the  Union  ;  that  he  had  convened 
a  council  the  day  previous  to  my  arrival,  informing  those  of 
the  Six  Nations  present  that  the  preemptive  right  to  the  lands 
in  this  country  as  belonging  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
were  now  the  property  of  the  said  Robert  JMorris,  whensoever 
the  Six  Nations  of  Lidians  were  disposed  to  sell  any  part  of 
the  same ;  that,  the  better  to  authenticate  this  business  that 
he  had  to  perform,  he  produced  his  instructions  under  the 
hands  and  seals  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Morris  and  the  JHon. 
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Ogden,  both  of  tne  State  of  Pennsylvania,  adding,  that  the 
chain  of  friendship  now  stretched  between  the  said  gentlemen 
and  the  Six  Nations,  the  centie  of  which  was  to  be  supported 
by  him  ;  that  in  consequence  thereof,  he  desired  their  permis- 
sion to  traverse  the  several  courses  of  the  lands   granted   by 

their  agents, Livingston,  of  New  York,  to  the  said  State 

of  Massachusetts, 

.  April  2S'h. 
The  council  being  convened  within  the  house,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number.  Mr. 
Ewing  began  to  open  and  continue  his  business,  which  he  had 
introduced  the  day  before  upon  which  I  rose  to  inform  him 
that  he  must  desist  Irom  going  on  any  farther,  as  it  was  an 
interference  with  my  mission,  that  was  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Indian  nations  in 
general,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  same  was  completed',  agree- 
able to  the  purport  cf  my  coming  here,  that  then  I  would 
lend  him  such  assistance  as  was  in  my  power,  and  through 
which  I  would  evidence  my  respect  for  the  gentleman  who 
sent  him. 

The  commanding  officer  of  fort  Erie  sent  word  to  the  coun- 
cil this  morning  that  he  could  not  leave  his  garrison  without 
the  express  permission  of  the  commandant  of  Niagara,  (Col. 
Gordon,)  but  that  he  had  sent  Captain  Powell,  of  the  Indian 
Department,  as  a  suitable  person  to  superintand  their  business. 
As  a  proper  introduction  to  my  mission,  and  by  the  consent 
and  desire  of  O'Beel,  I  began  by  reading  his  address  to  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  also 
his  several  letters  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  Excellency's  answer  to  them  in  order,  and  a  third  letter  to 
the  same  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  reading  of  these 
several  papers,  and  the  deed  from  his  Excellencj'-  the  Presi- 
dent, for  the  restoration  of  their  lands  in  the  Six  Nations,  and 
the  interpreting  the  same,  took  up  the  whole  of  the  da}',  upon 
•which  I  concluded  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow,  leaving  them  to 
digest  what  had  been  said,  and  to  judge  of  the  great  attention 
that  had  been  paid  to  them  by  the  Great  Chief  of  the  Thir- 
teen Fires,  I  thought  it  proper  to  give  the  invitation  to  Captain 
Powell,  to  take  up  his  abode  at  my  hut  for  the  night,  which  he- 
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very  willingly  accepted  of.  After  wo  had  taken  a  little  re- 
freshment we  entered  into  a  general  conversation,  and  spoke 
on  many  matters,  the  consequences  of  tlie  late  war.  The  Cap- 
tain being  free  in  conversation  gave  me  to  understand  that 
Colonels  Butler  and  Brandt,  himself  and  several  other  officers 
from  Niagara  and  Fort  Erie,  had  been  in  Buffalo  some  time, 
waiting  my  coming,  as  they  had  advices  that  I  was  on  the  way 
hither  ;  that  while  there  Brandt  received  private  instructions 
from  head  quarters,  to  set  out  for  the  Grand  river,  and  from 
thence  to  Detroit.  This  business,  Captain  Powell  judged,  was 
to  carry  instructions  of  some  kind  to  the  Lidians  at  war  with 
the  United  States,  It  had  the  appearance  of  truth,  from  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Lips  of  Butler  and  Brandt,  some  days  since 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  Onandagos  and  Senecas,  as  it  had  the 
tendency  of  their  joint  advice  when  they  spoke  in  the  great 
council,  viz  :  that  they  should  not  determine  on  any  matter  of 
consequence  with  me  without  their  concurrence.  These  in- 
junctions being  laid  upon  them,  (as  I  received  it  from  my  in- 
formant,) the  British  officers  retired  to  their  different  posts, 

Friday,  April  29th. 

The  business  which  I  postponed  yesterday,  I  opened  in  a 
much  larger  council  than  had  appeared  before  ;  and,  after  I 
had  read  the  Secretary  of  War's  message  by  me  to  the  Six 
Nations,  I  continued  to  read  those  also  directed  to  the  Dela- 
wares,  Wyandotts,  the  Miamies  and  to  the  Indians  inhabiting 
the  Wabash,  and  closed  the  whole  with  an  address  to  them, 
clearly  explaining  the  greatness  and  power  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  their  trade  and  commerce;  as  also  of  their  be- 
ing at  peace  and  amity  with  many  of  the  powerful  nations  of 
Europe;  and  though  we  were  once  angry  with  Great  Britain, 
with  whom  we  had  fought  for  eight  returning  seasons,  and 
having  compelled  them  by  force  and  arms  to  quit  our  country, 
the  red  hatchet  between  them  and  the  United  States  was  buried 
deep  under  the  earth. 

1  also  went  into  and  explained  the  treat}',  held  at  New  York, 
between  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Colonel  McGilliv- 
ray,  the  political  chief  of  the  Creek  nations,  and  the  most  nu- 
merous body  of  Indians  on  the  continent,  and  at  this  inter- 
view  there    were   thirty-two    of    tlie    most    principal    chiefs. 
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Everything  being  most  amicably  adjusted  at  tliis  treaty,  they 
are  now  become  the  established  friends  of  the  United  States, 
■and  have  firmly  engaged  themselves  to  act  as  our  allies  in  of- 
fensive wars,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  require.  More- 
over, as  they  had  journej^ed  far  from  their  own  country,  not 
less  than  sixteen  hundred  miles,  that,  to  save  them  the  trouble 
of  returning  the  same  way,  an  American  vessel  was  properly 
equipped  for  their  accommodation,  and  conducted  them,  fully 
satisfied,  to  their  own  country^ 

And  here  I  was  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  a  more 
recent  proof  to  the  Six  Nations,  of  the  great  justice  done 
them  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late  negoti- 
ation had  with  him  by  Cornplanter  and  others,  at  Philadelphia, 
to  evidence  which,  no  greater  testimon}'  can  be  given  than 
what  I  have  produced  this  day,  in  the  hearing  of  this  large 
assembly.  And  that  nothing  more  remained,  at  this  time,  to 
be  done,  but  for  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  to  evidence  their 
attachment  to  the  United  States,  by  their  speedily  proceeding 
forward  with  me  to  the  unfriendly  Indians,  and  assisting  me 
by  the  same  to  inform  their  minds,  to  reclaim  them  from  the 
murders  and  thefts  which  they  were  daily  committing  upon 
the  defenceless  inhabitants  near  the  Ohio,  &c.,  &c.  By  this, 
they  might  have  an  early  caution  what  must  be  the  conse- 
quence, should  they  refuse  to  accept  the  terms  of  peace, 
and  the  profiered  mercy  of  the  United  States,  before  that  a 
decisive  blow  be  leveled  at  those  misguided  people,  and  which 
cannot  be  far  off,  if  they  persist  in  their  cruelties.  Moreover, 
Ihat  it  is  a  business  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Six  Nations, 
nay,  of  all  good  men,  both  of  the  Indians  and  of  the  whites; 
•and  the  speedier  their  determination  might  be  made  known  to 
me,  the  better,  so  that  we  might  go  on  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  good  work,  thereby  to  preserve  hundreds  of  our  fellow 
men  on  both  sides.  The  reply  of  Red  Jacket  to  the  foregoing, 
-as  it  will  come  more  proper  in  this  place,  I  here  insert  it  at 
■its  full  length  : 

"  Brother  from  Pennsylvania  : 

"We  have  heard  all  that  you  have  said  to  us,  and  by  which 
you  have  informed  that  you  are  going  to  the  bad  Indians  to 
make  peace  with  them,  and  that  you  are  sent  to  us  lo  receive 
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our  assistancr.  Now  we  must  consider  the  matter  tlioroughlj', 
and  to  choose  which  way  we  must  go,  whether  by  land  or  by 
water.  You  likewise  tell  us,  that  you  have  messages  to  the 
Wyandots  and  to  Captain  Snake  of  the  Delawares,  and  that 
they  are  to  take  hold  of  you  and  us  by  the  hands,  and  go  to 
the  bad  Indian  nations  with  us  ;  and  this,  also,  we  must  con- 
sider of  thoroughly  ;  for  we  find  that  all  our  Six  Nations  are 
not  present ;  and,  as  our  brother,  Captain  Powell,  of  the  Brit- 
ish, is  here  and  true  to  us,  for  he  is  with  us  at  every  treaty,  we 
must  let  you  know  that  we  shall  move  our  council  fire  to  Nia- 
gara with  him,  and  that  you  must  go  with  us  to-morrow,  as  far 
as  Captain  Powell's  house,  and  as  soon  as  we  can  know  what 
time  we  can  reach  Niagara,  we  will  send  runners  ofi'to  the  Fort> 
to  accquaint  the  commanding  officer  of  the  garrison.  And 
now  the  council  want  to  have  your  answer." 

I  did  not  long  hesitate  to  make  answer,  in  what  I  deemed  a 
very  unwarrantable  request  ;  and  particularly  so  from  a  peo- 
ple that  have  received  so  many  marks  of  gratitude  and  atten- 
tion from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  therefore, 
addressed  aiyself  to  the  council  and  accquainted  them  that  1  had 
the  honor  of  receiving  my  instructions  and  messages  for  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  the  advice  of  his 
Excellency  the  Pre.sident,  thereof ;  that  by  those  instructions, 
I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  council  fire  of  the  Six  Nations, 
where  itshouldbe  deemed  proper  and  advisable  to  light  the  same. 
This  is,  therefore  the  place  I  have  been  led  to  by  some  of  your 
principal  chiefs  ;  and  upon  my  account,  and  the  messages  I 
have  for  your  nations,  this  council  fire  has  been  lighted  ;  this 
being  truly  the  case  ;  and  that  my  errand  here  was  to  invite 
you  to  send  v^nth  me  some  of  your  head  men  and  warriors  into 
the  nation  of  the  unfriendly  Indians,  as  proposed  at  Philadelphia 
to  the  Secretar}"-  of  War,  by  your  chiefs  who  are  present. 
That  on  my  coming  thus  far,  I  am  certain  to  be  in  the  line  of 
my  duty  ;  but  to  move  from  hence  with  this  council  fire  to  Ni- 
agara, a  British  garrison,  there  to  transact  important  business, 
in  which  the  United  States  were  concerned,  is  of  such  a  na- 
ture that  neither  my  principles  nor  commission  would  warrant 
me  in  such  a  transaction,  therefore  I  should  decline  to  accom- 
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pany  them  ;  adding  that  if  the  Six  Nations  were  so  far  obli- 
gated that  they  must  have  the  particular  counsel  and  advice 
of  any  person  or  persons  at  Niagara,  let  them  be  sent  for  ta 
this  council,  so  that  the  result  of  such  deliberations  might  be 
done  openly  at  this  place  and  that  my  desires  were,  that  th^ 
fire  should  not  be  quenched  until  the  intentions  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions were  full  made  known  to  me,  so  that  I  might  lay  the  same 
in  form  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  him  to  be  laid  before 
General  Washington,  the  Chief  of  the  Thirteen  Fires. 

A  silence  for  some  time  pervaded  the  whole  of  the  council, 
after  which,  Red  Jacket  and  the  Farmer's  Brother  spoke  to  the 
council  by  turns ;  the  result  of  it  being,  that  a  runner  must 
be  immediately  sent  to  Niagara,  to  request  the  attendance  of 
Colonel  Butler,  &c.,  to  meet  them  in  their  council  as  soon  as 
he  could  make  it  convenient. 

The  foregoing  speech  of  Red  Jacket,  as  done  by  the  advice 
of  the  Young  King  and  Fish  Carrier,  (lor  thiy  sat  on  either 
side  of  him  and  prompted,)  plainly  demonstrates,  that  the 
most  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  are  under  the  inlluenco 
of  the  British  ;  as  no  business  of  consequence  will  be  under- 
taken, to  the  advantage  of  the  United  States,  but  what  must 
first  be  sifted  by  British  counsel.  These  suggestions,  which 
were  pressed  on  m}'  mind  at  this  time,  gave  me  to  fear  that 
I  should  not  meet  the  wished  for  assistance  that  I  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  the  Six  Nations  ;  but  fully  determined  to  per- 
severe in  my  endeavors  till  I  should  gain  the  summit  of  diffi- 
culty, which  was  arrayed  before  me. 

Jj^ril  SOlh. 

No  business  this  day,  but  private  counselling  among  them- 
selves. In  the  evening,  Captain  Powell  invited  me  to  go  with 
him  to  a  store  about  four  miles  distant,  in  which  he  was  inter- 
ested, and  his  partner  who  kept  it,  a  Mr.  Cornelius  Winney, 
of  Fish  Kills.  With  the  last  named  gentleman,  I  staid  till  the 
Monday  following,  through  a  very  pressing  and  polite  invita- 
tion, which  at  length  I  accepted  of,  being  lame,  and  much  in- 
disposed, through  fatigue  and  change  of  di;;t,  such  as  from 
poor,  to  exceeding  poor  indeed  ;  but  with  him  there  was 
plenty  of  ever}^  necessary  and  given  with  so  good  a  grace, 
that  1  shall  seek  occasion  to  return  the  compliaic^at. 


COL.  PROUTOR'S  JOURNAL.  589 

3Iay  2d. 

No  further  business  wiih  mc,  but  the  Lidians  still  continue 
their  councils  keeping  their  fire  burning  waiting  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Butler,  and  by  information  which  I  received  that  leaked 
out  of  the  cabinet  of  the  Sachems,  the  council  were  much  divi- 
ded upon  my  account.  About  two  in  the  afternoon,  a  messenger 
from  Niagara  arrivedinforming  them,  that  Colonel  Butler,  &c., 
had  set  out  from  Niagara  for  this  place.  Among  other  circumstan- 
ces in  their  private  council  by  the  friends  to  the  British  interest, 
that  the  place  where  T  was  desirous  thC}'  should  accompany  me 
was  on  the  verge  of  the  ocean  ;  that  it  would  take  them  twelve 
months  to  reach  the  place  of  treaty  ;  but  those  falsities  were 
explained  soon  to  my  friends  and  through  which  I  plainly  shewed 
them,  by  my  draughts,  that  the  distance  from  hence  to  Fort 
Washington,  did  not  amount  to  six  hundred  miles,  and  that 
half  that  distance  we  should  go  by  the  waters  of  lake  Erie, 
and  that  when  I  was  satisfied  of  their  going  with  me,  I  would 
charter  one  of  the  trading  vessels  on  the  lake  for  that  purpose. 

May  3d. 

Finding  upon  inquiry  that  there  was  no  general  council  to 
be  held  this  day,  waiting  the  coming  of  Colonel  Butler,  I  sent 
the  interpreter  to  invito  the  chiefs  to  my  cabin,  as  I  had  some 
matters  to  communicate  to  them,  previous  to  their  going  to 
general  council,  they  soon  attended  me,  and  I  took  tlie  oppor- 
tunity to  open  my  map  before  them,  and  showed  from  our 
situation  at  Buffalo,  the  trace  we  should  make  into  the  Miami 
nation  ;  from  thence  to  Fort  Washington,  on  the  Ohio  ;  the 
first  by  a  transport  on  Lake  Erie,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Miami, 
which,  with  anything  of  a  fair  wind,  could  be  completed  in 
less  than  two  days  and  two  nights.  From  the  mouth  of  the 
Miami  to  the  Messasagoe  nation,  situate  on  the  same,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Miami  and  Wabash  tribes,  at  such  place  where 
they  might  generally  bo  assembled  ;  plainly  demonstrating  to 
their  satisfaction,  that  the  whole  tour  could  be  performed  in  a 
short  time,  and,  therefore,  enjoined  them  under  the  friendship 
which  they  professed  to  bear  to  the  Thirteen  Fires,  that  the}' 
would  in  their  next  council,  promote  and  further  my  business, 
that  I  came  to  receive  their  assistance  to  perform  ;  so  that  I 
might  go  on  my  journey  without  further  hesitation,  as  my  or- 
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ders  were  not  to  remain  at  any  council  longer  than  two  or  three 
days,  if  I  could  possibly  do  otherwise  ;  so  that  it  might  be 
reasonably  expected,  that  my  stay  here  could  not  be  much 
longer,  this  being  the  seventh  day  since  m3'  arrival,  I  hoped, 
therefore,  that  they  Vv^ould  not  be  silent  with  me  longer,  as  I 
plainly  saw  that  they  were  not  to  exercise  their  own  opinions 
but  on  the  opinion  of  the  British  Agent.  Tiiese  remarks  I 
made  with  intention  that  the}^  should  feel  the  force  of  my  ob- 
servations ;  upon  whicii  Rjd  Jacket  desired  thvt  I  should  hear 
him  speak  ;  as  I  had  been  speaking  a  long  time.  "  Tell  him, 
said  he  (speaiiing  to  the  interpreter,)  that  some  of  his  language 
is  soft,  but  that  other  parts  of  it  are  too  strong  ;  for  the  danger 
that  is  before  us  is  great,  and  our  enemies  are  drunk  ;  and  they 
will  not  hear  what  we  say,  like  a  man  that  is  sober,  and  we 
consider  that,  whatever  number  of  the  Six  Nations  accompany 
him,  will  be  in  the  same  danger  with  himself,  and  it  is  likely 
that  we  shall  not  live  long,  when  the  bad  Lidians  shall  see  us, 
therefore  as  it  is  a  business  of  such  great  weight  to  us,  we 
must  take  counsel  in  order  to  save  ourselves  and  him  from  fal- 
ling by  their  hands,  moreover,  the  Indians  are  not  like  white 
men  ;  for  they  must  think  a  great  while.  He  must  therefore 
attend  our  councils,  and  look  and  hear  till  we  fchall  speak  on 
liis  business,  and  to-morrow  our  head  men  will  meet  together 
and  try  v»'hat  can  be  done."  While  we  v/ere  in  conversation 
together,  a  runner  came  to  the  Young  King,  acquainting  him 
tliat  Colonel  Butler  with  several  officers,  from  Niagara,  had  ar- 
rived at  the  store  house,  on  Lake  Erie,  where  Colonel  Butler 
desired,  that  the  sachems  and  head  men  of  the  nations  should 
meet  him  in  the  morning  ;  but  did  not  advise  that  I  should  at- 
tend with  them.  This  the  Young  King  desired  might  be  told 
to  me,  that  I  might  know  that  Colonel  Butler  had  called  them 
together,  the  circumstance  of  their  moving  the  council  fire 
from  hence  to  Lake  Erie,  had  never  been  attempted  before,  and 
may  with  propriety  be  said,  that  their  being  called  together 
without  my  being  to  be  present,  was  intended  to  answer  some 
private  purpose  ;  perhaps  to  damp  the  ardor  of  such  friends 
as  I  might  have  gained  among  the  Indians,  through  the  fair  and 
honorable  statements  which  I  had  laid  before  them  in  their 
councils.     Since   the    dusk  of  the  night  Captain  O'Beel  has 
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called  a  meeting  of  the  chiefs,  at  the  cabin  of  Cayassntta,  as  I 
understood  it,  to  advise  tliem  not  to  do  any  thing'  to  injure  me 
in  the  business  I  had  to  do  with  them.  In  the  course  of  this 
day,  Captains  Half  Town  and  Big  Tree,  and  several  of  the 
head  men  and  warriors  from  O'Beel's  town  and  Caltaragus, 
about  sixty  in  number,  and  Captain  Snake,  with  about  forty  of 
the  Delawares  arrived,  attended  by  many  of  their  women, 
3'outh,  &c.  By  invitation  I  dined  this  day  (in  company  with 
Captain  Houdin,)  with  the  principal  chief  of  the  Onandago 
nation,  named  Big  Sky.  His  castle  lay  about  three  miles  east 
of  Bufialo,  near  which  were  about  twenty-eight  good  cabins, 
and  the  inhabitants  appeared  in  general  to  be  decent  and  well 
clothed,  particularly  their  women,  some  of  which  were  dressed 
so  richly,  with  silken  stroud,  &c  ,  and  ornamented  with  so 
many  silver  trappings,  that  one  suit  must  be  of  the  value  of  at 
least  thirty  pounds  ;  some  of  the  latter  attended  the  feast,  which 
principally  consisted  of  young  pigeons,  some  boiled,  some 
stewed,  and  the  mode  of  dishing  them  up  was,  that  a  hank  of 
six  were  tied  with  a  deer's  sinew  around  their  necks,  their 
bills  pointing  outwards  ;  they  were  plucked  but  of  pen  feathers 
there  plenty  remained  ;  the  inside  was  taken  out,  but  it  ap- 
peared from  the  soup  made  of  them,  that  water  had  not  touched 
them  before.  The  repast  being  the  best  I  had  seen  for  a  long 
time,  I  ate  of  it  very  heartily,  and  the  entertainment  was  given 
with  the  appearance  of  much  hospitality.  Returned  about 
sunset  at  Buffalo. 

May  ith. 
The  whole  of  the  headmen  and  warriors  repaired  to  the  place 
yesterday  appointed  by  Colonel  Butler,  to  open  that  council 
they  intended  holding  at  the  British  garrison  of  Niagara,  I 
pressed  my  friend  O'Beel  to  go  forward  with  them  by  all  means, 
lest  the  United  States  should  not  be  represented.  About 
eleven  o'clock  an  Indian  runner  delivered  me  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Butler,  through  which  Captain  Houdin  and  myself  re- 
ceived a  polite  invitation  to  dine  with  him  and  his  ofricers, 
viz:  Captain  Burrows,  commandant  of  Fort  Erie,  Colonel 
Street,  Captain  Johnson,  Captain  Powell  and  Captain  Butler 
Shane  ;  most  of  which  gentlemen  appeared  to  speak  the  Indian 
language  fluently,  and  all  appeared  to  be  busily  engaged  with 
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the  parties,  holding:  converse  with  them.  The  tenor  of  which 
was,  as  I  since  understood  it,  that  they  must  be  cautious  what 
they  should  undertake  to  do  in  such  matters  as  I  had  laid  be- 
fore them  ;  and  before  they  might  determine,  they  must  repair 
to  Niagara  and  receive  the  instructions  of  Colonel  Gordon. 
Colonel  Butler  speaking  to  them  in  my  hearing  to  the  same 
efl'ect,  also  mentioning,  that,  as  Colonel  Brandt,  of  Grand  river 
and  Mr.  M'Gee,  agent  for  the  Indian  affairs  for  Detroit,  were 
now  preparing  to  go  among  the  Indians  at  war  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, to  know  what  their  intentions  were,  whether  for  war  or 
for  peace  ;  advising  them  by  all  means  to  wait  the  information 
that  would  be  received  from  them,  and,  should  it  not  come  as 
early  as  might  be  expected,  they  should  not  go  without  it,  as 
thereby  they  would  draw  war  upon  their  own  nations,  for  they 
were  very  angry  with  them  already,  and  would  be  more  so  in 
finding  an  American  among  them  ;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
his  going  among  them  was  to  establish  peace,  they  would  kill 
them  all  without  waiting  to  hear  what  errand  he  had  come 
upon.  This,  and  the  like  conversation  from  Colonel  Butler  be- 
side what  were  doing  by  his  officers  of  the  Indian  department 
then  present,  lasted  till  late  dinner  time,  and  previous  to  their 
going  away  to  their  castle  at  Buffalo.  The  Young  King  and 
Red  Jacket  remarked  to  Colonel  Butler,  that  the  speech  inten- 
ded for  the  Miami  and  Wabash  Indians  contained  threatening 
sentences  which  would  be  more  likely  to  irritate  them  than 
soften  them  into  a  compliance.  Upon  this  information  being 
given,  I  undertook  to  show  them  to  Colonel  Butler  and  others 
that  were  present,  that,  on  the  same  being  read  publicl}^  they 
acknowledged  that  they  had  not  understood  it  so  well  before, 
and  appeared  satisfied  that  a  mistake  rested  with  them.  A 
considerable  conversation  took  place  with  Colonel  Butler  and 
myself  in  presence  of  the  Young  King  and  other  chiefs  entirel}^ 
on  the  subject  of  a  peace,  and  of  my  intended  progress  through 
the  Miami  country  which  were  severally  interpreted  to  them, 
the  tenor  of  the  Colonel's  advice  being,  to  leave  the  whole  of 
the  treaty,  and  adjustment  of  the  same  to  the  chiefs  of  Buffalo, 
Colonel  Brandt  and  M'Gee,  whom  he  should  engage  for  to  ac- 
commodate the  disputes  between  the  Indians  at  war  and  the 
United  States,  and  on  no  account  to  attempt  the  undertaking 
myself,  as  he  was  well  aware  what  must  be  the  consequence. 
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Colonel  Butler  having  given  his  opinion  so  fully,  gave  me 
the  opportunity  to  explain  myself,  by  saying  that,  if  I  pos- 
sessed weakness  enough  to  submit  to  a  negotiation  on  the 
terms  he  had  introduced,  that  a  peace  could  not  be  confirmed 
■with  the  thirteen  States,  but  with  his  Britannic  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, in  their  behalf;  that,  on  the  completion  of  this  business, 
due  honor  would  rest  with  the  negotiators,  and,  by  such  a 
passive  procedure  in  me,  I  should  justlj'  entail  on  myself  last- 
ing disrepute.  That,  for  those  reasons,  the  chiefs  of  the  Six 
Nations  must  be  decisive  in  their  answer  to  me,  within  a  few 
days,  being  compelled  by  my  duty  to  seek  assistance  by  other 
expedients,  which  are  in  my  power — perceiving  in  some  of 
their  chiefs,  an  indifference  of  conduct  in  matters  which  I  held 
to  be  of  the  utmost  importance.  These  expressions  having 
been  interpreted  to  them,  they  severally  retired  to  their  vil- 
lages, and  I  received  the  invitation  of  continuing  the  night  with 
those  gentlemen,  and  complj'iug  with  the  same,  I  received  the 
utmost  civility  and  agreeable  conversation  till  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

3Iay  5ih. 

This  morning  Col.  Butler  and  his  suite  took  boat  from  hence, 
which  was  rowed  by  six  British  soldiers  across  the  lake,  for 
Fort  Erie  ;  and  previous  to  their  departure,  as  before  men- 
tioned, I  saw  that  each  and  every  public  paper  received  by 
Cornplanter,  at  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  message  that 
I  brought  to  the  Six  Nations,  were  safely  put  under  the  care 
of  Col.  Butler,  and  by  him  to  be  presented  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  Niagara,  as  concluded  upon  by  the  council  of 
the  Six  Nations,  so  that  the  counsel  of  Col.  Gordon  might  be 
obtained  by  them.  In  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  I  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  obtain  permission  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Niagara,  to  freight  one  of  the  Schooners  upon  the  lake,  to  con- 
duct me,  and  such  Indians  as  were  willing  to  go  with  me  to 
Sandusky,  in  order  that  no  time  might  be  lost  when  I  should 
gain  their  concurrence,  and  forwarded  the  same  by  an  Indian, 
being  unwilling  to  trouble  either  of  the  officers  with  its  car- 
riage, to  Col.  Gordon  ;  paid  him  15s. 

[See  the  letter  to  Col.  Gordon.] 
38— Vol.  IY. 
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31  ay  G. 
Red  Jacket  and  Captain  O'Beel  came  to  see  me,  when  the 
former  acquainted  me  with  the  reason  why  no  council  would 
be  held  this  day,  to  wit :  That  it  was  their  pigeon  time,  m 
which  the  Great  Spirit  had  blessed  them  with  an  abundance  ; 
and  that  such  was  his  goodness  to  the  Indians  that  He  never  failed 
sending  them  season  after  season,  and  although  it  might  seem 
a  small  matter  to  me,  the  Indians  will  never  lose  sight  of  those 
blessings.  This  is,  therefore,  the  reason  why  our  men,  women 
and  children,  are  gone  from  their  towns,  but  on  to-morrow  our 
headmen  will  return  and  your  business  again  shall  be  taken  up. 
'Tis  a  matter  worthy  of  observation,  that  at  some  convenient 
distance  from  every  one  of  the  Indian  settlements,  the  pigeons 
hatch  their  young  in  this  season  of  the  year,  and  the  trees, 
which  they  commonly  light  on,  are  low  and  of  the  bushy  kind, 
and  they  are  found  in  such  great  abundance,  that  exceeding  a 
hundred  nests,  a  pair  of  pigeons  in  each  are  common  to  be 
found  in  a  single  tree,  so  that  I  have  seen  in  one  house,  belong- 
ing to  one  family,  several  large  baskets  full  of  dead  squabs ; 
these  they  commonly  take  when  they  are  just  prepared  to 
leave  their  nests,  and  as  fat  as  is  possible  for  them  to  be  made ; 
when  after  they  are  plucked  and  cleansed  a  little,  they  are  pre- 
served by  smoke  and  laid  by  for  use. 

3Iay  7th. 
Captain  O'Beel  called  the  chiefs  together  on  business  con- 
cerning themselves ;  to  take  into  consideration  where  land 
should  be  selected  for  the  accommodation  of  certain  tribes  and 
families,  who  had  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
Six  Nations,  being  compelled  to  leave  their  former  situations, 
dreading  the  rage  of  the  Shawanese  and  Miami  Indians. 

To  Captain  Snake  and  the  Delawares  under  his  immediate 
care,  the  place  appointed  for  them  to  plant  in,  was  near  the 
village  of  Cattaraugus ;  to  the  families  of  Connondochta,  a 
chief  of  the  Messasagoes,  and  to  the  Bear's  Oil  Chief  and  his 
family,  who  fled  from  their  settlement,  Conyatt,  all  of  the  same 
nation,  had  their  planting  grounds  assigned  to  them  near  the 
village  of  Buffalo.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Bear's  Oil  chief  and 
Connondochta  at  this  place,  they  acquainted  me,  that,  from  their 
friends,  they  had  intelligence,  that  large  bodies  of  Indians  were 
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assembled  at  the  Miami,  preparing  for  a  descent  on  some  part 
of  our  settlements  or  garrisons,  on  or  near  the  Ohio,  and  that 
many  white  people  had  lately  fallen  by  the  hands  of  the  In- 
dians, in  which  attack,  two  warriors  were  lost ;  and  by  the 
same  information,  they  received  accounts  that  war  traces  were 
seen  leading  to  Fort  Pitt.  They  professed  to  be  very  happy 
in  seeing  of  me,  as  they  had  heard  it  in  their  own  country, 
the  business  I  had  come  upon.  At  this  meeting,  advice  was 
received  that  the  Squawky  Indians,  those  of  Carrahadeer,  and 
Hiskhue,  were  in  fear  of  our  white  people,  and  about  to  leave 
their  settlements  and  repair  to  Buffalo.  This  account  several 
of  the  chiefs  came  to  make  me  acquainted  with.  Upon  which 
I  told  them  such  a  report  had  not  the  least  shadow  of  truth, 
for  it  was  a  well  known  subject  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Gene- 
see, that,  by  my  mission,  I  was  sent  to  the  Six  Nations  as  a 
pledge  for  the  friendship  of  the  Thirteen  Fires,  to  them  ;  that 
whosoever  was  the  author  of  this  bad  report,  was  a  great 
enemy  to  the  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the  whites  inhabiting  the 
frontiers,  and  that,  therefore,  without  loss  of  time,  they  should 
send  messengers  to  advise  the  Indians  of  those  settlements  not 
to  stir  from  their  property,  but  tc  go  on  with  their  planting  as 
usual,  and  that  neither  our  army  nor  our  militia,  dare  to  dis- 
turb the  quiet.  This,  my  advice,  was  communicated  to  the  coun- 
cil, and  Cornplanter  was  active  in  forwarding  the  dispatches  to 
them.  During  this  day's  business  in  their  council,  it  was 
moved  that  some  of  their  chiefs,  attended  by  the  Farmer's 
Brother,  should  go  to  Niagara  to  obtain  the  counsel  and  as- 
sistance of  Colonel  Gordon ;  but  nothing  was  determined 
upon. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith  arrived  this  day  from  the  Genesee  with  a 
message  from  Col.  Pickering,  intimating  to  the  Six  Nations 
that  he  had  received  presents  for  them  from  the  United  States, 
desiring  their  attendance  at  the  Painted  Post  on  the  Tioga 
river,  on  the  16th  day  of  June  next.  The  introductory  part 
of  his  address  pointed  out  to  them  the  interview  that  he  had 
had  with  their  chiefs  at  Tioga  Point  two  years  since  ;  that  there 
the  mutual  friendships  between  the  United  States  and  the  Six 
Nations  were  entered  into  ;  that  he  was  happy  to  inform  them 
that  the  chain  between  them  was  held  fast  by  the  States,  and 
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kept  free  from  rust.  In  his  next  position,  he  recommended  to 
them  to  keep  peaceable  in  their  towns,  and  by  no  means  to 
join  the  Indians  who  were  carrying-on  a  war  against  the  United 
States.  I  seconded  the  purport  of  his  speech  to  them  and  ad- 
vised, in  a  particular  manner,  that  the  whole  of  their  chiefs 
and  warriors  with  their  women,  would  present  themselves  at 
Cohockton  on  the  day,  or  as  near  it  as  possible,  and  receive 
the  benefits  which  would  be  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  Thir- 
teen Fires  ;  and  this  the  chiefs  promised  should  be  attended 
to. 

Council  tliis  day  as  usual,  without  my  meeting  amongst 
theni.     Nothing  more  material. 

May  Sth. 

A  groat  dance  was  performed  iiere  this  day,  and  worship  by 
the  Six  Nations  ])resent ;  but  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day  held 
council,  and  I  was  present.  For  the  particulars,  see  the  speech 
of  Fish  Carrier,  a  chief  of  the  Cayugas,  and  the  right  hand  man 
of  Brandt  and  Butler, 

May  9th. 

The  council  being  convened,  I  replied  to  the  speech  of  Fish 
Carrier  delivered  yesterday,  in  which  I  gave  them  to  under- 
stand that  I  thought  it  useless  for  me  to  stay  any  longer  with 
them  at  Buffalo,  seeing  that  those  who  were  in  the  interest  of 
the  British  had  deterred  others  of  them  from  serving  in  the 
■cause  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  whatsoever  they  might 
have  conceived  of  their  conduct  throughout  this  business, 
that  I  would  lay  it  in  its  true  colors  before  General  Washing- 
ton, the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  he  might  be  the 
judge  how  far  the  Six  Nations  deserved  his  future  attention 
and  care.  And  here  I  must  inform  the  chief  and  head  men  of 
the  Six  Nations,  that  I  have,  by  your  desire  from  time  to  time, 
overstaid  the  period  limited  me  to  be  at  Fort  Washington,  be- 
ing the  thirteenth  day  since  my  arrival.  I  therefore  call  upon 
you  for  your  final  answer  to  my  message,  and  I  cannot  doubt 
but  it  will  be  such  that  will  remove  all  those  troubles  from  my 
mind  that  it  has  labored  under  for  many  days  past ;  and  this 
you  must  receive  as  the  last  talk  I  have  to  make  to  you,  unless 
that  something  worthy  of  my  attention  shall  be  publicly  de- 
clared by  your  head  men,  that  can  alter  the  opinion  I  now  pos- 
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sess.  And  shall  only  add  in  this  place,  that  it  is  my  fervent 
desire  that  the  Great  Spirit  may  always  preside  over  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Six  Nations,  and  direct  all  their  doings  for  their 
lasting  happiness.  Previous  to  my  leaving  the  council,  Red 
Jacket  and  the  Young  King  desired  that  I  would  wait  their 
future  deliberations,  and  from  a  few  words  which  were  after- 
wards spoken  to  me  by  Red  Jacket  in  council,  gave  me  the 
first  reason  to  expect  their  assistance. 

MaijlO. 

Worship  was  performed  this  day  as  usual. 

JIaij  1 1 . 

The  great  dance  thit  succeeded  was  attended  with  a  very 
drunken  entertainment,  from  the  Young  King  to  the  meanest 
subject,  Cornplanter  and  some  of  the  elders  of  the  women 
excepted  ;  but  not  the  least  insolence  was  offered  to  mo,  or  any 
of  my  people. 

May  12 

There  was  a  general  alarm  took  place  in  all  the  villages  near 
this  quarter,  the  cause  of  it  I  had  judged  proceeded  from  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States ;  but  report  gave  it  that  there 
was  a  large  number  of  Indians  approaching  the  castle  of  Buf- 
falo, and  that  one  of  them  had  come  to  a  woman  the  last  even- 
ing, and  showed  her  two  fresh  scalps,  one  of  which  was  a 
white  man's,  and  the  other  an  Indian's  ;  the  last  scalp  so  large, 
that  the  ears  with  its  bobs  remained  to  it,  and  that  the  main  ob- 
ject was  to  make  demand  of  the  white  persons  among  them, 
and  of  me  in  particular,  to  be  surrendered  ;  and  should  it  be 
denied,  they  would  commence  an  open  war  amongst  them. 
Capt.  O'Beel  on  this  feigned  alarm  ;  sent  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th,  a  number  of  his  Indians  to  discover  if  there 
was  the  appearance  of  an  enemy's  track  ;  but  returned  in 
the  afternoon  and  reported  that  there  had  been  no  Indians 
where  it  had  been  said  there  were  seen  in  numbers.  Some  time 
iu  the  day  the  Young  King  went  to  the  encampment  of  the 
Bear's  Oil  chief,  and  in  conversation  with  him,  and  many 
others  of  the  Indians,  told  them  to  prepare  for  going  to  Nia- 
gara in  the  morning,  with  him  and  others,  to  consult  with  Col. 
Gordon  what  was  neccssar}^  to  be  done,  as  I  had  required  an 
immediate  answer  from   the    Six  Nations;,  on   nty  messages  to 
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thein,  and  to  determine  -whether  t.hcy  should  lake  the  advice 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  advice  of  the  British.  This  informa- 
tion 1  received  from  Captain  Print,  an  Indian  Chief,  and  one  of 
those  who  accompanied  Gen.  Sullivan,  speaking  the  English 
Language  sufficiently  well  to  be  understood.  He  told  me  fur- 
ther, that  the  British  were  the  main  instigation  of  my  not  suc- 
eeding  hitherto.  This  led  me  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  chiefs  at 
my  cabin  this  evening,  and  particularly  the  Young  King  to  be  of 
the  number.  Captain  Print  was  present,  as  also  O'Beel.  Before 
them  I  recounted  many  principal  objects,  as  the  end  of  m}'  mis- 
sion to  them  ;  and  in  the  clearest  and  most  becoming  manner,  I 
showed  themwherethey  had  failed  to  perform  in  many  instances, 
all  that  I  required  at  their  hands  ;  and  if  such  had  been  attended 
to  by  them,  the  United  States  would  be  more  liberal  in  their  re- 
wards, but  the  contrary  having  taken  place,  the  more  straightened 
their  gifts  would  be  in  future  ;  and  that  the  reasons  that  they 
were  now  called  to  the  Painted  Post  to  receive  clothing,  &c  , 
at  the  hands  of  Col.  Pickering,  were  under  the  firmest  belief 
of  the  President  of  the  Thirteen  Fires,  that  we  are  at  this  time 
far  advanced  in  the  country  of  the  unfriendly  Indians,  proceed- 
ing on  our  way  to  the  treaty  at  Fort  Washington,  which  is  to  be 
held  by  Gen.  St.  Clair,  Governor  of  the  Western  territories. 
What  passed  at  this  interview  between  me  and  them,  was 
soon  carried  for  the  information  of  the  elders  of  the  women, 
and  was  the  cause  of  the  awakening  the  whole  of  them  from 
their  lethargy.  Mess  expenses  for  four  persons,  and  feed  for 
our  horses,  commencing  27th  April,  to  13th  May,  both  days 
included,  £12  IGs.  Id. 

Information  received  this  day  of  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  inter- 
preter, as  he  had  the  same  from  a  Mr.  John  Knowles,  of  De- 
troit, and  formerly  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  silversmith, 
viz  :  that  after  the  battle  which  was  fought  last  fall,  between 
Colonel  Ilarmar  and  the  Wabash  Indians,  &c.,  great  quantities 
of  provisions,  ammunition  and  other  necessaries,  were  sent  to 
the  seat  of  war  to  supply  the  Indians,  and  conducted  by  a 
Simon  Gerty  and  some  other  persons  from  the  garrison  of  De- 
troit, said  to  be  of  more  notoriety  than  said  Gert}',  this  being 
a  fact  founded  on  truth. 
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Quere.  Is  not  as  likely  that  they  are  constantly  supplied  by 
the  same  process  with  every  article  they  stand  in  need  of  to 
carry  on  war  with  the  United  States;  and,  can  this  be  a  prin- 
ciple comporting  with  the  reputation  of  a  brave  Briton  ?  I 
think  not. 

Hay  lith. 

Private  council  tliis  day  with  the  Indians,  as  usual,  in  which 
they  strongly  debated  on  the  principles  under  consideration 
between  me  and  Colonel  Butler,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
more  fully  explained  in  the  speech  of  the  Young  King,  as- 
sisted by  Fish  Carrier,  which  he  delivered  in  my  hut  after  can- 
dle light.     (See  subsequent  page.) 

The  afternoon  of  the  9th  instant,  about  5  o'clock,  my  inter- 
preter came  to  inform  me,  that  Mr.  William  Ewing  had  called 
the  chiefs  to  his  hut,  (as  was  his  custom,  unknown  to  me,  al. 
most  every  afternoon,)  and  that  a  council  fire  was  lighted  in 
the  front  of  the  same  ;  that  Fish  Carrier,  the  Farmer's  Brother 
and  several  other  chiefs  were  present,  consulting  on  the  busi- 
ness I  have  before  alluded  to.  It  gave  me  some  concern,  that 
the  imprudence  of  this  young  man  had  compelled  me  to  come 
forward,  to  silence  him,  as  1  was,  plainly  ;  and  received  infor- 
mation also  that  the  Indians  were  not  able  to  decide  what  pur- 
pose was  intended,  by  sending  two  extraordinary  messengers 
to  them  atone  time  ;  being  led  to  believe,  that  the  authority 
of  each  was  nearly  similar.  I  proceeded  to  the  council  fire, 
and  in  a.  short  manner  introduced  my  business  to  the  chiefs,  of 
what  was  the  cause  that  brought  me  forward  to  interfere  in 
the  business  of  their  council. 

Upon  this,  I  turned  to  Mr.  Ewing,  and  charged  him  with 
having  insidiously  thrown  obstructions  in  my  way,  and  was 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  mj^  not  having  succeeded  in  the 
purpose  of  my  message  to  the  Six  Nations.  In  consequence 
of  which,  I  commanded  him,  in  the  presence  of  the  chiefs,  at 
his  peril  to  proceed  any  farther,  in  either  their  public  or  their 
private  councils,  until  my  mission  was  fully  decided  upon  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  should  he  attempt  it  after 
this  caution,  that  I  should  be  unpleasingly  compelled  to  com- 
mit him  to  the  first  prison  that  could  be  come  at  within  the 
United  States,  and  prosecute  him,  on  the  obvious  reasons  be- 
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fore  reciteJ.  The  purport  of  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Ew- 
ing-,  I  desired  ray  interpreter  to  communicate  to  the  chiefs, 
and  upon  which  I  left  them  to  regale  themselves  with  liquor, 
placed  before  them  for  the  occasion. 

On  the  Young  King's  closing  his  conversation  with  me  for 
the  night,  and  roundly  denying  that  they  would  accompany 
me  in  person  to  the  Miaraies,  &c.,  I  took  this  as  the  last  occa- 
sion I  should  have  to  tell  those  who  accompanied  him  the  sen- 
timents of  my  mind,  and  assuring  them,  at  the  same  time,  that 
whatever  I  should  say  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  my  return, 
should  be  identically  to  the  same  eflect  that  1  had  upon  all  oc- 
casions accosted  them  ;  and  that,  as  I  scorned  deception,  I 
must  generously  tell  them  that  I  was  displeased  with  their  de- 
lays, and  of  the  little  respect  they  had  paid  to  the  message 
that  I  was  charged  with  to  their  nations.  That  if  the  same 
was  well  received  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  would  tend  to 
their  future  advantage  ;  but  that  I  could  not  persuade  myself 
would  be  the  case,  and  closed  our  conversation  for  the  night. 

May  1 5  th. 
Early  this  morning  the  elders  of  the  Ljdian  women  resorted 
to  my  hut,  (present  a  number  of  chiefs.)  Having  heard  the 
general  conversation  that  took  place  between  me  and  the  Young 
King  the  evening  before,  addressed  me  in  the  following  man- 
ner : 

"Brother  : — The  Lord  has  spared  us  until  a  new  day  to  talk 
together ;  for,  since  you  came  here  from  General  Washington, 
you,  and  our  uncles  the  sachems,  have  been  counselling  to" 
gether.  Moreover,  your  sisters,  the  women,  have  taken  the 
same  into  great  consideration,  because  that  you  and  our  sachems 
have  said  so  much  upon  it.  Now,  that  is  the  reason  why  we 
have  come  to  say  something  to  you,  and  to  tell  you  that  the 
Great  Spirit  hath  preserved  you,  and  you  ought  to  hear  and 
listen  to  what  we  women  shall  speak,  as  well  as  to  the  sach- 
ems ;  for  we  are  the  owners  of  this  land  and  it  is  ours  ;  for  it 
is  we  that  plant  it  for  our  and  their  use.  Hear  us,  therefore, 
for  we  speak  of  things  that  concern  us  and  oar  children,  and 
you  must  not  think  hard  of  us  while  our  men  shall  say  more  to 
you  ;  fur  we  ha\-e  told  them." 
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The  above  speech  being'  ended,  1  acceded  to  a  request  they 
made  that  I  would  attend  their  sachems  in  council  this  day, 
and  hear  what  should  be  said  by  the  women's  speaker,  the 
young  prince  of  the  Turtle  tribe,  (Red  Jacket.)  Soon  after 
their  departure  the  alarm  gun  was  fired,  which  was  their  sig- 
nal to  call  their  head  men  into  council.  They  were  soon  as- 
sembled from  their  adjacent  villages,  and  sent  some  of  their 
sachems  to  usher  me  and  my  colleague  into  their  assembly. 
Being  arrived,  the  first  matter  unusual  that  presented  itself, 
were  the  elders  of  the  women  seated  near  their  chiefs.  When, 
after  a  short  silence,  the  speech  of  the  women  was  continued 
by  Red  Jacket,  agreeably  to  the  terms  entered  into  between 
them,  and  the  whole  of  the  leading  sachems  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, as  follows : 
"Brother  from  Pennsylvania: 

"You  thatare  sent  from  General  Washington,  and  by  the  Thir- 
teen Fires  ;  you  have  been  sitting  side  by  side  with  us  every 
day,  and  the  Lord  has  appointed  us  another  pleasant  day  to 
meet  again. 

"Now,  listen.  Brother  :  You  know  what  we  have  been  doing 
so  long,  and  what  trouble  we  have  been  at ;  and  yo.u  know 
that  is  has  been  the  request  of  our  head  warrior  (O'Beel,)  that 
we  are  left  to  answer  for  our  women,  who  are  to  conclude 
what  ought  to  be  done  by  both  sachems  and  warriors.  So  hear 
what  is  their  conclusion.  Brother,  the  business  you  have  come 
on  is  very  troublesome,  and  we  have  been  a  long  time  consid- 
ering on  it,  ever  since  you  come  here  ;  and  now  the  elders  of 
our  women,  considering  the  greatness  of  your  business,  have 
said  that  our  sachems  and  warriors  must  help  you  over  your  diffi- 
culties, for  the  good  of  them  and  their  children,  Moreover, 
you  tell  us  since  the  treaty  of  Tioga  with  us,  the  Americans 
are  strong  for  peace. 

"Now,  all  that  has  been  done  for  you  by  our  women,  and  the 
rest  will  be  a  hard  task  for  us  ;  for  the  people  at  the  setting 
sun  are  bad  people,  and  you  have  come  on  us  in  too  much  haste 
for  such  great  matters  of  importance  And  now,  brother,  you 
must  look  when  it  is  light  in  the  morning  until  the  setting  sun, 
and  you  must  reach  3'oar  neck  over  the  land,  and  take  all  the. 
light  you  can,  to  show  the  danger.     And  this  is  the  words  of 
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our  women  to  you,  and  tlie  sachems  and  warriors  who  shall  go 
with  you.  And  now  we  shall  name  them,  as  they  have  first  pre- 
sented themselves  in  this  full  council,  viz  :  Our  first  great 
sachem  Kuyascetta,  Red  Jacket,  the  young  prince  of  the  Turtle 
tribe.  Captain  John  of  the  Onandagoes,  the  Grand  Carrier 
Awangogathe,  [The  foregoing  are  four  chiefs  of  six  who  were 
appointed  to  conduct  me  into  the  country  of  the  unfriendly 
Indians,  The  names  of  the  other  two  grand  chiefs  were  at  the 
same  time  given,  but,  by  some  accident  not  inserted.]  And 
now  we  will  name  our  chief  warriors,  viz  :  Sawishue,  Cuyand- 
doas,  Unandasthenous,  Thenachqua,  Conneague,  Teuauquach 
qua,  Otanhjohngottang,  Hottendeyouche  and  Attwanikea. 

"Now,  brother  from  Pennsylvania  and  from  General  Wash- 
ington, I  have  told  you  what  has  been  directed.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, throw  all  care  on  the  mercy  of  our  Great  Keeper,  in  hopes 
that  he  will  assist  us.  You  now  know  that  Col.  Butler,  of  the 
British,  told  us  that  he  must  take  our  writings  down  to  Col. 
Gordon,  as  he  is  a  very  wise  man,  and  perhaps  he  may  have 
something  to  say  to  us  that  is  for  our  good  And  we  also 
want  his  assistance,  as  he  is  the  man  that  keeps  all  the  vessels 
that  is  on  the  lake.  Therefore,  my  brother,  make  your  mind 
easy,  for  your  request  is  granted,  and  when  we  hear  from  our 
brothers,  the  British,  then  we  shall  know  what  time  we  can 
start.  And  you  must  not  be  uneasy  that  our  brother,  O'Beel, 
■does  not  go  with  you,  for  he  is  very  tired  and  he  must  rest 
awhile,  and  take  charge  of  our  young  warriors  while  they  are 
playing,  (hunting,)  to  keep  them  in  peace,  for  fear  of  danger. 
And  now,  while  we  are  speaking,  more  of  our  young  warriors 
have  given  their  names  to  go  with  you." 

Having  received  this  welcome  information,  and  so  firmly  au- 
thenticated by  so  complete  a  council,  I  undertook  to  write  a 
second  letter  to  Col.  Gordon,  commandant  of  Niagara,  making 
request  of  him  to  grant  me  a  passage  in  one  of  the  merchant  or 
other  vessels  on  lake  Erie,  for  a  certain  number  of  Indians, 
and  others,  intended  to  accompany  me  to  the  Miamies,  and 
from  thence  to  Fort  Washington,  on  the  Ohio,  and,  the  better 
to  prevent  any  miscarriage  or  delaj^  I  sent  it  by  Mr.  Horatio 
Jones,  my  interpreter,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  enjoining 
him  by  all  means  to  present  it  to  the  Colonel  himself,  and  to 
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return  with  an  answer  to  me  as  speedily  as  possible.  [See 
the  letter.] 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  he  crossed  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  to  Niagara,  and,  being  well  acquainted  there,  be 
went  through  any  part  of  the  garrison  he  thought  proper,  un- 
til about  ten  o'clock,  when  he  went  to  the  commandant  to  pre- 
sent my  letter.  Mr.  Jones  informed  me,  that,  as  soon  as  it 
was  known  that  he  was  charged  with  a  public  message  from 
me,  the  town  major  had  orders  to  put  an  orderly  non-commis- 
sioned officer  to  attend  him,  and  to  prevent  his  going  through 
the  garrison  or  of  holding  any  particular  conversation  with  the 
inhabitants.  And,  as  soon  as  Col.  Gordon  sent  to  him  the  an- 
swer of  my  letter,  he  was  ordered  to  return  to  Buffalo  by  the 
same  route  he  had  came  ;  and  the  orderly  conducted  him  to 
the  ferry  where  he  had  crossed  in  the  morning,  and  returned 
on  the  19th,  to  me  at  Buffalo. 

The  answer  which  Col.  Gordon  sent  in  his  letter  was,  that,  as 
he  had  not  seen  those  public  documents  that  1  had  wrote  him 
of,  therefore  he  could  not  enter  into  a  discussion  with  me  on 
matters  of  a  public  nature,  viewing  me  onl^'  in  the  line  of  a 
private  agent ;  nor  was  he  authorized  to  permit  me  a  passage 
for  the  Indians  I  proposed  carrying  to  Sandusky,  in  any  of  the 
vessels  on  the  lake,  (See  his  letter.)  This  unfriendly  denial 
puts  a  stop  to  the  further  attempting  to  go  to  the  Miamies, 
as  the  Indian  chiefs  who  proposed  to  accompany  me  were  un- 
able to  walk  the  distance  required,  and  it  was  held  by  them 
unsafe  to  go  in  a  large  Albany  boat  I  had  contracted  for,  fear- 
ing disappointments  ;  as  to  gain  a  harbor  for  such  a  boat  in  case 
of  rough  water,  it  could  not  be  met  with  at  times,  under  going 
the  distance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  and  all  winds  from  the 
north-east  and  north-west  and  northerly,  made  the  lake  very 
turbulent,  and  the  waters  as  rough  as  the  ocean. 

While  Mr.  Jones  continued  at  Niagara,  six  engineers  and 
twenty-five  or  more  artificers  arrived  there  from  Quebec,, 
being  sent  by  Lord  Dorchester  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
some  works  of  fortifications.  lie  likewise  saw  that  fresh  work 
had  been  done  to  the  face  of  the  garrison,  &c. 

I  have  likewise  been  informed  that  the  British  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  new  fortress  on  tlie  north  side  of  Lake  Erie,  at 
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some  distance  higher  up  the  rapids,  and  I  presume,  (beyond 
the  range  of  thirteen  incli  shells  from  the  present  garrison  ;  it 
being  very  evident  they  cannot,  in  justice  maintain  it  much 
longer.  The  reason  of  their  establishing  of  new  garrisons  on 
the  lakes  is  very  obvious,  they  being  intended  lor  the  support 
of  the  fur  trade,  which  produces  abundance  of  wealth  yearly 
to  Great  Britain.  But  this  revenue  will,  I  hope,  very  soon  be 
decreased,  on  the  surrender  of  the  Fort  of  Detroit,  the  key 
of  the  fur  trade  by  the  lakes  and  such  posts  as  may  be  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States  in  the  Western  territory,  near  the 
Mississippi,  and  also  in  the  Wabash  country,  and  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  old  French  garrison  of  Presque 
Isle  ;  which  will  invite  most  of  the  trade  from  the  Grand  river, 
that  empties  itself  into  Lake  Erie,  on  the  north  side,  and  at  a 
small  distance  from  that  beautiful  station  of  as  fertile  lands  as 
America  produces,  of  a  pure  air  and  a  healthful  climate. 

During  the  absence  of  my  interpreter,  twelve  of  the  chiefs, 
headed  by  the  Young  King,  came  to  the  Store-house  on  the 
lake,  (at  which  place  I  was  writing  my  dispatches  for  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,)  and  informed  me  that  they  understood  that  I 
had  intentions  of  going  away  secretly  from  them  in  the-night, 
and  that  I  had  proffered  an  extraordinary  price  for  a  horse  for 
that  purpose,  and  had  likewise  oflered  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  an  Indian  to  carry  my  letters  to  Pittsburg.  I  then  inquired 
who  was  their  informant,  that  I  had  communicated  these  things 
to.  They  answered  that  John  Berr}',  an  Indian,  who  inter- 
preted for  Mr.  Ewing,  bad  told  them  so,  and  they  had  come  to 
know  my  reason  for  so  doing.  I  replied,  that  such  a  thought 
had  not  passed  my  mind,  and  that,  if  I  had  had  such  inten- 
tions,  why  should  I  have  sent  my  interpreter  to  Niagara,  to 
obtain  a  vessel  to  conduct  me  and  them  to  the  place  I  so  earn- 
estly and  so  constantly  had  solicited  them  to  accompany  me  ? 
And  that,  were  I  disposed  to  leave  them  in  that  manner,  I 
should  not  have  sold  my  horse  yesterday  to  their  trader,  Mr. 
Vinney;  and  the  sole  reason  of  my  having  sold  him,  was,  that 
we  could  not  take  a  horse  by  water  to  Sandusky  ;  for,  when 
theie,  we  should  have  the  utmost  occasion  for  them,  having  to 
travel  a  long  distance  on  foot.  But  the  mistake  or  wrong  in- 
terpretation rested  on  this  point.     My  intentions  of  going  by 
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water,  as  above  related,  prompted  me  to  engage  one  of  O'Beel's 
Indians,  whom  I  believed  to  be  an  honest  man,  to  carry  my 
letters  to  Fort  Franklin  ;  and,  as  well  as  having  ofiiered  him 
certain  payment  for  his  services,  1  had  proposed  to  him  a  horse 
to  carry  him  to  the  New  Arrow's  town,  where  the  horse  be- 
longed, and  the  rest  of  the  way  he  might  go  by  water,  if  he 
chose  to  do  so.  Moreover,  to  speak  in  their  own  language,  I 
was  more  of  a  man  than  to  leave  my  friends  in  that  manner ; 
and  that  whenever  I  was  about  to  go  from  them,  I  should  tell 
them  so,  and  take  my  leave  of  the  Six  Nations.  Having  so 
said  to  them,  I  gave  them  a  treat,  and  they  returned  to  the 
towns  fully  pleased  and  satisfied. 

Ilaij  11th. 
Red  Jacket  and  other  of  the  chiefs  informed  me  that  my 
friends  in  the  difl'crent  towns  expected  that  I  would  give  them 
something  to  drink,  as  they  were  going  to  have  a  great  dance 
before  they  should  leave  their  women.  I  readily  accepted  his 
proposition,  and  ordered  eight  gallons  of  the  best  spirits  to  be 
presented  them  for  the  entertainment ;  and  I  desired  that  the 
women  should  be  attended  to  particularly,  for  their  valuable 
conduct  in  the  last  great  council. 

May  18th  and  19th. 
I  was  engaged  in  preparing  m}'' despatches  for  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  other  letters  of  the  same  import  for  Governor  St. 
Clair,  and  I  proposed  to  forward  them  by  the  way  of  New 
Arrow's  town,  thence  to  Fort  Franklin  and  Pittsburgh,  and  ap- 
pointed Captain  Stmgfisb,  of  New  Arrow's  town  to  be  the 
bearer,  whose  wife  was  the  principal  governess  and  leader  of 
the  chiefs  among  the  women,  and  the  principal  promoter  in 
gaining  the  sachems  over  to  my  interest.  It  is  well  known  to 
every  person  entrusted  with  a  public  commission  among  the 
Indians,  that  they  are  expected  to  possess  a  liberal  hand.  Red 
Jacket  whom  we  have  often  spoken  of,  waited  on  me  this  morn- 
ing to  tell  me  that  his  house  wanted  a  floor  ;  that,  as  he  was 
going  with  me  and  desirous  to  leave  bis  family  more  comfort- 
able in  his  absence,  he  expected  that  I  would  have  it  done  for 
him.  IMoreover,  he  wanted  some  rnm  for  his  wife  and  his 
mother;  and,  that  he  might  drink  with  them  before  he  set  out 
on  his  intended  journey,  he  wanted  a  little  for  himself.     The 
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first  request  of  laying  his  floor,  I  promised  to  have  done  imme- 
diately before  our  going  on  board  the  vessel  ;  and  to  make  him 
and  his  wife  cheerful  at  parting,  gave  orders  to  present  him 
with  one  gallon  of  rum.  The  Young  King  was  not  less  press, 
ing  in  his  request  for  rum  on  various  occasions ;  and  although 
he  did  not  behave  so  well  in  their  councils  as  I  desired,  I  did 
not  send  them  away  empty  handed,  sound  policy  having  dic- 
tated my  motives.  And,  as  I  perceived  that  Captain  O'BeePs 
modesty  prevented  his  calling  on  me  in  that  way,  to  him  and 
Cuyaratta  I  was  not  less  liberal.  To  a  Shawnee  Indian  named 
Chafudet,  (or  Hot  Sun,)  one  of  the  chiefs  appointed  to  conduct 
me  into  the  Shawnee  country,  I  gave  a  blanket,  being  entreated 
by  him  in  a  particular  manner  to  furnish  him,  for  which  I  gave 
18s.  9d.  This  afternoon  and  immediately  after  Mr.  Jones'  ar- 
rival from  Niagara,  the  Young  King  and  the  major  part  of  the 
chiefs  came  to  be  acquainted  what  was  the  result  of  Colonel 
Gordon's  answer  to  me,  upon  which  I  informed  them  to  meet 
me  in  general  council  in  the  morning,  being  desirous  of  com" 
municating  some  matters  of  consequence  to  them,  and  then 
they  should  be  informed  of  the  contents  of  his  letter.  About 
this  time  I  received  information,  that,  about  eight  days  since, 
Colonel  Brandt  had  set  out  from  the  Grand  river  with  about 
forty  warriors,  to  touch  at  Detroit,  to  take  with  him  Mr.  M'- 
Gee,  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  that  district,  from  thence,  to 
proceed  to  the  great  encampment  of  those  Indians  at  war  with 
the  United  States ;  and  by  those  who  are  professed  friends  of 
the  British  family,  believed  that  his  motives  were  not  to  pacify 
them,  but  to  inflame  their  minds  to  a  more  vigorous  opposition. 

May  20ih. 
According  to  my  proposals  of  yesterday,  I  met  them  in  gen- 
eral council ;  introduced  and  explained  the  substance  of  Colonel 
Gordon's  letter  to  me,  apprising  them  that  I  was  sensible  of 
the  cause  that  led  him  to  give  me  such  a  denial,  that  it  was 
replete  with  envy  in  him  towards  the  L'nited  States.  And  it 
spoke  no  great  affection  in  him  towards  the  Indians,  and  that, 
ultimately,  it  must  reflect  on  his  name  and  station,  the  unfa- 
vorable epithet  of  a  discernible  public,  as  preferring  to  cherish 
the  rage  of  the  desolating  sword  of  war,  to  the  happiness 
which  flows  in  such  abundance  through  the  channels  of  peace. 
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And  perceiving  from  those  causes,  that  nothing  farther  can  be 
done  by  us  at  this  time,  I  must  take  my  leave  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  return  with  my  informations  to  the  chiefs  that  sent 
me,  to  whose  attention  I  will  recommend  them,  seeing  that  no 
fault  at  this  time  lays  at  their  door.  Having  placed  the  whole 
of  our  disappointment  to  the  fount  from  whence  it  came,  and 
to-morrow  being  the  day  I  propose  moving  hence,  I  have  now 
to  desire  that  the  chiefs  will  prepare  to  deliver  me  their  farewell 
speech,  which  I  will  duly  communicate  to  the  Great  Chief  of 
the  Thirteen  Fires,  and  hope  that  it  may  be  done  soon  to-mor- 
row. 

31ay  2lst. 
The  whole  of  the  chiefs  resorted  to  my  cabin,  and  the  Young 
King,  by  appointment,  gave  their  farewell  speech,  but  not 
without  the  aid   of  P^ish  Carrier,  whose  physiognomy,  when 
speaking,  put  me  in  remembrance  of  the  old  Roman  senators, 
possessing  so  much  keen  gravity  in  his  manner.     [For  the  con- 
clusive speech  of  the  Farmer's  Brother,  see  subsequent  page.] 
Settled  with  Mr.  Cornelius  Vinney,  for  liquors,  &c.,  had  for 
the  Indians  occasionally,  £26  Ss..  deducting  32  dollars  for  a 
horse  sold  to  him,  bought  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  at  Tioga.     Also, 
gave  a  white  prisoner  that  lived  with  said  Vinney,  9s.  44^d. 
Having  now  all  matters  arranged,  I  delivered  to  Captain  Hou- 
din  all  the  public  writings  I  had  prepared  for  his  Excellency 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  sent  him  by  the  Genesee,  in  com- 
pany with  Messrs.  Smith  and  Ewing,  residents  of  said  place, 
(in  the  several  villages  adjacent  to  the  castle  of  Buffalo,  to 
wit:  The  Senecas,  the   Cayugus,  the  Onandagos,   &c.,  there 
are  more  than  170  tolerable  well  built  huts,)  and  proceeded  by 
the  verge  of  the  lake  for  Cattaraugus,  with  my  interpreter  and 
servant,  where  we  arrived  on  the  22d.     f  aid  for  the  hire  of 
two  horses  hither,  and  time  for  returning,  45s.     The  reason  of 
my  taking  the  route  for  Pittsburgh  was,  that  I  was  apprehen- 
sive that  ray  letters  might  have  been  intercepted,  had  I  put 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  Indian  before  named,  and  taken  to 
a  British  garrison  for  inspection,  and  that  my  conducting  them 
myself  might  give  me  the  opportunity  of  meeting  with  Gen- 
eral St   Clair  or  Colonel  Butler,  and  giving  them  personal  in- 
formation of  such  matters  as  might  not  have  been  treated  on 
in  my  letter. 
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Having-  found  myself  fully  disposed  to  make  a  forced  march 
to  Pittsburgh,  though  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  hired  fresh  horses 
and  an  Indian  to  go  to  New  Arrow's  Town  and  to  return,  for 
which  I  paid  eight  dollars  ;  and  for  a  supply  of  stores  from  a 
British  trader  16s.  10|d.  1  arrived  at  the  New  Arrow's  Town 
on  the  24th  in  the  evening,  (distance  80  miles,)  having  en* 
camped  out  in  the  woods  the  two  preceding  nights  ;  I  had  no 
sooner  arrived  than  the  chiefs  were  summoned  to  council  by 
the  sound  of  a  conch  shell,  which  was  intended  for  nothing 
more  than  to  take  their  leave  of  me.  Here  I  parted  with  my 
interpreter,  for  him  to  return  to  the  Genesee  country,  the 
place  of  his  residence,  and  accounted  with  for  sixty-one  days' 
services,  allowing  him  six  days  to  return,  at  10|s.  per  day,  a 
balance  appearing  in  his  favor  of  £24  13s.  l^d.  I  gave  him 
my  obligation  to  pay  the  same  at  sight,  in  Philadelphia  ;  and 
at  a  late  settlement  with  the  paymaster  general  of  the  United 
States,  I  left  the  same,  together  with  £18  payable  to  Messrs. 
Hollinback  &  Maxwell,  for  a  small  horse  received  of  them  at 
Tioga  Point,  and  £7  10s.  to  the  payment  of  my  draft  on  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  Joseph  Smith,  Indian  interpreter.  Pre- 
vious to  my  leaving  this  town,  23d  of  April  last,  I  was  obliged 
to  send  my  own  riding  horse  to  the  Genesee  settlement,  it  be- 
ing impossible  to  procure  forage  or  corn  for  him,  and  at  which 
place  he  has  remained  ever  since  at  expenses.  Not  having  it 
in  my  power  of  doing  otherwise,  and  whether  the  same  will 
be  allowed  for  to  me,  I  must  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Being  in  private  conversation  this  evening  with  Captain 
O'Beel,  and  setting  between  him  and  the  New  Arrow  sachem, 
I  hinted  to  Captain  O'Beel,  that  if  he  would  go  and  join  Gene- 
ral St.  Clair  with  35  or  40  of  his  warriors,  as  well  equipped  as 
he  could  make  them,  purely  to  counterbalance  the  force  that 
Brandt  had  taken  with  him  to  the  unfriendly  Indians,  I  would 
use  endeavors  with  the  Secretary  of  War  to  procure  him  a 
commission  that  should  yield  to  him  and  his  people  a  hand- 
some stipend.  He  replied  that  the  Senecas  had  received  a 
stroke  from  the  bad  Indians  by  taking  two  prisoners,  a  woman 
and  a  boy  from  Conyatt ;  and  that,  should  the  hatchet  be 
struck  into  the  head  of  any  of  his  people  hereafter,  he  would 
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theft  inform  me  what  he  would  undertake  to  do.  I  hired  a 
canoe  and  two  Indians  this  evening,  to  carry  me  to  fort  Frank- 
lin, and  should  have  set  out  immediately,  but  for  a  heavy  rain 
that  fell.  I  agreed  to  pay  them  $430,  and  a  proportion  of 
whiskey  when  we  should  reach  the  garrison,  and  provisions 
to  bring  them  back.  I  arrived  the  next  morning  by  daylight 
at  fort  Franklin,  took  breakfast  with  Lieutenant  Jefiers,  had  a 
canoe  prepared  with  four  fresh  hands  put  into  it,  and  after 
having  adjusted  my  engagements  with  the  Indians  brought 
from  New  Arrow's  town,  pushed  off  as  speedily  as  lay  in  our 
power  for  fort  Pitt,  (distance  about  156  miles  by  water,)  and 
gained  the  same  in  25  hours,  the  men  having  worked  hard  all 
night  to  complete  it,  and  assisted  myself,  for  which  I  paid  ex- 
tra to  each,  one  dollar,  and  one  dollar  for  entertainment  at 
Pittsburgh,  having  completed  in  five  days  and  two  nights, 
going  by  land  or  water  from  Buffalo  to  this  place,  411  miles. 
Expenses  at  Pittsburgh  the  29th,  40s.  4d.  To  servant's  wages, 
engaged  at  Venango,  April  8th,  52  days  at  3s,  9d.  per  day,  as 
per  receipt,  is  £9  15s.  To  Horatio  Jones,  expenses  going  to 
Niagara  with  my  letter,  and  returning,  46s.  lOhd.  Set  out 
from  Pittsburgh  to  Philadelphia  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  of 
May,  and  arrived  the  Yth  day  of  June.  Expenses  from  Pitts- 
burgh hither,  £7  14s.  3d. ;  and  for  keeping  of  a  horse  employed 
in  public  service,  and  for  stabling  in  Philadelphia,  and  return- 
ing the  horse  to  James  Smith,  Esq.,  Cumberland  county,  40s. 


PniLADELPmA,  June  8,  1791. 

Sir  : — I  left  the  castle  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  at  Buf- 
falo creek,  the  21st  of  the  last  month,  in  the  afternoon,  the 
forepart  of  the  day  being  spent  in  the  council  with  the  chiefs 
of  the  above  nations  of  which  there  were  a  full  representation  ; 
and,  by  the  following  as  delivered  by  the  Young  King  and  the 
Farmer's  Brother,  will  evidence  their  friendly  disposition  to- 
wards the  United  States,  in  maintaining  with  them  an  invio- 
lable peace ;  as,  also,  with  the  British,  as,  from  the  situation 
of  their  nations,  they  are  centrally  placed  between  them. 

The  same  day  I  sent  forward  my  despatches  for  your  Fxcel- 
lency,  under  the  care  of  Captain  LLoudin  by  the  route  of  Wy- 
39— Vol.  IV. 
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oming,  while  I  should  proceed  by  the  way  of  Forts  Frantlin 
and  Pittsburgh,  with  the  letters  I  had  written  for  the  informa. 
tion  of  General  St.  Clair,  and  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon. 
It  is  also  with  pleasure  I  inform  you  that  as  to  the  several 
posts  on  the  Alleghany  river,  &c.,  they  were  under  no  appre- 
hensions of  danger  from  the  unfriendly  Indians,  and  were  in 
good  health  and  high  spirits. 

I  am  your  Excellency's, 

Most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR. 
The  Uouorable  Secretary  of  "War. 


The  speech  of  Little  Beard,  April  1st,  1791. 
Brother  of  the  Thirteen'  Fires  :  ^ 

Hear  what  we  have  to  say  to  you.  The  Lord  has  spared  us 
this  day  to  meet  together,  and  for  you  to  let  us  know  what  has 
been  done  at  Philadelphia  a  few  days  ago,  for  our  nation. 

You  say  our  lands  are  secured  for  us,  and  that  the  grant 
given  by  the  Great  Chief  General  Washington,  will  last  as 
long  as  the  sun  goes  over  us. 

That  is  the  reason  why  we  give  you  great  thanks,  our  lands 
being  secured  to  our  children's  children.  And  great  reason 
we  have  for  doing  so. 

Every  one  of  us  will  wish  well  to  the  great  Chief,  Honanda- 
ganius,  (or  General  Washington,)  and  our  women  and  our 
children  will  thank  him,  and  will  look  up  to  him  as  a  strong 
sun  for  protecting  of  the  right  of  their  lands  to  them  forever. 
And  you  tell  us  that  there  is  a  great  paper  in  the  hands  of  O'Beel 
for  us.  Now  we  want  you  to  shew  with  your  finger  how  large 
the  lands  are  given  to  us.  [Here  I  named  to  them  certain 
grants  to  land  which  they  had  made  to  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  &c.] 


Captain   O'Beel's  speech  at  Fort  Franklin,  April  9th,  1791. 

AVe  have  met_^our  brother  here,  and  I  believe  he  remembers 
what  we  said  at  Philadelphia  ;  that  we  would  try  our  friends 
once  more,  viz  :  the  Wyaudotts ;  as  there  were  bad  people 
among  them,  advising  to  use  the  hatchet. 
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fr.rr  !';^^"'f  J'  ^™»1''  i">  ^«'l  for  o„e  man  t„  go  with  us 
from  .he  L.aed  States,  in  order  to  bear  what  we  Jhould  say 

th^'T  "I'  ^"'■'^  ''"'  ''"'■"'  "'  *"  ""'^  'l^y'  '»  '"'''"  our  brother 
hands  tt'T-  ""',  """  ""'  ''"''■'^^"  ^'--.  »d  to  ioiu  our 
blJd  thtr,  ^'  ^'"f"^  '"'"■     ^"'  -^  ^"-W  have 

then  fit  '''.''"  "'"'  "■'  '"'  ""'  ^"y  '"  f'itlsburgh,  f„r 

then  our  wagons  would  not  have  been  stopped,  our  good.taken 
and  our  l,,u„rs  dra.k,  and  that  by  people  Ihom  we  Wht  o 
be  our  fnends.  And  when  wo  had  got  to  Pitt,  more  andtelt 
trouble  began  on  us  by  the  bad  men  of  the  Big  Knife  ^F, 

luh^urt  h^'^'f  "■"" "'"'  '"^  ^"  "-■  s-d'  and  writ :: 

w,th  us,  to  shew  what  we  had  done  for  onr  nation,  the  whit^ 
>ng  to  trench  creek,  which  had  onr  goods  in,  and  several 

;red  r  /"  n?^;""'^  ''^"  "^'^^  '°  Piftsburgh.'and  t,::  d  - 
pnved  us  of  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  o„r  wo- 
^en  and  chddren ;  and  we  are  sick  for  them.     And  now  we 

and  ttr  "r  °'"  '""''"'■  ''  ^"y"""K  -  '-''  fo'-  - 

ZJ   ,    r  T  '■'^''^  '"  "'"'"  y°"  ""=  ^^xi-     1"  one  part  of 
General    Washington's  speech  to   ne  he  gives  us  to  cllose 
whether  we  will  go  by  land  or  waters,  and' it  aCbrds  ns  .Tea 
pleasure,  as  we  shall  choose  for  the  best  and  saf.st  as  Ire 
are  bad  men  on  the  way. 

Now,  the  chiefs  of  our  nations  here  have  made  their  choice 

forur^r  r'°5"''^'"'  ^""^  ™^  '-^''  "-'  -» -auu<; 

for  us,  and  where  the  council  fire  has  been  long  lighted  anS 
put  out  agam,  and  we  must  light  it  the  ue.t,  and  tifat  w  11  be 
soon.     There  we  shall  finish  our  minds  and  have  good  p  ai n 

t:u:^rrTT'  ^''"■"^'  '^^^^^  "-^^  "-■  -°^  -  '>■' 

think  hJd  b  ''"'  "^  *^''™"''"  W^*^W"g'on  uu,st  not 

th  nk  hard  by  our  requesting  of  him  to  wait  for  us.  For  this 
.s  the  last  speech  the  unfriendly  people  can  have.  And  t  a 
a'nZ.r'"'''  '"'  "°  ""^'  '"'■«  """«  '»  0"  '^«  business  wdt 


J.0W  we  shall  send  a  runner  right  off,  where  the  great  fire  is 
o  be  lighted  at  Buffalo,  so  that  our  great  men  of  the  diflbre 

be  able  to  tell  you  what  number  of  Indians  are  goi^g  to  a" 
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company  you  to  the  Miamies,  and  he  can  write  to  General 
Washington  of  every  particular  of  which  our  brother  wishes 
to  send.  And  now  we  have  determined  to  start  from  here  in 
the  morning,  although  we  have  left  all  our  papers  behind  us. 
But  we  shall  leave  some  of  our  young  men  to  bring  them  after 
us  to  the  council  at  Buffalo  creek. 

This  is  all  we  have  to  say  at  this  time,  but  to  leave  the  busi- 
ness we  have  here  to  do  with  our  brother  and  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Fort,  to  obtain  our  goods,  &c.,  which  your  peo- 
ple have  deprived  us  of,  and  we  hope  you  will  now  send  for 
them,  as  we  are  now  going  away.  Now  we  want  to  know  if 
our  speech  is  pleasing  to  our  brother,  who  will  show  what  we 
have  said  to  General  Washington,  for  we  again  say  we  must 
go  by  water,  and  with  all  our  friends  being  with  us  we  shall 
be  strong. 


Buffalo  Creek. 
S^jeecli  of  Tii'jojasa,  G kief  of  the  Senecis,  at  Cattaraugus,  near 
Lake  Erie,  as  delivered  'Iblh  April. 

Some  time  ago  there  came  messages  into  our  country,  that 
our  people  should  meet  at  Buffalo  creek,  and  then  they  should 
hear  of  our  head  men  from  Philadelphia,  what  they  had  from 
the  council  of  the  Thirteen  Fires. 

About  this  time  they  had  got  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  we  heard 

"there  was  a  great  man  and  a  Frenchman  coming,  also  from 

Philadelphia,  iu  great  fear,  trying  to  make  peace.     Then  we 

Hhanlied  God.     The  next  express  said  that  our  head  men  and 

V\iOBe  from  Philadelphia  were  coming  on  the  waters  together, 

to  have  the  great  council  fire  lighted  at  Buffalo,  and  we  that 

live  here  sent  on  the  express,  and  gave  great  thanks  to  our 

Great  Keeper. 

Now  that  you  and  they  have  arrived  here,  and  have  showed 
your  faces  at  our  council  fire  in  trouble  and  fear,  we  give  great 
thanks  again  to  the  Great  Spirit  for  keeping  you  and  your 
chiefs  from  the  trouble  that  befel  others  coming  to  this  place. 
Now  tell  the  man  from  Philadelphia  to  pity  us  children,  for  we 
are  fearful ;  and  we  say  to  you,  that  will  open  your  throats, 
that  you  may  speak  fair  and  clear  to   us  without  any  hard 
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thoughts,  when  you  get  to  our  great  council  fire  of  the  full  na- 
tions, that  you  may  deliver  any  message  j-ou  are  sent  upon 
from  the  great  chiefs  at  Philadelphia.  Besides,  now  we  open 
your  ears  to  hear  anything  which  may  be  said  by  us,  and 
hear  the  same  in  peace. 

Brother  :  These  are  the  few  words  we  have  to  make  known 
to  you  ;  and  give  thanks  to  God  for  our  safe  meeting  this  day 
together,  our  brothers  and  our  chiefs. 

[This  speech  being  ended,  Thyogasy  handed  to  me  a  belt 
of  wampum  of  three  strings,  and  then  continued  his  diKcourse 
as  follows  :] 

Brother :  This  is  our  custom,  to  make  a  small  speech  on 
seeing  our  friends,  but  Buffalo  is  the  place  where  you  must 
speak,  and  at  that  place  matters  must  be  talked  over  in  peace 
and  quietness,  and  of  which,  tell  all  people  to  be  careful. 
Now  wipe  the  tears  from  your  eyes,  and  make  your  throat 
clear,  so  that  you  ma}'^  be  understood. 


Tiie  speech  of  lied  Jacket  before  the  Great    Council  at  Bufalo, 
April  llth,  as  an  introduction  %n  the  business  of  the  day  ad- 
dressing himself  to  me  : 
Brother  : 

Listen  I  It  is  usual  for  us  to  speak  ;  and  to  you  we  do 
it  as  to  a  brother  that  has  been  absent  a  long  time.  Now, 
we  all  speak  to  you,  and  to  our  head  warrior  that  left  us  last 
fall ;  and  we  thank  the  Great  Spirit  for  liis  and  your  safe  arri- 
val here,  and  as  you  are  together,  hand  in  hand,  from  Honan- 
daganius  (General  Washington),  upon  great  business. 

You  have  travelled  long,  with  tears  in  your  eyes,  upon 
account  of  the  bad  roads  and  bad  season  of  the  year.  Besides 
the  disturbances  between  the  bad  Indians  and  our  brothers,  the 
white  people,  everything  has  been  trying  to  prevent  your 
coming,  and  to  stop  your  business,  and  to  lose  the  way. 

Thus,  the  big  waters  might  have  stopped  your  coming,  and 
the  wars  might  have  stopped  you,  and  sickness  might  have 
stopped  you  ;  for  we  cannot  know  what  is  to  happen  us  until 
it  comes  upon  us.  So,  therefore,  we  thank  the  Great  Spirit 
who  has  preserved  you  from  such  dangers  that  might  have 
hindered  us  from  hearing  of  the  good  news  which  you  and  our 
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head  warrior  have  opened  to  us.  But  how  could  it  be  that 
anything  bad  could  have  liappened  to  you,  while  you  have 
such  important  business  to  transact,  as  we  understand  you 
have  come  on. 

You  must  now  wipe  away  those  fears  occasioned  by  all  the 
great  dang-f^rs  jon  have  come  through.  And  now  we  set  you 
\ipon  a  seal  where  you  can  sit  up  straight  on  a  seat,  where  you 
are  secure  Irom  the  fears  of  your  enemies  ;  where  you  can  look 
around  and  see  all  your  friends  and  brothers  in  peace.  Besides, 
you  have  come  along,  with  your  heart  and  your  throat  stopped 
up,  to  secure  all  that  you  had  to  say  in  your  body.  But  now 
we  open  your  heart  with  your  brother's  hands,  and  we  run  our 
fingers  through  to  open  your  mouth,  to  speak  clear,  and  not 
to  be  molested.  Your  ears  also  have  been  stopped  by  Honan- 
daganius  until  you  should  see  your  brothers  at  this  place,  being 
spared  by  the  Great  Spirit  to  arrive  safe. 

Now  open  your  cars  to  hear  what  your  brothers  may  say 
after  you  have  made  your  speech.  This  is,  therefore,  the  com- 
pliment of  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  Buffalo  creek,  to  yon 
and  our  great  warrior  (O'Beel)  and  3'ou  may,  each  of  you,  go 
on  safely  with  your  business. 


MoxD.w,  JJay  Slh. 

In  full  council.  The  speech  of  Fish  Carrier,  a  chief  of  the 
Cayugas,  and  the  right  hand  of  Butler  and  Brandt,  as  may  ap- 
pear from  the  following,  addressed  to  me  : 

Brother,  this  day  you  have  met  again  with  your  brothers  in 
peace  ;  a  day  provided  by  the  Great  Spirit  for  you  and  them  to 
sit  together,  and  talk  over  the  business  you  have  been  sent  to 
perform  by  General  Washington,  the  Thirteen  Fires,  and  for 
which  you  are  to  come  to  our  council ;  and  likewise  to  hear  us 
with  regard  to  the  people  (the  bad  Indians)  on  the  other  side 
of  your  body,  toward  the  setting  sun. 

Here  you  have  made  your  business  known,  and  to  all  the 
chiefs  and  warriors,  who  met  every  day  ;  and  now  they  under- 
stand the  same,  because  they  have  taken  due  notice.  There- 
fore, you  shall  hear  what  we  have  determined  upon  by  all  of 
us,  for  we  all  had  a  liand  in  it,  or  it  would  not  be  strong. 
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Now,  Brother,  We  shall  say  more  to  what  General  Wash- 
ington sent  you  for,  and  to  tell  you,  that  our  head  M-arrior, 
(O'Beel)  our  nephew,  has  done  thing^s  which  we  know  nothing- 
of,  and  it  seems  to  us,  that  he  has  requested  that  this  business 
should  go  forward  without  our  consent.  Neither  do  we  know 
you  in  this  matter,  and  were  we  to  undertake  to  help  you,  we 
do  not  know  what  might  happen  before  we  went  far  w'ith  you, 
as  that  might  be  the  cause  of  our  country  being  destroyed  or 
broken  up  by  the  mad  people. 

Now  we  tell  you,  as  we  told  you  before,  that  we  have  met 
on  your  business,  and  that  the  one-half  is  not  for  peace.  So 
we  look  at  the  man  that  has  been  sent  to  the  Shawanese, 
(Brandt,)  and  we  have  sent  to  see  how  matters  go  at  their 
council  fire.  We  must,  therefore,  see  his  face,  fo°r  we  can't 
determine  until  we  know  what  they  are  about. 

So  we  beg  of  you  to  grant  our  request ;  to  keep  your  mind 
easy ;  for  we  M-ho  do  this  business,  look  on  you,  and  hold  our- 
selves to  be- slaves  in  making  of  peace.     Now  we  all  say,  you 
mustlookfor  Capt.  Brandt's  coming  to  hear  the  words  that  come 
from  his  mouth,  for  then  we  can  say  to  you,  what  towns  will 
be  for  peace  ;  and  this  is  all  we  have  to  say  to  you  at  this  time. 
Upon  this   1  told  the  council,  that  in  the  morning  I  would 
give  them  my  talk,  in  answer  to  what  had  been  said  this  day, 
and  immediately  return,  with  what  they  had  spoken  in  their 
council,  to  the  Great  Chief  that  had  sent  me.     Captain  O'Beel 
then  told  them  in  council,  what  would  be  the  consequence  to 
the  Five  Nations,  and  publicly  declared  to  accompany  me,  if 
no  other  chiefs  would  attempt  it.     For  further  particulars,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  continuation  of  my  letter  of  the  4th 
of  May. 


The  speech  of  Gonyandocta,  an   Onandago   Chief,  addressed  to 
the  Council  of  the  Six  Nations,  through  ivhich  he  exj^lained  the 
dangers  ivhich  attended  on  him  and  his  people,   should  they 
remain  at   Coneyat. 
Brothers  : 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  danger  at  this  place,  for  we  are  told 
by  the  enemy,  the  Messasagoes,  that  we  must  come  to  their 
side,  or  else  we  won't  live  long.     But  said   T,  we  turned  our 
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face  once,  and  you  did  not  pay  us  the  compliment  to  call  us  to 
council  with  you,  or  even  to  shake  hands  with  us.  Now  we 
turn  our  face  to  this  council,  and  you  must  prepare  a  place  for 
us  when  we  come  ;  for  we  mean  to  be  true  to  the  promise  we 
make  to  you. 

(On  the  close  of  this  speech,  four  strings  of  wampum  were 
presented,  a  mixture  of  black  and  white.) 


The  speech  of  Beais^  Oil,  a  Chief,  to  the  same  effect  as  the  above, 

who,  with  his  pcojjle  are  in  danger  of  the  Messasagoes. 
Brothers  : 

Now  hear  me  a  little,  I  am  a  Messasago  chief  belonging  to 
the  Six  Nations,  I  and  my  people  are  in  great  danger,  because 
I  have  been  the  entire  instigation  of  saving  the  white  settlers 
atConeyat  and  Cassawago  ;  for  I  told  them  of  the  danger  they 
were  in,  as  I  heard  the  Red  Indians  say  they  were  bound  for 
that  place,  and  that  they  intended  to  murder  them.  Moreover, 
that  if  I  did  not  come  away  to  them,  I  should  die,  for  that  was 
the  only  way  to  save  my  life  ;  and  that  should  I  attempt  to  go 
to  the  Six  Nations,  they  would  meet  me  on  the  way  and  kill 
me.  For  they  say,  if  they  meet  with  any  of  the  Six  Nations, 
they  will  strike  them.  But  I  have  not  listened  to  them ;  I 
have  come  to  you,  and  you  must  have  a  place  ready  for  me  to 
sit  down  when  I  come  with  my  people.  These  matters  I  take 
the  liberty  of  communicating  to  your  Excellency,  in  order  to 
shew  you  the  Six  Nations  themselves  profess  that  they  are 
not  secure  from  the  anger  of  the  Indians  who  are  unfriendly 
to  the  United  States. 


Col.  Proctor  to  the  British  Commander. 

Buffalo  Creek,  May  5,  1791. 
Sir: — Although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquain- 
tance, I  am,  notwithstanding,  emboldened  to  address  you  by 
letter,  and  through  the  same  to  inform  you  that  I  am  the  per- 
son charged  with  certain  messages  from  his  Excellency  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  United  States  to  the  Six  Nations, 
and  the  other  tribes  of  Indians  residing  near  Lake  Erie,  &c. 
One  of  those  messages  are  particularly  sent  to  the  tribes  now 
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unhappily  at  war  with  the  Americans,  and  with  whom,  it  is 
the  ardent  desire  of  General  Washington,  the  President,  that 
peace  should  be  established  on  the  most  lasting  terms  of  equity 
and  justice  to  them.  My  mission  is,  therefore,  to  invite  them 
to  a  treaty  with  Governor  St.  Clair,  on  the  Ohio,  not  far  from 
the  country  they  inhabit. 

The  better  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object,  proposals  were 
made  to  the  President  in  January  last  by  certain  chiefs,  who 
came  on  business  of  the  Six  Nations  to  Philadelphia,  viz : 
That  they  would  appoint  in  their  councils  certain  of  their  head 
men  to  accompany  such  gentlemen  as  might  be  sent  into  the 
country  of  those  misguided  people,  to  bring  them  to  terms  of 
amity  with  the  thirteen  States.  This,  sir,  you  will  discover 
on  reading  the  Secretary  of  War's  letters  to  the  Six  Nations 
and  committed  to  my  care.  It  will  be  handed  to  you  by  the 
Young  King  with  other  public  papers,  which  were  delivered 
Captaiu  O'Beel  for  the  better  information  of  the  nations  con- 
cerned. I  have,  therefore,  to  entreat  you,  to  conceive  the 
most  favorable  sentiments  on  the  meaning  and  intent  of  those 
public  instruments  of  writings  as  they  are  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity,  and  a  regard  for  the  well  doing  of  our  fel- 
low men  ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  but  the  same  motives  will  invite 
you  to  assist  in  so  laudable  an  undertaking;  the  effects  of 
which  will  establish  happiness  to  the  British  subjects  of  Can- 
ada, &c.,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States. 

The  favor  that  I  here  request  at  your  hand,  is  to  permit  me 
to  charter  one  of  your  vessels  in  the  lake  for  such  number  of 
Indians,  &c.,  who  may  accompany  me  to  Sandusky,  on  Lake 
Erie.  So  far  as  my  request  meets  your  approbation,  I  shall 
receive  much  pleasure  by  your  signifying  the  same  by  a  few 
lines  to. 

Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR. 
Col.  A.  Gordon,  Commandant  of  Fort  Niagara. 


3Iay  lith,  1791. 
The  Speech  of  the  Farmer  Brother,  or  the  King. 
Brother  : 

The  last  summer  was  the  time  we  had  our  last  talk  with  the 
Shawanese,  and  then  we  tried  to  make  peace  in  their  minds, 
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but  they  would  not  listeu  to  us.  They  named  to  us  their  great 
chief  of  the  Shawanese,  called  the  Little  Hoope,  who  told 
them,  that  all  the  nations  beyond  them  to  the  setting-  sun,  be- 
ing in  number  fortj'-eight  larg-e  towns,  were  all  under  arms, 
and  that  Little  Iloope  said  they  would  be  at  peace  with  the  Long 
Knife.  So  that  when  peace  was  put  in  their  heads,  and  that 
we  had  returned  home,  then  the  great  fight  was  had  between 
them  and  the  Virginians,  The  Long  Knife,  and  that  made  their 
determinations  stronger  for  war  than  ever,  because  they  had 
killed  many  of  their  people,  and  hurt  their  nations.  And  after 
this,  we  tried  and  told  the  Americans  to  be  at  peace  and  quiet- 
ness. So  we  concluded  to  send  some  body  again,  to  know 
what  they  were  doing  among  the  bad  Indians,  so  that  we  might 
judge,  and  we  consented  to  send  a  chief  to  them  with  whom 
they  were  acquainted.  And  upon  that  determination,  as  we 
told  you  before,  we  sent  Capt.  Brandt,  so  that  he  might  know 
how  many  people  were  bent  for  war,  or  how  many  nations  were 
not  so  hard  for  war,  so  that  we  might  judge  whether  it  was 
worth  while  to  try  agaiu  to  make  peace.  That  is  the  reason 
why  we  asked  you  the  other  day  to  attend  our  council  fire,  until 
you  should  see  his  mouth  yourself,  when  he  should  tell  us  all 
that  was  doing  in  that  country.  And  that  is  the  reason  why  we 
are  afraid  of  our  brother,  for  we  know  that  they  won't  receive 
you  in  peace,  for  it  is  their  determination  as  we  hear.  We  tell 
you  again,  that  one  of  the  same  mind  with  us  is  gone  to  speak 
to  these  people,  and  we  want  to  hear  him  as  much  as  General 
Washington  does,  and  we  pay  all  attention  to  what  he  has  laid 
before  us  ;  and  now  our  opinion  is,  we  must  go  alone  and  try 
to  make  peace  ourselves  ;  and  that  is  the  reason  we  don't 
want  3^ou  to  go  with  us ;  for  this  is  the  outermost  edge  of  the 
bad  people's  settlements;  and  were  we  to  take  j^ou  by  the 
hand  and  go  together,  we  must  instantly  meet  with  a  great 
loss,  which  would  make  war  on  both  sides,  and  we  should  be 
killed.  Now  we  will  tell  you  the  reason  why  they  refuse  to 
make  peace,  is,  that  General  St.  Clair,  struck  the  bad  Indians 
while  they  were  thinking  of  making  peace  with  the  Americans, 
and  this  is  the  reason  to  try  ourselves,  to  make  them  hear  by 
our  chief  that  is  gone  before  us ;  and  that  will  be  the  time 
for  General  Washington  to  light  his  fires,  when  he  knows  they 
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are  determined  for  peace,  and  we  the  Six  xXations  are  strono- 
for  It  ;  therefore,  tell  General  Washington  to  hold  back  hi°s 
warriors  a  little,  and  let  his  intention  be  strong  for  peace,  and 
Crod  Will  assist  the  Americans  to  make  it  up. 

Now  the  Six  Nations  give  great  thanks  to  General  Washing- 
ton  that  his  mind  is  so  strong  for  peace,  and  the  Six  Nations 
look  to  him  for  peace.  Therefore,  the  sachems  and  head  men 
of  our  nations  have  come  to  you  this  evening,  to  tell  you  that 
you  shall  not  go  with  them  into  the  towns  of  the  enemy  In- 
dians. 

Col  Proclor  to  Col.  Gordon. 

Buffalo  Creek,  May  15,  1791. 
Sir  :~The  5th  instant  I  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  my 
first  letter  to  you,  and  delivered  the  same  to  the  care  of  Capt. 
A\  .   Print,  an  Indian,  to  be  presented  by  him,  but  having  re- 
ceived no  answer  since  I  presume  it  has  miscarried  through 
some  neglect.     The  purport  of  it  was,  to  be  permitted  a  pas- 
sage  in  one  of  the  vessels  on  Lake  Erie  for  such  number  of 
Indians  and  white  men  destined  to  accompany  me  to  some  con- 
venient port  on  the  west  end  of  the  Lake.     The  mission  I  am 
charged  with,  is  directed  to  the  Indians  now  unhappily  at  war 
with  the  United  States,  with  desires  to  reclaim  them  to  a  peace- 
able demeanor  before  certain  destruction  overtakes,  which  is 
now  pending  over  them. 

Mr.  Horatio  Jones  will  deliver  you  my  letter,  and  wait  your 
answer  which  I  hope  will  be   to  the  granting  of  my  request 
And  whatsoever  expense  may  accrue  upon  this  occasion   I 
shall  most  cheerfully  satisfy  the  same  with  the  commander: 
and  subscribe  myself, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR. 
Col.  A.  GoKDox,  Commandant  of  Fort  Niagara,  &c. 


Col.  Gordon  to  Col  Proctor. 

Niagara,  3Iay  18,  1791. 
Sir  :— A  few  days  ago  I  had  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
to  which  I  should  have  returned  an  immediate  answer,  had  I 
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not  waited  for  some  public  papers  which  you  wrote  were  to  be 
handed  to  me  by  the  Farmer's  Brother  and  other  chiefs  who 
were  to  wait  upon  me,  to  receive  my  advice  on  business  and 
importance.  They  have,  however,  as  yet,  never  made  their 
appearance  at  this  post. 

I  thin'K  it  but  proper  to  give  you  this  explanation  of  my  not 
having  sooner  replied  to  your  letter ;  but  as  there  is  no  docu- 
ment which  places  you  in  any  other  light  than  a  private  agent, 
I  cannot  enter  into  any  discussion  of  a  public  nature.  When- 
ever any  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Senecas.  or  others  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions apply  to  me  for  counsel,  I  shall  give  them  such  advice  as 
I  conceive  best  suits  with  the  present  situation  of  affairs. 

As  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  requests  to  be  permitted 
to  freight  one  of  the  vessels  on  Lake  Erie,  to  carry  you  and 
such  Indians  as  may  be  inclined  to  accompany  you  to  San- 
dusky, on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  I  am  not  authorized  to  comply  with  j^our  request. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  GORDON. 

Colonel  Proctor. 


The  speech  of  the  Young  King  of  the  Six  Nations,  on  my  leav- 
ing of  Bvffalo  Greek. 

3Iay  21,  1791. 

Brothers  : — We  are  called  together  this  day  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  yesterday,  to  hear  what  answer  has  been  sent  to  your 
letter,  from  the  commanding  olBcer  of  Niagara.  And  the  same 
having  been  made  known  to  us,  we  find  that  you  are  disap- 
pointed in  your  expectations  of  getting  a  vessel,  in  which  we 
were  to  go  with  you  toward  the  unfriendly  Indians,  and  that, 
therefore,  you  would  return  by  the  way  of  Fort  Pitt. 

You  have  also  said,  that  you  do  not  blame. us,  but  that  you 
blame  the  British  ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  should  be  easy  in 
our  minds,  and  be  at  peace  with  the  United  States. 

You  have  also  mentioned  a  letter  which  came  from  General 
St.  Clair,  to  us,  and  what  answer  we  should  give  to  the  same, 
so  that  Colonel  Butler,  at  Pittsburgh,  might  bo  informed  by 
you. 
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The  answer  of  our  fighting-,  as  requested  by  General  St. 
Clair.  On  seeing  how  your  troops  should  act  against  the 
-enemy  Lidians,  you  must  listen  and  hear  what  is  the  full  de- 
termination of  all  the  sachems  and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations; 
what  they  have  determined  upon,  and  that  in  a  few  words  for 
Col.  Butler  to  be  sent  to  General  St.  Clair.  Now  the  answer 
is,  that  we  are  desirous  of  complying  with  the  instructions  of 
his  first  letter,  sent  to  Cnyasatta,  our  great  chief  for  the  Six 
Nations  ;  namely,  that  we  must  sit  still,  and  not  to  mind  any 
other  business  but  peace  ;  and  those  were  the  words  of  his 
letter.  Moreover,  lastfall  it  was  told  to  us  by  Col.  Pickering, 
that  the  Six  Nations  must  take  no  notice  of  anything,  but  what 
tended  to  be  peaceable  ;  for  that  would  be  an  advantage  to  our 
nation  and  nothing  else.  So  that  ever  since,  we  have  con« 
formed  to  these  instructions,  in  not  interfering  in  any  matter 
that  has  another  tendency  ;  for  with  the  British  we  are  at 
peace,  according  to  their  request  of  us  ;  and  we  are  the  same 
with  the  Americans,  And  should  the  unfriendly  Indians  come 
forward  to  seek  peace  by  us,  we  will  help  to  do  so  ;  and  we 
are  desirous  ourselves  of  remaining  peaceable. 

The  reason  why  we  now  tell  you  these  things,  is,  that  we 
are  neither  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other,  whether  of  the 
British  or  of  the  Americans,  for  we  desire  to  be  still,  and  to 
be  at  peace  with  both. 

Here,  brother,  we  speak  to  3'ou  on  another  matter,  that  has 
respect  to  the  Six  Nations.  General  "Washington,  the  great 
chief,  has  kindled  a  fire  at  the  Painted  Post,  and  this  we  ex- 
pect was  done  for  the  sake  of  peace  ;  for*.he  has  called  all  the 
nations  from  the  Grand  river  to  the  Oneidas.  And  it  is  our 
desire  to  attend  the  same,  at  the  time  proposed. 

Therefore,  tell  Colonel  Butler,  at  Pittsburgh,  that  we  cannot 
attend  according  to  the  request  of  General  St.  Clair ;  for  we 
shall  attend  the  treaty  at  the  Painted  Post,  where  the  fire  is 
lighted  by  General  Washington,  and  at  that  place  all  matters 
we  here  related  shall  then  be  talked  over]^  again.  In  this, 
brother,  you  have  heard  the  sense  of  the  Six^Nations,  and  our 
sentiments  are  firm  and  strong ;  for  amongst  [us  there  is  not 
one  deficient.  This,  is  therefore,  the  close  of  this  speech,  as 
we  want  to  talk  over  other  matters  which  concern  the  errand 
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that  you  have  come  to  us  upon,  and  which  we  ccu't  go  through 
with,  because  we  can't  speak  to  the  Lidiaus,  that  reside  to- 
wards the  setting  suu.  But  we  have  told  you,  that  we  have 
serjt  Captain  Brandt,  to  know  tlieir  opinion  ;  and  we  have  al- 
ways wanted  you  to  stay  with  us  until  his  return,  to  know  what 
is  the  minds  of  those  people  towards  the  Thirteen  Fires. 

We  have  also  told  you,  that  we  shall  take  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, as  we  want  to  speak  t(j  them  once  more  on  terms 
of  peace;  for  our  mind  is  the  same  as  when  you  first  came 
amongst  us,  and  we  are  desirous  of  seeing  Captain  Brandt 
return,  and  when  we  hear  that  those  people  will  incline  to 
peace,  we  will  help  it,  and  try  to  bring  the  same  to  effect,  and 
should  Captain  Brandt  be  here  before  we  go  for  the  Painted 
Post,  v^'hatever  their  intentions  are,  we  shall  make  the  same 
known  ;  and  if  for  peace,  the  one-half  of  our  chiefs  shall  go  to 
the  unfriendly  Lidians,  and  the  other  half,  with  our  v7omenand 
children,  shall  attend  the  treaty  before  named,  and  the  same 
information  shall  be  sent  to  Fort  Pitt,  for  the  inlormation  of 
Col.  Butler,  as  you  have  requested  of  us. 

This,  therefore,  is  all  that  we  have  to  say  to  3'ou  at  this  time, 
and  are  desirous  that  you  may  go  whither  you  intended. 


Sir: — Thus  far,  I  have  attempted  to  delineate  tlie  several 
events  and  progress  of  my  tour  among  the  Six  Nations  of  In- 
dians, &c. 

And,  although  the  commissions  you  were  pleased  to  honor 
me  with  were  not  so  completely  accomplished  as  wished  for, 
1  nevertheless  enjoy  a  conscious  evidence,  that,  in  no  instance, 
have  I  omitted  to  put  in  practice  such  means  as  I  conceived 
to  be  the  most  conducive  to  that  end. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Tour  Excellency's  most 
humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR. 
Major  General  II.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War. 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


State  of  Pexxsylvaxia,  in  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  February  23,  1790— A.  M. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ryerson,  seconded  hy  Mr.  Alli- 
son, and  adopted  as  follows,  viz  : 

Whereas,  It  hath  been  represented  to  this  House  from  good 
authority,  that  the  Indians  have  in  every  year  for  many  years 
past,  harrassed  and  distressed  the  inhabitants  on  the  "Western 
frontiers  of  this  State,  and  are  likely  to  continue  so  to  do  un. 
less  some  provision  is  made  against  their  future  murders  and 
depredations  : 

And  lohereas,  This  Commonwealth  is  desirous  of  procuring 
protection  and  safety  for  all  its  citizens,  inasmuch  as  the 
peace,  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  State  depend  thereon  ; 

Reaolved,  That  this  House  hereby  recommend  to  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council,  to  make  application  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Congress  of  the  LTnited  States,  respecting  a  protec- 
tion for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  frontiers  of  this  State 
against  the  future  hostile  incursions  of  the  Indians,  and  that 
this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  Council  that  the}'  may  take 
immediate  measures  thereon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  Ilarch  6th,  1790— A.  M. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ryerson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rawle, 
Resolved,  That  the  resolution  which  passed  the  Assembly 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  February  last,  on  the  subject  of  a 
defence  for  the  Western  frontiers  of  this  State  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  rescinded. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

PETER  ZACHARY  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
40  -VoL.I  V. 
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INDIAN  CONFERENCE  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 


The  speech  of  the  Cornplanter,  Half-Town  and  the  Great-Tree, 

Chiefs   and   Councillors  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  to  the  Great 

Councillor  of  the  Thirteen  F%res. 

Fathek  : — The  voice  of  the  Seneca  nation  speaks  to  you,  the 
great  councillor,  in  whose  heart  the  wise  men  of  all  the  Thir- 
teen Fires  have  placed  their  wisdom.  It  may  be  very  small 
in  your  ears,  and  we  therefore  entreat  you  to  hearken  with  at- 
tention, for  we  are  about  to  speak  of  thing?,  which  are  to  us, 
very  great.  When  your  army  entered  the  country  of  the  Six 
Nations,  we  called  you  the  Town  Destroyer;  and  to  this  day, 
when  that  name  is  heard,  our  women  look  behind  them  and 
turn  pale,  and  our  children  cling  close  to  the  necks  of  their 
mothers.  Our  councillors  and  warriors  are  men,  and  cannot  be 
afraid  ;  but  their  hearts  are  grieved  with  the  fears  of  our  wo- 
men and  children,  and  desire  that  it  may  be  buried  so  deep  as 
to  be  heard  no  more.  When  you  gave  us  peace,  we  called 
you  father,  because  you  promised  to  secure  us  in  the  posses- 
sion of  our  lands.  Do  this,  and  so  long  as  the  lands  shall  re- 
main, that  beloved  name  will  live  in  the  heart  of  every 
Seneca. 

Father  :  We  mean  to  open  our  hearts  before  you,  and  we 
earnestly  desire  that  you  will  let  us  clearly  understand  what 
you  resolve  to  do.  When  our  chiefs  returned  from  the  treaty 
at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  laid  before  our  council  what  had  been 
done  there,  our  nation  was  surprised  to  hear  how  great  a  coun- 
try you  had  compelled  them  to  give  up  to  you,  without  your 
paying  to  us  anything  for  it.  Every  one  said  that  your  hearts 
were  yet  swelled  with  resentment  against  us  for  what  had  hap- 
pened during  the  war,  but  that  one  day  you  would  reconsider 
it  with  more  kindness.  We  asked  each  other.  What  have  we 
done  to  deserve  such  severe  chastisement? 

Father  :  When  you  kindled  your  thirteen  fires  separatel}^ 
the  wise  men  that  assembled  at  them  told  us,  that  yon  were  all 
brothers,  the  children  of  one  great  father,  who  regarded,  also, 
the  red  people  as  his  children.     They  called  us  brothers  and 
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invited  us  to  his  pi'otf;ctiun  ;  the}^  told  us  that  he  resided  be- 
yond tlie  great  water,  where  the  sun  first  rises  ;  that  he  was 
a  King  whose  power  no  people  could  resist,  and  that  his  good- 
ness was  bright  as  that  sun.  What  they  said  went  to  our 
liearts  ;  wc  accepted  the  invitation  and  promised  to  obey  him. 
What  the  Seneca  nation  promise,  they  faithfully  perform  ;  and 
when  you  refused  obedience  to  tliat  King,  he  commanded  us 
to  assist  his  beloved  men  in  making  you  sober.  Li  obeying 
liim,  we  did  no  more  than  yourselves  had  led  us  to  promise. 
The  men  who  claimed  this  promise,  told  ns  that  you  were  chil- 
dren and  had  no  guns  ;  that  when  they  had  shaken  you,  you 
would  submit.  We  hearkened  to  them,  and  were  deceived, 
until  your  army  approached  our  towns.  We  were  deceived  ; 
but  your  people,  in  teaching  us  to  confide  in  that  King,  had 
helped  to  deceive  us,  and  we  now  appeal  to  your  heart — Is  the 
blame  all  ours  ? 

Father:  When  we  eaw  that  v.'e  were  deceived,  and  heard 
t!ie  invitation  which  you  gave  us  to  draw  near  to  the  fire  which 
you  kindled,  and  talk  with  you  concerning  peace,  we  made 
haste  toward  it.  You  then  told  us  that  we  weie  in  your  hand 
and  that  by  closing  it  you  could  crush  us  to  nothing,  and  you 
demanded  from  us  a  great  couutry,  as  the  price  of  that  peace 
which  you  had  olfered  us  ;  as  if  our  want  of  strength  had  de- 
stroyed our  rights.  Our  chiefs  had  felt  your  power,  and  Avere 
unable  to  contend  against  you,  and  they  therefore  gave  up 
that  counti-y.  What  they  agreed  to,  has  bound  our  nation,  but 
your  anger  against  us  must  by  this  time  be  cooled  ;  and  al- 
though our  strength  has  not  increased  nor  your  power  become 
less,  we  ask  you  to  consider  calmly — Were  the  terms  dictated 
to  us  by  your  Commissioners  reasonable  and  just  ? 

Father  :  Your  commissioners  when  they  drew  the  line  which 
separated  the  land  then  given  up  to  you  from  that  which  you 
agreed  should  remain  to  be  ours,  did  most  solemnly  promise, 
that  we  should  be  secured  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  the 
lands  which  we  inhabited  east  and  north  of  that  line.  Does 
this  promise  bind  you  ?  llear  now,  we  entreat  you,  what  has 
since  happened  concerning  that  land  On  the  daj^  in  which 
we  finished  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  commissioners  from 
Pennsylvania  told  our  chiefs  that  they  had  come  there  to  pur- 
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chase  from  us  all  the  lands  belonging  to  us  within  the  lines  of 
their  State,  and  they  told  us  that  their  line  would  strike  the 
river  Susquehanna  below  Tioga  branch.  They  then  left  ns  to 
consider  of  the  bargain  till  the  next  day  ;  on  the  next  day  we 
let  them  know  that  we  were  unwiHing  to  sell  all  the  lands 
within  their  State,  and  proposed  to  lot  thcni  have  a  part  of  it, 
which  we  pointed  out  to  them  in  their  map.  They  told  us 
that  tiioy  must  have  the  whole  ;  that  it  was  already  ceded  to 
them  by  the  great  king  at  the  time  of  making  peace  with  you, 
and  w;;s  their  own  ;  but  they  paid  tliat  they  would  not  take 
advaTitage  of  that,  and  were  willing  to  pny  us  for  it  after  tlie 
manner  of  their  ancestors.  Our  chiefs  were  unable  to  contend 
at  that  time,  and  therefore  they  sold  the  lands  up  to  the  line 
which  was  then  shewn  to  them  as  the  line  of  that  State.  What 
the  commissioners  had  said  about  the  land  having  been  ceded 
to  them  at  the  peace,  our  chiefs  considered  as  intended  only  to 
lessen  the  price,  and  they  passed  it  by  with  very  little  notice  ; 
but,  since  that  time  we  have  heard  so  such  from  others  about 
Ihe  right  to  oyr  lands,  which  the  king  gave  when  you  made 
•peace  with  him,  that  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  you  will  tell 
/us  what  it  means. 

Father:  Our  natiou  empowered  John  Livingston  to  let  out 
•part  of  our  lands  on  rent,  to  be  paid  to  us.  lie  told  us  that 
he  was  sent  by  Congress  to  do  this  for  us,  and  we  fear  he  has 
'deceived  us  in  the  writing  he  obtained  from  us  ;  for,  since  the 
time  of  our  giving  that  power,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Phelps, 
lias  come  among  us  and  claimed  our  whole  country,  northward 
of  the  line  of  Pennsylvania,  under  purchase  from  that  Living- 
fetoii,  to  whom  he  said  he  had  paid  twenty  thousand  dollars  for 
it.  lie  said  also  that  he  had  bought  likewise  from  the  council 
of  the  Thirteen  Fires,  and  paid  them  twenty  thousand  dollars 
more  for  the  same.  And  he  said  also,  that  it  did  not  belong 
to  us,  for  that  the  great  king  had  ceded  the  whole  of  it  when 
you  made  peace  with  him.  Thus  he  claimed  the  whole  coun- 
try north  of  Pennsylvania,  and  west  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  Cayugas.  lie  demanded  it  ;  he  insisted  on  his  demand, 
and  declared  that  he  would  have  it  all.  It  was  impossible  for 
us  to  grant  him  this,  and  we  immediately  refused  it.  After 
some   days  he  proposed  to  run  a  line  at  a  small  distance  east- 
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ward  of  our  western  boundary,  Avhich  wc  also  refused  to  agree 
to.  lie  then  threatened  us  with  immediate  war  if  we  did  not 
comply.  Upon  this  threat  our  chiefs  held  a  council,  and  they 
agreed  that  no  event  of  war  could  be  worse  than  to  be  driven, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  from  the  only  country  which  we 
had  any  right  to  ;  and  therefore,  weak  as  our  nation  was,  they 
determined  to  take  the  chance  of  war,  rather  tlian  submit  to  such 
unjust  demands,  which  seemed  to  have  no  bounds.  Street, 
tlie  great  trader  of  Niagara,  was  then  with  us,  haviiig  come 
at  the  request  of  Fhelps,  and  as  he  always  professed  to  be  our 
great  friend,  we  consulted  him  on  this  subject,  lit'  also 
told  us  that  our  lands  had  been  ceded  by  the  king,  and  that 
w^e  must  give  tlicni  up.  Astonished  at  what  we  heard  from 
every  quarter,  with  hearts  aching  with  compassion  for  our 
women  and  children,  we  were  thus  compelled  to  give  up  all 
our  countr}-  north  of  the  line  (jf  Fennsylvania  and  east  of  the 
Genesee  river,  up  to  the  fork,  and  east  of  the  south  line  drawn 
from  that  fork  to  the  Fennsylvania  line.  For  this  land  Fhelps 
agreed  to  pay  us  ten  thousand  dollars  in  hand,  and  one  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  for  ever.  lie  paid  us  two  thousand  and 
five  hundred  dollars  in  hand,  part  of  the  ten  thousand,  and  lie 
sent  for  us  to  come  last  spring  to  receive  our  money  ;  but  in- 
stead of  paying  us  the  remainder  of  the  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  one  thousand  dollars  due  for  the  first  year,  he  oifered 
us  no  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  and  insisted  that  he  had 
agreed  wiih  us  for  that  sum  to  be  paid  j'carly.  We  debated 
with  him  for  six  days,  during  all  which  time  he  persisted  in 
refusing  to  pay  us  our  just  demand,  and  he  insisted  that  Ave 
should  receive  the  five  hundred  dollars;  and  Street,  from 
Niagara,  also  insisted  on  our  receiving  the  money  as  it  was 
offered  to  us.  The  last  reason  he  assigned  for  continuing  to 
refuse  paying  to  us  was,  that  the  King  had  ceded  the  lands  to 
the  Thirteen  Fires,  and  that  he  had  bought  them  from  you, 
and  paid  you  for  them. 

We  could  bear  this  confusion  no  longer,  and  determined  to 
press  through  every  difficulty,  and  lift  up  our  voice  that  you 
might  hear  us,  and  to  claim  that  security  in  the  possession  of 
our  lands  which  your  commissioners  so  solemnly  promised  us. 
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And  we  now  entreat  yon  to  inquire  into  our  complaints  and 
redress  our  wronccs. 

Father  :  Our  writing's  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Street,  of 
^'iagara,  as  we  supposed  him  to  be  our  friend  ;  but  wlien  we 
Baw  Phelps  consulting  with  Street  on  every  occasion,  we 
doubted  of  his  honesty  towards  us,  and  we  have  since  heard 
that  he  was  to  receive  for  his  endeavors  to  deceive  us,  a  piece 
of  land  ten  miles  in  width,  west  of  the  Genesee  river,  and  near 
forty  miles  in  length,  extending  to  lake  Ontario  ;  and  the  lines 
of  this  tract  have  been  run  accordingly,  although  no  part  of  it 
is  within  the  bounds  which  limit  his  purchase.  No  doubt  be 
meant  to  deceive  us. 

Father:  You  have  said  that  we  are  in  your  hand,  and  that 
by  closing  it,  you  could  crush  us  to  nothing.  Are  you  deter- 
mined to  crush  us?  If  you  are,  tell  us  so,  that  those  of  our 
nation  who  have  become  your  children,  and  have  determined 
to  die  so,  may  know  what  to  do.  In  this  case,  one  chief  has 
said  he  would  ask  you  to  put  him  out  of  pain  ;  another,  who 
■will  not  think  of  dying  by  the  hand  of  his  father  or  of  his 
brother,  has  said  he  will  retire  to  the  Chatcaugay,  cat  of  the 
fatal  root,  and  sleep  with  his  fathers  in  peace.  Before  you 
determine  on  a  measure  so  unjust,  look  up  to  God,  who  made 
lis  as  well  as  you.  We  hope  ho  will  not  permit  you  to  destroy 
the  whole  of  our  nation. 

Father  :  Hear  our  case  ;  many  nations  inhabited  this  coun- 
try, but  they  had  no  wisdom,  and  therefore,  they  warred  to- 
gether. The  Six  Nations  were  powerful,  and  compelled  them 
to  peace.  The  lands,  for  a  great  extent,  were  given  up  to 
them  ;  but  the  nations  which  were  not  destroyed,  all  continued 
on  those  lands,  and  claimed  the  protection  of  the  Six  Nations, 
as  the  brothers  of  their  fathers.  They  were  men,  and  when  at 
peace,  they  had  a  right  to  live  upon  the  earth.  The  French 
came  among  us  and  built  Niagara  ;  they  became  our  fathers 
and  took  care  of  us.  Sir  William  Johnson  came  and  took  that 
fort  from  the  French  ;  he  became  our  father,  and  promised  to 
take  care  of  us,  and  did  so,  until  you  were  too  strong  for  his 
king.  To  him  we  gave  four  miles  around  Niagara  as  a  place 
of  trade.  We  have  alread3^  said  how  we  came  to  join  against 
you  ;  we  saw  that  we  were  wrong;  v.'e  wished  for  peace  ;  you 
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demanded  a  great  country  to  be  given  up  to  you  ;  it  was  sur- 
rendered to  you  as  the  ])rice  of  peace,  and  we  ought  to  have 
peace  and  possession  of  the  little  land  which  you  then  left  us. 

Father  :  When  that  great  country  was  given  up  there  were 
but  few  chiefs  present,  and  they  vv'-ere  compelled  to  give  it  up, 
and  it  is  not  the  Six  Nations  only  tliat  reproach  those  chiefs 
with  having  given  up  that  country.  Tlio  Chippewas,  and  all 
the  nations  who  lived  on  those  lands  westward,  call  to  us 
and  ask  us  :  Brothers  of  our  fathers,  wjiere  is  tlie  place  which 
you  have  reserved  for  us  to  lie  down  upon  ? 

Father  :  You  have  compelled  us  to  do  that  v.-liich  has  made 
lis  ashamed.  We  have  nothing  to  answer  to  t'ne  children  of 
the  brothers  of  our  fathers.  When,  last  spring,  they  called 
upon  us  to  go  to  war,  to  secure  them  a  bed  to  lie  upon,  the 
Scnecas  entreated  them  to  be  quiet,  until  we  had  spoken  to 
you.  But  on  our  way  down,  we  heard  that  your  army 
had  gone  toward  the  country  which  those  nations  inhabit,  and 
if  they  meet  together,  the  best  blood  on  both  sides  will  stain 
the  ground. 

Father:  We  will  not  conceal  from  you,  thatthe  great  God,  and 
not  men,  has  preserved  the  Cornplanter  from  the  hands  of  his 
own  nation.  For  they  ask  continually,  where  is  the  land 
which  our  children,  and  their  children  after  them,  are  to 
lie  down  upon  ?  You  told  us,  say  they,  the  line  drawn  from 
Pennsylvania  to  lake  Ontario,  would  mark  it  forever  on  the 
east,  and  the  line  running  from  Beaver  creek  to  Pennsylvania, 
would  mark  it  on  the  west,  and  we  see  it  is  not  so  ;  for  first 
one  and  then  another  came  and  take  it  away  by  order  of  that 
people  which  you  tell  us  promised  to  secure  it  to  us.  He  is 
silent,  for  he  has  nothing  to  answer. 

Wlieu  the  sun  goes  down  he  opens  his  heart  before  God, 
and  earlier  than  that  sun  appears  again  upon  the  hills  ;  he  gives 
thanks  for  his  protection  during  the  night,  for  he  feels  that 
among  men,  become  desperate  by  their  danger,  it  is  God  only 
that  can  preserve  him.  lie  loves  peace,  and  all  that  he  had  in 
store  he  has  given  to  those  who  have  been  robbed  by  your 
people,  lest  they  should  plunder  the  innocent  to  repay  them- 
selves.    The  whole  season  which  others  have  employed  in  pro- 
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Tiding  for  their  families  lie  has  spent  in  his  endeavours  to  pre- 
serve peace  ;  and  at  tliis  moment  his  wife  and  children  are 
lying  on  the  ground  and  in  want  of  food  ;  his  heart  is  in  pain  for 
them,  but  lie  perceives  that  the  great  God  will  try  his  firmness 
in  doing  what  is  riglit. 

Father  :  The  grain  which  the  Great  Spirit  sent  into  our 
country  for  us  to  eat,  is  going  from  among  us.  We  thought 
be  intended  that  we  should  till  the  ground  with  the  plough, 
as  the  white  people  do,  and  we  talked  to  one  another  about  it. 
But  before  we  speak  to  you  concerning  this,  we  must  know 
from  you  whether  you  mean  to  leave  us  and  our  children  any 
land  to  till  ?  Speak  plainly  to  us  concerning  this  great  busi- 
ness. All  the  lauds  we  have  been  speaking  of  belonged  to  the 
Six  Nations  ;  no  part  of  it  ever  belonged  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, and  he  could  not  give  it  to  you.  The  land  we  live  on 
our  fathers  received  from  God,  and  they  transmitted  to  us,  for 
our  children,  and  we  cannot  part  with  it. 

Father  :  We  told  you  that  we  would  open  our  hearts  to 
you.     Hear  us  once  more. 

At  Fort  Stanwix  we  agreed  to  deliver  up  those  of  our  people 
who  should  do  you  any  wrong,  that  you  might  try  them  and 
punish  them  according  to  your  law.  We  delivered  up  two 
men  accordingl}'  ;  "but  instead  of  trying  them  according  to 
your  law,  the  lowest  of  your  people  took  them  from  your 
magistrate,  and  put  them  immediately  to  death.  It  is  just  to 
punish  murder  with  death  ;  but  the  Senecas  will  not  deliver 
up  their  people  f,o  men  who  disregard  the  treaties  of  their  own 
nation 

Father  :  Innocent  men  of  our  nation  are  killed  one  after 
another,  and  of  our  best  families  ;  but  none  of  your  people 
who  have  committed  the  murder  have  been  punished.  We 
recollect  that  you  did  not  promise  to  punish  those  who  killed 
our  people,  and  we  now  ask  :  Was  it  intended  that  j'-ouj. 
people  should  kill  the  Senecas,  and  not  only  remain  unpun- 
ished by  you,  but  be  protected  by  you  against  the  revenge  of 
the  next  of  kin  '! 

Father:  These  are  to  us  very  great  things.  We  know  that 
you  are  very  strong,  and  we  have  hoard  that  you  arc  wise, 
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and  we  wait  to  hear  your  answer  to  what  we  have  said,  that 
we  may  know  that  you  are  just. 

Signed  at  Philadelphia,  the  first  day  of  December,  1V9(). 
CORNPLANTER.  his  X  mark. 
HALF-TOWN,  his  X  mark. 
GREAT-TREE,  his  X  mark. 
Present  at  signing, 

Joseph  Nicholson,  Iii!erpreler. 

T.    M.VTLACK. 


INDIAN  CONFERENCE   WITH  PRESIDENT   AVASIllNG- 

TON. 


Philadelphia,  lOlh  January,  1791. 
The  speech  of  the  Complanfer,  Half- Town,  and  the  Great-Tree, 

Chiefs  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  to  the  President  of  the    United 

States  of  America. 

Father: — Your  speech  v/ritten  on  the  great  paper  is  to  us 
like  the  first  light  of  the  morning  to  a  sick  man,  whose  pulse 
.beats  too  strongly  in  his  temples  and  prevents  him  from  sleep, 
lie  sees  it,  and  rejoices,  but  he  is  not  cured.  You  say  that 
3'ou  have  spoken  plainly  on  the  great  point.  That  you  will 
protect  us  iu  the  lands  secured  to  us  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  that 
we  have  the  right  to  sell  or  to  refuse  to  sell  it.  Tliis  very 
good,  but  our  nation  complain  tliat  you  compelled  us  at  that 
treaty  to  give  up  too  much  of  our  lands.  We  confess  that  our 
nation  is  bound  by  what  was  then  done,  and  acknowledging 
3'our  power,  we  have  now  appealed  to  yourselves  against  that 
treaty  as  made  while  you  were  too  angry  to  us,  and,  therefore, 
unreasonable  and  unjust.     To  this  you  iiave  given  us  no  answer. 

Father  :  That  treaty  was  not  made  with  a  single  State,  it 
was  with  the  thirteen  States.  We  would  never  have  given  all 
that  land  to  one  State.  "We  know  it  was  before  you  had  the 
great  authority,  and  as  you  have  more  wisdom  than  the  com- 
missioners who  forced  us  into  that  treaty,  we  expect  that  you 
have  also  more  regard  to  justice,  and  will  now,  at  our  request 
reconsider  that  treaty  and  restore  to  us  a  part  of  that  land. 

Father  :  Tiie  land  which  lies  between  the  line  running  south 
from  lake  Erie  to  the  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  as  mentioned 
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at  tlic  treaty  of  Fort  Slanwix,  and  the  eastcru  bouadary  of  the 
land  which  3'ou  sold,  .ind  tlie  Senecas  confiraied  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, is  the  land  on  which  Half  Town  and  all  his  people  live 
with  other  ciiiefs,  v/ho  always  have  been,  and  still  are,  dissat- 
isfied with  the  treatj^  at  Fort  Stanwix.  They  grew  out  of  this 
land,  and  their  fathers'  fathers  g-re\v  out  of  it,  and  they  can 
not  be  persuaded  to  part  with  it.  We  therefore  entreat  you 
to  restore  to  us  this  little  piece. 

Father:  Look  at  the  Ian. I  which  we  gave  to  you  at  that 
treaty,  and  then  turn  your  eyes  upon  what  we  now  ask  you  to 
restore  to  ns,  and  you  will  see  that  what  we  now  ask  you  to 
return  is  a  very  little  piece.  By  giving  it  back  again,  you 
will  satisfy  tlie  whole  of  our  nation.  The  chiefs  who  signed 
that  treaty  will  be  in  safety,  and  peace  betv/een  your  children 
and  our  children  will  continue  so  long  as  your  land  shall  join 
to  ours.  Every  man  of  our  nation  will  then  turn  his  eyes  away 
from  all  the  other  lands  which  we  then  gave  up  to  you,  and 
forget  that  our  fathers  ever  said  that  they  belonged  to  them. 

Father :  We  see  that  you  ought  to  have  the  path  at  the  car 
rying  place  from  lake  Erie  to  Niagara,  as  it  was  marked  down 
at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  we  are  all  willing  it  should  remain  to  bs 
yours.  And  if  you  desire  to  reserve  a  passage  through  the 
Conewango,  and  through  the  Chatauque  lake  and  land,  for  a 
path  from  that  lake  to  lake  Erie,  take  it  where  you  best  like. 
Our  nation  will  rejoice  to  see  it  an  open  path  for  3'^ou  and  your 
children,  while  the  land  and  water  remain.  But  let  us  also 
pass  along  the  same  wa}",  and  continue  to  take  the  fish  of  those 
waters  in  common  with  you. 

Father  :  You  say  that  you  will  appoint  au  agent  to  take  care 
of  us.  Let  him  come  and  take  care  of  our  trade  ;  but  we  de- 
sire ho  may  not  have  anything  to  do  with  our  lands  ;  for  the 
agents  Vvhich  have  come  amongst  us,  and  pretended  to  take  care 
of  us,  have  always  deceived  us  whenever  we  sold  lands  ;  both 
when  the  King  of  England  and  when  the  States  have  bargained 
with  us.  They  have  by  this  means  occasioned  man}'  war?, 
and  we  are  therefore  unwilling  to  trust  them  again. 

Father :  When  we  return  home,  we  will  call  a  great  council 
and  consider  well  how  lands  may  be  hereafter  sold  by  our  na- 
tion.    And  wlien  we  have  agreed  upon  it,  we  w\\\  send  you  no- 
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tice  of  it.  But  we  desire  tliat  you  will  not  depend  on  your 
agent  for  information  concerning  land  ;  for,  after  tljo  abuses 
which  we  have  suffered  by  such  men,  we  will  not  ti-nst  them 
with  an3'thing  which  relates  to  laud. 

^  Father  :  We  will  not  hear  lies  concerning  you,  and  we  de- 
sire that  you  will  not  hear  lies  concerning  us,  and  then  we 
shall  certainly  live  at  peace  with  you. 

Father  :  There  are  men  who  ga  from  town  to  town  and  be- 
get children,  and  leave  them  to  perish,  or,  except  better  men 
take  care  of  them,  to  grow  up  without  instruction.  Our  na- 
tion has  long  looked  around  for  a  father,  but  they  found  none 
that  would  own  them  for  children,  until  you  now  tell  us  that 
your  courts  are  open  to  us  as  to  your  own  people.  The  joy 
which  we  feel  at  this  great  news,  so  mixes  with  the  sorrows 
that  are  passed,  that  we  cannot  express  our  gladness,  nor  con- 
ceal the  remembrance  of  our  afflictions.  We  will  speak  of 
them  at  another  time. 

Father  :  We  are  ashamed  that  we  have  listened  to  the  lies  of 
Livingston,  or  been  influenced  by  threats  of  war  by  Phelps, 
and  would  hide  that  whole  transaction  from  the  world,  and 
from  ourselves,  by  quietly  receiving  what  Phelps  promised  to 
give  us  for  the  lands  they  cheated  us  of.  But  as  Phelps 
will  not  even  pay  us  according  to  that  fraudulent  bargain,  we 
will  lay  the  whole  proceedings  before  your  court.  When  the 
evidence  which  we  can  produce  is  heard,  we  think  it  will  ap- 
pear  that  the  whole  bargain  was  founded  on  lies,  wiiich  he 
placed  one  upon  another ;  that  the  goods  which  he  charges  to 
us  as  part  payment  were  plundered  from  us  ;  that  if  Phelps 
was  not  directly  concerned  in  the  theft,  he  knew  of  it  at  the  time, 
and  concealed  it  from  us  ;  and  that  the  persons  we  confided  in 
were  bribed  by  him  to  deceive  us  in  the  bargain.  And  if  these 
facts  appear,  that  your  court  will  not  say  that  such  bargains 
are  just,  but  will  set  the  whole  aside. 

Father :  We  apprehend  that  our  evidence  might  be  called 
for,  as  Phelps  was  here  and  knew  what  we  have  said  concern- 
ing him  ;  and  as  Ebenezer  Allen  knew  something  of  the  mat- 
ter, we  desired  him  to  continue  here.  Nicholson,  the  inter- 
preter, is  very  sick,  and  we  request  that  Allen  mav  remain  a 
few  days  longer,  as  he  speaks  our  language. 
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Fatiier :  The  blood  which  was  spilled  near  Pine  Creek  is 
covered,  and  we  shall  never  look  where  it  lies.  We  know  that 
Pennsylvania  will  satisfy  us  for  that  which  we  spoke  of  to 
them  before  we  spoke  to  you.  The  claim  of  friendship,  will 
now,  we  hope,  be  made  strong'  as  you  desire  it  to  be.  We 
Avill  hold  it  fast,  and  our  end  of  it  shall  never  rust  in  our 
hands. 

Father  :  We  told  you  wdiat  advice  we  gave  to  the  people 
you  are  now  at  war  with,  and  we  now  tell  you  that  they  have 
promised  to  come  again  to  our  towns  next  spring.  We  shall 
not  wait  for  their  coming,  but  will  set  out  very  early  and  shew 
to  them  what  you  have  done  for  us,  which  must  convince  them 
that  you  will  do  for  them  everything  which  they  ought  to  ask. 
We  think  they  will  hear  and  follow  our  advice. 

Father :  You  give  us  leave  to  speak  our  minds  concerning- 
the  tilling  of  the  ground.  We  ask  you  to  teach  us  to  plough 
and  to  grind  corn  ;  to  assist  us  in  building  saw  mills,  and  sup- 
ply us  with  broad  axes,  saws,  augers,  and  other  tools,  so  as 
that  we  may  make  our  houses  more  comfortable  and  more 
durable  ;  that  you  will  send  smiths  among  us,  and  above  all, 
that  you  will  teach  our  children  to  read  and  write,  and  our 
women  to  spin  and  to  weave.  The  manner  of  your  doing 
these  things  for  us  we  leave  to  you,  who  understand  them  ; 
but  we  assure  you  that  we  will  follow  your  advice  as  far  as 
we  are  able. 

CORNPLANTER,  his  X  mark. 
HALF-TOWN,  his  X  mark. 
GREAT-TREE,  his  X  mark. 
Present  at  signing  : 

Joseph  Nicholson,  Interpreter. 
T.  Matlack. 

John  Deckart,  his  X  mark. 
Jem.  Hudson,  his  X  mark. 
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THIRD  INDIAN  CONFERENCE  AT  PIIILADELPIIIA. 


The    speech    of    G 01^ n planter,    Half-Town    and    (lie    Jlig-Tree. 

Seneca    Chiefs,    to    the    Great    Gouncillor   of  tJte     Thirteen 

Fires. 
Father : 

No  Seneca  ever  g-oes  fvom  llie  fire  of  his  friend,  until  he  has 
said  to  him,  "I  am  cooing-."  "Wo  therefore  tell  j'ou,  tliat  we 
are  now  setting-  out  for  our  own  country. 

Father  :  We  thank  you,  from  our  hearts,  that  we  now  know 
there  is  a  count^w  we  may  call  our  own,  and  on  which  we  may 
lie  down  in  peace.  We  see  that  there  will  be  peace  between 
your  children  and  our  children,  and  our  hearts  are  very  glad. 
We  will  persuade  the  \\'yandots  and  other  W'estern  nations, 
to  open  their  eyes,  and  look  toward  the  bed  which  you  have 
made  for  us,  and  to  ask  of  you  a  bed  for  themselves  and  their 
children,  that  v,-ill  not  slide  from  under  them.  AVe  thank  you 
for  your  presents  to  us,  and  rely  on  your  promise  to  instruct 
us  in  raising  corn,  as  the  white  people  do  ;  the  sooner  you  do 
tliis,  the  better  for  us.  And  we  thank  you  for  the  care  you 
liavc  taken  to  prevent  bad  men  coming'  to  trade  among  us  ;  if 
any  come  without  your  license,  v\-e  will  turn  them  back  ;  and 
we  hope  our  nation  will  determine  to  spill  all  the  rum  which 
shall,  hereafter,  be  brought  to  our  towns 

Father  :  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  you  determine  to  appoint 
an  agent  Fnat  will  do  us  justice,  in  taking  care  that  bad  men 
do  not  come  to  trade  amongst  us ;  but  we  earnestly  intreat  you 
that  you  will  let  us  have  an  interpreter  in  whom  we  can  con- 
fide, to  reside  at  Pittsburgh.  To  that  place  our  people,  and 
other  nations,  will  long  continue  to  resort ;  there  we  must  send 
what  news  we  hear,  When  we  go  among  the  Western  nations, 
which,  we  are  determined,  shall  be  early  in  the  spring.  We 
know  Joseph  Nicholson,  and  he  speaks  our  language  so  that 
•we  clearly  understand  what  you  say  to  us,  and  we  rely  on 
what  he  says.  If  we  were  able  to  pay  him  for  his  services, 
we  would  do  it;  but,  when  we  meant  to  pay  him,  by  giving 
him  land,  it  has  not  been  confirmed  to  him,  and  he  v/ill  not 
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serve  us  any  loDger  uuloss  you  will  pay  him.     Let  hiiii  stand 
between  us,  we  intieat  you. 

Father :  You  have  not  asked  any  security  for  peace  on  our 
part,  but  we  have  agreed  to  send  nine  Seneca  boys,  to  be  un- 
der your  care  for  education.  Tell  us  at  what  time  you  will 
receive  them,  and  they  shall  be  sent  at  the  time  you  shall  ap- 
point. This  will  assure  you,  that  we  are,  indeed,  at  peace 
with  ycju,  and  determined  to  continue  so.  If  you  can  teach 
them  to  become  wise  and  good  men,  we  will  take  care  that  our 
nation  shall  be  willing  to  receive  instruction  irom  them. 

CORNFLANTER,  his  X  mark. 
IIALF-TOWN,  his  X  mark. 
BIG -TREE,  his  X  mark. 
Signed  at  Fhiladelphia,  Uli  February,  1791,  in  presence  of 
Joseph  Nicholson,  Interpreter. 
Thojias  Proctok, 
T.  Matl.vck. 


JAMES  MARSHAL  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


AVashixgtox,  lb th  Fthruai'ij,  1791. 

Sin  : — Inclosed  is  a  Return  of  the  Ofiicers  elected  by  the 
Militia  of  the  different  Districts  in  this  County;  it  may  be  that 
the  elections  and  Return  thereof  have  been  delayed  too  long, 
but  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  forward  them  sooner.  The 
former  Districts  being  much  too  large  and  in  many  instances 
veiy  inconvenient,  1  was  obliged  to  new  model  them  which 
delaj'ed  the  business  considerably.  In  several  instances  I 
have  been  under  the  necessity  to  order  new  elections  where 
they  were  warmly  contested,  one  of  which  Returns  is  not  yet 
come  to  hand,  but  will  forward  it  the  first  opportunity. 

From  the  fullest  evidence  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  the 
Indians,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  service  of  our  Militia 
will  be  necessary  the  ensuing  Summer;  our  situation  on  the 
frontier  at  this  time  is  truly  alarming  ;  the  late  Expedition 
under  the  command  of  Gen'l  Ilarmar  has  had  a  very  different 


FRONTIER  DEFENCE.    '  639 

effect  from  what  was  expected  ;  the  Indians  appear  elated  with 
their  success  on  that  occasion,  and  are  roused  by  a  Spirit  of  Re- 
sentment. It  is  evident  that  nothing  prevents  their  crossing- 
the  Ohio  River,  but  the  inclemency  of  the  Season,  and  the  danger 
attending  their  Retreat  by  the  Running  of  the  Ice.  They  have, 
subsequent  to  the  Expedition  in  the  depth  of  Winter,  commit- 
ted frequent  murders  on  tlie  west  side  of  the  River,  and  had 
the  Insolence,  after  killing  a  family  a  few  days  ago  on  the  bank 
of  the  River,  to  call  to  the  people  on  this  side  to  "come  over 
and  bury  their  dead,  that  it  would  be  their  turn  next  and  that 
they  w^ould  not  leave  a  Smoking  Chimney  on  this  side  the  Alli- 
ganey  Mountains."  To  these  facts  has  been  added  the  testi- 
mony of  a  Mr.  Robbins,  an  old  Indian  trader  who  left  St. 
Duskie  on  the  10th  day  of  December  last,  and  who  says  that 
the  Indians  boast  of  victory  on  the  late  Expedition  ;  that  a 
general  Council  by  the  Difl'erent  tribes  was  to  be  held  at  the 
lower  St.  Duskie  the  first  of  January'  last,  and  that  a  Spirit  of 
War  universally  prevailed  amongst  the  Warriors  of  tlie  difler- 
ent  Nations.  That  so  far  as  Mr.  Robbins  had  access  to  their 
Councils,  previous  to  his  departure,  they  had  agreed  to  take 
no  more  prisoners,  but  to  kill  and  destroy  all  in  their  power. 
Mr.  Robbins  further  adds,  that  notwithstanding  the  Troops 
under  Gen'l  Ilarmar,  had  destroyed  a  Considerable  quantity  of 
Corn  at  the  Maumi  towns,  they  are  by  no  moans  in  want,  that 
they  have  yet  a  considerable  supply  to  enable  them  to  go  to 
War,  and  that  they  intend  making  reprisals  on  our  Towns  and 
Garrisons  as  soon  as  the  Season  will  admit. 

I  mention  the  information  of  Mr.  Robbins  to  show  that  the 
late  depredations  at  Muskingham  and  other  places  ought  not 
to  be  considered  as  the  effect  of  that  ungovernable  Spirit  that 
exist  among  some  of  the  young  Warriors,  who  from  an  Insati- 
able thirst  for  plunder  cannot  even  in  time  of  peace  be  restrained 
by  their  leaders,  but  that  it  is  the  cool  and  Deliberate  resolu- 
tion of  the  different  tribes,  particularly  the  Shawnese  Nation,  to 
commence  a  General  War. 

One  trait  in  Mr.   Robbins'   Character   gives  his  Testimony 
respectability  ;  from  an  extraordinary  goodness  of  heart,  he 
has  from  affluent  circumstances  become  a  poor  man  by  frecjuent  ' 
purchases  of  prisoners  from  t!ie  Indians.     Tfiere  are  at  this 


C40  FKONTIER  DEFENCE. 

moment,  in  this  and  Ohio  Count}',  sundry  persons  Residing 
that  were  by  him  purchased  and  for  whom  he  has  actually  ad- 
vanced Several  hundred  Dollars,  as  they  themselves  acknow- 
ledge, and  some  of  them  altho'  very  willing,  are  unable  to  pay 
him. 

From  a  real  sense  of  Danger  the  Officers  and  principal  peo- 
ple of  Ohio  County,  in  Virginia,  with  those  of  this  County, 
have  addressed  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  also  thought  it  my  Duty  to  state  to  your  Excel- 
lency our  apprehensions  of  Danger,  that  speedy  and  effectual 
measures  may  be  taken,  cither  by  the  General  or  State  govern- 
ment, for  the  protection  and  safety  of  our  frontier.  Offensive 
War  is  in  my  humble  opinion  the  most  eligable  ;  this  country 
at  present  abounds  with  the  Necessary  supplies  for  an  army. 
And  from  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  your  Disposition  to 
promote  the  happiness  and  safety  of  every  Individual  in  the 
State.  I  rest  assured  that  the  subject  will  receive  that  atten- 
tion from  you  which  it  deserves.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  such 
is  our  sense  of  Danger,  that  the  joint  application  from  this  and 
Ohio  County  to  the  General  Government,  has  been  forwarded 
by  express  at  the  expence  of  a  few  Individuals.  I  could  wish 
that  commissions  for  the  Militia  Officers  of  this  County  might 
be  sent  by  the  same  person.  I  have  directed  him  to  wait  three 
or  four  DajB  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  Greatest  respect, 

Your  Exccllencie's  most  Obt. 

and  humble  Servant. 

JAMES  MARSHAL, 

Lieut.  W.  Co'y. 

P.  S. — Since  I  began  to  write,  have  been  able  to  complete 
the  Return  by  receiving  the  the  one  mentioned  in  the  former 
part  of  my  letter. 
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DAVID  REDICK  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Washington-,  20 Ih  Feb.,  liOl. 
Sip.  : — It  must  be  the  prevailing  opinion,  from  the  splendid 
accounts  given  by  the  governor  of  the  Western  territory,  and 
Geu'l  Harraar,  of  the  success  of  our  troops  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion, that  the  hostile  tribes  have  got  at  best  a  check  and  that 
the  frontier  people  will  be  in  safety.  Nothing  is  further  from 
the  fact.  AVith  reluctance,  indeed,  do  I  dare  to  contradict  the 
opinion  founded  on  such  respectable  authority  ;  but  my  intel- 
ligence directly  from  Sandusky,  by  a  Mr.  Robbins  of  good 
character,  says  that  the  Indians  boast  of  having  obtained  a 
victory  ;  and  this  is  farther  supported  by  the  audaucity  and 
daily  insolence  "which  the  frontiers  have,  ever  since  the  return 
of  the  arm}',  experienced  at  the  hands  of  Indians.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  whilst  they  boast  of  having  found  almost  two  hun- 
dred of  our  men  abandoned  and  slain,  and  that  not  more  than 
thirty  of  their  people  were  killed,  with  eight  others  which 
afterwards  died  of  their  wounds,  there  will  be  but  little  ground 
to  conclude  that  they  have  even  been  checked,  much  less  de- 
feated. They  say  that  the  chief  part  of  the  corn  which  was 
destroy'd  was  the  property  of  the  French  settlers  and  Traders, 
that  tlie  price  of  corn  has  not  risen  in  that  country  on  account 
the  campaign,  Mr.  Robbins  asserts.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  officers  who  gave  a  contrary  information,  hoped  and  be- 
lieved it  well  founded  ;  but  facts  since  procured,  with  the  con- 
duct and  determinations  of  the  savages,  leave  us  no  ground  to 
hope  anything  favorable,  but  rather  the  contrary.  From  all 
which  has  yet  been  done,  a  large  frontier  of  this  State  lies 
much  exposed ;  the  Dunkard  creek  &  Ten-Mile  settlements 
may  be  secured  by  the  River  Ohio,  being  made  a  line  of  de- 
fence for  the  people  of  Virginia  ;  but  as  their  settlements  don't 
reach  so  far  down  the  river  as  to  cover  these  two  tracts  of 
country,  we  are  then  immediately  vulnerable  ;  up  the  river  our 
people  are  settled  on  the  N.  West  side  of  the  river,  and  who 
must  either  fly  in  on  the  interior  settlements,  or  fall  an  easy 
prey.  An  application  is  dispatched  to  the  Pres't  of  the  Union 
41_YoL.  IV. 
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for  immediate  relief,  and  I  have  ventured  to  assure  the  people 
here  that  you,  sir,  will  not  be  wanting  in  attention  to  the 
safety  of  the  western  countrj\  I  am  sure  it  will  be  enough 
that  you  believe  them  in  danger. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  ob't  Serv. 

DAVID  REDICK. 


GEN.    KNOX,    SECRETARY   OF    WAR,  TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Department,  Feb.  Iblh,  1V91. 
Sir  : — As  a  matter  of  information,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
your  Excellency  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  paragraph  from   a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Western  territory  of  the  United 
States  north-west  of  the  Ohio. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  great  respect.  Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

II.  KNOX, 
Sec'y  of  War. 
Ilis  Excellency,  Governor  Mifflin. 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Winthrop  Sargent,  Esquire,  Secre- 
tary of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  North- West  of  the 
Ohio,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  dated  Pittsburgh,  February 
the  12th,  1791.] 

"It  may  not  be  amiss.  Sir,  to  inform  you  that  this  little  place 
which  from  its  situation  will  at  least  be  a  temporary  deposi- 
tary for  stores  is  almost  totally  without  defence  ;  that  the  num- 
ber of  men  enrolled  in  the  militia  is  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  not  more  than  one  hundred  of  them  armed." 
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GEN.  KNOX  TO  JAMES  MARSHAL. 


War  Depaf.tmext,  ?jd  March  1791. 
Gextlemex  : — The   President  of  the   United    States   has  re- 
ceived your  Letter  of  the  19th  of  last  mouth,  stating-  certain 
depredations  of  the  Indians. 

And  he  has  commanded  me  to  inform  you  that  the  Cong-ress 
of  the  United  States,  having  been  deliberating  for  some  time 
past  upon  the  means  which  may  eflectually  protect  the  Fron- 
tiers, have  just  concluded  thereon. 

That  he  shall  take  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  execute 
the  intentions  of  Congress.  That  for  this  purpose  men  will 
be  required  to  act  ofiensivel3^  That  it  is  to  be  hoped  and  ex- 
pected, that  as  soon  as  the  conditions  shall  be  made  known, 
that  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the  Frontier  Counties  will  engage 
readily  and  cheerfully,  for  a  short  period,  to  act  against  the 
Indians,  and  thereby  prevent  their  depopulating  the  exposed 
parts  of  the  frontier  Counties. 

That  the  Governor  of  the  Western  territory,  who  will  im- 
mediately repair  to  Fort  Pitt,  or  the  Commanding  OIEcer  of 
the  troops,  will  have  discretionary  power  to  make  all  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  the  temporary  defensive  protection  of  the 
frontier  counties,  which  the  occasion  may  require. 
I  have  the  lionor  to  be. 

Gentlemen,  &c., 

II.  KNOX, 
Sec'y  of  War. 
To  James  Marshal  and  others,  of  Washington  county,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 


^u 
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ESTIMATE  OF  MILITIA  EXPENSES. 


J^atima'e  of  iJie  E-jypense  of  the  Equipment  of  a  Draught  o/SOO 
Jlililia,  and  of  the  Supplies  of  Froviaiuiis  and  Foi'oge  for 
their  f^uppcrt  for  One  Montli. 

EQUirJIEKT. 

SOO  stand  of  xVrras — if  Muskets  &  bay- 
onets are  made  use  of,  Cartooch  boxes 
will  be  necessary,  or  if  Rifles  are 
made  use  of,  shot  bags  &  pouches  and 
a  Tomahock  to  each  man  will  be  re- 
■quired,  which  in  each  Case  will  cost 
per  stand,  about  55/ £825     0  0 

58   Camp-kettles,   allowing  one  to  six 

meu  &  in  proportion  to  OlBcers,  6/G,       18  17   0 

58  axes,  allowed  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, but  if  Rifles  &  Tomahocks  are 

used,  ^  will  do,  7/6 21    15  0 

-Amunitiun,    96    rounds    per  man,    say 

000  lb  powder,  1/4 GO     0  0 

J.SOOlb  Lead  or  ball,  Gd 45     0  0 

£970  12  0 
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C<5 


Field  omcer 

Adjutivnl 

<Jiuirter  nir 

raymiister 

t'aptains 

Lieutenants 

Ensigns 

Sergeants j  15 

Corporals I  13 

1  )runis  it  Fifes ;  13 

Privates l- 


Days 
60 

100 

240 
180 
144 

1801 
156  I 
156  [ 

2, 952  J 


:  13 


3 

2  I 


5 

6 

18 
12 
12 

282 


So 
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Pay  of  Officers  and  men  one  month. 

4,1G8  Di-s £1  ,563  00  0 

Rations  335  per  day,  is  for  30  days, 

10,050     rations    of    Provisions, 

same  as  allowed  by  the   United 

States  to  their  Troops,  including- 

Incidentals,  @  12d.  per  ration.  .  502  10  0 

Rations  of  Forage,  5  for  30  days, 

is  150  @  18d II     5  0 


Montlily  Expence £2  ,070   15  0 

Suppose  for  four  Months 8  ,307   0  0 

Contingent,  Express,  Carriage  hire,  &c ]  ,722  8  0 


£10,000  0  0 


CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

Q'r  m'r  Gen' I  of  the  Militia. 
Philad'a,  March  8,  1791. 


GEN.  KNOX.    SECRETARY    OF    WAR,  TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Depaktjiext,  lOt'/i  March,  1791. 
Sir  : — I  have  understood  that  doubts  have  arisen  in  tiie  minds 
of  some  gentlemen  from  the  western  counties  of  the  State,  as 
to  the  promptness  and  efficacy  of  the  protection  to  be  afforded 
the  frontier  counties,  against  tlie  incursions  of  hostile  Indians. 
I  am  commanded.  Sir,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  inform  you  explicitly  that  the  most  immediate  and  effectual 
provision  shall  be  made  for  the   defensive  protection  of  the 
frontiers,  this  State  included,  by  calling  into  service  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  United  States  such  proportions  of  the  militia  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 
Your  Excellency's, 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

II.  KNOX, 

Sec\j  of   War, 
His  Excellency  tha  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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GENERAL  KNOX,  SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  TO  GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Department,  March  lilh  1791, 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's  sat- 
isfaction a  copy  of  the  letter  written  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Alleg-heny  and  Westmoreland  on  the 
10th  instant,  and  ■which  was  transmitted  b}'  express  on  the 
same  day. 

I  am,  Sir,  With  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  humble  Servant. 

II.  KNOX, 

Sec'y  of  War. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Penns3'ivania. 


GEN.  KNOX,  SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  TO  THE  LIEUTExX- 
ANTS  OF  THE  WESTERN  COUNTIES. 


War  Department,  lOlh  March,  1T91. 

Sir  : — In  consideration  of  the  present  exposed  situation  of 

the   County  of The  President  of  the  United 

States  hereby  authorizes  you  to  embody  at  the  expence  of  the 
United  States,  as  manj^  of  the  militia  b^'  voluntary  engage- 
ments or  otherwise  according  to  law,  as  in  your  judgment  the 
defensive  .protection  of  the  said  county  may  require. 

lie  is  persuaded  that  from  a  regard  to  proper  economy  and 
your  own  character,  you  will  not  call  out  an  unnecessary  num- 
ber of  men. 

The  rangers  to  be  called  into  service  in  pursuance  of  this 
authority  are  to  be  upon  the  same  establishment  of  pay  and 
rations,  as  the  troops  of  the  L'uited  States,  agreeably  to  the 
schedule  herein  enclosed. 
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The  county  lieutenants  are  to  make  an  arrauj^ement  for  sup- 
plying  the  said  rang-ers  with  rations,  provided  each  ration  shall 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  eig'ht  cents. 

Tlie  county  lieutenants  are  also  to  direct  the  said  rang'ers  to 
be  mustered  upon  entering  and  leaving-  the  service,  and  the  of- 
ficers commanding  the  said  rangers  are  to  make  oath  to  the 
truth  of  their  muster  rolls. 

That  muster  rolls  and  abstracts  fur  the  pav'  and  rations  of 
the  said  langersare  to  be  made  out  and  certified  by  the  county 
lieutenants,  who  are  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  War  Office 
for  examination  and  payment  :  and  also  their  powers  of  attor- 
ney to  receive  the  monej'. 

You  will  keep  the  said  rangers  in  constant  activity  in  such 
directions  as  may  best  serve  to  secure  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
give  information  of  the  approach  of  the  Indians. 

You  will  report  to  me  and  to  the  commanding  general  of 
the  troops  in  writing,  the  number  you  may  have  called  out  by 
virtue  of  this  authority,  and  the  arrangements  you  have  made 
for  furnishing  them  with  rations. 

This  measure  is  to  be  considered  as  temporary,  until  other 
and  more  eflicient  arrangements  which   are   in   train  shall  be 
carried  into  execution, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  liunible  servant, 

II.  KNOX. 
Sec'y  of  Wa7\ 


MAJOR  ISAAC  CRAIG  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


Fort  Pitt,  lG//i  3Iardc  1701. 
Sir  : — Tlie  people  on  the  frontier  are  exceedingly  alarmed  ; 
parties  of  Volunteer  militia  have  been  sent  from  several  parts 
of  this  county  and  Washington,  as  patioles,  one  of  which  fell  in 
with  a  party  of  friendly  Indians  at  the  block  house  on  Beaver 
creek  (where  the}'  had  been  at  a  store)  killed  three  men  and 
one  woman,  notwithstanding  the  Indians  called  to  them  in  Ena- 
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lish  ;  two  of  them  being-  Moravian  Indians  and  known  to  several 
of  the  patrole. 

Although  this  action  appears  very  much  like  deliberate 
murder,  yet  it  is  approved  of,  I  believe,  by  a  majority  of  the 
people  on  tlie  Ohio. 

I  am, 

Sir,  &c. 

ISAAC  CRAIG. 


JAMES   MORRISON   TO  GENERAL  RICHARD  BUTLER. 


Pittsburgh,  March  \1ili,  1791. 
Sir  : — The  Indians  have  not  committed  any  depredations  on 
our  frontiers  since  my  last.  Notwithstanding  a  party  of  militia 
from  Ohio  County,  in  number  30,  came  to  the  west  side  of 
Beaver  Creek,  opposite  the  block  house  where  William  Wilson 
of  this  place  has  been  trading  for  some  considerable  time  past, 
fell  on  some  Delaware  Indians  who  had  been  trading  with  Mr. 
Wilson,  killed  3  men  and  one  woman,  took  9  horses,  the 
Indians'  arms,  &c. — the  residue  of  the  Indians  made  their 
escape.  This  ill-timed  stroke  (to  say  no  worse)  has  greatly 
alarmed  the  settlements  opposite  Beaver.  They  have  left  their 
houses  along  the  river  for  some  distance  and  collected  in  small 
bodies  some  miles  back.  Should  the  Indians  revenge  this  in- 
jury done  them  on  our  frontier,  (which  it  is  more  than  probable 
they  will,)  that  thriving  settlement  on  Racoon  will  break  up 
and  fly  a  considerable  distance  into  the  interior  part  of  the 
country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  ob't  h'ble  serv't, 

JAMES  MORRISON. 
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CORNPLANTER    AND    OTHER    SENECA    INDIANS    TO 
PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 


Pittsburgh,  March  17,  1191. 

SiK  : — When  v/e  raised  ironi  the  great  council  of  the  Thir- 
teen Fires,  we  mentioned  that  we  meant  to  have  a  council  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  bad  angry  Indians. 

Through  the  whole  Quaker  State,  as  we  came  up  the  road, 
we  was  treated  well,  and  they  took  good  caie  of  us  until  we 
came  here.  One  misfortune  happened  onl^-  that  one  of  our 
wagons  is  not  yet  arrived  here,  the  one  we  first  engaged  with 
the  goods  you  presented  to  us. 

Father  :  Your  promise  to  me  was,  that  you  would  keep  all 
your  people  quiet,  but  since  I  came  here,  I  find  that  some  of 
my  people  have  been  killed,  the  good  honest  people  who  were 
here  trading. 

Father  :  We  hope  you  will  not  sufier  all  tlie  good  people  to 
be  killed,  but  your  people  are  killing  them  as  fast  as  they  can. 
Three  men  and  one  woman  have  been  killed  at  Big  Beaver 
creek,  and  they  were  good  people,  and  some  oi  the  white  men 
will  testify  the  truth  of  this.  Wlien  I  heard  the  news,  I  found 
one  boy  had  made  his  escape  and  got  to  the  trader's  house  who 
saved  his  life  ;  I  now  wait  to  see  him. 

Father :  We  have  been  informed  that  twenty-seven  men 
came  from  another  State  and  murdered  these  men  in  the  Quaker 
State  and  took  away  nine  horses  and  all  the  goods  they  had 
purchased  from  the  trader.  Our  father  and  ruler  over  all  man- 
kind, now  speak  and  tell  me,  did  you  order  these  men  to  be 
killed  ? 

Father  :  Our  words  are  pledged  to  you  that  we  would  en- 
deavor to  make  peace  with  all  warrior  nations.  If  we  cannot 
do  it,  do  not  blame  us  ;  you  struck  the  innocent  men  first. 
We  hope  you  will  not  blame  us,  as  your  people  has  first  broke 
good  rules,  but  as  for  our  people,  they  are  as  friendly  and  as 
firm  as  ever. 

Father:  We  must  now  acquaint  you  with  tlie  men's  names 
who  did  this  murder  at  Beaver  creek.   Samuel  llrady,  formerly 
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a  captain  in  your  army  and   under  your  command,  also  Balden 
were  persons  concerned  in  this  murder. 

Father  :  I  can  inform  you  little  more,  therefore  will  conclude, 
with  asking  j-ou  how  I  should  have  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
this  or  how  1  could  have  informed  you  had  it  not  been  for  our 
good  friend  Joseph  Nicholas  ?  I,  therefore,  beg  you  may  grant 
him  an  appointment  as  interpreter,  for  we  cannot  see  how  we 
will  do  without  him.  I  know  of  no  other  man  who  speaks 
your  language  and  ours  so  well  as  him. 

CORNPLANTER,  liis  X  mark. 

NEW-ARROW,  his  X  mark. 

HALF-TOWN,  his  X  mark. 

BIG-TREE,  his  X  mark. 
P.  S. — The  boy  who  made  his  escape  at  Beaver  creek  has 
arrived  at  this  place,  and  I  have  taken  him  uader  m}'  protec- 
tion. 

Father  :  Your  dispatches  ibr  Detroit  has  been  unavoidably 
detained  heretofore,  but  to-morrow  Big  Tree  and  one  other 
shall  set  off  with  it  and  will  also  take  the  boy  mentioned 
here  and  deliver  him  to  his  relations.  We  part  to-day  at  this 
place.  Big-Tree  is  going  amongst  the  cross  Indians  to  see  if 
they  will  make  peace,  and  I  go  to  my  own  ])cople  to  call  them 
to  council. 

CORNPLANTER. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  State?. 


MAJOR  SAMUEL  IIODGDON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


PniLADELi'iiiA,  March  Vdlh  1T9I. 
SiK  : — The  Artillery  Companies  of  this  City  have  on  Loan, 
Seven  Pteces  of  Brass  Ordnance  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  the  following  Calibres,  viz  :  One  Six  Pounder,  five  four 
Pounders,  and  one  three  Pounder.  The  Six  Pounder  it  tliree 
Pounder  are  now  Wanted,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  issue  an  OrdiM'  addressed  to  the  proper  Officer 
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for  tlicir  delivery.     If  others  are  wanted  in  their  stead,  those 
of  difi'erent  dimentions  shall  be  famished. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Servant, 

SAMUEL  IIODGDOX. 
Commii<^'(j  21il.  Store, 
Ilis  Excellenc}-  Thomas  Mifflix,  Esq'r. 


GEX.  NEVILLE  TO  COL.  RICIIAPJ)  BUTLER. 


WooDviLLE,  Alleghany  County, 
March  2bih,  1191. 

SiK  : — In  the  absence  of  the  County  Lieut,  it  devolves  on 
me  to  inform  3'our  Excellency  of  our  situation  with  Respect 
to  the  Indians,  whose  Intentions,  generall}',  I  fear,  are  inimical. 

The  frequent  Murders  they  had  committed  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  Winter,  having  greatly  exasperated  the  People  on 
the  Frontiers.  A  Party  about  the  9th  Inst.,  (1  believe  Vir- 
ginians,) fell  on  a  Party  of  Indians  near  the  jMouth  of  Beaver 
Creek  and  killed  five  of  them  ;  that  those  Indians  were  not 
hostile,  appears  from  their  having  with  the  marticles  of  Trade 
and  their  Squaws,  but  that  tlie^'  either  had  been  so,  or  were 
connected  with  unfriendly  Indians,  appears  from  their  having 
wiih  them  several  articles  well  known  to  be  the  property  of  a 
Famih^  who  sometime  before  was  murdered  at  the  Mingoe 
Bottom. 

On  the  ISth  Inst,  one  man  was  kill'd  and  three  Prisoners 
taken  from  about  four  Miles  above  Pittsburgh,  on  the  Alleghany 
Shore,  and  on  the  23d  Inst.  Thirteen  Men,  Women  &  Child- 
ren (mostly  the  latter)  wore  kill'd  about  fifteen  Miles  above 
Pittsb'gh,  on  the  same  River,  (\  believe  at  the  Mouth  of  Bull 
Creek,)  which  has  so  alarmed  the  Frontiers,  that  I  fear  the}' 
will  break  up. 

The  settlement  on  the  depreciation  Tract,  amounting  to 
about  Fort}'  or  Fifty  Families,  has  fied  to  a  Man,  and  many  on 
the  Ohio  have  moved  to  more  interior  Situations.     The  Militia 
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are  in  great  want  of  Anns.  I  do  not  believe  that  more  than 
one-sixth  are  provided  for.  Five  or  Six  years  of  continued 
Peace  liad  destroy 'd  all  thoughts  of  Defence  ;  and  the  game 
becoming  scarce,  the  Arms  have  slipt  oil  to  Kentucky  and 
other  later  Settlements,  where  there  appeared  to  more  use  lor 
them. 

The  Corn  Planter  and  his  Party  (about  forty-five  in  number) 
are  now  ascending  the  Alleghany  River  to  their  Country  ;  they 
left  Pittsburgh  lour  days  ago.  The  first  Murder  on  the  Alle- 
ghany was  committed  in  one  Mile  ol  his  Camp,  and  he  was 
not  very  distant  from  the  other.  Notwithstanding  his  Profes- 
sions, some  of  his  Party  are  greatly  suspected,  at  least  of 
being  confederate  in  this  Business,  and  Parties  have  been 
forming  to  pursue  &  cut  them  ofl".  However,  I  hope  it  may 
not  be  carried  into  effect,  it  would  add  the  Senecas  to  our 
Enemies,  already  too  numerous  for  our  defenceless  Frontiers, 
&  the  Settlement  on  the  French  C'k  would  be  an  immediate 
Sacrafice. 

With  the  Sentiments  of  the  highest  Esteem  &  Respect, 
]'ve  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's 

Ob't  humb'e  Serv't, 

PRESLEY  NEVILLE. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Miffuk. 


GEN.    KNOX,  SECRETARY    OF    WAR,    TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Department,  2S^/i  March,  1T9I. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transnnt  to  your  Excellency,  a 
representation  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  by 
the  Cornplanter,  a  Seneka  Chief,  upon  the  subject  of  the  mur- 
der of  some  friendly  Indians  on  the  9th  instant,  who  had  been 
trading  at  the  Block  house,  on  Big  Beaver  Creek  within  this 
State.  It  would  appear  both  from  the  representation  of  the 
Cornplanter,  and  the  information  of  persons  of  respectable 
characters  at   Pittsburgh,  and  its  neighbourhood,   herein   en- 
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closed,  whose  names  it  might  not  be  proper  to  make  public, 
that  the  act  of  killing  the  Indians  aforesaid  is  considered  by 
the  good  Citizens  of  the  frontiers,  as  an  atrocious  murder  and 
deserving  of  the  severest  punishment. 

If  such  crimes  as  the  murder  of  friendly  Indians  should  be 
sulTered  to  pass  off  with  impunity,  the  endeavours  of  the  United 
States  to  establish  peace  on  terms  of  justice  and  humanity 
will  be  in  vain  :  a  general  Indian  war  will  be  excited,  in  which 
the  opinion  of  the  enlightened  and  impartial  part  of  mankind 
will  be  opposed  to  us  ;  and  the  blood  and  treasures  of  the  na- 
tion will  be  dissipated  in  the  accomplishment  of  measures  de- 
grading to  its  characters. 

To  avoid  such  deplorable  consequences,  every  exertion  will 
be  immediately  made  within  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Major  General  St.  Clair  will  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
facts,  and  finding  them  as  represented,  to  call  the  relations  of 
the  deceased  Indians  together;  to  disavow  and  disapprove  of 
the  murder  in  the  strongest  terms  ;  to  assure  the  Indians  that 
every  measure  authorized  by  the  laws  will  be  immediately 
taken  to  bring  the  murderers  to  condign  punishment;  and  to 
make  the  said  relations  entire  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the 
horses  and  property  taken  from  the  murdered  Indians. 

But  the  punishment  of  the  murderers  will  not  belong  to  the 
General  Government.  The  crime  having  been  committ£d 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State'of  Pennsylvania,  is  to  be 
tried  by  its  laws.  No  doubt  can  arise  that  your  Excellency 
will  view  the  transaction  in  its  proper  light,  and  that  you  will 
demand  the  accused  of  the  State^of  Virginia,  according  to  the 
€onstitution  of  the  United  States,  or  take  such  other  measures 
on  the  occasion,  as  you  may  judge  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  with  great  respect, 

Your  E.\;ccllency's  most  obed.  servant, 

H.  KNOX. 
Secreta.ry  of  War. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsvlvania. 
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GEN.  KNUX,    SECRETARY    OF    WAR,    TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


VCm:  Depakt.ment, 

31  st  Marcli,  1791. 
SiK  : — I  had  the  lioiior  on  the  7th  Instant,  to  inform  youi' 
excellency,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  di- 
rected a  number  of  recruits  to  be  raised  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  tiie  purpose  of  completing  the  Fiist  regiment  of 
Infantry'-  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  farther  to  inform  your  excellency, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  ])ursuance  of  the 
autliority  vested  in  him  by  an  act,  entituled  "An  Act  for  rais- 
ing and  adding  another  regiment  to  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  making  further  provision  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,"  has  directed  that  two  battalions, 
of  Levies  of  four  companies,  each  amounting  to  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  non-commissioned  and  privates,  should 
be  raised  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Levies  to  be  enlisted  for  tlie  term  of  six  months 
from  the  time  of  joining  the  Rendezvous  upon  the  frontiers. 

As  soon  as  one  company  shall  be  completed  at  Carlisle  or 
other  rendezvous  to  the  westward,  it  will  be  marched  to  Fort 
Pitt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

II.  KNOX, 
Sec'y  of  War. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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COL.  WILKIN3  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  31  st  21arm,  179 L 
Sir  : — The  Indians  have  committed  considerable  deprida- 
tions  on  the  people  living-  on  the  west  side  of  the  Allegheney 
river,  which  lias  caused  our  frontier  people,  for  an  extent  of 
fifty  miles,  to  fly.  They  have  abandoned  their  farms,  their 
stock  and  their  furniture,  and  fled  with  the  utmost  precipita- 
tion. The  Indians  have  killed  one  man  &  carried  ofi'  three  peo- 
ple prisoners  within  five  miles  of  this  town,  &  they  have  killed 
nine  persons  within  twelve  miles.  The  conjecture  of  most 
people  with  respect  to  the  Indians  who  have  done  this  mis- 
chief, is,  that  they  were  of  the  same  nation  of  some  who  were 
killed  when  peaceably  trading  about  thirty  miles  of  this  place, 
by  a  party  of  militia  from  Ohio  County,  Virginia. 

Our  country  will  be  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress,  unless 
government  interferes  decisively  in  their  favor.  Gen'I  Knox 
has  written  to  the  respective  County  Lieutenants,  directing 
them  to  turn  out  a  sufficient  number  of  Militia  for  the  purpose 
of  immediate  defence.  The  county  Lieutenant  of  our  county 
being  at  Phila.,  received  the  letters  of  the  Minister  of  War,  & 
forwarded  them  here  to  a  person  to  act  for  him.  There  has 
arisen  a  question  with  us,  which  1  think  a  just  one  :  If  the 
Minister  at  War  can  order  out  our  militia  under  a  Fenn'a  Law, 
&  direct  them  to  be  paid  Continental  Pay,  when  the  law  under 
which  they  are  ordered  out,  allows  them  twice, as  much, 
whether  the  Governor  of  Penn'a  ought  not  to  be  the  oflScial 
character  in  ordering  out  the  militia  under  the  laws  of  this 
State  ?  &  also,  it  has  been  questioned,  whether  the  County 
Lieutenant,  sitting'  at  Phil'a,  can  authorise  any  person  to  act 
as  deputy  for  him,  especially  when  some  of  his  directions  are 
discretionary  ?  These  things  occurring  have  prevented  the 
people  from  acting  with  that  unanimity  &  spirit  which  their 
situation  required. 

AVe  have  heard  of  a  Law  of  this  State  appropria<^ing  four 
thousand  Pounds  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  whicii  has 
given  great  hope,  as  j'ou  will  have  the  direction  of  the  man- 
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ner  iu  \diicli  it  will  be  applied.  If  you  think  me  capable  of 
assisting  you  in  this  business  in  this  countrj^  I  flatter  my- 
self you  will  employ  me,  and  shall  exert  myself  to  do  you 
justice  &  Credit  to  myself. 

I  have,  as  yet,  no  idea  in  what  manor  you  will  carry  the 
views  of  the  Legislature  into  execution,  but  I  am  confident  of 
its  being  done  in  the  best  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being,  your 

Excellency's  most  ob't  <fc  very  Ilum'l  Servant, 

JNO.  WILKIXS,  Jr.. 


JOHN  GIBSOX  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Vearsaii.s  Towxsnip,  Alleghany  County, 

ApjHl  ye  1st,  1791. 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Ilifflin,  Governor  of  the  Common- 
ivealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

Honoured  and  Worthy  Sir  : — Permit  Me  to  Address  you  thus 
by  Presenting  to  your  notice  the  Contents  of  a  few  Extracts 
of  Military  Discipline,  which  to  My  opinion,  would  be  an 
Necessary  Addition  to  that  abstract  set  forth  By  the  Hon'l 
Barron  Steuben,  Recommended  to  the  officers  &  Privates  of 
Pennsylvania  Militia  troops  as  an  Excellent  Method  of 
forming. 

Immediately  after  the  forming  of  troops,  Military  Discipline 
is  the  first  object  that  Presents  itself  to  our  notice.  It  is  the 
soul  of  all  Armies,  and  unless  it  be  established  among  them, 
with  Great  Prudance,  and  Suported  with  unshaken  Resolution, 
they  become  more  Dangerous  than  Useful,  more  hurtful  to  our- 
selves than  to  our  Enemys.  It,  therefore,  becometh  Every 
officer  to  pay  the  same  attention  to  his  Duty  in  time  of  Pro- 
found peace  as  w4ien  on  the  very  theatre  of  War,  in  suporting 
authority  in  Decency  and  good  Order.  To  honour  &  obey  supe- 
riors, is  setting  an  Example  Which  with  the  better  sort  will 
have  its  Eflect, 

It  is  a  false  notion  to  think  that  subordination  and  a  passive 
obedience  to  superiors  can  be  any  Debasement  to  a  Man's  cour- 
age ;  so  far  from  it,  that  it  is  a  General  Remark,  that  those 
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armies  (whether  standing  or  Militia)  which  have  been  subject 
to  the  strictest  Discipline,  have  always  Proformed  the  Greatest 
Actions.  For  testimonj^  look  back  to  good  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  Who  with  the  Assistance  of  the  well  Discipled 
Militia  of  England,  Defended  the  Kingdom  against  the  Spanish 
xVrmida  had  on  board  30,000  Landsmen. 

Not  willing  to  tire  your  Patience  too  long  by  way  of  an  ad- 
dress, 1  shall  only  Give  you  here  a  summary  abrigement  of  the 
contents  as  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting  my  ad- 
dress by  Post,  Living  in  the  Western  Department  of  your 
State,  at  the  Distance  of  307  Miles  from  the  metropolis. 

The  Contents  is  as  follows,  viz  :  An  Address  to  the  several 
officers  of  a  Regiment,  Gentily  tutching  the  Characters  & 
Dutys  they  ought  to  adhear  to  ;  Cautions,  Directions  &  Abser- 
vations  for  young  ofhcers  ;  Some  Particular  Dutys  of  Adju- 
tant General,  Brigade  Majors,  Adjutant,  &c.  ;  a  Roster  for 
Detaching  Battalions  ;  Rendezvousing  of  an  army  ;  the  Dispo- 
sition of  an  Army  Marching  through  an  Enemy's  Country; 
Maneuvers  to  be  opposed  to  the  Enemy's  false  alarms  ;  Mau- 
ccuvers  &  Explanations  Proper  on  a  field  Day,  with  a  field 
Return  ;  Same  Remarks  proper  to  be  made  by  the  Reviewing 
Officer  ;  an  inspection  Report ;  Several  Exact  copies  &  Direc- 
tions for  Making  Muster  Roles  ;  Morning  Sc  Monthly  Reports 
of  Regiment  or  Company  When  Stationed  ;  forms  &  Direc- 
tions for  holding  Courts  Martial,  Regimental  or  General ;  In- 
structions for  officers  on  Grand  Guards,  out-posts  of  parties  ; 
Particular  Dutys  on  which  Light  Cavalry  are  Generally  Em- 
ployed. These,  with  a  Large  addition  of  Useful  instructions 
proper  to  qualify  the  young  &  Unexperanced  officer  for  Mili- 
tary Service. 

Honoured  Sir  :  Pardon  me  if  I  have  Unworthly  Imployed 
My  Pen,  as  it  is  the  zeal  Which  I  have  for  the  Service  and  wel- 
fare of  My  Country  that  induces  me  thereto.  If  the  above  is 
thought  of  Consequence  as  to  the  Restoration  of  Military  Disce- 
pline,  I  shall  Count  it  My  Duty  and  honour  to  be  Employed 
Under  your  Authorit}'.  And  as  a  faithful  subject,  I  Subscribe 
Myself, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 

and  Most  humble  Servant, 

JNO.  GIBSON. 

42— Vol.  IV. 
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JAMES  MARSIIEL  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Washington,  ll;'/i  Ajjril,  1191. 

Sir. : — Yours  of  the  ISth  ult.,  with  its  inclosure,  I  Received 
by  Mr.  Miner.  Previous  to  the  Receipt  thereof,  I  was  author- 
ised by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  thro'  the  Secretary 
of  War,  "to  embody  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States,  as 
"many  of  the  Militia,  by  Voluntary  engagement,  or  other- 
"  wise,  according  to  Law,  as  the  defencive  protection  of  this 
"  County  may  require."  In  consequence  of  this  authority, 
I  ordered  on  duty  one  Company  of  Militia  for  one  Month,  with 
the  design  of  embod3nng  within  that  time,  a  suflScient  number 
of  active  Woodsmen  to  continue  in  service  six  Months,  (un- 
less sooner  discharged,)  for  the  defence  of  our  frontiers,  and 
which  I  expect  to  eii'cct  by  the  18th  Inst,  The  General  Gov- 
ernment having  thus  provided  for  our  defence  until  other  and 
more  efficient  arrangements,  which  the  Secretary  of  War  writes 
me  are  in  train,  shall  be  carried  into  execution,  supercedes  the 
necessity,  in  my  opinion,  of  calling  out  any  Militia  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  this  State  at  present. 

We  have  not  yet  sufi'ered  any  damage  in  this  County  by  the 
Indians,  that  I  know  of.  The  frontier  Inhabitants  are,  never- 
theless, very  much  alarmed  on  account  of  the  Murders  com- 
mitted on  the  Neighbouring  frontiers,  and  several  of  the  fron- 
tier settlements  in  this  County  have  been  evacuated  before  I 
was  authorised  to  send  out  any  men  for  their  protection. 

By  the  20th  Inst.,  I  shall  set  out  for  Philadelphia,  at  which 
time  I  will  be  able  to  make  as  accurate  a  statement  of  the 
Number  and  equipments  of  our  Militia,  &ca.,  as  practicable  to 
obtain. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

and  very  Humble  servant, 

JAMES  MARSTIEL. 

H"s  Excellency  TiioyAS  Mifflin,  Esquire. 
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GEX.    KNOX,    SECRETARY   OF    WAR,  TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  DEPAKTJrnxT,  April20tJi,  nOl. 
Sir: — I  have  tlie  Iioiior  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Ernest,  at  Fort  Pitt. 

The  affair  of  which  he  speaks  is  of  a  most  atrocious  nature. 
It  may  be  expected  that  a  more  particular  account  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  post  of  to-morrow,  when  I  shall  have  the  honor 
of  communicating'  further  with  your  Excellency  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obod't 

and  very  humble  serv't, 

II.  KNOX, 


His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflix. 


\Scc'y  of  War 


LIEUTENANT  ERNEST,  OF  THE  FEDERAL  ARTILLERY, 
TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


Fort  Pot.  lOth  April,  1791. 
Sir  : — Mr.  Jeflers  informed  me  by  Express,  two  days  since, 
that  he  had  just  received  good  information  of  one  thousand  of 
the  lower  Indians  being  within  thirty  miles  of  him,  and  that 
their  views  were  to  destroy  the  Cussawaga  settlement  and  the 
post  at  Yinango  ;  that  his  garrison  is  reinforced  by  forty 
Seneka  Indians  and  white  men  from  Cussawaga,  and  that  he 
had  then  but  ten  days'  provisions  on  hand,  the  contractor's 
boat  having  been  stopped  on  its  passage  to  Fort  Franklin  by 
the  militia  of  Westmoreland  count}',  on  account  of  there  being 
friendly  Indians  on  board  who  assisted  in  navigating  her  up 
the  Alleghany.     These  Indians  were  a  part  of  Cornplanter's 
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party  who  liad  vrith  thcra  the  presents  they  received  from  Con- 
gress and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  taken  from  them 
and  exposed  at  public  sale.  The  party  that, did  this  mischief 
was  under  the  commend  of  Major  Guthrie,  of  Westmoreland. 
The  Contractor's  boat  set  out  again  from  this  place  the  3d 
instant  and  expected  to  arrive  at  Fort  Franklin  the  14th  or  15th 
at  farthest.  Mr.  Jeffer's  letter  is  dated  the  5tli,  so  that  it  is 
probable  the  supply  ma}'  arrive  seasonably. 
Your  obt.  serv't, 

:,IATTIIE\V  ERNEST. 


WILLIAM  FINDLEY  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


April  2d,  1791. 
De.ar  Sip.  : — I  have  just  time  to  inform  j'ou  by  post  that 
yesterda}'  morning'  the  Indians  attacked  the  house  of  James 
Kilpatrick,  on  Crocked  Creek,  and  killed  two  men  and  Broke 
a  child's  leg,  &c.,  the  people,  however,  supported  the  house. 
There  were  six  Militia  men  stationed  at  the  house  and  nine,  I 
understand,  at  a  house  iu  the  neighborhood.  I  am  informed 
that  a  block  house  opposite  to  Pittsburg  has  been  attacked  by 
the  savages,  but  they  have  been  repulsed.  Col.  Campbell  has 
been  much  complained  of  for  keeping  the  Militia  out  from 
their  labors.  (This  affair  will  convince  people  of  the  necessity 
•of  the  measure.)  lie  called  upon  Genl.  St.  Clair  for  the  few 
recruits  that  were  raised  here  to  supply  iu  part  the  place  of 
the  first  called  Militia,  but  was  refused,  as  the  Gen'l  is  taking 
them  to  guard  himself  down  the  River.  The  people  here  were 
convinced  that  they  had  not  much  assistance  to  expect  from 
his  industry  or  attention.  I  am  sorry  that  these  apprehensions 
are  so  much  verified.  My  information  is  imperfect,  for  though 
a  Boy  came  express  this  morning  to  my  house  for  assistance 
to  scout  on  the  frontier,  yet  I  not  being  in  the  house  did  not 
see  him.     Excuse  haste  and  confusion,  and  believe  mo  to  be 

with  sincere  respect. 

Your  obed't  humble  serv't, 

WILLIAM  FINDLEY. 
A.  D.\LLAS,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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DAVID  STEWART  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 

Sunday,  SlJi  daij  of  May,  1791. 
Sir. : — I  have  this  day  received  information  whicli  may  be 
depended  on,  that  a  party  of  Indians  known  to  be  Senecaes, 
some  time  in  the  last  week  of  April,  killed  two  men  and  one 
child  (which  account  I  expect  your  Excellency  has  received 
by  this  time,)  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Crooked  Creek 
near  Kitaning  Old  Town,  and  within  twenty-eight  or  thirty 
miles  of  our  Frontiers,  which  lye  as  much  exposed  as  the  place 
where  they  have  committed  the  murder.  Our  Settlements  arc 
in  considerable  fear  and  danger,  and  unless  some  Guards  are 
stationed  along  the  wilderness  back  cf  our  Settlement.  I 
am  afraid  they  will  give  way,  particularly  as  the  murders 
were  committed  by  a  Nation  we  expected  were  upon  the  most 
friendly  terms  with  us.  A  Capt.  McGuire  who  lives  tlje  most 
exposed,  informs  me  that  he  has  discovered  traces  of  tiie  In- 
dians in  several  parts  of  the  Country  in  which  he  lives,  and 
as  he  informs  me  they  are  Senecaes,  we  have  too  little  right  to 
expect  anything  from  their  placable  disposition.  Your  Excel- 
lency, we  trust,  will  take  such  measures  as  will  be  necessary 
to  strengthen  our  Frontiers. 

I  am,  with  all  possible  regard  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellencie's  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Serv't, 
^  DAVID  STEWART. 

His  Excellency  Tno.M.is  Miffltx,  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 
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GEN.    KNOX,    SECRETARY    OF    AVAR,  TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


"War  Department,  3Iay  lOlh,  1791. 
SiK  : — 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the   information  of 
your  Excellenc}',  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Heart,  re- 
specting the    consequences   of  the  Indians  who  were  killed 
near  the  block  house  on  Big  Beaver  Creek. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 
and  very  humble  Serv't, 
II.  KNOX, 

Sec'y  of  War. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


MAJOR  JONATHAN  HEART  TO  GEN.  KNOX. 


Philadelphia,  10th  May,  1791. 
Sir  : — With  respect  to  the  murders  committed  by  the  Indians 
on  the  Allcghaney  in  March  last,  I  can  assure  you  they  were 
not  committed  by  the  Munsee  &  Senecas,  as  has  been  publickly 
reported.  Capt.  BuUit,  who  was  said  to  be  killed,  I  have 
myself  seen  since  that  time,  he  with  a  number  of  Munsee  had 
been  hunting  near  the  Susquehannah  waters  during  the  whole 
winter  and  spring.  The  Seneca,  called  Snip  Nose,  who  was 
also  said  to  be  of  the  party,  I  did  not  see,  but  not  long  before 
the  massacree  he  was  near  Fort  Franklin,  and  went  to  Buffaloe 
creek  where  the  chiefs  say  he  now  is  and  that  he  has  not  been 
absent.  The  Indian  supposed  to  be  Snip  Nose,  was  a  Munsee 
living  on  Beaver  waters,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Capt. 
Peters,  a  relation  to  some  of  the  Indians  killed  by  Capt.  Brady. 
Another  of  the  Indians  who  committed  the  murder  was  known 
by  the  name  of  Flin,  had  often  been  with  the  Senecas,  but  ho 
lived  and  hunted  on  Beaver  waters,  was  also  connected  with 
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the  families  who  suflered  at  the  Beaver  Block  house,  aud  there 
<;an  be  no  doubt  but  the  murders  were  committed  by  the  friends 
and  relations  of  those  families  who  hunted  on  Beaver  waters, 
and  not  by  the  Indians  on  the  AUeghancy,  who  in  every  par- 
ticular manifest  the  most  sincere  attachment  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  due  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  hum'l  Serv't, 

JON  A.  HEART. 
Major  Goneral  Kxox. 


JOHN  SCULL  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN 


Pittsburgh,  May  12th,  1791. 
Sir  : — I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  you  a  Pittsburgh 
Gazette,  which  contains  some  accounts  of  the  depredations  of 
the  Indians,  and  since  publishing  which  I  have  rec'd  an  au- 
thentic account,  that  two  men  were  taken  on  Sunday  last 
about  six  miles  from  the  Allegheny,  in  Westmoreland  County, 
and  about  twenty  miles  from  this  place.  There  were  three 
men  in  company,  one  escaped  by  being  some  distance  behind 
the  others,  and  informs  that  there  were  20  Indians. 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  am 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  SCULL. 
His  Excellency  Thom.vs  Mifflin',  Governor  of  the   State   of 
Pennsylvania. 


MAJOR  JOHN  IRWIN  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


Pittsburgh,  May  12Ul,  1791. 

Sir: — In  the  absence  of  the  County  Lieut.,  I  acknowledge 

the  rec't  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  March,  with  an  order  for 

200  Stand  Musquets  &  Bayonets,     They  have,  I  hope,  been 

distributed    in   the    most  Juditious    manner  to   the    Counties 
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alluded  to  in  3'our  letter.  By  next  post  you  may  expect  the 
necessary  Vouchers.  The  Waggon  mentioned  in  this  letter 
sent  off  last  Saturday  with  Arms,  xVmmunition,  &c.,  we  have 
not  since  heard  of.  Your  letter  of  the  8th  Aprile,  b}^  j\Ir.  Dun- 
woodie,  with  an  inclosed  Invoice  of  Military  Stores — a  certain 
Mr.  William  Todd,  of  Westmoreland  County,  10  miles  from 
Greensburgh,  has  taken  the  liberty  in  the  name  of  the  County 
Lieut,  to  take  possession  of  the  whole — how  ho  is  to  account 
to  Government  for  his  Conduct,  the  Governour  may  Judge.  The 
Counties  of  ^Vashington  and  Allegaheny,  I  am  confident,  ac- 
knowledge with  Gratitude  the  attention  paid  them  by  Govern- 
ment. But  you  see  the  Misconduct  of  a  Mr.  Todd  oversetts 
the  designs  of  a  good  Government,  &  I  am  Confident  the  Ex- 
ertions of  a  Majority  of  most  Spirited  Virtuous  Citizens, — 
drop  the  subject.  I  hope  your  representations  of  this  business 
to  the  Governour  will  be  the  line  to  have  it  sett  right.  I  have 
nothing  new  to  inform  you  of.  We  are  got  perfectly  Easy  on 
the  subject  of  Tomhawking  &;  Scalping,  as  it  happens  every 
two  or  three  days.  It  is  probable  I  may  not  have  the  pleasure 
of  writing  you  again,  as  I  believe  mine  would  be  vcr}'  accept- 
able to  our  Swarthy  Neighbors. 

Your  Most  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  IRWIN, 
Uojorith  Battln.  Allegaheny  Militia,  Acting  for  the  County  Lieut. 
Mr.  Clement  Biddle,  Q.  M.  Gen'l  P.  Militia. 


ANDREW  GREGG  TO  COL.  BRYSON. 


Penxs  valley,  \Qlh  Jlay,  179 L 
D'rSir: — We  have  received  some  tolerably  well  authenti- 
cated accounts  of  the  Indians  being  on  our  Frontiers.  Not 
many  Daj's  since  they  attacked  a  House  on  Crooked  Creek,, 
where  a  party  of  seven  Men  had  assembled  for  their  mutual 
Defence,  &;  killed  two  Men  &  one  Boy  in  the  Ilouse.  The 
Indians  had  one  killed  on  the  Spot  and  another  appeared  badly^ 
wounled. 
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Crooked  Creek,  where  the  above  happened,  I  am  informed, 
is  not  more  than  eighty  or  ninety  Miles  distant  from  my  House. 
The  Lieutenant  of  Huntingdon  County  has  ordered  out  a  scout- 
ing party  to  reconoiter,  which  marched  last  Saturday.  The 
people  here  are  a  good  Deal  alarmed  &  are  urging  me  to  do 
something  in  the  Way  of  preparing  for  Defence.  Being  with- 
out authority,  I  feel  a  Backwardness  to  proceed,  tho'  I  see  the 
Necessity  of  it  now.  I  have  taken  this  previous  step  to  advise 
with  you  Sc  shall  wait  your  Answer.  "We  have  very  few  Arms 
&  no  Amunition.  I  have,  therefore,  been  thinking  that  it 
would  be  very  well  for  you  to  procure  &  send  us  some  of  both, 
&  likewise  to  hasten  the  period  of  our  Organization,  as  with- 
out some  Establishment,  that  way  you  know  Nothing  can  be 
well  done.  Besides,  should  Danger  approach  nearer,  both  you 
&  I  will  be  charged  with  Neglect  <S:  unnecessary  Delay.  I 
shall  wait  your  answer  &  wish  you  to  hasten  it. 
1  am.  Sir,  with  the  highest  Esteem, 

Your  Friend  at,d  most  obe't  serv't, 

ANDREW  GREGG. 
Cul.  Sam'l  Rlysox,  LieutenaLt  of  Mifflin  county. 


GEN.   KNOX,    SECRETARY    OF    WAR,    TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Department,  Jlay  19,  1791. 
Sir:— Conformably  to  your  Excellency's  request  of  this 
day,  I  have  given  Col.  Clement  Biddle,  the  quarter  master 
general  of  this  State,  an  order  on  Major  Craig,  at  Fort  Pitt, 
for  two  hundred  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  a  proportionate 
quantity  of  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  xery  humble  Serv't, 

H.  KNOX, 

Sec'y  of  War. 
His  Exce!lencv  Governor  ]Miffllv. 
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JOHN  ADLUM  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


New  To-n-x,  June  21th,  1791. 

IIoxouRED  Sir  : — I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  19th  Instant, 
where  I  found  Cul.  Pickering*  and  a  few  Indians,  the  waters 
being'  so  low  he  could  not  reach  the  Painted  Post,  the  place 
appointed  for  the  Treaty,  so  he  concluded  to  hold  it  at  this 
place.  Since  I  came  here,  there  is  to  the  amount  of  near  two 
hundred  warriors  and  others  of  the  Oneida  &  Onondaga  tribes 
arrived,  and  yesterday  a  runner  came  from  the  Senecas,  in- 
forming that  there  were  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  of  them 
in  a  body,  on  their  way,  besides  a  considerable  number  from 
other  Towns  who  were  expected  to  join  them  ;  but  the  Corn- 
planter  was  not  amongst  them,  and  the  runner  could  not  in- 
form me  whether.he  would  come  to  the  Treaty  or  not,  and  as 
my  business  here  was  to  see  him,  I  concluded  it  would  be  only 
losing  of  time  for  me  to  wait  for  him,  as  I  have  other  business  to 
attend  to,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  Treaty  will  be 
over  this  three  weeks.  I  left  a  letter  informing  him  of  my  hav- 
ing been  here  with  an  intention  of  doing  his  business,  (to  be 
forwarded  to  him  if  he  does  not  attend  the  Treaty,)  with  my 
reasons  for  not  waiting,  promising,  at  the  same  time,  to  attend 
to  the  same  as  soon  as  I  can  go  to  that  Country  in  safety. 
I  am.  Sir, 

with  sentiments  of  esteem, 

3'onr  most  obedient  humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  ADLUM. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 


ESTIMATE  FOR  DEFENCE  OF  FRONTIERS. 


pHILADELrHI.V,  AuQust  GtJl,   1791. 

Estimate  of  Expenditures  for  the  defence  of  the   Western 
Frontiers  iu  the  Quarter  Master's  Department  I)}-  order  of  His 
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Excellency  the  Governor,  uudcr  the  authority  of  the  Act  of 
Assembly,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  temporary  de- 
fence of  the  Frontiers  of  this  Commonwealth." 


1791,  April. 
Sent    to    West- 
moreland,   Al- 
legheny     and 
Washington . 


May  3d. 

Sent  to  Middle- 
ton  to  forward 
to  Hunting-don 
County. 


4.0  quarter  casks   pow- 
der, bags,  &c £61  18  9 

88  Muskets  and  accou- 
trements. Flints,  &c.  132  15  2 

42  Rifles 144  14  0 

5  Cwt.  Lead 13  9  2 

Carriage 107  18  8 


10  quarter  casks  pow- 
der, bags,  &c 15     8  10 

32  Muskets  and  accou- 
trements       45     1     6 

'^Rifles 31     5     6 

30G  lbs.  Lead  and  Balls, 

600  flints 13  12     2 

Carriage,  &c 9     7     9 


460  15  9 


Charge   of   an  Express  to   Pittsburr 
postage 


& 


114  15  9 


23  10  2 


Delivered  at 
Pittsburg.  Bor- 
rowed of  the 
Secretary  at 
War  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be 
replaced  &  now 
replacing. 


200    stand    of    Arms, 

complete  March  31st  900  00  00 

Amrauaition  in  propor- 
tion       60  00  00 

200    stand    of     ditto, 

May  19th 900  00  00 

Ammunition  in  propor- 
tion       60  00  00 

Carriage 270  00  00 

2,190  00  00 


£2,789    1    8 
N.  B.  About  100  stand  of  arms,   I  am  informed,  have  not 
been  issued  at  Pittsburg. 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

Q.  M.  Gen.  Pcnn.  Militia. 
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MAJOR  JOHN  IRWIN  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


PiTTSRURGH,  June  dd,  179L 
Dear  Sir  : — Siuce  my  last  to  you,  the  Indians  have  been 
perfectly  quiet  (except  in  one  trifeling  instance)  on  the  fron- 
tier of  the  Countys  of  Allegaheny  &  Westmoreland.     Yours 
of  the   19th  May,   with  the  order  for  200    Stand  arms,   Am- 
munition, &c.,  came  Safe  to  hand.     50  of  these,  with  a  pro- 
portion of  amunition,  have  been  delivered  to  the  Lieut,  of 
Washing-ton  County.       Geu'l  Butler  thinks  it  improper  that 
any  more  arms  Should  be  Issu'd  on  this  order,  as  the  levies 
are  arriving  almost  every  day,  and  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  more  Arms  in  Store  at  this  place  than  will  be  Sufficient  to 
arm  them.     The  ammunition  may  be  had  if  wanted.  The  Gen- 
tlemen of  Westmoreland  must  have  been  greatly  allarm'd,  and 
I  am  Sorry  for  it,  but  it  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place  to 
observe,  that  their  Neighbouring  County,  Allegaheny,  have 
Suffered  four  times  as  much  in  allarms  &  real  attacks  in  the 
Course  of  three  months  past.     We  have  lost  from  this  County 
fourteen  person  Killed,  Wounded  &  taken,  &  I  recollect  but 
three  from  Westmoreland.     The  County  last  mentioned,  have 
now  in  their  possession.  Stores  Stopt,  &  what  they  got  of  the 
first  Order,  for  two  hundred  Stand  arms,  kc. 
2,900  pounds  ball,  buck  Shott,  &c.  . 
1,100     Do,       Riffle  &  Musquet  powders. 
2,000  Flints. 
127  Stand  arms  and  the  accoutrements,  &c..  Sent 
in  your  two  last  Waggons. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most 

obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  IRWIN, 
Major  UliBaMVn  Allegaheny  Militia,  acting  for  the  County  Lieut. 
Col.  Clement  Biddle,  Quarter  Master  C4eneral  Penn'a  Militia. 


FEOXTIER  DEFENCE.  qqq 

RHEA'S  NARRATIVE. 


Narrative  oF  Mr   I'/inmn^  T^hor,  ..i  ■     -, 

J   ^n>.  1  nomas  Lkea,  ivho  arrived  atPiUsburnh  from 

captivity  the  3 mh  of  Jane,Un. 

On  the  otli  day  of  Mav    1701     T  t,t.c.  +  i 

one  called  Jacob  PMiip,,,  wl,„  b„,l,  talk  En^lisl,     PI Xs    s 
well  known  at  Detroit  as  a  Delaware.     They  also    od      f,, 
-n^et^e.  Coreelius  Van  Home  a,u,  two  hotes.Tart  o    t  I 

which  „,ade  it  ,hc  1 ,  d ;  of  M,f  "t;f-  r ''''  '^'■ 

Captain  Coon  with  from  one  hund'':  and  flftv  t  '?  "f  " 
Indians,  beside  so„,e  war  parties":'::",;!    "^     ,  ul    e"." rtf 

horses  and  other  nronertv   5,1c..  -.  ,  i  •.        •        o"'' ^n  negroep, 

at  a  village  seven  !n  s  /t  e  Sand  ':  ?"d  "  ■''  "''°  ""^  '^" 
Sandnsk,..  which  was  se4n  da  Clt^chlrr/CT  ^ 
plant.„g  corn  ;  the  eighth  day,  which  was  the  24110   Mar  an 

a  thX" ;;:'"  "^  "r^-''""°°'  ^""  -^--ation  .1;" 

Kii^e  Dody  ot  troops  were  discovered  movino-  i,^  o  •  i   ^ 
the  Miami  towns  in  three  eolnms  •  on  wh  ch  .      t  .     °""' 
.nuch  alarmed,  and  immediately  d;stovedtl,      '  ^""^Tr"' 
been  planted,  burned  their  houses      rmotdTotre".:^'"    "'' 
:ng  of  the  Mian.i  or  Ottawa  rive,  called  Sandu   -^    Sevta  2" 

:Mi::rw«:c:irettrdtrrMSr-  -ttv^"^  ^^-^^ 

a..  Captain.  Bnnbnry  andti^vt  of  :re°BHi:o:p?^Tr 

otSvt-^tXi^rv^^^^ 

miles;  they  had  Clever hdnses,  Z^^^J^'^fi::!^ 
m.esand  other  Indians;  i„  these  they  llx  stores  of  glds," 
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"with  arms,  ammunition  and  provision,  which  they  issued  ta 
the  Indians  in  great  abundance,  viz  :  corn,  pork,  peas,  &c. 
The  Indians  came  to  this  place  in  parties  of  one,  two,  three, 
four  and  five  hundred  at  a  lime  from  different  quarters,  and  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  McKee  and  the  Indian  officers,  clothing,  arms, 
ammunition,  provision,  &c.,  and  set  out  immediately  for  the 
Upper  Miami  towns,  where  they  understood  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  were  bending  their  course,  and  in  order  to  supply 
the  Indians  from  other  quarters  collected  there.  Pirogues, 
loaded  with  the  above  mentioned  articles,  were  sent  up  the 
Miami  river,  wrought  by  French  Canadians.  About  the  last 
of  May,  Captain  Silvie  purchased  me  from  the  Indians,  and  I 
staid  with  him  at  this  place  till  the  4th  of  June,  (the  King's 
birth  day,)  when  I  was  sent  to  Detroit. 

Previous  to  leaving  the  Miami  river,  I  saw  one  Mr.  Dick, 
who,  with  his  wife,  was  taken  prisoner  near  Pittsburgh  in  the 
spring — I  believe  by  the  Wj'andots.  Mr.  McKee  was  about 
purchasing  Mr.  Dick  from  the  Indians,  but  found  it  difficult. 
Mrs.  Dick  was  separated  from  him,  and  left  at  a  village  at  some 
distance  from  this,  place.  I  also  saw  a  young  boy  named 
Brittle,  who  was  taken  in  the  spring  from  near  a  mill,  (Cap- 
tain O'llara's.)  near  Pittsburgh  ;  his  hair  was  cut,  and  he  was 
dressed  and  armed  lor  war;  could  not  got  speaking  to  him. 

About  the  5tli  June,  in  the  Detroit  river,  I  met  i'rom  sixty  to 
one  hundred  canoes,  in  three  parties,  containing  a  large  body 
of  Indians,  who  appeared  to  be  very  wild  and  uncivilized  ;. 
they  were  dressed  chiefly  in  buffalo  and  other  skin  blankets, 
with  otter  skin  and  other  fur  breech  cloths,  armed  with  bows, 
and  arrows,  and  spears  ;  they  had  no  guns,  and  seemed  to  set 
no  store  by  them,  or  know  little  of  their  use,  nor  had  they  any 
inclination  to  receive  them,  though  offered  to  them.  They 
said  they  were  three  moons  on  their  wa}'.  The  other  Indians 
called  them  Mannitoos.  About  this  time  there  was  a  field  day 
of  the  troops  at  Detroit,  which  1  think  is  from  five  to  six  hun- 
dred in  number.  The  next  day  a  field  day  of  the  French  militia 
took  place,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Canadians  with 
some  others  turned  out  volunteers  to  join  the  Indians,  and 
were  to  set  off  the  8Lh  for  the  Miami  village,  with  their  own 
horses,  after  being  plentifully  supplied  with  arms,  ammunition. 
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clothin,^  and  provisions,  &c.,  to  lit  them  for  the  march.   While 

was  at  the  Miami,  or  Ottawa  river,   as  they  call  it    1  had 

seen  Co  onel  Proctor,  on  his  way  to  Fort  Franklin-that  1  un- 
derstood he  was  on  his  way  to  Miami  or  Sandusky,  with  some 
of  the  Senecas,  and  that  he  expected  the  Con.planter  would 
accompany  him  in  order  to  settle  matters  with  the  hostile 
nations  ',  and  that  he  expected  to  g-ot  shipping  at  Fort  Erie  to 
bring  him  and  these  people  to  the  Miami,  or  Sandusky,  &c 
Ihat  the  officers  in  their  conversation  with  each  other  said    if 

tZTV\  ''?  ^"'  '''  '^'^"^^  ^''  ^'^  shipping  there,  L, 
Ihat  the  Mohawks  and  other  Indians  that  could  speak  Eno-lish 
declared   that   if  he   (meaning   Colonel  Proctor)   or  any  other 
lankee   messenger  came  there  they  should  never  carry  mes- 
sages^ back.     This  was  frequentfy  expressed  by  the  Indians 
and  Simon  Girly ;  and  a  certain  Patt  Hill  declared  Proctorshould 
not  return  if  he  had  a  hundred  Senecas  with  him  ;  and  many 
otner  such  tnreats  were  used,  and  every  movement,  appearance 
and  declaracion   seemed   hostile   to  the  United  States.     And  I 
understood  that  Colonel  McKee  and  the  other  officers  intended 
only  to  stay  at  the  Miami  till  they  had  furnished  the  war  par- 
ties of  Indians  with  the  necessaries  menuoned   above    to  fit 
them  for  war,  and  then  would  returned  to  Detroit.     That  El- 
hot  had  returned  to  Detroit,  and  Simon  Girty  ;  and  that  Girty 
d     la  ed  he  won  d  go  and  Join  the  Indians,  and  that  Captain 
i-Jiott  told  him  he  was  going  the  next  day  with  a  boat  load  of 
goods  for  the  Indians,  and  that  Girty  might  have  a  passage 
jvith  him.     That  on  the  Tth  of  June  .he  ship  Dunmore  sailfd 
01  Fort  Erie m  which  I  got  a  passage.     We  arrived  there  in 
four  days.     About  the  12th  June  ]  saw  taken  into  this  vessel 
a  number  of  cannon,   eighteen-pounders,  with  other  military 
stores,  and  better  than  two  companies  of  artillery  troops,  des- 
tined, as  I  understood,  for  Detroit  and  the  upper  posts;  some 
of  the  art:Ilcry.men  had  to  remain  behind,  lor  want  of  room  in 
he  vessel.     I  have  just  recollected  that,  while  I  was  at  the 
Ottowa  river,  I  saw  a  party  of    warriors    come    in   with  the 
arms    accoutrements,  clothing,   .Ic.  of   a  sero-.eant,  corporal 
and  (they  said)  twelve  men,  whom  they  had  lulled  in  some  of 
the  lower  posts  on  the  Ohio  ;  that  a  man  of  the  Indian  depart- 


€72  FRONTIER  DEFENCE. 

ment  offered  me  a  coat,  which  had  a  number  of  bullet  and 
other  holes  in  it,  and  was  all  bloody,  which  I  refused  to  take, 
and  Colonel  McKee  then  ordered  me  clothes  out  of  the  Indian 
store. 

THOMAS  RHEA, 

Al.LEGHEN'Y    CoUXTY,         /       ,. 

Pittsburg,  July  -d,  1791,  ]  "^  * 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  tlie  justices  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  the  aforesaid  count}',  the 
subscriber,  Thomas  Rhea,  and  being  sworn  according  to  law 
deposeth  that  the  above  narrative  is  a  true  state  of  facts,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  recollection. 

JAMES  BRISON. 


CAPT.  TORRENCE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


Fayette  Couxty,  AvgH  lOih,  1791. 
Sir  : — With  propriety  your  Excellency  may  conclude  that 
I  am  guilty  of  a  great  neglect  in  not  writing  sooner,  or  before 
now,  but  the  inclosed  will,  I  hope,  mitigate,  as  it  will  Shew 
that  I  was  attentive.  When  I  intrusted  it  with  the  Gentleman 
mentioned  on  the  back,  I  tliought  I  had  a  good  conveyance, 
but  he  forgot  my  packett  at  home,  and  only  handed  it  me  a 
few  days  agoe.  Since  mj'  last.  General  Richard  Buttlcr  call'd 
the  County  Lieut's  of  Ohio,  Washington,  Alegheni,  West- 
moreland &  Fayette  to  a  consultation  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  in  the  absence  of  the  Federal  Troops,  which  was  to 
be  drawn  Off  the  5th  Inst.  AVe  agreed  that  300  Militia  Should 
be  kept  up — Sixtj'-five,  properly  Officer'd,  is  my  Quota,  which 
is  marched  from  the  first  &  Second  Batalions,  First  class. 
Their  Station  is  One  Capt.,  One  Ens'n  &  45  rank  and  file  at  the 
block  House,  near  the  mouth  of  bigg  Beaver  Creek,  and  One 
Lieut,  and  20  rank  and  file  at  the  mouth  of  Yellow  Creek,  on 
the  Ohio.  Should  it  be  deemed  necessary  for  them  to  continue 
longer  for  the  defence  of  the  Inhabitants,  I  mean  to  relieve 
them  Once  a  mouth,  as  the  burthen  will  then  fall  more  equal. 
Hirelings  and  Servants  in  this  Country  is  veiy  scarce,  and  con- 
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soquently,  two  months'  tour  to  a  farmer  would  be  very  injuri- 
ous. This  is  all  the  UfScial  transactions  that  has  lately  passed 
which  your  honour  requires  me  to  transmitt.  Should  any  ap- 
pointment to  OfiQce  lie  before  your  Excellency  that  my  abili- 
ties would  be  adequate  to,  in  this  part,  should  be  happy  to 
meet  your  approbation — and  as  it  is  a  asking  or  seeking  time, 
I  humbly  crave  a  continuance  of  my  present  Office,  should 
3'our  honour  see  fitt.  For  recommendation,  I  refer  to  Jno. 
Smilie,  Esq'r,  and  the  rest  of  Our  representatives  from  Our 
County. 

I  am  with  due  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  and  Very  humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  TORRENCE. 
His  Excellcncie  Thomas  Mifflin. 


COL.  CAMPBELL  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Greensburgii,  Aug't  I3th,  1791. 
Sir  : — In  Consequence  of  your  Letter  to  me  directed,  of  the 
Nineteenth  of  May,  1791,  I  Ordered,  by  Draught,  a  full  Com- 
pany of  Millitia,  of  this  County,  to  Guard  the  froonteers  untill 
Sutch  Time  as  the  General  Government  would  Grant  them  Pro- 
tection, and  as  Soon  as  a  part  of  Coll  Gibson's  New  Levies 
Was  Sent  on  our  Froonteers,  I  went  to  Maj'r  John  Clark,  of 
the  New  Levies,  who  Had  the  Command  of  the  Troops  in  our 
County  and  Wished  to  have  the  whole  of  the  Millitia  of  the 
County  discharged  ;  But  as  the  Men  Under  His  Command  was 
Not  Sufficient  to  guard  Sutch  An  Extensive  Froonteer,  He 
Wished  Me  to  Continue  fifty  of  the  men.  Upon  whitch  I  did, 
and  discharged  the  Captain  and  thirty  of  the  men ;  the  Re- 
mainder Served  their  Proper  Tour,  and  Against  that  time  was 
Expired  General  Butler  gave  me  Information  that  He  would 
With  Draw  the  New  Levies  from  their  Posts,  and  Requested 
me  to  Protect  the  froonteers  of  Westmoreland  County.  I  then 
Agreed  with  the  Lieutenants  of  Washington,  Feyete  and  Ale- 
43— Vol.  IV. 
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gany  Counties  to  furnish  for  my  Quota  to  guard  the  Froon- 
tecrs,  Seventy-five  men  to  give  Protection  To  the  froonteers 
of  Westmoreland  county,  Whitch  I  Expected  would  have  Been 
Sufficient,  But  Upon  finding  the  Enemy  Being  so  mutch  On 
Our  froonteers,  and  so  Constantly  a  Stealing  of  Horses,  But 
Hath  not  yet  Done  Other  Damage,  But  often  Seen  ;  and  as  I 
found  one  Company  of  Men  was  Not  Sufficent  to  give  Protec- 
tion to  so  Extensive  a  froonteer,  1  Ordered  to  thier  Af«sistance 
one  L't  and  twenty-five  men,  and  with  The  Whole  of  them  it  is 
as  mutch  as  I  can  Get  the  froonteers  Inhabitants  Not  to 
Break  up.  1  will  do  Everything  in  My  Power  to  give  Sattis- 
i'action  to  the  froonteers  and  Not  to  Let  them  Move  from  thier 
Stattions.  I  Have  Apointed  John  Deniston  Contractor  for  the 
Westmoreland  County  Millitia,  and  is  to  see  him  Paid  Eight 
Pence  Pr.  Ration  on  the  account  of  the  Stations  being  so 
small.  I  Expect  you  Will  Order  the  Expences  to  be  Paid  to 
William  Findley,  Esq'r,  as  my  Charecter  Is  At  Slake  for  the 
Punctual  Payment  of  the  Men  and  provitions. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

CHAS.  CAMPBELL. 
His  Excellency  Tno?,  Mifflin,  Esq'r. 


REPRESENTATION  OF  THE   INHABITANTS  OF  PITTS- 
BURGH. 


PiTTSBUKGii,  Will  Dtamhcr,  1191. 
Sir: — In  consequence  of  the  late  intelligence  of  the  fate  of 
the  campaign  to  the  AVestward,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Pittsburgh  have  convened,  and  appointed  us  a  committee,  for 
the  purpose  of  addressing  your  Excellency.  The  late  disaster 
of  the  army  must  greatly  afiect  the  safety  of  this  place.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  but  the  enemy  will  now  come  forward,  and 
with  more  spirit,  and  greater  numbers  than  they  ever  did  be- 
fore, for  success  will  give  confidence,  and  secure  allies.  We 
seriously  apprehend  tho.t  the  Six  Nations,  heretofore  waver- 
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ing,  will  now  avow  themselves  ;  at  least  their  young-  men  will 
come  to  war.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Indians  at  present  hos- 
tile are  well  acquainted  with  the  defenceless  situation  of  this 
town.  During  the  late  war  there  was  a  garrison  at  this  place, 
though,  even  then,  there  was  not  such  a  combination  of  the 
savage  nations,  nor  so  much  to  be  dreaded  from  them.  At 
present  we  have  neither  garrison  arms,  nor  ammunition  to  d( - 
lend  the  place.  If  the  enemy  should  be  disposed  to  pursue  the 
blow  they  have  given,  (which  it  is  morally  certain  ihey  will,) 
they  would,  in  our  situation,  iind  it  easy  to  destroy  us  ;  and 
should  this  place  be  lost  the  whole  country  is  open  to  them, 
and  must  be  abandoned.  The  safet}'  of  this  place  being  an 
object  of  the  greatest  consequence,  not  only  to  the  neighbor- 
ing country  but  to  the  United  States,  as  it  is  the  point  of  com- 
munication to  the  Westward,  and  the  proper  depository  of 
their  magazines,  it  must  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  to 
preserve  it. 

"We  state  these  things  to  3'our  Excellency  as  the  executive 
authority  of  the  Government,  that  if  anything  can  be  done  by 
your  Excellency  towards  our  immediate  defence  it  may  be 
done  ;  if  not,  your  Excellency  will  communicate  our  situation 
to  our  State  Legislature,  or  to  the  General  Government,  as  it 
may  seem  expedient  or  proper.  Having  the  highest  confi- 
dence in  3^our  Excellency's  good  disposition  towards  the  citi- 
zens of  this  State  in  general,  and  those  of  this  place  in  par- 
ticular. 

We  are  your  Excellency's  obedient  humble  servants. 

JAMES  O'llARRA. 
JOHN  IRWIN, 
JORN  WILKINS,  JuN., 
A.  TANNEHILL, 
JOHN  McMASTERS, 
WILLIAM  TURNBUL-L, 
To  His  Excellenc}-  Governor  jMiffi.in. 
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PRESIDENT  WASniNGTON   TO  GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN. 


Piiilad'a,  December  23,  1791. 
SiK  :--!  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday, 
enclosing'  a  copy  of  a  representation  to  you  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pittsburgh,  relatively  to  their  apprehensions  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  defeat  of  the  troops  under  Major  General 
St,  Clair. 

I  can,  with  great  propriety,  assure  your  Excellency,  that  it 
is  my  earnest  desire,  that  all  the  exposed  parts  of  the  frontiers 
should  be  as  efl'ectually  protected,  at  the  general  expense,  as 
the  case  may  require. 

I  shall  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to  confer  with  your  Ex- 
cellency upon  this  subject,  and  to  inform  you  of  such  measures 
as  have  been  directed,  and  are  in  train  of  execution. 
I  have  th6  honor  to  be, 

your  obd't  serv't, 

GO.  WASHINGTON. 
To  His  Excollencv  Thomas  Mifflix,  Governor  of  Pennsvlvania. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Philad'a,  2Uh  December,  1791. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  state  to  your  Excellency  the 
measures  which  are  at  present  in  train  of  execution,  for  the 
defensive  protection  of  the  Western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
wit: 

First.  That,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  present  month,  or- 
ders were  issued  to  Major  Craig  to  construct,  immediately,  a 
block  house  at  fort  Pitt,  and  to  surround  it  with  pallisadoes, 
so  as  to  contain  about  one  hundred  men. 

Secondhj.  On  the  same  day  directions  were  given,  that  a 
party  of  a  commissioned  officer  and  thirty-four  non-commis- 
sioned and  privates,  should  remain  at  fort  Pitt,  from  two 
companies,   part  of  which  had  been   stationed  at  fort    Pitt, 
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from  the  twentieth  of  October  to  the  fifteenth  instant,  at  which 
time  they  were  under  orders  to  descend  the  Ohio.  That  it  is, 
however,  to  be  expected,  that  the  said  two  companies  may 
liave  departed  from  fort  Pitt  previously  to  the  receipt  of  this 
order,  unless  prevented  by  the  ice. 

Thirdly.  That,  on  this  day;  will  march  from  this  city,  a  de- 
tachiiient  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  non  commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  besides  commissioned  officers.  Part  of 
these  will  be  stationed  at  fort  Pitt,  and  detachments  posted  at 
such  other  places  on  the  Ohio  and  upper  of  the  Alleghany,  as 
to  be  most  condusive  to  the  general  safety  of  these  parts. 

Fourthly.  The  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland, 
Alleghany  and  Washington  will  be  authorized  to  call  out  such 
a  number  of  scouts  or  patrols,  at  the  expense  of  the  General 
Government,  as  they  shall  judge  proper ;  not,  however,  ex- 
ceeding eight  in  number  to  each  of  the  said  counties.  These 
scouts  are  to  be  the  best  of  hunters  or  woodsmen  ;  and,  as  an 
inducement  to  such  to  perform  the  service,  they  will  be  al- 
lowed the  high  pay  of  five-sixths  of  a  dollar  per  day,  the  price 
usually  given  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  for  said  service. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  these  arrangements  Avill  be  satisfactory  to 
your  Excellency,  and  ei'tectually  answer  the  purpose  fi^r  which 
they  are  designed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellenc3''s  ob't  Sorv't, 

II.  KNOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 
To  His  Excellency  TnoM.\s  Mifflix. 


LIEUT.    J.    JEFFERS    ON   THE    SITUATION    AT    FORT 
FRANKLIN. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Jeffers,  dated  Fort  Franklin  the 
26th  Dec'r,  1791,  By  express  to  the  Commanding  officer  at 
Pittsb'gh  or  Maj'r  J.  Irwin  of  the  Militia: 

Sir  : — I  have  this  moment  rec'd  authentic  accounts  from  the 
Cornplanter,  that  an  attack  on  this  Garrison  wMU  almost  imme- 
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diately  take  place,  for  the  Indians  from  below  declare  that 
they  are  determinod  to  reduce  this  place,  shake  the  Corn- 
planter  by  the  head  &  sweep  this  river  from  end  to  end. 

Your  are  most  earnestly  requested,  &  if  I  have  any  authori- 
ty possitively  ordered  to  send  me,  without  loss  of  time.  One 
Subaltern  &  thirty  men  as  a  reinforcement,  together  with  my 
men  who  have  been  left  sick  at  Pitt. 

Under  this  Convoy  send  me  provision  to  make  five  months' 
rations  for  seventy  men.  This  news  is  not  fictious  nor  this 
letter  to  be  trifled  with.  I  have  written  to  the  minister  of 
War,  but  his  orders  will  come  too  late. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  JEFFERS. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lt.  Jeffers  to  Mr.  Elie  Williams, 
Contractor,  of  same  date  above  : 

"I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  Cattle  and  salt  arrived 
safe  ;  the  danger  in  this  Country  is  so  great  that  I  sent  Sol- 
diers &  Indians  to  escort  them. 

"I  am  astonished  that  Mr.  Bond  arrived  safe  ;  I  have  every 
reason  to  expect  that  nine  times  out  of  ten  so  small  a  party 
will  be  cut  off.  No  time  to  be  lost  in  sending  five  months'  pro- 
vision as  one  escort  will  answer  for  the  whole." 


Extract  from  Colo.  Geo.  M'Cully,  dated  Fort  Franklin,  26th 
Dec'r,  1791,  To  John  Wilkins,  esq'r  : 

"By  express  this  moment  rec'd  from  the  Cornplanter,  he 
advises  that  the  Women  at  this  Garrison  be  immediately  sent 
to  Pittsburgh  for  safety." 

The  express  who  v/as  the  bearer  of  these  extracts  says  that  a 
Council;  of  the  Hostile  Indians  was  then  siting  at  Buffaloe 
Creek,  and  that  Cornplanter  w^s  summoned  to  it  ;  how  far  this 
information  may  be  depended  on,  can  only  be  judged  of  from 
our  late  disasters. 

N.  B.— These  extracts  arrived  here  the  2SLh  at  3  o'clock  P. 
M.  by  Express. 
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GOVERXOR  :JIFFLIX   to    president  WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  29//t  iJecember,  ]791. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  inlbrniation,  a 
a  copy  of  a  second  memorial  which  has  been  transmitted  to 
me  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  counties  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  my  communication  to  the  Legislature,  upon  this  subject, 
I  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  furnishing  the  militia  with 
au  immediate  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  ;  and  my  in- 
struction to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  several  exposed  counties 
will  be  to  co-operate,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  with  the  ofB- 
cers  of  the  Federal  Government,  conformably  to  the  plan  of 
defence  which  the  Secretary  at  War  has  described  to  me  by 
your  directions. 

I  am,  with  perfect  respect, 

Your  most  obed't  serv't, 

THOS.  MIFFLIN. 
To  Uis  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


MEMORIAL  FROM  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  COUN- 
TIES OF  WyESTMORELAND,  WASHINGTON,  FAY- 
ETTE AND  ALLEGHENY  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Pittsburgh,  2l.it  December,  1791. 
To  his  Excellency  Tho.mas  Mifflix,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania : 
Sir: — We  have  the  honor  to  address  you,  in  behalf  of  the 
counties  of  W^estmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette  and  Alleghanj' 
respecting  the  present  defenceless  state  of  their  frontiers 
now  exposed  to  the  cruel  ravages  of  a  powerful  and  savage 
foe.  The  late  defeat  of  the  army  under  General  St.  Clair,  has 
given  rise  to  the  most  serious  apprehensions  to  the  inhabitants 
of  those  counties,  who  being  entirely  unprotected,  as  well  as 
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destitute  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  defending  themselves, 
now  look  up  to  your  Excellency  as  the  Executive  arm  of  the 
Government  to  ward  off  those  dangers  which  threaten  them 
as  well  the  Commonwealth  in  General. 

Your  Excellency  is  well  aware  of  the  great  extent  of  our 
frontier ;  and  when  you  consider  the  high  degree  of  spirit 
which  the  savages,  animated  by  two  successive  victories,  en- 
tertain, you  may  more  easily  conceive,  than  we  can  describe, 
the  fears  which  pervade  the  breasts  of  those  men,  women  and 
children,  who  are  more  immediately  subject  to  their  barbari- 
ties and  depredations.  Had  ihe  people  a  sufficiency  of  arms 
in  their  hands  they  might,  in  some  measure,  defend  themselves 
until  the  General  Government,  to  whose  care  the  common  de- 
fence is  entrusted,  should  adoptefficient  steps  for  that  purpose. 
At  the  same  time,  we  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Excellency 
what  occurs  to  us  as  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mode. 
When  the  extent  of  country  to  be  protected  is  taken  into 
view,  we  conceive  that  eight  hundred  effective  men  will  not 
be  deemed  more  than  sufficient.  They  should  be  active  par- 
tisans, under  experienced  officers  and  provided  with  good 
rifles,  to  suit  the  grand  object  of  meeting  the  enemy  upon 
e  ^ual  terms,  of  scouting  and  giving  the  alarm  when  needful. 
Such  a  body  should  have  encouragement  proportioned  to  the 
price  of  common  labor  in  this  country,  which  averages  at  fifty 
shillings  per  m\)nth,  as  the  pay  allowed  to  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  would  cot  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to  able- 
bodied  men,  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications.  We  sug- 
gest these  general  ideas  from  our  knowledge  of  local  circum- 
stances, which  they,  who  are  at  a  distance,  unacquainted  with 
the  actual  situation  of  the  Western  country,  cannot  so  well 
perceive.  It  is  not  our  wish  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail, 
being  convinced  that  your  Excellency  is  not  only  fully  ac- 
quainted with,  but  feelingly  alive  to,  those  impressions  which 
a  state  such  as  ours  must  give  rise  to  ;  nor  can  we  apply  to 
any  person  more  proper  than  yourself  to  procure  that  assis- 
tance which  it  requires. 

In  the  meanwhile,  we  hope,  from  your  attention,  that  a 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  of  good  qualit}"-,  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  several  county  lieutenants  to  be  distributed 
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among  the  most  active  men  of  the  militia  of  these  counties 
attacked.      They   have  been   draughted  throughout  the  last 

"r/ed  n  ''°"  °'  ^^^^^--^-^^  --^"  -tifno..  This  L 
atter.dedwuh  great  inconvenience  and  is  particularly  haras- 
:ng  to  h.s  part  of  the  State  ;  and  the  officers,  as  well  L  men, 
tak  ng  their  tour  promiscuously,  are  not  as  well  adapted  to  an 
actue  and  hazardous  service,  as  a  select  corps  who  have  con- 
fidence in  one  another. 

o-ivl  "ordf  ^''"  ir  "  ''  '^""'  ""^  ''''''  ^'"'^  Excellency  will 
which  t7  '"'^^"'"^-^  ^^-  militia  of  the  other  counties, 
which,  at  least,  may  afford  a  temporary  relief 

Me  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellency's  humble  and  obedient  servants. 
CHARLES  CAMPBELL, 
JOIiy  YOUNG, 
On  behalf  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 
ALEXANDER  ADDISON, 
JAxAIES  MARSHAL, 
ABSALOM  BAIRD, 
G.  BLACKNEY, 
DAVID  REDICK, 

Washington. 
EDWARD  COOK, 
ZADOCK  SPRINGER, 
JAxMES  PAULE, 

Fayette. 
PRESLEY  NEVILLE, 
JAMES  O'HARA. 
EDWARD  BUTLER, 
JOHN  WILKINS, 
JOHN  McMASTERS, 
ISAAC  CRAIG, 

JOHN  McDowell, 

Allegheny. 
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SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THE  LIEUTENANTS  OF  TEE 
COUNTIES  OF  WESTxMORELAND,  ALLEGHANY  AND 
WASniNGTON. 


War  Detarlment, 

29lh  December,  1191. 

Sir: — The  President  of  the  United  States  having  duly  con- 
sidered the  present  apprehensions  of  the  counties  lying  upon 
the  Ohio,  and  the  just  causes  thereof,  arising  from  the  late 
disaster  to  the  troops  under  Major  General  St.  Clair,  is  desir- 
ous of  affording,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  all  the 
protection  which  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require,  and  the 
public  means  will  admit. 

A  considerable  detachment  of  recruits,  for  the  regular  troops, 
has  marched  for  fort  Pitt.  These  troops  will  be  posted  in  such 
a  manner  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  Ohio  as  will  best  conduce 
to  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants. 

But,  in  addition  to  this  arrangement,  yuu,  as  lieutenant  of 

the  county  of ,  will  be  permitted  to  call  into  service 

such  a  number  of  the  most  expert  hunters  or  woodsmen,  to 
serve  as  scouts  or  patrols,  in  order  to  alarm  the  inhabitants  on 
the  approach  of  any  danger,  not  exceeding,  however,  eight  in 

number,  for  the  county  of It  will  depend  upon  you 

to  make  a  proper  choice  of  these  scouts,  for  which  you  will  be 
both  responsible  %^ith  your  character  to  the  people  of  your 
county,  who  may  be  exposed  by  an  injudicious  choice,  and  to 
the  United  States,  who  will  pay  the  money.  And,  as  an  in- 
ducement for  suitable  characters  to  perform  the  service,  the 
United  States  will  pay  such  scouts  the  great  pay  of  five-sixths 
of  a  dollar  per  da}^,  in  lieu  of  all  charges  or  expenses  what- 
ever. The  service  of  said  men  must  be  proved  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit :  On  their  entrance  into  service 
they  must  be  mustered  in  your  presence  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  In 
the  muster  then  taken,  the  ages,  names,  and  residence  of  the 
said  scouts  must  be  taken,  and  whether  married  or  single.  At 
the  expiration  of  their  services  they  must  be  again  mustered, 
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aud  sworn  that  tlicy  have  faithfully  perforuied  service  for  the 
□  umber  of  days  mentioned,  and  in  the  district  specified. 

An  account  is  then  to  be  made  by  you  of  the  said  service, 
which  account  must  be  supported  by  the  muster  rolls  afore- 
mentioned, certified  by  you,  and  transmitted  to  this  office  for 
examination  and  payment,  accompanied  by  a  power  from  you 
to  receive  the  money. 

You  will  please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
and  transmit  me  an  account  ot  your  proceedings  thereon. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours,  &c., 

U.  ICNOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 

War  Departmext, 

\st  January,  1792. 

Sir: — The  Secretary  of  AVar  having,  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  taken  into  consid- 
eration the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  coun- 
ties of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Governor 
thereof,  dated  the  2 1st  ultimo,  together  with  the  letter  of  the 
Governor  thereon,  respectful!}^  reports  : 

That,  in  the  present  case  it  is  unfortunate,  and  it  may  be 
equall}"  or  more  so  in  others  which  may  arise,  that  the  United 
States  are  destitute  of  a  general  militia  law.  The  frontiers  re- 
quire protection,  and  ought  to  have  it  amply  imparted  to  them 
in  the  present  moment.  But  no  other  expedient  presents  it- 
self in  this  exigence,  but  requesting  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  that  have  exposed  counties,  to  call  out  such  numbers  of 
militia  as  ma}'  afford  the  necessary  aid.  If  the  militia,  so  to 
be  called  out,  should  be  for  a  short  period,  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  time  would  be  wasted  in  repairing  to  and  return- 
ing from  the  places  to  be  defended,  unless  all  should  be  taken 
from  the  frontier  parts,  which  would  be  unequal  and  oppres- 
sive. 
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It  would  SGcm,  therefore,  most  proper  then,  that  the  militia 
to  be  called  out  at  the  general  expense,  should  be  for  a  period 
of  six  months,  unless  discharged  sooner,  if  circumstances 
should  permit.  That  the  existence  of  these  circumstances 
would  depend  upon  the  despatch  that  regular  troops  should 
be  raised  and  marched  to  the  frontiers,  and  upon  other  con- 
siderations at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  relative  to  the  enemy. 
That  the  following  arrangement  seems  necessary  for  the  fron- 
tiers of  Pennsylvania  : 

1st.  That  in  addition  to  the  detachments  of  regular  troops 
now  on  their  march  to  fort  Pitt,  and  the  scouts  permitted  to 
the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Washington  and  Alleghany,  it 
might  be  proper  to  add,  if  the  Governor  sliould  judge  the 
measure  essential,  such  a  number  of  scouts  for  the  county  of 
Fayette,  as  he  may  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  the  proportion 
to  the  other  before  mentioned  counties,  their  relative  situa- 
tions being  dul}'  considered. 

2dly.  That  the  Governor  be  further  allowed,  if  he  judge  the 
measure  expedient  and  essentially  necessary',  to  organize  and 
call  into  service,  for  a  period  of  six  months,  a  certain  number 
of  militia,  at  the  expense  of  the  General  Government,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Governor  of  Virginia  has  called  into  ser- 
vice militia,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  said  State. 

That  these  militia  be  paid  and  subsisted  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
AVar  shall  direct,  in  order  to  prevent  irregularities. 

That  the  number  so  to  be  called  into  service  be  such  as  may 
be  equal,  on  an  average,  to  about  one  company  for  each  of  the 
frontier  counties,  so  as  to  correspond  as  nearly  as  may  be  to 
the  defensive  protection  of  Virginia.  The  increased  pay,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  allowed  unless  by  a  special  act  of  Congress  ;  and 
no  good  reasons  exist  for  urging  a  higher  pay  for  mere  militia 
than  for  the  regular  troops.  Indeed,  as  the  latter  have  cloth- 
ing allowed,  and  the  former  none,  it  would  appear  reasonable 
that  the  militia  employed  under  the  General  Government  should 
have  an  allowance  for  this  object.  But  in  order  thereto,  it 
would  be  necessary  that  Congress  should  first  make  a  law  for 
the  purpose.  Should  they  think  proper  so  to  do,  the  monthly 
cost  of  clothing  for  a  regular  soldier  might  be  added  to  the 
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pay  of  the  militia,  which  would  increase  it  to  nearly  five  dol- 
lars per  month,  which,  perhaps,  is  fully  sufficient  for  anj- 
species  of  militia,  excepting  the  scouts.  It  is  presumed  that 
Governor  St.  Clair  will  make  an  arrangement  for  the  protection 
of  the  French  settlements  at  Gallipolis.  The  settlement  at 
Marietta  will  be  protected  by  a  company  of  regular  troops. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

II.  KNOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


Philadelphia,  Zd  January,  1792. 

SiK  : — In  consequence  of  the  distressed  situation  of  the 
•western  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  with  a  view  to 
co-operate  in  the  design  of  the  Federal  Government,  which 
you  observe,  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  of  March,  1791,  was  to 
make  the  most  eflectual  provision  for  the  defensive  protection 
of  the  frontier,  by  calling<into  service,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  such  proportions  of  the  Militia  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  might  require,  I  issued  instructions  to  the  lieutenants 
of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Westmoreland,  Allegheny, 
Fayette  and  Huntingdon,  for  draughting  a  competent  force 
from  the  militia  under  their  respective  commands,  to  act  as 
rangers  against  the  hostile  Indians.  The  expense  incurred 
upon  this  occasion  has,  in  part,  been  defrayed  out  of  a  sum 
appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. But  I  think  it  proper  at  this  time  to  inquire,  how  far 
the  State  will  be  re-imbursed  from  the  treasury  of  the  Union, 
as  the  object  seems  clearly  to  be  comprehended  within  the  idea 
of  general  defence.  You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  sir,  to 
favor  me  with  an  explanation  on  this  ground,  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to'  render  an  accurate  statement  to  the  Legislature,  as 
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well  respecting  the  oast  as  future  expenditures,  in  the  same 
service. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  &c., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  Hexky  Knox,  Esq'r,  Secretar}'  of  War. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


Wak  Department,  od  January,  1792. 

Sir: — The  President  of  the  United  States  has  received  and 
considered  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  certain  western 
counties,  dated  Pittsburgh,  the  21st  ultimo,  vv^hich  you  trans- 
mitted to  him  on  the  31st  of  last  month. 

I  am  again  directed,  sir,  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  all  reasona- 
ble and  effectual  protection  be  afforded  the  exposed  parts  of 
the  frontiers,  which  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

That,  if  it  should  be  your  judgment  to  the  measure  already 
ordered,  and  of  which  I  informed  you  on  the  2Gth  ultimo,  that 
an  arrangement  of  the  following  description  should  be  added, 
he  will  consent  thereto  in  behalf  ol  the  United  States. 

That  scouts  be  permitted  to  Fayette  couut}^  in  such  propor- 
tion to  the  other  exposed  counties  as  you  shall  judge  proper. 
That  a  number  of  such  militia  of  the  State,  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  non-commissioned  aiid  privates,  and 
commanded  by  such  officers  as  you  shall  think  proper,  be 
called  into  service,  on  the  pay  and  rations  established  by  the 
United  States,  and  stationed  at  such  places  on  the  Alleghany 
and  Ohio,  and  other  parts  of  tlie  frontiers,  so  as  best  to  defend 
the  exposed  parts,  according  to  your  judgment  and  the  county 
lieutenants.  That  these  militia  be  organized  into  three  com- 
panies, and  a  captain,  lieutenant,  and  ensign,  and  four  ser- 
geants, four  corporals,  two  music,  and  sixty-six  privates. 

That  they  be  engaged  for  as  many  months  as  you  shall  judge 
proper,  not  exceeding  six  months,  to  be  discharged  sooner  if 
circumsta'.ices  shall  permit. 
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That  those  militia  be  under  the  orders  of  the  respective 
county  lieutenants,  being  designed  for  defensive  protection 
only.  That  such  persons  as  you  shall  direct  furnish  the  ra- 
tions, provided  the  same  do  not  exceed  eight  cents. 

That  the  proofs,  both  of  the  supplies  and  services,  to  be 
such  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  me,  in  order  to  prevent  either 
irregularity  or  abuse. 

That  for  both  the  services  and  supplies  paymeiit  will  be 
made  by  the  United  States  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  ac- 
counts, according  to  the  forms  which  may  be  directed 

I  request  your  Excellency's  opinion  on  this  additional  ar- 
rangement, which,  if  satisfactory,  may  be  carried  into  imme- 
diate  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

II.  KNOX, 
Secretary  of  War, 
ills  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pcni;sylvania. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


W  AR  Department, 

January  3J,  1792. 
Sir:— In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  this  date,  I 
have  the  honor  to  observe  that  I  conceive  the  General  Govern- 
ment are  responsible  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  militia 
called  out  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  vested  in  certain  county  lieutenants  of  this 
State  by  the  letter  to  them  of  the  10th  of  last  March,  provided 
that  the  rules  therein  prescribed,  as  well  for  the  proofs  of  the 
service  and  the  price  of  the  rations,  shall  have  been  observed, 
and  the  accounts  thereof  duly  settled  at  the  pay  office  of  the' 
Department  of  War.  And  as  appropriations  \herefor  have 
been  made  by  Congress,  no  further  delay  of  pavment  will  take 
place  than  may  be  required  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

II.  KNOX. 
_^  Secretary  of  Mar. 

nis  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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SECRETARY    DALLAS     TO     GEN.     TANNEIIILL    AND 

OTHERS. 


Secretary's  Office. 
Philadelphia,  6th  January,  1792. 
Gentlemen  : — The  Governor  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
Receipt  of  yours,  inclosing  Extracts  from  the  Communications 
made  to  you  by  the  commanding  Officers  at  Fort  Franklin  and 
to  assure  you  that  every  Exertion  is  now  making  to  afford 
speedy  and  effectual  Relief  to  the  Frontiers.  These  last  Docu- 
ments will  undoubtedly  stimulate  the  Legislature,  and  1  am  in 
great  Hopes  that  by  the  next  Post,  if  not  sooner  by  Express, 
the  necessary  Instructions  will  be  transmitted  for  carrying  into 
Effect  the  Plan  suggested  by  the  Uaited  States,  and  Informa- 
tion of  an  adequate  Supply  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  being  for- 
warded. The  Governor  is  pleased  with  the  Confidence  which 
his  Fellow  Citizens  repose  in  his  Desire  to  discharge  the  Duties 
of  his  station  upon  the  present  occasion,  and  instructs  me  to 
assure  you  that  in  this  Respect,  at  least,  you  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
To  AoAirsoN  Tannehill,  Jasies  O'Harra,  Jno.  McMasters, 
WiLU.4M    TuRNBULL    &    Jno.  Wilkixs,  Juu'r,  Esq'rs,  a    Com- 
mittee of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pittsburgh. 


JOHN  GIBSON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Verseales  Township,  Alleghany  County, 

January  Uth,  1792. 
Most  High,  Potent  and  Worthy  Sir  : — The  unhappy  situa- 
tion of  this,  our  western  Country,   by  reason  of  the  hostile 
alarms  daily  arriving  from  so  Cruell  an  Enemy,  Engages  your 
Excellency's  Most  Humble  Servant  to  address  you  thus  : — 

As  Military  Discipline  is  the  soul  of  all  armies,  Unless  It  be 
€stablished  amongst  them  with  Great  Prudence  and  Suported 
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-n'ith  Uushaken  Resolution,  they  are  more  burdensome  than 
useful,  wether  Militia  or  standing  Troops.  And  whereas,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  Discipline  is  Lost,  or  at  least  much  neglected 
in  this  western.  Department,  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  it  will 
be  as  much  wanted.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ex- 
cellenc}^  that  I  Profess  an  knowledge  of  Military  Discipline, 
and  am  Redy  to  Devote  Myself  to  the  service  of  Public, 
Either  as  a  Discipliner  to  train  the  Militia,  or  take  the  field 
otherwise  in  Defence  of  the  Country,  if  thought  worthy  of  an 
.appointment  thereto. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  that  Respect, 

Due  to  your  Exalted  Station, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 

&  Most  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  GIBSON. 
N.  B.  Altho'  I  am,  in  this  case,  My  one  Representative,  I 
Sincerly   Declear   it  with   no»  other   view   than  to  serve  the 
Public,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  that  honor  that  Is  Due  to  Every 
faithful  servant  in  Defence  of  a  Country. 

I  am,  Sir,  as  above,  3'ours,  &c., 

JNO.  GIBSON. 
To   His   Excellency  Thomas  Miffliv,   Esq'r.,  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania 


•COL.  CHARLES  CAMPBELL  TO    GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Janury  15th,  1792. 
Sir  : — I  Received  your  Letter  Bearing  Date  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, 1791.  As  I  have  Not  yet  time  to  Give  you  An  Exact 
Account  of  Amunition  and  Arms  I  have  At  Present  on  Hand, 
nor  yet  time  to  fill  the  Vacancies  of  Millitia  Officers,  But  Will 
Be  Ready  in  A  few  days.  When  the  News  Arived  Here  of 
the  Defeat  of  Our  Army,  Under  the  Command  of  General  St. 
Clair,  and  then  a  Letter  from  Lt.  Gephries,  at  fort  Franklin,  that 
the  Indians  Was  Determined  to  take  that  Place  and  sweep  the 
44— Vol.  IV. 
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Ohio  from  End  to  End.  It  Hath  took  Sutch  Impression  on 
those  Who  is  Immedeately  the  froonteer,  that  I  Believe  It  Will 
be  Allmost  Imposible  to  get  them  to  Make  a  stand,  Unless 
keeping  Men  Constantly  at  the  Froonteer  Posts,  and  then  the 
Inhabitants  Who  Lyeth  Immedeately  on  the  froonteer  is  in 
danger  of  the  Indians  Spying  and  going  Round  our  Garrisons 
and  Comcing  on  the  Weomen  and  children  and  Murdiring  them, 
So  that  I  have  Still  to  Keep  out  some  Men  to  Guard,  Whitch 
is  Very  Distressing  to  Our  County  to  Guard  It  self  and  Stand 
As  a  Barier  for  the  Interior  Parts  of  the  State,  when  we  Were 
Allways  Willing  to  give  Our  Assistance  when  Required.  In 
the  time  of  the  Late  War  With  England,  ourMillitia  Marched 
into  the  State  of  the  Jersey  to  Asist  Our  fellow  Cittisens, 
when  In  distress.  And  I  Would  be  Of  the  Opmiou,  We  have 
the  Same  Undoubted  Right,  from  those  of  Our  Own  State  At 
Least.  There  was  A  Law  Pased  dureing  The  Late  War  for 
Each  Company  of  Millitia  Company,  In  this  State,  to  Have 
two  Men  and  send  to  the  Assistance  Of  the  froonteers,  Whitch 
Had  A  good  Efiect.  I  Could  Wish  that  Mode  of  Raismg  Men 
Rather  than  draughting  the  Militia,  as  so  Mutch  of  thier  Time 
will  Be  Spent  Before  they  can  Arive  At  thier  Stattion.  I  Am 
Persuaded  that  Westmoreland  County  will  Not  be  Against  Find- 
ing thier  (.^uoto.  Although  So  mutch  Harressed  By  Draught 
ing  During  the  Last  Summer,  And  Untill  This  Time  the  Dis- 
tressed Sittuation  of  the  Inhabitants  Causes  me  to  Urge  for 
Assistance,  More  than  I  Could  Wish  for  to  do.  But  the  All- 
ways  Look  Up  to  you  As  thier  Guardean  for  to  Grant  them 
Prottection. 

I  am  With  Esteem, 

your  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

CIIAS.  CAMPBELL. 
His  Excellency  Tiios.  Mifflin. 
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COL.  JOHN  WILKINS  TO  GOA^ERNOK  MIFFLIN. 


Phila.,  2G/;i  Jan.,  1792. 
Sir: — I  will  contract  for  Buppl^'ing  all  rations  required  by 
the  State  for  the  troops  stationed  on  the  western  Frontiers  at 
eight  cents  per  Ration.  If  you  find  tliese  proposals  satisfac- 
tory, I  am  ready  to  enter  into  a  contract  &  give  securit}'  for 
the  performance.  I  know  what  I  offer  for  is  as  low  as  it  can 
be  done  for  in  that  country,  especially  when  you  take  into  view 
the  divided  situation  of  the  men.  Some  people  who  furnished 
last  year,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  had  ten  cents  a 
ration. 

Am,  Sir,  your  most  ob't  Ilum'l  Serv't, 

JNO.  WILKINS,  Jr. 
Ilis  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Governor  of  Penn'a. 


COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


PniLADEi.rniA,  Jan.  19//i,  1792. 
Sin  :— I  have  perused  the  proposals  of  John  Wilkins,  Jun'r, 
Esquire,  for  supplying  the  Rations  for  the  Troops  to  be  raised 
by  authority  of  the  State  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and 
am  of  Opinion  that  it  will  be  best  to  Accept  of  his  Offer  for 
furnishing  the  same  at  Eight  Cents  per  ration,  as  this  is  as  low 
or  lower  than  I  have  heard  it  estimated  at,  and  as  cheap  as  it 
can  be  done,  considering  the  dispersed  Stations  the  Troops 
will  be  emplo3'ed  at. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  mo.  obed.  Serv., 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 
Q.  M.   Gen.  Fenn.  Jliliiia. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflix. 
Indorsed : 

Approved,  19th  Jan'y,  1792. 

T.  MIFFLIN. 


692  FRONTIER  DEFENCE. 


CIRCULAR  LETTER  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  PEN^N- 
SYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia,  Jaauaiy  20,  1T92. 
To  the  Lieuitnantfi  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Washing- 
ton, Fayette  and  Alleghany  : 
Gexti.emen'  : — Lpon  the  repeated  applications  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  tlie  western  frontiers  of  Penns^'lvania,  the  Executive 
of  the  Federal  Government  was  induced  to  propose  to  me  a 
plan  of  defensive  operation  for  the  protection  of  the  counties 
which  are  exposed  to  immediate  danger  ;  and  the  Legislature 
having  given  their  sanction  to  the  proposal,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  enclosed  act,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  well  as  dis- 
position, to  carry  it  into  ellect  with  all  possible  energy  and 
despatch. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  general  militia  law  has  been  sus- 
pended in  some  respects,  in  order  to  answer  the  present  emer- 
gency, particularly  in  the  mode  of  raising  the  intended  force, 
which  is  by  engaging  active  and  experienced  riflemen  wher- 
■  ever  they  can  be  obtained,  and  not  by  draughting  in  classes 
from  the  militia  of  the  respective  counties  ;  in  the  mode  of  ap- 
. pointing  the  officers,  which  is  immediately  by  the  Executive, 
.and  not  upon  the  election  of  the  people  ;  in  the  period  of  ser- 
vice, which  is  for  six  months,  and  not  for  two  ;  and  in  the  rate 
of  pay,  which  is  liberally  estimated  by  the  price  of  labor,  and 
not  by  the  military  allowance  established  for  the  troops  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

I  am  desirious,  however,  that,  as  far  as  it  is  practicable,  the 
men  engaged  under  the  authority  of  this  law  should  still  be 
considered,  and  act  as  a  select  corps  of  militia,  and  therefore  I 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  convey  duplicates  of  my  instjructions 
to  the  commanding  officers  through  the  medium  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  the  several  counties  comprehended  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  western  frontiers.  As  the  first  step  towards  or- 
ganizing the  proposed  corps,  I  now  transmit  commissions  for 
the  officers,  which  you  will  be  pleased  immediately  to  deliver, 
witli  instructions  to  engage  seventy-six  men,  of  the  descrip- 
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tion,  and  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  act,  for  each  of  .the 
companies  to  which  they  are  respectively  appointed,  making, 
in  the  whole,  tw"o  hundred  and  twenty-eight  active  and  ex- 
perienced riflemen  of  the  militia,  and  to  deliver  regular  week- 
ly returns  to  the  major,  (whose  commission  is  likewise  trans- 
mitted,) until  the  number  of  engagements  shall  be  completed. 

The  men,  it  is  to  be  observed,  must  be  engaged  for  the  pe- 
riod of  six  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  commencing  on 
the  first  day  of  March  next ;  and  it  may  be  stipulated,  that 
each  man,  armed  with  his  own  rifle,  such  as  the  Captain  of  the 
company  may  approve,  shall  be  allowed  two  dollars  for  the  use 
of  it,  during  the  period  of  his  engagement,  and  a  reasonable 
equivalent  if  it  is  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  public  service. 
The  companies  being  filled,  are  to  be  stationed,  in  the  first 
instance,  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Major,  at  the  fol- 
lowing places  : 

1st  Company. — The  first  company  shall  be  stationed  at  tlie 
south-west  corner  of  Washington,  between  the  heads  of  Wheel- 
ing and  Duncard  creeks,  ranging  thence  to  the  Ohio. 

2d  Company. — The  second  company  shall  be  stationed  at 
the  mouth  of  Great  Beaver,  and  ranging  thence  to  fort  Craw- 
ford, by  the  heads  of  Pine  Creek. 

od  Company. — The  third  company  shall  be  stationed  at  the 
Kittaning,  ranging  thence  up  and  down  the  river.  Under  the 
inspection  and  management  of  Colonel  Clement  Biddle,  who 
acts  on  this  occasion  as  quartermaster  general  for  the  State. 
A  competent  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  will  be  immedi- 
ately forwarded  to  Pittsburgh,  at  which  place  a  proportionate 
distribution  will  be  made  and  sent  to  the  respective  frontier 
counties'.  It  is  expected  that  great  care  will  be  taken  to  en- 
sure the  return  of  the  arms  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
service,  and  to  prevent  the  loss  or  waste  of  ammunition. 

I  have  also  entered  into  a  contract  with  John  Wilkins,  Jun., 
for  supplying  the  corps  with  rations,  at  the  rate  of  eight  cents 
per  ration,  and  I  am  pursuaded  we  will  do  honor  to  the  confi- 
dence which  is  reposed  in  him. 

You  will  be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  maintain  a  punctual  cor- 
respondence with  the  commanding  ofBcer  of  the  proposed 
corps,  and  to  render  him  every  aid  in  your  power,  consistent 
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with  a  plan  of  defensive  operation,  which  j'ou  will  remember 
is  the  Bole  purpose  of  these  arrangements  ;  though,  if  any  un- 
forseen  emergency  should  occur,  they  are  not  to  preclude  the 
general  exertion  of  the  militia  for  repelling  actual  hostilities 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  18th 
March,  1791. 

The  proofs  that  will  be  sufficient  to  establish  the  claim  for 
supplies  and  services,  and  the  forms  that  will  be  required  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  at  theoftice  of  the  Secretary  of 
AVar,  will  be  stated  to  you  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  relying  upon  your  zeal,  discretion  and  pa- 
triotism, I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  more  than  an  earnest 
wish  that  you  would,  by  every  means,  facilitate  the  engage- 
ments of  the  men  for  the  present  service,  and  render  the  in- 
terference of  the  Government  honorable  and  effectual. 
I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed't  serv't, 

TIIOS.  MIFFLIN 


List  of  Officers  appointed  to  command  the  three  defensive 
companies  of  active  and  experienced  riflemen  of  the  Militia, 
agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  im- 
mediate defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Commonwealth." 

Major — George  MuCully. 
First  Company. 

Captain — James  Paul,  Fayette. 

Lieutenant — Henry  Enochs,  Washington. 

Ensign — Jeremiah  Long,  '       do. 

Second  Company. 

Captain — Samuel  Smith,  do. 

Lieutenant — Daniel  Hamilton,         do. 

Ensign — William  Jones,  Alleghany. 
Third  Company 

Captain — John  Guthrie,  Westmoreland. 

Lieutenant — William  Cooper,  do. 

Ensign — Samuel  Murphy,  do. 

Quartermaster  General — Clement  Biddle. 

Contractor  of  rations — John  Wilkins,  Juu. 
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GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  THE   SECRETARY  OF    WAR. 


Philadelphia,  2od  January,  1192. 

Sir  : — The  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  having 
passed  an  act  for  the  immediate  defence  of  our  western  fron- 
tiers, I  have  enclosed,  for  tlie  information  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  copy  of  that  law,  together  with  a  cop.y  of 
the  instructions  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  lieutenants  of 
certain  counties  on  the  subject.  As  it  is  my  intention,  on 
this  occasion,  to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  the  proposi- 
tions that  are  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  and 
the  explanation  which  you  afterwards  gave  of  their  meaning 
and  extent,  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  a  statement 
of  the  proofs  which  will  be  sufficient  to  establish  the  claim  for 
supplies  and  services  and  the  forms  that  will  be  required  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  at  your  office. 

I  shall,  from  time  to  time,  communicate  to  the  executive  of 
the  Federal  Government  any  important  information  that  I  may 
receive  from  the  frontiers  ;  and  it  will  afford  me  sincere  pleas- 
ure, if,  upon  a  plan,  strictly  defensive,  the  corps  of  militia 
engaged  under  the  authority  of  the  State  shall  be  found  a 
useful  auxiliary  to  the  force  employed  under  the  authority  of 
the  Union  for  the  General  purpose  of  the  war. 

I  am,  sir.  Your  most  obt.  serv't, 

TITOS.  MIFFLIN. 


ACTION  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY 


AN  ACT  to  lorovide  for  tlie  immediate  defence  lor  the  frontiers  of 
this  Commonwealth. 

Wherea.^^,  It  appears  ixecessarj^  at  this  time,  to  make  some 
efiectual  provision  in  aid  of  the  measures  of  the  Federal 
Government,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, which  are  exposed  to  imminent  danger  from  the 
Indians  now  at  war  with  the  United  States  ; 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commomcealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly  met,  and.  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
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the  same,  That  the  Governor  shall  engage,  for  the  term  of  six 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  a  number  of  active  and  ex-^ 
perienced  riflemen  of  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth,  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  non-commissioned 
ofhcers  and  privates,  and  station  the  same  at  such  places  and 
in  such  proportions  as  shall,  in  his  judgment,  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  protect  and  defend  the  western  frontiers  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  he  shall  organize  the  men,  so  to  be  engaged, 
into  three  companies  over  which  he  may,  if  need  be,  appoint 
and  commission  one  major  ;  and  each  company  shall  consist 
of  one  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  one  ensign,  to  be  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  four  sergeants,  four  cor- 
porals, two  musicians  and  sixty-six  privates  to  be  engaged  as 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  pay  of  the  commissioned  officers,  respectively,  shall 
be  the  same  as  the  pay  allowed  to  the  commissioned  officers 
of  corresponding  rank  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
there  shall  be  allowed  to  such  of  the  militia  as  shall  be  engaged 
as  aforesaid,  a  bounty,  which,  being  added  to  the  amount  of 
the  pay  allowed,  or  to  be  allowed  by  the  United  States  to  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  in  their  service,  as  shall 
render  the  pay  of  the  said  militia  equal  to  the  sum  of  sixty 
shillings  per  month  to  each  sergeant,  fifty-five  shillings  per 
month  to  each-  corporal  and  fifty  shillings  per  month  to  each 
private  and  musician. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  be  appro- 
priated for  carrying  into  effect  the  foregoing  objects  of  this 
law,  of  providing  the  necessary  arms  and  ammunition  and  of  de- 
fraying the  other  necessary'  incidental  expenses  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  aforesaid  ;  which  sum  shall  be  paid  by  the  State 
treasurer,  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Governor,  out  of  the  funds 
appropriated  by  law  to  pay  the  expenses  of  Government ;  and 
on  account  of  the  disbursements  thereof,  or  of  any  part  thereof 
shall  be  laid  by  the  Governor  before  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  next  ensuing  session. 
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\VM.  RIPFEY  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  RIDDLE. 


SnipPENSBDRG,  JaiCy  2ith,  1792. 
Sir> : — I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  13th  inst.,  and 
atended  to  the  Contents.  I  spoake  with  Reed,  the  waggoner, 
as  he  past  through  this  place  ;  he  told  me  he  thought  he  Could 
Go  on,  But  Should  he  not  be  Able  when  he  Got  to  the  moun- 
tain, when  he  returned  he  would  Inform  me — and  in  that  Case 
I  will  atend  to  your  Instructions. 

I  have  the  honour,  Sir, 

To  be,  with  Dae  reguard, 

your  Ob't  humble  serv't, 

WxM.  RIPFEY. 
Indorsed  : 

Clement  Bidle,  Esqr.,  Q.  M.  General  Militia — Transporta- 
tion of  Stores. 


INHABITANTS  OF  PITTSBURGH  TO  GOVERNOR 
MIFFLIN. 


Fort  Pitt,  Jan'y  2Uh,  1792. 

Sir  : — In  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  —  Inst.,  addressed  to  the 
Committee  of  this  place,  it  is  with  singular  Pleasure,  we  ob- 
serve, that  a  Bill  has  passed  the  house  of  Representatives,  for 
raising  three  companies  of  riflemen  for  six  months,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Western  Frontiers,  to  be  commanded  by  a  Major. 

We  have  therefore  taken  the  Liberty  of  recommending  to 
Your  Excellency  James  Morrison,  Esq'r,  as  a  Gentleman  quali- 
fied in  every  respect  to  fill  that  Office.  He  served  in  the  late 
American  Army  as  an  Officer,  with  the  greatest  credit,  Under 
Generals  Irwin,  Morgan  and  Brodhead  ;  he  is  particularily 
well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  Western  frontiers. 
Being  constantly  Employed  as  a  partisan,  by  Generals  Brod- 
head and  Gibson,  whilst  the  commanded  at  this  Place.  His  in- 
fluence with  the  people  here  is  very  great,  and  promises  every 
success  in  Raisina:  the  men. 
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Permit  us  to  refer  Your  Excellency  to  the  above   mentioned 
Gentlemen  for  further  information  respecting  him. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Serv'ts, 

JNO.  GIBSON, 
A.  TANNEHILL, 
GEO.  WALLACE, 
JAMES  O'lIARA, 
JOHN  SCULL. 
Govern  our  Mifflin. 


COL.  JOHN  WILKINS  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN 


Phila.,  21ih  Jan'y,  1792 
Sir: — I  have  entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr.  Clem.  Biddle 
for  supplying  with  provisions  the  State  troops  wliich  are  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers,  &  have  given  a 
Bond  with  security  for  the  performance.  It  is  customary  to 
make  an  advance  of  money  to  the  Contractors,  to  enable  them 
to  conduct  the  business  more  easi]3\  I  have,  therefore,  to  beg 
you  would  advance  me,  on  account  of  the  Contract,  fifteen 
hundred  Dollars. 

Your  most  obt.  Hum.  Scr., 

JNO,  WILKINS,  Jr. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflix,  Governor  of  Penna. 


GEN.    KNOX,   SECRETARY    OF    WAR,  TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Departjien't,  Ftb'y  Wi,  1792. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency,  here- 
with, a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  frontier 
counties  of  Pennsj'lvania,  dated  the  29th  December  last. 
I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedt.  humble  servt., 

H.  KNOX. 
His  Excellency'  Governor  Mifflin. 
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ESTIMATE   FOR  RAISING  AND  EQUIPPING  THE 
TROOPS. 


Philad'a,  Fch'ij  ^iih,  1792. 

Estimate  of  the  Money  required  for  the  immediate  purpose 

of  raising  and  equipping  the  Troops  under  the  command  of 

Major  George  McCulla}-,  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  of 
Pennsylvania. 

One  Month's  Pay,  Per  Estimate £072  15  0 

228  Rifles,  Powder  Horns,  Shot  Bags,  Gun  covers 

and  Knapsacks,  @100/ 1,140     0  0 

228  Tomahawks  and  Knives,  («  5/ 57     0  0 

36  Axes,  12  Spades  and  Shovels 20     0  0 

20  Cwt.  Gunpowder 175     0  0 

60  Cwt.  Bar  Lead 160     0  0 

Flints,  &c 25  15  0 

50  Camp  Kettles 20     0  0 

Carriage  to  Pittsburgh 250     0  0 

Stationary,  Express,  &  other  Contingeuces 180     0  0 

£2,700     0  0 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

Q'r  3rr  Gen' I  Penna. 

Mr.  Dallas  : 

Let  a  warrant  be  drawn  for  the  amount  of  the   above  Esti- 
mate. 

T.  MIFFLIN. 

Feb.  8,  1792. 


RECOMMENDATION  OF  JOHN  ROBINSON. 


Wasiilngton  County,  February  9th,  1792. 
SiK  : — Haveing  Understood  that  a  number  of  Commissions 
vacant  in  the  course  destined  for  these  curity  of  the  frunteers 
of  this  State,  by  the  Resignation  of  some   of  those  officers 
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■whoruo  your  Excellency  were  pleased  first  to  appoint,  We 
beg  leave  to  Recommend  to  your  Excellency  John  Robison,  of 
Pidgeon  Creek,.  in^Washington  County,  as  a  person  well  quali- 
fied to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  Lieutenant,  in  stead  of  Danial 
Hamilton.  From  his  knowen  activity.  Courage  and  Capacity 
he  will,  we  Believe,  Render  Special  Service  to  his  Country, 
and  do  honour  to  his  appointment  and  to  himself  also. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your 

Excellency's  Most  obediant  humble  Ser'ts, 
JAMES  McFARLANE, 
P.  PARKISON, 
JNO.  HAMILTON, 
COLO.  TERRENCE  CAMPBELL, 
AVM.  PARKER,  Esq., 
CAPT.  JAS.  PARKER, 
COLO.  W.  WALLACE. 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


DAVID  REDICK  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Washixgtok,  lolh  Feb'y,  1792. 
Sir  : — What  appears  to  me  of  considerable  consequence,  in- 
duces me  to  trouble  your  Excellency  at  a  time  when,  I  pre- 
sume, you  are  sufficently  engaged.  I  have  read  your  letter  of 
information  &  instructions  to  the  County  Lieutenants,  on  the 
subject  of  protection.  I  find  that  a  considerable  gap  is  left 
open  to  the  enemy  on  the  North  westerly  part  of  the  County, 
and  that  at  a  place  where,  in  former  wars,  ye  enemy  perpetually 
made  their  approach  on  that  quarter — the  Settlements  on 
Rackoon,  especially  about  Dilloe's  fort,  constantly  experienced 
in  former  times  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  Savages.  Capt. 
Smith's  Company  will  cover  Allegheny  County,  but  will  be  of 
but  little  Service  to  this,  unless  we  consider  the  enemy  as 
coming  across  the  part  of  Allegheny  County  which  lies  on  this 
Side  the  Ohio  river,  and  that,  too,  in  a  direction  by  which  we 
have  seldom  known  them  to  come.     In  order  that  your  Excel- 
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lency  may  the  better  understand  me,  I  have,  with  my  pen, 
made  a  sketch  of  the  River  &  Country  on  that  side  of  the 
County.  I  havefexteuded  the  river  as  ftir  beyond  the  State 
line  as  to  Yellow  Creek,  so  that  you  may  discover  how  narrow 
Ohio  Countj'  in  Virginia  is,  and  how  easy  it  will  be  for  the 
enemy,  by  their  usual  rout,  to  come  upon  us — more  especiall}- 
as  I  learn  the  Virginian  will  not  guard  the  river  higher  up  than 
to  Yellow  Creek.  I  persuade  myself  that  the  Sketch  will  be 
sufSciently  accurate  lor  elucidation  at  best.  I  am  told  that 
many  of  our  RifQe  men  decline  entering  into  the  Six  month 
Service  on  this  ground.  Say  thej',  "why  will  we  go  into  a  Ser- 
vice which  appears  to  be  calculated  for  the  protection  of  Alle- 
gheny county,  whilst  our  own  friends  and  families  will  continue 
exposed?"  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  State  would  advance 
a  month's  pay  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  recruiting  Ser- 
vice. Money  has  magic  power.  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Dan'l 
Hambleton  declines  accepting  his  Commission  as  a  Lieuten- 
nant,  and  that  Mr.  Rob't  Stevenson  will  be  recommended  to 
your  Excellency  to  fill  the  vacancy.  I  have  no  doubt  of  his 
being  a  proper  person. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

3^our  Excellency's  most  ob't  serv't, 

DAVID  REDICK. 

vide  Sketch  on  the  other  Side. 


THE  COMMITTEE    OF  IIOLLIDAY'S  COVE  TO  COL 
BAIRD. 


VVAsmxGTON',  Feb'y  1th,  1792. 

Sir  : — Together  with  this  will  be  presented  to  you  a  Copy  of 
Kesolutions  entered  into  at  a  Very  Respectable  Meeting  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  Frontier. 

Although  we  make  not  the  least  doubt.  Sir,  that  You,  as  a 
man  and  fellow  Citizen,  are  alive  to  all  the  feelings  of  Hu- 
manity for  our  Dangerous  situation,  and  that,  in  your  publick 
Capacity,  You  will  use  the  authority  in  your  hands  to  the 
best  advantage.  Yet  fearful  of  being  overlook'd,  and  Sensible 
that  our  immediate  Support  must  Come  from  Your  County, 
The  Meeting  thought  it  advisable  to  address  You  on  this  Oc- 
casion.    We  then,   a  Committee  of  said  Meeting  appointed 
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for  that  purpose,   Beg;  leave,  according  to  the  Resolution  of 
the  Meeting,  to  lay  before  you  a  Short  Statement  of  our  Situa- 
tion, both  with  Regard  to  the  Country  we  live  in  and  the  pecu- 
liar Circumstances  we  live  under.     This  part  of  the  County  of 
Ohio  which  we  Inhabit  is  Stretched  along  the  Ohio  River,  be- 
tween that  River  and  the  Western  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  at  least  thirty    miles  from   Herman's  Creek  upwards   to 
Beaver,   a  Narrow   Country,   in  many  places  not  three  miles 
wide,  and  not  exceeding  five  where  Broadest.      To   Defend 
this  great  extention  of  frontier,  only  a  few  Scattered  Settlers 
jDresent  themselves,  and  numbers  of  them  Without  arms.     In 
an  open  fron^^^ier  Country,  such  as  we  have  Described,  with  an 
Enemy  to  deal  with  who  carry  on  war  against  Women  and 
Children,  and  Committ  their  Murders  at  our  doors  and  in  our 
houses,  a  Man's  own  Safety  and  that  of  his  family  is  his  first 
object.    For  this  Reason  we  are  not  in  a  Condition  to  help  Our- 
selves, as  no  person  will  turn  out  for  the  Common  defence 
when  what  ever  is  dear  to  him  is  left  in  so  much  hazard. 
Another  Circumstance  of  our  local  situation,  which  has  hitherto 
been  very  unfavorable  to  us,  is  our  being  frontier  to  two  States. 
This,  one  would  think,  would  be  productive  of  contrary  effects, 
J  but  the  fact  is  otherwise,  for  the  Reasons  Mentioned  in  our 
Resolutions.     Last  Year  the  Neglect  we  Sul'lercd  was  Shame- 
full.     In  the  most  Dangerous  and  alarming  times  not  a  man  was 
Left  to  defend  the  River  from  Raccoon  to  Buffaloe,   a  Space, 
we  Suppose,  of  about  forty  Miles,  and,  to  add  to  our  Distress, 
at  this  very  time  our  men  were  drafted  off  to  a  Distant  part  of 
the  Countr3\     To  whose  Misconduct  this  is  to  be  ascribed  We 
will  not  pretend  to  say,  but  we  have  thought  it  our  duty,  by 
an  early  application  to  you.  Sir,  on  whose  help  we  chiefly  de- 
pend, to  prevent  for  the  future  such  ungenerous  treatment. 
We  therefore.  Sir,  in  the  name  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Meet- 
ing, pray  you  to  take  our  situation,  which  we  have  now  laid 
before  you,  into  Your  Consideration,  and  send  us  such  assis- 
tance As  You  may  think  our  Circumstances  Requires. 
JAMES  CAMPBELL, 
RICll'D  BROWN,       . 
DAV'D  BRUCE, 
WILL'M  LEDLIE. 
Colo.  A,  Bairp,  L't  W.  County, 
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PROCEEDING   OF  THE  MEETING  AT  HOLLIDAY'S 

COVE. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  living  on  the  Ohio 
River  in  and  near  Iloliday's  Cove,  held  upon  Saturday,  the 
fourth  day  of  February,  1702,  the  following  Resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted,  CoUo.  Rich'd  Brown,  chairman. 

AV'c,  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  living  on  the  Ohio  River, 
in  and  near  Holiday's  Cove,  justly  alarmed  at  our  Situation  in 
Consequence  of  the  late  defeat  of  the  American  Army  under 
the  Command  of  Major  Geu'l  St,  Clair,  and  contemplating  the 
dreadful  Prospect  before  us,  if  no  speedy  and  Eifectual  Relief 
is  aflbrded  us — Ourselves,  our  Families  and  Property  exposed 
to  the  Cruelties  and  Ravages  of  a  subtle  and  a  barbarous 
Enemy — Relying,  however,  on  the  Energy  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  fully  satisfj-'d  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  for 
our  Safety  which  a  wise  and  an  active  Administration  can 
effect ;  Yet  to  show  that  We  are  not  unworthy  of  Protection, 
but  are  willing  and  ready  by  our  owu  Exertions  to  promote 
and  facilitate  the  Execution  of  any  Plan  which  the  Wisdom  of 
Government  may  see  best  for  our  Defence,  Have  entered  into 
the  following  Resolutions,  Viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  River  Ohio  is  the  safest  and  easiest  main- 
tained Frontier  Line  on  this  Side  the  Mountains,  and  We  bind 
ourselves  by  the  most  sacred  Ties  of  Honor  and  Good  Faith 
to  Keep  up,  support  and  defend  the  same  to  the  last  Extremity. 

Resolved,  That  the  better  to  put  in  execution  the  foregoing 
Resolution,  and  the  better  to  secure  our  own  safety  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  our  Women  and  Children,  Places  of  strength 
be  erected  within  our  Bounds  in  such  convenient  Places  as 
may  be  hereafter  fixed  upon. 

Resolved,  That  draughting  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  to  serve 
upon  Militia  duty  in  any  other  part  of  the  Country  but  where 
they  reside  is  equally  unjust,  oppressive  "and  impolitick  ;  and 
resolved  that  an  address  on  this  subject  be  drawn  up  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Lieut,  of  this  County,  and  thatDav'd  Bruce  and 
Wm.  Sutherland,  Esqs.,  be  a  Coinnjittee  to  draw  up  &  present 
the  same,  together  with  a  Copy  of  these  Resolutions. 
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Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  this  Meeting  shall  bind 
himself,  and  We  do  hereby  bind  ourselves,  in  the  most  sacred 
Bonds  of  Honour  and  good  Faith,  Each  of  us  to  Keep  in  good 
order  at  least  one  Gun,  and  have  always  in  readiness  a  suiE- 
cient  quantity  of  araunitiou  to  be  prepared  at  a  Minute's 
warning  to  repuls  any  Attack  which  may  be  made  on  this 
part  of  the  Frontier  where  we  inhabit. 

Eesolved,  That  an  Address  be  drawn  up  and  presented  to 
the  Lieut,  of  Washington  County,  stating  to  him  the  Peculiarity 
of  our  local  situation,  being  a  Frontier  to  both  States,  repre- 
senting the  Neglect  we  have  hitherto  experienced  from  this 
Circumstance,  Tiie  one  State  tending  our  defence  to  the  other 
till  we  have  been  totally  forgot  by  both,  and  praying  him  if 
drafts  from  the  Militia  of  his  County  are  ordered  down  to 
cover  the  River,  not  to  forget  this  part  of  the  Frontier,  and 
ordered  that  James  Campbell,  Ritchard  Brown,  Dav'd  Bruce  and 
Wm.  Ledley  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  &  present  s'd  Ad- 
dress, together  with  a  Copy  of  these  Resolutions. 

Eesolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  be  published  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Gazette. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Meeting, 

RICHARD  BROWN,  Chairman. 


MATTHEW  RITCHIE  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


Washington,  February  10,  1792. 
Sir  : — A  Long  acquaintance  of  that  part  of  Ohio  County, 
mentioned  in  the  within  adress,  induces  me  to  assure  you  it  is 
Juste,  and  am  confident  that  A  Company  will  be  wanted  to 
range  from  the  Mingo  town  to  meet  those  from  Beaver.  If 
this  is  obtained,  they  will  attempt  to  continue  on  their  farms, 
if  not,  they  will  abandon  them,  and  leave  thirty  miles  of  Wash- 
ington County  exposed. 
1  am,   Sir, 

your  most  humble  Servant, 

MATT' \V  RITCHIE. 
Colo.  A.  Baikd,  L.  Waehington  Count3\ 
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MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


Pittsburgh,  March  2nd,  1792. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  wag- 
gon with  20  Quarter  Casks  of  powder  and  13  Lead,  with  two 
Boxes  of  Rities,  containing-  onlj'  twenty-nine,  have  arrived. 
'There  must  be  a  mistake  in  the  Quantity  of  Rifles,  as  your  Bill 
mentions  forty-nine.  How  this  could  happen,  I  know  not  ; 
please  inform  me  the  first  opportunity,  and  hurry  on  the  arms, 
•&c.,  as  speedilj'  as  possible.  I  am  in  hopes  to  have  the  men 
ready  before  the  arms  arrive — I  can  purchise  a  number  of  Ri- 
fles here,  but  the  price  will  be  high.  I  could  count  on  30,  but 
cannot  purchise  them  under  £6  00  and  £6  10  0.  Please  to  in- 
struct me  wheather  to  purchise  or  not  at  that  price. 

In  addition  to  the  list  of  articles  I  gave  you  in  Phila'a,  I 
pray  you  to  send  me  on  four  pocket  Compass's,  as  that  is  an 
article  I  cannot  procure  at  this  place.  I  will  take  the  Earliest 
opportunity  of  making  returns  of  the  Rifles  that  may  be  brought 
into  Service  by  the  Soldiers,  and  shall  have  them  duly  ap- 
praised. Please  send  on  Copies  of  Muster  Rolls,  Monthly  re- 
turns, and  every  other  specious  of  return  that  ma}^  be  neces- 
sary— a  few  Blank  Books. 

^Ve  are  recruiting  very  fast ;  I  pray  you  hurry  on  the  arms. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  sincere  friend 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  McCULLY, 
J/o/or  6  Month  Militia. 

CoL.  Cleiiext  Biddle,  Q.  M.  Gen'l  Penns'a. 


MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  2d  March,  1792. 
Sir  : — 1  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excellency  that  I 
arrived  at  this  place  on  the  ninth  day  after  my  departure  from 
Philadelphia,  At  Greensburgh,  on  my  way,  I  wrote  to  Cap- 
tains Paul  and  Guthrie,  desireing  them  to  meet  me  at  Pitts- 
burgh as  Soon  as  possible  to  receive  Inlistmeuts,  monc}',  and 
45— YoL.  IV. 


706  FRONTIER  DEFENCE. 

my  Instructions  for  the  recruiting  Service.  I  also,  on  my  ar- 
rival at  this  place,  wrote  to  Captain  Smith,  of  Washington,  to 
the  same  Purport.  I  remained  here  Several  days  with  much 
anxiety,  none  of  tliese  Gentlemen  attending.  I  at  length  deter- 
mined to  proceed  to  Washington  to  see  Captain  Smith,  who 
I  found  to  be  very  much  ingaged  in  the  recruiting  business, 
aided  by  JMr.  Beird,  the  County  Lieutenant,  who  had  given 
every  assistance  in  his  power.  At  Washington  I  learned  that 
i\Ir.  Enocks  and  Hamilton,  Lieutenants  in  tlie  first  and  second 
Companies,  had  refused  to  accept  their  Commissions,  and  in 
Consequence  of  their  refusal  Mr.  Beird  had  nominated  John 
Gray,  of  Washington  County,  to  serve  in  the  first  Company  in 
place  of  Mr.  Enocks,  and  Robert  Stevison  in  the  second  Com- 
pany in  place  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  were  recruiting  with  Suc- 
cess. These  Gentlemen  I  am  not  personally  aquainted  with, 
but  have  no  dout  but  the  may  answer  the  purpose.  I  then  re- 
turned to  Pittsburgh  where  I  met  Captains  Paul  and  Guthrie, 
who  had  been  bussily  ingaged  in  the  recruiting  service,  and 
from  their  accounts,  two-thirds  of  the  men  are  iulisted,  and  I 
flatter  myself  we  shall  have  the  whole  in  good  time.  The 
Snow  is  yet  deep  in  this  Countr3\  The  people  in  General  feel 
themselves  in  a  State  of  Security,  and  feci  very  thankfull  for 
your  Excellency's  attention  and  Care  of  their  lives  and  pro- 
perty. 

Permit  me  to  Observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  when  I  was 
in  Washington  County,  from  actual  Survey  shewen  me  by  Mr. 
Redick,  I  find  a  frontier  of  Forty  Miles  on  the  South  west  of 
that  County,  exclusive  of  Ninety  miles  from  Yallow  Creek  to 
Kittanion  on  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny.  Should  it  please  your 
Excellency  to  Order  One  Company  of  Melitia  to  be  drafted  for 
the  defence  of  the  south  west  part  of  Washington  County,  I 
would  then  dispose  of  my  three  Companies  on  the  river  and 
would  hope  to  give  a  good  account. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obedient  Hum'l  Serv't, 
GEO.  McCULLY, 

Jllajor  6  Month  Militia. 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Mifflik,  Governor  Commonwelth 
Pennsyl'a. 
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MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


Pittsburgh,  3Iarch  llth,  1792. 

Dear  Sir: — I  with  pleasure  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favor,  28  February  ;  am  happy  to  be  informed  that  those  Arti- 
cles you  mention  are  on  the  way — am  fully  sensible  you  will 
do  everything  in  your  power  to  forward  the  Rifles.  I  men- 
tioned in  my  last,  that  I  could  buy  30  Rifles  at  this  place,  but 
was  afraid  to  give  the  price  without  your  Instructions  ;  they 
are  good  New  Rifles,  and  will  be  worth  the  money  here  at  the 
end  of  the  service. 

The  Idea  of  Muskets  to  the  men  we  have  engaged,  is  a  dis- 
tressing thing— yet  shall  be  obliged  to  use  some  of  them  for 
a  while,  until  we  get  a  Sufficient  number  of  Riffles.  I  thought 
by  this  time,  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  make  you  a  regu- 
lar return  of  the  Rifles  brought  into  Service  by  the  recruits — 
but  the  high  waters,  I  presume,  has  prevented  my  geting  re- 
turns from  the  recruiting  officers,  although  I  had  sent  Express's 
as  early  as  the  3rd  Instant,  for  that  purpose. 

The  bullet  bags  are  all  ready,  and  some  of  the  Gun  Covers, 
will  have  the  whole  in  good  time.  The  Rifles  that  have  ar- 
rived, 29,  I  have  put  into  the  hands  of  the  recruits,  and  sent 
them  out  to  assist  the  Scouts  in  ranging  in  front  of  the  Most 
Exposed  froijtiers,  and  as  soon  as  those  articles  you  mention 
arrive,  I  shall  send  detachments  to  the  fixed  posts. 
I  am,  D'r  Sir,  with  high  regard, 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  McCULLY, 
Major  6  M.  Ililitia. 

Col.  Clement  Biddle,  Quarter  Master  Gen'l  Pennsylvania, 
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"THE  COMMITTEE  OF  llOLLIDAY'S  COVE  TO  COL. 
BAIRD. 


March  20th,  1792. 
"SiE  : — The  time  is  now  come  when  our  Situation  is  growing 
every  day  more  Critical ;  the  Indians  have  already  begun  their 
depridations  in  our  Neighbourhood,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
most  experienced  Men  among  us,  that  they  are  at  this  moment 
lying  in  Bodies  at  no  great  Distance  waiting  for  the  Removal 
of  the  SnoAv,  which  at  present  is  deep  in  thier  Country,  to  make 
an  Invasion  upon  us.     For  this  Reason,  We  the  Committee  of 
the   Inhabitants   in    and  near    Ilolliday's    Cove,  have   again 
thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  on  this  subject.    We  form- 
erly Represented  to  you,  Sir,  the  Manner  in  which  we  have 
rDeen  Hitherto  neglected,  and  from  every  appearance  at  pres- 
'  eht  (iiuless  relief  comes  from  your  County)  we  will  this  year 
>be  no  l)etter  protecketed  than  we  have  been  in  years  past. 
'The  "Rangers  of  your  State  come  down  no  Lower  than  Beaver, 
:  and  the  Rangers  Raised  by  the  State  of   Virginia   will  not 
•  come  higher  up  than  the  IMingo   Bottom,  so  that  we  are  left 
iintirely  to  our  own  exertions,  which,  considering  the  circum- 
■■  stances  of  our  Country, laid  before  you  in  a  former  address,  must 
1  be  but  feeble  and  enable  us  to  make  but  a  short  stand.     Let  us 
I  then,  sir,  urge  you,  if  consistent  with  your  orders, 'to  draft  as 
ijnanj  of  the  Militia  of  your  County  (as  no  other  provision  is 
•now  made)  as  will  serve  this  part  of  the    frontier.     In  our 
opinion.  Sixty  men  would  not  be  more  than  sufficient  for  this 
purpose.     We  would  further  Remark,  Sir,  the  more  to  evince 
tthe  Necessity  of  immediate  assistance,  that  from  the  Dread  of 
tthe  Indians,  numbers  of  People  holding  no  Landed  property 
here,  have  already  moved  and  are  daily  Moving  off,  and  we 
have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe,  that  upon  the  very  first 
attack,  unless  encouraged  by  protection  being  afforded,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  Inhabitants  will  Remove  at  the  most  Con- 
•f\-enient  places  for  Stations.    Block-houses  are  already  erected, 
'we  mean,  Sir,  at  Yellow  Creek,  Croxton's  Run  and  Mouth  of 
Herman's  Creek.    Men  placed  In  these  Stations  would,  in  our 
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opinion,  be  the  best  mode  of  disposing  them  and  Most  ao-rec- 
able  to  the  Inhabitants.  The  Spies  now  in  the  Indian  Country- 
would  likewise  be  greatly  Benefitted  by  the  filling  these  Block- 
houses. When  a  Discovery  is  made  they  will  have  these  posts 
to  Repair  to,  where  a  Boat  can  always  be  had  to  convey  them 
over  the  River  for  the  purpose  of  Warning  the  Inhabitants. 
Sir,  we  submit  these  hints  to  your  bettor  Judgment,  and  hope 
you  will  do  every  thing  for  us  that  our  Dangerous  Situation. 
Requires. 

RICn'D  BROWN, 
WILLIAM  LEDLIE, 
DAVID  BRUCE, 
JAMES  CAMPBELL. 
Colo.  Absalom  Baird. 


CAPTAIN  SAMUEL   BRADY  TO  COLONEL  BAIRD. 


Mouth  of  Yallow  Creek,  March  20,  1792. 

D'r  Col.  : — I  am  Glad  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  Send  you  a 
Line,  and  Likewise  happy  that  I  have  not  as  yet  made  aney 
Discovery  of  Indiens,  altho'  everey  Industery  lias  bean  made 
by  myself  and  brother  Spies  ;  but  Every  Day  Expect  to  have 
the  pleashure  of  meeting  with  Some  of  them.  We  have  bean 
about  twentey  miles  out  from  the  river,  and  in  the  flat  Lands 
the  Snow  last  thursday  was  at  Least  ten  Inches  deep,  which, 
I  Expect,  is  one  reason  why  they  have  not  paid  us  a  Vissit  be- 
fore this  time. 

I  Start  to-morrow  morning,  and  make  no  doubt  I  Shall  mak 
a  Discovery  Before  I  am  manoy  days  on  the  west  Side  the 
ohio.  The  Inhabitants  in  this  Quarter  have  bean  for  these 
Three  weeks  past.  Looking  for  and  Expecting  men  to  fill  The 
Block-house  at  the  mouth  of  yallow  Creek.  But  this  Day,  to 
their  Great  mortification,  they  have  Heard  news  Quite  the  re- 
verce,  which  is,  there  are  no  men  from  Pennsylvania  to  Range 
Lower  Down  then  the  mouth  of  big  Beaver.  Some  families  who 
heard  the  news  before  the  People  at  this  place  heard  it,  have 
alreadj'  Moved  of,  and  the  rest  are,  tlio'  Contrarey  to  thier 
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Former  Intention,  makeing  ready  ;  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
if  Somctliing  is  not  Done  Shortley  for  thier  Safety,  there  Will 
be  but  few  people,  if  aney,  Between  the  mouth  of  Little  beaver 
and  The  Cove.  I  thought  it  onely  my  Duty  to  inform  you 
what  I  have  done,  and  do  declare  I  much  Lemeut  the  Sutua- 
tion  of  the  Inhabitants  in  this  Quarter. 

I  am,  D'r  Sir,  with  Due  Respekt, 

your  H'l.  Servant, 
SAM'L  BRADY. 
Col.  Beard. 


JAMES  HARRIS  TO  WILLIAM  FINDLEY 


Juniata,  Ilarch  the  22d,  1792. 

D'r  Sir: — I  have  heard  that  the  Bill  providing  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  has  at  length  pass'd.  The  Season  is  ad- 
vancing fast  when  the  troops  Should  take  the  field,  &  very 
lew  are  yet  enlisted.  I  fear  the  Bill  has  hung  too  long  on  its 
passage  to  provide  effectually  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 
The  Indians  do  not  lie  long  in  Winter  Quarters.  By  a  report 
of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions,  &c.,  re- 
specting roads  &  inland  navigation,  it  appears  that  it  is  re- 
commended that  the  road  from  the  Mouth  of  Juniata  to  David 
Millers  be  reviewed  by  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor.  If  that  measure  (which  I  think  a  good  one)  be 
adopted,  I  should  wish  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  who 
live  at  some  distance  from  that  neighbourhood,  whose  only  ob- 
ject would  be  the  having  a  good  road  the  nearest  &  best  way. 

I  hope  you  will  pay  Some  attention  to  this  matter,  as  Doctor 
Smith  rightly  observes,  "  'tis  a  link  of  the  great  Chain  which 
connects  the  Western  Country  with  Philadelphia."  If  the  Com- 
missioners &  surv'r  are  not  already  appointed,  &  you  think 
me  not  an  improper  person,  I  will  thank  you  to  mention  my 
name  to  the  Governor.  '  Tis  my  wish  that  an  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Western  Country  &  Philad'a  may  be  opened  as  soon 
as  possible  by  this  rout. 
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Should  you  have  leisure  to  write,  &  an  opportunity  of  send- 
ing me  a  line  or  two,  it  will  be  considered  as  a  particular  favor 
by,  Sir. 

Your  friend  &  Humble  Serv't, 
,,,  ^  „  JAMES  HARRIS. 

A\  ILLIAM  FlXDLEY,   Esq'r. 


MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  COL.  CLEMEXT  BIDDLE. 


Greexsburgh,  31st  March,  1792. 
Dear  Sir  : — I  had^  the  pleasure  to  receive  yours  of  the  24 
Inst,  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  Rifles  are  ready  to  be  sent 
on.     I  think  60  Rifles,  beside  those  twenty-one  that  is  on  the 
way,  will  be  as  many  as  I  shall  want. 

The  Soldiers,  being  Inlisted  for  Rifle  men,  refused  to  take 
the  muskits,  and  it  had  liked  to  have  caused  some  difficulty  ; 
however,  the  Officers  and  myself  agreed  to  purchise  a  number 
of  Rifles,  the  soldiers  agreeing  to  receive  them  as  their  pro- 
perty, and  giving  a  power  of  Attorney  to  stop  as  much  of  their 
pay  as  would  answer  the  sum. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  Camp  Equipage  yet  arrived,  nor  can 
I  hear  when  they  will.  I  have  been  greatly  distressed  about 
the  Knapsacks,  Camp-Kettles,  Axes  and  powder  Horns;  I  have 
borrowed  as  many  of  those  articles  as  I  could,  and  some  I 
have  bought. 

Captain  Paul,  with  a  beautiful  Company,  March'd  from  Pitts- 
burgh, on  Wednesday,  the  28th,  to  cover  the  South  West 
frontier  of  Washington  County. 

Capt'n  Smith,  with  his  Company,  (wanting  six  privates,) 
are  over  the  Alleganey,  scouting  with  as  many  as  are  armed. 
I  cannot  send  them  to  their  Stations  untill  the  Camp  Equipage 
arrive.  Ensign  Murphy  marched,  on  Thursday  29th,  with 
twenty-Eight  Men,  of  Captain  Guthrie's  Company,  Completely 
armed,  to  Join  some  who  had  been  sent  out  before  to  Cover 
the  frontiers  of  Westmoreland  County. 

I  am  now  at  Greensburgh  on  my  way  to  the  frontiers  of 
TYestmorelaud,  and  shall  hurry  Capt'n  Guthrie  out  with  the 
remainder  of  his  company,  with  all  possible  haste. 
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As  soou  as  the  Blank  returns  arrive,  I  shall  forward  tbem,.. 
monthly,  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Miftlin. 

There  has  not  any  discovery  of  Indians  been  made  on  the 
frontier  of  Pennsylvania — they  have  made  their  second  ap- 
pearance near  Wheeling",  and  have  taken  away  four  Horses. 
Please  communicate  this  Information  to  his  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Mifflin. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  highest  Esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  M'CULLY,  3Iajor. 

Col.   BiDDLE. 


MEMORAL  OF  INHABITANTS  OF  MIDDLE  WHEELING. 


April  the  2,  IT 92 
We,  the  inhabitans  of  midle  wheeling,  Now  in  a  distresed 
and  dangros  situation  Have  imboded  our  selves  and  we  are 
Tow  weak  to  make  a  stand  without  asistens.  We,  your  humble 
petitioners,  do  Pray  your  asistanc  in  men,  amies  and  amunitiou, 
as  we  gudge  william  Craig  to  be  the  suitable  plase  for  the 
station.  We  flater  our  selves  that  you  will  do  Everey  thing 
that  is  in  your  Power,  and  humbely  submits  to  your  will  In 
the  fair  ;  we  your  pettitionars  do  pray. 

THOMAS  OPtP,  THOMAS  HARPON, 

DAVID  HOSACK,  WILLIAM  HULTS, 

THOMAS  HOSACK,  ANDREW  WHITE, 

SAMUEL  MOORE,  DEVET  HOWEL, 

WILLIAM  MORRISON,      WILLIAM  M'CASKILL, 
JAMES  HOSACK,  ROBERT  PENDERGAST, 

JAMES  McDONNAL,  GEORGE  KNOX, 

ANDREW  HANNAH,  JAMES  KNOX, 

SAMUEL  HOLMES,  JAMES   STETER, 

GEORGE  WHITEHILL,       IIILIAN  SLEATER, 
VvHLLIAM  BOHANON,       HUGH  McCUTCHEN, 
ROBART  McCOY,  JOHN  BRICE,  V.  D.  M., 

FERDINAND  MOORE,        WM.  PORTER. 
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MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Pittsburgh,  April  6,  1792. 

Sir  : — I,  with  pleasure,  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  24th  March,  wherein  3'ou  have  mentioned  Major 
Irvin's  appointment  as  muster  master  to  our  Corps  of  Rifle 
Men. 

You  will  please  to  communicate  to  llis  Excellency  Governor 
Mifflin  that  it  gives  me  great  Concern  that  no  part  of  our 
Camp  Equipage  has  yet  arrived,  and  that  but  twenty-Nine 
Rifles  have  came  to  hand,  without  any  other  article  except 
powder  and  lead.  The  delay  of  those  articles  has  prevented 
my  Establishing  posts  on  the  fronteers  of  Alleganey  County 
that  would  have  been  done  could  I  have  been  enabled  to 
Equip  the  Soldiers  fit  to  march  out— the  three  Companies  want 
but  6  privates  to  compleet  the  whole  two  full  Companies.  One 
on  the  fronteers  of  Washington  County,  and  one  on  West- 
moreland are  posted,  though  not  compleetly  Armed  and 
Equiped. 

I  am,  sir,  with  higli  Esteem, 

Your  hum),  servant, 

GEO.  MgCULLY, 

jVajor  6  31.  3L 
Mr.  Dall.xs,  Sec'y. 


THE    COMMITTEE    OF    HOLLIDAY'S    COVE    TO    COL. 

BAIRD. 


April  Sth,  1792. 
Sir  > — Your  Letter  of  the  4th  Current  is  now  before  us.  We 
observe  what  you  say  with  regard  to  fixing  a  Station  at  Yel- 
low Creek,  and  return  you  our  sincere  Thanks  for  your  Kindly 
Regard  and  generous  attention  to  our  Situation.  But  we  must 
beg  Leave  for  to  mention  to  you,  that  a  Station  at  Yellow 
Creek  alone  will  not  be  sufficient  lor  ti.ie  Defence  of  tliis  part 
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of  the  Frontier  wliich  v/e  inhabit.  Between  Yellow  Creek  & 
Holiday's  Cove,  a  space  of  15  miles  will  be  uncovered.  At 
present,  indeed,  we  have  twelve  Men  at  the  Station  of  Crox- 
ton's  Run,  being  a  part  of  20  Men  draughted  from  the  Militia 
of  this  County  &c  destined  for  Holiday's  Cove,  but  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Inhabitants,  so  many  of  them  liave  been  got 
up  this  far.  These  alone,  are  only  sufficient  barely  to  Keep 
the  Bl'k  House,  being  too  few  to  render  any  effectual  Service, 
and  we  must  request  of  you,  Sir,  to  order  as  many  of  the  Mi- 
litia, which  you  speak  of  in  your  letter,  to  strengthen  this  Sta- 
tion, as  will  enable  the  Post  to  send  out  Scouting  Parties,  with- 
out which  they  can  afford  no  Protection.  A  Party  of  Indians 
have  been  discovered,  last  Saturday  night,  at  the  Station  at 
Holiday's  Cove.  The  Bearer  will  inform  you  more  particu- 
larly. 

We  are,  sir, 

Yonr  mo.  Ob't  servants, 

DAV'D  BRUCE, 
WILLIAM  LED  LIE. 
Coll.  Abs'm  B.vird,  Lieutenant  of  Washington. 


THOMAS  RYERSON  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


MoKRis  ViLL,  April  lllh,  1792, 
Sir  : — A  party  of  Indians  appeared  at  this  place  about  noon 
to-day  and  intercepted  an  escort  of  provisions,  &c.,  which  was 
bound  to  Lieu.  Gray's  Station.  I  was  at  the  Mills  when  the 
men  were  receiving  these  stores,  and  left  it  about  the  same 
time  they  did,  and  before  I  reached  my  house,  heard  a  few 
guns  fired  in  quick  succession  near  that  place.  Soon  after  a 
cry  of  alarm  was  made,  &  I  was  informed  that  the  men  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Gray's  Post  had  scarcely  departed  with  their  charge 
when  they  met  &  fired  upon  some  indians,  within  view  of 
several  people  who  were  then  about  the  mill  house,  which  was 
instantly  returned  by  the  indians.  Our  men  being  fewest  in 
number  immediately  abandoned  the  horses  and  Stores,  which 
were  carried  off  b}'  the  enemy,  except  some  flour  and  powder. 
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A  party  of  active  men,  amounting'  to  fifteen,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Paul,  went  in  pursuit  of  them  within  an  hour 
after  this  transaction,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  will  over  take 
them. 

I  was  at  Capt'n  Paul's  Post  this  mornihg  when  he  received 
an  express  from  Ensigne  Long,  acquainting  him  that  a  partj' 
of  thirteen  indiaus  had  approached  very  near  his  Post,  and  he 
was  that  moment  setting  off  with  a  detachment  from  his  few 
men  after  thera,  their  trail  &  number  having  been  discovered 
&  ascertained  by  the  Dunkard  Spies.  His  letter  was  dated 
this  morning. 

The  prospects,  indeed,  toward  the  Indian  country,  are  more 
hostile  than  I  have  known  them  since  my  residence  at  this 
place  ;  but  an  unsual  degree  of  fear  and  inquietude  seems 
to  pervade  all  our  frontier,  and  although  we  have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  Capt'n  Paul's  exertions  and  prudence  for 
the  defence  &  Protection  of  this  quarter,  yet  we  apprehend 
this  frontir  will  break  unless  a  few  militia  should  be  scattered 
among  the  inhabitants  at  their  houses  or  at  such  other  places 
as  they  may  think  proper  to  assemble  at  for  their  own  conveni- 
ence and  common  safety.  I  mean  that  this  protection  should 
be  granted  to  us  in  addition  to  the  levies  which  are  now  on 
duty  here,  and  I  should  think  it  of  great  moment  to  the  Public 
weel  that  the  frontier  should  bs  kept  at  as  great  a  distance 
from  the  populous  settlements  as  possible. 

Capt.  Paul  has  Just  now  returned  (4  o'Cl'k  P.  M.)  from  the 
chase,  and  desires  me  to  inform  you  thereof  He  came  up 
with  the  Indians  in  a  little  while  (their  number  uncertain,  five 
ascertained)  and  has  retaken  the  horses  and  stores.  He 
pressed  them  so  close  that  they  lost  a  Cap,  some  feathers,  a 
gun  case,  &c.,  which  are  now  at  the  door.  As  soon  as  they 
turned  off'  the  horses  'twas  impracticable  to  follow  them,  as 
the  vegetation  is  not  3'et  sufSciently  forward  to  pursue  a  trail 
with  any  considerable  speed.  Besides,  Capt  Paul  left  his  Post 
too  weak  for  the  absence  of  a  day  or  two.  He  will  thank  you 
to  make  these  communications  to  Major  McCully, 

Permit  me,  sir.  to  conclude  with  making  the  request,  that  if 
it  is  consistent  with  Your  powers  and  opinion  of  its  utility,  that 
you  will  send  some  militia  hither,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 
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to  be  placed  among  the  Inhabitants  from  Capt.  Farley's  Neigb- 
bourhood  to  my  mills. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed.  and  very  Il'blc  Serv't, 

THO.  RYERSON. 

P.  S. — I  write  at  the  request  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
&  in  haste  ;  you  will,  therefore,  please  to  make  the  necessary 
allowance  for  inaccuracies,  &c.  The  Indians  are  undoubtedly 
in  many  parties  on  our  frontier. 

They  laid  a  trap  for  the  party  which  they  expected  would 
follow  them  for  the  Stores,  k,c.,  having  tied  the  horses  in  a 
deep  hollow,  1^  miles  from  the  mill.  They  placed  themselves 
on  a  hill  near  them  behind  a  large  log  where  they  waited  for 
the  pursuers ;  but  Capt.  Paul  so  prudently  disposed  his  meii 
that  upon  their  near  approach  the  Indians  rose  and  fled  with 
great  precipitation.     We  lost  one  of  the  escort's  guns. 

T.  H.  R. 

Two  of  the  spies  have  been  out  rather  too  long  under  particu- 
lar circumstances,  not  to  be  apprehensive  for  their  safety. — 
.Baskins  &  Bradv. 


MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


Pittsburgh,  April  20(h,  1792. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Give  me  leave  to  take  the  liberty  to  request 
the  favor  of  you  to  Call  on  the  honorable  General  Knox,  sec- 
retary for  the  war  department,  and  know  of  him  wheather  I 
can  hope  for  an  appointment  in  the  Rifle  Corps  of  the  Federal 
Government.  The  last  words  he  spoke  to  me  he  promised  that  I 
should  be  provided  for  according  to  my  wish,  but  so  many 
appointments  coming  up,  makes  me  fear  he  has  forgotten  mc. 
I  should  not  take  this  liberty,  only  I  am  sure"  you  are  mj-  friend 
and  Intimate  with  the  Secretar}^  of  War. 

There  has  nothing  hapened  since  my  last,  only  seven  head 
of  horned  Cattle  drove  away  from  the  frontiers,  suposed  to  be 
Indians — two  parties  are   in   que?t  of  them,   and  I  hope  will 
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•not  quit  the  Chase  untill  they  are  over  taken.     You  shall  hear 
in  my  next. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  regard, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  McCELLY, 

Major  Bife  Corps. 
Col.  Biddle. 


STATE  OF  THE  ARMS. 


May  5,  1792. 
D'r  Sir  : — On  Examining  I  find   tlio   State   of  the  Arms  as 

follow  : 

Rifles   sent   from   hence  k,    which   had    arrived   at  Pitts- 
burgh early  in  April 54 

Ditto  said  to  bo  provided  by  the  men  on  the  Governor's 
allowance,  as  mentioned  in  Major  McCuUy's  Letter.  .  ,        45 

Purchased  at  Pittsburgh,  &  for  which  Major  McCuUy  has 
drawn  a  bill  on  me,  which  I  paid  abo SU 

An    Order   for   the   Secretary   at  War  for   100   Stand  of 
Arms  compleat,  to  serve  til  replaced  by  Rifles 100 

1229 

On  the  12th  April  I  sent  from  here  25  Rifles,  procured  from 

Reading,  and  on  the  19th  the  waggon  with  the  25  took  in  50 

more  Rifles  which  I  had  bespoke  at  York  town,  and  proceeded 

with  the  75  to  Pittsburgh  to  replace  the  muskets. 

I  purchased  50  more  Rifles  which  lay  in  Virginia,  but  did 
not  receive  them  til  a  few  days  ago,  and  thinking  they  were 
not  now  wanted  by  the  State,  I  appropriated  them  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  D'r  sir,  Your  mo.  Obod.  Serv., 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

Q.  M.  Penn. 
A.  J.  Dall.vs,  Esqr. 
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COLONEL  SHEPHERD  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


Ohio  County,  5  Jlay,  '92. 
Sir  : — Last  Evening  two  Indians  Shot  at  a  man  within  one 
mile  of  my  house,  &  Snapt  at  another  in  the  night.  They 
have  also  taken  two  boys,  sous  of  James  Behams,  living  on 
middle  wheeling,  one  of  which  they  have  kili'd,  the  other  has 
got  in,  tho'  he  is  Scalp'd  and  badly  Tomahawk'd.  The  Spies 
inform  me  there  is  Great  Sign  of  them  on  Captena  and  Still- 
water. We  Expect  nothing  Else  but  a  General  onset ;  our  Peo- 
ple are  Generally  moving  to  the  forts,  and  Seems  to  be  in  great 
Confusion.  I  Shall  give  you  every  Information  as  early  as 
possible, 

and  am,  with  respect, 
3'our  Humble  Serv't, 

DAVID  SHEPHERD. 
CoLLO.  Beard. 


COL.  JOHN  IRWIN  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


Pittsburg,  May  Villi,  1792. 
Sir  : — I  herewith  Send  you  the  Muster  Rolls  and  Inspection 
Returns  of  the  Corps  of  Riflemen  for  the  Month  of  March, 
which  you  might  have  had  Sooner  had  it  not  been  for  the  dis- 
appointment in  Capt.  Guthrie's  Inspection  Return.  However, 
the  fatigue,  danger,  time  and  Expense  of  obtaining  these 
Rolls  and  Returns  you  may  not  perhaps  have  thought  of.  I 
am  oblidged  to  travel  about  Three  hundred  and  fifty  Miles  Each 
Month  to  Compleat  this  business.  The  troops  are  divided  into 
Eight  parties  or  Stations,  and  placed  at  proper  distances  on 
an  Extensive  frontier,  So  that  Visiting  and  returning  from 
each  makes  up  the  number  of  Miles  above  mentioned  ;  and 
two-thirds  of  the  distance  in  a  Country  where  a  man  might 
■with  propriety  wish  himself  at  home,  least  he  might  be  de- 
prived of  his  Scalp.     In  j-our  letter  with  the  Governor's  War- 
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rcut,  you  have  no  doubt,  a  proper  Compensation  will  be  allowed 
for  performing  this  business.  I  would  be  Sorry  to  Suspect 
the  Generosity  of  the  State  ;  but  Still  more  so  if  my  family 
Should  Reflect  that  I  had  deprived  them  of  my  Savings  at 
home  without  knowing  for  what.  It  would  be  as  easy  and 
perhaps  much  Safer  to  Muster  5,000  Men  than  this  handfull  of 
Rangers  Scattered  in  the  Manner  they  are.  The  Rolls  and  re- 
turns for  the  month  of  Aprilo  you  may  expect  Soon  as  possi- 
ble, which  will  be  at  the  end  of  this  or  early  in  the  month  of 
Juno.  You  may  probably  by  that  time,  on  Consulting  with 
the  Governor,  be  able  to  give  me  Some  Idea  of  the  Compensa- 
tion, and  whither  he  wishes  the  Muster  and  Inspection  to  be 
Continued  Monthly.  If  so,  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  forward 
a  little  Cass  for  Contingent  Expenses,  As  it  might  perhaps  be 
more  Convenient  for  Government  to  advance  on  this  occation 
than  an  Individual.  The  returns  now  forwarded  may  not  be 
so  Correct  as  1  could  wish  ;  any  errors  you  may  observe,  in- 
form me,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  put  them  Right  in  future ; 
have  Sent  you  two  Muster  Rolls  for  each  Companj'-,  As  it  is 
the  practice  in  the  Federal  troops.  Let  me  know  whether  it  is 
necessary  or  not. 

Your  Most  Obedient  Humble  Scrv't, 

JOHN  IRWIN, 
M.  31.  C.  It.  Men. 
Clement  Biddle,  Esq.,  Q.  M'str  C.  W.  M.  P. 


MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


Pittsburgh,  May  \Uh,  1792. 

Dear  Sir  : — The  Bearer,  General  Gibson,  having  furnished 
us  with  ten  New  Rifles,  which  the  men  have  received  as  their 
Own  property,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  for  the 
amount  to  be  stoped  out  of  the  first  pay — proper  Vouchers 
shall  be  produced  to  Justify  the  Measure.     I  will  refer  you  to 
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General  Gibson  for  news  and  the  State  of  the  frontiers,  as  he 
is  a  Gentleman  may  be  relied  on. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  high  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obed't  Servant, 

GEO.  McCULLY, 

Mojor  li.  Corps. 
Col.  Clem't  Biddle. 
P.  S. — The  seventj-'five  Rifles  have  not  yet  arrived. 


GEN.  PRESLEY  NEVILLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN 


Pittsburgh,  Hay  ye  2Qlh,  1792. 

Sir  : — On  tuesday  Morning  a  party  of  Indians,  said  to  be 
'about  forty  in  number,  attacked  Reed's  Station,  on  the  Alle- 
gheny River,  four  Miles  below  the  Keskemenetas.  They  kill'd 
one  man  and  a  child,  wounded  a  Soldier  of  McCully's  Corps, 
and  took  a  woman  and  some  children  Prisoners.  This  account 
came  by  Express  from  Ensign  Murphy  of  that  Corps,  who  was 
stationed  near  the  spot.  A  small  party  of  Indians  were  seen 
the  same  day  within  twelve  Miles  of  this  Town,  on  the  Vi- 
nango  Path,  which  were,  no  doubt,  a  lookout  party  from  those 
who  did  the  Mischief.  Exclusive  of  a  Detachment  of  the 
Regulars,  consisting  of  thirty  men  sent  by  Maj'r  Smith,  at  my 
Request,  there  are  several  Parties  in  pursuit  of  those  Indians, 
both  of  Militia  and  McCully's  Rangers.  I  hope  to  inform 
your  Excellency  of  their  Success  by  next  Post. 

I  rec'd  a  few  days  ago  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Dallas,  mentioning 
the  Mistake  in  the  dates  of  the  Militia  Commissions  of  this 
County,  (which  I  had  not  before  beard  of,)  and  desiring  me  to 
collect  the  Sentiments  of  the  County,  whether  to  hold  Elec- 
tions or  to  renew  the  Commissions  to  the  present  officers  for 
one  year  ;  the  latter  is  prefered,  because  it  can  be  sooner  done 
in  the  present  period  of  danger,  and  the  Priviledge  of  the  Law 
is  urged,  directing  that  the  officers  be  elected  for  three  years. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect  &  attachment, 
y'r  Excellency's 

Ob't  hum'l.  Serv't, 

PRESLEY  NEVILLE, 

L't  Alle'y  County. 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Mifflin,  Esq'r. 
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CHARLES  CAMPBELL  TO  GOVEROR  MIFFLIX. 

c,„ .     T  r-  ^        ,  ^'^^^  ^^^^^'  ^^^y  28^/i.  1792. 

^^^' — ^  ^ni   Under  the  NorpRPRi't-^r  r.f  Tr,r^ 
n-  i  -  ^.  ^'  -L>t^ccsesity  ot  IntormjDfr  you  of  thp 

D.tressed  S.ttuation  of  the  ftoonteers  of  ^yest™o?e,a„d  Co  o^ 
Willh      r  '7°'y--='=»"<l  I-t.,  the  Indians  Came  to  L't 

M.llu.,,,  Cooper  s  Statt.on,  Near  the  Mouth  rf  Tiscumenitis 

T  rLi  „:r '1 "  \  "^  '^"'^^  "-^  -'-  ->^  wou„ded  oi, 

iimilv  W-  /■       ^^°"'^"'''™'''«  l'"""^-  "■"•  Murdered  a 

laur.Iy  Wrthm  About  three  Hundred  yards  of  the  Block-house 

tlr  KHM  w  "'TV"'?''"  '^"""■"^"' "™'  '^f'-"  '^«'- : 

T  ,  ,  '  ^^°'""^'"^  ""J  look  Prisoners  Eleven  Persons 
Took  About  Thirty  Horses;  Burned  a  Number  of  Houses' 
The  Stayed  m  the  Settlement  irve  or  Si^  Days ;  the  Whole  o^ 
the  froouteers  is  In  a  Distressed  Sittuation .'as  the  Came  L 
Sutoh  A  Large  Party  that  the  Small  Stations,  that  the  froou- 
ters,s  Gathered  into,  Will  Not  be  Able  to  Stand  them,  with- 
out  Getting  Assistance.     Maj'r  M'Cully  Hath  Took  III  his 

r:;vX:z!''''''  ^-^  ''-^'^  «-"»■  ^-^pt  a  Pelt 

.n°Xlt'''K\t"\'^'''^"''°''  °<'™P='"!«^  i^  to  be  stattioned 
all  together  at  the  Jlouth  of  Puckety,  which  is  our  County 

0  "sld'll  ir  ';h"  ^  '"'  "'''  ""^  '"  «^-  "P  "«  Cetlen^i 
or  Send  M  ll,t,a  there,  as  Maj'r  McCnlly  Ilath  Requested  me 

R;.ed  8  Stattmn  Suplyed  With  the  Contine'l  Troops   as  It  Is 
D.st..ss.ng  to  Call  on  the  Millitia  of  the  one  County  to  Gad 

ber  of  m'''^       °"''"  '  """  '"■■"«  '=  Not  a  sufficent  Num 
be   of  Men  kept  out,  the  froonteers  will  Break  up  as  the  Can 
not  suport  themselves  Without  Raising  Some  Crop       It  is 
Hard  hat  We  must  Stand  as  a  Barier  to  the  EnteriorPa  ts  an 
B      I  W::idt--^,  }/"'-"l^Ply-.to  Pyatelor  AsistancJ 

An  Ord!r  to  Co^  t        ""  ^'^"'='""  """'  ^"'^  ^^'<"'"  Send 
An  tlrder  to  Coll.  Torrance  to  Give  Us  Assistance  and  L»t  me 
Know  if  I  May  Aply  to  him. 
I  am,  Si.',  your  obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

His  E..ceneney  T„om.,3  M.i-ru.v.  '''^'^^-  CAMPBELL. 

40— Vol.  IV. 
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N.  B, — Mr.  John  Deneston  is  to  furnish  tlie  Millitia  the 
Same  as  Last  year  with  Rations,  C.  C. 

N.  B. — I  this  Moment  Received  an  Express  that  there  Was 
one  Hundred  Indians  Ilad  Crossed  the  Allegany  River,  and 
there  Was  fifty  More  Seen  yesterday  In  the  Inhabitant,  And 
one  Man  Was  Killed,  I  Expect  Every  Moment  to  Hear  of 
Our  to  be  Mutch  Destroyed.  C.  C 


MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  CLEMENT  BTDDLE. 


Pittsburgh,  May  29(h,  1792. 
Dear  Sir: — I  had  the  pleasure  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
May  ;  am  happy  that  myjetters  arrived  in  time  to  remove  the 
anxiety  that  such  false  representation  would  naturaly  give 
Government  and  you,  also  a  reflection  on  me.  The  fifty 
Rifles  arrived  from  little  York  yesterday.  I  think  it  would  be 
treating  Mr,  Dunnwoody  well  not  to  pay  him  for  the  Carriage, 
as  he  delayed  them  so  Long.  He  lost  three  pair  of  the  Bullit 
moles  on  the  waj^ ;  they  were  scattered  through  the  waggon 
when  they  arrived  here, 

I  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  News. 

Am,  Sir,  with  high  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obid't  Servant, 

GEO,  McCULLY, 
Major  JR.  Corps. 
Col.  Biddle. 


MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Pittsburgh,  May  30//i,  1792. 
Sir  : — You  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  the  Inclosed  letter  from  Capt'n  Smith,  signifying  his 
resignation,  also  my  letter  of  the  same  date,  stating  the  pre- 
sent and  former  arrangements  of  the  Corps  under  my  com- 
mand. 
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Doctor  Bedford  reports  Captain  Smith  unfit  for  service  to 
me.  I  think  Mr.  Stevenson,  Captain  Smith's  Lieutenant,  will 
do  to  Command  the  Company.  If  the  Governor's  intention  is 
to  promote  by  Companies,  Ensign  Jones,  Lieut.,  and  a  Mr. 
William  Brown,  Ensign,  who  is  acting  at  present  as  first  Ser- 
geant, will  make  a  good  Ensign. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  McCULLY, 
Major  Rijle  Corp!<. 
P.  S. — Brown  is  of  Allegany  G<)unt3\ 
A.  J.  Dallas,  Secretar}'. 


CAPT.  SMITH  TO  MAJOR  McCULLY. 


cilst  Maxj,  1192. 
Sir  : — Ilaveing  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  receive  a  hurt  on 
the  11th  Day  of  April  last,  on  a  march  from  Pittsburgh  to  the 
falls  of  Big  Bevour  Creek  by  which  I  became  ruptered,  and 
finding  that  the  active  Service  required  on  this  Campaign  has 
increased  my  Complants,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Doctor,  not 
only  renders  me  unfit  for  presant  Duty,  but  may  tirmenate 
fataly  unless  a  state  of  quietude  is  preserved.  I  Do  hereby 
request  you  to  receive  my  Resignation  as  Captain  of  the 
Second  Company  of  Six  months'  Livie  of  this  Commonwelth. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  Obt.  Serv't, 

SAM.  SMITH, 

CajJt'n  2d  Comp'y  B'flemen. 
To  Major  George  McCullv. 
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MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


PiTTSBUKGii,  May  SO/h  i:92. 
Dear  Sir  : — Experiance  has  provid  to  me  that  the  Manner  in 
which  the  Corps,  under  my  command,  are  disposed  of  is  not 
the  best  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers;  they  men  are  so 
much  scattered  that  it  is  impossible  to  collect  them  in  time 
to  appose  or  persue  any  considerable  Body  of  Enemy.  1  have, 
therefore,  determined  to  draw  to  one  place  Captains  Smith's 
and  Guthrie's  Companies,  where  I  can  be  with  them  mj'self, 
and  if  Indians  appears  in  iorce,  as  they  have  latel}'  done,  1  will 
be  able  to  meet  them  on  the  Shortest  notice. 

It  may  be  Necessary  for  you  to  send  a  detachment  of  Mili- 
tia to  man  the  Block-house  at  j'allow  Creek,  as  I  must  remove 
Mr.  Stevenson's  command.  Mr.  Stcvison  will  remain  there 
untill  the  tenth  of  June,  to  give  you  time  to  forwai'd  the  Mili- 
tia. There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  at  that 
post  that  will  be  ready  for  your  men  when  they  march  out. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  hig-h  regard, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servent, 

GEO.  McCULLY, 

Major  li.  Corps. 

Hjol.  Baird. 

p.  S. The  high  opinion  I  have  of  Captain  Paul's  abilities 

will  make  my  visits  to  his  posts  fewer  than  I  first  Intended. 


WILLIAM  FINDLEY  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


June  1st,  1792. 
Dear  Sir  :— I  was  but  a  few  days  at  home  untill  the  Indians 
broke  into  the  settlement  by  Reed's  Station.  It  was  garri- 
soned by  Rangers  under  Cooper.  They  had  never  scouted  any. 
They  had  been  frolicking  and  were  Surprized,  in  want  of  Amu- 
nition,  and  the  officer  was  absent  from  the  station.  However, 
the  Indians  fired  only  a  few  rounds  upon  the  Block-house,  with 
which  thev  killed  one  man  and  wounded  Another,  and  went 
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away  without  any  exertions  being  made  by  tlie  Rangers. 
They  then  killed  and  took  Harbison's  family,  in  sight  of  the 
station.  Harbison  was  one  of  the  spies,  and  was  reported  to 
have  relaxed  a  little  in  his  duty.  Indeed,  the  duties  of  the 
spies  in  this  County  is  too  hard,  and  they  are  not  assisted  by 
the  troops  as  was  designed  at  laying  the  plan.  The  alarm  was 
quickly  spread  ;  indeed,  they  themselves  promoted  the  News 
of  their  coming  by  burning  some  of  the  first  houses  they  came 
to.  This  occasioned  the  Country  to  fly  before  them  with  the 
greatest  rapidity,  and  they  being  about  40  in  number  took  the 
Country  before  them,  keeping  nearly  the  Course  of  the  Kiske- 
mints,  going  in  small  parties,  from  5  to  7,  as  far  as  has  been 
observed.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  so  anxious  to  kill  as  to 
plunder  and  destroy. 

However,  several  remarkable  escapes  have  been  made. 
For  Instance,  two  families,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Feal's  and 
Millar's,  were  surrounded  in  a  Bottom,  and  only  two  of  them 
taken.  Two  Men  and  a  woman  were  wounded,  and  are 
likely  to  live.  One  of  their  sons  who  escaped,  saved  two 
other  families,  who  were  Just  entering  the  bottom.  Their 
ardent  desire  to  get  Horses  seems  to  divert  their  attention 
from  shedding  Blood.  TJiey  greedily  seize  every  kind  of 
plunder.  After  some  of  them  had  been  so  closely  pushed 
in  recrossing  the  Allegenny  as  to  leave  some  of  the  Horses, 
Hopes  were  entertained  that  thej''  were  gone  off,  when, 
however,  they  appeared  at  difl'erent  places  mucli  further 
in  the  settlement.  At  one  plantation  as  far  up  above  the 
mouth  of  Loyaliiauna  they  went  boldly  to  the  stable  and 
fields,  and  took  out  the  Horses,  killing  a  stallion  which  proved 
unruly,  and  taking  of  the  rest  without  disturbing  the  family, 
who  were  trembling  within.  Perhaps  they  were  afraid  that 
some  of  them  would  fail  in  attempting  the  House.  About 
the  same  time  they  killed  a  man  with  a  load  of  dry  meat,  go- 
ing to  the  station,  and  took  the  Horse  and  load.  Two  days 
ago  one  of  them  was  wounded  by  a  young  man  who  perceived 
three  of  them  waylaying  his  father's  and  another  family,  carry 
off  some  grain,  &c.,  to  a  place  of  safety.  Tiiis  was  on  the 
course  towards  Ilannahstown. 

By  a  Letter  from  Col.  (Jampbel  I  am  Just  informed  that  a 
Scout  has    pursued  the  part}'   of   Ii'.di^.n?  that  ap})eurcd   as 
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high  up  the  north  side  of  Kiskemintz  as  tlie  mouth  of  Black 
Legs  Creek  down  to  allegennj',  where,  though  they  saw  them 
different  times,  the  ground  was  so  unfavorable  they  could  not 
get  a  shot  at  them,  but  had  recovered  ten  Horses.  Another 
Scout  goes  out  there  to  da}'.  A  Scout  is  also  out  from 
the  Neighbourhead  whore  I  live.  Though  there  was  sufii- 
cient  matter  lor  alarm  and  terror,  without  telling  lies  to 
promote  it,  nevertheless,  I  believe  more  have  fled  on  the 
account  of  false  alarms,  mischievously  contrived  within  this 
two  or  three  days  past  than  forraerl}'.  Ilannas  town  is 
now  the  frontier,  and  they  have  erected  block  Houses  at 
Greensburg,  North  of  Loyalhanning.  Dennison's  is  the  fron- 
tier. You  will  perceive  b^^'the  Map  that  Westmoreland  is  now 
Desolate  to  near  the  Center,  and  the  rest  much  disturbed.  At 
the  first  alarm  Col.  Campbell  called  upon  two  Battalions  of 
Militia  to  turn  out  a  Company  each,  but  before  the  day  of 
Rendezvous,  these  two  Battalions  were  chiefly  broken  up. 
He  has  since  ordered  out  from  two  other  Battalions,  and  is  ad- 
vised to  call  for  assistance  from  Fayette  County. 

The  Scarcity  of  Arms  among  the  people  is  a  distressing  cir- 
cumstance. Voluntary  exertions  are  prevented,  and  the  flight 
of  ma'.)}'  families  promoted  from  that  cause.  The  people  were 
so  Confident  that  they  never  would  see  war  again,  and  in  such 
Necessity  for  Money  to  repair  their  desolate  places  when  peace 
was  obtained,  that  they  sold  their  guns  to  people  goiug  down 
the  River,  I  hear  from  Pittsburg  that  Mrs,  Harbison  has  es- 
caped from  the  Indians,  and  has  discovered  some  treacherous 
persons  among  us.  I  also  understood  that  a  private  expedi- 
tion is  on  foot ;  but  I  expect  you  will  receive  more  perfect  ac- 
counts from  Pittsburg  than  I  am  possessed  of  My  House  and 
many  of  the  Neighbouring  Houses  being  crowded  with  families 
that  have  fled,  and  frequent  consultations  being  necessary,  I 
have  not  been  far  abroad  Since  this  distressing  Scene  com- 
menced ;  therefore  my  information  is  necessarily  local. 

If  it  was  possible  to  get  more  Arms  into  the  Hands  of  the 
County  Lieut's  by  borrowing  at  Pittsburg,  or  otherwise,  it 
would  answer  a  good  purpose.  All  the  public  exertions  against 
the  Hostile  Indians  having  been  hitherto  unfortunate,  the  des- 
tresses  of  the  people  have  consequently  encreased  instead  of 
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being  removed,  and  the  people  themselves  appear  to  have  lost 
Heart,  and  not  to  be  capable  of  those  exertions  which  they 
made  the  last  war,  my  endeavours  to  encourage  them  I  find 
has  much  Less  effect  this  year  than  it  had  the  last.  Though 
the  Army  is  Slow  of  raising  yet  its  perminancy  gaves  ground 
to  hope  that  this  Season  is  more  critical  than  any  that  is  to  fol- 
low. I  am,  with  great  respect, 
D'r  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

\VM.  FINDLEY. 
A.   Dallas,  Esq'r. 

P.  S. — If  a  more  accurate  account  is  not  come  to  hand  be 
pleased  to  gave  this  to  Mr.  Dunlap,  with  suppressing  what  you 
think  proper,  but  particularly  cooper's  Name,  for  tkough  much 
more  is  said  against  him,  it  is  not  fair  to  censure  him  in  a  News- 
paper at  such  a  distance  before  examination. 


WILLIAM  FINDLEY  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Ju7ie  [Hth,  1792. 
D'r  Sir: — I  have  been  up  to  Pittsburg  and  saw  Major  M'- 
Cully,  Just  after  having  returned  from  a  scout  up  the  Alle- 
geny.  The  Neglect  and  disobedience  of  the  officers  and  scout" 
ing  parties  has  obliged  him  to  keep  two  Companies  embodied 
at  one  station,  where  he  can  enforce  the  execution  of  his  own 
Orders.  It  appears  that  small  scouting  parties  sent  out  by 
Guthrie,  never  went  the  Length  of  their  destination  ;  this  is 
proved  beyond  dispute  by  their  trail  in  the  weeds.  Cooper 
sent  out  no  scouts  nor  did  any  duty,  he  has  turned  out  worse 
than  my  fears,  nor  has  Guthrie  equalled  my  hopes.  Drunken- 
ness, the  too  frequent  Vice  of  those  who  spent  their  youth  in 
the  Army,  has  been  indulged  by  those  Gentlemen  to  excess, 
however,  Guthrie  is  now  carefull  and  is  very  Capable.  Capt. 
Smith,  a  good  sales  man,  was  tottally  unfit  for  that  kind  of  ser- 
vice ;  it  is  surprising  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  Gov'r  to  obtain 
^ood  advice  about  appointments. 
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Col.  Pomeroy,  one  of  the  best  and  trustiest  officers  in  this 
side  the  Mountain,  is  now  out  with  sis  Con)panies  of  Militia. 
The  Indians  have  improved  in  the  art  of  elluding  pursuit,  the}'" 
always  separate  after  doing  mischief,  and  go  two  and  two  in 
every  direction,  keeping  generally  the  dry  ridgee,  and  at  this 
season,  the  woods  are  very  close  and  the  Country  is  ver}'  Bro- 
ken. The  spies  have  found,  by  attention  to  the  trails,  that  the 
Indians  are  not  all  gone  out  of  the  settlement.  A  few  morn- 
ings since,  the  Beds  of  two  were  found  in  a  meadow  near 
Loyalhanna,  the  dew  not  being  off,  they  were  trailed  to  a  dry 
ridge.  I  am  just  now  informed  that  a  child  is  found  scalped, 
and  a  number  of  Horses  Missing  six  or  eight  Miles  within  the 
settlement,  north  of  Conemach  ;  the  militia  arc  certainly  ac- 
tive, and  thyugh  Major  McCully  has  contracted  his  line,  he  is 
active  upon  the  allgenny.  He  does  not,  however,  send  his 
Scouts  further  up  than  the  Kittaning,  the  Militia  have  to  guard 
from  thence  to  laurel  hill,  besides  protecting  the  settlements 
in  this  side  the  Alegeny  River,  for  McCully  keeps  in  the  West 
side.  He  informs  me.  That  the  Scouts  must  have  found  the  in- 
dien  Camp  if  they  had  gone  to  their  distination  ;  much  of 
both  spring  crop  and  harvest  will  be  lost,  notwithstanding  all 
that  can  be  done.  Plontier  of  Arms  would  have  encouraged 
the  people  to  have  stood  their  ground  much  better. 

Whilst  the  Assemblymen  and  myself  were  with  you,  recom- 
mendations were  made  for  Commissions  of  the  peace  in  behalf 
of  Robert  Taylor,  of  Greensburg,  and  Asa  Cook,  of  Franklin 
County.  I  understood  the  Recommendations  to  have  been  ac- 
cepted and  the  Commissions  to  have  been  Issued,  but  they  are 
not  come  to  hand  ;  they  appear  to  be  both  necessary,  and 
agreeable  to  the  Majority  of  the  people.  With  respect  to  Asa 
Cook,  the  State  Attorney  was  with  me  yesterday,  and  informs 
me  that  the  present  Justice,  Mr.  Raug^li,  though  a  good  man, 
is  very  unfit  for  the  business  ;  I  believe  this  is  true,  though  he 
was  an  old  Justice.  Probably  Capt.  Butler  would  carry  them 
\ip  to  Greensburg— I  would  be  glad  at  ar.y  rate  to  be  inlormed 
about  it  from  you. 

By  some  Miscarriage,  I  have  not  seen  the  last  post  of  Sid- 
ney. Be  plased  to  enclose  one  or  more  of  them  by  post  ac- 
cording to  law  to  me  at  Greensburg.  I  know  very  little  about 
electioneering,  but  I  understand  Mr.  D — ds  is  displeased  that 
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Mr.  Scot  got  the  preference  of  him  by  the  Ticket  makers  be- 
fore. 

I  am,  witli  great  respect,   Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  and  very  humble  Serv't, 

WM.  FINDLEY. 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq'r. 


WILLIAM  FINDLEY  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


June  23,  1791. 

D'k  Sir: — I  make  free  again  to  arrest  your  attention  by  a 
few  hasty  lines,  though  I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  Com- 
municate. The  report  goes  that  Gen'I  Scot,  of  Kentucky,  is 
returned  from  a  successfull  expedition  and  has  brought  150 
scalps  ;  this  is  not  confirmed  ;  there  has  not  many  depreda- 
tions been  made  in  the  settlement  lately,  though  there  is 
either  Indians  or  some  other  sculking  Incendiaries  in  the  Set- 
tlements. 

Along  with  this  comes  an  application  from  Cul.  John  Pome- 
roy,  James  Barr,  Esq'r,  and  Mr.  Guthrie  for  opening  the 
Conemach,  Sec,  they  are  honest  and  respectable  Citizens.  I 
l)resume  they  have  expressed  tli^'  reasons  why  their  applica- 
tions is  not  more  particular  ;  indeed  the  state  of  the  frontier, 
and  not  seeing  the  law  are  sufilcient  reasons  ;  there  has  been 
considerable  damage  suffered  on  the  Kiskiminity  this  season. 
Dr.  Smith  writes  me  that  he  has  procured  me  an  appointment 
to  assist  in  exploring  the  Road  from  frankstown  to  Stoney 
point.  I  think  the  appointment  inconvenient  and  unsuitable  to 
me,  and  could  get  no  good  man  willing  to  undertake  it  in  that 
season;  at  last,  however,  Cul.  Abra"m  Hendricks  consents  to 
except  of  it.  He  is  a  respectable  Justice  of  peace  and  Col.  of 
Militia  ;  he  is  much  better  acquainted  with  the  roads,  and 
more  interested  in  opening  that  communication  than  I  am. 
1  wish  him  to  be  appointed  and  my  name  struck  out. 
with  unfi.'igiied  esteem,  1  am,  Sir, 

Your  obed't  humble  serv't, 

V\\M.  FINDLEY. 
A.  J.  Dalla.5,  Secr'.'tiiry  of  i!ie  Co:n:nu:iwcaltli. 
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COL.  WILLIAM  CRAWFORD  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


June  the  23,  1792. 
Dear  Sir: — I  am  very  Much  Surprised  at  you  for  Calling  In 
the  Militia,  as  the  people  Is  Now  In  More  Need  of  them  than 
they  have  been  this  Summer.  Some  of  their  Grain  Standing 
yet  &  No  body  to  Guard  them  to  Cut  It;  the  Rest  of  their 
Grain  In  Stak  In  the  field,  &  by  the  Mischif  being  Done  uppon 
whil  in,  the  people  Is  very  fraid,  &  Says,  If  they  Do  Not  Get 
asistance  they  will  break  up  Intirely.  My  Son  John  has  Just 
Come  home  &  has  Informed  Of  this. 

This  from  your  friend, 

WILLIAM  CRAWFORD,  Colo. 


MAJOR  McCULLY  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  DIDDLE. 


CoES  Station,  June  2Uh,  1792. 

Dear  Sir: — I  with  pleasure  Acknowledge  the  recp't  of  your 
letter  IGth  Inst.  I  hapened  fortunately  to  go  to  Pittsburgh 
the  day  before  the  post  arrived,  at  the  request  of  General 
AVayne. 

1  also  ree'd  a  letter  from  the  secretary  at  the  same  time, 
Mentioning  the  Order  for  the  Arms  and  directions  how  to  dis- 
pose of  them,  and  have  given  him  a  faithful  Account  how  they 
Are  disposed  off.  I,  therefore,  refer  you  to  his  letter  on  that 
business. 

Mr.  Findly  and  Col.  Campbell  I  met  the  same  time,  and  we 
soon  agreed  in  what  Manner  the  Arms  Should  be  distributed  ; 
all  parties,  I  belive,  were  satisfied. 

The  County  of  Westmoreland  drew  more  Arms  last  year  (I 
belive)  than  any  of  the  Exposed  Countyes.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  give  you  a  hint  of  the  Situation.  I  found  a  Number 
of  them  at  Reed's  Station  this  Spring,  left  there  by  the  Militia 
last  Autum  ;  I  think  there  was  25  Chariot  Vil  Muskets  left  in 
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a  worthless  Block  house  without  any  person  to  take  care  of 
them.  lu  fact  the  Barralls  only  required  care,  for  they  had 
Scarce  left  a  lock,  Rammer  or  Bayonet  on  any  of  them,  many 
of  the  Stocks  Broken  ;  the  ruins  1  have  now  in  my  possession. 
Ordered  them  fetched  a  way  when  I  evacuated  that  post,  least 
all  should  be  lost.  Yet  they  will  make  a  noise  to  Government 
a  bout  Arms. 

I  did  not  forget  to  relate  this  story  to  Col.  Campbell  when  I 
gave  him  the  Order  for  the  last  Arms,  and  have  taken  receipts 
for  the  delivery  of  them  in  perfect  good  Order,  to  any  person 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  may  authorise  to  receive  them. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  powder  and 
Lead  plenty  and  can  Spare  to  the  Militia,  If  it  should  be  neces- 
sary. I  have  informed  the  County  Lieut's  to  call  on  me  for 
amonition  if  they  were  in  want.  If  any  thing  more  should  be 
wanted  from  you,  I  will  give  you  Notice  in  due  time.  We 
have  been  undisturbed  by  the  Indians  for  some  time,  yet  they 
keep  hovering  about.  One  of  my  Scouting  parties,  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Cooper,  fell  in  with  two  12  Miles  above 
Kitaning.  They  attempted  to  save  themselves  by  flight,  but 
the  Guard  instantl}'  fired  and  one  fell  dead  with  Nine  Balls 
through  him.  I  must  Blush  when  I  mention  that  they  fetched 
the  Scalp  in.  This  is  the  first,  but  should  they  come  again,  I 
will  pledge  myself  that  he  will  not  be  the  last  to  die  this  season. 
I  am  with  the  highest  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed't  Servant, 
•  GEO.  McCULLY, 

3Iaj.  L,  Corps. 
Col.  BiDDLE,  Quarter  Master  Gen'l  Pcnnsj'lvanie. 


GEN.   JAMES    CHAMBERS    TO    GOVERNOR   MIFFLIN. 


Loudon  Forge, 
Franklin  County,  July  lUh,  1792. 
Sir: — I  thought  to  have  done  myself  the  honour  of  paying 
my  Respects  to  Your  Excellency  before  this  time,  but  has  not 
been  able  to  accomplish  it  as  yQi — though  hope  that  period 
not  far  distant. 
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I  find  Congress  has  passed  a  Law  for  regulating  the  Militia 
of  the  United  States,  which  is  to  be  Established  by  the  differ- 
ent States,  and  a  number  of  OfBcers  of  high  Rank  of  Coars  to 
be  appointed.  I  only  wish  to  remind  your  Exccllincy  of  my 
former  Rank  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
inform  you  that  their  is  not  an  old  officer  on  the  Westward  of 
the  Susquehannah  (Generals  Armstrong  and  Irvine  Excepted) 
of  Superior  Rank  to  my  self,  within  this  State.  I  have  been 
honoured  by  three  different  appointments  to  the  Command 
of  a  Battallibn  of  Millitia  in  this  County  Siuce  I  retired  from 
the  army. 

Being  inferior  in  Rank,  as  was  the  Case  some  times  Since  1  had 
the  Command  of  the  Militia,  to  Some  Colonels  in  the  County^ 
I  did  not  think  much  of  under  that  Establishment — but  now 
as  the  Establishment  of  the  millitia  will  be  on  a  more  perminant 
footing,  I  shouldthinkithard  tobe  Commanded  by  him  who  had 
never  Seen  Service,  or  any  aquainted  with  Military  Discipline 
Your  Excellency's  knowledge  of  my  being  Early  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  my  Country,*  and  my  long  Continuance  in  it,  I  hope 
will  be  a  sufficient  recommendation. 

I  am,  With  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Humble  Serv't. 

JAMES  CHAMBERS. 
Maj'r  General  Thos.  Miffi.ix,  Governor  of  Penn'a. 


GEN.    KNOX,  SECRETARY    OF    WAR,   TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Department, 
PniLADELPHiA,  July  Wth,  1792. 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  will  soon  arrive  on  the  frontiers  of 
this  State,  in  considerable  numbers,  and  that  a  sufficient  pro- 
portion thereof  will  remain  there,  until  the  efl'cct  of  certain 
pacific  overtures  to  the  Indians  shall  be  known. 

*Juue,  1775,1  was  iirst  Captain  in  the  first  llcg't  Raised  by  Con- 
gress. 
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In  this  state  of  things,  and  as  the  time  for  which  tlie  State 
•troops  were  raised  is  drawing  to  a  close,  I  beg  leave  to  know 
whether  it  would  be  compatible  with  the  views  and  arrange- 
ments of  your  Excellency  to  permit  the  continental  officers  re- 
cruiting in  this  State  to  endeavor  to  inlist  such  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  the  said  companies,  as  sh-^ll  be 
inclined  thereto  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's, 

Most  obed't  Serv't, 

II.  KNOX, 

His  Excellency  Governor  Miffi.i.x. 


SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Phil.,  ]1lh  July,  1792. 
Sir  : — Upon  the  Secretary  at  War's  letter  I  propose  : 

1.  That  instructions  be  transmitted  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
exposed  Counties,  directing  them  to  keep  up  the  same  number 
of  spies,  drafted  from  the  militia,  that  were  authorized  to  be 
employed  before  the  establishment  of  the  three  Companies. 

2.  That  any  surplus  in  the  appropriations  of  the  years  1791 
-&  1792  be  employed  to  give  bounties  to  engage  the  best 
woodsmen  in  the  above  Service. 

3.  That  the  Spies  shall  be  engaged  to  commence  their  duty 
on  the  day  that  the  service  of  the  three  Companies  expires  ; 
and  that  so  much  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  the  Compa- 
nies as  is  necessary  shall  be  supplied  to  the  spies,  the  rest  to 
be  given  into  the  custody  of  the  Lieutenants. 

4.  That  it  be  stipulated  as  the  duty  of  the  spies  to  be  in 
constant  motion  on  the  exposed  parts  ot  the  Frontiers,  and  to 
keep  up  a  constant  communication  with  the  Federal  Camp  on 
the  up  part  of  the  Ohio  &  Fort  Franklin,  giving  them  all  the 
information  that  tliey  can,  &c. 

5.  That  a  copy  of  these  instructions  be  sent  to  Major 
McCuUy,  inclosed  in  a  letter  of  thanks  to  him  and  his  Corps, 
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and  reccommending  to  the  men  either  to  volunteer  as  spies  or 
to  enlist  in  the  Federal  troops. 

This  arrangement  is  proposed  on  the  presumption  that  the 
Secretary  at  War's  communication  is  satisfactory  to  the  Gov- 
ernor on  the  subject  of  a  permanent  defence  of  the  Frontiers. 
I  think  it  would  be  imprudent  to  enter  into  this  arrangement, 
however,  or  to  suggest  it  to  the  officers  for  sometime.  Per- 
haps a  dela}'  of  two  or  three  weeks  will  prevent  the  necessity 
of  any  furtlier  proceeding,  by  the  accounts  of  peace,  or  some 
unexpected  &  untoward  event  may  render  a  more  powerful 
exertion  unavoidable. 


COL.  WILLIAM  CRAVn'FORD  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


Muddy  Creek,  Juhj  ye  SOth,  1792. 
Sir: — This  Evening  I  Rcc'd  an  allarming  acc'tthat  the  fron- 
teers  is  in  a  Distressed  Setutatiou.  The  are  all  flying  on  Dunkert 
and  whitley  Creeks.  I  Shall  Start  this  Night  with  one  or  two 
of  my  Neighbours  to  try  If  I  Can  Porswaid  the  frontiers  to 
Make  a  Stand  for  a  Day  or  two,  untill  Thos.  Sidgwick  Returns, 
as  he  agreed  to  go  with  this  Express,  as  I  therefore  hope  that 
you  will  wea}^  their  Condetion  with  that]_Deliberation  that  In 
your  Discresion  you  think  meet.  I  hope  you  [will  Excuse 
haste  as  I  am  on  m}'-  weay.  The  Bearrer  Can  Inform  you 
forther. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  Most  obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

WM.  CRAWFORD. 
N.  B. — Sir,  If  it  is  your  way  to  Send  my  Son  Eight  or  Nine 
pounds,  By  the  Bearrer,  it  will  ablidge  j'our  humble  Serv't. 
To  Absol.m  Be.vrd,  Col. 


COL.  CULBERTSON  TO  GOVERXOR  MIFFLIN. 


Lewis  Towx,  August  2d,  1794. 
Sir: — I  had  the  honor  of  receiving,  on  21st  of  July,  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the   II th  of  the  same  month,  in  which 
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you  are  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  attend  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  Brigade  Inspector  during  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Nesbit.  Immediately,  on  the  receipt  of  it,  I  transmitted  the 
letters,  which  were  enclosed,  for  Generals  Patton  and  Bratton, 
to  those  gentlemen,  with  information  of  my  appointment,  and 
also  sent  the  letter  for  Mr.  Nesbit  to  Carlisle,  with  directions 
to  be  forwarded,  b}'  Post,  to  Fort  Pitt.  Tlie  day  subsequent 
to  the  receipt  of  your  packet,  I  received  advice  that  Mr.  Nes- 
bit had  returned,  and  was  then  at  Carlisle,  in  consequence  of 
which  1  forebore  issuing  any  orders  to  the  officers  of  the 
Mifilin  Brigade,  or  to  the  Commanders  of  the  Volunteer  Corps, 
untill  the  29th  of  the  same  mouth,  when  upon  being  apprized 
that  Mr.  N.  had  not  returned,  in  pursuance  of  your  Excellen- 
cy's instructions,  I  thought  it  proper  to  write  to  the  Captains 
of  the  various  Companies  in  the  Brigade  for  returns  of  the 
number  of  enrolled  militia,  &c.,  to  the  Commanders  of  the 
three  Volunteer  Light  Infantry  Companies,  &  to  the  Capt.  of 
the  Mifilin  Town  Troop  of  Light  Horses.  Copies  of  these  let- 
ters are  now  enclosed. 

The  number  of  Militia  Companies,  which  are  included 
within  my  circle  of  inspection,  amounts  to  forty  ;  but  from 
the  difficulty  of  immediate  communication  with  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  this  country,  I  have  not  been  enabled  to  trans- 
mit letters  prepared  for  the  purpose  to  more  than  twenty 
of  the  Captains  ;  however,  expect  in  about  two  days'  time 
to  have  them  all  notified,  allowing  to  those  not  yet  instructed, 
two  weeks  from  this  time  to  make  their  returns.  The  com- 
manders of  the  Volunteer  Companies  of  Light  Infantry,  &  the 
Commander  of  the  Troop  of  Ilorse  have  received  their 
letters  of  information.  It  is  my  intention  also  to  send  a 
few  lines  to  the  Lieut.  Colonels,  requesting  them  to 
sanction  as  much  as  in  their  power,  and  to  forward  with  all 
their  zeal  the  proceedings  I  have  directed. 

It  is  proper  I  should  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  receipt  of 
the  military  stores  for  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin  Counties  the  day 
before  yesterday  ;  they  agree  in  every  respect  with  the  account 
accompanying  them,  except  in  the  number  of  flints,  which  fall 
fifty  short.  The  Huntingdon  stores  will  remain  here  untill  a 
proper  conveyance  might  offer,  ami  in  order  that  no  unnoces- 
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sary  delaj'  might  take  place,  I  instantly  dispatched  a  letter  of 
advice  to  Mr.  Cadwallader,  the  Brigade  Inspector,  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  am  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  inform  your 
Excelleuc}',  that  in  a  conferrence  with  Generals  Patton  and 
Bratton  yesterday',  they  approve  of  my  conduct,  and  think  the 
measures  I  have  taken  best  calculated  to  attain  the  end  pro- 
posed. With  respect  to  tlie  disposal  of  the  Stores  intended 
for  the  defence  of  this  County,  we  were  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  most  advisable  to  place  the  rifles  and  some  of  the 
powder  and  lead  in  the  custody  of  General  Patton,  who  from 
his  very  exposed  situation  and  want  of  military  stores,  would 
be  enabled  to  make  Use  of  them  to  the  greatest  possible  ad- 
vantage of  the  County  in  case  of  invasion  or  attack.  The 
General  is  willing  to  give  any  security  for  preserving  them 
safe,  and  for  the  proper  distribution  and  use  of  them  when  oc- 
casion may  require.  We  were  of  the  opinion  also,  that  their 
being  deposited  with  him,  would  tend  to  quiet  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  inhabitants  of  Nittany,  and  bind  them  to  the  de- 
fence of  that  frontier  where  they  would  have  the  means  of 
defence  in  their  power.  In  about  three  weeks,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  able  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  satisfactory  statement 
of  our  military  force  as  I  shall  endeavour  by  that  time  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  returns. 

The  duties  of  a  Brigade  Inspector  being  in  some  degree 
novel  to  me,  if  I  should  in  any  particulars  err,  your  Excellency 
will  attribute  it  to  a  deficiency  of  talent,  and  not  to  a  want  of 
Zeal  for  the  public  service.  But  having  Generals  Patton  and 
Bratton  to  consult  with  in  any  difficulties,  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  this  advantage,  co-operating  with  the  clear  and  ex- 
plicit instructions  I  hope  to  be  favoured  with  occasionally 
from  you,  Sir,  will  enable  me  to  discharge  my  duties  not  dis- 
reputably to  myself  and  for  the  public  welfare. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments 

of  unfeigned  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  humble  serv't, 
JOHN  CULBERTSON, 

Brigade  Insj/t,  i^ro  icm.,  dc. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 
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CIRCULAR  OF  COL.  CULBERTSON, 


Lewis  Town,  July  29111,  1794. 

Sir  : — It  is  proper  I  should  inform  you,  that  in  consequence 
-of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Thos.  Xesbit,  the  Gov'r,  in  a  letter  of 
the  eleventh  inst.,  has  appointed  me  to  attend  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  Brigade  Inspector.  You  are,  no  doubt,  ap- 
prized of  the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  nth  of  May  last,  for  organizing,  arming  and  equipping 
10,768  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  agreeably  to  the  Act  of 
Congress.  In  the  instructions  of  the  Governor,  which  I  now 
have  before  me,  is  the  following  provision  : 

"Should  any  independent  Corps  of  cavalry,  artillery  or  In- 
"  fantry,  ofl'er  voluntarily  to  engage  as  corps  in  the  service, 
"  you  are  authorised  to  signifj'  my  acceptance  of  their  ofier, 
"  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  brigades  to  which  they  are  re- 
"  spectively  attached." 

The  term  of  service  and  allowances  to  the  detachment,  are 
.generally  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Congress,  &c. 

As  it  is  my  duty  to  transmit  to  the  Governor  a  full  and  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  the  military  force  of  the  Mifflin  Bri- 
gade, You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  with  all  convenient 
speed  the  number  of  men  who  compose  your  volunteer  com- 
pany of  Light  Infantry,  their  military  equipments,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, &c.  You  will  be  pleased  also,  immediately  to  collect 
their  opinions  relative  to  their  willingness  to  serve,  in  case 
of  an  invasion  or  a  necessity  of  calling  them  into  actual  ser- 
vice This  measure  is  highly  necessary,  because  if  any  of 
them  refuse,  the  residue  of  the  quota  must  be  raised  from  the 
militia  of  the  Brigade  generally. 

If  convenient  then,  Sir,  within  ten  days  from  the  above 
date,  transmit  me  a  return  of  your  proceeding,  and  be  partic- 
ular with  respect  to  the  number  of  those  Volunteers  of  your 
company,  who  may  be  depended  upon  as  willing  to  turn  out- 
iu  the  cause  of  their  Country,  in  the  hour  of  danger.  Upon 
your  punctuality  and  attention  to  the  foregoing  instructions, 
47— Vol.'  IV. 
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I  must  rely  for  tlic  necessary  information,  to  enable  me  to 
make  a  satisfactory  representation  to  the  Executive  of  the 
State. 

1  am,  Sir,  y'r  ob't  &  hum.  Serv't, 

JXO.  CULBERTSOX, 
Brig.  Insp.,  jyro  tern. 

To    A     13.,    Comniand't   of  the Volunteer   Company    of 

Light  Infantry, 


CIRCULAR  OF  COL.  CULBERTSOX. 


Lewis  Town,  July  Z'yj'Ji,  1T94, 
Sir  : — It  is  proper  I  should  inform  you  that  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  Mr.  T.  X.,  the  Gov.,  in  a  letter  of  the  Ilth 
Ins.,  has  appointed  me  to  attend  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of -Brigade  Inspector  during  his  absence,  or  untill  further  in- 
structions on  the  subject.  In  performing  my  duty  agreeably 
to  said  appointment,  I  must,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  for 
the  necessary  information  to  be  furnished  to  the  Gov.  upon  the 
different  OHicers  of  the  Brigade.  You  will  tlierefore  be 
pleased,  within  two  weeks  from  the  above  date,  to  make  me  a 
return  of  the  number  of  enrolled  militia  in  your  Company,  the 
quantity  of  public  arms  in  their  custody,  and  their  general 
military  equipments.  I  must  also  request,  in  compliance  with 
the  Gov.'s  Instructions,  that  you  would  be  particularly  atten- 
tive to  impress  it  on  the  minds  of  individuals  who  compose 
your  Company,  that  the  penalties  incurred  by  every  delinquent 
will  be  strictly  and  legally  inforced  and  exacted.  Upon  your 
punctuality  and  attention  to  the  foregoing  directions  I  rely  for 
the  necessary  information  to  enable  me  to  make  a  satisfactory 
representation  to  the  Executive  of  the  State, 

And  am.  Sir,  Y'r  obt.  hum.  S't, 

JOHN  CULBERTSOX, 
Brig.  Jnsp.  pro  iem  ,  d-c. 
To  Cap.  ,  Com.  of Comp'y  of  Miffl'n  Militia. 
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THOMAS  RYERSON  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


MoRRisviLLE,  Aug.  lilJi,  1792. 
Sn;  : — The  few  days  that  will  bring  about  the  expiration  of 
the  services  of  the  Levies  makes  me  extremely  uneasj'.  I 
iniderstand,  indeed,  that  the  Militia  are  to  supply  their  places 
during  the  dangerous  season,  &  that  some  are  now  actually  in 
our  neighborhood  ;  but  I  do  not  learn  that  any  arc  to  be  placed 
near  these  Improvements.  The  Constant  menaces  and  threats 
of  the  Indians  induces  me  to  think  we  shall  be  very  much 
troubled  by  them  when  Capt.  Paul  withdraws,  lu  truth,  I 
cannot  think  of  continuing  my  family  here  unless  I  can  ex- 
pressly be  assured  of  some  protection,  for  I  have  only  now 
one  man  here  &  some  children.  I  am  sure  you  are  sensible  of 
the  expenses  we  have  been  at  in  these  Improvements,  &  of  the 
importance  of  keeping  up  this  frontier.  Our  Inhabitants,  too, 
are  very  much  tinned  by  the  Young  men  enlisting  in  the 
service.  If  you  think  proper  to  send  some  men  to  these  Im- 
provements &  the  contiijuous  settlers,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  it  early,  in  order  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  removing 
my  effects.  Capt.  Brady  has  told  me  that  one  or  two  of  the 
spies  will  be  kept  hereabouts,  but  they  will  mostly  be  in  the 
wood,  &  therefore  they  cannot  afford  that  protection  which 
our  particular  situation  requires. 

1  am.  Sir,  Your  most  obd.  Ser't, 

TIIO.  RYERSON. 
Col.  Baikd,  Vv'ashington. 


JOHN  MOORE  TO  COL.  BAIRD. 


Whiteley  Creek,  September  blh,  1792. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  beg  that  you  would  Send  the  Melitia  As  Quick 

as  Posibly  you  Can.     The  People  have  Fled  from  the  Head  of 

Dunkard  as  soon  as  the  Men  Left  them,  and  we  on  this  Creek 

are  Left  the  Fronteers,  And  the  People  Murmur  much  that 
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they  Arc  Loft  without  Relief  and  so  much  Exposed  to  Danger. 
We  have  an  Account  of  thirteen  Indians  Crossing  at  the  Mouth 
of  Sunfish  Creek,  which  I  Expect  you  have  an  Account  of  be- 
fore these  Comes  to  hand.  Sir,  the  Bearer,  Captain  Ilenr}' 
Dickison,  will  inform  you  of  our  Condition. 
With  Respects, 

I  am  your  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  MOORE. 
Mr.  A.  Beard,  Lieut.  Washingtou  county. 


COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFELIN, 


PniL.\D'A,  25  October,  1192. 
Sir  : — 1  am  of  Opinion  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint 
some  person  of  Confidence,  at  Pittsburgh,  to  pay  the  Troops, 
late  under  the  Command  of  Major  McCully,  in  the  service  of 
this  State,  as  the  Major  is  now  engaged  in  the  Service  of  the 
.United  States. 

John  Wilkins,  junior.  Esquire,  I  conceive  will  be  a  suitable 
person,  and  if  you  approve  of  his  being  employed  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  I  should  make  him  the  necessary  Advances, 
I  request  you  to  signify  your  Approbation  thereof. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  mo.  Obed't  Serv't, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 

Qu'r  31.  Gen.  Fenn'a. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 
I  approve, 
T.  Mifflin, 
Nov.  S,  1792. 
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GEN.  NEVILLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  OcCr'lbth,  1792. 
Sir  : — Ilaving  been  some  time  from  home  on  a  Juurney  to 
the  Southward,  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  communications  from  the  Secre- 
tary's office,  of  the  21st  Ult'o.  I  have  now  the  liouor  to  in- 
form your  Excellency,  that  I  have  conferred  with  General 
Wayne  respecting  the  defence  of  this  County,  and  that  the 
few  Militia  we  have  had  on  duty,  will  be  discharged  on  the 
31st  Inst.,  nor  will  any  more  be  call'd  into  service,  unless  in 
case  of  great  emergency  or  by  your  Excellency's  order. 

As  soon  as  possible,  the   Militia  accounts  of  this  county 
shall  be  made  out  &  forwarded  for  adjustment.     1  flatter  m}'- 
self  that  they  will  indicate  as  much  oeconomy  as  could  be  ex 
pected  in  similar  Circumstances. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Obedient  humble  Serv't, 

PRESLEY  NEVILL, 
Lieut.  Alleg'y  Connty. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Mifflin. 


THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ASSEMBLY  TO   SECRETARY 
DALLAS. 


Philadelphia,  idlh  Dec'r,  1792. 

4 

Sir  : — The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  those  parts  of 
the  Governor's  address  which  relate  to  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  and  the  papers  on  that  subject  accompanying  the  same 
request  that  you  would  lay  before  them  copies  of  all  papers, 
vouchers  &  accounts  relative  to  the  expences  incurred  for  that 
purpose  in  your  possession,  &  which  have  not  3'et  been  laid 
before  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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They  wibb,  especiall}',  to  get  the  details  &  several  items  of 
the  general  account  given  by  Clement  Biddle  as  Qirr  Master 
Gen.  of  Pennsilvauia. 

With  respect,  we  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  h'e  Serv'ts, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
DAVID  BRADFORD, 

Commiitee. 
A.  J.  Dallas,  E?q'r,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


COL.  JOliX  WILKINS  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


PiTTSBUKGH,  2\st  Dec't^,  1792. 

D'r  Sir  : — I  acknoledged  in  my  last  the  rec't  of  j^ours  of  the 
8th  inst.  Mr.  Jones  has  not  yet  arrived  here,  therefore  have 
not  received  the  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Guthrie's  comp'y. 

I  have  advertised  in  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette  that  I  would  at- 
tend at  Washington  the  4th,  at  Uniontown  7th,  &  at  Dennis- 
ton's  mill  the  17th  January,  to  pay  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  six  months'  State  militia,  &  I  have  wrote  to  the  cap- 
tains of  the  different  companies  accordingl}'.  Major  McCully 
has  not  jet  returned  ;  have  not  yet  got  his  accounts,  but  hope 
he  will  be  here  before  I  set  out.  1  would  not  have  appointed 
the  time  for  paying  at  the  different  places  untill  nis  return, 
but  was  affraid  I  might  suft'er  in  your  opinion  by  the  delay.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  account  of  those  men  who  were  en- 
titled to  pay  for  using  their  own  arms,  &  as  I  have  paid  off 
the  men  in  full  as  they  applycd,  I  have  been  oblidged  to  take 
the  word  of  those  who  used  their  own  arms. 

I  wish  you  would  inform  me  as  soon  as  you  can  the  allow, 
ance  you  will  make  Colo,  Irvine  for  his  services  as  inspector. 
He  wishes  much  to  know. 

I  left  an  account  of  Major  McCully's  against  the  State  for  an 
allowance  of  forrage  for  his  horse  whilst  in  service.  You  will 
please  inform  me  if  it  will  pass,  &  what  the  amount  is. 
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Will  there  be  an  allowance  to  the  officers  who  used  their 
■own  Riffles  in  the  service  ? 

Am,  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  Respect, 

Your  Hum.  Ser., 

JXO.  WILKIX5,  Jr. 
Col.  Clement  Biddle,  Philadelphia. 


COL.  JOHN   WILKIXS  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


PiTTSBUiiGii,  2Slh  Dec')',  1792. 

D'r  Sir: — I  now  enclose  to  you  a  stated  account  of  Colo. 
John  Irvine,  who  acted  as  inspector  to  the  State  militia.  If 
you  approve  of  it,  I  will  draw  on  you  for  the  amount.  There 
is  an  order  among  the  papers  I  left  with  you  for  the  payment 
of  it  to  me,  &  I  have  made  him  advances  on  account  of  it  to 
him. 

Among  the  papers  I  left  with  you,  there  was  an  account  of 
Dr,  Baird  for  attending  a  wounded  man  of  Capt'n  Paul's  com- 
pany, you  will  please  examine  it,  as  1  have  paid  him. 

There  was  a  Rifile  loss'd  by  one  of  Capt.  Paul's  men.  when 
chased  by  an  Indian,  who  fired  at  him,  &  broke  it  in  his  hand. 
Is  he  to  be  paid  for  it. 

Am,  Sh',  your  Hum'l,  Serv't, 

JNO.  W1LKIN3,  Jr. 

Clemext  Biddle,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


COL.    JOHN    WILKINS   TO    COL.    CLEMENT    BIDDLE. 


Pittsburg Fi,  3[d  Dec'r,  1792. 

Sir: — I  set  out  to-morrow  morning  to  Washington,  &  from 

thence  to  Fayette,  to  pay  the  officers  &  men  residing  in  those 

districts,  of  which  I  have  some  time  given  notice  by  writeing 

to  the  Captains,  &  advertising  in  the  Pittsburgh   Gazette.     I 
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enclose  a  Statement  of  the  money  due  on  the  pay  Rolls  «fc  on 
other  accounts,  with  the  money  rec'd  by  Major  McCuUy  & 
inyself.  I  will  draw  for  the  ballance  as  it  becomes  necessary. 
The  oflScers  have  requested  me  to  know  from  you  if  they 
would  be  allowed  anj^thing  for  their  expenses  whilst  recruit- 
ing— some  of  their  accounts  for  that  purpose  I  left  with  you 
among  the  other  papers — please  inform  me  on  this  subject  as 
soon  as  you  can. 

Am,  with  Respect, 

your  Hum.  Servant, 

JNO.  ^YILKINS,  Jr.     ' 
Clement  Biddle,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia. 


COL.  JOHN  AVILKINS  TO  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


PiTTSBnRGii,  ll('/t  Jan''y,  1793. 

Sir: — I  just  received  yours  of  the  6th  instant.  I  have  been 
at  AVashington  &  Faj^ette  agreeable  to  my  appointment,  &  have 
paid  off  the  men  of  Paul's  &  Stevenson's  Companies.  I -pro- 
ceed next  week  to  Denniston's  mill  to  pay  Guthrie's.  I  have 
been  under  the  greatest  difficulty  in  sitling  with  the  officers, 
as  from  your  first  letter  you  seemed  to  doubt  whether  the 
officers  should  be  paid  agreeable  to  the  pay  rolls  or  not.  But 
as  I  had  no  other  Guide  than  the  pay  Roll,  I  have  went  by 
that  &  paid  them  accordingl3\ 

I  wrote  to  you  in  ni}^  last  about  Major  McCuUy 's  forrage  account,, 
and  about  an  account  of  Dr.  Baird  which  I  have  paid  &  which 
account  is  with  you.  I  also  mentioned  a  man  of  Paul's  who 
had  lost  his  gun  by  the  Indians,  &  if  he  should  be  paid  for  it. 
I  enclosed  to  you  a  statement  of  money  which  I  made,  &  the 
payment  which  I  had  received.  I  wish  to  know  your  ideas  of 
the  same,  as  I  should  not  like  to  Draw  for  money  ^c  have  my 
bill  rejected.  If  j'ou  have  any  objections,  I  would  like  to  know 
them  before  I  would  go  on  farther. 
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You  may  depend  on  my  Care  in  forwarding  Gen'I  Wilkeson's 
letter,  or  m  doing  anything  in  this  Country  you  shall  direct  me. 
Am  your  Hum'le  Serv't, 

P  ,      T.  ^.  '^^^-  WILKINS,  Jr. 

Colo.  BiDDLE,  Q'r  Mast'r  Gen.  State  Penn'a. 


THOMAS   TPJJLOCK  TO  THOMAS  STOKELY. 

Whiteley  Creek,  January  llth,  1793. 
Dear  Sir  .--After  my  Love  and  Compliments  to  you,  I  'in- 
form you  that  the  Indians  were  Discovered  on  the  waters  of 
Fish  Creek  yesterday,  both  by  Hunters  that  were  out  and 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Dunkard  Creek.     The  fronteers  at 
this  time  seems  to  be  under  Great  fears,  and  has  made  Aplica- 
tion  unto  me  this  morning  What  they  must  Do.     I  told  them 
that  I  would  Accquint  our  Government  with  what  they  had 
Related  to  me  and  that  I  would  be  Keady  to  serve  them  on 
any  Occasion  as  far  as  I  Could,  and  they  at  the  same  time 
place  Much  Confidence  in  you  to  make  Provision  for  the  Dis- 
tressed Fronteers.     I  am  willing  to  serve  my  Country,  and  if 
you  think  me  worthy  of  any  place  on  the  Occeasion  I  will 
thankfully  Acknowledge  it.     We  hear  of  no  Provision  made 
for  us  as  yet.     Pray,  Sir,  Do  not  forget  us,  but  make  Imediate 
Application   which  may  be  Early  to  our  Kelicf ;  in  so  Doing 
It  wm  Tend  much  to  your  Honour  and  Credit ;  your  Friends 
here  Rely  much  on  your  Fidelity  to  serve  them 
I  would  not  be  further  Tedious,  but  Remains, 

Your  Sincere  Friend, 

To  Mr  T„n„,^  c:  T.     ,  THOMAS  TRULOCK. 

10  Mv.  iH0M.\s  Stokelv,  Esc]  r. 
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COL.    CHARLES    CAMPBELL   TO    WILLIAM   FINDLEY 


February  22nd,  1793. 

Sir: — I  Send  you  the  Pay  Roolesforthe  Spyes  and  The  Mil- 
litia,  and  Two  Bills  for  Doctor  Walls,  for  Curing  the  Two 
Wounded  Soldiers  of  the  Millitia,  and  A  Praisement  of  A  Gun 
that  Was  Lost  in  Actual  Service. 

I  have  Been  At  Head  Quarters  with  General  Wayne,  and 
Drew  the  Pay  for  the  Spyes  to  the  first  of  Agust.  If  you 
Vfould  Spake  to  the  Secratary  of  War,  if  the  Spyes  will  be 
Continued  this  Ensuing  Spring,  as  I  Cannot  Continue  them  Af- 
ter the  have  Been  Discharg'd,  As  I  did  Not  Wish  to  Continue 
them  In  the  winter  Season.  The  People  on  the  froonteers  is 
Getting  Uneasey,  as  there  Seems  to  be  No  Guard  for  them  At 
the  Present,  and  the  Winter  Hath  Been  Very  Open  and  the 
are  Affraid  as  that  the  New  Law  Will  Not  Likely  Give  them 
As  Good  Support  as  the  former  One,  or  at  Least  the  change 
of  the  Of.  Comand  in  the  Count}',  l\Iight  Not  Pay  As  mutch 
Attention  to  the  wellfare  of  their  Sittuation,  as  the  Are  mutch 
affraid  that  A  Change  will  Take  Place.  All  I  wish.  It  May  Be 
Allways  for  the  Better.  I  have  Been  With  Capt.  and  Major 
Craig,  and  we  Have  All  Consulted  on  the  Best  Tracts  that  AVe 
Can,  and  Would  Get  them  If  you  were  Agreed.  I  have  En- 
terse'ed  with  the  Surveyor,  If  Posible,  to  Give  All  Indulgence 
Posible,  Whitch  I  Will  Inform  you  As  Soon  as  you  Come 
Home.  I  have  Scent  you  Marches'  Power,  and  he  Sayeth  that 
there  is  four  years  Pay  Comeing,  and  wishes  If  you  Could't 
Know  Where  He  Getteth  his  Land  and  where  He  Shall  obtain 
His  Deed.  You  Will  Please  to  Pay  Moses  Fisher  Ten  Pounds 
for  me,  on  Behalf  of  James  Simpson  Weaver,  as  It  will  Save 
him  of  Sending  down  the  Money,  and  If  you  Can  Get  A  Good 
Gown  Patren  for  Mrs.  Campbell,  as  there  is  Not  Any  In  the 
Goods  that  Mr.  Deniston  Sent  to  me. 

I  Remain  your  Humble  Serv't, 

CHAS.  CAMPBELL. 

Wii.  FixDLEY,  Esq'r. 

N.  B. — I  have  Been  Perplexed  to  Get  the  Numeration  List  of 
the  Millitia  from  the  Ofhcers.  I  yet  Want  one  Battullion,  But 
I  will  Send  them  Next  Post. 

C.  C. 
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COL.  CHARLES   CAMPBELL  TO   GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Blacklick,  Felu'ry  21111,  1793. 
Sir  : — I  Send  you  A  Return  of  Each  Battalliou  of  Millitia  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Between  the  j'cars  of  Eighteen  And 
forty-five  years  of  Age  Agreeable  to  j'our  Order  to  me.  The 
Froonteers  of  this  County  Seems  to  be  Afraid  of  Getting  A 
Stroke  from  the  Indians  this  Spring,  as  the  AVinter  Ilath  Been 
Very  Open  And  Clear  of  Snow  in  these  Parts,  and  thier  Hear- 
ing of  the  New  Law  to  take  Place  And  the  Are  Afraid  that 
you  may  not  have  it  in  your  Power  to  grant  them  as  Good  As- 
istance  as  you  had  under  the  Oald  Law,  as  the  Seem  All 
to  Depend  mutch  on  your  Having  Sutch  love  and  feelling  for 
thier  Distressed  Sittuation.  Although  there  hath  not  Been 
Any  Damage  Done  for  Some  Time  Past,  yet  Any  Person  Who 
Will  Just  Think  of  the  Sittuation  A  Person  must  be  in  that 
Hath  His  family  Lying  at  the  Mercy  of  Sutch  a  Savage  Enemy, 
as  there  Cannot  be  Any  Warning  given  Before  the  Make  the 
Stroke,  the  mu.st  Think  It  "Would  be  But  Reasonable  that 
the  Would  Expect  Some  Guard.  If  there  Could  be  Some  Easier 
Plan  fell  Upon  to  guard  the  Froonteers  than  Drar.ghting  the 
Millitia,  I  Could  wish.  But  I  Allways  Rely  that  you  AVill  Do 
Every  thing  In  your  Power  to  have  the  froonteers  Protected. 
There  Is  About  Thirty  of  the  Continental  Soldiers  Stattioned 
At  the  Cattanian  and  At  Coe's  Stattion.  If  the  Spyes  Could 
be  Continued  on  the  Same  Plan  the  were  the  Last  Season,  It 
Would  give  the  froonteer  Inhabitants  Some  Reason  to  Believe 
that  the  Enemy  AVould  not  Get  To  Make  A  Stroke  Before  the 
Were  Discovered.  If  the  fronteers  Is  Given  Some  Asurance  of 
Assistance  The  Will  Put  in  thier  Spring  Crops  ;  if  Not,  there 
will  A  Number  of  them  Move.  I  Will  Do  Every  thing  in  my 
Power  to  Prevent  them  from  Breaking. 

.1  Remain  your  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

CIIAS.  CAMPBELL. 
His  Exeellencv  Tho^.  Mirrr.ix. 
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GEN.  KNOX,    SECRETARY    OF   WAR,    TO    GOVERNOR 
MIFFLIN. 


"War  Department,  April  2it]i,  1793. 

Sir— The  President  of  the  United  States  has  particularly 
directed  me  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  proposed 
treaty  with  the  hostile  Indians  North  of  the  Ohio  will  be  held 
at  lower  Sandusky,  to  commence  about  the  first  day  of  June 
next.  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  Treaty  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  success  thereof,  as  well  as  to  the 
safety  of  the  Commissioners,  that  all  hostile  incursions  of  the 
White  Inhabitants  into  or  near  to  the  Indian  Country  North 
of  the  Ohio  should  be  absolutely  prohibited  until  after  the 
treaty  be  closed. 

The  commanding  General  of  the  Troops  has  been  directed 
to  issue  a  proclamation  to  this  effect,  and  the  President  re- 
quests that  you  would  be  pleased  to  take  such  measures  in  the 
premisses  with  your  frontier  Citizens  as  shall,  in  your  Judg- 
ment, be  most  effectual  to  prevent  a  measure  which  might  be 
attended  with  highly  pernicious  consequences. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  inost  obed.  Servant, 

II.  KNOX, 


Ilis  Excellency  Governor  ]^,Iiffi.ix. 


Sec'y  of  TFar, 


DAVID  REDICK  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Waseixgtox,  C//t  2lay,  1793. 
Sir: — With  this  you  will  receive  twc^ Bonds,  taken  from  the 
Brigade  Inspectors.  It  was  expected  by  them  that  Bonds 
would  have  been  sent  prepared  for  signing.  I  took  them  with 
some  reluctance,  not  haveing  received  any  instructions  from 
you  on  the  Subject,  but  knowing  from  your  pressing  letter  to 
deliver  the  packages  Sent  by  the  late  Messenger,  ^and  that  yc 
militia  must  be  organized  by  a  Short  day,  and  finding  b}'  the 
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Act  of  Assembly  that  those  ofllcers  could  not  proceed  to  busi- 
ness untill  they  had  first  given  Bond,  and  supposeing;  that 
hurry  of  business  had  most  probably  been  the  cause  of  your 
silence  on  the  Subject  of  bonds,  Isubraited  to  these  Solicitations. 
J  hope  the  bonds  will  be  satisfactory  ;  haveing  had  no  form,  I 
was  obliged  to  make  one.  If  any  thing  has  been  omited,  no 
doubt  the  gentlemen  will  execute  others. 

1  am,  Sii',  with  Esteem  and  respect, 

Your  most  obed't  Ser't, 

DAVID  REDICK. 

A.   J.    D.\LLA3,   E.-q. 


APPOINTMENTS  IN  THE  MILITIA  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Appointments  in  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania  made  by  the 
Governor,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly', 
passed  on  the  11th  day  of  April,  1793. 

Adjutmit  General  of  the  Militia. 
Josiah  Ilarmar,  appointed  11  Ap.,  1793. 

I  Dimaion  :  Maj.  Gen. — James  Irvine,  app'd         13  Ap.,  1793. 

1  Brigade — City  of  FhiVa  : 

Brig.  Gen.— Thos.  Proctor,  app'd         12  Ap.,  1793. 

Brig.  Insp'r.— B.  J.  Nicolas,  ap'd  11  Ap.,  1793. 

2  Brigade — Co.  of  PhiVa  : 

Brig.  Gen. — Jacob  Morgan,  app'd  ]9Ap'r,  1793. 

Brig.  Insp. — Jos.  Kerr,  app'd  11  Ap.,  1793. 

//  Division — Moj.  Gen : 

Copying  from  the  Original  List  of  app'tm'ts,  except  that 
of  the  9th  Division,  is  thus  altered  : 

1  Brigade — Westm'd  Co. 

3  Brigade — The  townships  of  Green,  Cumberland,  Franklin, 
Morgan,  &  East  Bethlehem,  in  the  Co.  of  Washington. 

2  Brigade — Co.  of  Washington,  except  the  Townships  of — 

4  Brigade — County  of  Fayette,  &c. 
f)th  Brigade — County  of  All'gheny. 

Taken  from  the  Records  of  the  Executive  Department. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary. 
Sec.  Off.,  Pli'a,  1th  May,  '03. 


750  FiiONTIER  DEFEN'CE. 

GOVEUXOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  IIARMxVR. 


Philad'a,  25th  May,  1793. 
Sir: — The  Coamiuuicatiuns  which  I  have  receiv'd  irom  tho 
President  of  the  United  States  may  eventually  render  it  neces- 
sary to  call  a  detachment  of  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia  and  County  of  Delaware  into  Service,  shou'd 
any  Hostilit}'  be  Committed  by  the  present  Belligerent  powers 
within  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  State,  or  any  Privateers  be  un- 
lawfully equipped  in  the  Port  of  Philadelphia.  You  will  be 
pleased,  therefore,  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  Organiza- 
tion of  those  parts  of  the  Militia. 

1  am.  Sir,  Your  most  Obcd't  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
To  JosiAii  IIarmsu,  Esq'r,  Adj't  Gen'l  of  the  Militia  of  Pen- 
sylv'a. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


CUSSEWAUOA,   ON  FkEXCH  CrEEK, 

July  Hill  1793. 
Honoured  Sir  : — A  Sergeaiit's  Command  has  been  Stationed 
here  some  time  past  for  the  Protection  of  the  Lihabitants,  But 
we  have  Just  now  been  informed  of  Marching  Orders  for  those 
troops  to  Join  the  Grand  Army  Down  the  Ohio  ;  of  Course  the 
post  will  be  evacuated,  and  the  Settlement  of  the  Country 
much  Discouraged. 

Therefore  we  Bequest  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
Order  a  Sergeant's  Command  to  Support  the  Post,  which  in  a 
Short  time  will  be  the  means  of  Promoting  a  Numerous  Set- 
tlement. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitans, 

Your  most  Obedient  &  verry  Humble  Servant, 

DAVID  MEAD. 
Governor  Miflix. 
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COL.  CHARLES    Ca:uPBELL  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Greexsburgii,  July  23(7,  1793. 
Sir: — It  A  pears  as  It  Would  be  very  Nessary  that  there 
Would  Be  Some  Copyes  of  the  Late  Millitia  Law  Sent  To  this 
County  as  soon  as  the  Can  be  got  Printed,  as  A  Gireat  Number 
of  the  People  Hath  Not  yet  IJad  the  Oppertunity  of  Hearing 
It,  So  As  the  Can  Know  what  is  tliicr  Duty.  And  as  It  xipears 
Most  Likeley  that  the  Treaty  Will  Not  be  Got  Efi'ected  And 
as  Soon  As  The  Indians  Knowcth  that  there  is  No  more  Hopes 
of  Getting  Any  Presents,  We  May  Expect  A  Stroke  Made  By 
them  On  Some  Part  of  Our  froonteers.  If  It  is  By  the  Corn 
Planter's  Nation,  Westmoreland  County  May  Expect  To  feel 
It,  as  the  Live  So  Near,  and  It  is  most  Likeley  he  v.ill  take  A  De- 
cided Part  as  Soon  at  the  Result  treaty  is  Known.  If  It  is 
Not  in  their  favour,  and  Should  Any  Large  Number  Come 
Against  Us,  there  Is  No  Instruction  Given  to  Any  Person  to 
Order  Out  Any  Part  of  the  Millitia  In  Case  of  An  Invasion 
On  Our  County.  I  Could  Wish  you  to  Send  Orders  to  Some 
Person,  So  as  We  Should  Know  Where  to  A  ply  If  Sutch 
Should  be  NeedfuU. 

I  Remain  your  Obediaiit  Humble  Serv't, 

CIIAS.  CAMPBELL. 
His  Excellency  Thos.  Mifflin. 


GEN.  NEVILLE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN 


Pittsb'gh,  July  26lh,  1793. 
Sir: — The  inclosed  came  by  an  Indian  runner  two  days  ago. 
The  removal  of  the  Troops  Irom  Cussawago,  occasions  uneasi- 
ness to  that  Settlement,  &  I  think  threatens  its  dessolution. 
Mr.  Mead's  Application  to  me  is  no  doubt  owing  to  his  non- 
acquaintence  with  the  late  regulations  and  appointments  in 
the  Militia.  I  have  shewn  it  to  the  Brigadier  who  desires  me 
to  forward  it  to  you. 
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The  Treaty  had  not  began  a  few  days  ago,  the  Comraiss'is 
were  at  Detroit  waiting  for  the  Indians  who  were  assembling 
fast  at  Sandusk}-. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  Sir, 

Your  very  Obd't  Serv't, 

PRESLEY  NEYILL.  B.  In. 
Thos.  Mifflix,  Esq.,  Gov'r  of  Pennsyl'a. 


DAYID  MEAD  TO  GEN.  NEYILLE. 


CussEWAUGA,  July  ll//t,  1193. 
giR  : — We  are  Just  informed  that  the  Federal  troops  at  this 
Station  have  Orders  to  March  in  a  few  Days  down  the  Ohio  ; 
of  Course  the  Post  will  be  evacuated  and  the  settlement  of  the 
Country  much  Discouraged. 

Therefore  we  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  Order  a 
Sergeant's  Command  of  State  troops  to  support  the  Post,  But 
should  it  not  be  in  your  Power  to  grant  us  any  relief,  we  wish 
you  to  let  us  know  by  the  first  Oppertunity  what  Prospects  we 
can  have,  and  also  that  you  forward  the  Inclosed  letter  with- 
out Delay. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants, 

Your  most  Obedient  and 

very  Humble  Servant, 

DAYID  MEAD. 
Col.  Nevill. 


GEN.  JOHN  WILKINS  TO  GOYERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


PlTTSBUGH,  OUi  AurjH,  1793. 

Sir  : — I  had  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  2d  Instant.  The 
opinion  yua  require  from  me  I  will  give  with  the  utmost  satis- 
faction. 

The  company  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  county  is  no 
more  than  adequate  to  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the  countr}' 
east  cf  the  Allegheny  &  Ohio  rivers,  which  exposes  a  frontier 
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of  sixty  miles.  We  have  no  settlements  on  the  west  side  Alle- 
gheny &  Ohio  rivers,  but  Mead's  settlement  on  Cussawago, 
which  is  removed  above  one  hundred  miles  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  fronteer  above  described.  The  company  is  now 
distributed  in  very  small  parties  along  the  river,  to  give  con- 
fidence to  the  people  &  afford  a  protection  to  all  alike.  I  con- 
sider that  should  a  peace  not  take  place,  they  would  be  but  a 
feeble  defence  to  our  long  &  dispersed  fronteer.  The  settle- 
ment at  Cussawago  is  very  much  exposed,  being  greatly  re- 
moved from  any  other  settlement,  therefore  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  protect.  From  these  reasons.  Sir,  I  offer,  as  my  opin- 
ion, that  the  general  safety  of  Allegheney  will  not  permit  a 
draft  to  be  made  from  the  company  allotted  for  its  defence  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  post,  from  which  the  party  of 
Continental  troops  is  withdrawn. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  wished  that  the  Cussawago  inhabitants 
could  be  protected,  as  their  settlement,  tho'  now  but  small, 
would,  if  supported,  soon  rise  into  consequence.  There  is  no 
way  that  seems  likely  to  afford  them  protection,  but  a  draft 
from  the  militia — &  yet  it  would  appear  hard  to  drag  militia 
so  far,  especially  as  it  will  require  as  many  men  for  the  guard 
as  the  whole  settlement  consists  of.  I  think  the  number  ne- 
cessary to  send  would  be  an  officer  &  twenty-five  men,  to  be 
safe  themselves,  &  afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  tlie  utmost  respect, 

your  most  obt.  Hum.  servant, 

JNO.  WILKINS,  Jr. 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


GEN.  HENRY  TAYLOR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


'WAsniXGTON  County,  10 th  August,  1793. 
Sir  : — Your  Excellency's  leter  to  Gen'l  John  Minor  &  me, 
together  with  a  Coppy  of  his  Excelency  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia leter  to  you,  came  to  hand.    Desiring  that  the  Militia 
now  in  Actual  Service,  belonging  to  this  County,  might  be 
48— Vol.  IV. 


754  FKONTIER  DEFENCE. 

beter  Aranged  for  the  Defence  of  boath  States,  we  Accord- 
ingly met  and  compared  Sentiment  with  Col.  Biggs,  the  Com- 
manding OfEcer  of  Ohio  County,  and  we  Agreed  to  Send  a 
Lieutenant  &  20  men  to  the  Block  House  at  the  mouth  of  Yel- 
low Creek.  Capt.  Crawford  &  the  Remainder  of  his  men,  to  be 
Posted  on  fish  Creek.  I  hope  that  this  Arrangement  will  be 
Satisfactory  to  you  and  also  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  Col. 
Biggs  Said  he  could  not  make  any  alterations  in  there  Posts, 
as  he  had  not  Received  any  instructions  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  was  well  contented  with  the  arrangement  we  made, 
and  said  as  Soon  as  he  Received  Orders,  would  compare  Sen- 
timent with  us,  and  make  it  convenient  for  the  Protection  of 
the  frontier  inhabitants  of  boath  States. 
I  have  the  Ilonour  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  Humble  Serv't, 

HENRY  TAYLOR, 

Excelencv  Tnos.  Miffi.i.v. 


GEX.  KNOX,  SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  TO  GOVERNOR 
MIFFLIN. 


War  Department, 

September  Sd,  17&3. 

Sir  : — I  am  instructed  by'the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  state  to  your  Excellency,  that  information  has  this  day 
been  received  by  express,  that  notwithstanding  the  utmost 
efforts  of  the  Commissioners,  th^  pacific  ovei'tures  to  the  hos- 
tile Indiaits  north  of  the  Ohio  have  been  rendered  abortive  by 
their  insisting  upon  the  Ohio  as  the  boundar3\ 

That  the  Commissioners  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit 
River  on  the  21st  of  July,  and  waited  there  until  the  17th 
ultimo,  when  having  received  the  definitive  answer  of  the 
Indians,  the  Commissioners  sailed  for  P\)rt  Erie  where  they 
arrived  the  23d  ultimo. 
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The  Commissioners  were  not  even  admitted  to  an  interview 
with  the  body  of  the  hostile  Indians,  but  the  communications 
were  carried  on  by  deputations  from  them. 

It  appears  the  tribes  most  determined  for  war  are  tlie  Wyan- 
dots,  Delawares,  Shawanese  and  Miamis,  althouj^h  it  is,  said 
a  considerable  proportion  of  these  were  for  peace. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Six  Ivations,  including  Captain 
Brandt  and  his  ilohocks,  strong-ly  urg-ed  tlie  hostile  Indians  to 
make  peace  with  the  United  States. 

Affairs  being  thus  circumstanced  it  is  probable  that  the 
sword  only  can  afford  ample  protection  to  the  frontiers. 

It  is  understood  that  the  militia  embodied  on  the  frontiers 
of  Pennsylvania  under  your  orders  together  witli  the  patroles 
called  scouts,  are  deemed  sufficient  for  their  defence.  But  it 
may  be  proper  to  caution  the  people  immediately  that  every 
measure  necessary  to  guard  against  surprize  should  be  adopted. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

II.  KNOX 
His  Excellency  Oovenior  Mifflix. 


GEN.  JOHN  GIBSON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


PiTTSBL'KCH,  SiipV r  20lh,  1793. 
Dear  Sir  : — Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
manding oflicer  at  Fort  Franklin  to  Colo.  Clark,  the  command- 
ing officer  at  this  place,  with  a  speech  delivered  by  the  Corn- 
planter's  nephew  who  was  sent  by  the  Cornplanter  to  Fort 
Franklin.  As  it  contains  very  disagreeable  news,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  transmit  it  to  you.  I  shall  take  such  steps  as, 
with  the  opinion  of  the  principal  Officers  and  Gentlemen  may 
be  thought  Best  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers.  As  the 
Express  is  waiting,  I  have  only  time  to  add,  that  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  respect,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble Servant, 

JNO.  GIBSON 
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CHARLES  CAMPBELL  TO  GEN.  IIARMAR. 


*  Black  Lick,  Ocr6V5^/i.  1793. 

Sir  : — I  Received  your  Letter  of  the  fith  of  September,  1793, 
with  the  Inclosed  Copies  Mentioned  in  s'd  Letter ;  the  froon- 
teers  was  mutch  alarmed  By  the  Information  the  Received  By 
an  Indian  Runer,  Sent  by  Cornplanter,  of  a  Party  of  Indians 
being  to  strike  Some  Part  of  the  froonteers.  On  the  Alarm  a 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  Meat,  And  It  Was 
Unanimously  agreed  that  there  Should  be  one  Company  of 
Men  Raised  and  Stationed  on  the  froonteers ;  for  the  Militia 
Pay  It  was  Likewise  Aproved  of  By  General  John  Gibson,  and 
In  Hopes  of  It  Being  Aproved  of  By  the  Governor.  General 
Jack  and  Myself  gave  the  Officers  the  Instructions,  and  the 
Men  Is  Now  on  Duty  whitch  Seemeth  To  Quiet  the  Minds  of 
the  People  on  The  froonteers. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

CHAS.  CAMPBELL, 
Br.  Inspector  of  West.  County. 
.Jos.  Hakm.vr,  Adj.  General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


GEN.  JOHN  GIBSON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN, 


PiTTSEUKGH,  OcV r  5th,  1793, 
Sir  : — The  Brigadier  General  and  Inspector  of  Allegheny, 
have  informed  me  that  no  commissions  have  been  rece'd  for 
the  officers  of  the  Company  of  artiller}',  and  requested  me  to 
write  to  your  Excellenc}',  and  inform  you  that  they  were  in- 
cluded in  the  Gen'l  Return,  as  they  have  Been  at  a  very  con- 
siderable Expense  in  procuring  their  Uniform,  and  are  Com- 
pleatly  organized  agreable  to  Law.  I  hope  nothing  may 
have  happened  to  prevent  their  obtaining  commissions. 
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Since  my  last  nothing  Material  has  happened  ;  should  any 
thing  occur,  I  shall  give  you  the  Earliest  information. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  ob'd't  humble  Serv't, 

JNO.  GIBSON. 
The  names  of  the   officers   are,   George   Robinson,   Cap't ; 
James  Kerwan,  1st  Lieut.  ;  Jno.  Hannah,  2d  Lieut. 
Thomas  Mifflix,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


CAPT.  JOHN  VVOODSIDE  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Philadelphia,  October  2Zrd,  1793. 

Sir: — I  called  at  Gen'l  Procto^r's  quarters  this  morning  with 
the  inclosed,  but  finding  that  Gentleman  out  of  town,  I  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  forward  i±  directly  to  you  Sir,  least  "embar- 
rassments" should  arise  froni  a  want  of  timely  information  of 
the  present  circumstances  in  which  the  6th  Comp"y  of  artil- 
lery stands. 

I  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  repeat  my  desire  to  pay  the  most  respect- 
ful attention  to  your  opinion,  and  however  I  may  differ  as  to 
the  expediency  of  Lieut.  Thompson's  being  "permitted  to  con- 
tinue till  the  next  day  of  relief,''  taking  into  consideration  his 
conduct,  which  as  an  officer,  I  am  willing  to  undertake  to 
prove,  is  very  reprehensible,  yet  as  I  believe.  Sir,  that  your 
opinion  is  founded  upon  a  desire  to  avoid  an  encrease  of  the 
troubles  with  which,  under  the  present  awful  dispensation  of  di- 
vine Providence,  our  City  is  afflicted,  I  readily  acquiesce  in 
the  measure. 

Had  it  not  been  from  these  considerations,  I  should  never 
have  consented  to  let  any  of  my  Officers  relieve  Lieut.  Thomp- 
son, unless  the  orders  had  been  immediate  and  peremptory, 
and  he  put  under  arrest.  I  would  attribute  his  not  being  ar- 
rested immediately,  to  that  delicacy  which  his  case,  as  just  los- 
ing his  wife,  would  point  out — though  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  was  but  a  compliment  to  your  own  feelings. 
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If  we  are  nut  ordered  to  march,  and  are  induced,  neverthe- 
less, out  of  respectful  attention  to  our  Colo.,  as  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  militia  and  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsjd- 
vania,  to  relieve  the  Guard  at  Fort  Mifflin,  out  of  our  regu- 
lar tour  of  duty  ;  that  irregularity,  occasioned  by  the  whim 
&  foliy,  to  say  the  least,  of  a  Gentleman,  of  whom  I  would 
never  have  expected  such  treatment  as  an  Officer.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  company  will  not  meet  with  any  difficulty  in 
receiving  the  pay  to  which  they  will  be  Justly  entitled,  for 
the  performance  of  an  extra,  or  rather  an  extended  tour  of 
duty,  for  as  Capt.  of  the  6th  Comp'y  of  Artillerj^,  I  can  never 
relinquish  the  idea  of  our  being  actually  in  our  proper"  tour. 
AVe  are  now  under  orders,  these  orders  have  been  obeyed  on 
my  part,  as  tar  as  circumstances  would  justify;  these  circum- 
stances', as  they  relate  to  the  object  immediately  demanding 
attention,  having  been  reported,  I  only  wait  for  orders  to  con- 
tinue the  tour  a  week  longer. .  As  soldiers,  though  called  out 
only  for  a  week's  tour,  yet  if  our  Commanding  Officer  from 
the  exigency  of  aflairs,  finds  it  necessary  to  extend  the  time 
as  much  longer  as  the  emergency^iould  continue,  we  are  to 
obey  ;  but  if  we  volunteer,  especially  under  our  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, we  insist  upon  assurances  that  ever}'  reasonable 
demand  which  has  been  suggested  may  be  fully  complied  with. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  Obcd't  humble  Serv't, 

JNO.   WOODSIDE, 
Gapt.  Qth  Comity  ArlVy. 

Thomas  Miffijx,  Esq'r.,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  &c. 


GEN.  JOHN  GIBSON  TO  GOVI^RNOR  MIFFLIN, 


Pittsburgh,  Nov'r  15th,  1793. 
Dear  Sir  : — The  Brigadier  Generals  of  the  Counties  of 
Westmoreland,  Washington  and  Allegeney  have  called  on  Me, 
and  have  Shewn  me  the  Circular  letter  from  your  Excellency 
to  them,  and  have  requested  my  opinion  respecting  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Six  Months'  men  now  in  Service. 
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I  have  given  it  as  my  Opinion  that  ihoy  ought  to  be  con. 
tinned  at  least  until  the  result  of  the  present  Expedition  under 
Gen'l  Wayne  is  known,  or  until  the  frost  and  Snow  sets  in,  as 
after  that  time  very  little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
Indians. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  "most  obd't  Serv't, 

JNO.  GIBSON. 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Governor  of  the  State  Pens'a. 


GEN.  HENRY  TAYLOR  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN 


Pittsburgh,  l-ith  Xov^)\  179.3. 
D'r  S'r  : — Your  letter  of  the  28th  October  came  to  hand 
three  days  Since,  Requiring  me  to  make  report  whether  there 
exists  any  reasonable  cause  for  continuing  in  Service  the  Com- 
pany Stationed  for  the  Defence  of  Washington  County.  In 
Order  to  Compare  Sentiment  with  Genral  Gibson,  I  came  to 
this  place  last  night,  and  after  consulting  with  him  and  Genral 
Wilkins,  Agree  that  it  is  our  Oppinions  that  the  Said  Company 
ought  to  be  kept  in  Sarvice  untill  the  fate  of  the  western 
Armie  be  known,  or  untill  the  Meeting  of  the  Genral  Assemble. 
I  am,  D'r  s'r, 

Your  most  Obedent  Serv't, 

HENRY  TAYLOR, 
L\  G.  W.  M. 
Excellency  Thos.  Mifflin. 


GEN.  WILLIAM  JACK  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Gkeensbuegh,  19  Kov'r,  1793. 
Sir  : — I  had  the  honour  to  write  j^our  Excellency  by  post 
before  last,  respecting  the  additional  comp'y  under  Cap't 
Murray  which  has  been  for  some  time  stationed  on  the  fron- 
teers  of  this  County,  and  at  the  same  time  inclosed  a  copy  of 
my  first  letter  on  the  same  subject.     In  answer  more  particu- 
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larly  to  your  letter  of  the  28  ult.,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
that  having  consulted  with  General  Gibson,  and  with  several 
Militia  ofiScers  and  respectable  Characters  of  this  County,  it  is 
my  opinion  that  there  is  a  sufficient  reasonable  cause  for  con- 
tinuing in  service  the  company  raised  by  Law,  for  the  defence 
of  this  County,  either  untill  the  fate  of  the  Expedition  of  Gene- 
ral Wayne  is  known  to  be  successful,  or  untill  the  Winter 
sets  in,  so  as  to  render  any  danger  from  the  Incursions  of  the- 
Savages  unlikely,  by  reason  of  the  severity  of  the  Weather. 
1  am.  Sir,  your  most  ob't  Serv't, 

WM.  JACK. 
His  Exc'y  Governor  Mifflin. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


Phil' A,  28th  Feb.,  1794. 
Sir  : — The  readiness  with  which  the  Gen'l  Gove't  has  hith- 
erto aided  the  defensive  measures  of  Pen'a,  induces  me  to  re- 
quest the  loan  of  4  Brass  nine  pounders,  to  be  employed  in^ 
the  defence  of  our  Frontiers  ;  and  I  engage  that  they  shall  be- 
returned  when  required. 

I  am,  with  respect,  Sir, 

Y'r  most  obed.  Ser., 

THOS.  MIFFLIN. 
To  II.  Knox,  Esq.,  Sec'y  at  War. 


CIRCULAR  TO  THE  LIETUENANTS  AND  ENSIGNS   OF 
THE  THREE  DEFENSIVE  COMPANIES. 


Philadelphia,  Illarch  lat,  1794. 
Sir  : — Inclosed  I  Send  you  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  on  the  28th  ulto.,  and  providing  among 
other  things  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  ;  and  a  Commis- 
sion, by  which  you  are  appointed  of  the  Company,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  protecting  the  county   of under  the- 

command  of  Captain . 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  apply  immediately  to  Captain 


for  instructions  to  raise  your  compliment  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  ;  and  I  rely  upon  your  rendering  all  the  assis- 
tance in  your  power  in  that  respect,  as  well  as  upon  your 
zeal  and  spirit  in  executing  the  other  duties  of  your  Com- 
mission. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obcd't  Serv't, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Sam'l  Murphey,  Lieut.  Alleg. 

James  Patterson,  Ens.       do. 

Stephen  McUuffy,  Ens.  Westm'd. 


GEN.    KNOX,   SECRETARY    OF   WAR,  TO    GOVERNOR 

MIFFLIN. 


War  Department,  May  \9th,  1794. 

Sir  : — I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  transmit  to  j'our  Excellency,  the  Act  herein  enclosed,  en- 
titled "  An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States." 

In  pursuance  of  this  law,  the  President  desires  that  you  will 
take  eflectual  measures,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  organize,  asm, 
and  equip  according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning,  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  of  the  militia  ot  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  officers  in- 
cluded. 

The  said  officers  to  be  either  the  present  militia  officers,  or 
others  at  the  option  of  the  Constitutional  authority  in  your 
State. 

But  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  organization  of  the  said 
Corps  be  conformable  to  the  act  passed  the  8th  of  May, 
1792,  entitled,  "An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States." 

The  President  deems  it  expedient  to  authorise  your  Excel- 
lency to  accept  any  independent  corps  of  cavahy,  artillery,  or 
infantry,  as  part  of  the  aforesaid  detachment  of  ten  thousand 
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seven   hundred  and    sixty-eight  militia,    Provided  they  shall 
voluntarily  engage  as  corps  in  the  service. 

The  term  of  service  and  allowances  to  the  detachment  are 
mentioned  generally  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  act. 
But  it  is  conceived  proper  that  the  pay,  rations,  and  forage, 
be  more  precisely  specified  as  follows,  to  wit : 


liavk. 


Monthly  pay. 
Dollars. 


nations       ^  <^< 
per  Day.      ^   |^ 


Six, 

Twelve. 

Four, 

Ten. 

Three, 

Ten.  r  2 

Two, 

Six.      1 

Two, 

Six.  [q 

Two, 

Three, 

Ten. 

Two, 

Six. 

One, 

One. 

One. 

One. 

One, 

One. 

One. 

Major  General,  One  hundred  sixty-six,         Fifteen,  Twentj'. 

Brigadier  General,  One  hundred  and  four,         Twelve,  Sixteen. 

Lieut.  Col.  Conunandant,  Seventy-tive, 

INIajor,  Fift}', 

Captain,  Fort}', 

Lieutenant,  Twenty-six, 

Cornet,  Twenty, 

Ensign,  Twenty, 

Surgeon,  Forty-tive, 

Surgeon's  Mate,  Thirty, 

Serjeant  Major,  Seven, 

Quarter  Master  Serjeant,  Seven, 

Serjeant,  Six, 

Corporal,  Five, 

Senior  Musician,  ■        Six, 

Musicians,  Four, 

Privates,  Three, 

The  ration  of  provisions  to  consist  of  one  pound  of  beef,  or 
three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork ;  one  pound  of  bread  or  flour  ; 
half  a  jill  of  rum,  brandy,  or  whiskey,  or  the  value  thereof  at 
the  contract  price,  where  the  same  shall  become  due  ;  and  at 
the  rate  of  one  quart  of  salt,  two  quarts  of  vinegar,  two  pounds 
of  soap,  and  one  pound  of  candles  to  every  hundred  rations. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  President  that  your  Excellency 
would  immediately  take  the  most  effectual  means  that  the 
whole  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  not  comprised  within  the 
foregoing  requisition,  be  armed  and  equipped  according  to 
law. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  encreasing  rapidly  in  wealth, 
population,  and  importance  among  the  nations,  ought  not  to 
indulge  the  expectation  of  being  exempt  from  those  agitations 
and  dangers,  which  seem  inseparable  from  the  human  charac- 


FRONTIER  DEFENCE.  763 

tor.  But  it  is  our  highest  duty  that  we  should  be  in  a  perfect 
condition  to  preserve  and  defend  ourselves  against  every  in- 
jury to  which  we  may  be  liable  as  a  nation. 

The  President  therefore  hopes  for  a  prompt  and  universal 
compliance  with  the  law,  as  a  measure  upon  which,  under  the 
protection  of  Heaven,  our  freedom  and  security  may  depend. 
It  is  requested  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  transmit,  as 
early  as  may  be,  the  information  of  the  measures  which  may 
be  adopted  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of 
this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  KNOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Ilis  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


QUOTA  OF  THE    SEVERAL    BRIGADES    OF    PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 


Roll  designating  the  Quuta  of  the  several  Brigades  of  Penn- 
sylvania, towards  forming  a  Detachment  of  10,768  Militia, 
Officers  included,  agreeably  to  the  requisition  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  contained  in  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
at  War,  dated  the  19th  of  May,  1794. 

[Commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians and  privates,  in  due  proportions.] 

I.  Division' — I.  Maj.  General  Stewart. 

1.  Brigade— City  of  Philadelphia,  1.  Brig.  Gen. 

Proctor 835 

2.  Brigade—Count}'  of  Philadelphia 813 

II.  Division  : 

1.  Brigade — County  of  Bucks,  2.   Brig.  Gen. 

Murray 547 

2.  Brigade — County  of  Montgomery 515 

III.  Division: 

1 .  Brigade— County  of  Chester 622 

2.  Brigade — County  of  Delaware 262 
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IV.  Division — 2.  Maj.  Gen,  Hand. 

1.  Brigade — County  of  Lancaster 756 

2.  Brigade — County   of   York,   3.  Brig.   Gen. 

Miller 822 

V.  Division  : 

1.  Brigade — County  of  Berks G51 

2.  Brigade — County  of  Dauphin,  4.  Brig.  Gen. 

Hanna 410 

VI.  Division — 3.  Maj.  Gen.  Irvine, 

1.  Brigade — County  of  Cumberland 456- 

2.  Brigade — County  of  Franklin,  5.  Brig.  Gen. 

Chambers 421 

VII.  Division  : 

1.  Brigade — County  of  Northampton 555- 

2.  Brigade — County    of    Northumberland,  6. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wilson 456 

3.  Brigade — County'  of  Luzerne 166 

VIII.  Division: 

1.  Brigade— County  of  Bedford 331 

2.  Brigade — County  of  Huntingdon 20S 

3.  Brigade— County  of  Mifflin 291 

IX.  Division — 4.  Maj.  Gen.  Gibson. 

1.  Brigade — County  of  Westmoreland 410 

2.  Brigade — County  of   Washington,    except 

the  townhips  of  Green,  Cumberland,  Frank- 
lin, Morgan  and  East  Bethlehem. .    299 

3.  Brigade — Townships    of    Green,    Cumber- 

land, Franklin,  Morgan  and  East  Bethle- 
hem in  the  county  of  Washington 299 

4.  Brigade — County  of  Fayette,  7.  Brig.  Gen. 

Douglass 339 

5.  Brigade — County   of   Allegheny,    8.    Brig. 

Gen,  Wilkins 297 

10,756 

Major  Generals 4 

Brigadier  Generals  8 

10,768 
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The  foregoing  detachment  to  be  formed,  and  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  march  at  a  moment^s  warning,  according  to  the  follow- 
ing Divisions  : 

I.  Division — Maj.  Gen.  Stewart. 

1.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen.  Proctor. 

City  of  Philadelphia 835 

County  of  Philadelphia 813 

County  of  Delaware 262 

1,910 

2.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen.  Murray. 

County  of  Chester 622 

County  of  Montgomery 515 

County  of  Bucks 548 

1,685 

II.  Division- — Mij.  Gan.  Hand. 

1.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen,  Miller. 

County  of  York  822 

County  of  Lancaster 756 

1,578 

2.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen.  Ilanna. 

County  of  Berks 651 

County  of  Dauphin 410 

County  of  Northampton £55 

1,616 

III.  Division — Maj.  Gen.  Irvine. 

1.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen.  Chambers. 

County  of  Franklin 421  ^  .- 

County  of  Cumberland 456 

County  of  Bedford 331 

1  ,208 

2.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen.  Wilson. 

County  of  Huntingdon 203 

County  of  Mifflin 291 

County  of  Northumberland 456 

County  of  Luzerne 166 

1,116 
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IV.  Division — Maj.  Gen.  Gibson. 

1.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen.  Douglass. 

County  of  "Washington 698 

County  of  Fayette 339 

2.  Brigade — Brig.  Gen.  Wilkins. 

Count}'  of  Westmoreland 410 

County  of  Allegheny 297 
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GOVERNOR  MIFFLLN  TO  GEN.  JOHN  PATTON 


Philadelphia,  itJi  July,  1794. 
Sir  : — On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  ult'o,  I  made 
an  application  to  the  Sec.  at  War  for  a  supply  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  (asVou  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  my 
application,)  for  the  defence  of  our  frontiers  ;  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  1  shall^be  able  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  to  send  forward  a  proportional  quantity  for  the  use 
of  Mifflin  County. 

I  thank  j^ou  for  your  communication,  and  shall  be  happy  to 
receive  from  you  any  important  information^^  that  may,  from 
time  to  time,  occur. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed.  Serv., 

THOS.  MIFFLIN. 
Tj  Maj'r  Giu'l  Johx  Pattox. 
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GEN.  JOHN  BRATTON  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS- 


MiFFLix  County,  July  4:(h,  179-1, 
Sir  : — The  situation  of  our  Country  induces  me  to  trouble 
you  at  this  time.  Our  Brigade  Inspector,  Mr.  Nisbet,  is  re- 
moved out  of  the  County,  or  gone  on  business,  that  It  is  un- 
certain when  he  will  return  or  whether  he  will  continue  to  act 
in  that  business.  On  account  of  his  Absence  there  is  no  per- 
son to  arange  the  Business  of  the  Militia  of  this  County.  The 
Critical  situation  of  our  public  business  has  induced  a  number 
of  the  principle  Characters  of  our  County  to  request  me  to 
state  this  matter  to  the  Governour  that  he  may  take  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  think  necessary.  It  appears  to  us  to  reflect 
on  the  Character  of  our  County  that  we  are  the  only  part  of 
the  State  that  is  not  making  some  preparation  to  oppose  the 
enemies  of  our  Country. 

JNO.  BRATTON. 
A.  J.  Dallas,  Sec'y. 


\VM.  BROWN  TO  GOA^ERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Lewis  Town,  July  5th,  1794. 
Sir  : — At  tlie  particular  Request  of  a  number  of  Respecta- 
ble Characters  of  this  county,  we  take  the  Liberty  of  troub- 
ling your  Excellency  with  this.  From  all  appearances  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Indians  will  be  troublesome 
on  the  Frontiers  of  this  and  the  Neighbouring  County,  from 
which  Circumstances  it's  necessary  that  the  Militia  should  be 
arranged  &  put  in  some  situation  of  Defence,  as  yet  there  is 
not  anything  done.  Mr.  Nisbet,  the  Brigade  Inspector,  has 
left  the  County  some  Time  ago  and  it's  geneially  believed  that 
he  never  will  return  to  the  Duties  of  his  Office.  From  this  Cir- 
cumstance we  beg  that  some  Relief  may  be  granted  us,  by  ap- 
pointing some  other  Person  to  attend  to  that  Business.  Jno. 
Culbertson,  Esquire,  of  this  Place,  is  a  respectable  Character, 
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adequate  to  the  Duty  of  the  oflSce  of  Brigade  Inspector,  and 
would  give  a  general  Satisfaction  to  the  County  should  he  be 
appointed. 

General  Bratton  and  Andrew  Gregg-,  Esq'r,  have  wrote  to 
Mr.  Dallas,  your  Secretary  on  that  Subject. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  Hb'e  &  Obt.  Servants, 

WM.  BROWN, 


SAM'L  EDMISTON, 


His  Excellency  Thom.vs  Mifflin. 


GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN  TO  GEN.  JOHN  PATTON. 


Philadelphia,  llth  July,  1794. 
Sir  : — I  have  procured  a  supply  of  Arms  and  Ammunition 
which  will  be  immediately  forwarded  by  Colo.  Clement  Biddle, 
in  due  porportions,  to  the  Brigade  Inspectors  of  Luzerne, 
Northumberland,  Mifilin  &  Huntingdon.  I  have,  likewise, 
■authorised  those  OflBcers  to  make  Competent  drafts  from  the 
Militia  of  their  respective  Brigades,  to  repel  any  Actual  or 
threatened  invasion  or  attack.  And  it  only  remains  to  request 
that  you  will  give  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to  the  Brig- 
adier Generals  and  Brigade  Inspectors  within  your  division, 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  protection  and  defence  of  our 
fellow  Citizens,  who  are  exposed  to  the  annoyance  of  the  In- 
<iians. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed't  h'ble  Serv't, 

TIIOS.  MIFFLIN. 
To  JoHX  Pattox,  Esq'r.,  Major  Gen'l  of  the  Militia,  &c. 


t 
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SECRETARY  DALLAS  TO  GENERAL  KNOX. 


Secret.miy's  Office, 

Phila.,  nth  July,  1794. 
Sir: — In  Obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Governor,  I 
have  inclosed  an  Extract  from  a  letter,  which  he  has  received 
irom  General  Wilkin?,  dated  tlie  4th  instant.  Stating  more 
particular]}',  than  his  former  coramnnication,  the  Circumstances 
that  attended  the  Murder  committed  by  Robertson  on  an  In- 
dian at  Fort  Franklin. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed't  h'ble  Serv't, 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Sc-ch/  of  the  Commonwealth. 
To  Henry  Knox,  Esq'r,  Secretary  at  \Var. 


SECRETARY    DALLAS    TO  COL.    JOSIAII    CRAWFORD. 


Secretary's  Office, 
Fiiil'a,  Uth  July,  1794. 
Sir  : — I  have  receivM  your  Letter  of  the  28th  ult'o,  and  liave 
submitted  its  contents  to  the  consideration  of  the  Governor, 
vrho  is  of  opinion  that  the  drafts  of  Militia  to  form  the  De- 
tachment under  the  President's  requisition,  of  the  19th  of  May 
last,  ought  to  commence  with  the  first  class  in  the  present 
arrangement.  This  opinion  is  conformable,  I  believe,  to  the 
general  practice,  and  appears  to  be  the  only  one  that  can  in- 
troduce an  uniform  and  satisfactory  rule. 

The  Commissions,  which  your  several  returns  call  for,  have 
been  made  out,  and  will  be  sent  to  j'ou,  by  the  first  favourable 
oppertunity. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  Serv't, 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary, 
To  JosiAn  Crawford,  Esq'r,  Brigade  Inspector  of  Franklin, 
49— Vol.  IV. 
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JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


"Washington,  Ls/!  July,  1795. 

SiK  : — By  last  post  I  received  j^onrs  of  lytli  ult'u,  wliich, 
stating  a  general  report  and  belief  that  the  recent  hostilities 
committed  by  the  Indians  on  our  western  frontier,  have  been 
occasioned  by  previous  outrages  oflered  to  some  of  their  peace- 
able parties,  directs  me  to  institute  an  enquiry  on  this  subject, 
and,  if  any  lawless  aggressions  appear,  to  proceed  against 
them  in  the  proper  judicial  forms. 

On  the  8th  ult'o,  in  the  charge  to  thu  Grand  Jurj'  of  West- 
moreland county,  where  the  persons  who  fired  at  the  Indians 
on  the  Allegheny  river,  are  supposed  to  live,  and  where  a  de- 
tection of  the  facts  was  most  to  be  expected  ;  I  pointed  out, 
in  the  strongest  manner  I  could,  the  dangerous  tendency  of 
Buch  outrages,  and  the  obligations  on  the  jurors  to  disclose 
any  knowledge  they  might  have  of  this  transaction,  or  any  of 
its  circumstances.  Next  day  I  took  the  deposition  of  an  in- 
habitant of  that  county  who  was  in  the  vicinity  at  the  time  of 
the  outrage.  Before  leaving  thst  court,  I  requested  Judge 
Barr,  who  lives  nearest  to  the  frontiers,  to  collect  such  depo- 
sitions as  he  could  touching  this  aflair,  and  transmit  them  to 
me  ;  and  I  sent  to  Gen'l  Gibson  requesting  he  would,  as  soob 
as  possible,  forward  to  me  such  information  as  he  might  re- 
ceive, whether  the  wounded  boy  was  alive  or  dead.  The 
wounded  woman,  I  understood,  was  out  of  danger. 

I  have  delayed  issuing  any  warrant  in  expectation  of  hear- 
ing from  Mr.  Barr  and  Gen'l  Gibson,  which  I  have  not  yet 
done.  In  the  same  expectation  I  shall  delay  'till  the  return 
of  this  post  from  Pittsburgh.  After  that,  if  I  hear  nothing  of 
the  Death  of  the  boy,  and  get  no  further  information  as  to  the 
perpetrators  of  the  mischief,  I  shall  issue  a  warrant  as  for  a 
wounding  against  the  persons  whom  there  is  ground  to  sus- 
pect from  the  deposition  already  taken. 

So  far  as  I  could  discover  the   disposition   of  the  people, 
there  is  a  very  general  resentment  against  this  ofl'ence. 
I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obcd.  Serv't, 

ALEX.  ADDISON, 
The  Governor. 
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WILLIAM  BROWN  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN 


KisHA  cog  I'll. i.H  Va!,i,^:y, 

Juhj  2 -'11.  11 '.)5. 
To  his  Excellency  Thomas  ]\Iii--f!.ix,  E.-^quire,  Gvainvr  nj  tcii)-tr 

tiylvaaia : 
Sir  : — At  tlie  Request  vt  au  Unfortunate  Woniaii  \v1h»  lias 
had  her  Husband  taken  prisoner  by  tlie  Lidians  (ni  tin.'  hith 
day  of  June  near  Prencli  Creek,  in  the  party  that  were  almig 
witli  Capt.  VVni.  Power  Surveying,  and  as  wo  utulerstaiid  iliat 
there  will  be  a  Treaty  held  by  General  AVayne  sonic  time 
shortly  with  the  Indians,  I  have  taken  tlio  liberty  to  K(;iicit 
your  Excellency  to  write  to  General  Wayne,  or  any  other  Per- 
son you  may  think  proper,  in  order  to  try  if  he  may  be  l)rought 
in  Either  to  the  place  where  the  Treaty  may  hold  or  else  wiiere. 
The  man's  Name  is  James  Thompson,  a  Respectable  man  of 
Kishacoquillis  Valley,  Mifflin  Count}'.  If  you  thiiik  proper  to 
Interfere  in  this  business,  Your  Compliance  will  be  Grate, 
fully  Acknowledged  by  a  Number  of  the  most  Rcspnetable 
people  in  this  part  of  the  Country.  And  by  Yvi.ii  Siucerfc; 
friend 

And  Obliged  Servant, 

AVM.  BKOWN, 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Pittsburgh,  llth  Sepf^7\  1795. 
Sip.  : — One  of  the  persons  charged  with  shooting  the  Indians 
on  the  Allegheny  river,  being  taken  on  a  warrant  Avhich  I 
issued  against  bira  and  the  others,  made  his  escape  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county.  Two  witnesses  from  that 
county,  whom  I  recognised  or  subpoenaed,  attended  here  this 
court,  but  we  could  not  prove  the  death  of  the  Bity,  ]  recog- 
nized them  to  appear  next  court.  It  will,  I  think,  be  necessary 
that  the  father  of  the  boy  or  some  other  Indian  present  at  the 
murder  be  sent  for.  I  submit  it  to  you,  therefore,  whether  it 
will  not  bo  proper  to  direct  some  person  here  at  the  experice 
of  the  State  to  procure  the  attendance  of  the  father  or  some 
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other  ludiiin  at  the  next  Court  to  tlie  Grand  Jury,  &    if  the 
ofl'endos  ])r  llicn  in  cuBtody  to  the  traverse  jury. 

1!  you  appi'ovo  this,  I  conceive  General  Wilkina  Vv-ill  be  the 
nin- 1  j.r  'j)(;r  jter.^on  to  conduct  this  part  of  the  business. 
1  am,  bir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv't, 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 
Go.enior  cf  iViin:'>  Ivania. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  SECRETARY  DALLAS. 


Washington,  2d  31  arch,  179(5. 

Dear  Sik: — 1  formerly  wrote  to  the  Governor  respecting  the 
pale  ol  the  lesidue  of  the  lots  of  the  town  at  the  mouth  of 
li-aver  and  the  residue  of  the  reserved  tract  there.  I  do  think 
tiiat  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  sale  as  early  as' possible  in  the 
pjjring,  and  that  as  good  a  price  will  be  given  then  as  ought 
to  )>o  cx))<cted,  or  will  probably  be  got  at  any  future  period 
■within  tiie  compass  of  a  proper  prosecution  of  the  plan.  I 
think  tiio  lots  will  now  sell  high.  I  think  the  sale  ought  to  be 
on  the  ground  ;  those  who  intend  to  be  settlers  will  go  there  ; 
those  v.'lio  intend  to  speculate  may  go  or  send  there.  I  am  con- 
fident that  this  also  will  be  found  true  and  proper. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  laud  be  all  surveyed,  and  I  believe 
not ;  it  ought  to  be  laid  out  in  small  lots  near  the  town  and  in 
larger  back  from  it  to  the  extent  of  the  reservation.  If  a 
clause  of  settlement  be  annexed,  there  ought  to  be  a  special 
method  pointed  out  to  ascertain  the  forfeiture  and  conclude 
the  purchaser. 

The  last  sale  was  in  this  town  that  was  not  altogether  right, 
as  the  land  is  not  in  this  county.  Yet  reasons,  perhaps  true, 
and  if  true,  sufficient  were  given  for  not  selling  at  Pittsburgh. 
The  peoi)le  of  Pittsburgh, it  was  said,  disliked  the  establishment, 
and  would  have  thwarted  the  progress  of  the  sale  and  settle- 
ment of  the  town.  They  had  engrossed  almost  all  the  lots  in 
the  reserved  tract  opposite  to  Pittsburgh  and  made  use  of  that 
as  an  argument  to  remove  the  seat  of  justice  from  that  place 
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into  Pittsburgh,   and  so  prevented  any  town   ther(  .      Tlicy 
might  have  been  disposed  to  do  tlie  same  thing  at  Mcintosh. 

The  Commissioners  for  laying  out  th(!  tjvvn  and  Jots,  hiid 
out  at  Mcintosh,  that  is  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver,  were  scat- 
tered, one  in  Pittsburgh,  one  in  We  stm  ore  hind  and  one  in 
Fayette,  and  the  surveyor  was  in  Washington.  The  conse- 
quence was  they  never  met,  and  the  surveyor  after  attending 
on  several  appointments,  was  obliged  to  lay  out  the  lots  alone. 
The  blame  of  this  was  laid  on  the  Pittsburgh  Coniniissioiier. 
I  would  recommend  Matthew  Ritchie,  David  Kedick  and 
Daniel  Leet,  the  two  first  of  this  town  and  the  last  near  it,  as 
Commissioners  to  lay  out  and  to  sell  the  lots,  and  il'  the  law 
for  Greene  county  does  not  alter  the  day  of  next  June  courts, 
would  suggest  the  last  Monday  of  May  as  tlie  time  of  sale  on 
the  reserved  tract  itself,  &  to  continue  from  day  to-day. 

You  wanted  a  lot  at  the  last  sale.  If  you  should  want  one 
now,  write  to  me,  point  out  the  lot  and  the  highest  price.  I 
wish  you  would  send  me  a  plan  of  the  town  and  ouilots  and 
reserved  tract.  It  would  do  for  the  Commissioners,  i  wish 
you  would  accompany  it  with  a  list  of  the  purclia.scrs  &  the 
numbers  purchased  &,  the  prices,  that  will  also  do  for  the 
Commissioners.  But  send  me  by  post  as  soon  as  possible  a  list 
of  such  purchasers  as  have  not  taken  out  patents  tor  ilieir  lots 
(if  there  be  any  such)  with  the  numbers  &  prices,  .i'uichases 
would  be  made  of  them  perhaps. 

Yours  sincerely, 

ALEXTt  ADDISON. 


JUDGE  ADDISON'TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


PlTTSBURGFI,    lllh  Jlfun/l,    179(5. 

Sir  : — At  the  court  this  week  an  application  was  again  made 
for  the  discharge  of  the  person  taken  lor  killing  the  Indian 
boy,  on  the  Allegheny  river.  But  on  a  statement  of  the  cir- 
cumstances rendering  it  impossible  to  proceed  with  the  prcjse- 
cutiou,  it  was  not  pressed.  It  will  be  impossible,  with  any 
decency,  that  this  motion  should  be  restrained  or  resi.vttHi  any 
longer,  and  I  hope  measures  will  be  taken  to  ha\c  Indians 
here  by  the  next  Court  to  prove  the  death. 
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Let  me  again  sugg-ost  to  you  the  necessity  of  as  early  a  sale 
as  possible  of  the  residue  of  the  lots  and  reserved  tract  at  the 
mouth  of  Braver  creek.  In  my  opinion  the  sale  ought  to  be 
in  tlie  eiu\  ol  May  next.  If  not  sold  soon  tlie  lots  and  laud 
■will  be  occupied  by  persons  without  title.  The  sale  ought  to 
be  on  tlie  ground  itself. 

Tlie  idea  of  a  new  county  ought  to  be  fixed  and  prosecuted 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  dread  the  consequences  of  the  flood  of 
uiad  p'-oplc  wlio  have  gone  over  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  to 
niak(i  settlciiieuts  ;  their  number  is  inconceivable  and  they  will, 
perhaps,  Ix-  dangerous,  unless  law  can  be  brought  in  among 
them.  *Tl!('  establishment  of  a  new  county  and  seat  of  justice 
there,  with  the  additional  number  of  officers  that  would  be 
occasioned  by  that,  would  awaken  and  keep  up  a  sense  of 
submission,  and  have  a  good  influence  on  conduct  and  tem- 
pers, which  otlierwise  may  give  rise  to  some  apprehensions. 
1  am.  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

your  most  obed't  Serv., 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 
Thomas  Miftlix,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


JUDGE  ADDISON  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


Washington,  od  FeVry,  1790. 

Sill : — At  the  last  court  in  Allegheny  county  General  Wil- 
kins  had  received  no  instructions  for  procuring  the  attendance 
of  tlie  Indians  as  witnesses  in  the  case  of  the  attack  on  the 
Indians  on  the  Allegheny  riv.r. 

1  think  ii  proper  to  mention  to  you,  that  at  least  one  man 
has  Imilt.  a  house  with  a  view  to  settle  on  some  of  the  unsold 
})art  of  the  resers'ed  tract  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  and 
that  several  others  intend  to  do  so  next  spring.  If  this  mea- 
Bure  takes  place  it  will  probably  occasion  disturbance  and 
dispnti',  the  settlers  without  right  will  claim  a  preference  to 
those  who,  respecting  the  law,  stand  back  'till  they  can  have 
an  opp  >rtu!iity  of  settling  lawfully.  The  sales  will  be  injured, 
lor  some  will  be  backward  to  purchase  a  disputed  possession. 
1  su])init  to  you  the  consideration  of  the  probable  consequences 
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and  the  remedy,  whether  it  will  be  best  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  a  sale  of  the  residue  of  the  lots  and  tract,  or  whether 
some  notification  ought  to  be  given  against  such  settlements, 
and  suits  instituted  against  those  who  will  not  go  off.  I 
would  also  mention,  that  I  am  informed  that  havock  is  making 
of  the  timber  and  trees  of  the  unsold  part,  and  much  greater  Ib 
to  be  feared.  ^Vhether  it  will  be  thought  proper  to  advert  to 
this,  you  will  also  consider.  If  the  sale  of  the  residue  should 
be  determined  on,  it  ought  to  be  attended  to,  that  a  certain 
spring,  at  some  distance  from  the  town  is  (excepting  the  rivers 
which  are  an  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  the  town,  with  a 
very  steep  bank)  the  only  resource  for  water — a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  ground  ought  to  be  reserved  round  it  and  between  it 
and  the  town,  for  conducting  it  into  the  town.  There  is  also 
a  stone  quarry  near  it,  which  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  be- 
come private  property.  Both  these  ought  to  be  vested  in 
trustees  for  the  use  of  the  town.  The  most  proper  trustees 
would  be  an  incorporation  to  be  made  of  the  town,  to  take 
place  as  soon  as  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants  should  be  in 
it.  Many  will  settle  there  next  summer.  Before  a  sale  the 
future  seat  of  justice  ought  to  be  established  there — the  coun- 
ty to  take  place,  as  soon  as  a  certain  number,  say  300,  or  500 
families  live  on  the  N.  W.  side  of  the  Ohio,  within  15  or  20 
miles  of  the  town.  This  being  certified  to  yon  on  certain 
proof  made,  the  lines  of  the  county  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio 
to  be  ascertained  by  Commissioners,  and  declared  by  procla- 
mation ;  but  no  court  to  be  held  there  'lill  the  county  Com- 
missioners have  built  a  suflBcient  Court  house  and  jail,  which 
they  should  be  enabled  to  do  without  any  limitation  of  price. 
The  sales  ought  to  be  on  the  grounds,  I  mean  at  the  town 
itself.     And  the  profits  ought  to  be  applied  to  an  academy. 

Indeed,  I  should  think  that  in  all  the  unsettled  parts  bound- 
aries of  counties  and  scites  of  the  county  towns  ought  to  be 
ascertained  before  hand  and  purchases  made  of  600  or  1,000 
acres  to  be  laid  out  in  lots  and  outlets,  and  the  profits  to  be 
applied  to  academies.  The  county  to  be  declared  by  procla- 
mation entitled  to  a  separate  representation  as  soon  as  the 
ratio  of  one  member  shall  be  compleat,  and  to  a  separate  judi- 
cature as  soon  as  a  Court  house  and  jail  proper  for  the  pur- 
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pose  shall  be  finished.  This  plan  would  prevent  much  in- 
trigue and  partiality,  and  would  throw  i  lie  profits  into  a  better 
channel  than  they  now  are  in.  At  pic-sent  county  towns  are 
only  means  of  gain  without  merit  to  the  owners  of  the  land 
who  may  impose  wliat  terms  they  please  on  the  purchasers. 

You  will  forgive  me  for  troulilii-;;-  you  with  these  hasty 
hints,  and  deal  with  them  as  yn.|  |)i.-;is<\ 

I  am,  with  gn--t  ifspcct,  Sir, 

Your  iih.!-t  .'bed't  Serv't, 

ALEX.  ADDISON. 

P.  S. — As  no  lot  has  been  reserved  proper  for  a  grave  yard, 
which  ought  to  be  back  from  the  town  of  Beaver — whether  to 
provide  for  that  and  for  conducting  the  spring  and  a  proper 
road  from  the  stone  quarry,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ground 
back  of  the  town,  ought  not  to  be  reserved  from  the  sale  't 

Thomas  Mifflix,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  OF  72  MILITIA  MEN. 

20  men  on  the  East  Side  of  Allegheny  River. 

32  do.  on  the  frontier  extending  from  up  the  xVllegheny  to 
Ohio  Count}",  in  Virginia. 

20  do.  on  the  frontier  between  the  settlements  of  Ohio  &  Mon- 
ongalia Counties,  in  Virginia. 

72  men  at  75/ £270  GO  a  month. 

Contingent  expenses 30  GO     do. 

£300  00 
for  4  months 4 

£1,200  00 

350  Stands  of  arms,  at  55/ 687  10 

Ammunition  ii;  carriage 312  10 

£2,200  00 

Power  to  Lieutenants  to  ha\*e  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
militia  draughted  near  the  frontiers,  &  in  readiness  to  march 
in  case  of  an  alarm  given  by  the  Spies,  &  to  keep  them  the 
time  necessary. 

26  Allegheny  ;  20  Washington  ;  20  Westmoreland  ;— 72. 
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